Chap. XVIII. 



I. CHRONICLES* 



Chap. XIX 



1, IVT 0 ^ after tms 11 came to ^ afs * tJiat David 

XN fmote tlie Philiftincs, and fubdued them, and 
took Gath and her towns out of the hands of the Phi- 
liftines. 2. And he fmote Moab; and the Moabites 
became David's fervants, and brought gifts. 3. % And 
David fmote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as 
he went to eftablifti his dominion by the river Euphrates, 
4. And David took from him a thoufand chariots, and 
feven thoufand horfemen, and twenty thoufand footmen : 
David alfo houghed all the chariot-Zwr/^, but refcrved 
of them an hundred chariots. 5. And when the Syrians 
of Damafcus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, 
David (lew of the Syrians two and twenty thoufand men. 
6. Then David put garrifons in Syria-Da ma feus, arid the 
Syrians became David's fervants, and brought gifts. 
Thus the LORD preferved David whitherioever he 
went. 7. And David took the fhields of gold that were 
on the fervants of Hadarezer, and brought them to Je- 
rufalem. 8. Likewife from Tibhath, and from Chun, 
cities of Hadarezer, brought David very much brafs, 
wherewith Solomon made the brazen fea, and the pillars, 
and the veflels of brafs. 

4ftcr this, it is faid, ver. 1 . David did thofe great exploits. ^ After the 
Tweet communion he had had with God by the word and prayer in the fore- 
going chapter, he went on in his work with an extraordinary vigour and 
courage, conquering and to conquer. Thus Jacob after his viGon lift up his 

feet, Gen. xxix. 1 . 

We have taken a view of thefe victories before, and fliall now only ob- 
serve 

I.Thofe that have been long enemies to the Ifrael of God, will be 
brought down at lart. The Phiiiltines had for feveral generations been vex- 
atious to Ifrael, but now David fub'dued them, ver. 1. Thus flialJ all op- 
pofing rule, principality and power, be at the end of lime put down by the 
Son of David, and the moll inveterate enemies ftiall fall before him. 

•2. Such is I he uncertainly of this world, that many times men lofe their 
wealth and power, then when they think to confirm it. Hadarezer was 
fmittcn as lie vent to efiablijk his dominion, ver. 3. 

3. A horfe is a vain thing/or fafcty, fo David faid, Pfal. xxxiii. 17. and 
it feems he believed what ho faid, tor he houghed the chariot horfes, ver. 4. 
beinjr revived not to Iruft to them, (Pfal, xx. 7.) he would not ufe them. 

4. The enemies of God'* church are often made to ruin themfelves by 
helping one another, ver. 5. The Syrians of Damafcus were fmilten when 
they came to help Hadarezer. When hand thus joins in hand, they (hall 
not only not go unpunillierl, but thereby they fliall be gathered as Jheaves 

into the floor, Micah iv. 11,12. 

5. Tne zvculth of the firmer fomctimcs prove* to have been laid up for the 
jujh The Syrians brought gifts, ver. 6. Their Ihields of gold, and their 
'brafs was brought to Jerufalem, ver. 7, 8. As the tabernacle was built of 
the foods of the Egyptians fo the temple of the fpoils of other Gentile na- 
tions ; a happy prefage of the intereft the Gentiles fliould have in the gof- 
pei church. 

9 f Now when Ton king of Hamath heard how 
David had fmittcn all the holt of Hadarezer king of 
Zobah: 10. Me lent Hadoram his fon to king David, 
to enquire of his welfare, and to congratulate him, be- 
caufe he had fought again ft Hadarezer, and fmitten him 
(for Hadarezer had warred with Tou), and zvith him all 
manner of veflels of gold, and filver, and brafs. 1 1. «[ 
Them alfo king David dedicated unto the LORD, with 
the filver and the gold that he brought from all {Aera- 
tions; from Ed 1 ' L 
dren of Amnion. , 
Amalek. 12. Moreover, Abifhai the ion of ZeruiahiJew 
of the Edomites in the valley of fait, eighteen thou- 
fand. IS. f And he put garrifons in Edom; and all 
the Edomites became David's fervants. Thus the 
LORD preferved David whitherfoever he went. 14. 
«flSo David reigned overall Ifrael, ai\d executed judg- 
ment and juftice among all his people. 15. And Joab 
the fon of Zeruiah zvas over the hoft, Jehofiiaphat the 
fon of Ahilud recorder. 16\ And Zadok the fon of 
Ahitub, and Abimelech the fon of Abiathar, were the 
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he went. Thofe are always under the eye of God, that have God altvay 
in their eye. 

4. God gives men power, not that I hey may look great with if* but that 
they may do good with it. When David reigned over all Ifrael, he «c- 
cuted judgment andjttfiice among all his people, and fo anfwered the end of his 
elevation. He was not fo intent on his couquefls abroad, as to neglecl the 
adroiniftration of juftice at home. Herein he ferved the purpofes of the 
kingdom of providence, and of that God who fits on the throne judging right % 

and was an eminent type of the Meffiah fc ihti Jccptrc of vikojb kingdom is « 
right fceplre. 

CHAP. XIX. 

The fiory is here repeated of David* s xvar with the Ammonites and 
the Syrians their allies, and the victories he obtained over them^ 
which roe read'jitjl as it is here related, 2 Sam. x. Here is, (I.) 
David* s civility to the king of Amnion, in fending an embaffyqf 
condolance to him on occajion of his fat her'' s death, ver. 1,2. 
(2.) If is great incivility to David, in the bafenfage he gave ta> 
his amhajfadors , ver. 3, 4. (3.) David*s jufi refentment of it, 
and the xvar which broke out thereupon, in which the Ammonites 
did politicly in bringing the Syrians to their affifiance, ver. 6, 7. 
Joab did bravely, ver. S-~13.' and Ifrael was once again victo- 
rious, ver. 14-^—19. 



1 



NOW it came to pafs after this, that Nahafh the 
king of the children of Amnion died, and his 
fon reigned in his ftead. 2. And David faid, I will 
fhew kindnefs unto Hanun the fon of Nahafli, becaufe 
his father fhewed kindnefs to me. And David fent 
meflengers, to comfort him- concerning his father: fo 
the fervants of David came into the land of the children 
of Amnion, to Hanun, to comfort him. 3. But the 
princes of the children of Amnion faid to Hanun* 
Thinkcft thou that David doth honour thy father, that 
he hath fent comforters unto thee? are not his fervants 
come unto thee, for to fearch, and to overthrow, and 
to fpy out the land ? 4. Wherefore Hanun took Da- 
vid's fervants, and fhaved them, and cut off their gar- 
ments in the midft hard by their buttocks, and lent, 
then} away. . 5. Then there went certain, and told 
David how the men were ferved; and he fent to meet 
them (for the men were greatly afliamed) and the kin<j 
faid, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown, and 
then return. * * 

• 

Iiet us here obferve, 

1. That it becomes good people to be neighbourly, and efpecially to be 
grateful. David will pay refpeft to Hanun, becaufe he is his neighbour; 
and religion teaches us to be civil and obliging to all, to honour all men; 
and to be ready to do all offices of kindnefs to*(hofc we live among; and 
difference in religion mult be no obftruction to it. But befldes this, David 
remembers the kindnefs which his father fiiewed to him. They that have 
received kindnefs, muft return it as they have ability and opportunity; they 
that have received it from the parents, mull return it to the children, when 
they are gone. 

2. That, as faith the proverb of the ancients, IVickcdnefs proceeded from 
the wicked, 1 Sam. xxiv, 13. The vile perfon will fpeak villainy, and the 
inflruments of the church will be evil, to dejlroy thofe zvith lying words that 
Jpeak right, Ifa. xxxii. 6,7. They that arc ill, and defign ill themfelves, 
are apt to be jealous, and to fufpect ill of others without caule. Ha nun's 
fervants fuggefted that David's ambatfadors came as fpies ; as if fo great 
and mighty a man as David needed to do fo mean a thing. If he had any 
defign upon the Ammonites, he could effedt it by open Ibrce, and had no 
oecafion for any fraudulent practices j or, as if a man of fuch virtue and 
honour would uo fo ill a thing. Yet Hanun hearkened to the fuggeftion, 
and againft the law of nations treated David's arabafiadors villainoufly. 

3. Mailers ought to protect their fervants, and with the greatefr tender- 
nefsto concern themfeives for them, if they come by any lots or damage in 
their fervice; David did fo for his ambatfadors* ver. 5- Chritt will do fo 
for bis miniiters; and let all mailers thus give unto their fervants that which 
is jujl and equal. 

6\<|J And when the children of Ammonfaw that they 
had made themfelves odious to David, Hanun and the 
children of Amnion fent a thoufand talents of /liver to 
hire them chariots and horfemen out of Mefopotamia, 
and out of Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. 7. So 



priefts/and Shav/ha was fcribe. 17. And Benaiah the j they hired thirty and two thoufand chariots, and the 
fon of Jehoiadaawjover the Cherethites, and the Pc- king of Maacah and his people,. who came and pitched 
lethites : and the fons of David zvere chief about the ! before Medeba. And the children of Ammon gathered 



king. 

Here let us learn, ■ ...«■» f r 

J. That it is ourintereft to make thofe our friends who have tnepretence 
of God with them. The king of Hamath hearing of David's great lucceOes, 



rior people too, be thus wife, thus inftrucled. The prefents we are to bring 
him are not vejfels of gold and ftlrer % *shm; thofe ftiall be welcome to him, 
who have no luch prefents to bring; but our hearts and fincere affections, 
our own felves, our whole fel ves, we rauft prefent to him as living facrirlces. 

2. That what God btefielh us with, we rauft honour him with. The 
prefenis of his friends, as well as the fpoils of his enemies. David dedicated 
unto the Lord, ver. II. i. e. he laid them up towards the building and en- 
riching of the temple. That is raoft truly and molt comfortably our own, 
which we have confecrated unto the Lord, and which we ufe for his glory. 
JLet our mcrcfiandije and our hire be holinefs to the Lord, Ifa. stxiii. 18. 

3. That thofe who lake God along with them wherever they go, may 
expeA to profper and be preferved wherever they go. .It was (aid before, 

mr, 6. and here again, ver, that the Lord preferved David zofathcrfocver 



themfelves together from their cities, and came to battle. 
8. And when David heard of it, he fent Joab, and all 
the hoft of the mighty men. 9. And the children of 
Ammon came out, and put the battle in array before the 
gate of the city : and the kings that were come were by 
themfelves in the field. 10. Now when Joab faw that 
the battle .was fet again ft him, before and behind, he 
chofe out of all the choice of Ifrael, and put them in 
array again ft: the Syrians. 1 1. And the reft of the peo- 
ple he delivered into the hand of Abifhai his brother, 
and they fet themfelves in array again ft the children of 
Ammon. 12. And he faid, It the Syrians be too ftrong 
for me, then thou ftialt help me: but if the children of 
Ammon be too ftrong for thee, then 1 will help thee. 
13. Be of good courage, and let us behave ourfelves 
valiantly for our people, and for the cities of our God; 
and let the LOKD do that which is good in his fight. 

14. So 



Chap. XX. 

14. Sojoab and the people that Herewith him, drew 
nigh before the Syrians, unto the battle; and they fled 
before him. 15. And when the children of Amnion 
law that the Syrians were fled, they I ike wife fled be- 
fore Abifhai his brother, and entered into the city. 
Then Joab came to Jerufalcm. 16. And when the 
Syrians faw that they were put to the worfe before If- 
rael, they fent mefiengers, and drew forth the Syrians 
that were beyond the river: and Shophach the captain 
of the h oft of Hadarezer ivent before them. 17. And 
it was told David, and he gathered all Ifrael, and pafled 
over Jordan, and came upon them, and fet the battle in 
array againft them : fo when David had put the battle 
in array again ft the Syrians, they fought with him. 
18. But the Syrians fled before Ifrael, and David flew 
of the Syrians feven thoufand men, which fought in cha- 
riots, and forty thoufand footmen, and killed Sho- 
phach the captain of the hoft. 19. And when the fer- 
vants of Hadarezer faw that rhey were put to the worfe 
before Ifrael, they made peace with David, and became 
his fervants: neither would the Syrians help the chil- 
dren of Ammon any more. 

We may fee lie re, 

1. How the hearts of finners that are marked for ruin, are oftentimes 
fiardened to their dcftruclion. The children of Ammon faw that they had 
made themfehes odious to David, ver. 6. and then it had been their wifdom to 
have defired conditions of peace, to have humbled themfelves, and offered 
any fatisfacYion for the injury they had done him ; the rather, becaufe they 
bad made themfelves not only odious to David, but obnoxious to the juftice 
of God, who is King of nations, and will afTertthe injured rights, and main- 
tarn the violated lawsof nation*. But inftead of this they prepared for 
•war, and fo brought upon themfelves, by David's hands, thofe deflations 
which he never intended them. 

2. How the courage of brave men is heightened and invigorated by diffi- 
culties. When Joab faw that the battle was fet againjl him before and behind, 
ver. 10. inftead of meditating a retreat; he doubled his refoUtiion ; and 
though he could not double, he divided his army, and not only fpuke, but 
afied like a gallant man that had a great prcfence of mind when he faw 
fcimfclf furrounded. He engaged with his brother for a mutual afli fiance, 
ver. 12, excited himfelf and the reft of the officers to a€t vigoruully in their 
re/pe£Hve pofls, with an eye to God's glory, and their country's good, not 
to any honour and advantage of their own, and then left theifTue with God, 
Let the Lord do that which is right in his fight. 

3. How vain the greater! art and ftrength is againft juftice and equity ! 
The Ammonites played their cards as well as men could pofTibly do, brought 
as good a force into the field, and difpofed it with as much policy; yet 
having a bad caufe, and a£ling in defence of wrong, it would not do; they 
were put to the worft. Right will prevail and triumph at lair. . 

4>. To how little purpofe it is for thofe to rally again, and reinforce 
themfelves, that have not God on their fide ! The Syrians, though no way 
concerned in the merits of the caufe, but ferving onlv as mercenaries to the 
.Ammonites, when they were beaten, thought themfelves concerned to re- 
trieve their honour, and therefore called in the aflifhmce <»f the Syrians on 
the other fide Euphrates, but to no purpofe; flill they fed before Ifrael, ver. 
13. They lofi fevim iliouiand men, who arc faid to be the men of feven 
hundred chariols, 2 Sam. x. 18. For a« now in a man of war for fea-fer- 
vice, they allot tea men to a gun; fo then, in Iand-fcrvice, ten men to a 
chariot. 

5. Thofe that have meddled with Jlrife that belongs not to them, and have 
found that they meddled to their own hurt, do well to learn wit at length, 
and meddle no Car iher. The Syrians finding that Ifrael was the conquer- 
ing fide, not only broke oft* their alliance with the Ammonites, and would 
help them no more, ver. 19. but made peace with David, aud became his fer- 
vants. Let thofe that have in vain ftood it out againft God, be thus wife 
tor themfelves, and agree with him quickly, while they are in the way ; let 
*hem become his fervants, for they cannot but fee themfelves undone if 
they be his enemies. 
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(2.) With 



CHAP. 

Here is a repetition of the ftory of David's wars, 
Ammonites, and the taking of Rabbah, ver. 
the giants of the Philiftines, ver. 4— 8. 

a. y\ ND it came to pafs, that after the year was ex- 
1*1 pired, at the lime that kings go out to battle, 
Joab led forth the power of the army, and wafted the 
country of the children of Ammon, and came and be- 
iieged Rabbah (but David tarried at Jerufalem) and 
Joab f mote Rabbah, and deftroyed it. 2. And David 
look the crown of their king from off his head, and 
ibund it to weigh a talent of gold, and there zvere pre- 
cious (tones in it, and it was fet upon David's head, and 
lie brought alfo exceeding much lpoil out of the city. 3. 
And he'brought out the people that were in it: and cut 
them with faws, and with harrows of iron : and with 
axes: even fo dealt David, with all. the cities of the 
children of Ammon. And David and all the people 
returned to Jerufalem. 

How the.army of the Ammonites and their allies was routed in the field, 
ive read in the foregoing chapter : here we have the definition of Kabbah, 
the metropolis of their kingdom, ver, I. the putting of their king's crown 
upon David's head, ver. 2. and the great feverity that was ufed towards the 
people, ver. 3. This we had a more full account of, 2 Sam, xi. anoVxii. 
and cannot but remember by this fad token, that while Joab was befieging 
Rabbah, David fell into that great fin in the matter of Uriah. 

But it is obfervable, that though the reft of the ftory be repealed, that is 
not; but only a hint given of it in thofe words which lie here in a paren- 



thefis (hut David tarried at Jerufalem. J If he had been abroad with his 
army, he had been out of the way of that temptation; but indulging his 
eafe, he fell into uncleannefs. Now as the relating of that fin D>iwd fell 
into, is an infiance of the impartiality and fidelity of Ihefacrerl writers; fo 
the avoiding of the repetition of it here, when there was a fair occafion 
given to fpeak of it again, is defigned to teach us, That though there may 
be a juft occafion to (peak of the faults and mifcarriages of others, yet we 
fiiould hot take delight in the repetition of them; that fliouJd. always be 
looked upon as an unpleafing fubjecl, which though fbmelimes one cannot 
help falling upon, yet one would not choofe to dwell upon, nor love to rake 
in a dunghill. Thofe perfons or actions we can fay no good of, we had beft 
fay nothing of, 

4. f And it came to pafs after this, that there arofe 
war at Gezer with the Phiiifiines, at which time Sibbe- 
chai the Hufhathiteflew Sippai that was of the children 
of the giant; and they were fubdued. 5. And there 
was war again with the Ph ill (tines, and Elhanan the fori 
of Jair, flew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
whofe fpear-ftaff was like a weaver's beam. 6. And 
yet again there was a war at Gath, where was a man 
of great ftature, whofe fingers and toes were four and 
twenty, iix on each hand, and fix on each foot: and he 
alfo was the fon of the giant. 7. But when he defied 
Ifrael, Jonathan the fon of Shimea, David's brother, 
flew him.' 8. Thefe were born unto the <nant in Gath; 
and they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand 
of his fervants. 

The Phiiifiines were pretty well fubdued, chap; xviir. 1 . but as it was in 
the deftruclion of the Canaanifes by Jofhua, the fons of Anak were laft 
fubdued, Jojh. xi. 21. fo here in the conqueft of tbePhiJiftmes, the giants 
of Gath were laft brought down : In the conflicts between grace and cor- 
ruption there are foroe fins, like thefe giants, keep their ground a great 
while, and are not mattered without much difficulty, and long ftruggle: 
but judgment will be brought forth unto victory at laft. 

Obferve, 1. We never read of giants among the Ifraclitcs, a* we do of 
giants among the Phiiifiines: giants of Gath, but not giants of Jerufalem : 
the growth of God's plants is in ufefulncfe, not in bulk. They that covet 
to have cubits added to their Jlaturc, do not confider that it will but make 
them more unwieldly. In the balance of the fanfltuary, David far out- 
weighs Goliah. 

2. The fervants of David, though men of ordinary fiaturc, were quite too 
hard for the giants of Gath in every encounter; becaufe they had God on 
their fide, who takes pleafure in abating the lofty looks, and mortifying the 
giants that are in the earth ; as he did of old by the deluge, though they 
were men of renown. Never let the church's friends be difheartened by 
the power and pride of the church's enemies ; we need not fear great men 
againft us, while we have the great God for us. What will a finger more 
on each hand do, or a toe more on each foot, in conteft with Omnipo- 
tence ? 

3. Thefe giants defied Ifrael. ver. 7. and were thus made to pay for their 
infolence. None are more vifibly marked for ruin than thofe that reproach 
God and his Ifrael. God will do great things, rather than fuffer the enemy 
to behave themfelves proudly Deut. xxxii. 27. As David's victories, (o 
thofe of the Son of David, are gradual : We fee not yet all things put under 
him; but it will be feen Ihortly: and death itfelf, the laft enemy, like 
thefe giants, triumphed over. 

CHAP. 

As this rehear Jul makes no mention of David's fin in the matter of 
Uriah, Jo neither of the troubles of his family that followed upon 
it ; not a word of Alt/atom's rebellion, or Sheba's ; but David's 
Jin in numbering the people is here related, becaufe in the atone- 
ment made for that Jin, an intimation was given of the [pot of 
ground on which the temple ftiould be built. Here is, ( I .) David's 
fin in forcing Joab to number the people, ver. I — 4. (2.) Da- 
vid's forrow for what he had done, as foon as he perceived the 
finfulnefs of it, ver. 5— S. (3.) The fad dilemma Cor trilemma 
rather) he was brought to, when.it was put to him to c/ioofe how 
he would be punifliedfor this fin, and what rod he would be beaten 
with, ver. 9 — 1 3. (4.) The woful havock which was made by the 
peftilence in the country, and the narrow efcape which JeruJ'aleni 
had of being laid wajle by it, ver. 14—16. (5.) David's repent- 
ance, and facrificc upon this occafion, and the flaying of the 
plague thereupon, ver. 18 — 30. This awful ftory we have al- 
ready met with, and meditated upon 7 2 Sam. xxiv. 




A 



faid to Joab, and to the rulers of the people. Go, num- 
ber Ifrael from Beerfheba even to Dan ; and bring the 
number of them to me, that I may know it. 3. And 
Joab anfwered, The LORD make his people an hun- 
dred times fomany niore as they be: but, my lord the 
king, are they not all my lord's iervants ? why then doth 
my lord require this thing? why will he be a caufe of 
trefpafs to Ifrael I 4-. Neverthelefs, the king's word 
prevailed againft Joab : wherefore Joab departed, and 
went throughout all Ifrael, and came to Jerufalem. 
5. If And Joab gave the fum of the number of the 
people unto David. And all they of Ifrael were a thou- 
fand thoufand and an hundred thoufand men that drew 
fword : and Judahaw-r four hundred threefcore and ten 
thoufand men that drew fword. 6. But Levi and 
Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king's 
word was abominable to Joab. 

Numbering 



Chap. XXL I. CHRO 

Numbering the people one wonfd think, was no ill thing : why fliould 
not the fliepherd know the count of his flock; butt5od fees not as man Tees: 
It is plain it was ill done of David to do it, and a great provocation to 
God; bueaufe he did it in the pride of his hearlj and there is no fin that 
lias in it more of contradiction; and therefore more of offence to God, than 
pride. The fin was David's; he alone muft bear the blame of it: But here 
tve are told, 

J. How active the tempter was in it, tier. 1. Satan Jlood up againjl Ijrael, 
and provoked David to do it. It is faid, 2. Sam, xxiv. I . that the anger of 
the Lord was kindled againjl Ifrael, and he moved David to do it. The 
righteous judgments of God are to be obferved and acknowledged even in 
the fins and unrighteoufnefs of men. We are fure God is not the author of 
fin,. Vie tempts no man; and therefore when it is faid he moved David to do 
it, it mull be explained by this here, that for wife and holy ends he per- 
mitted the devil to do it. Here we trace this foul ftream to ils fountain, 
(I.) That Satan, the enemy of God and all good, fliould Jiand up againjl 
Ifrael, is not firange : it is what he aims at, to weaken the flrength, dimi* 
nifli the numbers, and eclipfe the glory of God's Ifrael, to whom he is 
Satan, a fworn adverfary. But (2.) That he fhould influence David, the 
man after God's own heart, to do an ill thing, may well be wondered at; 
one would think him one of thofe whom the wicked one toucheth not: no, 
even the belt faints, till they come to heaven, mud never think themfelvcs 
out of the reach of. Satan's temptations. 

. Now when Satan meant todolfraelamifchief, what courfedid he take? 
He did not move God againft them to dejiroy them, as he did againft Joab, 
chap. ii. 3. but he provoked David, the beft friend they had, to number 
them, and fo to offend God, and fet him againft them. Note, I. The 
Devil doth us more mifchief by templing.us to fin againft our God, than 
he doth by uccufing us before our God. He deftroys none but by their own 
hands. 2. The grealeft fpitehe can do to the church of God, is to tempt 
the rulers of the church to pride; for none can conceive the fatal confe- 

quence of that fin in all, efpecially in church rulers ; yejhallnot befo, Luke 
xxii. 29. 

2. How paffive the inftrument was. Joab was the perfon employed, an 
active man in public bufinefs; but to this he was perfectly forced, and did 
. it with the greateft reluctance imaginable. 

(I.) He put in a remonftrance againft it before he began it. No man 
more forward than he in any thing that really tended to the honour of the 
king or the wel/arc of the kingdom, but in this matter he would gladly be 
excufed ; for, ( 1 .) It was a needlefs thing, there was no occafioo at all for 
it. God had pro mi fed to multiply them, and he needed not qtieftion the 
accomplifimieut of that promife ; they were all hi« fervants, and he 'needed 
not doubt of I heir loyalty and afleetion to him. Their number was as much 
in firenglh as Ihey could defire, (2.) It was a dangerous thing; the doing it 
might be a caufe of trefpafs to Ifrael, and might provoke God againft them. 
This Joab apprehended, and yet David himfclf did not. The moft learned 
in the laws of God, are nut always the moft quick-lighted in the applica- 
tion of tliofe laws. 

(2.) He was quite weary of it before he had done it ; for the king's word 
was abominable to Juab, ver. 6*. Time was, when whatever king David did 
plea/ed all the people, 2 Sam. iii. 36. but now there was a general difguft at 
thefe orders, which confirmed Joab in his diflike of them ; fo that though 
the produce of this mufter was really very great, yet he had no heart toper- 
feet it, but left two tribes unnumbered, ver. 5, 6. two considerable ones, 
Levi and Benjamin ; and perhaps was not very exact in numbering the reft, 
becaufe he did not do U with any pleafure, which might be one occafion of 
. this difference between the funis here and 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. 

7. U And God was difpleafed with this thing; therefore 
he fmote Ifrael. 8. And David faid unto God, I have 
finned greatly, becaufe I have done this thing: but now, 
1 befeech thee, do away the iniquity of thy fervant; for 
I have done very fooliihly. 9. ^ And the LORD 
fpake unto Gad, David's fecr, faying, 10. Go and tell 

•David, faying-,. Thus faith the LORD, I offer fhee 
three things, choofe thee one of them, that I may do it 
• unto thee. 11. So Gad came to David, and faid unto 

•him, Thus faith the LORD, Choofe thee, 12. Either 
three years famine; or three months to be deftroyed be- 
fore thy foes (while that the f word of thine enemies over- 
taketh thee) or elfe three days the fword of the LORD, 
even the peftilence in the land, and the angel of the 
LORD destroying throughout all the coafts of ifrael: 
Now therefore advife thy fell; what word I mall bring 
again to him that fent me. 13. And David faid unto 
Gad, I am in a jjreat (trail: let me fall now into the 

. hand of the LORD (for very great are his mercies) but 
let me not fall into the hands of man. 14. % So the 
LORD fent peftilence upon Ifrael: and there fell of 
Ifrael feventy thoufand men. J 5. And God fent an an- 
gel unto JcrufaJem to deltroy it: and as he was deft row- 
ing, the LORD beheld, and he repented him of the 

•evil, and faid to the angel that deftroyed, It is enough, 
(lay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD 
flood by thethrefliing-fioor of Oman the Jebufite. 16. 

-And David lifted up his eyes, and fa w the angel of the 
LORD ftand between the earth and the heaven, having 
a drawn fword in his hand (tretched out over Jerusalem : 
then David and: the elders of Ifrael, who zvere clothed 

•in fackcloth fell upon their faces. 17. And David faid 
unto God, Js U not I that commanded the people to be 
numbered? even I it is that have finned and done evil 
indeed: but as for thefe (heep, what have they done ? 

-let thine hand, I pray thee, O LORD , my God, be 
on irie, and on my father's houfe, but not on ihy peo- 1 
pie, that they Ihould be plagued. 

m David is here under the rod for numbering the people, that rod of correc- 
tion, which drives out the fooliflinefs of pride. Lei us briefly obferve, 

1 . How he was correded ; If God's deareft children do amtfs, they rauft 
oxpeft to fraart for it. 
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(t.) He is given to under/land thai God is difpleafed, and that is no fmall 
uneafinefs to fo good a man as David, ver. 7. God takes notice of, and is 
difpleafed with the fins of hi* people, and no fin more difp leafing to him 
than pride of heart; nor is any thing more humbling) and grieving, and 
mortifying to a gracious foul, than to fee itfelf under God's difpleafure. 

{2.) He is put to his choice, whether he will bepuniflied by war, famine, 
or peftilence; for puniihed he rauft be, and by one of thefe. Thus for his 
farther humiliation he is put into a ft rail, a great, /trait ; and has ihe terror 
of all the three judgments imprcfTed upon his mind, no doubt, to his great 
amazement, while he is confidering which he /hall choofe. 
' (3.) He hears of feventy thoufand of his fubje&s, who in a few hours 
were flruck dead by the peftilence, ver, 14. He was proud of the multitude 
of his people, but divine juftice look a courfe to make them fewer. Ju/lly 
is that taken from us, weakened or imbittered to us, which we are proud 
of. David muft have the people numbered : Bring me the number of them 
faith he, that I may know it;- But now God numbers them after another 
manner, numbers them to the fword, Ifa. Ixv. 12. And David had another 
number of them brought him, more to his confufion than that was to his 
fatisfaclion, viz. The number of the (lain : a black bill of mortality, which 
is a draw-back to his mufter roll. , 

(4.) He fees the deftroying angel, with his fword drawn againft Jerufa- 
lem, ver, 1 6. This could not but be very terrible to him, as it was a vifible 
indication of the anger of heaven, and threatened (he utter deftru&ion of 
that beloved city. Peftilences make the greateft devaluations in the moft 
populous places. The fight of an angel, though coming peaceably and on 
a friendly errand, has made even mighty men to tremble; how dreadful 
then muft this fight be of an angel witli a drawn fword in his hand, a flam- 
ing fword,. like that of the cherubim, which turned every way, to keep 
the way of the tree of life. While we lie under the wrath of God, 

the holy angels are armed againft us, though we fee them not, as David 
did. 

2. How he bore the correction. 

{ J .) He made a very penitent confeflton of his fin, and prayed earnefifjr 
for the pardon of it, ver. 8. Now he owns he had finned, had finned 
greatly, had done fooli/hly, very foolifhly, begs however he might be cor- 
rected for it, and the iniquity of it might be done away. 

(2.) He accepted the punifliraent of his iniquity, let thy hand be on me 
and on my father's houfe. I Cabmit to the rod, only let me be the fufterer, 
for I am the {inner, mine is the guilty head at which the fword (hould be 
pointed. 

(3.) He caft himfelf upon the mercy of God, though he knew he was 
angry with him, and did not entertain any ill thoughts of him ; however it 
be, Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are great, ver. 13- 
Good men, even when God frowns upon them, think well of him ; Though 
hejlay me, yet will I trujl in him. m ' 

(4.) He exprcfled a very tender concern for the people, and it went to his 
heart to fee them plagued for his tranfgreflion ; thefe Jheep, what have they 
done ? 

18. If Then the angel of the LORD commanded 
Gad to fay to David, that David fhould go up, and let 
up an altar unto the LORD, in the threihing-floor of 
Oman the Jebufite. 19. And David went up at the 
faying of Gad, which he fpake in the name of the 
LORD. 20. And Oman turned back, and faw the 
angel: and his four fobs with him hid themfelves. 
Now Oman was threfhing wheat. SI* And as Da- 
vid came to Oman, Oman looked and faw David, 
and went out of the threfhing-floor, and bowed himfclf 
to David with his face to the ground. 22. Then 
David faid to Oman, Grant me the place of this threfh- 
ing-floor, that I may build an altar therein unto the 
LORD: thou malt grant it me for the full price, 
that the plague may be ftayed from the people. 23. 
And Oman laid unto David, Take it to thee, and let 
my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes: lo, 
I give thee the oxen alfo for burnt-offerings, and the 
threfhing jnftruments for wood, and the wheat for the 
meat-ottering, I give it all. 24. And king David faid 
to Oman, Nay, but I will verily buy it tor the full 
price: for I will not take that which is thine for the 
LORD, nor offer burnt-offerings without coft. 25. 
So David gave to Ornan for the place, fix hundred fhe-r 
kels of gold by weight. 26. And David built there an 
altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt-offerings, .and 
peace-offerings, and called upon the LORD, and he 
anfwered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of 
burnt-offering. 27. And the LORD commanded the 
angel, and he put up his fword again into the (heath 
thereof. 28. At that time, when David faw that 
the. LORD had anfwered him in the threfhing-fioor 
of Ornan the Jebufite, then he facrificed there. 29. 
For the tabernacle of the LORD which Mofes made 
in the wildernefs, and the altar of the burnt-offering, 
were at that feafon in the high-place at Gibeon. 30. 
But David could not go before it to enquire of God; 
for he was afraid, becaufe of the fword of the angel of 
the LORD. 

We have here the conlroverfy taken up,, and upon David's. repentance, 
N his .peace made with God. Though thou waft artery -with me thine anger is 
■ turned away. 

1. A Hop was put to the proprefs of the execution, ver. 15. When 
David repented him of the fin, God repented him of the judgment, and 
ordered ihe deftroying angel to ftay his hand -and fheath his fword, ver. 27. 

2. Direction was given to David to rear an aUar in the -threthirig- floor 
of Ornan, ver, 1 8. The angel commanded the prophet Gud^ to bring David 
this .direction ; the fame angel that had in God's name carried on ihe war, 
is here forward to fet on foot the treaty of peace; for angels do not defire 
the wofuil day. The angel could have given thi< order to David Inmfelf, 
but he chole to do it by his feer, that he might put an honour upon the 
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prophetical office. Thus the revelation of Jefus Chrifi was notified by the 
ftnge! to John, and by him to Ihc churches. The commanding o\' David 
to build an allar was a blefled token of rcvonciliatiun; for if God had been 
plcafed lo kill him, he would not tia'vt; appointed, becaufe he would not 
have accepted, a (acrilice at his hands. 

David presently made a bargain with Oman for the ihrcfhtng-floor ; for 



nrmieir jvcn uic angei, ver. 'zu. which pm mm inio men a irigiii, inui 
and his four fons hid themfelvcs, as unable to bear the brighlnefs of his 
glory, and of his drawn Iword. Under thefe apprehenfions he was willing 
to do any thing towards making the atonement. Thofe thai are duly fen- 
fible of ihc terrors of the Lord will do ail they can in their places to pro- 
mote religion, and all the methods of reconciliation for the turning away of 
God's wrath. 

+. God teftified his acceptance to David's offerings on this altar; He 
tnjlwed him from I leaven by fire, ver. 26. To fignify that God's anger was 
turned away from him ; the fire that might juftly have fattened upon the (in- 
ner fattened upon the facrifice, and confumed that; and upon this, the de- 
linking f\vord vvas returned into its fliealb Thus Chrift was marie fin, and 
a curfe for us, and it plcafed the Lord to bruife him, that through him God 
might" be lo us. .not a confuming fire, but a reconciled Father. 

5. He continued to offer his fiiciiiice upon this altar. The brafen altar 
which jVIiifes made was at Gibeon, ver. 29. and there all the facrifices of 
ifrael were offered. But David was fo frightened with the fight of the fnord 
it/ the angel, tiiai he could not go thither, ver. 30. Thebufineft required hafie, 
when the plague was begun. Aaron muft go quickly, nay, he must run to 
make atonement, Xumb, xvi, 46, 47. And the cafe here was no lefs urgent j 
fo that David had no time to go to Gibeon ; nor durft he leave the angel, 
with his fword drawn over Jcrufalem, left the falal ftroke mould he given 
before became back. And therefore God in lendernefs lo him bid him 
build an allar in that place, difpenfing with his own law concerning one 
altar, becaufe of the prefent dilirefs, and accepting the facrifices offered on 
this new altar, which was not let up in an oppofition to that, but in con- 
currence with it. The fymbols or unity were not fo much infilled on as 
unity itfelf. Nay, whan the prefent dUlrcfs was over, (as it fliould fcem) 
David as long a< lie lived facuficed there, though the altar at Gibeon was 
Bill kept up. For God had owned the facrifices that were here offered, 
and had (cliified his acceptance of theiu,trcr. 28. On thofe adminiflrations 
where we have experienced the tokens of God's prefence, and have found 
that he was with us of a truth, it is good to continue our attendance. Here 
God has gracioufly met me, and therefore I will Aill expedt to meet with 
him. 

C II A P. XXII. 

Out of the eater comes forth meat. It was upon occafion of that 
terrible judgment, inflicted on Tfrad for the Jin of David, that 
God gave intimation' for the felting up of another attar, and of 
the place where he would have the temple to be built, upon which 
David was excited with great vigour to make preparation for 
that great work; wherein, though he had long Jince dejigned it, 
it ffiould feem he was of late grown remif's, till awakened by the 
alarm of that judgment. The tokens of God's favour he re- 
ceived, after thofe of his dijpleafure y (I.) DireBed him to the 
'place, vcr. 1, (2.) Encouraged and quickened him lo the work. 
J. He Jet him /'elf to prepare for the vwilding, ver. 2 — 5. ^ 2. He 
inflrucled Solomon, and gave him a charge concerning this work, 
ver. 6— rl6. 3. lie commanded the princes to afjlfl him in it, ver. 
.17 — ID. There is a great deal of difference between the frame 
of David? s fpirit in the beginning of the former chapter, and in 
ihc beginning o f this. 'I here, in the pride of his heart, he was 
numbering the people; here, in his humility preparing for the 
fcrvice of God. There corruption was upper mo/i, but the well of 
living water in the foul., though it may he muddied, will "work 
itic'f clear again: grttct .. re has recovered the upper hand. 

1. HHHEN David laid, This is the houfe of the* 

LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt- 
oUering for Ifrael. 2. And David commanded to ga- 
ther together the itrangcrs that zoere in the land of Ifrael, 
and he fet mafons to licw wrought (tones to build the 
houfe of God. 3. And David prepared iron in abun- 
dance for the naiJs for the doors of the gates, and for 
the joinings; and brafs in abundance without weight ; 

4. Alio cedar trees in abundance: for the Zidonians 
and they of Tyre brought much cedar-wood to David. 

5. And David faid, Solomon my fon is young and ten- 
der, and the houfe Mai is to bebuilded for the LORD, 
mufl be exceeding magnilical, of fame and of glory 
throughout all countries: I will therefore now make 
preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly 
before his death. 

Here is, 1 . The place fixed for the building of the temple, ver, I. Then 
David faid, by infpiration of God, and as a declaration of his mind, This 
M tlichoujb »f the Lord God. If a temple mud be built for God, it is fit it 
be left to him to choofe the ground, for all the earth is his ; and this is 
the ground he makes choice of; ground that had pertained lo a jtbufite, 
and, perhaps, there was not a fpot of ground befides, in or about Jerufa- 
Icm, that did fo; a happy prefage of the fetting up of the gofpel temple 
among the Gentiles. See AQs xv. 16, 17. The ground was a threlhing- 
floor; for the church of the living God is his floor, his Ihrefhing, and the 
corn of his floor, Ifa. xxi. 1 0. Chrift's fan is in his hand thoroughly to purge 
his floor. This is to be the houfe, becaufe this is the altar; the temple 
was built for the fake of the allar : There were altars long before there 
were temples. 

2. Preparation made for lhal building. David mult -not build ii, but he 
would do all he could towards it; he prepared abundantly befora.his death, 
ver. 5. It intimates that the confederation of his age and growing infirmi- 
ties, which (hewed his death approaching, quickened him towards his latter 
end, to be very diligent in making this preparation. What our hand finds 
to do for God, and our fouls, and our generation, let us do it with all our 
might, before our death, becaufe after death there is no devicq nor 
working. 
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Now we are told, 

J. What induced him lo make fuch preparation. Two things he consi- 
dered, (I.) That Solomon was young and tender, and not likely to apply 
him fell with any great vigour to this huh it. fs al firfi. |i> that unMs he 
fou ndthe wheels (el a going, he would be in danger of lofiiig a great deal 
of time at firft, the rather, becaufe being young, he would be tempted to 
put it olf; whereas if he found the materials got ready to his hand, the 
mod difficult part of the work would be over, and it would excite and en-, 
courage him to go about it in the beginning oi his reign. Note, Thofe 
that are aged and experienced fliould confider ibofe that are young and ten- 
der, provide them what help they can, that they may make the work of God 
aseafy to ihemaspoflible. (2.) That the houfe muft becsceeding magnificent, 
very fiately and fumptuotis, Itrong and beautiful, every thing about it the 
bell in its kind: And good realon, bc-caufe it was intended for the honour 
of the great God, the Lord of the whole earth, and was to be a type of 
Chrifi, in whom all fulnefs dwells, and in whom are hid all ireafures. Men 
were then to be taught by lenfible methods, and the grandeur of the houfe 
would help to alfeci the worflitppers with a holy awe and reverence for God, 
and would invite firangers to come and fecit, as the wonder of the world, 
who thereby would he brought acquainted with the true God, therefore 
it is here defigned to be ol lame and of glory throughout all countries. 
David foretold this good effect of im being magnificent, Pfal. xvri. 2y. 
Becftufc of the temple at Jcrufalem , /hull kings bring prcjentvuntv thee. 

2. What preparation he made; In general he prcpaied abundantly, as we 
(hail find afterwards; cedar and fioncs, iron and brafs are here inllauced in, 
ver, 2, 3, 4. Cedar he had from the Tyrians and Zidonians; lhc daugh- 
ter of Tjjrcjhallbe therewith a gift, Plal. xlv. 12. Me alfo got workmen 
together, the firangers that were in the Jand of Ifrael ; fume think, becaufe 
thejr were generally better artilb, and more ingenious in manual operations 
than the Ifraelttcs ; or rather, becaufe he would not employ ihelree*born 
Ifraeliles in any thing that looked mean nnd fer vile. They were delivered 
from the bondage of making tricks in Egypt, and inufi nut return to hew 
ft ones. Thefe ftrangers were profelyles lo the Jewifii religion, who, though 
not enllaved, yet were not of equal dignity with Ifraoliles. 

6. Then he called for Solomon his fon, and charged 
him to build an houfe for the LORD God of ifrael. 
7. And David faid to Solomon, My fon, as for me, 
it was in my mind to build an houfe unto the name of 
the LORD my God: 8. But the word of the LORD 
came to me, faying, Thou halHhed blood abundantly, 
and haft made great wars: thou /halt not build an. 
houfe untomyname, becaufe thou hafifhed much blood 
upon the earth in my fight. 9. Behold, a fon fliall be 
born to thee, who fliall be a man of reft; and I will give 
him reft from all his enemies round about: lor his 
name fhall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet- 
nefs unto Ifrael in his days. 10. He fhall build an 
houfe for my name; and he Jhall be my fon, and I will 
be his father; and I will eftablUh the throne of his king- 
dom over Ifrael for ever. 11. Now, my fon, the 
LORD be with thee; and profpcr thou, and build the 
houfe of the LORD thy God, as he haih laid of. thce. 
l c 2. Only the LORD give thee wifdom and under- 
Handing, and give thce chargc concerning ifrne/, that 
thou mayeft keep the Jaw of the LORD thy God. 
13. Then /halt thou profpcr, if thou takefi heed lo i'ultil 
the ftatutes and judgments which the LORD charged 
Mofes with concerning Ifrael: bo itrong and of good 
courage, dread not, nor be difmayed/ 1 4- Now be- 
hold, in my trouble I have prepared for ihc. houfe of 
the LORD an hundred thouland talents of gold, and 
a thou land thouland talents of f II ver; and of brnfe, and 
iron, without weight (for it is in abundance) timber alfo 
and fronc have I prepared, and thou may eft add thereto. 

15. Moreover, there are workmen with thee in abun- 
dance, hewers and workers of ftone and timber, and 
all manner of cunning men for every manner of work. 

16. Of the gold, the iilver, and the brafs, and the iron 
there is no number. Arife therefore, and be doing, and 
the LORD be with thee. 

Though Solomon was young and lender, he was capable of receiving 
infiruffiions concerning the work for. which he vvas clt-figned, which his fa- 
ther here gives him. When David came to the throne, ht* had many things 
lo do, far the foundations were aU oul.of courfe; but Solomon had only 
one thing in charge, and that was to build a houfefor the Lord Cod of Ijhtd, 
ver. 6. Now, 

J. He tells him why he did not do il hirafelf. Tt was in Uh mind lo do 
it, ver. 7. but God forbid him, becaufe he had Jlied much blood, ver. 8. 
Some think it refers to the blood of Uriah, which faftened fuch a reproach 
upon him as rendered him unworthy the honour of building Ihe temple; but 
that honour was forbidden him before he had fli^d that blood, therefore it 
muft be meant, as it is here explained, of the blood he filed in hi* wars, 
for he had been a man of war from his youth, which, though Ihed very 
juftiy and honourably, and in the ferviceof God and Ifrael, yet made him 
unfit to be employed in this lervice, or rather lefs fit than another that had 
never been called to fuch bloody work. God, by atligmnp this as tne rea- 
fon of laying David afide from this work, fliewed how preciou* human life 
is to him, and intended a type of him who (hould build th*s gofpel. temple, 
not by Hejiroying men's lives, b\xt Juving them, JLuke ix. 56. 

2. He gives him the reafon why he impofed this taflc upon hrm. ( 2.) Be- 
caufe God had deligned him for it, nominated him as the man that muft 
do it ; A fon Jhall be born to thee that fliall be called Solomon, and he Jhall 
build a houfefor my name, ver* 9, 10. Nothing is more powerful to engage 
us to, ^and encourage us in any fervice for God, than to know that here- 
unto we are appointed. (2.) Becaufe he would have leifure and opportunity 
to do it. He fliould be a man of reft, and therefore fliould not have his 
time or thoughts, or wealth, diverted from this bu ft nefs. He A cm id have 
reft from his enemies abroad, none of them fliould invade or threaten him, 
or give him provocation } and he fliould have peace and qutctocfc at home, 
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and therefore let him build the'houfe. Note, Where God gives reft hecx- 
pedis work. (3.) Becaufe God had promifed to eftablifti his kingdom. Let 
this encourage him to honour God, that God had honour in (lore tor him ; 
let him build up God's lioufct and God will build up his throne. Nole, 
God's gracious promifes (hould quicken and invigorate our religious fervice. 

3. He delivers him an account of the vaft preparations he had made for 
his building, vcr. 14. not in a way of pride and vain-glory; no, be fpeaks 
of it a< a poor thing, / have in my poverty prepared, raarg. But as an en- 
couragement to Solomon to engage cheerfully in this work, that he began 
with a good bottom* The treafure he mentioned of one hundred thoufand 
talents of gold, an d ten hundred thoufand talents of filver, amounts to fuch 
an incredible deal, that mofl interpreters cither allow on error in the copy, 
or that the talent here (ignilies no more but a plate ur piece; ingots we call 
them. I am apt to think* a certain number is here put for an uncertain, 
becaufe it is faid, ver. 1(5. that of the gold and filver as well as of the brafs 
and iron there was no number, and that David here includes all the dedi* 
cated things, chap* xviii. II. which he defigncd for the houjh of the Lord, 
u e. not only for the building of it, but for the (.feature* of it, and putting 
all together, it might come pretty near what is here fpoken of Hundreds 
and thoufands are numbers we olten tife to exprefs that which is very much, 
when ye would not be undcrftood ftriclly* 

4. He charged, him to keep God'* commandments, and to take heed to 
his duty in every thing, rcr. 13. He mufi not think by building the tem- 
ple to purchafe a difpenfalton to tin; no, but on the contrary, his cluing 
that would not be accepted, nor accounted of, if he did not take heed to fulfil 
thejialutcs which the Lord charged Mofesxiith, ver. 13. Though he was to 
be king of Ifrael, he muft always remember that he was a fubjedl to the God 
of Ifrael, 

5. He encourageth him to go about this great work, and lo go on in it, 
ter. 13, Be jlrong and of good courage - 9 though it is a vaft undertaking, thou 
needeft not fear coming under the reproach o fthe fooliih builder, that be- 
gan to build, and was not able to finilh ; it is God's work, and it (hall come 
to perfection: dread mt % nor be difnuujed. In our fpiritual work as well as 
in our fpiritual warfare, we have need of courage ami refolutioiu 

6. He quickens him not to reft in the preparations he had made, but to 
add thereto, wr. 1 i. Thofe that enter into the labour* of others, and build 
upon their advantages, muft ftill be improving, 

LaftJy, He pray< for him. The Lord give thee uijUom and underjlnnding , 
and give thee charge concerning Ifrael, ver. 1 2. Whatever charge we have, 
if we lee God giving us the charge, and calling us to it, we may hope he 
will give us wifdom for the difcharge of it. Perhaps Solomon had an eye 
to this prayer of his father for him, in that prayer of his for hiinlelf, Lord, 
give ?ne a wife and under/landing heart. He concludes, vcr. IC, Up and he 
koing % and the Lord be with thee. Hope of God's pretence muft not llacken 
our endeavour ; though the Lord be with us, we muft rife and be doing, 
which if wedo we have reafon lo believe he is, and will be with us. Work 
out your falvation, and God will work in you. , 

17. David alfo commanded all the princes of Ifrael 
to help Solomon his ion, faying, 18. fs not the LORD 
your God with you ? and hath he not given you reft on 
every fide ? for he hath given the inhabitants of the 
land into mine hand, and the land is fubdued before the 
LORD, and before his people. 19. Now fet your heart 
and your foul to feek the LORD your God ; arife there- 
fore, and build ye the fandtuary of the LORD God, to 
bring the ark ot the covenant of the LORD, and the 
holy veflels of God, into the houfe that is to be built to 
the'name of the LORD. 

David hero engageth the princes of Ifrael to affift Solomon in the great J 
Work he had locln, and every one lo lend him a -hand towards Ihe carrying 
of it on. They thai are in the throne cannot do the good they would, un- • 
lefyhofe about the throne fet in with them. David would therefore have the ; 
princes toadvifc Solomon, and quicken him, ami make the work aseafy to 
him as they could, by promoting it every one in his place. I 

1. He (hews them'what obligations they lay under to be zealous in this • 
matter, in gratitude to God for ihe great things he had done for them: he ! 
had given them viflnry, and reft, and a good land for an inheritance, rer. 13. ! 
The more God has done for us, the more we fliould tfudy to do for him. j 

2. He prertVth that upon them which would make them zealous in it, ; 
zfr. 19. Set your heart und foul to feek God, place your happinefs in his 
lavour, and keep your eye upon his glory ; feek him as your chief good « 
and higheft end, and this tvith your heart and foul; make religion your j 
choice and bufi net's, and then you will Hick at no pains or coll to promote . 
the building of his fanfluary. Let but Ihtf heart be fincercly engaged for | 
God, and the bund and head, the cftale and inlereft and all will be chear- j 
fully employed for him. I 

C M A P. xxnr. 

David Ziaving' given charge concerning ihe building of the temple, 
in this and thejollo'.ciug chapters fettles the method of the tem- 
ple fervice, and puts into order the offices and officers of it. In 
the late irregular times, and during the wars in the beginning 
of his reign, tve -may fiippofc, though the Levitical ordinances 
■ were kept up, yet not in that order, nor with that beauty and 
exaclncfs that was definable. Now David being a prophet as 
well as a prince, by divine warrant and direction fet in order 
the things that were wanting. In this chapter, ( I .-) He declared 
Solomon to be his fuccej/br, ver. 1. (2.) He numbered the Lcvites, 
and appointed them to their refptclive offices , ver. 2—5. (3.) He 
took an account of the fcvcral families of the Lcvites, ver. 6 — 23. 
(4.) He made a new reckoning of them from twenty years old, 
and appointed their work, ver. 2+- — 32. And in this he pre- 
pared far the temple as truly as when he laid up gold and Jilver 
for it, for the place is of Jmall account in the work. . 

L CO when David was old and full of days, he made 
O Solomon his fon king over Ifrael. 2. ^[And he 
gathered together all the princes of Ifrael, witlrtlie priefis 
andtheLeyites. 3. Now the Levites were numbered from 
the a§e of thirty years and upward: and their number 
by their polls, man by man, was thirty and eight thou- 
sand. 4. Of rtrhich, twenty and four thoufand were to 



fet forward the work of the houfe of the LORD: and 
fix thoufand were officers . and judges. 5. Moreover, 
four thou (and were porters, and four thoufand pra i fed 
the LORD with the inltruments which I made (/aid 
David) to praife therewith* 6. And David divided t hem 
into courfes among the fons of Levi, namely, Gerfhon, 
Kohath, and Merari. 7. f Of the Gerfhonitcs were 
Laadan, and Shimei. 8. Xhe fons of Laadan; the 
chief was Jehiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three. 9. The 
fons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and Haraii, 
three. Thefe zeere the chief of the fathers of Laadan. 
10. And the fons of Shimei were, Jahath, Zina, and 
Jeufli, and Beriah. Thefe four were the ions of Shi- 
mei. 11. And Jahatl? was the chief, and Zizah the 
fecond: but Jcufh and Beriah had not many fons: 
therefore they were in one reckoning, according to their 
father's houle. \ l 2. The fons of Kohath ; Amram, 
Izhar, Hebron, and* Uzziel, four. 13. The ions of 
Amram; Aaron and Moles; And Aaron was fe para ted, 
that he mould fancTily the mod holy things, he and his 
fons for ever, to burn incenfe before the LORD, to 
minifter unto him, and to blefsirt his name for ever. 14. 
Now concerning Moles the man of God, -his fons were 
named of the tribe of Levi. 15. The fons of Mofes 
were Gerlhom and Eliezer. 16. Of the fons of Ger- 
ihom, Shebuel was the chief. 17. And the fons of 
Eliezer zeere Rchabiah the chief. And Eliezer had 
none other Tons: but the fons of Rehabiah were very 
many. 18. Of the fons of Izhar ; Shelomith the chief. 
19. Of the fons of Flebron ; Jeriah thc'iirfi, Amariah, 
the fecond, Jehaziel the third, and Jekamean the fourth. 
£0. Of the lonS of Uzziel; Micah the firlt, and Jefiah 
tlie fecond. ai.-^f The fons of Merari; Mahli, and 
Mu/hi: the fons of Mahli; Eleazar and Ki/h. 22. 
And Eleazar died, and had no fons, but daughters: 
and their brethren the fons of Kiih took theirr. 23. The 

fons of Muihi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 

Here is, 1. The crown entailed, accord ing* lo '.ha divine appointment, 
ver. I. David made -Solomon king, not to reign with him, or reign under 
him, but only to reign after him. This lie did, (I.) When he was old and 
full of days; he was but leventy years old when he died, and yet he was lull 
ot' days, fatur dierum, fatisfied with living in this world. When he found 
himfelf going off, he look care for the kingdom when he was gone, and 
pleated himfelf with the hopeful prol'pefts of a happy fettlement both in 
church and llate. (2.) He did in parliament, in a tolemn af&mbly of all 
the princes of Ifrael, vvjiich made Adobijah^ attempt to break in upon Solo- 
mon's title, and let it alide, noivvithn.mding.this public recognition and 
ettabtilhment of it, the more impudent, impious, and ridiculous. Note, 
The fettling and lecuring of the crown in the interelts of the temple, is 
b great blelfing to a people, and a great fatiifuftiou to thofe that are 
themfelves leaving the flajre. 




but now it was increaled above fnur-fold, much more in proportion than 
the relt of the tribes, for the ferviccable men of Levi's tribe, were now 
thirty-eight ihouland ; unlets we fuppofe^ that here thofe were reckoned 
who were above rifly, winch were not there. Joab had not numbered the 
Lcvites, chap. xxi. 6. but David now did, not in pride, but for a good 
purpole, and then he needed not fear wrath for it. 

3. The Lcvites diftributcd to their respective pofis, ver. 4, 5. that every 
hand mighl.be employed ; for of all men, an idle Levite makes a very ill 
figure, and that every part of the work might be carefully done. Now, 
(1.) It w:ts for the honour of God, that fo great a number of fervants 
attended his houle, and the bulinefs of it ; much of the ftate of great men 
conlifis in the grcatnefe of their retinue; when God. kept houfe in Ifrael, 
fee what a great houfiiold he had, and all well fed and taught. But whaf 
were thefe to the attendants of this throne above, an innumerable com parvy of 
angels? (2.J It was the happinefs of Ifrael, that they had among them luck, 
a configurable body of men, who were obliged by their office to promote 
and keep up religion among them. If the worfliip of God go to decay in 
Ifrael, let it not be faid, it was for waul of due provifion for the fupport of 
it, but that they who thou Id have done it, were carelefs and falfe. 

The woik ulfigned the Lcvites was four-fold. (I.J Some, and indeed 
far the greater number, were to fet forward the work of the houfe of the 
Lord. Twenty-four thoufand, almoft two thirds, were appointed for thift 
fervice, to attend the priefts in killing the facrillces ; flaying them ; walhirig 
them; cutting them up; burning them, to have the meat-offering and 
drink offering ready.; tocarryout dirt, and to keep all the veflels and uten- 
filsof the temple clean, and every thing in its place, that the fervice might 
be performed both with expedition and with esactnefc. Thefe ferved a 
thoufand a week, and fo went round in twenty-four courfes. Perhaps w hile 
Ihe temple was in building, fame of thefe were employed lo fet forward ihat 
work, to aflift the builders, at leaf! to quicken them, and keep good order 
among them, and the decorum which became temple-work. (2.) Other* 
were officers and judges, not in the affairs of the temple, and in contrm-er- 
lies thai arofe there, for there we may (uppofe ihe priells prefided. But in 
the country, they were magiftrates to give the laws of God in charge, to 
reiblve difficulties, and to determine controverfies that arofe upon ihem. 
Of thefe there were four thoufand in thefeveral parts of the kingdom, th.it 
atfilted the princes and elders in every tribe, in the adminiftration of'juftice. 
[$.) Others were poriers to guard all the avenues of the houfe of God, to 
examine them that defired entrance, and to refill thofe that would.lorce an 
entrance. Thefe were thelile-guardsof the temple, and probably we'rearmed 
accordingly. (4.) Others were fingers, and players on tnftruments, whole 
bulinefs it was lokcep that part of the fervice; this was a new erected office. 

4. The Levites muftered, and difpofed of into their refpeclive families 
and kindreds, that an account of them might the belter be kept, and thofe 
that neglected their duty might the eafier be discovered hy calling over the 
roll and obliging them to anfwer to their names, which each family might 

do 
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do for Kfclf. When thofe of the fame family were employed toother, it 
would engage ibem to love and affifr nneanothcr. When Chrifi Pent forth 
Ins cliTvipJe* two and two, diofe thai were lirclhren he pul together. Two 
JjitniJ.es were here joined in one, w,r. 1 1 . bi-caulo they hud nut many ions 

figure. ^ WCak a ' ,d IitUe may be put^elheraod "nake a 

Thai which is moft obfervable in (his account of the families of the Le- 
vies is, that the poftcrity of Mofes (that great man) flood upon ti e level 
J ^S ^ - dignities or privileges al afi peculiar fo 

ffS/A^ ,el, 17f«"»y °f A » r °n were advanced to^lheprieft's office, to 

UinCtZJtl t/it vio l hnfu thimix- iw 1*1 Fi ic : r r .r ,^ * 



Chap. XXIV 



fc». u .u«T u " 11 " ran ms interceilinn lor Ifrael, 

enc t7 r ° '"^ \^ nal,€,n »? e K e «eroufly refufed it, in recom- 
llr lLl \ ■ ^""'y »? h «.VWlly 'ncreared. and mak«<s up in num- 
ber wl ai . I wants m figure,.;, the tr.be of Levi. Now, (l.) The leveling 

t ytf 'frl' f llU - thc fCn ' » 30 evidence of h « Cental : Such an 
ntereft hud he both wrth God and man, thai if he had aimed to raife his 

m n bnul \-, to dignify and enrich that, he might have eafily done it ; but 

» ' V' 0 yl-^" e ,nan '?" d !o '^PPeared, when he lei, to his children 
no marl* ot diftinflion; which was a s.gn he had the Spirit of God, and 
not thelpiril or the world. (2.)The elevation of Aaron's family above. he 
reft was a retw.penee of his lelf denial. When Mufes (his younger bro- 
IherJ was made a god to Pharaoh, and he only his prophet or fpokelman, to 
vblvrva : his orders, and in do »« he was bidden ; Aaron never difpuled it 
nor mbfi.-d upon bisfeniority.hut readily look the inferior port God put him 
in, ubm.lled to Moles,, and upon orcafion, called* him his lord . and be- 
cau.e he thus fuhimtled biinfelf in his own per Inn to his junior, in compJi- 

5m32 K M " f TOd hl * M ■ CXa,led h» above I at 

of Mofes h.mlel . Tho e that are content lo ftoop, are in the fair eft way 

n,e - -Before honour is humility. J 

♦i 2 * # 3" , TIiere awn? the fons of Levi after tlie houfe of 
their lathers; even the chief of the fathers, as thev 
were counted by number of names by their polls, that 
did the work lor .the fcrvice of tiie houfe of the LORD 
trom the age of twenty years and upward. <25. For 
David faid, The LORD God of Ifrael hath mven reft 
unto his people, that they may dwell in Jerufalem for 
ever; s<J. And alfo unto thc Levitcs: they fhall no 
More carry the tabernacle, nor any veflels of it for the 
.lervjce thereof. 27. For by thc iaft words of David, 
the Levites teere numbered from twenty years old and 
above. 28. Bccaufc their office was to wait on the fons 
or Aaron, for the fcrvice of the houfe of the LORD 
in the courts, and in the chambers, and in the purify- . 
irig of all holy things, and the work of the fervice of 
the houfe of God ; s». Both for thc fhew-bread, and 
for the fine flour for mcat-oflering, and for the unlea- 
vened cakes, and for that which is bakenin the pan, and 
lor that which is fried, and for all manner of meafure 
and nze : SO. And to (land every morning to thank 
and praife the LORD, and likewife at even ? 31. And 
to offer all burnt-facrifices unto the LORD in the fab- 
oaths, in the new-moons, and on the fet feafts, by 
number, according to the order commanded unto them 
continually before the LORD: 32. And that they 
mould keep the charge of the tabernacle of the con ore- 

O-mrifm nnrl tUn ~U — l' * 1_ _ I I _ _ . i , ., . » 



meat-oFirings. that the priefis might have every thing ready to thvir hands. 
(•2.) Thole ol them that were judges and officers, particularly had an eye 
upon all meaiure and fi»«, ver. 20. The ftandards of all weights and nt co- 
lore* were kepi in ihe fniclimry, and the Levites had she care of them (o 
fee that they wc-re exact, and to try other weiglrs and ineafures by them 
•When they were appealed to. (3 ) The work of the fingers was to thank 
andpraifc thc Lord, ver. .'JO. at the Offering of the morning and evening facri- 
lice*, and others oblation* on the fabbalh*, new-moons, fever. 3i. Mofes 
appointed that they Humid blow with trumpets over their burnt- offerings 
and other facrifices, and on their folemn days. Numb. xi. 9. The found of 
which was awful, and might be affecting to the worfh-ppers, but was not 
articulate, not fueh a reafonablu fervice as this which David appointed, of 
lingmg pfalms on thofe occaCons. As the Jewifh church grew up from its 
infancy, it grew more and more intelligent in its devotions, till it came at 
length in thc gofpcl to put avay childijli thirty. Gal. iv. 3—9. (3.) The 
work ol the porters [ver. 5.) waslo keep the charge of thc tabernacle and of 
the holy place, that none might come nigh but luch n were allowed, and 
thofe no nearer than was allowed them, ver. 32. They were likewife to 
keep the charge uf the fons of Aaron, to be at their beck, and to go on 
their errands, who yet are called their brethren, to be a memorandum to the 
pnefis that though they were advanced to a high ftatlon, yet they were 
hviuu md oftltejUmc rock with common Levites, and therefore muft not lord 
it over them, but in all in Ranees treat ilium as brethren. 

C II A P." XXIV. 

This chapter gives us a more particular account of thediftributiouof 
t thc prie/ts and Levitts into t/ttir refpective claffhs^ for thc more re- 
gular dlfcharge of their offices, according to their families. { . .) 
Of thc priefis, ver. 1 — lfi- (2.) Of the Levites, ver. 20— M. 

NOW thefe are the divifions of the fons of Aaron : 
The fons of Aaron ; Nadab and Ahibu, Elea- 
zar and Ithamar. 2. ButKadaband Abihu died before 
their father, and had no children: therefore Elcazar and 
Ithamar executed thc prieit's office. 3. And David dis- 
tributed them, both Zadak of the fons of Elcazar, and 
Ahimelech of the fons of Ithamar, according to their 
offices in their fervice. 5. And there were more chief 
men found of the fons of Eleazar, than of the fons of 
Ithamar; and thus were they divided: Among the fons- 
of Eleazar there were fixteen chief men of the houfe of 
their fathers, and eight among the fons of Ithamar ac- 
cording to the houfe of their fathers. 5. Thus were 
they divided by lot, one fort with another; for the 

~ l ~ r ~ ~ ' eoi 

of 
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gration,and the charge of the holy placc,znd the charge 
or the Ions of Aaron their brethren, in the fervice of 
the houfe of thc LORD. 

«rfu Cr f ,S '- lm AnaIlera «'o» made in the computation of the effeaivemen 
fZSrJSZZVii J! 13 ' Whcrea f! n MufcVs i 5me lhe y w ^e not lifted, nor taken 
wp„k i ir 7 W ^ lh,rt yj ,ea " old » nor attthitlcd as probationers till 

S?fl?« I Jf U " 1 I V " U , 2 k , Dav,d or(lcred b >' direaion from God, that 
f?Jn* * """nberedybr the fervice of thc houfe of the Lord, from the age 

tvnrl y >< ? rs an ,' 1 u P. vvards ' * er - This order he confirmed by his last 
words, vcr. 27 when h«i put Ins laft hand lo the draught of this enablifh- 
ment, he exprefly appointed this to be done for ever after ; yet not he, but 
■ 1,.; ; I 1 ') perhaps the young Leviles not having any work appointed 

wm£*AM*i? e . yCarS .° ,d ; had ma ">' of lhem habit or idleness. 

re,S,tniV \°- l ' ,wr Pi^ftires, which proved loth a blemifli to their 

reputation, and a hindrance to their ufefulnefs afterwards: lo prevent which 

S^"" 5 !^!"? ftf V? wor and bro "?! ,t undcr difci P ,ine at iwml y 

n W f i ; ~ ? Wl " be em , inen «» mutt Iear n l» > a ke care, and lake 

pains betimes. 2. VV hen the work of the Levites were to carry burdens 

heavy burdens the tabernacle and furniture of it, God could not call any' 

r - y Wm ? m ? to ll,cir fl!il flren K ,h 5 Tor he confiders our frame, 
and m re! vice as well as fuficrings will lay no more upon us than we are able 

o hear: But now God had given reft to his people, and made Jerufalem 
ms dwell. ng-pjace for ever, fo that there was no more occalon to carry the 
lauernacle, and the veflels thereof, the fervice was much eafier, and what 
would not over-work lhem. nor over-load them, if they entered upon it at 

wenty years old. (3.) Now the people of Ifrael were multiplied, and 
mere was a more general refortto Jerufalem, and wouldbe when the temple 
Sff' lhan h»<> ever been to Shiloh, or Nob, or Gibeon, it wasYe- 
<juiiite there fljould be more hands employed inthe tcmple-fervice, thateverv 
iiraeWe that brought an offering might find a Levite ready lo affift him. 
vv nen more work is to be done, it is pity but there mould be more work- 

S^ l,e , d / nfortl ! e doin * of H - Whcn the harveft is plenteous, why 
mould the labourers be few ? 7 

2. A further account of the Levites work. What the work of the priefis 
vvas we are lold.wr. 30. 'Tofantlifythemnjl holt, things, lo bum inccaf {before 

™ui ,0 . hteJk in his name > that work ihe Levites were not to 

ineditie with .and yet they had work enough, and good work, according 

werL iJ Jr lCU tU f y , Were , a PP? inled - w. 4, 5. (I.J Thofe pf them that 
1 If t ?J et &™ rdt H™rkqfthchQujeqfGod,vcT.*. were therein to wait 
on the Jims of Aaron, ver. 28. were lo do the drudgery work (if any work 

£a i ' '? tob T ca " ed drudgery) of the houfe of God, (o keep the courts 
and chambers clean, fet things in their places, and Have them, read v when 
ir^o ° CC ^ ufetn , era - They were to prepare the (hew-bread which 
the pnefts were to fet on the table, to provide the flour and cakes for the 



governors of thefanchiary,and governors of the houfe 
Ood, were the fons of Eleazar, and of the fons v . 
Ithamar. 6. And Shemaiah the fon of Xethanecl the 
icribe, oiieot the Levites, wrote them before thc kine 
and the pnnces, and Zadok the prieft, and Ahimelech 
the fon of Abiathar, and before the chief of the lathers 
of the priefis and Levites: one principal houfhold being 
taken for Eleazar, and one taken for ithamar. 7. Now 
the firft lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the fecond to Je- 

r 1 ^. 1, ^:. Tbe third to Ha «*"» ^>iirth to Scorim, 
9. The fifth to Malchijah, the fixth to Mijamin. 10- 
The feventh to Hakkox, the eighth to Abijah, 11. 
The ninth to Jcfhuah, the tenth to ahechaniah, 12. The 
eleventh to Eliafhib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13. The 
thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteen til to Jefhebeab, 

14. 1 he fifteenth to Bilgah, the fifteenth to Immer 

15. The feventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth toApnifes. 

16. The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Je- 
hezekcl, 17. The one and twentieth to Jachin, the 

am ul f 18. Tiie three and 
twentieth to Delaiah, thc four and twentieth to Ma a- 
ziah. W. Thefe xcere thc ordcrings of them in their 
ierviceto come into the houfe of the Lord, according 
to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the LORjS 
God of Ifrael had commanded him. 

The particular account of thefe eftabiidimenis U of liitlc ufc to u«» now- 
but when Ezra publilhed il, il was of great ufe to direct their church! 
affairs alter their return from captivity into the old channel again. The 
tttle of tins record we have, ver. 1. Thefe arc thc dhifwn* of the fons of 
Aaron; not by which they divided one from another, or were at variance 
one with another; it is pity there fliould ever be any fuel, divifions among 
the Ions or Ifrael but efpecially among the fons of Aaron : but the diftrt- 
butions of them in order to the dividing of their work among llicmfeive*. 
it was a divifinn which God made, and was made for him. 

'•This difiribulion was made for the more regular dilcharge of their 
office. God was. and rtiH is the God of order, and not of confuf,on : 
particularly in the things of his worfhip. Number without order is but a 
clog, and an occafxon of tumult; bui when evciy one hath, and knows 
and keeps h«s place and work, the more the belter. In the mvfiical bod J 
every member has its ufe for the good of the whole, Rom. xii. 4, 5. l Cor. 

2. It was made by lot, that the difpofal thereof might be of the Lord 
and fo all quarrels and contentions might be prevented, and no man could 
be charged with parhahty, nor could any fay they had wrong done them: 
os God is the God of order, fo he is the God of peace. Solomon faith of 
the lot, that it caufeth contention to ceafc. 

3. The lot was cafr publicly, and with great Tolemmty, in the prefence of 
he king, princes, and pnefts, that there might be no room for any fraudu- 
lent praa»ces or the ulpiaon ol them. The lot is an appeal to God, and 
ought lo be managed wlh an agreeable reverence und finceriiy. Malthias 

• not but it might be ibil ufed.in lauh ■„ parallel C al«. as : ,n inftituted or. 
dmance. \\ c have here the name of the public notary that was employed 

in 
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in writing Ihc names, and drawing the lots, tcr. 6. Shemaiak one of the 
Levites. 

♦K What ihofc priefl<: were cliofen lo was, lo prHirle in the affairs of the 
fancluary, fit. 5. in ihcir foveral courfes and turns : ihat which was to be 
determined by the lot. was only ihe precedency , not who fhould ferve, for 
they chofe all the chief men j hot who (hould lerve firft, and who next, 
that every one might know his courfe, and attend in it. The twenty-four 
chief men of Ihe priefts, were fixteen of the houfe of Eleazar, and eight of 
Iihamar; (or the houfe of Iihamar might well he fuppufed to dwindle fince 
the fen ten ee paifed on the family ol Eli, who wxs oflhal houfe. The me- 
thod of drawing the lots is inlimaled, ver. 6*. one chief houftiould being 
taken for Eleazar, and one for Iihamar ; the fixteen chief names of Eleazar 
were put in one urn, and eight for Iihamar in another, and they drew out 
of them alternately, as long as thofe for Iihamar lalted, *and then out'of 
thole only for Eleazar j or two for Eleazar, and then one for Ithamar, 
throughout. 

5. Among thefe f • unty-fonr courfes, the eighth is that of Abijah or 
Abia, ver, 10. which is mentioned, Luke\.5. a* the courfe which Zecha- 
rtali was of, the father of John Baptift; by which it appears, thai thefe 
courfes which David now fettled, though interrupted perhaps in the bad 
reigns, and long broken offby Ihe captivity, yet continued in fucceflion till 
the deftrudtion of the fecond temple by the Romans: and each courfe was 
ca.led by the name of him in whom it wasfirfl founded, as the high pried is 
here called Aaron, rcr, 19. becaufe fuccceding in his dignity and power, 
though we read not of any of them that bore that name; whoever was high- 
pricft.mtift be reverenced andobferved by the inferior priefts a> their father, 
as Aaron their father. Chrift is high-prieft over the houfe of God, to 
whom all believers, being made priefis, are lo be in fubjeclion. 

20. And the refl of the fons of Levi zcere thefe: 
Of the Tons of Aniram; Shubacl : of the fons of Shu- 
bael : Jehcleiali. 21. Concerning Rehabiah : of the 
fons of Rehabiah, the lirlt was Is/hiah. Q ( 2. Of the 
Izharites : Shelomoth: of the fons of Shelomoth ; Ja- 
hath. m 23. And the fons of Hebron j Jeriah the firjl y 
Amariah the fecond, Jaaziel the third ; Jekanieam 
the fo urlh. 2 1«. Of the fons of Uzziei ; Michah : of 
the fons of Michah; Shamir. 25. The brother of 
Mich all av/.v Is Hi i ah : of the fons of Isfliiah ; Ze'cha- 
r i ah. 20. The fons of Merari zcere, Mahli and Mu/hi: 
the fons of Jaaziah : Beno. 27. <J The fons of Me- 
rari by Jaaziah ; Beno, and Shohatn, and Zaccur, and 
Ibri. 28. Of Mahli came Eleazar, who had no fons. 

29. Concerning Ki/h : the ion of Ki/h was Jerahmecl. 

30. The fons of Muftii ; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeri- 
moth. Thefe zcere the fons of the Levites, after the 
houfe of their fathers. 31. Thefe likewife cAl lots 
ovcragainft their brethren the fons of Aaron, in the 
prefence of David the king, and Zadok and Ahime- 
lech, and the chief of the fathers of the priefts and 
Levites, even the principal fathers,' over againlt their 
younger brethren* 

The Levites herenamed wcremofl of them mentioned before, chap, xxiii. 
1 6, &c. They were of 'hofe who were lo attend thepriefls in the fervice 
of the houfe of God, but here mentioned again as heads of the twenty- 
four courfes of the Levites ( and about fo many are here named) who were lo 
attend the twenty-four courfes of the priefts ; they are therefore faid lo rajl 
lots over aguinjl iheir brethren (lb (hey are called, not their lords) the fons of 
Aar/m t who were not to lord it •>ve; God's clergy, as the original word is, 
1 Pet. v. 3. And that the whole difpofal of the affair might be of the 
Lord, ihe principal fathers call lots over-againft their younger brethren, i. c, 
thofe that were of the elder houfe came upon ihe level with thofe of the 
yountfeF families, and took their place, not by feniority, but as God by the 
lot dire&ed. Note, Jn Chrift no difference is made between bond and free, 
elder and younger. The younger brethren, if ihey be faithful and fincere, 
fliall be no" lefc acceptable lo Chrift than the principul fathers. 

CHAP. XXV. 

David having fettled the courfesof thofe f*evitcs that zcere to attend the 
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and other art/jis y ver. 7. (2.) The order in xvhieh theij xvere to 
attend determined bj/ tut, ver. — 31. 

1. ]\/T Oreo ver David and the captains of the hoft fe- 
1VA paratcd to the fervice of the fons of Afaph, 
and of Pieman, and of Jeduthun, who fhould prophecy 
with harps, with pfalteries, and with cymbals: and the 
number of the workmen, according to their fervice, 
was : 2. Of the fons of Afaph 5 Zaccur, and Jofeph, 
and Xcthaniah, and Afarelah. the fons of Afaph, under 
the hands of Afaph, which propheficd according to the 

order of the king. 3. Of Jeduthun : the fons of Jedu- 
thun ; Gedaliah, and Zcri, and Je/liaiah, Ha/habiah, 
and Mattithiah, fix, under the hands of their father 
Jeduthun, who prophefied with a harp, to give thanks, 
and to praife the LORD. 4. Of Heman : the fons of 
Pieman, Dukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and 
Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, 
and Romamti-ezer, Jo/hbekafhah, -Mallothi., Hothir, 
G7zrfMahazioth : • 5. All thofe xvere the fons of Heman 
the king's fcer in. the words of God, to lift up the horn. 
And God gave to Heman fourteen fons and three 
daughters, fi. All thefe zcere under the hands^of their 

* 
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father, for fong in the houfe of the LORD, with cym* 
bals, pfalteries, and harps, for the fervice of the houfe 
of God, according to the king's order, to Afaph, Jo 

duthun, and Heman. 7. So the number of them with 
their brethren, that were infh*u6fed in the fongs of the 
LORD, even all that were cunning, zvas two hundred 
fourfcore and eight. 

Obferve, 1. Singing the praifes of God is here called propftefying, ver. I, 
2, 'J. nol that all ihole who were employed in this feiiice were honoured 
with the virions oi' God,*or could foretel things to come. Heman indeed is 
faid to be ihe king* s jeer in the words of Cod, ver. 5* hut the pfalms they 
fung were computed by prophets, and many of them were prophetical, and 
the 
I 
I 

Paul calls prophelying, 1 Cor. 4 — xiv. 24. 

2. This is here called a fervice, and the pcrfons employed in it workmen, 
ver, l 9 not but that it is the grealeft liberty and pleufureto be employed in 
praiting God, What is heaven but that? But it intirnau-s, that iL is our 
duty to make a buGnefs of it f and ilir up all that is within us to it, and that 
in our prefent flate of corruption and infirmity, it will not bo done as it 
{houldbe done without labour and ibuKgie; we mufl take pains with our 
hearts to bring them and keep them to this work, and to engage all that k 
within us. 

3. Here were, in compliance with Ihe temper of that difpenfationj a 
great variety of mufical inilruments ufed, harps, pfalteries cymbals, ver* 
1—6. and here was one that lifted up the horn, ver. 5. i. e. ufed wind-mufic. 
The bringing of fuch concerts of mulic into the worfliip of God now, is 
what none pretend to. But IhoTe that ufe fucirconcerls for tlieir own en- 
tertainment, fhould fee themfelves obliged to preferve them always very in- 
nocent from any thing that favours of im moral fly or profanenef^, by this 
consideration; that time was when they were facred, and then they were 
juftiy condemned who brought them even into common ufe, AmosvuS* 
They invented to tliemfelves instruments of mufic like David. 

4. The glory and honour of God was pr/ncipa//y intended in all this 
temple mulii % , whether vocal or inflrumenial: It was to give thanks and 
pratfc the Lord \ that they wore employed, z tr. 3. Ii was in the Jiwgs of the 
Lord that they were infiutchd. ver. 7. /. c.forjbngs in the huujc of the Lord* 
ver. 6. This agrees with the intention of the perpetuating of pfalmody in 
the gofpel-churtn, which is, to make melody xvith the heart % in conjunction 

Willi the voice, unto the Lord y Ephef. v. 19. 

5. The order of r, K kin(4 is likewife taken no Lice of, per. 2. and again, 
rcr. 6. Ia thofe n ; It indeed, David a«Slcd asa prophet j but his inking 
care forlhedue and icgular orWervance of divine inftitutiuns, both ancient 
and modern, is an example to all in authority to ufe their power for the 
pionioting of religion, and the enforcing of the laws ofChn'li* Let thcru 
thus be ndnijlcrsaf Cod for good. 

6. Tl»e huneis prcfioitd in tins furviqe, Afaph, Heman, and Jeduthun. 
ver. 1, and the children were under the hands of their father, ver. 2, 3, 6* 
This gives a good example to parents to train up their children, and indeed 
Vj ail feniors to inftrutl th'-ir juniors in the lervice of Gc»d, and particularly 
in p* ailing of him, than which there is no part of our work more neecfiary, 
nor more worthy to be iranfrmtted to the fuececding generations. It gives 
alfoan example to the >ounger \oJ\ibmit themfelves to the elder \ whofe expe- 
rience and oblervntion fits them torcondud, ami, as far as may be, to do 
what they do under their hand. It is probable, Heman, Afaph, und Jedu- 
thun, were bred up under Samuel, and had tlieir education in thefchoolsof 
the prophets, which he was the founder and prefident of j then they were 
pupils, now they came to be matters : thofe that would be eminent mull 
begin early, and take time to prepare themfelves: Thi<good work offing* 
ing God's praifes S-.muel revived, and let on foot, but lived not to lee it 
brought to the perfection it appears in here. Solomon perfcCIs what David 
began, fo David perfects what Samuel began. Let each in their day do 
what they can J'orGod and his church, though they cannot carry it fo far 
as they would; when they are gone, God can out of {tones raile up others, 
who lliall build upon their foundation, and bring forth the top~(ione. 

7# There were others alfo, befides the fons of thefe three great men, 
who are called their brethren (probably, becaufe rhey had been wont to join 
with them in their private concerts) who inflvuctcd in the Jongs of the 
Lord, and w r ere cunning or well-Ikilled therein, ver, 7. They were all 
Levites, and were in number two hundred eighty and eight. Now, (l.) 
Thefe were a good number, and a competent number to keep up ihe fervice 
in the houfe of God ; for they were all (kilful in the work to which they 
were called. When David the king was lo much addificd to divine poelv 
and mufic, many others, all that had a genius for it, applied their {I u dies 
and endeavours that way. Thofe do religion a great deal of good fervice, 
j and bring the exercifes of devotion into reputation. (2.) Yet thefe were 
but a fnnall number in companion with the^four thoufand, whom David 
appointed thus to praife the Lord \ chap, xxiii. 5. Where were all the reli 
when only I wo hundred and eighty-eight, and thofe but by twelve in a 
courfe, were Jhpa rated to this fervice? It is probable, all the reft were di- 
vided into as many courfe*, and were to follow, as thefe led. Or, perhaps, 
thefe were for Jong in the houfe of the Lord % ver, 6. with whom any that wor- 
fliipped in the courts of that houfe might join, and the reft were Jifpofed qf 
all the kingdom over, to prefide in the country congregations in this good 
work ; for though the faerifices infiitutcd by the hand of Mofes might be 
offered but at one place, the pfahns penned by David might be fung every 
where, 1 Tim. ii. 8. 

8. 5f And they caft lots, ward again ft ward, as well 
the fmall as the great, the teacher as the fcholar. 9. 
Now the iirtl lot came forth for Afaph to Jofeph > the 
fecond to Gedaliah, who with his brethren and fons were 
twelve ; 10. The third to Zaccur, he, his fons and his 
brethren, zcere twelve : J I. The fourth to Izri, he> his 
fons and his brethren, were twelve: 12. The fifth to 
Nethaniah, he, his fons and his brethren, were twelve: 
13. The fixth to Bukkiah,/if, his fons and his brethren 
were twelve: 14. The feventh to Jefharelah, he, his 
fons and his brethren, were twelve r 15. The eighth to 
Jefhaiah, he, his fons and his, brethren acre twelve: 
16. The ninth to Mattaniah, he, his fons and his bre- 
thren, were twelve : 17. The tenth to Shimei* /be, his 
fons and his brethren, were twelve: 18- The eleventh 
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to Azarcel, he, his Tons, and his brethren, xoeYc twelve : 
19. The twelfth to Hafhabiah, he, his ions, and his bre- 
thren, xvere twelve : 20. The thirteenth to Shubael, ke 9 
his Ions, and his brethren, were twelve : 21. The four- 
teenth toMnttithiah, he, his ions, and his brethren, were 
twelve: 22. The fifteenth to Jerimoth, he, his fons, 
and his brethren, xvere twelve : l 23. The lixteenth to 
Hananiah, he, his fons, and his brethren, raw twelve: 
24. The feventeenth to Jofhbekalhah, he, his fons, and 
his brethren, xcerc twelve: 25. The eighteenth to Ha- 
nani, he, his fons, and his brethren, zoere twelve : c 26. 
The nineteenth to Mallothi, he, his fons, and his bre- 
thren, xvere twelve : 27. The twentieth to Eliatha, he, 
his fons, and his brethren, xvere twelve : 28. The one 
and twentieth to Hoihir, he, his fons, and his brethren, 
xvere twelve : 29. The two and twentieth to Giddalti, 
he, his fons, and his brethren, were twelve : 30. The 
three and twentieth to Mahazioth, he, his fons, and his 
brethren, toere "t wcl y e : 31. The four and twentieth to 
Roimmtiezcr, he, his fons, and his brethren, xvere twelve. 

Tvv«nl}-four perfims were named in llie fnregciinp paragraph, as Tons of 
U:olu three preat men, Alaph. Heman, and Jeduthun. Etham was the 
tlj:nl, chop, vi. but it is likely lie was dead before the eftabJifliment 
wa* prriocled, and Jeduthun rame in his room. Of ihefe three providence 
fo or.h-retj it that Alaph had four fons, Jedulhun fix, and Heman fourteen, 
In all twenty-four, which were named, ver.2,3, 4. who were all qualified 
for the fervice, and called to it. But the queftiun was, in what order they 
tnuft ferve, and that was rletermined by lot, to prevent ft rile for precedency; 
a fin which moft enfily bel'eis man);, that ol her wife are good people. 

1. The lot was thrown impartially. They were placed in twenty-four 
companies, twelve in a company, in two rows, twelve companies- in a row, 
and fo they caft lots, ward aguinjl mini, putting them all upon a level, 
final! and great* teacher and Icholar ; they did not go'according to their 
age, or according to their Handing, or the degrees they had taken in the 
mitfi.' fchpols but it was referred to God, ver, S. final 1 and great, teachers 
and feholar.-?, tland alike before God, who goes not according to our rules 
of dtftincltnn and precedency. See Matt. xx. 23. 

2. God determined it as he pleafed, probably with regard to the per- 
ianal merits of the perfons, which am much more confiderable than fenio- 
rity of age or priority of birth. Let us compare them with the preceding 
catalogue, and we mail find that, (I.) Jofepli was the fecond fun oFAfaph. 
(2.) Gedalinh deleft fon of Jeduthun. (3.) Zarcur the eldcft of Afaph. 
(•!•.) \zt\ fecond fon of Jeduthun. (5.) Ncthaniah third of Alaph. (ff.)Buk- 
Jciah eldell of Heman. (7.) Jafharelah youngeft of Afaph. (8. J Jeftiaiah 
third of Jeduthun. {9.) Mattaniah third oF Heman. (10.) Shimei young- 
eft of Jeduthun. (II.) Azareel third of. Heman. (12.) Haftiabiah fourth 
of Jedulhun. (13.) Shubael fourth of Heman. (14.) Matlilhiah fifth of 

* Jeduthun. (15.) Jerimoth fifth of Heman. (16.) Hananiahfixth of He- 
man. ( 17.) Jofhbekaniah eleventh of Heman. (1 8.) Hanani feventb of 
Heman. (19.) Mallolhi twelfth of Heman. (20.) Eliatha eighth. (21.) 
Hoihir the eleventh. (22.) Giddalti the ninth. (23.) Mahaziolh the four- 
ieenlh. And Inftly, Komamliezer the tenth of Heman. See how God in- 
crease) fome hands, and preferred the younger before the elder. 

3. Each of ihefe had in their chorus the number of twelve, called, their 
Jons and their brethren; becaufe they obferved them as fons, and concurred 
with them as brethren. Probably twelve, fome for the voice, and others 
for the inftrument, made up the concert. Let us learn with one mind and 
one mouth to glorily God, and that will bethebeft concert. 

C H A P. XXVI. 

JTY have here a further account of the bufinefs of the Levites x that tribe, 
had made but. a -eery /mail figure all the times of the judges, till Eli 

and Sam uelappcaredcm men t of that tribe. But ivhen David revived 
•Tel ig ion, the Levi tesxeere of all men in ihegreate/l reputation; and 
floppy it was they had Leviles that were men of }infe,fit to fupport 
the honour of their tribe. We have here an tti'count] ( 1 .) Of the 
Leviles that xvere appoin led to be porters, ver. I — 19. ( 2 . ) Oflhofe 
that xvere appointed to bctreufurersandftore-kecpers, ver. 20 — 2». 
(3.) Ofthofethat xvere officers and judges hi the country, and xvere 
intrujiedxoit h the ad mini ft ration of public affairs, ver. 29 — 32. 

1. ^^Oncerning the clivifionsof the porters: Of the 

Corhitcs xoas Meihelemiah the fon of Kore, of 
the fons of Afaph. 2. And the fons of Melhelemiah, 
xvere Zechariah, the firft-born, Jediael the fecond, Ze- 
badiah the third, Jatbniel the fourth, 3.Elam the fifth, 
Jehohanan thefixth, Elicenai the fevenlh. 4. Moreover 
the fons of Obed-edom xvere Shemaiah the firft-horn, 
Jehozabad the fecond, Joab the third, and Sacar the 
fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth. 5. Animici the fixth, 
Jflachar the feventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God 
blefied him. 6". A Mb unto Shemaiah his fon were fons 
born, that ruled throughout the houfe of their father : 
for they xvere mighty .men of valour. 7. The fons of 
Shemaiah; Othni, and Raphael, and Obed, Elzabad, 
whofe breth ren xvere ftrong men; Elihu and Semachiah: 
8. All thefe of the fons of Obed-edom : they and their 
fons and their brethren, able men for ftrength for the 
fervice, xvere thrcel'core and two of Obed-edom. 9. 
And Melhelemiah had fons and breth ren,. ftrong men, 
eighteen. 10. Alfo Hofah of the children of Merari 
had fons; Simri the chief (for though he was not the 
jirft-borrr : yet his father made him the chief.) 11. 
Hilkiah the fecond, Tclbaliah the third, Zechariah the 
lourth: all the Ions and brethren of Hofah xvere thir- 
teen. 12. Among thefe xvere the divifions of the por- 
ters, even among the chief men having wards one againft 
another, to minifter in the houfe of the LORD. IS. 
No. JLXI * 
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And they catt lots as wcil the fin ail as the groat, 
cording to the houfe of their fathers for every g ite. 14 
And the Jot cattward fell to Shclemiah ; tfi^u Ln'.Zo 
chartah his fon (a wife counfellor) tliey caft lots, and 
his lot came out northward. 25. To Obed-edom fovuh- 
ward, and to his Ions lite houfe of A flipping. 1G. Yo 
Shuppim and Mof'aii, the lot cavxe-forth weTttvard with 
the gate Shallecheth, by rf the"catifcway of the goinir up- 
ward againft ward. '17. Eu ft ward xvere fix' Leviles, 
northward four a day, fouth ward four a day, and toward 
Afuppim two and two. IS. At Parbar weft ward, four 
at the can fe way ami two at Parbar. l!J. Thefe are the, 
div/ions of the porters among the Tons of Kore, and 
among the fons of Merari. 

Obferve, I, There were por^-rs apprvn^'d In n?(* 4 r;rl ih • ionip'ff who 
guarded all the avenues that led to r, opened ant! intti all the m 'or ^;i!e^, 
and attended ut idem, not onlv fi>r fi.i!;-, hnL thr l<iy\ 9 u:v § tn i- # iri*cl and in- 
firuci tliofe iliut were lining to wur\h p u\ t\iv courts uf the lanciuaryj in the 
decorum they were la ubfervc ; U> encourn<;e thole that were t;"morou^ # to 
fend back the tlranger^ aiul unclenrw nnd u> i*uan\ n%u}nfi thieves, and 
others that wen: enemies to the houltr or G^L In ulhilitm to thir»c>fiice # 
mini Iters are faidtohave thv h\y* of tht \'ni^l->in oj /;c«rtvKonw:iiiled lolhrnif 
Matt. xvi. I j>« III il lh«*y nuyadmitaiidi.-xi'letie^tccor dints toilu: law ofCIirifr. 

2. OHeverai of iholcthat were called u> :J.is A:. v r itv, il taken notice 
of, (hat they were mighty men of valour M ver. t5. JlfQig wca 9 vur, 7. ublc 
men, vat. tf. and one o tliem th;;L he via* a zvhr co*tnlillo}\ ver, I V. who, 
probably* when be had t\ [fid t hi '< office n \ o deacon zvdL antJ ijavc proofs ot 
more thau ordinary vvdihun, pnrchajht t*> hlmtelfn ^noJ tlc^rec find wn- pre- 
ferred (rum die gate iiHhc council-board, I l\m. i:s. A< for tbufe that 
excelled in firen^th of body, ard courage ur.d refidu:t<*ii of mind, they 
were I hereby qualilied for tb^ pult ;u;i-;ne»i ih^m ; Iwr w hatever le: vice 
Gotl calls men la, he either hnds tliem or mak< 5 lUnu Uu 

3. The fcuis of Obed-e^Iom were emp'oMnl 111 \h>< vtY ;e ; fixty-two of 
that family. Tins was h« Ms.it enLc j riai;:vd lie ark w iih ■n - v« , r» , n« - and cliear^ 
fulnefs, and fee how he vvus rewarded for it. (I • Ii«'hu*l vi%h*jbft* % ver. 5. 
for God btvffld !t!m. The mcreatW and bedd ; n^ up ol tanidus ;s owing 1 to 

the divine blctting; and a j;reat blcir:iu; it i-» lu a umih lobave ninny chil- 
dren t when they area*; thole here, -hie for, and eminent in the f enicc u£ 
God. (2.) His funs were pr«*tefreii to placvs trull in ihu (andunry. 
They had faithfully atteiule«l the ark in ihen own iu>ufe, an ! now were 
called to attend it in God's houle. lie liiai is trulty in 11 lillle, Ih all be 
trufted with more. lie that keeps God's uidinance-* in hi^ own lent, is lit 
to have thecufiody ol* them in God's tabernacle, I Tim* Y\\. I, .5. / have 
kept thy law, (aitli David, and this I had, hecaufe J kept thy ptectyts, Pla!. 
cxix, 55, 5i>. 

4. It is ibid of one bore, that though he nwv not the Jirfi*born% yet hue 
father made him the chief ver. 10. cither beeaule bit wa\ verj excellent, or 
becaufe the elder fon was very weak. He was made chief, perhaps* not in 
inheriting the eflale, for that was foi bidden by die law, Omi. sv„ 15, L7, 
but in this fervice, which required pcrfonal qualifications. 

5. The porters, as the lingers, had their poft aflij^ned them by lot; fo 
many at fucb a gale, and fo many at fucJi a one, shat every one might know 
his poft, and make it good, tev m 13. Il is ut>{ (m%1 they were call into 
twenty-four courfes, as before, but here are the names of about twenty- 
four»wr* I— 1 1 . and the ports afiipied arc t wen t\ -lour, rtr. 17, IS« VVe 
have thereJbrcreafon tothinkthcy were dilTnbu ted into fo man v companies. 
Happy they who dwell in God's houfe! for as they are well fed, well 
taught, and well employed, fo they are well guarded. Men attended at the 
gates of the temple>butangc!s at the gates ol the I\ r ev% Jerulaiem,/^ xxi. 12. 

20. And of the Leviles, Ahijah zcas over tlic trca- 
furcs of the houfe of God, and over the (ivnltircs of 
the dedicated things, til. Js conrmiutg the tons of 
Laadan : the fons of the Gerfhonitc Landan, chief fa- 
thers, even of Laadan the Gerihonite zccrc 9 Jehicli. 22. 
The fons of Jehicli ; Zelham, and Joel his brother, 
lohteh zpcre over Lhctrcafures of the Iioufe of the LORD. 
23. Of the Amramitcs, and the izha rites* the llcbron- 
ites, and the U/zielhcs: a-t. And Shcbuel the fon of 
Gerfltom the Ion of Mofes, zvast ruler of the treafurcs. 
Ho. And his brethren by Eliezcr; Rehabiah his fon, and 
Jefhaiah his fon, and Joratu his fon, and Ziehri 1 1 is fon # 
and Shelotnith his fon, 20. Which Shelumith, and 
his brethren, zoere over all the treafurcs of the dedicated 
things, which David the kingr-and the chief fathers, 
the captains over thoufands aiuj\hiindreds, and tlie cap- 
tains of the hoil had dedicated. ^27- Out of the fpoils 
won in bailies, did they dedicatc'tb maintain the Iioufe 
ofthcLORD.^ 28. And all thatSamuel the fucr, and 
Saul the fon of KWh, and Abner the fon of Ker, and 
Joab the fon of Zeruiah had dedicated, and vvhofocver 
had dedicated any thing, it was under the hand of She- 
lomith, and of his brethren. 

Obferve, I. There were treafuresof the houfe of God : A great houfe 
cannot be well kept without fioresofall manner uf provisions. Much was 
expended daily upon the altar, flour, wine, oil, fait, fuel, betides the 
Iambs; quantities of thefe were to be kept beforehand, betides die furred 
vefiments and ulcnfils. Thefe were the: ireajures of the houfe of God. And 
becaufe money an fivers all things, doubilefs they had a gieut deal of cafh, 
which was received from the people's offerings, wherewith they bought in 
what they had occafion for. And, perhaps, much was laid up for an exi-« 
gence. Thefe treafures typified the plenty there is in our heavenly Father's 
houfe, enough and to (pare. In Chrift, the true temple, are hid treafurcs 
of xoi/dom t and knowledge, and w fear citable riches. 

2. There were treafures of dedicate things; dedicated m oft] y out of the fpoils 
won in battle, ver. 27. as a grateful acknowledgment of tUe divine pro- 
teflion. Abraham gave Alelchiiedec the tenth of t be fpoils, Heb. vii. t 4. In 
Mofes's time, the officers of the army, when they returned vidlorious, 
brought of their fpoils an oblation to the Lord, Numb* xxxt. 50- Of late 
this pious cuftom had been revived, and not only Samuel and David, but 
Saul, and Abner, and Joab, had dedicated of the tr fpoils to the honour 
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and hipport of tho honk- of God, z-cr. 2S. Note, The more God beftoxvs j 

upon" us, I he morv he expects from usm works of piety arid charity. Great j 

if; rail lor proportionable returns. When we look over our eftates, we j 

fnnuM conhiK-r, hero are eunvenient things, rich things, it may be, and fine , 

things inn wiine are the dedicated things? Men of war mufl honour God j 
vvitluheir I'pniN. 'J. The!'-- irealiirva had treafurers, ihofo that were over 
them, ver. -2D, '2o. whofe bulim I- ii was to keep than, that neither moth 

nor rW might' ro.- rapt them, nor thieve* hreak lhruu»h to fteal; to give out j 

us there wa< oa'-a-n. ami to lee that they were nut wafied, embezzled, or j 

alienated ioan> common life: and, ii is probable, they kept accounts of all i 
that was brought in, and how it was laid out. 

■ 

20* •If Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his Tons teere 
for the outward bu fin els over Ifrael, for officers and 
judges. 30. And of the Hebron ites, Hamabiah and his 
brethren, men of valour, a thoufand and feven hundred, 
w wofBcersamongthcm of li radon this fide Jordan weft- 
ward, in all thebufinefs of the LORD, and in the fer- 
vice of the king, .'i 1 . Among the Hebronitcs zvas Jerijah 
the chief, even among the Hebronitcs, according to the 
venerations of his fathers. In the fortieth year of the 




two thoufand and feven hundred chief fathers, whom 
king David made rulers over the Reubenites, the Gad- 
ites) and the half-tribe of Manafleh, for every mat- 
ter pertaining to God, and affairs of the king. 

All the offices in the houfe of God being well provided with Levites, we 
have here an account of thole that were employed as officers and judges in 
the outward bufincfc, which mutt not be neglected, no, not for the temple 
hfeW. The* magifiracy is an ordinance of God for the good of the church, 
as truly as the miniftry is. And here we are told, ^ m 

1. That the Lev ites were employed in the adminiftralion of juftice in 
concurrence with the princes and ciders of the feveral tribes, who could not 
be fuppofed to underftand the law fo well as the Levites, who made it their 
bulincls to ftudy it. None of thofe Levites who were employed in the 
fervice of the fancluary, none of the fingers or porters were concerned io 
this outward bufiiiels ; either one was enough to engage the whole man; 
and it was prefumption for any to undertake both. 

2. Their charge was both, in all bufinefs of the Lard, and in the Jen-ice of 
the king, ver. 30. and again, xcr. 32. they managed the affairs of the coun- 
try, as well ecclefiaftical as civil, took care both of God's tythes and the 
king's taxes, punilhed offences committed immediately againft God and his 
honour, and thofeagainft the government and the publicjpeace, guarded both 
againft idolatry and again ft injuftice, and took care to put the laws in exe- 
cution againft both. Some, it is likely, applied themfelves to the affairs 
of religion; others to fccular affairs ; and fo, between both, God and the 
king were well ferved. It is happy with a kingdom, when its civil and 
facred interefts are thus twifted, and jointly minded and advanced, 

3. There were more Levites employed asjudges with the two tribes and 
a half on the other fide Jordan, than with all the reft of the tribes; there 
were two thoufand feven hundred : whereas on the weft fide of Jordan, 
there was but one thoufand feven hundred, ver. 30, 32. Either thofe remote 
tribes were not fo well furniflied as the reft with judges of their own, or 
becaufe thev, lying fartheft from Jerufalem, and on the borders of the 
neighbouring nations, wem moll in danger of being infeftcd with idolatry, 
and* moll needed the help of Levites to prevent it. The frontiers muft be 

well guarded. . 

■KTh i ii laid to be done (a* were all the foregoing fetllemenls) in the 
fortieth year of the reign of David, ver. 31. thai was the laft year of his 
reign. *\Ve lhould be fo much the more indufirious lo do good, us tir fee 
the day approaching If we live not to enjoy ike fruit of our labours, 
grudge it nut lo thofe that (hall come alter us. 

C II A P. XXVII. 

In this chapter zee kair the rh illi/r , including the military. (I.) 
77/6' twelve captains for etety /I'coml month of the year, ver, i-- 
15. {'1.) The princes of the jivcral tribes ver. 1 6 — 2 4. (3. ) The 
office* % s ofth e court, ver. 25 — i - J- . # 

1. TVJOW the children of Ifrael after their number, 

to wit, the chief fathers and captains of thou- 
fands and hundreds, and their officers that ferved the 
king in any matter of the courfes, which came in and 
went out month by month, throughoutall the months of 
the year, of every courfe raw twenty and four thoufand. 

2. Over the tirlt courfe for the firlt month, was Jalho- 
beam the fon of Zabdicl : and in his courfe were twenty 
and four thoufand. 3. Of the children of Perez, was 
the chief of all the captains of the hoft for the firlt 
month. 4-. And over the courfe of the fecond month, 
teas Dodai an Ahohite, and of his courfe was Mikloth 
alio the ruler : in his courfe likewise were twenty and four 
thoufand. 5. The third captain of the hoft for the third 
month, zvas Benaiah the Ion of Jehoiadaa chief prieit: 
and in his courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 6. 
This is that Benaiah, who was mighty among the thirty, 
and above the thirty: and in his courfe was Ammizabad 
his fon. 7. The fourth captain for the fourth month, 
was Afahei the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his fon 
after him : and in his courfe zverc twenty and four thou- 
fand. 8. The fifth captain for the fifth month, was 
Shamhuththelzrahite:and in his courfe were twenty and 
four thoufand. 9. The fixth captain for the fixth month, 
was Ira the fon of Ikkefh the Tekoite: and in his courfe 
tcere twenty and four thoufand. 10. The feven th cap- 
tain for the feven th month, was .Helez the Pelonite, of 



the children of Ephraim : and in his courfe rcen* 
twenty and four thoufand. 1 1. The eighth captain for 
the eighth month, mis Sibhccai the Hulhathitc, of the 
Zarhites; and in his courfe were twenty and four thou- 
fand. 12. The ninth captain for the ninth month, was 
Abiezer the Anetolhite, of the Ben jamites : and in his 
courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 13. The tenth 
captain for the tenth month, tew Maharai the Ne to pha- 
lli ite, of theZarhitcs: and in his courfe were twenty 
and four thoufand. 14. The eleventh captain for the 
eleventh month, teas Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the 
children of Ephraim: and in his courfe were twenty and 
four thoufand. 15. The twelfth captain for the twelfth 
month, zvas Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel: and 
in his courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 

We have here an account of the militia of the kingdom, and the regula- 
tion of that. David was himfelf a man of war, and had done great things 
with the ivvord ; great armies he had brought into the field, now here we 
are told how he marfliailed them when God had given him reft from all his 
enemies. He did not keep them all together, for that would have been a 
hardfliip on them and the country; yet he did not dilband and difperfe them 
all, then he had left his kingdom naked, antkiiis people would have forgot 
the arts of war, wherein they had been inftructco 1 ."* 'He therefore con t riven 
to keep up a conftant force, and yel not a Handing army. The model is 
very prudent. 

1. He kept up twenty-four thoufand conflantly in arms. I fuppofe in a 
body, and difciplined, in one part or other of the kingdom ; the free- 
holders carrying their own arms, and bearing their own charges while they 
were up. This was a fulHcienl ftrength for the fecuring of the public peace 
and fafety. Thofe that are Ifraeliles indeed, muft learn war, for we have 
enemies to grapple with, whom we are concerned conftantly lo Hand upon 
ourguard againft. 

2. He changer, them every month ; fo that the whole number of the mili- 
tia amounted to two hundred eighty eight thoufand, perhaps, ahout a fifth 
part of (he able men of thekingdom. By diftribuling them thus into twelve 
courfes, they were all mfrritftcd in, and accuftomed to, military exercifes, 
and yel none were compelled to be in fervice, and upon charge above one 
month in the year, which they might very well afford, tlnlefs upon extraor- 
dinary occa/ions, and then they might be all got together prefently. It is 
the wifdom of governors, and much their praife, while they provide for 
the public fafety, to contrive how to make it effectual, and yeteafy, and as 
little as poftihle burden fome lo the people. 

S. Every courfe had a commander in chief over it, befides the fubaltem 
officers that were rulers of ihoufands, and hundreds, and fifties; there was 
one general officer to each courfe, or legion. All thefe twelve great com- 
manders are mentioned among David's worthies and champions, 2 Sam, 
xxiii. and 1 Chron. x't. They had firft ilgnalized themfelves by great actions, 
and then they were advanced lo thofe great preferments. It is well with 
a kingdom when honour thus attends merit- Benaiah is here called a chief 
prieit, ver. 5. But Cohen fignifVing both a prieft and a prince, it might 
better be tranflaled here a chief ruler,' or (as in the margin) a principal 
officer. Dodia had Mikloth (ver. 4.) either for his fubftitute when he was 
abfent or Infirm, or for his fuccefTor when he was dead. Benaiah had his 
fon under him, ver. 6. Afahei had his Ion afier him, ver. 7. and by that, 
it feems, that this plan of the militia was laid in the beginning of David's 
reign; for Afahei was killed by Ahner while David reigned in Hebron. 
And when his wars were over he revived this method, and left the mili- 
tary affairs in this pofture, for the peaceable reign of his fon Solomon. 
When we think ourlelves raoft fate, yet while we are here in the body, we 
mull keep in a readinefe for fpirifual conflict: Let not him that girdtth o/t 
the liarticfi, boujl as he that puts it off. 

16\ ^[Furthermore, over the tribes of Ifrael: the 
ruler of the Reubenites zvas Eliezer the fon of Zichri : 
of the 3imeonitcs, Shephatiah the fon of Maachah: 17. 
Of the Levites, Hafhabiah the fon of Kemuel : of the 
Aaronites, Zadok : 18. Ofjudah, Elihu, one of the 
brethren of David : of Iflachar, Omri the fon of Mi- 
chael : 19, Of Zebulun, I/hmaiah the fon of Oba- 
diah: of Naphtali, Jerimoth the fon of Azriel. 20. Of 
the children of Ephraim, Hofhea the fon of Azaziah : 
of the half tribe of Manaileh, Joel the fon of Pedaiah: 
21. Of the haM-rtribe of Manaileh in Gilead, Iddo the 
fon of Zecariah : of Benjamin, Jaaliel the fon of Ab- 
ner. 22. Of Dan, Azareej the fon of Jeroham. Thefe 
zverethe princes of the tribes of Ifrael. 23. But Da- 
vid took not the number of them from twenty years old 
and under : becaufe the LORD had faid, he would in-' 
creafe Ifrael like to the ftars of the heavens. 24. Joab 
the fon of Zeruiah began to number, but he finifjied not, 
becaufe there fell wrath for it againft Ifrael, neither was 
the number put in the account of the chronicles of king 
David. 25. And over the king's treafures was Azma- 
veth the fon of Adiel : and over the (lore- ho tiles in the 
fields, in the cities, and in the villages, and inthecaftles, 
was. Jehonathan the fon of Uzziah. 26". And over them 
that did the work of the field for tillage of the ground 
iwwEzri the fon ofChelub. 27. And over the vineyards 
was Shimei the Ramathite : over the in creafe of the 
vineyards for the vine-cellars, zoasZabdi the Shiphmite: 
28. And over the olive-trees, and the fyca mo re-trees, 
that were in the low plains, was Baal- ban an I he Gedc- 
rite : and over the cellars of oil was Joafli. 29. And 
over the herds that fed in Sharon, was Shitrai the Sha- 
ron ite: and over the herds that were in the valleys,' teas 
Shaphat the fon of Adlai. 30. Over the camels alfo 
zcasObil the Ilhmaelite: and over the afies, zvas Jchdeiaf i 

the 



Chap. XXVI It 

the Mcronothite. 31. And over the flocks, was Jaziz 
the Ilagerite. All thefe xvere the rulers ot' the fubftance 
which zvas king David's. 32. Alio Jonathan David's 
uncle was a counfellor, a wife man, and a fcribe : and 
Jehicl the fon of Hachmoni was with the king's fons, 
33. And Ahithophel was the king's counfellor, and 
Ilufhai the Archite was the king's companion. 34. 
And after Ahithophel, was Jehoiada, the fon of Benaiah, 
and Abiathar: and the general of the king's army was 

Joab. 

We nave here an accounl, 

1 Of* !)»<• princes of the tribe: fomcthlng of the ancient order inftituted 
h\ M'»fe< in wiMernefs was f T ill kept up, that e*'ery tribe fliould have its 
pi ince «>r chief. i* i* probable, ii was kept up all along, either by elec- 
tion, or by I'uccf (fii»n in the fame family ; and thofe are here named, who 
were found in lhat office when I his account was taken. Elihu, or Eliab, 
who wa< prince of Judah, was I he eldcft Ion of Jelle, and defcended in a 
right hnc from Nahlhon and Salmon, the princes of this tribe in Mofes's 
time. Whether ihefe princes were in Ihe nature of lord lieutenants, thai 
guided them in their military affairs or chief juftices that prefided in their 
counsel* judgment, «Jolh not appear. Their power we may fuppufe much 
lefk now all the tribes were united under one king than it had been when 
for the mo/1 pnrl I he v PCied feparalely. Our religion oblige th us to be fub- 
jecl not only to the king as Jitprcmc, hut unto governors under him. 1 PeL ii. 
13, l +. tin* princes that decree juftice. Of Benjamin, was Jazicl the fon 
of Abner. rtr.21. Though Abner was David's enemy, and oppofed his 
coming to the crown, yet David would not oppofe the preferment of his 
fon, but, perhaps, nominated him to I his poll of honour; which teaches 
us Ic-rendcr good for evil. 

2. Of Ihe numbering Ihe people, ver. 23, 21-. It U here faid, (I.) That 
when David ordered the people to be numbered, he forbad the numbering 
oflhnle under twenty years old, thinking thereby to fave the reflection, 
which what he did, might other wife cafr upon the promife that they fhould 
be innumerable: yet it was but a poor lalvo; for thofe under twenty never 
were uferi to be numbered, and the promife of (heir numbers, chiefly re- 
fpocled the effective men. (2.) That that account which David took of 
the people in the pride of his heart, turned to no good account, for it was 
never perfected nor done with exaclnefs, nor was it ever recorded as an 
authentic accounl; Joab was lick of it, and did it by halves : David was 
a fl lamed of it, and willing it fliould be forgotten, becaufe there fell wrath 
for it againft lfrael. A good man cannot in the reflection pleafe bimfelf 
with that, which he knows God is difpleafcd with ; cannot make ufe of 
that, nor take comfort in that which is obtained by fin. 

3. Of the officers of the court. 

(I.) The rulers of the king's fubftance; as they are called, ver. 31. fuch 
as had the overfighl and charge of the king's tillage, his vineyards, his 
olive-yards, his herds, his cancels, his aflcs, his flocks. Here are no officers 
for ftatc, none for fport, no matter for the wardrobe, no matter of the cere- 
monies, no matter of the hori'c, no matter of the hounds, but all for fub- 
fiance, agreeable to the fimplicily and plainnefs of thofe times. David was 
a great foldicr, a great fcholar, and a great prince, and yet a great hufband 
of his eftate, kept a great deal of ground in his own hand, and flocked it, 
not for pleafurc, but profit; for the king himfelf is ferved of the field, 
Eccl. v. 9. and thofe magiflrates that would have their fubjecls induflrious, 
mutt be themlelves examples of induftry, and application to bufinefs, how- 
ever, afterward* the poor of the land were thought good enough tobevine- 
dreflers and hulbandmen ; now David put his great men to prefide in thofe 
employments. 

2. The attendants on the king's perfon. They were fuch as were emi- 
nent for wifdom, being defigned for converfe. His uncle, lhat was a wife 
man, and a fcribe, not only well lkilled in politics, but well read in the 
fcriplurec, was his counfellor, rcr. 3*. Another, who no doubt excelled 
in learning and prudence, was tutor to his children ; Ahithophel, a very 
cunning man, was his counfellor ; but Hufhai, an honeft man, was his 
companion and confident. It doth not appear that he had many counfel- 
lors; but thofe he had were men of great abilities. Much of the wifdora of 
princes is feen in the choice of their minlftry. J3ut David, though he had 
all thefe trufty and well-beloved coulWisand counfellors about him, preferred 
his bible before them all, Psalm cxix. 2t. Thy tejlimonies arc my delights, 
mnd my cowfcOors* 

CHAR XXVIII. 

The account zee had of David's exit in the beginning of the firfi 
hook of Kings, does not make his fon ?iear Jo bright* as this 
here, ' in this and the following chapter, where we have his fo- 
lemu farewell both to his Jon and his fubjecls, and mitjl own 
that he finijhed well. In this chapter we have, (1.) A gene- 
ral convention of the /tales J'ummoned to meet, ver. I. (2.) 
d folemn declaration of the divine entail both of the crown, and 
of' the honour of building the temple, upon Solomon, ver. 2 — 7. 
(3.) An exhortation both to the people, and to Solomon, to make 
religion their bvjmejs, ver. 8 — 10. (\.)The model and ma- 
terials delivered to Solomon for the building of the temple, ver. 
1 1 — ig. (5.) Encouragement giving him to undertake it 9 and 

proceed in it, ver. 20, 21. 

I. A ND David aiiembled all the princes of lfrael, 
A the princes or" the tribes, and the captains of the 
companies that minillcred to the king by courfe, and the 
captains over the thousands, and captains over the hun- 
dreds, and fiewards over all the fubftance^ and poilef- 
iion of the king, and of his fons, with the officers, and 
with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men unto 
Jerulalem. 2. Then David the king flood up upon his 
feet, and faid, Hear me, my brethren, and my people, 
As for me, I had in mine heart to build an houieof reft 
for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for 
the footftool of our God, and had made ready for the 
building: 3. But God faid unto me, Thou fhalt not 
build an houfe for my name, becaufe thou hafl been a 

man of war, and haft ihed blood. 4. Howbeit, the 
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LORD God of rfracl chofe me before all the houfe of 
my father, to be king over lfrael forever: for he hath 
chofen Judah lobe the ruler; and of the houfe of Judah, 
the houfe of my father, and among the fons of my fa- 
ther, lie liked me to make ?nek'mg over all lfrael: 5- 
And of all my fons (for the LORD hath given me 
many fons) he hath chofen Solomon my Ion, to fit 
upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over 
lfrael. 6\ And he faid unto me, Solomon thy fon, he 
mall build my houfe and my courts: for 1 have. chofen 
him lo be my fon, and I will be his lather. 7. More- 
over, I will eftablhh his kingdom for ever, if he be 
conftant lo do my commandments and my judgments, 
as at this day. 8. Now therefore in the fight of all 
lfrael the congregation of the LORD, and in the 
audience of our God, keep and feek for all the com- 
mandments of the LORD your God : that ye may 
ooilefs this good land, and leave it for an inheritance 
for your children after you forever. 9. ^[ And thou, 
Solomon my fon, know thou the God of thy father, 
and fcrve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing 
mind : for the LORD fearcheth all hearts, and under- 
ftandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
feek him he will be found of thee; but if thou for fake 
him, he will cad -thee off forever. 10. Tdke heed now, 
for the LORD hath chofen thee to build an houfe for 
the fan&uary : be ftrong and do it. 

A great deal of fervice D.ivM hail done in his day, had ferved his gene- 
ration according to the niil of God, Adt«? xiii. 36. But now the time draws 
nigh that he muft die, md, a< a type tit" the Son of David, the nearer he 
comes lohis end, the more buiy he is, am] doth his work with nil ins might. 
He is now a tittle recovered from that i!! f;: he had, 1 /Cinqs i. L. when //icy 
covered him with clnaths and he got nn heat: But what cure U there for old 
age? He therefore improves his recovery, a* giving him an opportunity of 
doing God and his country a little more fervieu. - 

1. He lummons all the great men. to attend him, thnt he might take 
leave of them all together, ver. I. Thus Moles did, Dent. xxxi. 28. and 
Joftmac/iM/?. xxiii. 2. — xxiv. I. David would nm iee tare the feittementoF 
the crown, but in the prefenceand to the faiisfadliim of I hole that were the 
reprelentatives of the people. 

2. He addrefleth himfelf lo them, with a great deal of refpeft and (ender- 
nels. He not only made a fhift lo get out of his bed to give them a meet- 
ing, the occafion pulling new fpiriis into him, but be rofcmjt of his chair, 
and flood up upon his feet, ver. 2. in reverence lo God, whole will he was to 
declare, and in reverence to this folemn alfembly of the lfrael of God, as 
if he looked upon himfelf, though major fingulis, yet minor unitetfis. His 
age and infirmities as well as his honour might well have allowed him to 
keep his feat, but he would (hew lhat he was indeed humbled for the pride 
of his heart, both in the numbers of bis people, and ids dominion over 
them. Then it was loo much his pleafure thai they were all his fervanls, 
chap. xxi. 3. now he calls them his brethren, whom he loved, his people, 
whom he took care of» not his fervants, whom he had the command of* 
Hear me my brethren and my people. It becomes fuperiors thus to (peak with 
anvclion and condefcenfion, even to their inferiors: They will be not the 
lefs honoured (or it, but the more loved. Thus he engages their attention 
to what he was about to fay. 

3. He declares the purpolehe had to build a temple O r God, and God's 
difallowing of that purpufc, ver. 2, 3. This he had fignified to Solomon 
before, chap. xxii. 7, 8. A houieof reft for the ark, i< here laid lo be a 
houfe of reft for the ibotftool of our God, for the heaven is his throne of 
glory; the earlh and Ihe moft magnificent temples tha* can be buili upon 
it is but his footftool. So much difference is there between the manifefhu 
lions of the divine glory, in the upper and the lower world. Angels fur- 
round the Ihrone, T fa. vi. 1 . We poor worms do but uorjhrp at his foatjloalf 
Pfalm xcix 5. — exxxii. As an evidence of the (incerhy of his purpole to 
build Ihe temple, he tells them he had made ready for it, but . God would 
not fuffer him to proceed, becaufe be had cut out other work for him, 
to do, which was enough for one man to do, -viz. The managing of the 
wars of lfrael; be mull ferve the public with ihe fword, another mud do 
it with the line and the plummet. Times of reft are building times, 
A&t ix. 3 1 . 

4-. He produceth his own title firfr, and then Solomon's to the crown, 
both were undoubtedly Jure divino: They could make out fuch a title as no 
monarch on earth can, the Lord God or lfrael chofe them both imme- 
diately, by prophecy not providence, ver. 4, 5. No right pf primogeniture 
is pretended, deter digniori, not feniori; (l.J Judah was not fhee/deftfon of 
Jacob, yet God chofe that tribe to be the ruling tribe, and Jacob emailed 
thefcepler upon it. Gen. xlix. 10. (2.) Il doth not appear that the family 
of Jelle was the fenior houfe of that tribe; from Judah it is certain it was 
not, for Shelah was before Fharez: whether from Nahlhon, and Salmon, 
is not certain. Ram, the father of Nahfhon had an elder brother, 1 Chron. 
ii. 9. perhaps fo had Boaz, Obed, JefTe, yet God chofe Ihe houfe of my 
father, (3.) David was the youngefl Ion of JefTe, yet God liked him to 
make him king, fo it feemed good unto him. God takes whom he likes, and 
likes whom he makes like him, as he did David, as man after his own heart* 
(4.) Solomon was one of the youngeft fons ol David, and yet God chofe 
him to fit upon the throne, becaufe he was. the likeliefl of them all lo build 
the temple, the wifeft and beft inclined. 

5. He opens to them God's gracious purpofi s concerning Solomon, ver. 
(5, 7. J have chofen him to be my fon. Thus he declares the decree, lhat 
the Lord had faid to Solomon, as a type of Chriit, Thou artmyfon t Pfalm 
ii. 7. the fon of my love; for he was the fon of Jedtdiah, becaufe the Lord 
loved htm, and Chrift is his beloved fon. Of him God faid, as a figure of 
him that was lo come, (1.) He Jhull build my houfe. Chrift is both the 
founder and the foundation of the gofpel-temple. (2.) 1 zvill efiabUJk hit 
kingdom for ever. This mnft have its accomplishments in the kingdom of 
the Medial), which fiiall continue in his hands through all theagesof time, 
I/a. ix. 7. Luke i. 33. and /hall then be delivered up to God, even (he 
Father, yet perhaps to be delivered back to the Redeemer for ever. As lo 
Solomon, this promife of the eftablifhment of his kingdom, is here made con- 
ditional. If he be eonfiant to my commandment, as at this day. Solomon was 
now very towardly and good ; if he continue fo, his kingdom mall conti- 
nue, elherwife not, Note, If we be con 1] ant in our duty* then, and not 

olhsrwife 
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othcrwifc, ivomaycxprfl the continuance of God** fot'our. Let thofcthat 
are well taught begin well, tjikt* iioiu'e or this, if' ihev be conftanl, they 
arc happv : pcjicivr-titcc! wear-; the crown, though it wins it not. 

(i. I Jif chur^e^ lliem in adhere Itt'dlultly t > Of»<l nnrl iheir «lui\ t rtr. 
Obferve, (I.) Tin - ma Hit of this charge: keep and [fickjhr ail the command- 
i/ient? of the Lnvd your God. The Lurd was their Goil, his cmnmantlmenls 
nrnfl he (heir rule, they muft hava refpefl to th'im all, maft make conference ' 
of keeping them, and in order thereunto mull leek lor thertij u muft be 
inqurfitive concerning tlieir duly, learch the fcriplure*, take advice, feck 
the law at their mouth, vvhofe lips were to keep this knowledge, and pray 
to God to teach and dircft them. Gad's commandments wiM not be kept 
without great care. (2.) The folcmnity of it: He chargclh them in the 
/ijjht of al! Ifrael, who would all have notice of this public charge, and in 
the audience of their God. God is vvituefs, audi his congregation is wit- 
nets that ihev had good counfel given them, and fair warning; if they do 
no! ( ( t!;c if, it is their fault, and God and man will lie witnefsagainft them. 
See I Tint, v, 21. 2 Tint, iv. 1. Thofe that profefs religion, as they ten- 
dor the favour of God, and their reputation with men mult be faithful to 
their profrffion. The motive to obferve this charge; it was the way to 
be happy, to have the peace able poftWIion of this good land theinielves, and 
to preserve the entail of it upon their children. 

7. He concludes with a charge to Solomcm himfclf, ver* 9, 10. He is 
much concerned that he fliould be religious. He was to be a great man, but 
IV muft not think religion below him; a wife man, and this would be his 
wifclom. Obferve, (1.) The charge he gives him. He muft look upon 
One! the God of hU father, bis good father, who had devoted him to 
God, and educated him for God. He was born in God's houfe, and there- 
fore hound in duty to be his; brought up in his houfe, and therefore bound 
in grai U ucle. Thint otvn friend and t hg father's friend forfake not. He muft 
know God and ferve him; we cannot ferve God aright, if we do not 
know him; and in vain do we know him, if we do not ferve htm: 
Serve him with heart and mind; we make nothing of religion if we do 
not mind it, and make heart-work of it : Serve him with a perfeft, i. c. 
an upright heart; lor ftneerity is our gofpel perfection; and with a willing 
mimj, from a principle nf love, and as a willing people, chearfully and \yith 
plea hire* 2. The arguments to enforce this charge : Two arguments of ge- 
neral inducement. ( I .) That the fccrelffof our.fouls are open before God, 
he fearcheth all hearts, even the heart* of kings, which to men are un- 
fearcliable, Prov. xx\ 9 . 3. - We muft there/ore be fincere, becaufe if we deal 
deceitfully, God fees it, and cannot be im poled upon ; muft therefore em- 
ploy our thoughts, and engage (.hem in God's fervice, becaufe he fully un- 
der/lands all the imaginations of them, both good and bad. (2.) That we 
arc happy or miferable here and for ever, according as we do or do not 
ferve God; if ivejtek hint diligently he will be found of v$ $ and that is enough 
to make us happy, Ueb. xi. G. If we forfake him, defert his fervice,, and 
turn from following liiin, he will caft us oft' for ever, and that is enough to 
make us miferable. Note, Gud never caft any off till they have ftrft caft 
him off- Here is one argument peculiar to Solomon, ver* 10. Thou art 
to build an houfe for the fun&uary, therefore feek and ferve Gud, that that 
work may he done from a good principle, in right manner, and may be ao 
copied. S.Thc m.edhs'prefcribcd in order hereunto, and they are prefcribed 
to us all. ( I .) Caution ; take heed ; beware of every thing that looks like, 
or lead'? to that which is evil. (2.) Courage; be ftrong and do it. We 
.cannot do our work as we fhuuld, unlefs we put on refolution, «nd fetch in 
ilrenglh from divine grace. 

II. fl" Then David gave to Solomon his Ton the pat- 
tern of the porch, and of the houfes thereof, and of the 
treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, 
and oC the inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the 
mercy- feat, IU. And the pattern of all that he had by 
the ipirit, of the courts of the houfe of the JLORD> 
and of all the chambers round about, of the trcafurics 



0 



As for the general charge that David yavc hh fun to I.-t-fc God and f-Tvs 
him, lite book of rhe law wa* in lli.it Ui< only rui<j, *ml tiler*.' ncedeU n*> 
other; But ui building the, temple, David wiu now to give him tM«*e 
thing*. 

!. A model a*' the building; becaufe d vva* to be I'wjj a IjuiMm.-; a, 
neither he nor his architects ever law. Moles had a pjl*c:n of ffu- i xivn 
cle ftiewcd him in the mount, Ueb. viii. 5. lb had Dtvid oi the tcrnnie, 
by the immediate hand of Got! upon him, ver 9 li>. I; vv.h gituft him in 
writing, probably by theminiftryof an angel, or as e : early and exa£Uv reorr-- 
footed to his mind, as if it had been, in writing: Bat il h fault rcT.*I2. 
<c He had this patiern by the fptrit The contrivance either ot David's de- 
votion, or of Solomon's vvifdom, muft not be trulied to m an affair of this 
nature. The temple muft heu facred thing and a type of CJhri ft, 'there rod ft 
be in it not only convenience and decency, but li^uificancy ; il tvasa kind 
of facratnent, and therefore it muft not be ]ett tu niau\aii nr invention to 
contrive it i but it muft be framed by divine inflUimuii. Christ, the true 
temple, the church, the gofpcl-temple, and heaven |lu* cverlafrin>; temple, 
are all framed accortlin^j In the divine councils and the plan laid in the 
divine wifdom, ordained before the world fur God's glory and ours. This 
patiern David gave to Solomon, that he might knoiv what to provide, and 
might go by a certain rule. When- Christ lell w ilh UU difciples a charge to 
build his gofpel-churchj he gave them an exa& model of it, QnU-rwjr ilutni 
to obferve that, and that only which he commanded. The particular mo- 
dels are here mentioned; of the porch, which was higher than the reft, like 
a fteeple; ihcn the honfes both thuholy pfa.ee and the ruoft holy, with I he 
rooms adjoining, which were, for trcafurics, chambers and parlours, efpe~ 
cially the plftec of the merey-feat, vcr, II. Of the courts hkewilc, andluu 
chambers about them, in which the dedicated things were laid up. B ihop 
Patrick fuppofeth, that among other things, the tabernacle winch xMoJefi 
reared, and all the ulenlils <d" it, which i here was now no farther o era (inn 
for, were laid up here, fignilying that in the Adnef* of time, all the Moluic 
ceconomy, all ihe rites and ceremonies of thai difpeniution ihmdd be decent!^ 
laid afide, and ibmething belter come in their room. H<; gave him a table 
of thecourfe* of the priefls, patterns of the velleis of fcrvicc, vcr. }'J. and 
a pattern of the chariot of the chcrubims, z'tT. IS. Hciitlt's ihc two chtJ- 
rubims over the mercy-feaf, there were two much larger, whulb wj'n^i 
reached from wall lo wall, 1 Kings vi. 23, <$v. and of llj<*fo, D.ivid her*; 

i foriU&angelsute f/ifi c.'iariojs 



gave Solomon the pattern, called a 

of God, PfiUm beviii. 17. 

2. Materials for the moll coftly of ihe-utenfils of the temple. That thef 
might not be made any lefs than the patterns, he weighed out fluff enough 
for each ceflel, both of gold and filver, vcr. 14. In the tabernacle there 
was but one golden candlefiick, in the temple ten, 1 Kings vn. 49. befides 
filver ones, which, it is fuppofed, were hand-candleflicks, vcr lo. In the? 
tabernacle there was but one table; but in (he temple, be/ides that on 
which the fhew-bread was fet, there were ten others for other ufes, 2 Citron. 
iv. S. beiides filver tables. For this houfe being much larger than that, it 
would look hare if it had not furniture proportionable. The gold for the 
allaY of incenfe, is particulaily faid to be refined gold, vcr. IS. purer than 
any of the reft, for that was typical or' the inlercetfion of Chrift, than 
which nothing is more pure and perfect. 




that began to build and wa.i not able to finifli. Be not difmaycii, (J.) Goi 
will help thee, and thou muft look upon him in the ficti plrfpe, vcr. 2D. 
The Lord Uod, even mj God, whom I have cholcn and fer veil;'; who has all 
along been prcfent with me and profpered me, and to whom, jrom my own 
ox-puriencv of his power and goodnefs, I recommend thee, h£will be whit 
thee, to dircdl, itrenglhen, and profper thecj he will not fatf thee nor for- 




encouragement, J'f/h* l. 5. and Su!'i?n«in'.s here, i.> given la all believers, 
llcl: xiii. 5. He ivill never htivc thee uorforfitke thee. God never leaves 



of the houfe of God, and of the trcafurics of the dedi- , .. .. c a , .. Ilt , ~ - ... „ , . - . , 

i ,\ ' ,.v \\c c . . r „ ^»« .i ,v \ I any, unlets they nru leave him. (2.) Good men vn he i>((hee. rer. 2l» 

Catcd tlnilgS. 1:3. Alfo for llC COlllfeS Ot tllC priclls and Thepricftsandtevites will advife thee, and tno„ma } eltconfultwilh them" 

I tor all tllC Work Oi tllC JcrVlCC ot Tiiou haft good workmen, that are both willing and Ikilful, and thofe are 



i he Levites, and 

the houfe of the LORD, and for all the vcilcls of 
icrvice in tlie houie of the LORD. 14. He gave of 
gold by weight, for /kings of gold, for all inltrumenls 
of all manner of fcrvicc, Jilvcr alfo for all infh uments 
of filver, by weight, for aJl inflrumcnto of every kind 
of fcrvicc: lo ; Even the weight lor ^ he candlelticks 
oi" gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for 
every candlcltick, and for the larnps thereof: and for 
the can d left icks of hi vcr by weight, both for the can- 
dlciiiek, and alfo for the lamps thereof, according to 
the ufe of every candlefiick. 16. And by weight he 
gave gold for tlie tables of /hew- bread, for every table, 
and liketcife filver for the tables of filver; 17. Alfo pure 
gold for the fief h hooks, and the bowls, and the cups: 
and for lite golden bafous he save sold bv weight for 
every bafon: ntidJiAezvi/e Jilvcr by weight for every bafon 
of silver: IS. And for the altar of incenfe, refined 
gold by weight; and gold for the pattern of the chariot 
of the chcrubims, that fpread out their zvittgs, and co- 
hered the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 19. All 
this, /aid David 9 the LORD made me under! tand in 
writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
tin's pattern. 20. And David faid to Solomon his ion, 
Bcllrong and of good courage, and do it: fear not nor 
be difmayed, for the LORD God, even iny God, will 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, nor forfake thee, 
until thou hall finiihed all the work for the fervice of 
the LORD. 21. And. behold, thecourfesof the prielts 
and the Levites, even thcij Jhall be with thee, for all the 
fervice of the houfe of God, and there Jhall be with thee 
for all manner of workman fhip, every willing ikilful 
man for any manner of fervice: alfo the princes and all 
the people zaili be wholly at thy commandment. 



two very great properties in a workman, crfpeci ally in thole that work at tlie 
lcni|>!c: And laftly. the princes and the: people will be wholly at thy com- 
niaiulnicnt, every one ready in his place to further it. Then good work id 
likely to go on, when alJ parties concerned are hearty iti it, and none fo 
cretly dug it, but drive on heartily in it. 

CHAP, XXIX. 

David had faid what he had to Jay to Solomon. But he had fbme- 
thing more to fay to the congregation before he parts xoitk them*. 
(1.) Jfe preflhth them, to contribute according to their ability 

towards the building and famijhing of the temple , vcr. I 

(s!.) They made their prefents accordingly, very generoufly, rer. 
<> — 9. David offered up folemn prayers ami pruifes to God 

upon that occajion, ver. 10 — «J0. with facrifces, ver. 21. (4.) 
Solomon zeas hereupon in throned xcilh great joy and magnifi- 
cence, vcr. 22 — 25. {5.) David foon after this finijhed his courfe, 
vest. 2G — 30. And it is hard to fay lehiehjhines brighter here, 
the Jetting fun or the rijhig fun. 

1. "furthermore, David the king faid unto ail the 
-T congregation, Solomon my fon, whom alone God 
hath cholcn, is yet young and tender, and the work 
is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the 
LORD God. l 2. Now I have prepared with all my 
might for the houfe of my God, the gold for things to be 
•madeot' gold, and the hi ver for things of filver, and the 
bra fs lor things of brafs, the iron for things of iron, 
and wood for things of wood: onyx-ftoncs, and Jlones to 
be fet, glittering Itones, and of divers colours, and all 
manner of precious Itones, and marble /I ones in abun- 
dance. 3; Moreover, becaufe I have fet my affection 
to the houfe of my God, I have of mine own proper 
good, of gold and filver, zohich I have given to. the 
houfe of my God, over and above all that I have pre- 
pared for the holy houfe, 4. Even three thoufand talents 
of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and feven thoufand ta- 
lents 
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Jen's of refined fi I ver, to overlay the walls of the houfes 
zoithal : o. The gold for things- of gold, and the lilvcr 
for things of diver, and for all manner o(" work to be 
made by the hands of artificers. And who then is wil- 
ling to con fee rate his fervice this day unto the LORD? 
6. Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of Ifrael, and the captains of thoufands, and of 
hundreds, with die rulers over the king's- work offering 
willingly, 7. And gave for the fervice of the houfe of 
God, or gold five thou land talents, and ten thou land 
drams; and offilvcr, ten iliouf'and talents; and of brafs, 
eighteen ihoufand talents; and one hundred thoufaud 
talents of iron. 8. An d they with whom precious ftones were 
found, gave (hem to the treaf lire of the houfe of the LORD, 
by the hand of Jehiel theGcrfhonite. 9. Then the people 
rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, becaufe with 
perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and 
David the king alfo rejoiced with great joy. 

We may here obferve, 

J. How handfomely David fpnfce fo the great men of Ifrael, to engage 
them l o contribute towards the building of the temple. Il is our duty lo 
provoke one another tu love and to good works, not only to do good our- 
felves, but to draw in others to do good as much as we can. There were 
many very rich men in Ifrael, they were ail to (hare in the benefit of the 
temple, and of thole peaceable days which were to befriend the budding of 
il, and therefore, though he would not impute it on them as a lax, what 
they Humid give towards it, he would propole it to them, as a lair occafion 
for a free-will offering ; becaufe what is done in work-* of piety and charity 
fhould be done willingly, and not by confiraint, for God loves a chearful 
giver. 

(I .} He would have them confider, thai Solomon was young and tender, 
and needed help, but hcwa< the pirfon whom God had cbofen to this work, 
and therefore \\&* well worthy ihi-ir affittance. It is good fervice to en- 
courage thofe in the work of 'rod, that are as- yet young and tender, 

(2.) The work was great, ;i no all hands fhould contribute lo the carrying 
of it on; the palace to he built w.is not lor man, but lor the Lord God: and 
the more was contributed lovtaids the building, the more magnificent it 
would be, and therefore would the better anfwer the intention. 

(3.) He tells them what great pr«-para limit had been made lor this- work; 
he did not intend to throw all the burden upon them, nor that it fhould be 
built wholly by contributions, bu? that they fhould (hew their good will, by 
adding to what was done, ver. '2. 1 have prepared with all my might, i. o. I 
have made it my bufmefs: Work for God mull be done with all our might, 
or we (hall bring nothing to pafs in it. 

(4.) He fets them a good example. Betides what was dedicated to this 
fervice out of the fpoilsand prefents of the neighbour nations, which was 
for the building of the houfe, of which before, chap. xxii. I4>. he had out 
of his own fliare offered largely, for the beautifying and enriching it, three 
thoufand talents of gold, andfeven thoufand talent* of filyer, vcr. 4, 5. and 
this becaufe he had fet his affection lo the houfe of his God : He gave all 
this, not as papifts build churches in commutation of penance, or lo make 



atonement for fin ; not as Pharifees give, alms, to be feen of men; bur 
purely becaufe he loved the habitation of God's houfe, lb he profefled. 
Pfal. xxvt. S. and here he proved it. Thofe thai fet their affection upon 
the fervice of God, will think no pains or coft loo much to bellow upon it. 
And then our offerings are pleating lo God, when they come from love. 
They that fet their rifFcclions ou INng* above, will fet their affection on the 
houfe of God, through which*. iir wax to heaven lies. Now this he gives 
the men account of, tc If ir them up to do l-.kewife. Note, Thofe who 
would draw others to that which is good, mult lead themfelves. Thofe 
efpeeially, that are advanced above others m plac<- and dignity, fluuild espe- 
cially contrive how to make their light Ihine before men. becaule the in- 
fluence of their example is more powerful and more extenfive than that of 
other people. 

(5.) He fti'rs them up lo do as he had done, viz. 5. And u./m then is wit- 
Hag to confccratc his fervice thUday unto the Lord ? ( I .) We in u ft each of us 
in our feveral places ferve the Lord, and con I t-crate our fervice to him, fe pa- 
rate it from other things that ar.e foreign, ami interfere with il, and direct 
and defign it for the honour and glory of God. (2.) We tnuJt make the 
fervice of God our bufinefs; mull fill our hands to the Lord, f«i the Hebrew 
pliraie is. They that engage themfelves in the fervice of God will have 
their hands full, there is work enough for the whole man in that fervice. 
The filling of our hands with the fervice of God, intimate* that wemuft 
ferve him only, ferve htm liberally, and ferve him in the ftrcnglh of grace 
derived from him, (3.) Wemufl be free herein, do it willingly and fpeedily, 
do it this day when we are in a good mind. Who is willing ? Now let him 
flicwit. 

2. How handfomely they all contributed towards the building of the 
temple, when they were thus ftirrcd up to it. Though they were perfuaded 
to it, yet it is faid they oti'tireil willingly, vcr. 6. So he faith who knew 
their hearts. Nay, they offered with a'perfeel heart, from a good princi- 
ple, and with a lincere refpecl to the glory of God, ver. 9. How generous 
they were, appears by the fum total of the contributions, ver. 7, 8. They gave 
like themfelves, like princes, like princes of Ifrael. And a plea fan t day's 
work it was : tor, ( I.) The people rejoiced ; which may be meant of the 
people I hem ft'lve* that offeree!; they wereglad of thcopporlunity of honour- 
ing God thus with their fubftance, and glad of the prof peel of bringing this 
good work to perfection. Or the common people rejoiced in the generofity 
of* their princes, that they had filch rulers over them who were forward to 
this good work. Every ffraulite is glad to fee temple-work carried on with 
vigour. (2.} David rejoiced with great joy, to fee the good eff cl of his 
pfaJmsanri other helps of devotion he itad furnifhcd them with : rejoiced 
that his lor- ard fucceflor won hi have thofe about him that were fo well 
affected to the houfe ot God, and thai this work, which his heart was fo 
much upon, w as likely to go on. Note, It i« a great reviving to good men, 
when they a- cleaving the world, lo fee thofe they leave behind zealous for 
religion, and likely to keep it up. Lord, tettcjl thou thy fervant depart in 
peace, 

10. fl" Wherefore David bleiTed the LORD before 
all the congregation : and David faid, Blelled 6?, thou, 
LORD Gud of Ifrael our father, for ever and ever, 
11. Thine, () LORD, is the greameis, and the power, 
and the ^lorv, and the victory, and the majefty : for all 
No. LXI*. 



I 



that is I n the heaven and in the earth, is thine ; thine is 
the kingdom, () LORD, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. Ii2. Both riches and honour come of thee* 
and thou reigneft over all, and in thine hand is power 
and might, and in thine hand ///V to make great, and 
to give ftrcnglh unto ail. lo. Now therefore, our God* 
we thank thee, and praifc thy glorious name. 14. But 
who am I, and what is my people, that we mould be 
able to offer fo willingly after this fort? for all things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
15. For we ore ft rangers hoi ore thee, and lujourners, as 
were all our lathery: our day?? on the* earth are as a 
lliadow, and there is none abiding. 16\ O LORD our 
God, all this (tore that we have pre pared to build tl 
an houfe for thy holy name, comcth of thine hand, 
and /jail thine own. 17. 1 know alio, my God, that 
thou tricft the heart, and halt pica fu re in uprightnefs. 
As for me, in the uprightne fs ul mine heart 1 have wil- 
lingly offered all thefe things; and now have 1 feen with 
joy, thy people which are prefent here, to offer willingly 
unto thee. IS. O LORD God of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
of Ifrael our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and pre- 
pare their heart unio thee. \9 And give unto Solomon 
my fon a perfect heart to keep thy commandments, thy 
teltimonies, and thy Ita lutes, and to do all Lhefe things, 
and to build the palace Jbr the which I have made pro- 
vifion. 20. ^[ And David laid to all the congregation, 
Now blefs the LORD your God. And all the congre- 
gation blefled the LORD God of their fathers, and 
bowed down their hands and worihlupcd the LORD 
and the king. 52 1. And they facri'?ced iacrifices unto 
the LORD, and o tie red burn l-offe rings unto the 
LORD on the morrow after that day, even a thoufand 
bullocks, a thoufand rams, and a thoufand lambs, with 
their drink-offerings and faci'ilices m abundance for all 
Ifrael: ti l 2. And did eat and drink before the LORD 
on that day with great gladnefs, and they made Solo- 
mon the fon of David king the fecond time, and 
anointed him unto the LORD to be the chief governor, 
and Zadok to be prielt. 

We have here, 

1. The folemn addrefs which David made to God upon occafion of the 
noble fubfcripltons of the princes towards the building of the temple, -rr, 10. 
1 therefore David blcjfcd the Lord, not only in hisclofel; but before all th- con- 
gregation: This I expected .when we read, ver. 9. that David rejoiced with 
great joy ' for Inch a devout man as he, would, no quell ton, make that the 
matter of his tbankfgtving, which was fo much the matter of his r>'joicinr« 
He that looked round wen comfort, would certainly look up with praife. 
David was now old, and looked upon h:.nleff as near his end. and '* well 
becomes aged fainlsand d\ ing faint*, to have their henrts much ••nl irgedin 
praife and thankfgiving ; "This will fil- nee tlu-ir i on. plaints of their bodily 
infirmities, ami help to make the pinlpect of death itle!f lefs. Divtd's 
pfiums, towards the la'ti-r i«n.l of the bi-ik, r; m*«ft ««f them pfaiins of 
praife. The nearer we come to the world ft evei hilling pr-efe, the more 
we fhould 1'peak the langu.tj.u-, and do the work of mat world. In thii 
addrefs, 

(I.) He adore* God, and aferibes glory to him, as the God of IfraoF, 
Blcjjcd forever and evef. Our L'-rd's prayer ends with a doxnlugy much .,ke 
this which David here begins with, tor thine m the kingdom, the power and the 
glory. This is properly praifingGod w ith holy awe and reverence, and agree- 
able affection; acknowledging, 1. His infinite perfections; not only that net* 
great, powerful, glorious, i\c. but that his is the greattu-fs, power, and 
glory, c. he has them in and of himfelf ; he is the fountain and centre of 
every thing that is bright and blefTed. All that «e can in out moft exalted 
praifes attribute to him, he has an unquettionaWe title to. His is the great- 
nefsjiisgreatnefs isimmcnle and incomprehenlible, and all others arc little, 
are nothing, in companfon ol him, H»> is the power, and it is almighty 
and irrcfilliblc ; power belongs lo him, and all the power of all the crea- 
tures is derived from him, and depends upon him : His. is the glory: lor 
his glory is his own end, and the end of the whole creation : All the glory 
we can give him with our hearts, lips and lives, comes infinitely hWt of 
what is his due. His is the victory; he tranfeends and fitrpaffellmli, «md is 
able to conquer and fubdue all things lo himfelf, and his v? clones are 
unconteflible, uncontroulable. And hi» i* the majefi), real ard pur fonal; 
with him is terrible majelly, inexprctlible and »nconceiveabie. (2.) His 
fovereign dominion ; as rightful owner and poll'ellor -<t all, alt that is in 
heaven and in the earth is tbine, anil at tin difpole, bv the me'fpiuablt right 
of creation, and as fupreine ruler and commander of all ; Thine is the king- 
dom t and all kings are thy fuhjefls, for dvm art head, and aft in be ex .'ted 
and* wor (hipped, as head above all. (3.; Hi<; univerlal billuvnce and 
agency. All that are rich and honourable among the children of men, 
have their riches and honours from God. This acknowledgment he would 
have the princes lake notice ol, ami join in, thai they might not think they 
had merited any thing of God by their genet ofiiy; tor tront God the) had 
their riches and honour, and what they returned to him was but a fm ill part 
of what they had received from him. Whoever are great among men, it is 
God's hand that makes them fo; and whatever firength w.. i.av< i is God 
that gives it us, as the God of Ifrael our father, ver. 10. Pfal 25. 

(2.) He acknowledged) with thank fulnefs the grace ol God enabling them 
to contribute fo chearful ly towards the building ol .he temple, per. 13, 14. 
Ninv therefore our God we thank thee. Note, The more we do for God, th<* 
more we are indebted to him tor the honour of being employed in h ;s fer- 

ice, and grace enabling us in any meafure to ferve him. Doth he therefore 
thank that fervant ? Luke xvii. 9- ' No ; but that fervant has a gr*»at deal of 
i ».ifbn to thank him. He thanks G« d that they wan-able to offer Jn willingly. 
N«>te, (ljltisa great infianceof the p< wer of God's grace in u«., to be 
able to do the work of God willingly ; he works both to wilt and todo \ and 
it is in the day of his power that his people are made willing, Pfal. ex.* 3. 

* Y (2.) We 



Chnp. XXIX. I. C II R O 

(2.) We m n fl give God all the glory of all the good that is al any time done 
by <m delves or oilier*. Our own gactl work-* mull not be the matter of our 
pride, nor other* good works the matter of our flattery, but both the matter 
of our praife; fur certainly it is the greateil honour and pk-ai'ure in the world 

faithfully to lerve God. 

(.0.) He (peaks very humbly of himfelf and his people, and the offer- 
ings they had now prcfented to God. 

(I.J For himfelf and thofe that joined with him, though they were 
princes, he admitted that God fliould takefuch notice of them, and do fo 
much for them, ver. 11. Who am I, andzshat U my people? David was 
the mo ft honourable perfon, and Ifracl the moft honourable people, then in 
the world ; ^ ft thus doth he (peak of himfelf and I hem, as unworthy the 
divine cognifanco and favour. David now looks very great, prefiding in 
an auguft aflembly, appointing his fuccelfor, and making a noble prefenl to 
the honour of God, and yet little and low in his own eyes: Who am /, 
O Lord ? for, ver. 15. We nrejlrangers before thec, andf->jnnrners t \taor de- 
spicable creatures ; angels in heaven are at home there, faints on earth are 
but grangers here : Our days on the earth ureas a jh'tdoxv, David's days 
had as much of fubflance in them as tnoft m^n's; for he was a great man, a 
good man, a ufeful man, and now an old man: one that lived long, and 
lived to good purpofe ; and yet puts himfelf nnl only into the number, bul 
in the front of thnfe who muff acknowledge that I heir days on the earth are 
asaJkadov>\ which fpeaks our life a vain life, a dark life, a Iranfienl life, 
and a life that will have its period either in period light or in perfect dark- 
nefs. The next words explain it, there is no abiding; Heb. noexpeclation: 
we cannot expect any great matters from it, nor can we expedi any long 
continuance of it. This is mentioned here, as that which forbids us lo 
boaft of the fervice we do to God; alas! it is confined to a fcanlling of time, 
it is the fervice of a frail and lhort fife, and therefore what can we pretend 
to merit by it ? 

(2.) As to their offerings, Lord, faith he, of thine own have we given thee, 
ver. 14. and again, ver. 16. It cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. 
We have it from thee as a free gift, and therefore are bound to ufe it for 
Ibee; and what we prefrnt to thee is but rent or intereft from thine own. 
" In like manner (faith Biflmp Patrick) we ought lo acknowledge God in 
" all fpirilual things, referring every good thought, good purpofe, and 
" good work, to his grace, from whom we receive it." Let him that glo- 
ries, therefore, glory in the Lord. 

(3.) Ho appeals to God concerning his own fincerily in what he did, ver. 
17. It is a great fatisfaclion to a good man, to think that God tries the 
heart, and has plea (lire in upr/ghtne/i, that whofoever mifinlerpret or contemn 
it, he is acquainted with and approves of the way of the righteous. It was 
David's comfort, that God knew with what pleafure, he both offered his 
own and faw the people's offering. He was neither proud ofhis own good 
work, nor envious of the good wnrks of others. 

(4.) He prays to God both for the people and for Solomon, that both 
might hold on as they began. In. this prayer he addreffeth himfelf to God 
as the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, a God in covenant with them, 
and with us for their fakes : Lord give us grace lo make good our part of 
the covenant, that we may not forfeit the benefit of it. Or thus they were 
kept in their integrity by the grace of God eftablifhing their way ; let the 
fame grace which was fuflicienl for them, befo for us. I. For the people 
he prays, ver. 18. that what the good God had put into their minds, he 
would always keep there, that they might never be worfe than they were 
now; micht never lofethe convictions they were now under, nor cool in 
their affections to the houfe of God; but always have the fame thoughtsof 
things they now feemed to have. It is of great confequence to us what is 
Innermoft, and what uppermoft in the imagination of the thoughts of our 
heart, what we aim at, and what we love lo think of: if any good have 
got polTe/fion of our hearts, or the hearts of our friends, it is good by prayer 
to commit thecuftody of it lo the grace of God; Lord, keep it there, keep 
it for ever there. David has prepared materials for the temple, but, Lord, 
do thou prepare their hearts for fuch a privilege ; cflablijh their hearts, fo 
the margin. Confirm their refolutions ; they are in a good mind, keep 
ihum fo, when I am gone, them and theirs for ever. 2. For Solomon fie 
prays, 'ver. 19. Give him a perfeel heart. He had charged him, chap. 
xxviii. 9. to ferve God with a perfect heart, now here he prays to God to 
give him fuch a heart. He does not pray, Lord, make him a rich man, a 
great man, a learned man: bul Lord, make him an honcfr man ; for that is 
belter than all. Lord, give him a perfeel heart, not only in general, to keep 
thy commandments, but in particular, to build the palace, that he may do that 
fervice with a fingle eye. Yet his building the houfe would 1 not prove him 
to have a perfeel heart, unlefshe made confeience of keeping God's com- 
mandments. It is not helping to build churches thai will favc us, if we 
live in difobedience In God's Taw. 

2. The cheurful concurrence of this grtfat atfembly in this great folem- 

nity. 

1. They joined with David in the adoration of G,d. When hehaddone 
his prater, he called to them to leftify their concurrence (tfow blefn the 
Lord your Cod, ver. 20.) which accordingly they did, by homing down their 
heads, a gefiure of adoration. Whoever is the mouth of the congregation, 
thofe only have the benefit who join with him, not by bowing dawn thehead 
fo much as by lifting up the foul. 

2. They paid their refpecls to the king, looking upon him as an inftru- 
mcnt in God's hand of much good lo them ; and in honouring him they 
honoured God. 

3. The next day they offered abundance of facrifices lo God, ver. 21. 
both burnt-offerings, which wcrj wholly con fumed, and peace-offerings 
which the offerer had the greateft part oflo himfelf. Hereby they teftified 
a generous gratitude to God for the good pofturelheir public affairs were in, 
though David was going off. 

4. They feafied and rejoiced before God, ver. 22. In token of their 
joy in God, and communion with him, they feafted upon the peace-offer- 
ings, in a religious manner, before the Lord. What had been offered to 
God they feafied upon; by which was intimated lo them, that they fliould 
be never the poorer for their late liberal contributions to the fervice of the 
temple, they themfelves fliould feaft upon the comfort of it. 

5. They made Solomon king the fecond lime: he having been before 
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j anointed inhafle upon occnflon of Adnnijah's rebellion! it w$a thought fit to 
repeat it for the greater fatisfaciion of the people. Thej anaioted him to the 
Lord. Mugiflratct muft look upon ihernfelves as fet apart tor God, lo be 
his minifies, and molt rule accordingly in the fear ol God. Zadok alia 
was anointed lobe pried, in the room of Ahiathar, who had lately forfeited 
his honour. Happy art thou, O Ifracl, under fuch a prince, anil fuch a 
pontiff* 

23. Then Solomon fat on the throne of the LORD 
asking inftead of David his father, and profpered, and 
all Ifrael obeyed him. 24. And all the princes and the 
mighty men, and all the Ions likewife of king David, 
fubmitted themfelves unto Solomon the king- 25. And 
the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the 
light of all Ifrael, and beftowed upon him fuch royal, 
majelty ash ad not been on any king before him in liraeL 
l 26. CThus David the fon of JeJle reigned over all 
Ifrael. 27 And the time that he reigned over Ifrael* 
icas forty years: f'even years reigned lie in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned lie in Jerufalern. 28. 
And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour : and Solomon his fon reigned in his (lead. 29. 
Now the a&s of David the king, firft and laft, behold/ 
they are written in the book of Samuel the feer, and 
in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book 
of Gad the feer. SO. With all his reign and his might, 
and the times that went over him, and over Ifrael, and 
overall the kingdoms of the countries. 

Thefe verfes bring king. Solomon to his throne, and king David- to Ms 
grave : Thus the riling generation thrufts oul that which went before, and 
faith, Make room for us. E very one has his day. 

1. Here is Solomon rifing, ver. 23. Solomon fat on the throne of the Lord. 
Not his throne which he had prepared in the heavens, but the throne of If- 
rael is called the throne of the Lord, becau/e he in not only king of alf nations, 
and al) kings rule under him, but was in a peculiar manner King of Iliac), 
I Sam* xii. 12. he had the founding, he had the filling of" their (hro.-;e by 
immediate direftion ; the municipal laws of their kingdom were divine; 
Urimand propliels were the privy counfellors of their princes, therefore is 
their throne called the throne of the Lord. Solomon's kingdom tvpified the 
kingdom of ihe Aletfiah, and his is indeed the throne of the Lord; (or the 
Father judgelh no man, but hath committed all judgment to him : hence 
he calls him his king, PfaL n\ 6. Being fet on the throne of the Lord, the 
throne to winch God called htm, he profpered. They that follow the di- 
vine conduft, maycxpeft fuccefs by the divine bletfing. Solomon prof- 
pered ; for, 

(I.) His people paid honour to him, as one to whom honour is due. All 
Ifrael obeyed him % i. e. were ready to fwear allegiance to him, wr. 23* the 
princes and mighty men, and even the fans of David, though by feniontv their 
title lo (he crown was prior to his, and they might think themfelves 
wrongej by his advancement; yet becaufe God thought fit to make him 
king > and made him fit to be fo, they all fubmit ted themfelves to him ; God 
inclined their hearts io do lo, that his reign might from the firft be peace- 
able: His lather was a better man than he, and yet came to the crown with 
much difficulty ; after long delay, and by many and flow fteps ; David had 
more faith, and therefore had it more tried. They fubmittcd themfelves, 
Heb. They gave the hand under Solomon, i.e. bound themfelves by oath to 

r be (rue to him. Putting the hand under the thigh, was a ceremony an* 
ciently ufed in fwearing. Or, they were fo entirely devoted, that they 
would put their hand under his feet to lerve him* 

(2.) God put honour upon- him : for thole that honour htm he will ho- 
nour: The Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly, ver. 25. His very counte- 
nance and prefence, I am apt to think, had fomelhing in them very great 

| and aweful : all he faid and all he did commanded refpech None of nil the 

! Judges or kings of Ifracl his predeceflurs, made fuch a figure as he did, nor 
lived in fuch fplendor. 

r 2. Here is David's felting; that great man going off the ftage. The 
hiflorian here briugshim lo the end of his day, leaves htm afleep, and draws 

' the curtains about him. 

f. He gives a fummary account of the years of his reign;* wr. 26, 27. 
1 He reigned forty years, as Moles did, Othniel, Deborah, Gideon, Eli, 
; Samuel and Saul, who were before him, and Solomon after him. 

j 2. He gives a fhort account ofhis death, verm 23. that he died full of 
days, riches^ and honour; that is, (I.) Loaded with them ; he was very old 
and very rich, and very much honoured both of God and man. He had 
, been a man of war from his youth, and as fuch had his foul continually in 
| his hand; yet he was not cut offin the mid/l of his days, but was prelerved 
through all the dangers of a military life, lived to a good old age, and died, 
in peace, died in his bed, and yet in the bed of honour, (2.) Satiated with 
them. He was full of days, riches, and honour, i. e* he had enough of this 
world, and of the riches and honours of it, and knew when he had enough ; 
for he was very willing to die and leave it, having faid, PfaL xlix. 15. God 
fl hall receive me i and Pfal. xxiii. 5. Thou art with me. A good man wilt 
foon be full of days, riches and honour, but will never be falisfied with 
them, no fatisfaclion but in God's loving-kindnefs. 

3. For a fuller account of David's life and reign, he refers his reader 
to the hiftortes or records of thofe times, which were/vritten by Samuel 
while he lived, and continued after his death by Nathan and Gad, rrr. 29, 
There was related whatwas obfervable in his governmental home and his 
wars abroad, the times, 2*. e. the events of time that were concerning him, 
ver. 29, 50. Thofe regifters were then in being, but are now loft. Note, 
Good ufe may be made of thofe hiftoriesof the church which are authentic, 
though not (acred ur of divine infpiration. 
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op. The Babylonian monarchy I reckon to begin in Nebuchadnezzar liimfelf, Thou art that head of gold, thai lafted but about feventy 
years. The Perfian monarchy in Peveral families, about one hundred and thirty. The Grecians in their Peroral branches about thr<»f» 




.Teivifh monarchy, as it is more authentic, fo it is more entertaining and more inftruftivc than the hiftories of any «f tholh monarchies 
We had the ftory of the houPcof David before in the firltand Pecond booksof Kings, intermixed with that of the kings of Ifrael, which 
there took up more room than that of Judah, but iiereive have i t entire: much is repeated here which we had before, yet many parTar«- C s 
of the ftory arc enlarged upon and divers added, which we had not before, especially relating to the affairs of religion; for it isaciiurch- 




C H A P I. 

In theclofeof theforegoing hook we read how God magnified Solomon, 
and Ifrael obeyed him, God and Ifrael concurred to honour him. 
Nowherexve Have an account, ( 1 .) ITow he honoured God by J'acri- 
fice, vcr. 1 — 6. and by prayer, ver. 7—12. (2.) How he honoured 
Ifrael, byincrcajing their ft rcnglh , wealth and trade, yew 1 3 — 17. 



Iiiftorical books which were written after the captivity, viz. the two books of Chronicles, Ezra, and Neherniah, have more mUtakes in 
names and numbers than all the books of the Old Tcftament befides, through the carclclfiicfs of transcribers. But though that fhould 
be allowed, the things are Po very minute, that we may be confident, The foundation of God ftands Pure notwithstanding. 

been before thee, neither fhall there any after thee have 
the like. 

Here is, I. Solomon's great proPpcrity, vcr. I. Though he had a con- 
tended title, yetGotl being with him. he wasjlrengthcned in his kingdom, his 
heart and hands were ftrengthencd, and his intereft in the people. God's 
prePence will be our ftrenghh. 

2. His great piety and devotion. H?s father was a prophet, a pPalmift, 
and lie kepi moftly to the ark; hut Solomon having read much in his Bible 
concerning the tabernacle which MoPes buih, ?nd ihu altars there, paid 
more rcPpecl to ihecn than it lhou!d Peem David had done. Hoih did well, 
and let neither be cenfurcd. It* ihe zeal of one t arried him out moll lo one 
inftance of religion, ami oi another to the oilier inftance, lei ihem not judge 
or dePpiPe one another. 

^ I. AH liisgreat men muft thus Par be good men, that they mutt join with 
him in worfhipping God. He fp.tke lo the caplains and judges, the go- 
vernors and chief of the father* to go with him lo Gibcun, ver. 2, 3. Au- 
thority and intereft is well heftowed on thole lhat will thus uPe it for the 
glory of God, and the promoting of religion. It is duty to engage all that 
we have influence upon in the Pnlemniiics of religion, and very dcfirable lo 
have many join with us in thoPe folemnities; the more the better, it is the 
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3. A ND Solomon, the fon of David, was ftrength- 

e LORD his God 

was with him, and magnified him exceedingly. 2. 
Then Solomon fpakc unto all Ifrael, to the captains of 
thoufands, and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to 
every governor in all Ifrael, the chief of the fathers, 3. 
So Solomon, and all the congregation with him, went 
to the high place that rvas at Gibcon, for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Mofes 
thefervant of the LORD had made in the wildernefs. 

4. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kir- 
jath-jearim, to the place which David had prepared for 
it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerufalem. 5. 
Moreover, the brafen altar that Bezaleel the Ion of'Uri, 
the fon of Hur, had made, he put before the taberna- 
cle of the LORD : and Solomon and the congregation 
fought unto it. 6. And Solomon went up thither to 
the brafen altar before the LORD, which was at the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and offered a thoufand 

burnt offerings upon it. 7- If In that night did God 
appear unto Solomon, and faid unto him, AfkwhatI 
fhall give thee. 8. And Solomon faid unto God, Thou 
haft f hewed great mercy unto David my father, and 
haft made ine to reign in his (lead : 9. Now, O LORD 
God, Jet thy pro mile unto David my father be ctfa- 
blifhcd : for thou haft made me king over a people, 
like the dull of the earth in multitude. 10. Give me 
now wildom and knowledge, that I may go out and 
come in before this people: for who can judge this thy 
people, thai is Jo great ? II. And God faid to Solo- 
men, Becaufe this was in thine heart, and thou had. 
not afked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of 
thine enemies, neither yet haft a Iked long life; but haft 
afked wifdoni and knowledge for thyfelf, that thou 
inaycft judge my people, over whom 1 have made thee 
king : V2. Wifdom and knowledge is granted unto 
thee, and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and ho- 
nour, fuch as none" of the kings have had, that have 



liker to heaven. Solomon began his reign with this public: pious vifit to 
God's altar, and it was a very good omen. Magiftrales are then likely to 
do well Por them Pelves and their people, when ihey thus take God along 
with them at their Petting out. 

2. He offered abundance of PacriPiees to Gnd there, ver* 6. a thoufand 
burnt-offerings, ami perhaps a greater number of peace-offering*, on which 
he and bis co ra pan v fcajlcd before the Lor d. Where God fows plentifully, he 
expects to reap recording. His father David had left him Hocks and 
herds in abundance, 1 Chron. xxvii. 29 — 31. and. thus he gave God his 
dues out of J hem. The ark was at JeruPalem. ver, 4. but the altar was at 
Gibeon, vcr. 5. and thither he brought his Pacrifices; for it is the altar that 
fanflifieth every gift. 

3. He prayed a good prayer to God: (his, with the anfwer to it we had 
before, 1 Kztigsui.5, &c. (I.J God bid him afk what be would, not 
only that he might put him in ihe right way of obtaining the favours that 
were intended him, AJk, and ye jhull receive, that your joy may be full ; but 
that he might try him how he flood affected, and might uifco ver what was 
in his heart. Men's characters appear in their choices and de fires. What 
wouldft thou have? tries a man as much as, What ivouldftthou do? Whe- 
ther he was one of the children of this world, that Pay, Who will /hew us any 
good f or of the children of light, that fay, Lord lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us. As wechoofe, we fhall have, and that is like lo be our 
portion to which we give the preference, whether the wealth and pleafure of 
this world, orPpiritual riches and delights. (*2.) Like a genuine fon of 
David, he chofe fpiritual blcffings rather than temporal. His petition here 
is. Give ine wifdom and knowledge. He owns thofe defirable gifts, and God 
the giver of them, Prov, ii. 6. God gave the faculty of under/landing, 
and to Him we mufl apply our Pelves Por the furniture of it. Two things are 
here pleaded which we had not in Kings: (I.) Thbuhnjl made me reign in 
my father's jlcad, ver. 6*. Lord, thou haft put me into this place, and there- 
fore I can in Paith afk of thee grace to enable me to the duty of it. What 
Per vice we have reaPon to believe God calls us to, we have reaPon to hope lie 
will qualiPy us for. But lhat >a not all ; Lord, thou haft put me into this 
place.inthe Head of David, that great and good man, that filled it up Po' 
well • therefore give me wifdom that Ifrael may not Puffer damage by the 
change. Mult I reign in my father* ftead ? Lord, give me my father's 

fpirit 
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olhcrwife, we t»flycxpp£t the continuance of God'<fh?our, Let thofelhat 
are well taught ami begin well, lake nnwre of ihk, if they be conltant, ihey 
are happy : per fevi-ra nets wears ihe crown, though it wins it nol. 

G. Mc'char^i-s I hem W adhere lU'iifdiily t*» Gmi and (heir tlui}, rer. S- 
Obferve, (1,) Tin* matter of this rlia/gu: keep and feck for nit the command- 
1 Heats of the I.nrd your God. The Lord wn> their Goil, his commandments 
muA be (heir rule, they muft have refpefi lo thorn all, muft make confidence " 
of keeping them, and m order thereunto mull leek lor them, i. <?. muft be 
inquiiltive concerning their doty, learch the fori pi u res, lake advice, feck 
the law at their mouth, whufe lips were to keep this knowledge, and pray 
to God lo teach and direft them* God's commandments wiM not be kept 
without grt?al care, (2.) The foIemnUy of it; He charge! h them in the 
fight of all Ifrael, who would all have notice of this public charge, and in 
the audience of their God, God is wilnefsj and! his congregation is wit- 
rieli that ihev had good counfe! given them, and fair warning; if ihey do 
not lake it, it is their fault, and God and man will be wilnefs againft them. 
See I Tim- v. 21. 2 Tim* iv. I. Thofe that profefs religion, as they ten. 
dor tl)c favour of God t and their reputation with men muli be faithful to 
their prcfeflion. (3, J The motive to obferve this charge ; it was the way lo 
be luppy, lo have the peaceable polfellion of this good land themfelves, and 
to prelerve the entail of it upon their children. 

7. He concludes with a charge to Solomon himfelf, ren 9, 10. He is 
much concerned thai he fiuuddbe religious. He wastobea grealman, but 
Tic muA nol think religion below him; a wife man, and this would be his 
wifdom. Obferve, (i.) The charge he gives him. He muft look upon 
God a; the God of his father, his good father, who had devoted him to 
God, and educated him for God. He was born in God's houfe, arid there- [ 
fore bound in duly to be his; brought up in his houfe, and therefore bound 
in gm t U ud<*. Thine ozvn friend and thy father's friend forfakc not. He muft 
know God and ferve him; we cannot ferve God aright, if wc do not 
know him; and in vain do we know him, if we do not ferve him: 
Serve him with heart and mind; we make nothing of religion if we do 
not mind it, and make heart- work of il : Serve him with a perfect, L c. 
an upright heart; for fincerity is our gofpe! perfection; and with a willing 
mind, from a principle of love, and as a willing people, chearfully and with 
pica lure* 2. TheargumcnU to enforce this charge; Two arguments of ge- 
neral inducement. (I .] That the ft-cretsrof our.fouls are open before God, 
ho fear chef J) alJ hearts, even the heart* of kings, which to men are un- 
fearchabk', Prox\ X3cv. 3. -We muft therefore be ftneere, becaufe if we deal 
deceitfully, God fees if, and cannot be impofed upon; muft therefore em- 
ploy our thoughts, and engage them in God's fervice, becaufe he fully un- 
derjflands all the imaginations of Ihein, both good and bad. (2.) That we 
are happy or mifcrablc here and for ever, according as we do or do not 
ferve Cod ; if ivcjtvk him diligently he tvill be found ofvs t and that is enough 
to make us happy, I/cb. xi. cl If we forlake him, defert his fervice,, and 
turn from following him, he will caft us oft'fur ever, and that is enough to 
mak'2 us mifcrable. Note, God never caft any off till they have firft caft 
bim off. Here is one argument peculiar to Solomon, ver* 10. Thou art 
to build an houfe for the fnnSluuiy, therefore feek and ferve God, that that 
work may be done from a good principle, in right manner, and may be ac* 
copied. 3. The meahs prefcribed in order hereunto, and they areprefcribed 
to us all. ( I .) Caution j lake heed ; beware of every thing that looks like, 
or leads to that which is evil. (2,) Courage; be ftrong and do it. We 
rannoi do our work as we lliould, unlefs we put on refutation, and fetch in 
Jlrcngth from divine grace. 

11. ^[Then David gave to Solomon his Ton the pat- 
tern of the porch, and or' the houfe* thereof, and of the 
trcafurics thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, 



As for the genera! charge that David gave his fon (<> f.rcrk God am! iVrvO 
him, Hie book of ilie fuvv was in th.it his only rule, and there ncc<k'U no 
other; But i;j building the, temple, David wa> now lo give him limns 
things. 

!. A mode! exf the building; becaufe it was lo be (licit a building a, 
neither he nor hi.* architects ever law. Moles had a pa I 'cm or the taberna- 
cle flie wed liim in the mount, Ueb. viii. 5.1b had Divid oi the temple, 
by the immediate hand of God upon him, ver. \ K J. I; iva ; given htm in 
writing, probably by the tniniltry of an angel, ur as clearly and e.\a£t I v reprc- 
feotcd to his mind, as it it had been, in writing: But it is fai<| t rcr. 12* 
He had lhif> pattern by the fpirit:*' The contrivance either of David's de- 
votion, or of Solomon's wifdom, muft not be [rulied'to jn an affair of this; 
nature. The temple mull be a facred thing and a type of Uhrjfl, there muft 
be in it not only convenience and decency, but fi^uSScancy ; it was a kind 
of facrament, and therefore it muft not be left to man's ad or invention to 
contrive it j but it muft be framed by divine inftitution. Christ, the true 
temple., the church, the gofpel-tcinple, and heaven the evertafting temple, 
arc all framed according lo the divine councils, and the plan laid in the 
divine wifdom, ordained before the world for God'** glory and ours. This 
pattern David gave to Solomon, thai he might know what to provide, and 
might go by a certain rule. When- Christ left with his difciples a charge to 
build his gofpel-church, be gave them an exa& model of rl, ordering thcim 
lo obferve that, and that only which be commanded. The- particular mo- 
dels are here mentioned; of the porch, whic h was higher than the reft, like 
a fteeple; then the honfes, both the holy place ami the nioft holy, with the 
rooms adjoining, which were, fur injuries, chambers and pailnurs, efpe- 
cially the pluce qf the mercy-fcttl, vcr. 1 I. Of the courts ltkewile, and the 
chambers about them, in which the dedicated things were laid up. B.fliop 
Patrick fuppofeth, that among other things, the tabernacle which Moles 
reared, and all the ulenfils of it, which there was now no farther ocrafion 
for, were laid up here, (igntfying that in the fuhiefs of time, all the Afotaic 
ceconomy, all the rites and ceremonies of that difpenfutzon lliould be decently 
laid afide, and fomething better come in their room. He gave him a table 
of thecourfes of the prie/la, patterns of the velfels of for vice, vcr* 13. and 
a pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, vcr. IS. Belidvs llie two che- 
rubims over the merpy-feat, there were two much larger, whole wing* 
reached from wall to wall, 1 Kings vi. 23, and of llxrfe, JD.jv/d here 

gave Solomon the pattern, called a chariots for the-angelsure thf chariots 
of God, ^tolxviii. 17. 

2. Materials for the moft coftly of (he-ufen/il« of the temple. That they 
might not be made any lefs than the patterns, he weighed out fluff enough 
for each vcflel, both of gold and filver, vcr. 14. In the tabernacle there 
was but one golden candleftick* in the temple ten, I JCingsviU 49. be (ides 
filverones, which, it is fuppofed, were hancUcandleflicks, vcr 15. In the 
tabernacle there was but one table; but in the temple, be/idex that on 
which the (hew-bread was fet, there were ten others for other ufes, 2 Chron. 
iv. S. betides filver tables. For this houfe bein^ much larger than that, it 
would look bare if it had not furniture proportionable. The gold for the 
altaY of incenfe, is particularly faid to be refined gold, vcr* IS. purer than 
any^ of the reft, for that was typical of the inlerceftion of Chrift, than 
which nothing is more pure and perfect* 

3. DxrcQtons which way to look for help in this great undertaking. JFcac 
not oppofition, fear not the charge, care and trouble, fear not milcarryirtg 
in il, as in the cafe of Uzza, fear not *hc reproach of the foo/rlh builder, 
thai began to build and wai not able to flniflu Be notdifmaycS, (I.) Goi 
will help thee, and thou muft look upon him in the firft plqf&e, w, 20, 
The Lord God, even my God, whom I have chofen and ferved;-;who has all 
along been prcfent with me and profpercd me, and to whom, Jrom my own 
experience of his power and goodnefs, I recommend thee, h£will be with 
thee, to diredt, itrengthen, and profper thee j he will not fa^f thee nor for- 

them ; 
re 




and of all the chambers round about, of the trcafurics 

of the houfe of God, and of the trcafurics of the dedi- ! nnt , fir(V , ^ tn . 

... _ . . ,V r i r f i • ^1 i 1 an > / unlets ttiey nrtc leave nim. (2.) 

catcd things. 10. Alio lor the courfes oi the priclts and ; 7^c prierts and Xevites will advifeihee, 
llie Lcvitcs, and for all the work of the Jervicc of 



encouragement, JnJIt. u 5 # and S(»lMmou v & here, i.i given all believers, 
llcb. xiii.5- lie tvill never have thee nor jbrftiv thee, God never leaves 

Good men will hclp'jthee, rcr. 21. 
j a m; put-ini aim x-evue.s vviuauvue muir, and thou mayeft confult with them: 
; Thou Imft good workmen, that are both willing and fkilful, and thofe are 




oi" all manner of fcrvtce, Jilvcr aljh tor all inftruments 
of filver, by weight, for all inflruments of every kind 
of ferviec: 1J. Even the weight for the candlefticks 
of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for 
every candlcltick, and for the lamps thereof: and for 
the candlefticks of filver by weight, both for the can- 
dieiiiek. and atfo for the lamps thereof, according to 
the ufe of every candieftick. 16. And by weight he 
gave gold for tlic tables of fhew-bread, for every table, 
and tikeicife filver for the tables of filver; 17- Alfopurc 
gold for the iie/h hooks, and the bowls, and tiie cups: 
and for the golden bafonjs he gave gold bv weight for 
every baton: ixndMkc:cf/l' Jilvcr by weight lor every bafou 
of Jilvcr: 18. And for the altar of incenfe, refined 
gold by weight; and gold for the pattern of the chariot 
of. llie cherubims, that fpread out their zoi?ig$, and co- 
hered the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 19. All 

this, J'aid David, the LORD made me underftand in 
writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
tin's pattern. 20. And David faid to Solomon his fon, 
Be ftrong and of good courage, and do il: fear not nor 
be difmayed, foMhe LORD God, even my God p zoill 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, nor forfake thee, 
until thou haft finifhed all the work for the fervice of 
the LORD. 21. And . behold, the courfes of the prieiis 
and the Levi tes, even theyjhallbe with thee, for all the 
fervice of the houfe of God, and there Jiallbe with thee 
for all manner of workmanfhip, every willing fkilful, 
man for any manner of fervice : alfo the princes and ail 
the people tvill be wholly at thy commandment. 



crctJy dug il, but drive on heartily in it. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

David had faid what he had to fay to Solomon. But he had fame- 
thing more to fay to the congregation before he parts toith them, 
(l,)f/e preffcfli them to contribute according to their ability 
toicards the building and fnrnijhing of the temple y vcr. I — 5. 
(•2.) They made their pre ftnts accordingly, vety gcnerou/ly, rer. 
0 — 9. David offered up Jblemn prayers and prai/es to God 

upon that ovea(ion t ver. 10 — '20. xvith facri fives, ver. 21. (4.) 
Salomon was hereupon in throned zcith great fay and magnifi- 
cence, ver. 22 — 25. (J.) David Joan after this finijhed his courfe, 
vcr. 26 — 30. And it is hard to fay ichich Jhincs brighter here, 
the felting fun or the fifing fun. 

I. Tj^Urthermorc, David the king faid unto all the 
JL congregation, Solomon my fon, whom alone God. 
hath choTen, is yet young and tender, and the work 
is great: for the palace is not for man, but for the 
LORD God. 2. Now I have prepared with all my 
might for the houfe of my God, the gold for things lo be 
•made o( 'gold, and the filver for things of filver, and the 
brafs for things of brufs, the iron for things of iron, 
and wood for things of wood : onyx-ftones, and f lanes to 
be fet, gliftering ttones, and of divers colours, and all 
manncrof precious (tones, and marble ft ones in abun- 
dance. 3i Moreover, becaufe I have fet my a Heft ion 
to the houfe of my God, I have of mine own proper 
good, of gold and filver, zvhich I have given to. the 
houfe of my God, over and above all that I have pre- 
pared for the holy houfe, 4. Even three thou fund talent.? 
of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and feven thou fan d ta- 
lents 



Chap. XXIX. 

lenls of refined diver, to overlay the walls of the houfes 
withal : 5. The gold tor things of gold, and the filver 
for things of Hlver, and for all manner of work to be 
made by the hands of artificers* And who then is wil- 
ling to confecrate hisfcrvicc this day unto the LORD? 
6. Then the chief of the fuhers and princes of the 
tribes of Ifrael, and the captains of thousands, and of 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king's work oifcring 
willingly, 7. And gave for the fervice of the houfe of 
God, of gold five thoulaiui talents, and ten thouland 
drams; and of filver, ten thouland talents ; and of brafs, 
eighteen ihoufand talents; and one hundred thoufand 
talents of iron. 8. And they with whom fwecioitsftonvs were 
found, gave ///f/M to the treafure of the houfe of theLOKD, 
bythe hand of Jehiel iheGcr/honite. 9. Then the people 
rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, becaufe with 
perfect heartthey offered willingly to the LORD: and 
David the king alio rejoiced with great joy. 

We may here obfervc, 

1, How handfomely David fpnke to the great men of Ifrael, to engage 
them to contribute towards the building of the temple. It is our <\aiy to 
provoke one another to love and to good works, not only to do good our- 
!e!ve<i, but to draw in others to do good as much a* we can. There were 
many very rich men in Ifrarl, they we re at! to (hare in the benefit of the 
temple, and of ihole peaceable days which werelo befriend the building oi 
il, and therefore, though he would not impofe it on them as a lax, vvhat 
they fhould give towards it, he would propole it to them, as a lair occafion 
for a free-vvlil offering ; becaufe what is done in work* of piety and charity 
fhould be done willingly, and not by ronflrainf, for God loves a chearful 
giver* 

(I.JHe would hnve them enfider, that Solomon was young and tender, 
and needed help* but lie wa< tlv; pi :r!on whom God had chof»*n to this work, 
and therefore was well worthy f ht-rr affi/fance. ft is good fervice to en- 
courage thofe in tin* work of (rod, lhal are a* yet young and tender* 

(2.) The work was "real, ami all hands fliould contribute In tilt- carrying 
of it on; the palace to he butll was not for man, but tor the Lord God; and 
the more was contributed imvaul* lh<* budding, the more magnificent it 
would be, and therefore would the better anfwer the intention. 

(3.) He tells (hem what great prt'panljon* had been made lor this work; 
he did not intend to throw all the burden upon them, nor that it fhould be 
built wholly by contributions, bu: I hat they ftiould (hew their good will, by 
adding to what was done, tw. '2. / have prepared with all my might , i. e # I 
have made it my bufmefs; Work for God mult be done with all our might, 
or we (hall bring nothing to palain it. 

(4. J He fets them a good example. Befides what was dedicated to this 
fervice out of the fpoils and prefenls of the neighbour nations, which was 
for the building of the houfe, of which before, chap. xxii. 14. he had out 
of his own (hare offered largely, for the beautifying and enriching it, three 
thoufand talents of gold- and (even thoufand talent* of filver, vcr. 4, 5. and 
this becaufe he had fet his afieflion to the houfe of his God : He gave all 
this, not as papifts build churches in commutation of penance, or to make 
atonement for fin ; not a* Pharilees give alms, to be feen of men; bur 
purely becaufe he loved the habitation of God's houfe, fo he profeflfed. 
PfaL xxvi* 8. and here he proved it. Thofe that fei their affe&ion upon 
the fervice of God, will tbmk no pains or cod too much to be/iow upon it* 
And then our offerings are plea ling to G«d, when they come from love. 
They that fet their sitft-clinns *m tNng* above, will fet their aire&ioii on the 
houleofGod, through which f-ur waj to heaven lies. Now thi* he gives 
the men account of, tc Itir i!ieni up to do bk«?wife. Note, ThoP* who 
would draw others to that which 15 good, mult lead themlelvcs. Thofo 
efpecially, (hat are advanced above others in plac* and dignity, fiiiuiid efpe- 
cially conlnve how to make their light thine before men t becaule the in- 
fluence of their example is more powerful and more exn-nlive than that of 
other people. 

(5.) He ftint them up to do as lie had don<\ viz. 5. And who then is wil- 
ling toconjicratc his fervice thin day uuto the Lord ? ( I .) We mufi each of us 
in our feveral places ferve the Lord, and confecrate our fervice to him, fepa- 
rate ;t from other things that are foreign, and interfere with it, and direct 
and defign it for the honour and glory ol God. (2.) We mull make the 
fervfee of God our buiinefs; mufi fill our hands to the Lord, fo the Hebievv 
phraie is. They that engage thcmfelves in the fervice of God will have 
their hands full, there is work enough for the whole man in that fervice. 
The filling of our hands with the fervice of God, intimates that we muft 
ferve him only, ferve him liberally, and ferve hnn in the firength of grace 
derived from him. (3.) We mufi be free herein, do it willingly and fpeedily, 
do it this day when we are in a good mind. Who is willing ? Now let him 
(hew it. 

2. How handfomely they all contributed towards the building of the 
temple, when I hey were thus ftirrcd up to it. Though they were perfuaded 
to it, )el it is faid they offered willingly, ver. 6. So lie faith who knew 
their hearts. Nay f they offered with a perfect heart, from a good princi- 
ple, and with a linccre rcfpedl to the glory of God, ver. 9. How generous 
they werr-, appears by the fum total ofthe conlributions, ver. 7, 8. They gave 
like themlelvcs, like princes, like princes ot Ifrael. And a pteafant day's 
work it was : for, { 1,) The people rejoiced ; which may be meant of the 
pimp'tM hem ft*lve« that offered; they were glad of theopportunity of honour- 
ing God thus with their fubftant-e, and glad ofthe profpeft of bringing this 
good work to perfefiion. Or the common people rejoiced in the generofuy 
nf their princes, that they had fuch rulers over them who were forward to 
this good work. Every ffraclitc is glad to lee temple-work carried on with 
vigour, f'2.) David rejoiced with great joy, to fee the good eff ct of his 
pf alms and other helps of devotion he had furniftied them who; rejoiced 
that hh for- »rd focceflnr would have thofe about him that were lo well 
affected to the houfe ot God, and that this work, winch hss heart was fo 
much upon, was likely to go on. Note, it i< a great reviving to good men, 
when they ae leaving the world, to fee thofe they leave behind zealous for 
religion, and likely to keep it up* Lord, lettcjl thou thy fcrvatit depart in 
peace. 

10. f Wherefore David hie/Ted the LORD before 
all the congregation : and David faid, Bleiled be thou* 
LORD Gr.d of Ifrael our father, for ever and ever, 
11. Thine, O LORD, is the greatneis, and the power, 
and the glorv, and the victory* and the majefty : for all 
No. JLXI * 
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that is in the heaven and in the earth, is thine ; thine is 
the kingdom, () LORD, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. li>. Both riches and honour come ot* thee, 
and thou reignc/t over all, and in thine hand is power 
and might, and in thine hand // /V to make great, and 
to give itrengih unto ail* 13. Now then fore, our God; 
we thank thee, and praife thy glorious name. But 
who am I, and what is my people, that we /hould be 
able to oiler fo willingly after this fort ? for all things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
15. For weave (i rangers hclore tliec, sjnd fojourners, as 
zoere all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a 
fhadow, and there is none abiding. IG. () LORD our 
God, all this Itore that we have prepared to build thee 
an houfe for thy holy name, comcth of thine hand, 
find is nil thine own. 17. J know alio, my God, that 
thou trieft the heart, and halt pieafure in uprighlnefs* 
As for me, in the uprightness ot mine heart I have wil- 
lingly offered all thefe things; and now have 1 feen with 
joy, thy people which are pi ef cnthere, to offer willingly 
unto thee. 18. () LORD God of Abraham, lfaac, and 
of Ifrael our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagina- 
tion ofthe thoughts ofthe heart of thy people, and pre- 
pare their heart unto thee. 19 And give unto Solomon 
myfon a perfect heart to keep thy commandments, thy 
tettimonies, and thy Ititutes, and to do all thefe things^ 
and to build the palace for the which I have made pro- 
vifion. 20. And David (aid to all the congregation, 
Now bleis the LORD your God. And all the congre- 
gation blefled the LOKD God of their fathers, and 
bowed down their heads and worshipped the LORD 
and the king. 2L And they faerillced lkcriiices unto 
the LORD, and o tie red burnt-offerings unto the 
LORD on the morrow after that day, even a thoufand 
bullocks, a thoufand rams, and a thoufand Iambs, with 
their drink-offerings and lacrilices in abundance for all 
j Ifrael: And did eat and drink before the LORD 
on that day with great gladnefs, and they made Solo- 
mon the fon of David king the fecontl time, and 
anointed him unto the LORD to be the chief governor, 
and Zadok to be prielt. 

We have here, 

1. The folemn addrefs which David made to God upon occafion of the 
nobtefubferiptions ofthe princes towards ihc building of the temple, rrr. 10. 
Wherefore David blejfcd the Lord % x\ol only in hiselof'ji; but before alt the con- 
gregation; This 1 expected .when we read, ver. 9. that DavtU rejoiced with 
, grcatjoyi for fnch a devout man as he, would, no queftiott> make that the 
j matter of his thankf^ivin^» winch was fo much the matter of his rejoicing* 
; He that looked round w\<h cMunfort, would certainly look up with praife* 
David wa« now old, and looked upon h:«rsfelf a< near his end, and well 
becomes aged fntnts.ind i}*in^ faints, to have their he.irK <nuch "ill irgedin 
praife and (hanklVi^injf : This wd:fil"iire tlu'ir ron.plainls i;f their bodily 
, infirmities, and ln*lp to make tin- prufpcdl of deaih il(e!l U-fs. D-lvid's 
pfaims, towards the laHi-r i-ml of the bi»t«k, r ; m^ft o} them pfaims of 
praife. The nearer we co:ne!o ine world i»t exerhilhng pr.itfr, the more 
wcfliould fpeak the langu*ij»i-, and do the v%ork uf that world. Jn thti 
' addref^, 

; (I.) He adorer God, and afcribes glory to him, a<? the God of Ifrael, 
Blcjfed forever and even Our Lord's prayer ends wiih a doxology much ».ke 
this which David here be^ius with, lor thine i* the kingdom 9 the power and the 
gtory. This is properly praitingGod » ilh holy aweand reverence, and agrcc^ 

ableaffefiion;acknowIecfK' n ^i Hig infinite perfections; not only lhal he is 
I great, powerful, glorious, but that his is the grenliu-fs, power, and 
glory, i. c* he has then) in and ot himfell ; he is ihc fountain and centre of 
! every thing that is bright and bleflud* AW that v\e can in oik nmft exalted 
! praites attribute to him, he has an unqueftionabV ti tic Jo. His is the great- 
nefs, hisgreatnefs isimmenfe and incomprehendble, and all others are/iille, 
arenoUiing, in companfon ot hnn. Hi* is the power, and it is almighty 
and irrefiOible ; power belongs to him, and all the power of all lhccrea» 
ture5$ is derived from him, and depends upon him : His i is the glory: lor 
his glory i$ his ow n end, and the end ol the w hole,creation : All the glory 
we can give him with our hearts, lips and lives, comes infinite]) lliort of 
what is hi?? due. His is the viclor) ; he irunfcends mil fiirpafleth al', <md is 
able to conquer and fubdue all things to himfelf f and h:s viciono are 
uncontcftible, unconJroulable. .And hi^ the niajefl), rcalard perfona!; 
with him is terrible tnajeily, inexprelhble and mcnnceiveabie, (2,) His 
fovereign dominion ; as rightful owner ami poflirllor <>\ all, all that is in 
heaven and in the earth is thine, and at ih v dilpole 9 bv the im^fpulablt right 
of creation, and as fupreme ruler and rnmm;mder of all ; Thine* is the king- 
dom % and all kings are thy fuhje£te ( for ihou an head, and art hi be ex /ted 
and" worfliippedp as head above all. (3./ His tmiverlal induenct- and 
agency. All that are rich and honourable among the chfJdr*-n of men, 
have their riches and honours from God. This acknowledgment he would 
have the princes take noticent, ami join in, thai they might not think they 
had merited any thing of God by thesr geneiofily; for from God thi-y had 
their riches and honour t and what (hey returned to him was but a fm if I part 
of what they had received from him. Whoever are great among men, it is 
God's hand that makes them fo; and whatever fireHgth w.. \w i- rsGod 
that gives it us, as the God of Jfraclourfathtr, vet. 10. Pfat K*ni, 35» 
(2.) Hearknowledgelb with lhankfulticfs tlie^race ol G«>d enablingthetn 
fo contribute fo chearfully towards the building ot die temple, per, 13, !+• 
Now therefore our God we thank thee. Note, The more we do for God* tha 
more we are indebted to him for the honour of bein^ employed in h* ler- 
^ice, and grace enabling us in any mcafure to ferve him. Doth he therefore 
thank that Jervunt ? Luke xvir. 9. No ; but ihat fervant Inn a gr»*at deal of 
ronton to thnnk him. He thanks G< d that they were a///* to offer Jo willingly. 
Note, (I.) It is a great inflanceot Hie pi.wer of God's grace in u» f to be 
able to do the work of God w illingly ; lie works bath to will and to do ; and 
it is in the day of his power thai his people are made willing, Jfal. ex. 3* 

BY (2.) We 
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(2.) We mufl give God all the glory of all the good lhat is at any time done 
by ouriclves or other*. Our own good works mufl not be the matter of our 
pride, nor others good works the matter of our flattery, hut both the matter 
ol nur praife; for ceriainly it is the greateft honour and plealurein the world 
faithlully to ferve God. 

(:).) He fpeaks very humbly of himfelf and his people, and the offer- 
ings they had now prefented to God. 

(It) For himfelf and thofe that joined with him, though Ihey were 
princes, he admitted that God fhould lakefuch notice of them, and do fo 
much for them, per. Ik Who am /, and what is my people? David was 
the mo/t honourable perfon, and Ifracl the mod honourable people, then in 
the world ; jet thus doth he (peak of himfelf and them, as unworthy the 
divine cognifanccand favour. David now looks very great, prodding in 
an auguli aflembly, appointing his fuccetfbr,-and making a noble prefent to 
the honour of God, and yet little and low in his own eyes: Who am 1 9 
O Lord? for, ver* 15. JFc arejlrangers before thee, ami f your tiers, poor de- 
fpicable creatures; angels in heaven are at home then*, faints on earlh are 
bwl grangers here: Our days on the earth areas a Jhudow.* David's days 
had as much of fubrtance in them as moft men's; for he was a great man, a 
^ood man, a ufeful man, and now an old man : one that lived long, and 
lived to good purpofe ; and yet puts himfelf not only into the number, but 
in the front of thofe who mufl acknowledge that their days on the earth are 
as ajhadoto; which freaks our life a vain life, a dark life, a transient life, 
and a life that will have its period either in per feci light or in perfect dark- 
nefs. The next words explain it, there is no abiding; Hcb« no expectation: 
we cannot expeCt any great matters from it, nor can we expe£t any long 
continuance of it. This is mentioned here, as lhat which forbids us to 
boaft of the fcrvice we do to God; alas! it h confined to a fcanllingof time, 
it is the fervice of a frail and ftiorl life, and therefore what can we pretend 
to merit by it ? 

(2.) As to their offerings Lord, (pith he, of thine own have wc given thee, 
ver, l+. and again, ver. 16, It cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own* 
V/e have it from thee as a free gift, and therefore arc bound to ufe it for 
thee; and what we prefent to thee is but rent or interefl from thine own* 
" In like manner (faith Bifliop Patrick) we ought, to acknowledge God in 
" all fptrUiia! things, referring every good thought, good purpofe, and 
u good work, to his grace, from whom we receive it." Let him that glo- 
ries, therefore, glory in the Lord. 

(3.) He appeals to God concerning his own fincerity in what he did, per. 
17. It is a great fat refaction to a good man, to think that God tries the 
heart, and has pfcnfiirc in upright nej* f that whofhever mr/interpre( or contemn 
it, he h acquainted with and approves of the way of (he righteous. It was 
David's comfort, that God knew with what plealure, he both ojfered his 
own and faw the people's offering. He was neither proud of his own good 
work, nor envious of the good works of others. 

(4.) He prays to God both for the people and for Solomon, that both 
might hold on as they began. In. this prayer he addrctfelh himfelf to God 
as the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, a God in covenant with them, 
and with us for their fakes : Lord give us grace to make good our part of 
the covenant, that wc may not forfeit the benefit of it. Or thus they were 
kept in their integrity by the grace of God eftablifhing their way; let the 
fame grace which was fuflicient for them, befo for us. I. For the people 
he prays, ver. 18, that what the good God had put into their minds, he 
would always keep there, that they might never he worfe than they were 
now ;- might never lofethe conviflions they were now under, nor cool in 
their affections to the houfe of God ; but always have the fame thoughts of 
things they now feemed to have. It is of great confequence to us what is 
innermoft, and what uppermofl in the imagination of the thoughts of our 
heart, what we aim at, and what we love to think of: if any good have 
got polTcflion of our hearts, or the hearts of our friends, it is good by prayer 
to commit thecu/iody of it to the grace of God; Lord, keep it there, keep 
it for ever there. David has prepared materials for the temple, but, Lord, 
do thou prepare their hearts for luch a privilege; cflablijh their hearts, fo 
the margin. Confirm their refolutions ; they are in a good mind, keep 
them fo, when I am gone, them and theirs for over, 2. For Solomon he 
prays/ ver. J 9. Give him a perfect heart. He had charged htm, chap. 
xxviii. 0. to ferve God with a perfcSt heart, now here he prays to God to 
give him fuch a heart. He does not pray. Lord, make him a rich man, a 
great man, a learned man ; but Lord, make him an honcft man ; for that is 
better than all. Lord, give him a perfect heart, not only in general, to keep 
thy commandments, but in particular, to build the palace, thai he may do that 
fervice with a (ingle eye. Yet his building the houfe would not prove him 
to have a perfect heart, unleft he made confcicnce of keeping God's com- 
mandments, It is not helping to build churches that will favc us, if we 
live in difobedience to God's law. 

2. The chearful concurrence of this grflat aflembly in this great folem- 
nity. ^ m ** 

1 . They joined with David in the adoration of God. When he had done 
his prayer, he called to them to ieflify their concurrence ftfow blejs the 
Lord your Gnd, ver. 20.) which accordingly they did, by bowing down their 
heads 9 a gefiure of adoration. Whoever is the mouth of the congregation, 
thole only have the benefit who join with him, not by bowing down the head 
fo much as by lifting up the foul 9 

2. They paid their refpecls to the king, looking upon him as an infiru- 
mcnt in God's hand of much good to them ; and in honouring him they 
honoured God. 

3. The next day they offered abundance of facrificcs to God, ver. 21. 
both burnt-offerings, which were wholly coufumod, and peace-offerings, 
which the offerer had the greatefl part of to himfelf. Hereby they teftified 
a generous gratitude to God for the good pofture their public affairs were in, 
though David was going off. 

4. They feaffed and rejoiced before God, ter % 22* In token of their 
joy in God, and communion with him, they feafted upon the peace-offer- 
ings, in a religious manner, before the Lord. What had been offered to 
God they feaffed upon; by which was intimated to them, that they fhould 
be never the poorer for their late liberal contributions to the fervice of the 
temple, they themfelves fhould feaft upon the comfort of it. 

5. They made Solomon king the fecond time : he having been before 
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J anointed in hafle upon occafion of Adnnijah's rebellion, tt was thought fit to 
repeat it lor the greater falistaCtion of the people. They aitoioted him to the 
Lord. Magiftrates mull look upon themfelves as fel apart for God, to be 
his ministers, and mult rule accordingly in the fear ol God. Zadok alfo 
was anointed to be priefr. in the room of Abialhar, who had lately forfeited 
his honour. Happy art thou, O Ifrael, under fuch a prince, anil fuch a 
pontiff. 



23. Then Solomon fat on the throne of the LORD 
asking inftead of David his father, and profpered, and 
all Ifrael obeyed him. 24. And all the princes and the 
mighty men, and all the foils like wife of king David, 
fubmitted themfelves unto Solomon the king. 25. And 
the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the 
fight of all Ifrael, and beftowed upon him fuch royal. 




nuts forty years: feven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 28. 
And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour: and Solomon hisfon reigned in his Head. 29. 
Now the a£rs of David the king, firft and la ft, behold*- 
they arc written in the book of Samuel the feer, and 
in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book 
of Gad the feer. DO. With all his reign and his might, 
and the times that went over him, and over Ifrael, and 
overall the kingdoms of the countries. 

Thefeverfes bring king. Solomon (o his throne, and king David- to his 
grave: Thus the riling generation (hruftsoul (hat which went before, and 
faith, Make room for us. Every one has his day. 

I. Here is Solomon rifing, wr. 23. Solomon fat on the throne of the Lord, 

Not his throne which he had prepared in the heavens, but the throne of If- 

- i ii. .j ii. .i . »\ .ft. i . . « i. i. 




ig, ne nan tne niung or tneir tmo:ie by 
immediate direction ; the municipal laws of their kingdom were divine* 
Urim and prophets were the privy councilors of (heir princes, therefore is 
their throne called the throne of the Lord. Solomon's kingdom typified the 
kingdom of the Meffiah, and his is indeed the throne of the Lord ; tor the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment to him : hence 
he calls him ftis king, Pfal. ii. 6. Being fel on the throne of the Lord, the 
throne to which God called him, he profpered. They that follow the di- 
vine conduct, may expect fuccefs by the divine blefling. Solomon prof- 
pered : for, 

(I.) His people paid honour to him, as one to whom honour is due. All 
Ifrael obeyed him, i. e. were ready to (wear allegiance to him, ver. 23. the 
princes and mighty men, and even the fans of David, though by feniority their 
title to the crown was prior to his, and they might think themfelves 
wronge.l by his advancement; yet becaufe God thought fit to make hira 
king, and made him fit to be fo, they all fubmitted themfelves to him ; God 
inclined their hearts to do lb, that his reign might from the firft be peace- 
able* His father was a better man than he, and yet came to the crown with 
much difficulty ; after long delay, and by many and flow fteps : David had 
more faith, and therefore had it more tried. They fubmitted themfelves, 
Heb. They guve the hand under Solomon, i.e. bound themfelves by oath to 
he true to him. Pulling the hand under the thigh, was a ceremony an- 
ciently ufed in fwearing. Or, they were fo entirely devoted, lhat they 
would put their hand under his feet to ferve him* 

(2.) God put honour upon- him : for thofe that honour him he will ho- 




Judges or kings of Ifracl his predeceflbrs, made fuch a figure as he did, nor 
lived in fuch fplendor. 

Jl. Here is David's felting; that great man going off the ftage. The 
hiftorian here briugshim to the end of his day, leaves him afleep, and draws 
the curtains about him. 

1. He gives a fummary account of the years of his reign fiver. 26, 27. 
He reigned forty years, as Mofes did, Othniel, Deborah, Gideon, Eli, 
Samuel and "Saul, who were before him, and Solomon after him. 

2. He gives a fhort account of his deat h, ver. 28. lhat he died full of 
days, riches, and honour; that is, (I.) Loaded with them ; he was very old 
and very rich, and very much honoured both of God and man. He had 
been a man of war from his youth, and as fuch had his foul continually in 
his hand ; yet he was not cut off in the midft of his days, but was preferved 
through all the dangers of a military life, lived to a good old age, and died,, 
in peace, died in his bed, and yet in the bed of honour. (2.) Satiated with 
them. He was/«// of days, riches, and honour, i. e. he had enough of this 
world, and of the riches and honours of it, and knew when he had enough ; 
for he was very willing to die and leave it, having faid, Pfal. xlix. 15. God 
Jhall receive me;* and Pfal. xxiii. 5. Thou art with me. A good man will 
foon be full of days, riches and honour, but will never be fatisfied with 
them, no fatisfaction but in God's loving-kindnefs. 

3. For a fuller account of David's life and reign, he refers his reader 
to the hifiories or records of thofe times, which were/vritlen by Samuel 
while he lived, and continued after his death by Nathan and Gad, ver. 29. 
There was related what was obfervable in his governmental home and his 
wars abroad, the times, i. e. the events of time lhat were concerning him, 
ver. 29, 30. Thefe regifters were then in being, but are now loft. Note, 
Good ufe may be made of thofe hiftories of the church which are authentic, 
though not (acred or of divine infpiraiion. 
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ubyloman monarchy I reckon to bepfm in Nebuchadnezzar Iiimfclf, Thou art that head of gold, that lafted butabout feventy 
je Perfian monarch'/ in feveral families, about one hundred and thirty. The Grecians in their fevcral branches about three 



of. TheR 
years. The 

ofthofe 
a 

Iipfe 

. . . , the 

Jewifh monarchy, as it is more authentic, fo it is more entertaining and more inftruftive than the hiftoricsof any of thole monarchies. 

We had the ftory of the houfeof David before in the firftand fecond booksof Kings, intermixed with that of the kings of Jfrocl, whicli 





Jomon we have chap, i — ix*. the blemiihed reign of Rehoboam, chap, x — xii. the Hiort but bufy reign of Abijah, chap. xiii. the long and 
happy reign of A fa, chap. xiv—-xvi.the pious and profperous reign of Jehofliaphat, chap, xvii — xx. the impiousand infamous reigns of 
.Tehoramand Ahaziah, chdp. xxi. xxii. the uniteady reigns of Joalhaud Amaziah, chap, xxir, xxv. the long and profperous reign of 
zziah, chap.xxvx. the regular reign of Jotlian,c/'«/>. xxvii.the prophane and wicked reign of Ahaz, chap, xxviii.thc gracious glorious 
ign of Hezekiah, chap, xxix — xxxii. the wicked reigns of ManafTeh and Amon,t7/tf/7. xxxiii. the reforming reign of Joliah,t7/rtp.xxxiv, 



Uzziah 
rei 



xxxv. the ruining reigns of his fons, chap, xxxvi. Put all thefe together, and the truth of that word of God wiJlappear, Them that/to- 
nourmelwill honour, but they that defpife vie Jhall he lightly eflecmed. The learned Mr.'Whilton, in his Chronology, fuggefts, that the 
hiftorical books which were written after the captivity, viz. the two books of Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, have more mUlakes in 
names and numbers than all the books of the Old Tcftament befides, through the careleirncfs of tranferibers. But though thatftould 
be allowed, the things are fo very minute, that we may be confident, The foundation of God ftands fure notwithstanding. 



CHAP I. 

In the clofe of the foregoing look we read how God magnified Solomon, 
and Ifrael obeyed him, God and Ifrael concurred to honour him. 
Now herewe have an account, ( 1 . ) lion' he honoured God byfacri- 
fee, ver. 1 — 6.a?id by pratjer, ver. 7—1 2. (2.) How he honoured 
Ifrael, by increafing thcirftrength, wealth and trade, ver. 1 3 — 17. 

1. A ND Solomon, the fon of David, was ftrcngth- 
jCXenedin his kingdom, and the LORD his God 
was with him, and magnified him exceedingly. 2. 
Then Solomon fpake unto all Ifrael, to the captains of 
thousands, and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to 
every governor in all Ifrael, the chief of the fathers, 3. 
So Solomon, and all the congregation with him, went 
to the high place that zvas at Gibeon, for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Mofes 
the fervant of the LORD had made in the wildernefs. 
4. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kir- 
jath-jearim, to the place which David had prepared for 
"it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerufalem. 5. 
Moreover, the brafen altar that Bezaleel the Ion of Uri, 
the fon of Hur, had made, he put before the taberna- 
cle of the LORD : and Solomon and the congregation 
fought unto it. 6. And Solomon went up thither to 
the brafen altar before the LORD, which was at the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and offered a thoufand 
burnt offerings upon it. 7- ^|"In that night did God 
appear unto Solomon, and faid unto him, A(k what I 
fhall give thee. 8. And Solomon faid unto God, Thou 
haft ihewed great mercy unto David my father, and 
haft made me to reign in his ftead : 9. Now, O LORD 
God, let thy promfle unto David my father be efta- 
blifhcd : for thou haft made me king over a people, 
like the duft of the earth in multitude. 10. Give me 
now wildom and knowledge, that I may go out and 
come in before this people: for who can judge this thy 
people, thai is jo great? 11. And God faid to Solo- 
men, Becaufe this was in thine heart, and thou haft 
not afked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of 
.thine enemies, neither yet haft afked long life; but haft 
afked wifdom and knowledge for thyfelf^ that thou 
mayeft judge my people, over whom I have made.thee 
king: 12.* Wifdom and knowledge is granted . unto 
thee, and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and hor 
nour, fuch as none of the kings have had, that have 



been before thee, neither fhall there any after thee have 
the like. 

Here is, 1. Solomon's great profperily, ver, I. Though he rud a con- 
tended title, yet God being with htm, he was jlrcngthened in his kingdom, his 
heart and hands were ftrengthened, and his into reft in the people. God's 
prefence will be our ftrengfch. 

2. His great piety and devotion. His father was a prophet, a pfalmifr, 
and he kept mollly to the ark ; hut Solomon having read much in his Bible 
concerning the tabernacle which Mofes built, rnd the altar-; there, paid 
more refpj-cl In them than it IhouM feem David hail done. Both did well, 
and let neither be cenfurcd. If the zvai of one varried hint out moft to one 
inflance of religion, and oi another to the other inliance, let them nol judge 
or defpife one another. 

1. All his great men muft thus far be good men, thnt they murtjoin with 
him in worlhipping God. He fpake lo the captains and judges, the go- 
vernors and chief of the fathers to go with him to Gibeon, ver. 2, 3. Au- 
thority and intereft is well beftowed on thofe that will thus ufe it for the 
glory of God, and the promoting nf religion. It is duty to engage all that 
we have influence upon in the folemnities of religion, and very dcfirable to 
have many join with us in thofe folemnities; the more the better, it is the 
liker to heaven. Solomon began his reign with this public pious vifit to 
God's altar, and it was a very good omen. Magiflrates are then likely to 
do well for themfelvcs and their people, when they thus take God along 
with them at their felting out. 

2. He offered abundance of facrifices to God there, nr. 6*. a thoufand 
burnt-offerings, and perhaps a greater number of peace-offerings on which 
he and his com pan \ fcajled before the Lord. Where God fows plentifully, he 
expects to reap accordingly. His father David had left him Hocks and 
herds in abundance, 1 Chron. xxvjj. 29— 31. and thus he gave God his 
dues out of ihem. The ark was at Jerufalem, rer. 4. but the altar was at 
Gibeon, ver. 5. and thither he brought his facrifices; for it is the altar that 
fanclifieth every gift. 

3. He prayed a good prayer to God: this, with the anfwer to it we had 
before, 1 Kings m. 5, &c. (1.) God bid him afk what he would, not 
only that he might put him m the right way of obtaining the favours that 
were intended him, AJk, aiulycfoall receive, that your jot/ may be full; but 
that he might try him how he flood afiecled, and might difcover what was 
in his heart. Men's characters appear in their choices and defircs. What 
wouldft thou have? tries a man as much as, What wouldft thou do? Whe- 
ther he was one of the children nf this world, that fay, Who will /hew us any 
good ? or of the children of light t that fay, Ijord lift up the li«ht of thy coun- 
tenance upon us. As wechoofe, we fhall have, and that is like to be our 
portion to which we give the preference, whether the wealth and pleafure of 
this world, or fpi ritual riches and delights. (2.) Like a genuine fon of 
David, he chofe fpiritual bleffings rather than temporal. His petition here 
is. Give me xvijilom and knowledge. He owns thofe defirable gifts, and God 
the giver of them, Prov.W.6. God gave the faculty of tin demanding-, 
and to fiim we mufl apply ourfelves for the furniture of it. Two things are 
here pleaded which we had not in Kings: (\.) Thbuhafi made me reign in 
my father's ftead, ver. 6. Lord, thou haft put me into this place, and there- 
fore I can in faith afk of thee grace to enable me to the duty ol it. What 
fervice we have reafon to believe God calls us lo, we have reafon to hope he 
will qualify us for. But that is not all ; Lord, thou haft put me into this 
place.inthe ftead of David, that great and good man, that filled it up fo' 
well ; therefore give me wifdom that Ifrael may not fuffer damage by the 
change. Muft I reign in my father 'a ftead? Lord, give me my father'* 

fpirit 
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fpirit. No'e, The eminency of lliofe lhat went before us, and the obli- 
gation lliat Ii«s upon us to keep up and carry on I he good work they were 
engaged in, Ihmild provoke ih to a gracious emulation, and quicken our 
prayers to God for wifdo-n and ^race, that we may do the work of God 
in our day, as faithfully and well as they did it in theirs. (2.) Let thy 
promife to David my father he ejlahh/ked, ver. 9. He means the promife 
concerning his fuccefP»r. In performance of that promife. Lord, give me 
•xifdom; VVe do not find that wifdom was any of the things promiled, but 
it was nc'celParv in nroVr to the accompiifliment of what was promifed, 
2 Sum. vti, l J," 1 4. The promife was, IJcJhull hy&t&a houfefor my name, 
I will cJlabU/h his throne, he Jhall he my Jim, and my mercy Jhall nut depart 
from him. Now, Lord, unlets thou give me wildom, thy houfe will not 
be built, nor my throne eftahlilhed ; I Ihall carry it unbecoming my re- 
lation to thee as a Father, (hall forfeit my mercy and fool it away; there- 
fore, Lord, give me wifdom . Note, I. God\s promt fes are our beft pleas 
in prayer; Remember thy word unto thy fervant, (2 ) Children may take 
the comfort of the promSfes of lhat covenant which their parents in their 
baplifm laid claim to, and took hold of for them'. 3. The beft way to 
obtain the benefit of the promt fes and privileges of the covenant, is to be 
earned in prayer with God for wifdom and grace to do the duties of it. 

4-. He received a gracious anfwer to this prayer, ver. 11,12. (I.) God 
gave him trV? wifdom that he alked for, becaufe he afked for it : wifdom 
i« a gift that God gives as freely and liberally as any gift, to thofe that 
value it, and wreftle for it, and'will rcfolve to make ufe of it ; and he 
upbraideth not the poor petitioners, with their folly, James i. 5. God's 
grace (hall never be wanting to thofe who fincerely delirc to know and do 
their duly. (2.) God gave him the wealth and honour which he did not 
0'k for, becaufe he afked not for it. Thofe that pur Cue prefent things moll 
earneftly, are moll likely to mil's of them ; while thofe that refer themfelves 
to the providence of G«d, if they have not the mod of thofe things, have 
the comfort in them. Thofe lhat make this world their end, come fiiorl 
of the other, and are difappointed in this foo; but thofe that make the 
other world (heir end, (brill not only obtain (hat, and full falisfaclion in it, 
but fliaJI fake as much as is convenient of this world in their way. 

13. ^[ Then Solomon came from his journey, to the 
high place that zoas at Gibeon, to Jerufalem, from be- 
fore the tabeniacJe of the congregation, and reigned 
overlfrael. 14. And Solomon gathered chariots and 
borfemen : and he had a thoufand and four hundred 
chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen, which he 
placed in the chariot cities, and with the king at Jeru- 
falem. J 5. And the king made filver and gold at Je- 
rufalem as plenteous as Hones, and cedar- trees made he 
as the fy cam ore-trees that are in the vale for abundance. 
16. And Solomon had horfes brought out of Egypt, 
and linen yarn: the kings merchants received the linen 
yarn at a price. 17. And they fetched up, and brought 
fourth out of Egypt a chariot for fix hundred Jliekels of 
filver, and an hone for an hundred and fifty : and fo 
brought they out horfes for all the kings of the Hittites, 
and for the kings of Syria, by their means. 

Here is, I. Solomon's entrance upon the government, ver. 13. became 
from before the tabernacle and reigned over Ifrael: He would not do any afts 
of government till he had done his acls of devotion; would not take 
honour to himCelf till he had given honour to God j firft the tabernacle, 
and then the throne. But when he had obtained wifdom from God, he 
did not hury his talent, but as lie had received the gift, miniflered (be fame, 
did not give uphimfclflo eafe and pleal'ure, but minded bufinefs ; he 
reigned over Ii>ai:l. 

Q. The magnijjeence of his court, ver. l+. he gathered chariots and horfe* 
men. Shall we praife him for this ? We praife him not : for the king was 
forbid to multiply horfe«, Dint, xvii. !t>\ I du not remcmbar that ever 
we iinil his good father in a chariot, or on horfe-back ; a mule was the 
highly] he mounted. VVe fiiould rather a (Feci to excel thofe that went be- 
fore us- in gnodnefs than in grandeur. 

3. The wealth and trade of his kingdom. He made filver and gold very 
cheap and common, ver. 13. The increafe ol gold lowers the value of it; 
b'tt the increafc of grace advance th its price, the more men have of lhat 
the moru they valmt it ; hov: much better therefore hit to get xi'ifdom than 
gnld ? Hr. opened alio a trade, with Eg> pt, whence he imported horfes and 
linen-yarn, winch he exported again to the kings of Syria, with great 
advantage, no doubt, ver. to, 17. Thi< we had before, 1 Kings*. 28, 29. 
It is tin* wifdom of princes in promote induitry, and encourage trade in 
their dominion*. Perhaps Solomon took the hint of letting up the linen 
manufarturc, bringing lmen-\arn in'o Egvpt, working it into cloth, and 
then fending that to other nations, from ■» hai his mother taught him among 
the characters of ihe virtuous women, Prov. xxxi. 2 k That Jhc maketh 
fine linen undfelUth it, and delivereth girdles of it to the merchant. In ail labour 
there is profit. 

CHAP. II. 

Solomon'' s trading ; which we read of in t he clofe of theforegoing chap- 
ter, and the encouragement, he gave both to merchandize and manu- 
facture sums very commendable. But building zoas the work he 
was drjig ned for, and to that bufmefs he is here applying him f elf . 
If ere is, (!.) Solomon 1 s determination to build the temple and a 
royal palace, and his appointing labourers to be employed herein, 
ver. 1 , 2 — 17, IS. (2. ) His requeft to liar am king of Tyre, to 
furni/h him both, with artifis and materials, ver. 3 — 10. (3.) 
ffurani's obliging anjwer to, and compliance with his requefls, 
ver. 11 — Id. 

1. \ ND Solomon determined to huild an houfe for 
xjl the name of the LORD, and an houfe for his 
kingdom. 2. And Solomon told out threefcore and 
ten thoufand men to bear burdens, and fourfcore thou- 
fand to hew in the mountain, and three thoufand and 
fix hundred to ovcrfee them. 3. f And Solomon fent 
to Huram the king of Tyre, faying. As thou didft 
deal with David my father, and didft fend him cedars 



to build him an houfe to dwell therein, eve/t fo deal zoith 
me. 4. Behold, 1 build an houfe to the name of the 
LORD my God, to dedicate and to burn before him 
fvveet incenfe, and for the continual thew-brcad, and 
for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the 
fabbaths, and on the new-moons, and on the folemn 
fcaits of the LORD our God- This is an ordinance 
for ever to IfracL 5, And the houfe which I build is 
great: for great is our God above all gods- 6. But 
who is able to build him an houfe, feeing the heaven, 
and heaven of heavens cannot contain him ? who am I 
then that I Ihould build him an houfe, fa ve only to 
burn facriflce before him ? ^ 7. Send me now therefore 
a man, cunning 'to work in gold, and in ^ filver,- and 
in brafs, and in iron, and in purple, and crimfon* and 
blue, and that can fkill to grave with the cunning men 
that are with me in Judah and in Jerufalem, whom 
David my father did provide. 8. Send me alfo cedar- 
trees, lir-trees, and algum-trees, out of Lebanon (for 
I know that thy fervants can fkill to cut timber in 
Lebanon) and behold, my fervants Jhall he with thy 
fervants, 9. Even to prepare me timber in abundance; 
for the houfe which I am about to build, Jliall be won- 
derful great, 10. And behold, I will give to thy fer- 
vants, the hewers that cut timber, twenty thoufand 
meafures of beaten wheat, and twenty thoufand raca- 
fures of barley, and twenty thoufand baths of wine, 
and twenty thoufand baths of oil. 

Solomon's wifdom was given him, not merely for fpeculaiion to entertain 
himfelf, (though it is indeed a princely entertainment) nor merely for con- 
vcrfalion to enlerlain his friends, bul for action, and therefore to aftioft 

heprefently applies himfelf, Obfcrvt-, 

1. His refolution within himfelf concerning his bufincfc, ver. I, Ifcde- 
tcrmincd to build, in Ihe firft place, a houfe for the nwnt of the iMrd. It is 
fit he that is the fir ft, (lit uJd be tirft (cived ; firfr a temple, and then a pa- 
lace; a houfe not fo much for himlelf and his own convenience and mag- 
nificence, as for the kingdom, fur the honour of it among its neighbours, 
and for the decent reception of the people whenever they had occafion to 
apply themfelves to their prince; lb lhat in bull), he aimed at the publtc 
good. Thofe are ihe wifeft men lhat lay out themfelves mod for the honour 
of (he name of the Lord, and the welfare of communities ; we are not born 
for our/elves, but for God and our country. 

2. His am batty to Huram, king of Tyre, to engage his afliftancc in the 
profeculton of his designs. The purport of his errand to him, is mucli the 
fame here as we had it t 1 Kings v« 8. only here it is more largely fet forth. 

I* The reafons why he makes this application to Huram, are here more 
fully reprefenled, for information to Huram, as well as for inducement. 

(I.) He pleads bis father's intereft in Huram, and the kindnefs he bad 
received from him, ver. 3. Asthoudidjl dml with David, fo deal with me* 
As we mufl fhevv kindnefc to, fo we may expeft kindnefs from our fathers 
friends, and with them fliould cultivate a correfpondence. 

(2.) He reprefents his 6t:f\gn in building the temple; He intended it 
fora place of religious worfliip, ver. that all the offerings which God 
had appointed for the honour of his name, might be offered up there. The 
houfe was built, that it might be dedicated to God and ufed in his fervice ; 
(his we fhould aim at in all our bnfiwX*, that our havings and doings may 
be all to the glory of God, H<* mention* divers particular fcrvice* that wer? 
hereto be performed for the inftruft. on of Hnnun, The myfteries of the true 
religion, unlike thofe ol tiie Geni>k* fu per fiifio;j v coveted not concealment. 

(3.) He endeavours io pojfefs Huram with very great and high thoughts 
of Ihe God of Ifrael, by e\pn-lling ihv mighty veneration he had fur his 
holy name- Great is our God ahove alt jsods$ above all idols, above all 
princes, idols are nothing, princes are little, and both under the control of 
the God of Ifrael ; and therefore, 1, The houfe mull be great, not in pro- 
portion to the groat nets of that God to whom it is to be dedicated, for 
between linite and infinite there can be no proportion, but in fome pro- 
portion to the great value and eJi<-em we have for this God. 2. Yet, be 
it never fo great, it canrot be a habitation for the great God : Let not 
Huram think lhat the God of Ifrael, like the gods of the nations, dxett 
in temples made with lutntls* AcN xvii. 24. no. the heaven of heuvem cannot 
contain him. Ii is intended only tor the convenience of his prtcfts anO wor- 
Ihippers, that they may have a lining place wherein to burn facrifices be- 
fore him. 2. He looked upon himfelf, though a mighty prince, as un- 
worthy the honour of being employed in this great work. IVhn am /, that 
I Jhonld build him a houfe? It becomes us to go about every work for God, 
with a due fenfc of our u ter infuflicieney for it, and our incapacity to do any 
thing adequate to the divine perfections. It is part of the wifdom, wherein 
we ought to walk towards them that are without, carefully to guard againfl 
all mifapprehenfions, which 1 any thing we fay or do may occafiun, concerning 
God ; fo Solomon doth here in his treaty with Huram. 

2. The requefte he makes to him are more particularly fet down here. 
1. He defires Huram would furnith him wiUi agood hand to work, rcr. ?• 
fendme a man. He had cunning men with him in Jerufalem and Judah, 
whom David provided, I Chron. xxii. 15. Let them not think but that 
the Jews had fome among them that were art i ft*, but fend vie a man to di- 
re£t them. There are ingenious men in Jerufalem, but not fuch engravers 
as are in Tyre, and therefore fince temple-work mtift he the beft in its kind, 
let me have the beft vrorkman that can be got. 2. With good fluff to work 
on, wr, 8. Cedar, and other timber in abundance, zrr. S, 9. for the houfe 
mutt be wonderful great, u e. very ftately and magnificent, no coll mult be 
fpared, nor any contrivance wanting in it. 

3. Here is Solomon's engagement to maintain the workmen, ver. 10. to 
give them fo muclnwheat and barley, lo much wine and oil; he did not 
feed his workmen with bread and water, but with plenty, and every thing of 
the beft. They thatemploy labourersought to lake care they be not only well 
paid, bul well provided for, with fuffieient of lhat which is wholefomeand 
fitting for them. Let the rich matters do for their poor workmen, as ihc-y 
would be done by if the tables were turned. 

II. Then Huram the king of Tyre anfwered in 
writing, which he lent to Solomon, Becaufe the 
LORD hath loved his people, he hath made thee 

king 



Clmp. TIL 



II. CHRONICLE S. 



Chap. III. 



king over {hem. \2. TTuram fa id moreover, ttlcilcd 
Jyc rhc LOJil) God of IfracI, that made heaven and 
earth, who lulh to David the king a wife Ton, 

endued wiiii ^mclonce and iniderilandin^, that might 
build a 1 ! houfe tor (he LORD, and an houfe for In* 
kingdom. VJ. And now I have lent a cunning man 
(endued with uiuferfranding) of Muram my fathers: 
)4% The Ion of a woman of the daughters of Dan, 
and his father iyas a man of Tyro, lkiiful to work in 
gold and in ill ver, in bra is, in iron, in ftonc, and hi 
timber, in purple, in blue, and in line linen, and in 
crimfon: alio to grave any manner of graving, and to 
find out- every device which ihaii be put to him, with 
thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my 
lord David thy father. 15. Now therefore the wheat 
and the barley, the oil, and the wine which my lord 
hath fpokrnof, let him fend unto his fervants: Id. 
And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as 
thou Ihalt need, and we will bring it to thee in floats, 
by fea to Joppa, and thou Ihalt carry it up to Jcrufalem. 
17. And Solomon numbered all the flrangers that 
zcere in the land of Ifrael, after the numbering where- 
with David his father had numbered them; and they 
were found an hundred and fifty thoufand and three 
thoufand and fix hundred. IS. And he fct thrcefcore 
and ten thoufand of them la he bearers of burdens, 
and lnuifcorc thoufand to he hewers in the mountain, 
and three thoufand and iix hundred overfeers to let 
the people a-ivork. 

Here i.< ifie return wluch Hurnm made to Solomon's embafly, in which 
he 111* »v:s n great refpifs f-*r Saloon. n, *ual a ruadinef- lo ferve him. Lclicr 
p/opleiray burn ol 'their threat ■ to he neighbourly ami cump!aifant. 

1. t-Jc Lotu;ralu hi U*s the happhtd* of Iftad, in having Iticli a king as 
£o!omo» was rrr. 1 J. Dreartfe the Lord loved his people f he has made thee 
king* Not;*. A wile and *;oim1 ^government i> a ijrt'al bl^Hin^ la any people, 
and may well he u«:t nuiitCtl a (insular ioKcn of Go-I'« favour. He doth not 
lay, fiteavjt' he viv,:dth*:j (I hough t«*a! iva- trne, l 2Sam.x\u 2t.) hewficJt 1 
thee kiug % hut hocautu he h*.rd piople ; pntM/ei iriuft look upon themirJves 
ns prcicrrod lor the puttie f!i not {nr ^heir own pcrfonal fati faction, 
aiui *bouIi! rnh- In ;is i*> i Ifiu e th'sy \* ei glvi n in love and not in ai^er. 

2. Hit blellMh Uodhii ra'.li;;;; «..p luvU a Uu <:dii*r to D.tvU, p*r. It 
fh"iiM fecnii Kurant was not on'y very wall alfcctril to ihejewifh nation, 
and well ph'afecl wtih ilwir prolperitv, hut lhat he was psofelyted lo the 
Jewiili religion, and vvorfhipped Jehovah the Hod of Ifrael (who v\as now 
known by lhat name lo the neighbouring nations) a* the Cod that made hen* 
Ten arid earth, and the fountain ol' power a.s well as being, for he lets up 
king*. Now the people of" ifrael kept dole to the law and worfliip of God, 
and fo prolervod Iheir honour, the neighbour-nations were as willing to be 
inftru£te<l by them in their true religion, as they had been in the days of 
their npufialy to be infected with the idolatries and fupcrftilions of their 
neighbours, , This made ihern high, that they lent to many nations and did 
not borrow, lent truth to them, and did not borrow error from them; as 
when they did contrary, it was their fharne. 

3. He fen t him a very ingenious curious workman, that would not fail 
toanfwer his expcftaliun* in every thing. One that had both Jewifh and 
Gentile blood meeting in him, for his mother was an Ifraunte, (Huram 
thought fhe was of the tribe of Dan, and therefore faith lo here, ver. l+. 
but it Teems fhe was of the tribe nt N'jphlali, I Kin»s cii. I-!.) but his 
father iva> a Tyrian : a good o.nen of uniting Jew unci Gentile m thegof- 
pel-temple, as it \\n.> Kkeuife that the budding of the fecoml temple t%a< 
greatly furthered by D::riu> (/:s--/ivL) who is luppoJed to be the Jon of 
JEithcr, an llrutdite hy tint mother's fide. 

4-. He engaged for the timber, 2$ much as lie would have creation for, 
and undertook to d< liver it nl Joppa; and withal hgnitied his dependance 
upon Solomon for the maintenance of the workmen, as he had promifed, 
rcr. 15, 16. This agreement wo had, 1 King* v. S, 9. 

2* The orders which Sulomon gave about the workmen. He would not 
. employ the free-born Ilraelhe* in the drudgery-work of the temple Wlell, 
not to much as to be rver!eer< <»f if, but in this he employed the flrangers 
that ware protected to:hcJewilli religion, who had not lands of inherit- 
ance in Canaan, a* the Ifraelitvs had, and therefore applied ihemfelves lo 
trades, and goi their living by their ingenuity and indtiilry : a vafl number 
of thede there was at this time, (rrr. 17.) who, if they were of any of 
the devoted nation*!, ii is p't*bub!e falling within the curfe, fell under the 
law of the Gibeonites, lo be hewer* of wood for rise congregation : If not, 
yet being in many cfifes well provided for by the laws ot Mofes, atid put 
upon an •wjual foot with the native Ifraelite«5, they were bound in gratitude 
to do what they could for the fervicc of the temple ; vet, no doubt, they 
were well paid, in money or money's worth; the law was, Thau Jhalt not 
opprejs a jimngcr* The dilfribution of them we have here, r«\ 2. and 
again, wr, IS. One hundred and fifty thoufand in all. Canaan was a fruit- 
ful land that found meat for fo many mouth*? more than the numerous na- 
tives; and the temple a vaff building that found vvojk for fo many hands. 
But Air, Fuller thinks, that religious criticifm, peculiar to this ftruftu re, of 
framing all beforehand, muft needs jncreafe the work; I think, it rather 
left fo much the more room for this vaft multitude of hands to be employed 
it] it : for in (he fbreft of Lebanon they might all beat work together with- 
<>ut crowding one another, which they could not Have been upon mount 
Stoti. And if. there had not been fuch vaft numbers employed, fo large 
and curious a fabric, which was begun and ended in (even yearSj might, 
for ought I know, have been as long in building as St. Paul's. 1 
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was a much larger and more particular account of the building 

of the temple -which we had in the book oj Kings, than is here in 

this hook <J' Chronicles. In this chapter xve have,- ( I .) The place 

mid time oj * building the taw pie, vcr. 1,2. (2 ) Thedimcnjionsand 

rich ornaments of it, rer.-3< — 9. ( 3. ) The cherubims in the moft 

holy place, ver. 10— 13. (4.) The vuil, ver.14. (S.) The two 
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pi liars, vcr. 15 — 17. 
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i l.'TpIiEN Solomon brgan to build the houfe of 
' i the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, 
where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in 
j the place that David had prepared in the th re filing- floor 
of Oman the Jebufite. 2. And he began to build in the 
fecone! day of the fecond month, in the fourth year of 
his reign. 3, % Now thefe are the things wherein Solomon 
was inttrudted for the building of the houfe of God. The 
length by cubits after the firit meafure teas thrcefcore 
cubits,- and the breadth twenty cubits. 4- And the porch 
tli at zvas in the front of the houfe, the length of it was 
according to the breadth of the houfe twenty cubits, 
and the height teas an lu/ndred and twenty: and he 
overlaid it with pure gold. 5. And the greater houfe he 
cieled with hr-irre, which he overlaid with fine gold, 
and let thereon palm-trees and chains. (J. And he gar- 
nifhed the houfe with precious (tones for beauty: and 
tlicgoJd zvas gold of Parvaim. 7. Me overlaid alfo the 
houfe, the beams, the pofts, ami the walls thereof, and 
the doo's thereof with gold, and graved cherubims on 
the walls. 8. And he made the moft holy houfe, the 
length whereof teas according to the breadth of the 
houfe, twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty 
cubits: and he overlaid it with line gold amounting to 
fix hundred talents. 9. And the weight of the nails 
was Gl'iy (hvkek of goJd: and he overlaid the upper 
chamber with gold. 

Here fs» 1 . The place whero temple was built. Solomon was neither 
at libvrt)' lo t lioofe, noi at a lots lo fix ilioplaerj ii was hefortt determine^ 
1 Citron. x\ii. I. vvhuh an eale lo ins mitul. (I.) It ruuftbc ai Jerafu- 
Ieri) > for that was the place where God liad chofen t<* p it Fits name there: 
ihe royal cily mufl be (he holy city; there muli be tejhmontfof Ifrael* for 
here are Jet the thrones of Judgment f Pful. exxii* + p J. (ii J It tnuf} *>ein 
mount Aloriah, which fotne think k%b< ihnl very pluc*i- in < >• and of Mo- 
riah, ivhere Abraham oHl-h-i! lf.me, Gen. sc\n. 2. St) I 1 - l ar/um faiih 
exprefsfy, adWii:^, But he dtnrercd hy the ?vord nf the Ln*& % ami a mm 
provided in his fjlure. Thru wn< f ypicaJ ot Cu.k's jiTifue nf him/ch'; 
thmelorc fi;ly iv.Ktlu: lempN^ then«biult v which i\\x> li^ifiviN- n typeof him. 
(3.) It mult be where the Lord appeared to David* auu uitfxernl him by jire, 
I C/ir«/i. xxt. 18 — <2G. There aioueincnt wns Mi.irle once, ;»!.«. 'hurelore in 
remembrance of that, tlicre atonemt?nt molt it il be made. 'I'.ier** where 
God has met with me, it is to be hoped he will be ftdl. ( V.} It muff be in 
the place that David had prepared, not only winch he had purchalctl with 
his money, but winch i:c had pitched upon by ciivne direction, It was 
Solomon's witdom nut :o impure out a more convenient place, "bur acquis 
el'ce in the appointment o|' God, whatever mi^ht be objeAted apainft it, 
(5.) It mud be in the thrcihing-floor of Oman, which, ii (as a Jebu/ite) it 
gives encouragement to the Gentiles, yet il obJigelh us to look upon 
temple wurk, as that which requires the labour of the mind, no lefs than 
threlhinjr work doth that ol the body* 

1 • The time when it was begun; not till the foutih year of Solomon'* 
reign, vcr. f 2. not that the three fir rt years were trilled nwjy % or fpent in 
deliberating whether ihcy lhoulci builti the temple or no, but I hey were 
employed in the nrcuVarv preparation^ lor n> wherein three years would 
be toon ^one, confident^ how many hands were to be jjol together and let 
to work. Some conjeriuro that iliis \ i-ar vva*; a lahbattcal year, or year of 
refeafeami re(t to the lane J, when the people being rllfcJm'rgecl from tlieir 
hufbandry, might more eafily lend a hand to the beginning of this work, 
and then the year it was linilhed would fail out to he another fabbatical 
year, when they woulo likuw.fe have ieilure to attend the folemnity of 

the dedication of it. 

a. The dimenlions of it, in which Solomon was infiru&ed, (vcr. 3.) as 
he was in other things h\ his lather. This iinstht foundation (fo it may be 
read (zefiich Solomon laid for the building of the hotfc: This was the rule he 
went by, fo many cubits :he ler.^th and brvadth alter fhe (Sift meafure, z m e 4 
according to the meafure \\wl v\as fit It Jised, which there was no rcalbn to 
make any alteration of wiien ihu work came to be done; for the dimenlton* 
were given bv divine wifdouj, and uhat God doth itjhuii be forever; nothing 
can be put to it or taken from it* Eccl. in. Ik , His Uifz meafure will be 
the lair. 

4. The ornaments of I he temple wherewith it garniflied; The tim- 
ber work was very line, and yet within it was overlaid utth pure gold t vcr. 4 # 
with fine gold, ver, 5. and that embolled with palm trees and chain*. It was 
gold of Parvaim, ver. 6. the belt gold. The beams and polls, the watts 
and doors were overlaid with gold x ver. 7. The moft holy place, which was 
ten yards fcjuare, was all overlaid with fine gold, ver. S. even the upper 
cha?nbers 9 or rather the upper jlonr or roof; top and bottom and fides were 
all overlaid with jrold. livery nail, or fcrew, or pin, with which thegol- 
den plates were fattened to the walls that were overlaid with them, weighed 
fifty ihekels, or were worth fo much, workmanftiip and all, A great many 
precious ftones were dedicated to God, I Chran* xxix. 2, 8. and thefe were 
let here and there, where they would ftiew to the bcti advantage. The 
fineft houfes now pretend to no belter garnifhing than good paint on the 
roof and walk, but the ornaments of the temple were more fubftanlially 
rich ; it was fet with previous fitmes, becaufe it was a type of the new Jeru- 
falem, which has therefore no temple in it, becaufe it is all temple, and 
the w^lls, gates and foundations of which are faid to be of precious fioncs 
and pearls, Rev. xxi. IS, li), 21. 

10. And in the moft holy houfe he made two che- 
rubims of image-work, and overlaid them with gold* 
li* % And the wings of the cherubims were twenty cu- 
bits long, one wing of the one cherub zvas five cubits, 
reacl^.ig to the wall ot' the houfe: and the other wing 
was likezcife five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other 
cherub. And one wing of the other cherub zvas 
live cubits, reaching to the wall of the houfe: and the 
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other wins was five cubits alfo, joining to the wing of the 
other cherub. IS.The wings of thefe cherubims fpread 
themlelves fortli twenty cubits : and thcyliood on their 
feet, and their laces were inward. 14% % And he made 
the vail of blue, and purple, and crimfon, and hue linen, 
and wrought cherubims thereon. 15. Alfo he made be- 
fore the houfe two pillars of thirty and five cubits high, 
and the chapiter that was on the top of each of them 
was live cubits. 16. And he made chains as in the 
oracle, and put them on the heads of the pillar s, and 
made an hundred pomegranates, and put them on the 
chains. 17. And he reared up the pillars before the 
temple, one on the right hand, and the other on the 
left; and called the name of that on the right hand, 
Jachin, and the name of that on the left, Boaz. 

Here is, I. An account of the two cherubims, which were fet up in the 
holy of* holies. There were two already overlheaik, which covered the mer- 
cy-feat with their wings, thole were ImaU ones. Now llie mod holy place 
was enlarged, though thofe were continued, being appurtenances or the 
ark, which was not 10 be made new, as all other utenfiis ot the tabernacle 
were, yet thole two large ones were added dpuhtlcfj by divine appointment, 
to fill up the holv place; which nthcrwife would look bare, like a room 
unfumiihud. Thefc cherubims are faid to be of image work, ver. 10. de- 
fence), it is likely, to represent the angels-, who attend the divine Majefty. 
Each wing extended five cubits, fo that the whole was twenty cubits, ver. 
12, 13. which was jo ft the breadth ol the molt holy place, ver. 3. They 
Hood on their feei as f'ervants, their faces inwards towards the ark, ver. 13. 
that it might appear ihcy were not fet there to be adored, for then they 
would have been fitting as on a throne, and their faces towards their wor- 
ihippers, but rather as themfelves attendants on the vifible God. We mult 
not worlliip angels, but we mufi worfliip with angels, for we are come into 
communion wiih them. //e/».sii. 22. and mufl do the will of God as the 

angels do 
approach 

cover their laces. uompa._. _ 

2. The vail that parted between the temple and the molt holy place, 
vcr. 14. This noted the darknefs of that difpenfation, and the diftance 
which the wor (nippers were kept at; but at the death of Chnft this vail was 
rent, for through him we are made nigh, and have boldnefs not only to look, 
but to enter into the holieft. On this he wrought cherubims, 1 1 eh. Uc 
cuv fed them to ajcend, i. e. they were made in raifed work, embofled. Or, 
be made them on the wing in an amending poflurej as the other two that 
flood on their feet in an attending pofiure, to mind the worllnppers to lift 
up their hearts, and to four upwards in their devotions. 

3. The two pillars which were fet up before the temple. Both together 
were fomew hat above thirty- live cubits in length, vcr. 15. about eighteen 
cubits high a.piece, I Kings vii. 15, ft-c. we there took a view of thole 
pillars, Jachin and Boasj, eftablifhment and ftrength in temple work and 
by it. 



ion with them. J/eb.x\\. 22. and mufl do the win or bou as tne 
> it. This will help to poflisfs us with reverence of God in all our 
ips to him, that we are worfliipping him before whom the angels 
sir faces. Compare, 1 Cor. xi. 10. with Jfa. vi. '2. 
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:e here a farther account of the furniture of God s houfe, 
Thole tllinss that were of b rajs. The altar J or burnt- 

The lea and Invert to hold wafer, ver. 2 " 
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8. The altar of iitcenfe, ver. 1 9 , and the appurtenances oj each 
of theft, vcr. lib — '22.' All theft, except the brajen altar, ver. 1. 
were 'accounted more largely, I Kings vii. '^3, fife. 

I. Tt /TOreover, he made an altar of brafs, twenty cu- 
IVI bite the length thereof, and twenty cubits the 
breadth thereof, anil ten cubits the height thereof. ^\ M. 
Alfo he made a molten lea of ten cubits from brim to 
brim, round in compais, and live cubits the height 
thereof, and a line of thirty cubits did compafs it round 
about. 3. And under it zcas the fimihtude ot oxen, 
which did compafs it round about: ten in a cubit 
comparing the lea round about. Two rows of oxen 
were calf, when it was cult. -K It ftood upon twelve 
oxen, three looking toward the north, and three look- 
ing toward the weft, and three looking toward the 
fouth, and three looking towards the eaft: and the 
feu was Jet above upon ihem, and all their hinder 
pans were inward. 5. And the thicknefs of it was an 
hand-breadth, and the brim of it like the work 
of the brim of a cup, with liowers of lilies: and it re- 
ceived and hold three thoufand baths. 6.«T He made alfo 
ten lavers, and put live on the right hand, and five on 
the left, to waih in them : inch things as they offered for 
the burnt-offering, they walhed in them; but theieatww 
for the priefts to waih in. 7. And he made ten candle- 
fticks of gold according to their form, and fet them in 
the temple, five on the right hand, and live on the left. 
8. He made alio ten tables, and placed them in the tem- 
ple, live on the right fide, and five on the left; and he 
made an hundred bafons of gold. 9. f Furthermore, he 
made the court of the priclts, and the great court, and 
doors for the court, and overlaid the doors of them with 
brafs. 10. And he fet the fea on the right fide of the 
eaft end, over again ft the fouth. 

David often fpealcs with much afTcclion, both of the houfe of the Lord, 
and of -courts of our God: both without doors and within, there was 



elves to him forlhe purifying of their coolciences, thai they m:\yfervethe 
iving God, Heb. ix. 14. * (2.) Our great gofpel duty, which is to cleanfe 



lhat which typified the grace of the gufpe', Jtiadotied out good thug* 
to come, of which the tub fiance t> Otrift. 

1. There were thofe things, rti Uil- open court ir. the view of all the people 
wh Mi were very fi<;n fivunt. 

(1.) There was the lin if at ulUir, ver. I. The making of this was n«jt 

mentioned in the Kings. On tlm all the faoifices were ottered, and it lane- 
lified the gift. This ahar was fmir time-* as large as thai which Mofes 
made in the taberna*l</ ; tlr.it was live cubti< I quarts, Ibis was twenty cubits 
fquarc. Nowlfrael was become both more numerous and more rich, and 
it was to be hoped more devout, (for every age fliould aim to be wifer and 
better than lhat which went before ii?) it was expefted that there would be 
greater plenty of offerings brought ro God's altar than had been'; it is 
therefore made fuch a capacious fcatfblcl that it might hold them all, and 
none might excufe themfelves from bringing ihofc leiHmtmies of their devo- 
tion, with this, that there was not room to reecive them. God had greatly 
enlarged their borders, it was therefore fn they ftiould enlarge his altars. 
Our returns fliould bear lome proportions to our receivings. It was ten cu- 
bits high, fo that the people who worfiiipped in the courts, might fee the 
facrifices burnt, and their eve might alfeft their hearts with sorrow for sin : 
It is of the Lord's mercies lhat 1 ant not thus contained, and that this is 
accepted as an expiation of my guilt. They might thus be led to confider 
the great facrifice which fliould be offered in the fulnefs of time, to take 
away lin and abolilh death, which the Wood of bwMs and goats could not 
poffibly do. And with the fmoke ol the lacriliceit. their hearts might at- 
cend to heaven in holy deli res towards God and his favour. In all our devo- 
tions we rauft keep the eye ot faith fixed upon Chriil the great propitiation. 
How they went up to this altar, and carried the facrifices up to it, we are 
not told;'fome think, by a plain afcenl like a In'li : If by liupt donbllefs 
they were fo contrived, as that the end of that law might be anfwered, 
Exod. xx. 26. Thut thy nakednefs be not dif covered. 

(2.) There was the molten fea. A wry large brafs pan, in which they 
put water for the priefts to waih in, rcr. X — _G. il was put juli at the en- 
trance into the court of the priefls, like the font at the church door. If it 
were filled to the brim it would hold three thoufand baths, as here, ver. 5- 
but ordinarily there were but two thoufand in it, 1 Kin^s vii. 20. The 
holy Ghoft by this fxgnilied, (1.) Our ^reat gofp el privilege, that the blood 
of Chrij} cleanfeth from all fin, I John i, 7. To us there is a fauttudn opened 
for all believers, who are fpiritual priefts, liev.i. 5, fi. nay, fur all the in- 
habitant* of Jerufalem to zcujh in, Iron) lin which is uncleannc/s. There 
is a fulnefs of merit in Jvl'us Chrift, for all ihoie that by faith apply tliera- 
fel ' ' 

a 

our (elves by true repentance from all the pollutions of the ficfh, and the 
corruption lhat is in the world. Our hearts mull be fanftilied or we can- . 
not fanclify the name of God. They lhat draw nigh to God mufi cleanfe 
their hands', anci purify theic hearts, James iv. 8. if I zoajh thee not, thou, 
haft no part with vie, and he lhat is najhed ftili needs to zvajli his feet, to 
renew his repentance whenever he goes in to minijltr, John xiit. JO. 

(3.) There were ten lavers of brafs, in which they zvajhtd fuch things as 
they offered for the burnt-offerings, ver. b". As the priefts mult be walhed, fo 
mult the facrifices: We mufi nol only purify ourfelves in preparation for ' 
our religious performances, but carefully put away all thofe vain thoughts 
and corrupt aims, which cleave to our performances themfclves and pol- 
lute them. 

(4.) The doors of the court were overlaid with brafs, ver. 9. both foe 
flrength and beauty, lhat they might not be rotted with the weather, to 
which they were expofed. Gates of brafi wc read of, Pfalm cvii. 16. 

2. There were thofe things in the houfe of the Lord, into which the priefls 
only went in to minifier, that were very lignificant. All wa* of gold 
there? the nearer we come to God, the purer we mull be, the puree 

fiiali be. t 

I. There were ten golden candleflicks, according to the form of that 
one which was in the tabernacle, ver. 7. Tiie written word is a lamp and 
a light, finning in a dark place. In IVlofes's time they had but one can- 
dlcitk-k, the Pentateuch, but the additions which in procefs of time were 
to be added of other books of fcripture, might be iignified by this increafe 
of the number of the candlefticks. Light ivas growing. The candle ft icks 
are the churches, Rev. i. 20. Mofes let up but one, the church of the 
Jews; but in the gofpel temple, not only believers but churches are 
multiplied. 

•2. There were ten golden tables, ver. 8. Tables whereon the Jhew-b read 
zvaijet, ver. 19. Perhaps every one of the tables had twelve loaves of 
(hew -bread on it; as the houfe was enlarged, the houfe keeping was; In 
my Father's houfe there is bread enough for the whole family. To thofe tables 
belonged an hundred golden bafons or diflies ; for God'* table is well 
(urniihed. 

There was a golden attar, ver. 19. on which they burnt incenfe. It 
is hkely, this was enlarged in proportion to the brafcn altar. Chrift, that 
once lor all made an atonement for fin, ever lives making inlerCetlion in 
the virtue of that atonement. 

1 1. And Huram made the pats, and the /hovels, and 
the bafons, and Huram finiihed the work that he was 
to make tor king Solomon for the houfe of God ; 12. 
To zvt't, the two pillars, and the pommels, and the cha- 
piters zvhich xvere on the top of the two pillars, and 
the two wreaths to cover the two pommels ot" the cha- 
piters which were on the top of the pillars: 13. And 
four hundred pomegranates on the two wreaths; two 
rows of pomegranates on each wreath, to cover the two 
pommels of the chapiters, which zaere upon the pillars. 
14. He made alfo bafes; and lavers made he upon the 
bafes; 15. One fea, and twelve oxen undent: 16". 
The pots alfo and the (hovels, and the fle/h-hooks, and 
all their inftruments, did Huram his father make to king 
Solomon for the houfe of the LORD, of bright brafs. 
17. in the plain of Jordan did the king can: them, in 
the clay ground, between Succoth and Zeredatha. 1 8, 
Thus Solomon made all thefe vefleJs in great abun- 
dance: for the weight of the brafs could not be found 
out. 15. And Solomon made all the .veffels that 
zaere for the houfe of God, the golden altar alfo, and 
the tables whereon the (hevv-bread was fet HO. More- 
over, the candleflicks with their. lamps, that they fliould 
burn after the manner, before the oracle, or* pure gold; 
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2 1.. And the flowers, and ihe lamps, and the tongs made 
he of gold, and that perfect ^old. C 2 C Z. And the (millers, 
and tho batons, and the: fpoons, and the confers, of 
pure gold, and the ehi.'y of iJie houfe, the inner doors 
thereof for the mod holy place, and the doors of the 
Jioufe of the temple, icere of gold. 

We have here fuch a fummary, both of Ihe brafs work and of the gold 
work of (he (cm pie, a-; we had before, I Kings vii. 13. Sfc. in which we 
have nothing: more to oblWve here, bu», (l.)That Huram the workman 
was very punctual, lie fuuihvil all that he teas to make, ver. 1 1 . and left no 
part of bis work undone. /Jurum his Jalher he is called, ver. 16. Proba- 
bly, it was a fort of a nick-name by which he was commonly known, 
Father Huram ; for the kin-; of Tyre called him ffwrtitn Abi, My father; 
in compliance with whom Solomon called him his ; he being a great arlift, 
and father of the artificers in brafs and iron. He acquitted himfelf very well 
both for ingenuity and intlurtrv. (2.) Solomon was very generous. He 
mafic all the vefteli in great abundance, ver. IS. many of a fort, that many 
bands might be employed, and fo.lhe work might go on with expedition ; 
or that fome might be laid up for ufe when others were worn out. Freely 
be has receiver!, and he will freely give; when he had made veflels now 
for the prefent, he would not convert the remainder of the brafs to his own 
■ufe - it is devoted lo God, and it (hall be ufed for him. 

C H A P. V. 

The temple being built and furni/hed for God, we have here, (I.) Pof- 
felfion fi iven to him, by bringing in the dedicated things, ver. 1. but 
efpccially the ark, t fie token of his prefence, ver. 2 — 10. ('2.) Pof- 
jeffion taken by him, in a cloud, ver. I 1 — 14. For if any man open 
the door of his heart to God, he zcill come in, Rev. iii. 20. 

I.nPHUS all the work that Solomon made for the 
A houfe of tiic LORD, was tinifhed : and Solo- 
mon brought in all the things, that David his father 
had dedieaicd; and the fiJver, and the gold, and all the 
inttruments put he among the treafures of the houfe of 
Cod. 2. Then Solomon aflembled the elders of 
Jfraclj and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the 
fathers of the children of Ifrael unto Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD, out of the 
citv of David, which is Zion. 3. Wherefore alL the 
men ot Ifrael aliembled themfelves unto the king in the 
feaft, which zvas in the fevcntli month. 4. And all 
the elders of Jfrael came, and the Levites took up the 
ark. 5. And they brought up the ark, and the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and ali the holy veflels that 
toere in the tabernacle, thefe did the priefts, and the 
I-evites bring up. G. Alto king Solomon and all the 
congregation of Ifracl that were ailembled unto him be- 
fore the ark facriliced /heepand oxen, which could not 
he told nor numbered for multitude. 7. And the priefts 
brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD unto 
displace, to the oracle of the houfe into the mod holy 
place, even under the wings of the chcrubims. 8. For 
the chcrubims fpread forth their wings over the place of 
the ark, and tiie chcrubims covered the ark and the 
jftaves thereof above. 9. And they drew out the fiaves 
of the ark, that the ends of the ifaves were feen from 
the ark before the oracle, but they were not feen with- 
out. And there it is unto this day. 10. There was 
nothing in the ark fave the two tables which Moles put 
therein at Morcb, when the LORD made a covenant^ 
with the children of ifrael, when they came out of 
Egypt. 

This agrees with what we had I Kings viii. 2, frr. where an account was 
given of the folemn inuoHui'tng of the ark into the new-erecled temple. 

1. Thore needed no great folemnily for the bringing in of the dedicated 
things, ver. 1 . They added to the wealth, and perhaps were fodifpofed as 
to add to the beauty of it, hut they could not add to the tiolinefs ; for it was 
the ten: pie that fanflijklh the %n!d. Matt xxiii. 17. See how juft Solomon 
was both to God and to his father; whatever David had dedicated to God, 
though he had never fo much mind lo it himlelf, he would by no means 
alienate it, but put it among the treafures of ihe temple. Thofe children 
that would inherit their godly parents blclTings, muft religioufly purfue their 
pious intentions and not defeat them. When Solomon had made ali the 
veflels of the ten) pie in abundance, chap. iv. IS. there was a great deal of 
the materials left, which he would not convert to any other ufe, but laid it 
up in the treafury for a time of need. Dedicated things muft not be alien- 
ated. It is a facrilege to do it. 

2. But it was fit the ark fhould be brought in with great folemnity, and 
fo it was. All the other veflels were made new, and bigger in proportion to 
the houfe than they had been in the tabernacle; but the ark with the mercy- 
feat and the cherubim* were the fame; for the prefence and grace of God is 
the fame in little all'emblies that it is in large ones, in the poor condition of 
the church, that it »s in its profperous eftale; wherever two or three are ga- 
thered in Chris's name, there is he as truly prefent with them, as if there 
were two or three thou fund. The ark was brought in attended by a great 
atfembly of the elders ol Ifrael, who came to grace the folemnily, and a very 
fumpluous appearance, no doubt, they made, ver- 2, 3, 4* It was carried 
by the priefts ver 7. brought into the molt holy place, and put under the 
wings of the great chcrubims which Solomon had fet up there, ver. 7, 8. 
There they are unto this day ; not the day when this book was written after 
the captivity, but when that was written out of which this ftory was tran- 
fcribed. Or, they were there, (fo it might better be read) unto this day, 
the day of Jerufalem's deflations that fatal day, Pfal. exxxvii. 7. The 
ark was a type of Chrift, and as fuch a token of the prefence of God ; that 
gracious promifc, Lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world, 
doth in efTecl bring the ark inloour religious aflemblies, if we by faith and 




prayer put that pn»m:fe in fuif, arid this we fiiould be mo ft folicitou* an J 
earned h>r, L>rd, If thy prefence %o not up with us, where I ore ihou'd we go 
up? The temple ilf'cir, if Chrilf leave i!, is a do folate place, Matt. 
xx'ii. 

:>, With the »irk Ihey brought up the tabernacle, and all the ho'y vcffels 
that mere in the iuburau-lc, ver..;. They were not alienated, becaufc they 
had been dedicated lu Gud; not altered or melted down lor the new work, 
becaufc there was no need nf them ; but they were carefully laid up as mo- 
numents of antiquity, and as many of the veflels as were fit for ufe, it is 
likely, were frill ufed. 

4. This was done with great joy. They kept a holy foaft upon the occa- 
tion, ver. 3. and fucrificcdjheep and oxen, without number , ver. 6. Note, 1; 
The eftablifhment of the public worlhip of God, according to his infiitution, 
and with the tokens of his prefence, is and ought lo be matter of great joy 
to any people. 2. When Chrift is formed in a foul, the law written in the 
heart, Ihe ark of the covenant fettled there, fo that it becomes the temple of 
the Holy GhofT, there is true fjtis fact ion in thai foul. 3. Whatever we 
have the comfort of, we muft by the facrifices of praifegive God the glory 
of, and nolbeftraitened therein; for with fuch facrificeSjGod is well pleafed. 
If God favour us with his prefence, we muft honour him with our ferviccs 
the beft we have, 

1 1 . And it came to pafs when the priefts were 
come out of the holy place (for all the prielts that were 
prefent were fanctified, and did not then wait by courfe. 

12. Alfothe Levites which were the lingers, all of them 
of Afaph, of Hem an, of Jeduthun, with their fons, and 
their brethren ; being arrayed in white linen, havin; 
cymbals, and pfaltcries, and harps, flood at the eatr. en 
of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty 
priefts, founding with trumpets.) 13. It came even to 
pafs as the trumpeters and fingers were as one, to make 
one found to be heard in praifing and thanking the 
LORD; and when they lift up their voice with, the 
trumpets and cymbals, and inftruments of mulic, and 
praifed the LORD, faying, For he is good, for his 
mercy endurelh for ever: that then the houfe was filled 
with a cloud, even the houfe of the LORD; 14. So 
that the priefts could not Hand to minifter by reafon of 
the cloud : for the glory of the LORD had filled the 
houfe of God. 

Solomon and the elders of Ifrael had done what they could to grace the 
folemnity of the introduction of the ark ; but God, by teftifyinghis accept- 
ance of what they did, put the greateft honour upon it. The cloud of glory 
that filled the houfe, beautified it more than all the gold with which it was 
over-laid, or the precious ftones with which it was garnilhed, and yet that 
was no glory in com pari fon with the glory of the gofpel-difpenlation, 2 Cor 9 
iii, S, 9, 10. Obferve, 

1 . How God took pofleflion of the temple ; he Jilted it with a cloud, ver. 

13, (I.) That he lignified his acceptance of this temple lo be the fame to 
him that the tabernacle of Moles was, and allured them, that he would be 
the fame in it; for it was by a cloud that he made his public entry into 
that, Exod. xl. 34. (2.J Thus he confidered the weaknefs and infirmity of 
thofe to whom he manifefled bimfolf, who could not bear the dazzling luftre 
of the divine light, it would have over-powered them, he therefore fpreadsa 
cloud upon it, Job stxvi. 9. Chrift revealed things to his difciples as they 
were able lo bear thetn, and in parables, which wrapped up divine things 
as in a cloud. (3.) Thus he would a fleet all that worlhipped in his courts 
with holy reverence anil fear. Chrift's difciples were afraid when ihey en- 
tered into a cloud, Luke is. 34. (•!•.) Thus he would intimate thedarknefs 
of that difpenfatiun, by realon of which they could not ftcdfaftly look to the 
end of thofe things that arc now abolilhcd, 2 Cor. iii. 13, 

2. When he look puflelfion ol it. (I.) When the priefts tcere come out of 
the holy place, ver. 1 1 . Tin's is the way of giving poflelHon : All muft come 
out that the rightful owner may cume in. Would we have God dwell in 
our hearts, we mull leave room for him ; let every thing elfe give way. 
We are here told, that upon this occafton the whole family of the priefts 
attended, and not any one particular courfe ; all the priefts that were prefent 
vierv fanclijied, ver. I I. becaule there was work, enough for them all, -when 
fuch a multitude of facrifices were to be offered, and becaufc it was fit they 
ihould all be cye-witneftesof this folemnily, and receive the impreftions of 
it. (2.) When the fingers and mulicians praifed God, then the houfe was 
filled with a cloud. This is very obfervable j it was not when they offered 
lacritices, but when they Jang the praifes of God, that God gave them Ibis 
token of his favour ; for the facrifice of praile pleaj'eth the Lord better than 
that of an ox or bullock, Pfahn Ixix. 31. All the fingers and muficians wer« 
employed, thofe of each of the three families ; and to complete the concert 
one hundred and twenty priefts with their trumpets joined with them, all 
(landing at the eaft-end of the altar, on that fide of the court which lay 
ou tin oft towards the people, ver. 12. And when this part of the fervice 
began, ihe glory of God appeared. Obferve, l.It was when they were 
unanimous, when they were as one, to make one found. The Holy Ghoft 
defcended on theapoftles when they met with one accord, A&s ii. 1. Where 
unity is, the Lord commands the blefling. 2. It was when they were 
Jively and hearty, and lift up their voice to praife the Lord; Then we ferve 
God acceptably, when we are fervent in fpirit, fervinghim. 3. It was 
when they were in their praifes celebrating the everlafting mercy and good- 
nefs of God. As there is no one faying more often repeated in fcripture 
than this, his mercy endureth for ever; (it is twenty-fix times in one pfalm, 
CPfal. exxxvi.) and often elfewhere) fo there is none more fignally owned 
from heaven, for it was not the exprelfion of fome rapturous flights that the 
priefts were finging, when the glory of God appeared, but this plain fong t 
he is good, and his mercy endureth for ever. Which ftioutd make us in love 
with thofe words. God's goodnels is his glory, and he is pleafed when we 
give him the glory of it. 

3. What was the efTecl of it ? The priefts themfelves could not ftand to mi- 
nifter by reafon of the cloud, ver. 14. which, as it was an evidence that the 
law made men priefts that had infirmity, fo (as Bilhop Patrick obferves) it 
was a plain intimation that the Levitical priefthood fliould ceafe, and ftand 
no longer to minifter, when the Mefliah fliould come, in whom thefulnefs 
of the Godhead fhould dwelt bodily. In him the glory of God dwelt among us, 
but covered with a cloud: the Word was made flelh,and when he comes t*o 
hi* temple, like a refiner's fire, who may abide the day of his coming ? and 

who/halt jlond when he oppearcth? Mai, iii 1, 2. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 

7~fiG efarv rf ft:,' /.'•:-,/, hi th,' vehicle of a thick cloud, having filled 
///f Arw/f' wlvch Snfafl' <n /»///'/. h/whieh (rod mam felted his pre- 
fence thcrc.iir pr,n-ii/(i( tat/A held on the opportunity ,aiidaddrejjcth 
hhufelf to (rod., as a (toa taw in a peculiar manner nigh at hand. 
( \.)J/e makes a foleinn declaration of his intent and meaning in 
the building this houfe, to the fat is fact ion of the people, and lh' 
honour of Gcd, both which he hlcflcd, ver. i — I I. (2.) He makes 
a fvlcmn prai/rr to God. that he would pleaje graciou/h/ to accept 
and anfwerall the prayers thai Jhould be wade in or towards that 
A/w/<Vtct. I -l — VZ. Th is whole rha pier we had beforcxeith t en/ 
I it tie va riation, I Kings viii. 12 — 53. to wh icfi it ?n a i/ not be u m ifs 
here to look hack. 

I.T^I-IEN faid Solomon, The LORD hath fa id 
J. that he would dwell in the thick darknefs. 2. 
But I have built an houfe of habitation for thee, and a 
place for thy dwelling for ever. 3. And the king turned 
his face, and blcifed the whole congregation or* Il'raei 
(and all the congregation of Ifrael ftood.) 4. And he 
faid, Blcfled be t\\e L/JRD God of Ifrael, who hath with 
his hands fulfilled that which he fpake with his mouth 
to my father David, faying, 5. Since the day that I 
brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt, J 
chofe no city among all the tribes or" Ifrael to build an 
houfe in, that my name might be there, neither chofe 
I any man to be a ruler over my people Ifrael : 6\ But 
I have chofen Jerufalem, that my name might be there, 
and have chofen David to be over mypeople Ifrael. 7. 
Now it was in the heart of David my father to build an 
houfe, for the name of the LORD God of Ifrael. S. 
But the LORD faid to David my father, Forafmuch 
as it was in thine heart to build an houfe for my name, 
thou didft well in that it was in thine heart, 9. Not- 
withstanding, thou Ihalt not build the houfe, but thy 
fon which fhall come forth out of thy loins, he /hall 
build the houfe for my name. 10. The LORD there- 
fore hath performed his word that he hath fpoken : for 
I am rif'en up in the room of David my father, and am 
fct on the throne of Ifrael, as the LORD promifed, 
and have buift the houfe for the name of the LORD 
God of Ifrael. 1 1. And in it I have put the ark, wherein 
?> the covenant of the LORD, that he made with the 
children of Ifrael. 

Il is of fireat confluence in all our religious anions Ihnt we defign well, 
and that our eve ha finale. Jf* Solomon had built this temple in the pride 
of his heart, a< /\hafiuTU« made hU feaft, only tojhcxethe riches of lushing- 
dom, and the honour of his majefly, it would not have turned at all to his ac- 
count. Uut he here declares upon what inmicementshe undertook it, and 
lheyarefuch as not only jultify, but magnify the undertaking. 

1. He did il for (he glory and honour of God ; this was his highefi and 
ultimate end in it. It uas fur the name of the Lord Cod of Ij) ad, ver. JO. to 
be a havfe of habitation fvr him, ver. 2. He has indeed, as to us, make dark- 
nefs liiipu'/ill/an>ver. I. but let this houfe be the rutidence of that darknefs j 
tor it is in the upper world that he dwells in light, fuch as no eye can ap- 
proach, i r i 

•2. He did it in compliance with the choice God had been plea fed to 
nidfee of Jerufalem, lo be the city in which he would record his name, ver. 
c.\ / haze Jinfcn Jerufalem. A great many ftately buildings I In -re were in 
Jerutatem Uw ilw kinjs, hi* princes and the »o\al family: If Clod clioote 
thai place, if is fit then: be a building for him, which may excel all the reft. 
Were men inu.s honoured there ; let God he thus honoured. 

X. He did it in purfiiance .>i his fatW.->n«»u ! intentions, which he never 
had an opport unity to put in execniion. It in the heart of David, my 
father lo outld a huufejor Had; the piojict wa.-. h..«, be it known to his ho- 
nour, z-cr. 7. and 6'od approved ol it, "though he permitted him not to put 
it in execution, ver. S. 'Ihou didjl xiell that nun, in thine hearty Tern pie - 
work is often thus {tone, one low* and anoliier reaps, Johniv. 117,38, One 
age begins that which the next bring-; to pet tectum j and let nut the wifeft 
of men think it any difporagenienl i<i them lo purfue (he good defigns which 
thofe that went before diem have laid, and to build upon their foundation. 
Every gtsod piece is not an original. 

■t. He did it in performance of the wonl which God had fpoken. God 
had laid, TlwfnnfnuU build the houfe for my name, and now I have done it, 
zer.V, 10* The fervice was jppoinled Imn, and the honour of it ileligned 
him by the divine promile; fo that he did not do il of his own head, but 
was called of Gnd to it. He that appoints the work, it is lit he Arnold have 
tt.e appointing of the workmen j and ihole may go ouiti their work with 
great fulis faction, v. ho fee their call to it clear. 

12. q[ And he ftood before the altar of the LORD, 
in the prefenccof all the congregation of Ifrael, and , 
fpread forth his hands; 13. (For Solomon had made 
a brafen Icaflbld, of five cubits long, and five cubits 
broad, and three cubits high, and had fet it in the midft 
of the court, and upon it he flood, and kneeled down 
upon his knees be tore all the congregation of Ifrael, 
and fpread forth his hands toward heaven.) 14-. And 
faid, O LORD God of Ifrael, there is no God like thee 
in the heaven, nor in the earth ; which keepest cove- 
nant, and Jhezcejl mercy unto thy fcrvants, that walk 
before thee with all their hearts: 15. Thou which haft 
kept with thy fervant David my father, that which 
thou haft promifed him ; and fpakeft with thy mouth, 
and halt fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day, 
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16;. Now therefore, O LORD God of Ifrael, keep 
with thy fervant David my father that which thou halt 
promifed him, faying, There fhall not fail thee a man 
in my fight to fit upon the throne of Ifrael ; yet fo, that 
the children take heed to their way to walk in my law, 
as thou haft walked before me. 17. Now then, O 
LORD God of Ifrael, let thy word be verified, which 
thou halt fpoken unto thy fervant David. 18. (But will 
God in very deed dwell with men on the earth? behold, 
heaven, ana the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee? 
how much less this houfe which I have built!) 1.9. 
Have refpeel; therefore to the prayer of thy ferv ant, and 
j to his fupplication, O LOUD my God, lo hearken 
unto, the cry and the prayer which thy fervant prayeth 
before thee : 20. That thine eyes may be opened upon 
this houfe day and night, upon the: place whereof thou 
haft faid, that thou wouldlt put thy name there; to 
hearken unto the prayer, which thy fervant prayeth 
toward this place. 21. Hearken therefore unto the /ap- 
plications of thy fervant, and of thy people lthiti } 
which they /hall make toward this place : hear thou 
from thy dwelling-place: eveni'rom heaven, and when 
thou liea reft, forgive. 22. If a man fin again ft his 
neighbour, and an oath belaid upon him to make him 
fvvear, and the oath come before thine altar in this 
houfe: ms. Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and 
judge thy fcrvants, by requiting the wicked, by reeom- 
peniing his way upon his own head, and by juftifying- 
the righteous, by giving him according to his. rightc- 
oufne/s. o-j.. And if' thy people Ifrael be put to the 
worfc be love the enemy, befcaufe they have finned again ft 
thee ; and Jhall return and conl'efs thy name, and pray, 
and make fupplication before thee in this houfe: 2">. 
Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive the fin 
of thy people Ifrael, and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gaveft to them, and to their fathers. 
26. When the heaven is Unit up, and there is no rain, 
becaufe they have finned againft thee ; yet if they pray 
toward tin's place, and confels thy name, and turn from 
their fin, wnen thou dolt afflict them : 27. Then hear 
thou from heaven, and forgive the fin of thy fcrvants, 
and of thy people Ifrael, when thou haft taught them 
the good way, wherein they Ihould walk ; and fend 
rain upon thy land which thou haft given unto thy peo- 
ple for an. inheritance. 23. If there be dearth in the 
land, if there be peftilence, if there be blading, or 
mildew, lo cults, or caterpillars; if their enemies be- 
fiege them in the cities of their land ; whatfoever fore, 
or whatfoever licknefs there be: 29. Then what prayer, 
or what fupplication foe ver /hall be made of any man, 
or of all thy people Ifrael, when every one (halrknow 
his own foiCi and his own grief, and {hall fpread forth 
his hands in this houfe: 20. Then hear thou from 
heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and render 
unto every man according unto all his ways, whofe 
heart thou knoweft (for thou only knowclt the hearts 
of the children of men): 31. That they may fear thee, 
to walk in thy ways fo long as they live in the land 
which thou gaveft unto our lathers. " 32. % Moreover, 
concerning the ftranger, which is not of thy people If- 
rael, but is come from a far country for thy great name's 
fake, and thy mighty hand, and thy ftrctched-out arm; 
it' they come and pray in this houfe: 33. Then hear thou 
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling-place, and 
do according to all that the ftranger calleth to thee for; 
that all people of the earth may know thy name, and 
fear thee, as doth thy people Ifrael, and may know that 
this houfe which I have built, is called by thy name, 
3 L-. If thy people go out to war againft their enemies, 
by the way that thou fhalt fend them, and they pray 
unto thee toward this city which thou haft chofen, and 
the houfe which I have built for thy name : 35. Then 
hear thou from the heavens their prayer, and their fup- . 
plication, and maintain their caufe. 36. If they fin 
againft thee (for there is no man which fxnneth not) 
and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over 
before enemies, and they carry them away captives 
unto a land far off or near? 37. Yet if they bethink 
themfclves in the land whither they are carried captive, , 
and turn, and pray unto thee in the land of their cap- 
tivity, faying, We have finned, we have done am ifs, 
and'have dealt wickedly ; 33. If they return to thee 
with all their heart, and with all their foul, in the land - 
of their captivity, whither they have carried them cap- 
tives, and pray toward their land which thou gaveft 
unto their fathers, and tozoard the city which thou haft 
chofen, and toward the houfe which I have built for thy 

name ; 
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name: 39. Then hear -thou from the heavens, even 
from thy dwelling-place, their prayer and their Appli- 
cations, and maintain their caule, and forgive thy peo- 
ple which have finned againft thee. 40. Now* my 
God, let (I befeech thee) thine eyes be open, and let 
thine ears be at tent unto the prayers that. is made in this 
place. 41. Now therefore arife, O LORD God, into 
thy refting-place, thou, and the ark of thy ltrength : 
let thy priells, O LORD God, be clothed with falva- 
lion, and let thy faints rejoice in goodncfs. 42. O 
LORD God, turn not away the face of thine anointed : 
remember the mercies of David thy fervant 

Solomon had in the foregoing verfes figned and fealed (as it were) the 
(feed of dedication, by which the temple was appropriated to the honour 
and fervice of God; now here he prays the confecralion prayer, by which 
it was made a figure of Chrift, the great medialor through whom we are to 
offer all our prayers, and lo expect all God's favours, and lo whom we are 
to have an eye in every thing wherein we have to do with God. 

We opened the particulars of this prayer, I Kings viii. and therefore 
/hall now only glean up fome few paifages in it, which may be the proper 
fubjecls of our meditation. 

1. Here are Tome doctrinal truthsoccafionally laid down. As, (t. J That 
the God of I fraud is a facing of incomparable perfection. We cannot de- 
scribe him; but this we know, there is none like him in heaven or earth, ver. 
14. All the creatures have their fellow-creatures; hut the Creator has not 
his peer: He is infinitely above all, and over all Cod blejfcdfor ever. (2.) 
That lie is, and will he irue to every word that lie hath Ipoken, and all that 
ferve him in fincerify, fliall certainly find him both faithful and kind. 
Thofe that fet God always before them, and walk before him with all their 
hearts, fliall find him as good as his word, and better; he will both kc.»> 
covenant with them, and Ihew mercy lo them, ver. 1*. (3.) That he is a 
being infinite and immenfe, whom the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, and lo whole felicity nothing is added by ihe-ulmoft we can do in 
his fervice, ver. 16. He is infinitely beyond the bounds of the creation, 
and infinitely abuvn the prajies of all intelligent creatures. (4.) That he 
and !,<: only knows the hearts of the children of men, ver. 30. AH men's 
thoughts, aims and aftV&ions me naked and open before him, and however 
the imaginations and intents of our hearts may be concealed from men, 
angels, and devils, they cannot be hid from God, who "knows not only 
what is in the heart, but the heart itlelf, and all the beatings of it. (5.) 
That there is no fuch thing as a linlefs perfection lo be found in this hie, 
ver. 30. There is no man that Jinncth not; nay, which doth good andftuncth 
not; to he writes agreeable to what he here faith, lieelej', vii. 20. 

2. Here are fome fuppofitioni or cafes put, which »re to be taken nolice 
of. (I.) He fuppoleth that if doubts and controverlu-s arofe between man 
nod man, both fides would agree lo appeal to God, and to lay an oath upon 
theperfon whofe tefcimoity mull decide the matters ver, 22. The religious 
reverence of an oath, as ii was ancient, lo it may he prelumed it will con- 
tinue, as long as there are any remains of conference and right rcafon among 
men. (2.) He fuppoleth, though now Ifrael enjoyed a profound peace and 
tranquillity, that troubleforue times would conic; he did not think the 
mountain "of their profperity Rood fo frrong but that it might be moved; 
nay, he expected fin would move it. (3.) He fuppoleth that thole who 
had no{ called upon God at other limes, yet in their affliction would fcek 
him early and earned ty. When they are in diH refit they will confefs their 
fins, and confefs thy name, and make fuppJicalion lo thee. Trouble will 
drive thofe lo God that had fnid to him depart, ver. 2+, 2G, 2tf. (t.) He 
fuppofeth that firangers would come from afar to worfhipthe God of Ifrael, 
and to pay homage to him ; and this alfo might realbnably be expected, 
confidering what worlhlcfs things the gods of the nations were, and what 
proofs the God of Ifrael had given of his being Lord of the whole earth. 

3. Here are petitions very pertinent. 

1. That God would own this houfe, and have an eye to it, as the place 
of which he had faid he would put his name there, ver. 20. He could not 
in faith havcalked God lo fhew fuch peculiar favour to this houfe above any 
other, if hehimfelf had not faid it fiiould be his reft for ever. The prayer 
Dial will Ipeed, mull be warranted by the word. We may therefore with 
humble confidence pray to God to be well plcafed with us in Jefus Chrtft, 
becaute he has declared himfelf well pleafed in him; this is uiy beloved Jon ; 
tut faith not now of any houfe, this is my beloved place. : 

2. That God would hear and accept the prayers which fhould be made in 1 
or towards that place, ver. 21. He alks not that God fliould help them ! 
unlefs they prajed for themfelves; but thai God would help ihem in anfwer ; 
to their prayers: fc'vtn Chrift's interceflions do not fuperfede, but encourage 
our fuppl real ions " •« - ~ ■ -•»-" * -• J " ! »-- 
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offering the facrifices of ri^h (courtiers. 3* That (he femcc of the tempfe 
might turn abundantly lo Ihe joy and falisfaclion of all the Lord's people. 
Let thy faints rejoice, ineoodncfu t. t\jn ihe ^nndncjl -of thy hoyc, Plal !xv. 4. 
JLet all that Cunie hither lo wo*lhip t like the Eunuch, go away rejoicing. 
He pleads iwo thing*, ver. 42. (I.) His own relation to God; turn not 
away the face of thine anointed: Lord, thou haft appointed nie to he king, 
and wilt not thou own me? (2=,) God's covenant wilh his father* Remem- 
ber the mercies of David thy jemuit \ The piety of David towards Godt fa 
fome iinderftand it. and lb Ihe* word lornetimes (ignifie^ his pious care^ of 
the ark, and concern lor it. See PfaL exxxit. 1 9 2> fyc. Or, the promifea 
of God Jo David, which were mercies lo him, his great fuppnrl and com- 
fort in all his iroubles. We may plead as Solomon doth here, with an eye 
to Chrift. We deferve thai God fhouM turn away our face, that he fhould 
rejeft us and our prayers, but we come in the name of The Lord Jefus* 
thine anointed, thy Mcjfuth, fo the word is; Ihy Chrift, fo the Seventy • Htm 
thou heareft always, and will never turn away his face We have no righ- 
teoufnefs of our own to plead, but Lord remember the mercies of David thy 
fervant. Chrift is God's fervant, I fa. xlii. I . and h called D«ivid, Hof \\u 
5* Lord remember his merits, and accept of us on Ihe account of them.. 
Remember his tender concern for his Father's honour, and man's falvation, 
and what he did and fuffered from thai principle, il em ember the promifes 
of the everlaftin^ covenant, which free grace has made to us in Chrift, and 
which are called the lure mercies of David, //a, lv* 3. and A6ls xiii. 34. 
This muft be all our ck-fire, and all our hope, all our prayer and all our 
plea, for it is all our falvation. 

C II A P. VII. 

In this chapter Xfic have God's anjwer to Solomon's prayer, ( I .) His 
public an finer by fat from heaven, which con fumea the facrifices 
ver. 1. with which the prie/ts and people were much a ff 'ecled, ver. 
2, 3. and by that token of God*s acceptance were encouraged to 
continue the Jbhmnilics of the feaft for fourteen days* and Solo- 
mon was encouraged to purfue all hit dejigns for' the honour of 
God, ver. 4 — 1 1. {'2.) Jit's private anjwer by word of mouth, 
in a dream or vyion of the night, ver. 12 — 22. Mojl of theft 
things we had before. I Kings viii. and ix. 

I. TVTOW when Solomon had made an end of pray- 
x in«r, the tire came down from heaven, and con- 
fumed the burnt-ottering and the facrifices; and the 
glory of the LORD filled the houfe. a. And the 
priefts could not enter into the. houfe of the LOKD, 
becaufe the glory of the LORD had hi led the LOKO's 
houfe. 3. And when all the children of Ifrael fa \v how 
the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD upon 
the houfe, they bowed themfelves with their faces to 
l\\Q ground upon the pavement, and woHhipped, and 
praifed the LORD, faying* For he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 4. f Then the king and all 
the people offered facrifices before the LORD. 5. 
And king Solomon o tiered a facrifice of twenty and 
two thouiand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand fheep: fo the king and all the people dedicated 
the houfe of God. 6. And the priefts waited on their 
offices: the Levites alfo with inftruments of niufic of 
the LORD, which David the king had made to praife 
the LORD, becaufe his mercy endureth for ever, when 
David praifed by their mini (try: and the priefts founded 
trumpets before them, and all Ifrael ftood. 7. More- 
over, Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that 
zcas before the houfe of the LORD: for there he of- 
fered burnt-oflerings, and the fat of the peace-ofFcrings, 
becaufe the brazen altar which Solomon had made was 
not able to receive the burnt-ofFerings, and the meat- 
offerings, and the fat. 3. Alfo at the fame time 
Solomon kept the fealt feven days, and all Ifrael with 
him, a very great congregation, from the entering in 
of Iiamath, unto the river of Ei^ypt. 9. And in the 



ions. He- prays- thru God would hear from his dwelling-place, eighth day they made a folemn aflembly : for they kept 

iaven: that hi> dweihrg-nlace: not this temple; and thence f l.^; 'Lc > »u»„r j i i r /JT r 

* 1 the dedication or the altar feven days, and the feaft feven 
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And vshen thou hem ejt forgive. Note, The forgirenefa of one fin is that 
which makes way lor all other anfwers to our prayers, removendo prohibens. 

3. That God would give jud^mcriL according to equity, upon all the 
appeals that flu mid he made: to him, vtr. 23 — 30. This we may in faith 
p/ay for, for we are fure it moll he done; God fitteth in the throne judging 
right. 

4. That God would return in mercy to his people, when they repented 
and reformed, ami fought unto hiin, ver. 25, 27, 38, 3D- This we alfo 
may in faith pray for, building upon the repeated declarations God iiad 
made of. his leading to accept penitents. 

5. That God would hid the Grangers welcome to this houfe, and anfwer 
their prayers, ver. 23. for if there be in duty, why fliould not there be in 
privilege, one law for the flranger and on« born in the land? Lev. xxiv. 22. 

6*. That God would upon all occafions, own and plead the caufe of his 
people Ifrael, againft all the oppofcr* of it, ver. 35. ti[ainlain their cuufc; 
and again, ver. 39. If they be the Ifrael of God, their caufe is the caufe 
of God, and he will efpou'e it. 

Laftly, He concludes this prayer with fome cxpreffions which he had 
learnt of his good faii-ur, and boi rowed from on? of his pfolms. We had 
them not in the Kings, but here we have them t ver, 41, 42. ^The whole 
word of God is of ule to direel us in prayer, and how can we exprefs our- 
felves in better language to God, than that of his own Spirit ? But thefe 
words were in a fpecial manner of ufe to direc> Solomon, becaufe they bad 
reference to this very work that he was now doing. We have them, Pful. 
csxxit. £, 9, 10. we pray 5 , (ver. 41.) I .That God would take poflellion 
of the temple, and keep'potfeifion ; that lie would make it his place, his 
re fling place. Thou and the ark ; what wilt the ark do without the God of 
the ark ! ordinances without the God of the ordinances! 2. That he would 
make the m milters of the temple nubile bleflings, clothe them with falvation. 
i. e. not only fave tlicrri, but make them inftrumentat to (ave others, by 
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days. 10. And on the three and twentieth day of the 
feventh month, he lent the people away into their 
tents glad and merry in heart for the goodnefs that the 
.LORD had fhewed unto David and to Solomon, and 
to ifrael ins people. II. Thus Solomon finifhed the 
houfe of the LORD, and the king's houfe: and all 
that came into Solomon's heart to make in the houfe 
of the LORD, and in his own houfe, he profperoufly 
effected. 



re is, 1. The gracious return which God immediately made lo Solo- 
mon's prayers. The fire came duxenfrom heaven, and confumed the facrifices, 
ver. I. in this way God i eft i lied his acceptance »f Moles, Lev. ix. 24. of 
Gideon, Judg. vi. 21. of David, 1 Chron. xxt. 26. ot Elijah, I /Cingsxvil'u 
33. and in general, to accept the burnl-facr:/ice, is in the Hebrew phrafe, 
to turn it lo aflies, Pfal. xx. 3. The fire came down here not upon the 
killing of the facrifices, but the praying of the prayer. This fire fpakeGod, 
(I.) Glorious in himfelf, (or our God is a confuming fire, terrible even in his 
holy places. This fire breaking forth (as it is probable) out of the thick 
darknefs, made it the more terrible, as on mount Sinai, /fxorf.xxiv. Iff, 17. 
The tinners in Sion had reafon lo be afraid of this fight; and to fay, who 
among us jhalt dwell near this devouring fire? Ifa. xxxiii. li. And yet, (2.) 
Gracious to Ifrael; for this fire which might juftly have confumed ihem, 
fattened upon the facrifice which was offered in their ftead, and confumed 
that, by which God fignificd to them, that he accepted their offerings, and 
that his anger was turned away from them. Let us apply this, 1« To the 
fu fieri ngs of Chrift; when it pleafed the Lord to bruife him and put him to 
grief, in that he fhewed his good-will to men, having laid on hici the ini- 
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quity of all. His death was cur life, and he was made fin and a eurfe, that 
we might inherit rtghtcoufnefs and a blefling. That lacrifice wasconfumed 
that we might cfcape; Htm ant 1, let thefe go their teay. {'2.) To ihe 
ianclification of the Spirit , who defcended like fire, burning up our tofts 
and coiruplion, thefe beafts that muft be facri/iced, or we arc; undone ; and 
kindling in our fouls a holy fire of pious and devout affections, always to be 
kept burning on the altar of the heart. The furcft evidence of God'* ac- 
ceptance of our prayers is the defcentof this holy lire upon us, did not our 
hearts burn within u.i P Luke xxiv. 32. And as a farther evidence that God 
accepted Solomon's prayer, ftill the glory of the Lord /died the houfe. The 
heart that is thus filled with a holy awe and reverence of the divine glory, 
to which God maiiifefts himfelf in his greatnefs t and (which is no lefs his 
glory} in his gooduels, is thereby owned as a living temple. 

2. The grateful return made to God for this gracious token of his favour. 
( I .) The people xeorjhipped and praifed Gr.d, ver. 5. When they fa w the 
fire of God come down from heaven thus* they did not run away in a 
fright, but kept their ground in the courts of the Lord, and took occafion 
from if, I. With reverence to adore the glory of Gocij they bowed their 
faces to the ground, and leorjhippcd, thus cxprefling their awful dread of ihe 
divine Majeily, their chearlul iubmiffion to the divine authority, and the 
iente they had of their unworthinefs to come into his prcfence, and their in- 
ability to Hand before the power of his wrath. 2. With thank'ulnefs to ac- 
knowledge the goodnefc of God, even then when the fire of the Lord came 
down, y et they praifed him, faying, For he is good, far hh mercy eitduretti fur 
ever. That is a fong never out of feafon, and to which our hearts and 
tongues fhould he never out of tune. However it be, yet God is good. 
When he manifefls himfelf asa cord timing fi r(i j 0 finners, his people can re. 
joicc in him as their light. Nay, they had renfon to fay, that in this God 
was good ; It is of the Lord's mercies that zee are not conjoint d, but the facri- 
tice in our Read, for which we are bound to be very thankful. 

(S!.) The king and nil the people offered facrifices in abundance, ver. -t. 
With thefe they fealied this holy fire, and bid it welcome to the altar. 
They had offered facrifices before, but now they increafed them. Note, 
The tokens of God's favour to us fliould enlarge our hearts in his fen'ice, 
and make us to abound therein more and more. The king's example fiirred 
up the people. Good work is then likely to go on, when the leaders of a 
people lead in it. The facrifices were fo numerous, that the altar could 
not contain them all, but rather than any of them (hould be turned hack, 
though we may fuppofe the blood at them all was fprinkfed upon the altar, 
yet the flefli of the burnt -offerings, and the fat of the peace-offerings was 
burnt in the midfi of the court, ver. 7. which Solomon either hallowed for 
that fen ice, or hallowed by it. In cafe of neccfiity, the pavement might 
be an allar 

(3.) The priefts did their parts, they waited on jheir offices; and (he 
fingers and the muficians on theirs, ver, 6. with the inftrumcnts that David 
made, and the hymn that David had put into their hand, as fome think it 
may be read, meaning that, I Chron. xvi. 7. Or, as wc read it, when 
David praifed by their miniftry. He employed, directed, and encouraged 
them in this work of printing God, and therefore their performances were 
accepted as his act, and he is laid to praife by their miniftry. 

(•]•.) Tiie whole congregation expreffed the greateft joy and fatisfadlion 
imaginable. They kept the feu f! of the dedication of the altar feven days, 
from the lecond to the ninth, then the tenth day was the day of atonement, 
when they were toafilicl their fouls for fin, and that was not unfeafonable in 
the midft of their rejoicings ; then on the 15th day began the feaft of taber- 
nacles, which continued to the '2'2d, and they did not part till the 23d. We 
mull never grudge the time that we fpend in the ferviceof God, and com- 
munion with him; nor think it long, or grow lick of it. 

(5.) Solomon went on in his work, and profperoufly e/fecled all he de- 
signed, for the adorning both of God's fioule and his own, ver. II. Thofe 
that begin with the for vice of God, are likely to go on fuccefsfully in their 
own affairs. Jl was Solomon's praife, that what he undertook he went 
through with, and U was by the grace of God that he profpered in it. 

12. f And 'the LORD appeared to Solomon by 
night, and laid unto him, 1 have heard thy prayer, and 
have chofon this place to myfelf, tor an if o life of Sacri- 
fice. 13. It" I Unit up heaven, that there be no rain, or 
it" I command the iocutis to devour the land, or if I fend 
peftilence among my people; 14. If my people which 
are called by my name fhall humble* themfelves, and 
pray, and icrk my lace, and turn from their wicked 
ways: then will I "hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their fm, and will heal their land. 15. Now mine 
eyes iltu.ll be open, and mine cars attcntunto the prayer 
that is made in this place. Iff. .For now have I chofen 
and fit n£ti lied this huufc, that my name may be there 
for ever : and mine eyes and mine heart Ihall be there 
perpetually. 17. And as for thee, If thou wilt walk 
before me" as David thy father walked, and do accord- 
ing to all that i have commanded thee, and f h alt ob- 
fcrve my ttatutes and my judgments; 18. Then will, 
i ritablilh the throne of "thy kingdom, according as I 
have covenanted with David thy lather, faying, There 
Jball not fail thee a man to be ruler in Ifrael. 19. But 
if ye turn away and for fake my ifatutes and my com- 
mandments which I have let before you, and fhall go 
and ferve other gods, and worfhip them : 20. Then 
will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which 
I have given them ; ancl this houfe which I have fane- 
lified lor my name, will I caft out of my fight, and 
will make it to be a proverb and a by-word among all 
nations. 21. And this houfe which is high, fhall be 
an ailomfliment to everyone that pafleth by it: fo that 
he /hall fay, Why hath "the LORD done thus unto this 
land and unto this houfe ? 22. And it ihall be an- 
fwered, Becaufe they forfook the LORD God of their 
fathers, which brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them, and ferved them: therefore hath he brought all 
this evil upon them. 



That God accepted Solomons prayer, appeared by the fire from heaven: 
But it is poflible a prayer tra\ he accepted, and yet not anfwered in the let- 
ter of it; and therefore God appeared to him in the night, as he did wiice 
before, chap. i. 7. and after a day or facririw too, as then; and gave him a 
particular anlwer to piayer. * We had ihe fubllaucc of it before, 1 Kings 
ix. 2 — I), 

1 . He promt fed to own this houfe, for a houfe of facriftce to Ifrael, and a 
houfe of prayer lor all people, Ifu. lvi.7. ver. 12 — 16\ My name /hall he 
there for ever, i. e. there will I make myfelf known, and there t will be 
called upon. 

2. He promifed to an fiver the prayers of his people that fhould at any 
lime be made in that place, ver, 13, 14, 15. (1.) National judgments are 
here fuppofcrf, ver. I 'J. Famine and pcrtileneo, and perhaps war, is in- 
tended by the locults m-v-mring the land, enemies as greedy as locufts and 
laying all wafie. (•£.) National repentance, prayer, and re fur mat ion are re- 
quired, ver. i j.. God expect i thai his people, who are called by his name, 
if they have dishonoured his name by their iniquity, fliould honour it by ac- 
cepting the puniilmient of their iniquity. They muft bumble themfelves 
under "hi* hand,' muft pray for ihe removal of the judgment, mufifeek the 
face and favour of God; and )et ail this will not do, unlcfs they turn from 
their wicked ways, and return to the God from whom they have revolted. 
(^.) National mercy is then promifed; that God will forgive their fin, 
which brought the judgment upon them, and then heal their land, redrefs 
all their grievances. Pardoning mercy makes way for healing mercy, PfaU 
q\\\. 3. Mntth. ik. 2. 

3. Fie promifes to perpetuate Solomon's; kingdom, upon condition he 
per levered in his duty, ver. 17, IS. If he hoped for the benefit of God's 
covenant with David, he mull imitate the example of David. 

But he lets be/ore him death as well as life, the curfeas well as. the blef- 
fing. l. He luppofeth it poflible, that though they had this temple built to 
the honour of God, yet thev might he drawn afidc to worfhip other gods, 
ver. 19. He knew their bent to backflide into that tin. '2. He threatens 
it a- certain, that if they did fo, it would certainly be the ruin both of 
church and ftate. (J.) It would be the ruin of their Hate, ver. 20. Though 
they have taken deep root, and taken rooL long in this good land, yet X 
will pluck them up by the roots, extirpate the whole nation, pluck them up 
as men plutk up weeds out of their garden, which are thrown to the dung- 
hilK (2.) It ixauld be the ruin of their church; this (ancruary would be 
no fancluary to them, to protect them from the judgments of God, as they 
imagined, faying, The temple of the Lord are tec, Jcr. vil. 4>, This houfe 
which is high, not only lor the magnificence of its ftruclure, but tor the de- 
tigoed ends and ufes of it, fliaJl be an alronithment, it fliall come down 
wondei fully, Lam. i. 9. to the amnzement of all the neighbours. 

C H A P. VIII. 

J n. this chapter zee arc told, ([.) What cities Solomon built, ver. 
1 — 6. (2.) What workmen Solomon employed, ver. 7 — 10. 
(3.) What cure he took about a proper fettlcment far his -wife, 
ver. 1 1. (4.) What a good met hod he put the te.mple-ferv ice into 
ver. i 2— l o. (5.) What trading he had with foreign countries, 
ver. 17, IS. 



1. A ND it came to pafs (at the end of twenty years, 
jt\ wherein Solomon had built the houfe of the 
LORD, and his own houfe.) 2. That the cities which 
Huram had retfored to Solomon, Solomon built them, 
and caulcd the children of Ifrael to dwell there. 3. And 
Solomon went to Haniath-zobah, ancl prevailed again!! 
it. 4. Ancl lie built Tadnior in the wiltlerncfs, and all 
the /lore cities, which he built in Hamath. 5. Alfo he 
built Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon the nether, 
fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars : 6. And 
Baalath, and all the ftore-chies, that Solomon had, and 
all the chariot-cities, and the cities of the horfemen, and 
all that Solomon delired to build in Jerufalem, and in 
Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his dominion. 
7. As for all the people that were left of the Hittiles, 
ancl the Anionics, ancl the Pcrizzites, and the'Hivites, 
and the Jebulites, which were not of Ifrael; 3. But 
of their children who were left after them in the land, 
whom the children of Ifrael con fumed not; them did 
Solomon make to pay tribute, until this day. 9. But 
of the children of Ifrael did Solomon make no fervanis 
for his work: but they xvere men of war, and chief of 
his captains, and captains of his chariots and horfemen. 
10. And thefe were the chief of king Solomon's offi- 
cers, even two hundred and' fifty, that bare rule over 
the people. 11. IT Anc * Solomon brought up the 
daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of David, unto the 
houte that he had built for her: for he faid, My wife 
fhall not dwell in the houfe of David king of Ifrael, 
becaufe the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the 
LORD hath come. 

This we had 1 A'iinrs ix. 10— 2*. and therefore fliall only obferve here, 
I. That though Solomon was a man of great learning and knowledge, vel 
he fpent his days not in contemplation but in atfion, not in his ftudy but in 

sibling cities and fortifying them. In time of peace prv- 



his country, in building # ., ... 

paring for a lime of war, which is as much a man's bufinek, as it is in luni- 

m«r to provide food for winter. 

2. As he was a man of bufinefs himfelf, and did not confult his mv.n 
eafe, fa he employed a great many hands, kept abundance of people to 
work. It is the intereft of a ftate by all means poflible to promote and en. 
courage induftry, and to keep its fubje&s from trllencfs. A great many 
Grangers there were in Ifrael, many that remained of the Canaanites, and 
they were welcome to live there, but not to live and do nothing. The men 
of Laifo, that had no bufinefs, were an eafy prey to the invader.', Judge* 

,3*That when Solomon had begun with building the houfe of God, and 
make good work and quick work of that, he profpered in all his under- 
takings, fo that he built all that he dejircd to build, ver. 6. Tlio'e Jh.it have 
6 a'gcniu'J 
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a genius for building find that one project draws on another, and the latle 
mull amend and improve the former. Now obferve, (J.) Mow the divine 
providence even gratified Solomon's humour, and gave him (uccefsnot only • 
in all that he needed to build, and that was for his advantage to build, but 
in all that he had a mind to build. So indulgent a lather is God tome limes 
lo the innocent defires of his children that fervehim. Thus he pleated 
Jacob with that prom lie, Jojhph Jhtill put hi* hand on thine eyes. (2.) That 
Solomon knew how to Jet bounds to his deflres. He was none of thofe 
that enlarge them endleily, and can never be falisfied, but knew when lo 
rake up; for he finilhcd all he deli red, and then he deli red no more; did 
not fit down to fret that he had no more cities to build, as Alexander did, 
that he had no more worlds to conquer, Iicb. ii. .5. 

4. That onereafon whv Solomon built a palace nn nnrpofe for the queen, 
3nd removed her and her court to it, was becaufe he thought it by no means 
proper that flie mould dv-vtlin the houfe of David, vcr. I i. confidi'ring that 
that had been a place of great piety, and perhaps her houfe was a place of 
great vanity. She was protected, it is likely, to IheJewifli religion hut it 
is a que ft son whether all her fervants were. Perhaps, ihey had among them 
the idols of Egypt, and a great deal of profanenels and debauchery, it may 
be. Now though Solomon had not zeal and courage enough to fupprefs and 
punifli what was am its there, yet he fo far confuted the honour of his father's 
memory, that he would not fuffer that place to be thus profaned, where the 
ark of God had been, and where holy David had prayed many a good 
prayer, and fung many a fweel pfalm. Not that all the places where the ark 
had been, were fo holy as never to be put to a common ufc, for then the 
houfes of Abinadab and Obed-edom muft have been fo. But the place 
where it had been fo long, and had been fo publicly attended on, was fo 
venerable, that it was not lit lo by the place of fo much gaiety, not to fay 
iniquity, as was to be found, or was lo be feared, in the court that -Pha- 
raoh's daughter kept. Note, Between things (acred and things common, 
the ancient land-marks ought to be kepi up. It was an outer court of the 
temple that wai the court of the women. 

V2. «[Then Solomon offered burnt-offerings unto 
the LOKD, on the altar of the LORD, which he hud 
built before the porch : VS. Even after a certain rate 
every day, ottering according to the commandment of 
Moles, on the fabhaths, and on the new-moons, and 
on the folcmn feafts, three times in the year, even in 
the feaft of unleavened bread, and in the feait of weeks, 
and in the ftsall of tabernacles. 1*. *ft And lie ap- 
pointed, according to the order of David his father, 
thecourfes of the prieils to their fcrvice, and the Lc- 
■vites to their charges, to praife and minister before the 
priefisj as the duty of every day required : the porters 
alio bv their courfes, at everv gate : for fo had David 
the man of God commanded. 15- And they departed 
not from the commandmentof the king unto the pricfis 
and Levitcs, concerning any matter, or concerning the 
treafures. \Q. Now all the work of Solomon was pre- 
pared unto the day of the foundation of the houfe of 
the LORD, and until it was imithed: fo the houfe 
of the LORD was perfected. 17. Then went 
Solomon to Ezion-gcber, and to Eloth, at the fea-fide 
in the laud' of Edom. 18. And Huram fent him by 
the hands of his fervants fhips, and fervants that had 
knowledge of the fea ; and they went with the fervants 
of Solomon to Ophir, and took thence four hundred 
and fifty talents of gold, and brought them to king 
Solomon. 

Here is, I- S tlrunon's devotion. The building of the temple was in 
order to thefrr* »«•'* of the temple; whatever coft he was at in the rearing ihe 
tlrvt€U\rc t >r hv hod neglctied the ivorfiiip lltat was to be performed (here, 
if had been a!! to no j.mrpofe. Aflifting the devotions of others, will not 
atone for our own !'•£!>-. When Solomon had built the tcmpl<* f 

(J.) He kept up i he holy facrifices there according lo the law of Afrites, 
rct\ J j t 13. In vain hart the altar been built, and in vain had fire eonie 
ditwn from heaven, if facrifices had not been conftantly brought as the food 
<;!' that altar, and If* furl of that fire. There were daily facrifices, a cvr- 
tula rate every day, ;»s duly as the day came ; weekly facrifices on the fab* 
bath, doubitMo what wa> offered on oilier days; monthly facrifices, onthe , 
new moons; and \ early fac rifices, at the three fnlemn feafts. They are fpiru ! 
tnal taciificus that are now required of us, which we are lo bring daily and f 
wee kly ; and j: is good to be in a fettled method of devolion. j 

{I?. J He kepi the holy fungs there, according to the law of David, who f 
is here called the ?nan oj God % a* Mofe* was? becaufe he was both inftru£ic?t] i 
and autlvoriASeil of God to make ihefe eftahJifliments : and Solomon took j 
ra*e to lee them oblerved, as the duty of every day required, ver. 14. Solo* : 
moo, though a wife and great man, and the builder of Ihe temple, did not j 
attempt to amend, niter, or add to what the man of God had in God's 
name commanded, but clofely adhered lo that, and ufed his authority to 
have that duly observed, and then vane departed from the commandment of the 
king concerning any matter* ver. 1.5. He ubferved God's laws, and then all 
obeyed his orders. When the fcrvice of ihe temple was put into this good 
order, then u is fa id, the houfe of the Lard was perft&ed, ver. 16. The 
work was the main matter, not the place, the temple was unfiniftied till this 
was done. 

2. Solomon's merchanriife. He did himfelf in perfon vifit the fea port 
towns of Eloth and Ezion-geberj for they that deal much in the world, will 
tfnd it theirintertdi,as lar as they can, to infpefi t heir affairs ihe mfelves, and 
to fee with theii own eyes, vcr m 17. Canaan was a rich country, and yet muft 
fend lo Ophir for gold; the Israelites were a wife and undemanding people, 
and yet mult be beholden lo ihe king ol Tyre for men that had knowledge of ihe 
/has, ver. 18. And yet Canaan was God's peculiar land, andlfrael God's 
peculiar people ; which teaches us, thai grace, and not gold, is the beft 
riches; and acquaintance with God and his law, not with arts and fciences, 
the beil knowledge. i # 

CHAP. IX. 

Solomon here continues to look very great both at homcand abroad. 
We had this account^of his grandeur, 1 Kings x. nothing is here 
added; but his defection towards his latter end, which we have there, 



chap. xi. is here omitted; and the clofc of this chapter brings him 
to the grayr an itnftnined reputation. I think , none of the 
chapters in theChron ic/es agi re fo >» itch with a ch a p t*-rin the Kings, 
as this doth zcith I Kiii^s x. vcr/e/hr verje, only that the two fir/l 
verjes there arc put into one here, and vcr. 25. hen: is taken from 
I Kings 'v._38._ and the three laft ver/es here from 1 Kings xi. 
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11 ere is, (I.) The honour rchieh the queen of Shaba did to 
Solomon, in the -Jjil jhe made him to hear hiszrifdom , ver. 1 — 12. 
(2.) Many in/i anas given of the riches and fpleiular of Solomatfs 
court, vcr. 13— 2S. (:J.) The conclujion of his' reign, vcr. 20 — 31. 



prov 



1. A ND when the queen of Si 

A of Solomon, Ihe came t< l , 

hard qu eft ions at Jerufalem, with a very great com- 
pany, and camels that bare i'pices, and gofd in abun- 
dance, and precious Hones ; and when Jhe was come 
to Solomon, ihe communed with him of all that was in 
her heart. 2. And Solomon told her all her queftions: 
and there was nothingJiid from Solomon which he fold 
her not. 3. And when the queen of Sheba had feen the 
wifdom of Solomon, and the houfe that he had built, 
4. And the meat of li is table, and the fitting of his 
fervants, and the attendance of his minifters, and their 
apparel, his cup-bearers alfo, and their apparel, and 
his a/cent by which he went up into the houfe of the 
LORD; there was no more fpirit in her. o. And 
the laid to the king, // zvas a true report which I heard 
in mine own land, of thine acls, and of thy wifdom; 
6\ Howbeit, I believed not their words, until I came 
and mine eyes had feen it : and behold, the one half 
of the greatnels of thy wifdom was not told me: for 
thou exceeded the lame that I heard. 7. Hap -y are 
thy men, and happy are thefe thy fervants, which 
j ftand continually before thee, and hear thy wifdom. 
j S. Blcilcd be the LORD thy God, which delighted 
I in thee to let thee on his throne, to be king for the 
i LORD thy God: boenule thy God loved lirael, to 
| clhiblifh them for ever, therefore made he tbec king 
j over them, to do judgment and jufiice. 9. And the 
j gave the king an hundred an twenty talents of gold, 
• and of fpices greatabundanee,and precious (tones: nei- 
! tlier was there any fuch fpice as the queen of Sheba 
! gave king Solomon. 10. And the icrvants alfo of 
Huram, and the fervants of Solomon, which brought 
gold from Ophir, brought algum-trees, and precious 
ltones. 1 1. And the king made of the algum-trees 
terraces to the houfe of the LORD, and to the king's 
palace, and harps and pfalteries for fingers: and there 
were none fuch feen before in the land of Judah. 12. 
And king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her 
delire, whatfoever Ihe afked, belides that which (he had 
brought unto the king: fo Ihe turned and went away 
to her own land, ihe and her fervants. 

This paflhgu of Cmry has been largely confidered in the Kin£«, yet be- 
caufe our Saviour has pmpoi'cd it as an example to us, in our enquiries alter 
linn, Matt, xi. 42. we mull not pal>n over without obferving briefly, 

I . That thojb that honour Gud t he zvill honour, 1 Sam. ii. 30. Solomon 
had greally honoured God, in building, beautifying and dedicating the tem- 
ple ; all bis wifdom and all his wealth were employed lor the making of 
thai a conlummale piece; and now God made his wifdom and wealth to 
redound greatly to his reputation. The way to have both the credit and 
comfort ot all our endowments and all our enjoyments, is to confecratc 
them to God, and ufe them lor him. 

I. That thofe who know the ivoith of true wifdom, will grudge no pains 
or coft to coinpafss it. The queen of Sheba put herlelf to a great deal of trou- 
ble and expence to hear the wifdom of Solomon, and yet learning from hi.n 
to ferve God and do her duly, the thought herlelf well paid for hex pain 1 ?. 
Heavenly wtldom is that pearl of 'great pi ice, which if we part with all for 
ihepurchafe of, we make a good bargain. 

3. Thai as every man has received the gift, fo he ought lo miniflcr the 
linne fur the education of others, as he has opportunity. Solomon v\ as com- 
municative of his wifdom, and willing to teach others what be knew him- 
felf. Being tuugtU of Gud, freely he had received, and freely he gave. Let 
Ibem lliatare rich in wifdom, as well as wealth, learn to do good, and be 
ready to dijlrilnttc. Give to every one that ajketh. 

4. Thai good order in a family, a great ram My, efpecially in the things 
of God, and a regular dif charge of the duties of religious worfhip, is a 
veryaimable ihing, and to be much admired wherever it is found. The 
queen of Sheba was hugely alfefled lo fee the decency with which Solomon's 
fervants attended him, and with which both be and ihey attended in the 
houfe of God. David's alcent to the houfe of the Lord n as a mofi plea fan t 

Ihing, Pjal. xlii. 4-. 

5. That thofe are happy, who have (be opportunity of a conflanl converfe 
with fuch as arc knowing, wife and good. The queen of Sheba thought 
Solomon's fervants happy, who continually heard his wifdom, fur it feems 
even lo them he was communicative. And it is ohfervable, that the pofterity 




dignified, when they 
ii. 55. vii. 57. fo eminent were they, it was honour enough to be named 

from i hem. . 

6. We ought to rejoice and give God l hanks for the gifts, graces and, 

ufefulnefs ot others. The queen of Sheba blelTcd God for the honour he 
put upon Solomon, and the lavour he did to lfrael in advancing him to the 
throne, ver.-S. By giving God the praife of the-profperity of others, we 
(hare in Ihe comfort of it, whereas by envying the profperity of others, we 
lofe the comfort of our own. The happinefs both of king and kingdom flie 
runs up lo the fountain of all -bills, the divine favour; it was becaufe thy 

God 



Chap- ix; 
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Chap- X. 



Cod delighted in thcc 9 and becaufe he laved Ijracl. Tliofe mercies are doubly 
fwcel, which we can tafte the kindnefs and good-will of God in as our 
God. 

?♦ It becomes tliofe that are wife and pood to be generous according to 
their place and power* The queen of Shcba was foto Solomon, Solomon 
was fo toiler, w. 9 — 12* Tliey both knew how to value wifdom, and 
therefore were neither of them covetous of their money, but cultivated 
the acquaintance, and confirmed the friendlhip ihey had contra£led»by mu- 
tual prefeni>\ Our Lord Jefus has promifed to give us all our deli re, Ajk $ 
and it jhall be given you. Let us ftudy what we thould render to him, and 
not think any thing too much lo do, or futfer, or part with for him* 

i 

13. Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon 
in one year, was fix hundred and threefcorc and fix 
talents of gold : 14. Betides that which chapmen and 
merchants brought ; and all the kings of Arabia, and 
governors of the country, brought gold and filver to 
Solomon. 15. % And king Solomon made two hun- 
dred ta rge Is of b ea te n go Id "fix h u n d re d Jltekels o f b ea ten 
gold went to one target. 16. And three hundred (hields 
made he of beaten gold : three hundred fhchels of gold 
went to one fliield : and the king put them in the houfe 
of the forelt of Lebanon. 17. % Moreover the king 
made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with 
pure gold. 18. And there were fix fteps to the throne, 
with a f'ootftool of gold, which were fattened to the 
throne, and flays on each fide of the fitting place, and 
two Jions (landing by the frays. 19. And twelve lions 
fiood there on the one fide and on the other, upon the 
iix fteps. There was not the like made in any king- 
dom. 20. And all the drinking vcilels of king So- 
lomon were of eold, and all the veflels of the houfe of 
the forelt of .Lebanon were of pure gold : none zcere of 
filver; it was not any thing accounted of in the days 
of Solomon. 21. For the king's mips went to Tar/hi/h 
with the fcrvants of Huram : every three years once 
came the mips of Tarfhifh, bringing gold, and iilver, 
ivory, and apes, and peacocks. Q l 2. And king Solomon 
palled all the kings of the earth in riches and wifdom. 
iJ3. And all the kings of the earth fought the pre- 
fence of Solomon, to hear his wifdom that God had 
put in his heart. 24. And they brought every man his 
prefent, vcficls of filver and veflels of gold, and 
raiment, harnefs and f pices, horfes and mules, a rate 
vcar by year. 25. <J And Solomon had four thoufand 
icalls for horfes and chariots, and twelve thoufand horfe- 
men, whom he heftowed in the chariot-cities, and with 
the king at Jerufalem. 26. f And he reigned over all 
the kings, from the river, even unto the land of the 
Phililtines, and to the border of Egypt. 27. And the 
king made filver in Jerufalem as Hones, and cedar-trees 
made he as the fy cam ore-trees, that are in the low plains in 
abundance. 28. And they brought unto Solomon horfes 
out of Egypt, and out or* all lands. 29. If Now die 
reft of the" acts of Solomon, firft and lalt, are they not 
written in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the pro- 
phecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the vifions of 
Iddo the feer, againlt Jeroboam the fon of Nebat r 30. 
And Solomon reigned in Jeruialen^ over all Ifrael forty 
years. yi.And Solomon ilept with his fathers, and 
he was buried in the city of David his father, and 
Jtehoboam his fon reigned in iiis ftead. 

We have here Solomon in his thomc, and Solomon in hi* grave, for 
Ihe limine would nolfccure him from theftrave; iMorsfceptraligonibutaquat. 

I. Here is Solomon reigning in wealth and power, in eale and fulnefs, 
fuch as, for aught 1 know, could never lince be paralleled by any Icing 
whadbevur. I cannot pretend lobe critical in comparing the grandeur of So- 
lomon with that of fomeol the great princes otthe earth, bnt the muft illuftri- 
ou? of thein were lamed tor their wars, whereas Solomon reigned forty j ears 
in profound peace. Some of (hole that might bu thought to vie with Solo- 
mon, affected retirement, kept people in awe by keeping them at a mighty 
d. fiance; nobody muft Tee them or come near them upon pain of death : 
But Solomon went much abroad, and appeared in public bufinefs; fo that, 
all things ennfidered, the promife was fulfilled, that God would give him 
riches, and wealth, and honour, fuch as no kings have liad orjhull hate, 

chap. i. 1 '2. 

(1.) Never any prince appeared in public with greater fplendor than Solo- 
mon did, which' to thole that judge by the fight of the eye, as raoft people 
do, would very much recommend him. He had two hundred targets, and 
three hundred Shields, all of beaten gold, carried before htm, xcr. 13, 16. 
fat upon a molt (lately throne, ver. 17, 18, 19, There was not the like in 
any kingdom: The luftre wherein he appeared, was typical of the fpiritual 
glory of the kingdom of the Meffiah, and but a faint reprefenlation of his 
throne, which i* above every throne. Solomon's pomp was ; all artificial, 
and therefore our Saviour prefers the natural beauty of \he lilies of the field 
before it, Matt. vt. 2£). Solomon, in all his glory was nol arrayed like one of 
thefe. . 

(2.) Never any prince had greater plenty of gold and filver, though there 
was no gold or filver mines in his own kingdom. Either he made liimfeJf 
matter of the mines in other countries, and having a populous country, fenl 
hands to dig out ihnfe rich metals; or having a fruitful country, he exported 
the commodities of it, and with them fetched home all this gold that is here 
fpok'*n of, ver. 13, 1 4, 21. 

(3.) Never any prince had fuch prefent* brought him by all his neigh- 
bours a« Solomon had. All the kings of Arabia and governors of the country 
brought him gold and jitver, ver. 14. Not as tribute which he extorted from 



them, but as free-will offerings to procure his favour, or in a way of ex- 
change for fbme of the produces of his hufbandry, corn, or cattle. Ail the 
kings of the earth brought him prefetits, i. e. all in thefe parts of the world, 
ver. 2-1 — SiiJ. becaufe ih«y coveted his acquaintance and friend (b» p. Herein 
he was a type of Christ, to whom as foon as he was born, the wife men of 
the eafl brought prefenls, gold, frankincenfb and myrrh, Matt. ii. 1 1. and to 
whom all that are about him omit bring prefenU, Pfal. Ixxvi, U. Rom, 
xii. 1. 

[ U) Never any prince was fo renowned for wifdom, fo courted, fo con- 
fulted, fo admired, ver. 23. The kings of the earth (for it was too great a 
favour for common peilum* to pretend lo) fought to hear his wifdom. Either 
his natural philofophy, or his &ill in phytic, or his flate policy, or his rules 
of prudence for the conduct of human life, or perhaps the principles of his 
religion, and the Teutons of it. Theapplicalion which they then made to 
Solomon to hear hit wifdom, will aggravate, fliame and condemn men's 
general contempt of Christ, and lu.sgofpel , though in them are hid all the 
treajltrcs of wijiutm and knowledge, yet none of the princes of this world deft re 
to know them, for they are fcolithnefa to them, I Car, ii. S — I-k 

2. Here is Solomon's dying; ftripped of his pomp, and leaving all his 
wealth and power, not to one whom he knew not whether he would he a 
wife manor a fool, Ecclef. ii. 19. but who he knew would be a fool : This 
was nol only vanity, but vexation of ipirit, i/tr. 23, 3*0, 31. 

It is very -oblervable, that no mention is here made of Solomon's depar- 
ture from God in his latter days, not the leaf! hint given of it ; (f .) Be- 
caufe the Holy Gholl would leach us not to fake delight in repeating the 
faults and follies of others. If thofe thai have been in reputation for wifdom 
and honour; mifcarry thcmfelves, though it may be of ufc to take notice of 
their mifcarriages for warning lo ourfelves and others, yet we muft not be 
forward to mention them ; once fpeaking of them is enough, what needs 
that unpleafant firing be again flruck upon ? Why can we not do as the 
facred hiftorian here doth, I peak largely of that in others, which is praife- 
worthy, without faying any thing of their blemitlies, yea, though they have 
been grofsand obvious. This is but doing as we would be done by. (2.) 
Becaufe, I hough he fell, yet he was not utterly caft down : Therefore his 
/in is nut again recorded, becaufe it was repented of and pardoned, and fo 
became as if he had never been. Scripture ftlence fometimes fpeaks: I am 
willing lo believe, that its filence here concerning the fin of Solomon, is an 
intimation that none of the fins he committed were mentioned againfl him, 
tCzek. xxxiii. in. When God pardons Cn, hecajis it behind his buck, and 
remembers ii no more. 



CHAP. X. 



This chapter is copied abnqftverbathn from I Kings, xii. I*— \ 9. where 
it was opened at targe. Solom on's defection from God was not re- 
pea ted, but the defection of the ten tribes from his family is in this 




ver. 15. hit counfel was thereby fulfilled. With him isjlrength 
and wifdom, both the deceived and the deceiver (the fool and the 
knave J are his, Job xii. 16. i. e. are made ufe of bj/ him, to ferve 
his purpofes. 

1. A ND Rehoboam went to Shcchem : for to She- 
A diem were all Ifrael come to make him king, 
Q. Andit came to pafs when Jeroboam the fon of Nebat 
(who was in Egypt, whither he had ried from the pre- 
ience of Solomon the king) heard it, that Jeroboam re- 
turned out of Egypt. 3. And they Icntand called him: 
fo Jeroboam and all Ifrael came and ipake to Rehoboam, 
faying. 4. Thy father made our yoke grievous, now 
therefore eafe thou fomewhat the grievous fcrvitude of 
thy father, and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, 
and we will ferve thee. 5. And he laid unto them, 
Come again unto rac after three days. And the people 
departed. G. And king Rehoboam took counfel with 
the old men that had ftood before Solomon his father, 
while he yet lived, faying, What counfel give ye me, 
to return anfvver to this people ? 7. And they fpake 
unto him faying, If thou be kind to this people, and 
pleafe them, and fpeak good words to them, they will 
be thy fervants for ever. S. But he forfook the counfel 
which the old men gave him, and took counfel with 
the young men that were brought up with him, that 
Hood before him. 9. And lie laid unto them, What 
advice give ye, that we may return anfvver to this people, 
which have" fpoken to me, faying, Eale fomewhat the 
yoke that thy father did put upon us ? 10. And, the 
young men that were brought up with him, fpake unto 
him, faying, Thus (halt thou anfwer the people that 
fpake unto thee, faying, Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it fomewhat lighter for us : "thus 
fhalt thou fay unto them, My littlejfa^tr lhall be thicker 
than my father's loins. 11. For whereas my father put 
a heavy yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke: 
my father chaflifed you with whips, but I will chaflife 
yoic with fcorpions. 

We may obferve here, 

I. That the wifeft and bell cannot give every body content. Solomon 

enriched and advanced his kingdom, .did all (one would think) that could 
be done lo make them happy and eafy; and yet either he was indifcrect in 
burdening (hem with thctmpolition of taxes and fervices, or at lea ft there 
was fome colour of reafon to think him fo. No man is perfectly wife* It 
is probable it was when Solomon had declined from God and his duty, lhat 
his wifdom failed him, and God left him to himfclf lo act thus impoliticly. 
Even Solomon's treafures were exhaufted by his Icve of women ; and it is 
probable it was to maintain them, and their pride, luxury, arid idolatry, 
lhat he fqueezed his fubjecV. 

S, That 
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Chap, xr. 
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2- THt turbulent and ungrateful f pulls will find fault Willi the govern- 
ment* and complain of fjrievanccA, when they have very lit t let realm) 
do fr. Had I hey nut peace in Solomon's Hints? Never plundered by i 
va«ers, as formerly, never put in leaf by the alarms of wnr, nor ohligcrf 
t& jeopard their lives in the high place* of the field. Mad Ihey nor p/euivr 
Meat enough, and money enough, what would Ihry more f O Jhiluwii 
nwtiiim, bona Ji Jim norint ! And yet they complain, that Solonmn made 
their yoke grievous. If any complain thus at the yoke ol Chnft, that 
ihey may have a pretence lo break ins hands in fender, and call away his 
cords from them, we are fure he never gave them any caule at all fur tint 
complaint, whatever SoJomon-did. His yoke is eafv, an I ois burden iijjlit, 
He never mudc usjtrve with art offering, nor wearied us with inveaje. 

3. That many ruin thcmfelv*-*. and their inteieftt, by tramfding upon, 
and provoking their inferior*;; Rehoboam thought, becaufe hr walking, 
be could king it as well as bis father had done, have what he would. ;md 
do what lie would, and carr> all before him; but though he uoie hi< fa- 
ther's crown, he wanted Ins father's head*piece, and ought to have rnnfi- 
dcredj thai beniganuiher man from what his father was, heoti^htio take 
other m*Mfur**s; fireh a wife man as Solomon may do as he will, Juii Inch 
a fool a-> K-ho'uum mufl do as he can. The high mettled her e may be 
kicked and (purred by him that has the art of managing him, but d an un- 
ikilful horf\i)4i] do it, it is al his peri!. Rehoboam paid dear lor threat* 
ping and talking big, and thinking to carry it with a high hand. It was 
Job's wiftMm as well a* his virtue, that he defpifed not the caafe of hisvinn- 
jcrvunt f ov muid- JbrvaiU 9 when they argued with \um t JabKXXU 13. but heard 
them patiently, confidered their reafnns, and gave Ihem a foil anfwt-r: And 
the like lender contiderulion of tliofe in fubjeflion, and a forwardness to 
make (hem eafy, will be theconitort and prailcufall in authority, mi church, 
ftntc, and families. 

•K That moderate counfels are generally wifeft and heft* Gentlenefs will 

do 

boam'> oat experience 
kind to thin people, and pica I v them, amlfpeukgaodtuurdsto than, and thou art 
fare of them lor ever. Good words cult nothing but a little felf-tlen.al, 
and yet the) purchafe great things. 

•j.-That God fusils the cuunfeJs of his own wjfdom oftentimes by infa- 
tuating men, and giving Ihem up lo the counfels o» their own U.Wy. No 
more need* be done to* ruin men, than lo leave (hem to ihemlelves, and 
their own priile and pailion. 

12. So Jeroboam and all the people came to Reho- 
boam on I he third day, as the king bade, faying, 
Come again to me on the third day. 13. And the king 
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what violence will not do ; moll penplu love to be fpolcen fuir, Kcho- 
tm'< o'd experienced ctmnfellors clireclecl him t«i this methucl, rcr, 7. He 



anfivcrcd them roughly; and king Rehoboam fori'ook 
the counfel of the old men. J 4. And anivvered them 
after the advice of the young men, faying, My father 
.made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto : my 
father chaitiied you with whips, but 1 will chajlife you 
with fcorpions. 15. So the king hearkened not unto 
the people, for the caule was of God, that the LORD 
might perform his word which he fpakc by the hand 
of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the fon of Nebat. 
16", *| And when all ifrael fazv that the king would 
not hearken unto them, the people an five red the king, 
laying, What portion have we in David? and we have 
none inheritance in the ion of Jefles every man to your 
rents, (> Ifrael: ami now, David, fee to thine own houfe. 
So all Ifrael went to their tents. 17. But as for the 
children of Ifrael that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Re- 
hoboam reigned over them. IS. Then king Reho- 
boam lent Hadoram that zoas over the tribute, and the 
children of Ifrael ttoned him with (tones, that he died: 
but king Rehoboam made fpeed to get him up to his 
chariot to rice to Jeruialem. If). And Ifrael rebelled 
again It the houfe of David unto this day. 

We may I cam here, 

I. That when public affairs are in a ferment, violent proceedings do but 
make ill worfe. Hough anfwers (1'ucli as Kelmboum here K :ivt *) {, ° out ! 
Jlir up anger, and bring oil to the flames. The pilot has need ui fleer flemdy I 
in a ftorm. Many have been driven to the milWiud ih<-y did not intend, J 
by being "too feverely dealt wilh lor what they did intend. 

*l. That whatever the devices and deflgns of men aie. G«d is by all doing 
bis own work, and fulfilling ihe work which he has ipuken, not one jot 
or little of which fliall fall to the ground. The caufe of the king's wilful, 
nefs and incogitancy was God, thai he might perform the ziord tshieh he 
Jpake by Abijalt, vcr. 15. This does not at nil excufe Rehoboam Vs folly, 
norlcfTen the guilt of his haughtinefs and palTion, that God was pleafed to 

ferve liis own ends by it. 

3. That worldly- wealth, honour and dominion, are very uncertain thing-;. 
Solomon reigned over till ljracl, and one would think had done enough to 
iecure the monarchy in tire to his family for many ages, and )Cthc is fcarce 
cold in his grave, before ten of the twelve; tribes finally revolt from his 
fon. All the good fervice.*: he had done for Ifrael are now forgotten, What 
portion have we in David ? Thus is the government of Chrift cafl otF by 
many, notwithstanding all he hath done to oblige the children of men for 
ever to himfelf ; they fay, We will not have this man to reign over us. But 
their rebellion will certainly be their ruin. 

4. *lW God often vifus the iniquity of the father* upon the children. 
Solomon forfakes God, and Iherefore not he but his fun after him is for- 
f'aken by the greater* part of his people. Thus God, by making the penal 
confequences of his fin to laft long, and vilibly to continue alter ihe tinner's 
death, would give an indication of its malignity, and perhaps lome intima- 
tion of the perpetuity of its puniflimcnt. He that fins agninft God, 
not only wrongs his foul, but perhaps wrongs his feed more than he 
thinks of. 

5. That when God is fulfilling his ihreatenings, he will take care that at 
the fame time his promifes do not fall to the ground. When Solomon's ini- 
quity is remembered, and for it his fon lofeih ten tribes, David's piety is*.not 
forgotten, rjor the promife made to him, but for the fake of that his grand- 
ion had two tribes preferved to him. The failings of the faints fliall not 
fruflrate any promife made to Chrift their head. They fliall be chafttfed, 
but the covenant not broken, PjhL Ixxxix. 33, 
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H't? are hare going on with the hi/lory of Rehoboam. ( I . ) XFis at- 
tempt to recover the ten tribes he had lojl , and the letting fall of 
that attempt, in obedience to the divine command t vvc . I — 4. (2.) 
J J ts Jit cce/sful endeavours to prcferve the two tribes that remained \ 
ver. 5 — 1 2. (3. 1 There/art of the prieflsand Levites to him, vcr. 
. 115 — 17. (4.) An account oj his wives and children, ver. IS— -23. 

1- A ND when Rehohoam was come to JerufaJem, 
M\. he gathered of the houfe of Judali and Benja- 
min, an hundred and fourfcore thou fund chofcu mm 
which were warriors, to light againlt Ifrael, that he 
might bring the kingdom again'to Rehoboam. 2. But 
the word of the LORD came to Shcmaiah the man 
of God, faying, S. Speak unto Rehoboam the fon of 
Solomon king of Judah, and to all Ifrael in Judah and 
Benjamin, faying, 4. Thus faith the LORD, Ye fhall 
not go up, nor fight ngainft your brethren : return every 
man to his houfe, for this thing is done of "me. And 
they obeyed the words of the LORD, and returned 
from going againft Jeroboam. 5. % And Rehoboam 
dwelt in Jerufalem,and built cities for defence in Judah. 

6. He built even Beth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, 

7. And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Ailullum, 8. And 
Gath, and Mare/hah, and Ziph. 9. And Adoraim, aud 
Lachifh, and Azekah, 10. And Zorah, and Aijalon, 
and Hebron, which are in Judah, and in Benjamin, 
fenced cities. 11. And he fortified the ftrong-holds, 
and put captains in them, and ttore of vidtuals, and of 
oiJ and wine. lid. And in every feveral city he put 
/hields and fpcars, and made them exceeding thong, 
having Judah and Benjamin on his fide. 

Mti;v the ten tiihcs defer (ed the houfe of David, we road in ihe foregoing 
chsipfcr; they \ym\ formerly fuL foofe to thai family, I Sam. XX* I, 2. *.nd 
now thuy ^j'ncc threw it o/F; not confiderin^ how much if would nuakeu 
ihe common infereft, and lake Ifrael down from the pitch of glory, to which 
it iv a < arrived in the laft rei^n. But thus the kingdom muft be correfted 
a> well j*s the hotjfe ol David. 

1. Rehohoarnal length, like a bold man, raifes an army, wilh a deii^n 
to reduce ihe revellers wr. I. Judah and Benjamin were not onl y r*m 
folved to continue their allegiance to him, but ready lo give him the bert 
a ffi fi a nr e ih*-y could for the recovery of his ritfhL Judali was tits own iribe, 
that owned him fbme years before the reft did ; Benjamin was the tribe in 
which ji-fufaiem or the grealcft part of it Hood, which perhaps was one 
reafon vvhv that tribe clave to hinu 

2. Vol like a confeientious man, when God forbad him to profecute this 
defign, in obedience lo him he let it fall ; either b'»rau(c* fie reverenced 
the divine authority, or becaufe he knew he (hould not profper if he lliould 
go contrary lo God's command, but inrtead of retrieving what was loft, 
would be in danger of lofing what he had. It \< dangerous undertfikin^ 
any thuiji, hut efpecial/v underfakinc; a war conlrar) to the w;fl of God. 
God calls him, ver. :l. litle>bonm thejhn of Solomon^ to intimate (his tva* de- 
termined for the tin of Solomon, and it would be lo no purpofc lo oppofe 
a decree (hat was gone forth* They obeyed the ivords of the Lard, and 
though it looked mean, and would turn to their reproach among their 
neighbour*, yet becaufe Cod would have it lo, Ihey laid down their 
ariiiA. 

'J. Like a difrrect man be fortified his own country, fie faw it \vjs lo 
no purpofe to think of reducing tbofe that were revolted ; a lew good words 
might have prevented their defection* but now all die forces ol Jm king- 
dom cannot bring them back ; the thing is done, and fo tl mid? it is 
his v\ildom to make the beft of it. Perhaps the fame young counfeJ/nrs 
that had advifed him to anfvver Ihem roughly, urged him to tight litem, 
notwithstanding thedivine inhibition, but he had paid dear enough tor being 
mlvifed by them, and therefore now we may fuppufe bis aged and experi- 
enced coutdellon were hearkened to, and ihey advifed him to fubrnit to 
the will of God concerning what was lull, but to make it ins bufim-ft to 
keep what he had. It is probable it was by their advice tiut, [\:) Ho 
fortified bis frontiers, and many of the principal ciliea of his kingdom, 
v\hit h in Solomon's peaceable reign no care had been taken for the defence 
of. (2.) He furniflied Ihem with good ftorc of victuals und arms, rcr. I K 
12. Becaule God forbad him lo tightj he did not therefore lit do*m luljen* 
and fay he would do nothing for the public lafety, if he might not do that; 
but prudently provided againft an attack. They that may not be conque** 
rors yet may be builders. 

13. *jj And the priefts and the Levites that were in 
all Ifrael, reforted to him out of all rheir coafts. 14. 
(For tlie Levites left their fuburbs, and their poilc/Tion, 
and came to Judah and Jerufalem : for Jerobqam and 
his fons had call them off from executing the priefts 
office unto the LORD, 15. And he ordained him 
priefts for the high-places, and for the deviis, and for 
the calves which he had made.) 16. And after them 
out of ail the tribes of Ifrael, iuch as fee their hearts 
to feck the LORD God of Ifrael, came ^ to Jerufalem, 
to facrihee unto the LORD God of their fathers. 17. 
So they ftrengthened the kingdom of Judah* and made 
Rehoboam the Ton of Solomon ftrong, three years : for ' 
three years they walked in the way of David and Solo- 
mon- 90 18. And Rehoboam took him Maiialarh the . 
daughter of Jerimoth the fon of David to wife* a?id 
Abihail the daughter of Eliab the fon of Jefle : J9. 
Which bare him children; Jeufh, and Shemariah, and 
Zaham* 20. And after her, he took Maachah the daugh- 
ter of Abfalom, which bare him Abijah, andAttai, and 

. 9 B Ziza 
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Ziza,andShelomith. fcl.And Rehoboam loved Maachah > 
the daughter of Abfalom above all his wives and his con- 
cubines: (for he took eighteen wives, and threefcore con- 
cubines, and begat twenty and eight ions and threefcore 
daughters.)- 22. And Rchoboam made Abijah the Ton of 
Maachah the chief, to be ruler among bis brethren: for 
he tkought to make him king. 2;J. And he dealt wifely, 
and dilperfed of all his children throughout all the coun- x 
tries of Judah and Benjamin, unio every fenced city : 
and he gave them victual in abundance: and he defired 
many wives. 

See here, 1. How Rchoboam was firengihened by (lie ac'ceflion of the 
prieflK and Lcviles, and ail Ihe devout and pious Ilraeliies to him j even 
all thai were true to their Gpd, and their icligion. 

1 . Jeroboam caft them off; z. c. He let up fucli a way of worlhip as he 
knew they could not in conference comply with, which obliged them to 
withdraw from his altar, and at the fame time he would not allow them to 
go up to Jcrulalcm to worfliip at the altar there; fo that he totally caft them 
off from executing the priejl's office, ver. !•!•• And very willing he was they 
mould turn themfelves out of their places/ that room might be made for 
ihofe fcandalous paltry fellows which he ordained prUftsJ'or the high places, 
ver. 15. Compare 1 Kings x\\. 31. No marvwl if he (hat call oft" God, 
caft oil* his miniftcrs; they were not tor his pur pole, would not do what- 
ever he bid them do, would not J'erve his God, nor warjhip the golden imuge 

which lie had Jet up. 

2. They thereupon left their juburbs and pnjpjftaus, ver. 1 k Out «f the 
lot of each tribe, the Levilus had cities allowed them, where they were com- 
fortably provided fur, and had Opportunity of doing miu*h good. But 
now they were driven out of all their cities, except Uiule in Judah and Ben- 
jamin: one would think their maintenance well It-Mlcd. and yet they loll: it. 
it was a comfort to them, that the law fu often told them the Lord was their 
inheritance; and fo the) fhould find him» when they were turned out of 
their houfe and harbour. But why did they leave iJ-.eir poffeflions ? (J..) 
Ei caufe they faw they could do no good amonjj their neighbours, in whom, 
now Jeroboam fti up hi* calves, the oM proneneft to idolatry revived. 
(2.) Becaufe they themfelves would be in contirual temptation, to fome 
bale compliances, and in danger of being drawn iiilenlibly to that which 
was evil. If we pray in hncerity not to be led into temptation, we will 
get and keep as faft as we can out of the way of it. Becaufe if they 
retained their integrity, they had rcalon to expect pcrfecution from Jero- 
boam and his "ions : The pneits they made for the devils, would not let the 
Lord's priofls be long among them. No ferulnr advantages what foever 
fliould draw us thither, or detain us there, t\ here we are in danger of making 
thipwreck of faith und a good coul'cience. 

3. They came to Judah and JeruJIdcm^ ver. and prejinted themfdves 
to Rchoboam, ver. 13. marg. Where Ihould God's priells and Leviles be, 
but where his altar was ? Thither they came, becaufe it was their bufinefs 
to attend at the times appointed. (I.) It was a mercy to them that they 
had a place of refuge to llee to, and that when Jeroboam caft them off, there 
were ihofe fo near that would entertain them and bid them welcome, and 
they were not forced into the lands of the heathen. {'>.) It was an evidence 
they loved their work belter than their maintenance, in that they lift their 
fuburbs and pojfejfions in the country, where they might have lived at ealc upon 
(heir own, becaufe they were retrained from' ferving God there, and calt 

. themfelves upon God's providence and the charily of their brethren, to 
come there where they might have the free enjoyment of God's ordinance--, 
according to his inftitution. Poverty in the way of duty is to be chofen 
rather than plenty hi the way of Jin. Better live upon alms, or die in a 
prtfon with a good confeience, than roll in wealth and pfeafurc with a pro- 
stituted one. (3.) It was the wifdom and praife of Rchoboam and his peo- 
ple, that they bid him welcome, though the) nmwled themfelves perhaps 
to make room for them. Coufcienliooj rclugeo will bring a bh -thing along 
will: them to thecouniries that entertain them, as they h ave a curie be- 
hind litem with thole that expel them. Open j/c the gnUs, thutthe righteous 
nation that kcepcth truth may enter in j it will be good policy : fee Jj'a. xxvi. 
i, 'J. 

+. When the priefts and Lcvites came to Jcrutyvm, all the devout pious 
Ifraelites of every tribe followed them ; Inch as jit the r hearts to jcclc the 
Lord God of Jj'rael, that made confeience of their duly to God, and w ere 
iincere and relolute in it, they left the inheritance ol their lather 1 ;, and 
went and took houfes in Jerulalcm, that they might have free accefs to 
the alt jr of God, and be out of the temptation to worfliip the calves, 
ver. 16. Note, I. That is belt lor us that is belt for our fouls; and, in 
all our choices, advantages for religion mult lake place of all outward con- 
veniences. '2. Where God's faithful priefts are, his faithful people (hould 
be. If Jeroboam caft off God's minifies, every true-born Ifraelite will 
think himfelf obliged lo own ihem and Hand by them. J'orja/ce not the 
J.evite, the out-cafi Levite, as hug us thou livrjl. When the ark removes, 
do you remove and go after it, Jnfh. iii. J. 

6. They ftrengthened the kingdom of Judah, ver. 17. not only by Ihe 
addition o I fo many perfons lo it, who, it is likely, brought what they 
could of their effects with Ihem, but by their piety and their prayers they 
piocureda ble fling upon the kingdom which was a fancluary to them*; fee 
Zech. kit. 5. It is the inlercft of a nation lo protect and encourage reli- 
gion end religious people, and adds more than any thing to its ftrength. 
They made him and his people Jlrong three years; for fo long as they xcalhed 
in the, way of David and Solomon, their good way; but when they for look 
that, and lo threw themfelves out of God's favour and protection, thebeft 
friends they had could no longer help to ftrengthen them. We retain our 
ftrength while we Hick, lo God and our duly, and no longer. 

2. How Rchoboam was weakened by indulging himfelf in his pleafures. 
He defired many wives, as his father did, ver. '23. yet, (I .) In this he was 
more wile than his lather,- that lor aught appears he did not marry with 
flrangc wives; Ihe wives that are mentioned here were not only daughters 
of llrael, but of the family of David; one was a defcendant from Eliab, 
David's brother, r«vT§. another from Ablalom (that Abfalom, it is fup- 
pofed, who was) David's fon, rer. 20. another of Jeremoth David's fon. 
(2.) In this he was more happy than his father, that he had many Ions and 
daughters ; whereas we read not of more than one fon that his lather had. 
One can fcarce itnngtne he had no more ; but no more that were worth 
mentioning, whereas leveral of Rehoboam's Ions are here named, to*. 19. 
20. as men of note, and fuch active men, that he thought it his wifdom 
ludifperje them thfimghout the countries of Judah and Benjamin, ver. 23. either, 
(1.) That they might not be rivals with his fon Abijah, whom he deflgned 
for his fuccelfor: or rather, (2.) Becaule he could repofea confidence in 
them, for (he preferring of the public peace and fafely, could truft them 
with the fenced cities, which he took care to have well victualled, that 
they might fland him in ftcad in cafe of an igyafion. Thus he that dealt 
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foolifhly at firft, dealt wifely afterwards in his afTair.s. After«wf*dom is 
belter than none at all; nay. they fay, *' Wit is never good till i: is boighl." 
Though his was dear bought with the lot's of a kingdom. 

■ * 

C H A P. XII. 

This chapter gives zts a more full account of the reign of Rehaboanl 
thanxve had before in Kings, and it is a very melancholy account 
inethinksxve arc in the book of 'Judges again; for, (!.) /?<?// obottni 
and his people did evil in the fight of the Lord, ver. I. (2.) God 
thereupon fold them, into the hands of Shi/hak A big if Egypt, who 
greatly oppre [fed them,\\i\\ 2—4. (3.) Godfent a prophet' to them, 
to expound to them the judgment, and to call them to repentanee, 
ver. 5. (4.) They thereupon humbled themlidves^vor.6. (5.) God 
upon their repentance turned from his anger, ver. 7. 12. and yet 
left them under the marks' f his dijjttettfuve, ver. 8— I 1. Lajtltj, 
Here is a general cha racier of Rchoboam and his reign, with Uit 
eonelajion of it, ver. 13— -16. 

I. A ND it came to pal's when Rehoboam had efta- 
il bltfhed the kingdom, and had Itrengthened him- 
felf, he : forfook the law of the LORD, and all Ifraei 
with him. 2. And it came to pafs that in the fifth 
year of king Rchoboam, Shifliak king of Egypt came 
tip again It Jerufalem (becaufe they had tranfgreiled 
againtt the LORD,) 3. With twelve* hundred chariots, 
and threefcore thou fan d horfemen: and the people were 
without number that came with him out of Egypt; 
the Lubims, and Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. 4. 
And he took the fenced cities which pertained to Judah, 
and came lo Jerulalcm. 5. ^] Then came Shemaiah 
the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes of Judah 
that were gathered together to Jertilalnn becaufe of 
Shifliak, and faid unto them, Thus laiih the LORD 
Ye have forfaken me, and thereto I alfo left 

you in the hand of Shifhak. 6. Whereupon the princes 
of Ifracl, and lite king humbled themfelves, and they 
faid, The LORD is righteous. 7- And when the 
LORD faw that they humbled themfelves, the word 
of the LORD came to Shemaiah, faying, They have 
humbled themfelves, therefore 1 will not drflroy them, 
but I will grant them fome deliverance, and my wrath 
(hall not be poured out upon Jerufalem by the hand 
of Shifhak. 8. Nevertheless, they Ihnll be his fcrvants; 
that they may know my fervicc; and the ferviee of the. 
kingdoms of the countries. 9. So Shifhak king of 
Egypt came up againtt Jerufalem, and took away the 
trea hires of the houfe or' the LORD, and the treafures 
of the king's houfe, he took all: he carried away aifo 
the/hields of gold which Solomon had made. 10. In- 
ilead of which king Rehoboam made fhields of brals, 
and committed them to the hands of the chief of thfe 
guard, that kept the entrance of the king's houfe. IJ. 
And when the king entered into the houfe of the LORD. 

theguard came and fete bed thenvand brought ihem again 

into the guard-chamber. And when he humbled 
himfelf, the wrath of the LORD turned from him, 
that he would not d elt toy him altogether : and alfo in 
Judah things went well. 

j [True! *n< very mucli difcracH and weakened by being divided itttottvo 

• kingdoms; yet iho icin^riom of Judah having oolli lli« temple and tii<* eosal 

• city, both ol the honlu of David and (he houfr of Airm:, mi^ht have tftine 
1 very well il lliey had eonlinuecJ in the way ol ihcir duty; bill here we have 

all out of order there. 

1 . Roliohnam and his people Jefl God. \Avfurfook the law of the Lord, 
and lo in effect forfook God. and all Ij'rad u'/th him, ver. I. He had hi'; 
happy trienmunj, when he walked in the way of David ami Solomon, 'chap. 
xi. 17. but it expired, and he grew rem if* in the worfhip of God ; in what 
inftanccs we are not told, but he fell ollj and judah with him here called 
Ifraei, becaufe they walked in ihe evil ways which Jeroboam had drawn 
the kingdom of ffrael into. TUU he did xvftcn hS had cftahlifhed the kin/,' * 
dom, andjlrengdtened himjclf ; as long as lie i bought his throne tottered, he 
kept to his duly, ihat he might make God hi-? friend; but when he found 
it flood pretty linn, he thought he had nn more occa/ion for religion, he wa« 
fafe enough without hi thus the prqfperity of fords dtjlroysthem. Jetiturntt 
waxed fat und kicked. When men profper and arc in no apprckendun of 
troubles, lh«*y are ready to fay to God, Depart from u*i. 

2. God prefenily hi aught trouble upon ihem, to awaken ihem, and re- 
cover them to repentance before their hearts were lir.rdened. It wa< but in 
the fourth year of Rehoboam, that they began to corrupt themfVKos, and in 
the fifth year the king of Egy pi came up againft them wilha va ft army, took 
thejenced cities of Judah, and came up agninfl Jerujalcm, ver. 2, 3, 4-. Thi\ 
great calamity coming upon Ihem fo loon after they began to dclcrt the 
worfliip of God, by a hand they hud little reafun to lufpeel, having had a 
great deal of friendly correfpnndence with Egypt in the laft reign, and coin- 
ing with fo much" violence, that all the fenced cities of Judah, which Rcho-. • 
beam had laiely fortified and garrifoned, and on which he relied much for 
the fafety of his kingdom, preler.tly fell in to the hands of the enemy with- 
out making any reli fiance, plainly (hewed that it was of the Lord, becaufe 
they had iranfgrcffed againlt him. 

.3. Left ihey mould not readily f or not rightly underfland the meaning 
of this providence, God by the word explains the rod, ver. 5. When the 
princes of Judah were all met at Jerufalem, probably in a great-council of 
war, to concert sneafures for their own (ufely in this critical juncture, he 
fent a prophet to them, the fame that had brought them an injunction from 
God not to fight again ft ihe ten tribes, c/iep.xi. 2. Shemaiah by name, and 
he told them plainly the reafon why Shifliak prevailed ugaiuft them, was 
not becaufe they had been impolitic in the raanagemeut of their afiuirs, 

which 
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which primps the princes hi the corigrefs were enquiring mlo Hie f nftanm 
firfl^ve'him Gud - G ° d ™ cr any, tifl Ly 



Chap. xrn. 



it favin* rC f n "7* *1. ,ln ' a,,d P al,en,, > "accepted Ihe puniuunent if 
ill r a*i , S n 3't'°!"> ver. 6. ivehave none lo blarne but ourfelves • 

^Mhe r^: h ? t J ud * elh : Tl,« it becomes " us when we are 
under (he rebukes of providence to uftifyGod, and judge ourfelves: even 

ft? « 1 be P rS ^ ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ bfc h " rt " 

rav^f" !!? ?L ofefl !. 0n ' hCy . made of rc P«"^nce, God (hewed .hum f ,me 

f«« «r ft • J em ,r0m ruin > a » d > et ^ them under fome remaining 
icarsof he judgment, lo prevent their revolt again. 

i. God in mercy prevented the dertruclion (hey were now upon Hie brink 

th'^fr . a V n a " d r "V rt ; via ° rious arm >' as S!,in,ak ,,atf > l»vinK made 
them elves mnflers of all the fenced ci.h>s, what other could be expecTd but 

»Li C Sl r U n y ; a '. K . ! CVen JprufaI <"» in a little time be 

lt£L* Ut ; vhe " God lai,l > U**JhaUtlte proud «aves be flayed; the moft 
threatening force ftrangely dwindles and becomes impotent: Here again the 

SSSJa&'SP when he comes to Jerufalem is forbidden lodeflrSy (hat; 
my vjruthJhiUnot be poured out upon Ja-ujidem, nut at this time, nor by fus 
hand, not utterly to deflroy it. ver, 7, 1 2. Note, Thofe that ac knowledge 
God righteous ,n afihamg them, (hall find him gracious. They thai hum- 
E?fe CbemfcJvcs before him (lull find favour with him. So ready is (he God 
or mercy lo take the fir ft occail.m lo ll.ew mercy. If we have humb'ed 
hearts under humbling providences, the afiliftion ha* done ils work, and it 
fliall either be removed, or the property of it altered. 

2. He granted Ibem fome deliverance; pot complete, but in pari, gave 
them femw advantages againft the enemy, fo that thev recru.Vd a hide 
C<nc (hem deliverance J or a Utile vJdle. fo fome. They reformed hut par- 
v llV 1 e r' ,nIC ' roon f^Pfi-K »R»in 4 andas their reform:, ion 

2„ // T r Ycl . il is ,ai ^^- '2. Sn Judah thi,^ 

uau ivelt, and began to look will, a better lace, (1.) m refpeel of ph-iy • 

there were good thing, in Judah, fo it i s in the margin. Good minifies 

good people, good (a.mlies, who .were made heller by (he calamities ot 

fmm. T'.'V; t , 0tL *' . X " , " U4 * « rcaC camipiion and degeneracy, it h 
fome comfort if there be a remnant among whom good tiling are found 
ami that is ground ot hope to [I, , acl. (a ., hfrefped of prolperhy ; n h 
bmgs w, :n , ,|l when all the fenced ei.ies wee taken, ier. 4 but wl e 

Mote, II things do not K o f«> well as we cm I.I w i(l M et wehave reafon to .-ike 
nonce ol ,t with thankfulnefs. if they he.ler than likely, better i n .iu-y 
ha ve gene, or better than we peeled ur deferved, and to God's .oodnets 
« lie do but grant us fome deliverance. 



no tt:> tear to feck the Lord, See what (he fault is laid upon; I. f J c did 
no rerve the Lord. becaufe he did not feek the Lord; he did not pray/ £ 
Solomon did, for wildom and grace: would we pray better, we Hi mid be 
every way l,,„,r Or he did not confult the word of God, did „ £ 
16 thai as h« oi uC le, nor take directions from that. 2. He made no, lm^ 
of his religion, hecaufe he did not fel his heart lo it ; never minded u w j h 
any clolenefs ot application, had never any hearty difpofiiion to it. n " 
ever came up to a Heady refolulion in it. What little goodnefs he had it 
palled away like the morning c |„ ttd . And t | ieretor<J he ^ id u9n becauf ^ , 

was never determined for that which was good. Tlude are eafily drawn by 

;;'wV^ any ' r V u° ? re wavtfri °K a »'l incohflnnt in that which is good* 
and are never peifuaded lo make religion their bufmefc. 

c II A P. xiii. 

n e Arir « much fuller account of the reign Abijuh. 
Junjj Lchohoam, than xcc had in the Kinzs. Thlre ic found 
fl at his characlcr was no better than his father's, he walked in 
the fins of Ins father, and his heart was not ritrht with God I 
Ji iHffs x v. 2 3. , But here xvefind him more brave and /hecefshd 
zn rear than his j at her x.as. He reigned but three years, and 
chiefly famous Jo r a glorious victory he obtained over the 
.forces oj Jeroboam. Here is, ( f .) The armies brought into. the 
Ji rid on both jiJes ver. 3. (2.) The mnonftrance which Ahijak 



, tfiC 



1ST? V 111 ihe ei S hte cnth year of king Jeroboam 
X^J be«ran Abijah to reign over Judah. i>. He 
reined three years m Jerufalem : (his mother's name 
alfo zctts Alichaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibcah) 
and there was war between Abijaii and Jeroboam y 
And Abijah let the battle in array, with an army of 
valiam men ot war, even four hundred thoufand ehbfen 
men : Jeroboam alio fct the battle in array againit him 
witli eight hundred thoufand ehofen men, being mighty 



3. Yet he left ihcm lo fmart finely by Hie hand of Shifli ,k. both in ! !? e " °* . Va,ou ""\ 1 And Abijah ltood upon mount 

l n 1 V s:k]lb ' C-) 1 " their ifety, rcr. s. Thy J femarauii, which is in mount Ephraim, and laid 
u rd^S' ; '; -A- 1 h » ^ ! «e f thou Jeroboam, and all UraeJ r, Ot^h 



It liv h^Tr^l ^ A ^r?' " f Comtric *- They complained 
L , /]' ? f ' ,e ftr,cln V fs ot r the . ir ^Kfcn, and therefore/,;^ /Ae 

?; ' v «r I ;, bc ; caufti l,,e y lhou g ,u il a y° ke lo « hid and t«o 

heavy upon them : Well, faith God, let them meml their fervice if they 

can; let the neiPUbounnw nrSnnoc n J« il...— Ml., r. .1... ./ 



"t? / V J.f' !° me I,,,nk lsll,e meaning of thai, lizek. xx 'H on 
tecjntfe they defaM my Mutes, /gave than jlalutes that vere not • W.NoTe 
J. The more God s lerv.ee is compared with other (ervice S the more eafy 
and reafonable it vy.il appear. 2. Whatever ditficulti'-s or hardlhip, we maV 

go through them than to expnfe ourlelves lo the punifluiirire of dilobe- 
dience. Are (be laws of temperance thought hard r The t ft'.-cU of intern- 
perance will be much harder. The fervice of virtue is perfect Ubei ly ; the 
iirvtce of lufl is peifedl flavery. 1 > ' 

td*d 5" lheif *.f a,UK Thek'ingof Kgypt plundered butlr the temple and 
the exchequer, the lreafur.es «| both w Inch Solomon left very fall, be he 
tookthem amy, yea, betook „//, all he could lay his hands on, ver. 9 Thai 

mL .l ? am r '-° r ' Drf r ,d a " d Sw,OB, »n. ^ m the way of God 

holt iMTfclTt.H ^ W r ar A a ! ld ,hC0M,Cr by ™««andfce. but Reho-' 
boam, that forfook (he law of God, emptied them. The taking away of 

he golden fine ds, and the fubftituling of bralen ones in their place. Ier. 
J, 10, 1 J. we had an account of before, I Kings xiv.25, 2o, 27, 2S. 

13. f So king Rchoboam flrenglhcned himfelf in Te- 
rn frl em, and reigned: for Kehoboam zcis one and forty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned feven- 
tcen years m Jerufalem, the city which the LORD had 
ehofen out of all the tribes of JfracJ, to put his name 
there: and his mother's name rev/.? Naamah an Ammo- 
nitcis. 14. And he did evil, becaufe he prepared not 
his heart to feek the LORD. 1.5. Now the a£rs of 
Kehoboam, nrtt and lafr, are they not written in the 
book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the feer 
concernrng genealogies ? And there were wars between 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam continuallv. It7. And Re- 
Jioboam flept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city or David; and Abijah his fon reigned in his 
itead. 

Thefiory of Rehoboam's rei M n is here concluded, much a^ Ihe fiory of 
tlie other reigns concludes. Two things efpecially are oblervable here, 



^. , :* w "J BO, i anamauc n n«s Dutinels to fortify that ; and there he 
re.gned feventeen years the city zuhich the Lo, d hath cbo/hn to put his name 
there. This fpeaks his honour and privilege, that he hud hi< royal feat in 
the holy city, which yet was but an a^gravaiion of his impieiy ; near the 
temple, but far from God. Frequent tkirmifhes there were betWeen his fub- 
jecls and Jeroiioam's, fucli as amounted lo continual i-.ars, ver. 13. but he 
held his own and reigned, and as it fliould fee.n, did not fo g..>fslv forfake 
the law of God as lie had done, ver, I .'in his fourth y*ar. * " * 

-ia'Jf ^JS? %vas W"^* 1 ^ fisc «i "> W» reli g J »n, rcr. 14. he never quite 
eaft off God; and yet in this he did evil, that tic prepared no:, he e„<W 



Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Urael, fi. Otiffhc 
vounotto know, that the LORD God of ifrael gave 
the kingdom over Jfrael to David for ever, even to him 
and to Ins fons by a covenant of fait? 6. Vet Jeroboam 
the ion of Ncbat, the fervant of Solomon the fon of 
David, is rifen up, and hath rebelled again 11 his lord. 
7. And there are gathered unto him vain men, the 
children or Behal, and have ftrcngthened themfelvcs 
againlt Rehoboam the Ion of Solomon, when Reho- 
boam was young and tender-hearted, and could not 
withttand them. 8. And now ye think to withftand the 
kingdom of the LORD in the iiand of the fons of 
David; and ye ben great multitude, and there are with 
you golden calves which Jeroboam made v»u for gods. 

Have ye not call out the prieits of the LOUD, the 
Ions ot Aaron, and the Levites, and have made vou 
pnelts alter the manner of the nations of uiher lands? 
to that whofocver comcth lo conleeraie himfelf with a 
young bullock and leven rams, the /it me mav be a prieii 
of iltrm that are no gods. JO. Uut as "for us, the 
LORD is our God, and we have not forlakcn him; 
and the pnetts which ni milter unto the LORD are tlie 
tons of Aaron, and the Levites zvuit upon their bulinels. 
U. And they burn unto the LORD every morning and 
every evening burnt facriiices and tweet incenie : the 
ytei'-bread alfo Jet theij in order upon the pure table, 
and the candlc-llick of gold with the lamps thereof, 
to burn every evening: for we keep the charge of the 
LORD our God? but ye haveforfaken him. VI. And 
behold, God himfelf is with us for our captain, and his 
prieits with founding trumpets to cry alarm againifc 
you. O children of Ifrael, fight ye "not iigainlt the 
LOJ^DGod of your fathers, for you ihall not profper. 

Abijah's mother was called Maachah, the daughter of Abpilom, chap. xi. 
20. here Oie is called Michaiah, ihe daughter ol Uriel. It is moll proba- 
ble, (he was a grand-daughter of Abfalom, by his daughter Tamar, 2 Sam. 
xiv. 27. and thai her immediate father was fllis Uriel. But we are bete lo 
attend Abijah into the field of battle with Jeroboam king of Ifrael. 

I. God gave him leave to engage with Jeroboam, and owned turn in it, 
though he would not permit Rehoboam to do it, chap. si. +. (1.) Jero- 
boam, it is probable, was now the aggrefTor, and what Abijah did wa< in 
his own neceflary defence; Jeroboam, it may be, happening tofurvive Re- 
hoboam, claimed Ihe crown of Judah by furvivorfhip, at leaft hoped to get 
it from this young king upon his firft acccflion lo the throne: agamft thefe 
impudent pretentions, il was bravely done of A-bijah to lake up arms, and 
God ftood by him. (2.) When Rehoboam attempted lo recover his ten, 
tribes, Jeroboam was upon his good behaviour, r.nd there nufl he fome 
trial of him ; but now he had difcovered what manner of man he was, by 
felting uri the calves, and calling off the priells. Abijah is allowed to chat- 
life him; and it doth not appear that he intended any more, whereas Reho- 
boam aimed at no left than the reducing of the ten tribes, which was con- 
trary to the counfel of God. 

2. Jeroboam's army was double in number to that of Abijah; ver. $; for 
he had ten tribes to raite an army out of; Abijah had bui two. Of both 

flde* 



Chap. XIII. 

fides it is fai'd thvy were mighty men, c ho fen men, ami valiant; hut the 
army of Judah confined of /'our hundred ihoufaml, Jeroboam's army of 
eight hundred tlioutand. Yet the inferior number proves victorious ; for 
the battle is not always to ihe lirong, imr the catd'u to the majority. 

3. Abijah, before lie fought them, reufonod willi lliem to perftiadc them, 
though not to return lo the houfe of David, that matter was- fettled by the 
»li vine determination, and he acquit feed, \cttudciift from fighting ajjainft 
fhehoufeof David. He would not have them zsithjiimd the kingdom of the 
Lord in the hands of the Jons of David, ver. S. bill at leall to he content with 
what they iiad. Note, It U good to fry rcalbn before we ufe force. If 
the point may be gained by dint of argument, better fu than by dint of 
(word. We muft never fly to violent methods till all the arts of perfuafion 
have been tried in vain. War muft be the ratio ultima regain, the laft refuge 
of injured right. Fair reafoning may do a great ileal or good, and prevent 
a great deal of inifchief: J J 'mv forcible are right xvords! Abijah was got with 
his army into the heart of their country, for he made this fpeech upon a hill 
in mount Ephraim, where he might he heard by Jeroboam and the principal 
officers, with whom, it is probable, lie de/ired to huve a treaty, which they 
eon fen ted lo. It has been ufual for great generals to make fpeech es to their 
own foldiers to animate them, and this fpeech of Abijah had a tendency 
that way, but was directed to Jeroboam and ail Ifraei. 

Two things Abijah undertakes to make out for the falisfaclion of his own 
men, and Ihe conviction of the enemy. 

I. That he had right on his fide, a Jus dhinum, an indifputable right • 
you know, or ought to know, that G od gave, the kingdom to David and his 
funs f»r ever, ver. 3. not by common providence, his ulual way of difpofing 
of kingdoms, but by acovenantof fait, a la/ting covenant, a covenant made 
by Ihcrifice, which was always fa I ted ; fo Bilhop Patrick. All Ifraei had 
owned that David was a king of God's making, and (hat. God had entailed 
the crown upon his family; fo that Jeroboam taking the crown of Ifraei 
aUfirlt was not jnfiitiable, jet it is not certain he relers chiefly to that, for 
he knew Jeroboam had. a grant from. God of the ten tribes ; but, however, 
his attempt now to diflurb the peace and p"t. r etfion of the king- of Judah 
was by no means exeufable; for when the ten tribes were given hint, two 
were referred for the houfe of David. He thews, (I.) That there was a 
great deal of difhonelly and difir.genuity m his firft letting up of himfclf. 
He rebelled again {l his' lord, who had preferred him, I A'ittgsxi. 'J3. and 
bafely took advantage of Kehohorim's w eakncf* in a critical juncture, when 
ingratitude to Ins old mafter, and in juliiee to his title, he ought rather to 
have flood by him, and helped to fecure the people in their a.'<egi«mce to 
him j than to" head a party again!! him, and make a prey of him, which 
was unworthily done, and what he could not expect to profper in. They 
that luppnrled him, he calls vain men, (a character perhaps borrowed from 
Jttdg. M» men thai did not act from any Heady principle, hut were given 
ui change, and men of Belial, that were tor [baking oft* theyokeof govern- 
ment, and letting thofe over them that vvculcl do ju It as they would have 
ihem do. (2.) That there was a great deal of impiety in his present at- 
tempt; for in lighting again ft the houfe of David, he fought againjl the 
kingdom oj the Lord, They that oppofe right, 'ippofe lh« righteous God, 
(hat fits in the throne judging right, and cannot promrfe (hcmlelvos fuccels 
in fo doing. Right may indeed go by the worlt for a time; but it will 

prevail at laft. 

'J. That he had God on bis fide. This he infills much upon, that the 
religion of Jeroboam and his army was falfe and idolatrous; but for his 
part, he and his people, the men of Judah, had the pure wnrfliip of the 
mm and living God among; them. It appears by Abijah'* character, 
I K'itigf xv. 3. that he was not himfclf truly religious and ) el here be en- 
courageth htmfelf in this war chiefly from the religion of his kingdom; lor, 
(I.) Whatever he ivas oiherwtfe, it mould feem lie was no idolater ; or, if 
he connived at the high places and images, chap. xiv. .*> — 5. yet he cou- 
ltanlly kept up the lemple-fervice. (-.) ^ Whatever corruptions there were 
in rhe kingdom of Judah, the Hale of religion among them was belter than 
in the kingdom of Ifraei, with which they were now contorting. (3.) It is 
« oinrnmi lor thofe that deny the power of godlinefs, lobosft of the form of 
tl. ( I.) It was ihecaufu of his kingdom that- he was pleading, and though 
he was not himfclf Co good as he fiiould be, yet In: hoped that for the fake 
of the good men and* good thing- that were in Judah, God v\uuld now ap- 
pear for them. Man} that have little religion (J>*iiifu|iriM ; yet have fo much 
(enfe and grn^e as to value it in others. See how he delcribcs, 

1. The apoftacy of Ifraei trorn God. you arc a gmti multitude, faith he, 
far I'uperinr to us in number*, but we need not fearjou, for you have that 
among yourlelves, that is enough lo ruin you, ihr ¥ (].) You have calves 
ior \our gods, ver. is. that arc unable to protect and help you, and will 
« ertainly engage the true aifcl living God again tl you. Thofe will be 
Aehans lrouh!er> of your camp. (-.) You have call oil 'ihe tribe of Levi, 
and the houleol Aaron, vwhum God appointed to mini Iter in holy things 
and in conformity to the cultom of the idolatrous nations, make any man a 
pricfl that has a mind to the office, and will bent the charge of the con le- 
cratio!) though never fo much a fc.uubl to (he character.. Yet Inch, though 
very unfit to be priefts, were fittefl of all to be their priefis ; for what more 
agrct-uble to gods that were n'»^nds, than priefis that were no priefts? Like 
to like, both pretenders and ufurpers. 

2. The adherence of Juilah to God. Hut as for us, (ver. W ) z c have 
not J'trfiiken Cod. Jehovah i- our God, the God of our fathers, the God of 
Ifraei, who is able to (noted us, and give us luecefs; he is with us, for we 
die k Hli him: (I.) At home in hi.-> temple, we keep his charge, ver. 10, II. 
we tvorihip no images, have no priefis but what he has ordained, no rites of 
wnrfliip hut what he has prefcribed: both the U iuple-ferviceaud the temple- 
furniture are of his appointing; his appointment we abide by, and neither 
add nor diminifb. Thcfe we have the comfort of, thole we now ftand up in 
rlie defence of; fo thai upon a religious, as well as a civil account, we have 
the belter caufe. (2.) Here in the camp, he is our captain, and wc may 
therefore be lore thai he is with us, btcaufe weare with him, ver. 12. And 
as a token of his pretence, we have here with us his priefts, founding hi* 
trumpets according lo the law, ns a teftimony againft you, and an a (ft ranee 
to us,- that in the day of battle we dial I he remembered before the Lard our God t 
iindjhved from our enemies; For fo this lacred lignal is explained, Numb. x. 9. 
Nothing more cfTeflual to embold-m men, ami put fpirit into them, than to 
be fure that God is with them, and fighteth for them. Heconcludes with 
fair warning to his enemies. Fight not aguiujl the God of your fathers : It is 
folly to fight againft the God of almighty power; but it is treachery and 
bafe ingratitude, lo fight againft your father's God, and you cannot expect 

to profper. \ 

13. *f But Jeroboam caufed an ambufh merit to come 
about behind them; fo ihe 7 y were before Judah,' and 
the ambulhment was behind them. 14. And when Ju- 
dah" looked back, behold, the' battle was before and be- 
hind: and they cried ynto the LORD, and the priefts 
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founded with the trumpets. 15. Th.cn the w .v\ of 
Judah gave a fhout: and as the men of judah flv>uted, 
it came to pais that God fmote Jeruboani and all Mrael 
before Abijah and Judah. 10. And the children q£ IU \J\ 
fled before Judah: and God delivered them into their 
hand. 17. And Abijah and his people (lew them with 

fo there fell down (lain nf Ifraei, live 
hundred thoufand chofen men. IS. Thus the children 
of Ifraei were brought under at that time, and the chil- 
dren of Judah prevailed, heeauic they relied upon the 
LORD God of their fathers. 19. And Abijah purfued 
after Jeroboam, and took cities from him, Beth-el with 
the towns thereof, and Jefhanah with the towns thereof, 
and Ephraim with the towns thereof. 20. Neither did 
Jeroboam recover frrength again in thedavs of Abijah: 
And the LORD (truck him and he died. i2L ^["But 
Abijah waxed mighty, and married fourteen wives, 
and begat twenty and two fons, and lixtecn daughters. 
'22. And the rcjl of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, 
and his fayings, arc written in the rfory of the prophet 
Iddo. 

We do not find ihnt Jeroboam ofH'rcd to mnfcu any»nf%vcr at a]J lo Aht- 
jah*s fpeech, though it was much (o ihe purpefc* he rofolved not to heed 
and there/ore fooL t-nhirn not lo hear if; he came [n !i*jht, not to difpiilo ; 
Ihe longefl fivor<i |;u (iiinks will delernjint: the mnilcr, not die better caufe: 
Let us tlierefufc l.-e the ilfuci whether right and religion carry the day 
or no. 

1. Jeroboam that fmftcd to his politics was beaten. • He was fo far from 
fair reafuoinift l hat he was not for fair fighting; we may (uppufe lie laughed 
in his lleeve at «Afiij.ih a s harangue- One JtroUgem, iJiinks ha, is worth 
Iwenly tnvh Ipetihes we will give him an anlwer prefentfy to all his argu- 
ments, heflfaM loon find Inmfelf cn erpowered with nurtib<*:$ t furrounded on 
evcrj (ide with the inJirunienl^ of death, and then let him bun-ft »f his reli- 
gion and hi- tide to ihe crown, it is probnbica parley w,k agreed on, }c?t 
Jeroiu)'un bafely lukes the advunlage of it, and while he wa* treating, tuitl 
hiynM 9 'H/h»iunt behind t hern t againfi ail ihn laws of arms, Wusil honour could 
be expecUd in a Jervunt what he reigned? Abijah wis jo* pence* but zvhf* 

hejftakc, thejf uerejor tvar f Pial. cxx # 7. 

2. Abijdi and people thiit trufted in their God enme offconqaeror?, 
uolwitnfianding the tlifproportion of iheir flrengdi and number. 

(I.) They were brought into a great Strait, put into a grea 1 lright| for 
the buttle inn befyrc and behind: A good cattfc f and winch »s defignt-d to be 
vj6lorioiJ^, iij.jj he in drlircfs, and at a plunge. Ji was l}2vid p setkiis 9 Ihcy 
compajfed me ubaut Ukt bees, P/aJ. cxnii. 10, II, ISf. ■ 

('2.) in their diJiref-s when danger was on every fide, which way fhould 
they louk hut upwards for deliverar.ee? and an unfpealcahle comfort it h 
that no enemy, not Hie mod powerful or politic, no Oratngcm or ambuflr* 
ment can cut olf o-ir communication with heaven; our way thitherward is 
always open. fl.J They cried unto the Lurd, ver. 1-k We hope (hey did 
that before they engaged in this war* bill the odirels Ihe.y were in made 
Ihem renew their p'a^ew, and quickened them lobe importunate* God 
brings his peopicimo ftraits, that he may tc.icli elicm to cry unto him. E-*r- 
ncft praying is crying. ) They relied on the Cod nf their fat Iters t depended 
upon bis power lo help tiiem, and committed thendelves to him, ver* 18. 
The prayer of laith is the prevailing prayer, and ties is dint by which vve 
overcome the world, even ourjaith % 1 John v. [:1 ) The priefts founded 
the trump* Is La animate them by giving them an nlThrancu «l God's profenry 
with them, ll was not oidy a mitrtnd but a Taered found, and put life inty 
their faith. (4. ) They fliouf ed in confidence of victory, the day i< our 
own, for God h wi h u.^. To the ccy of prayer tnev added the thou t of 
faith, and lb became more- than conqueror*. 

(3.) Tims they obiaioed a complete victory. Ai the men of Judith/hauled 
for joy in God's falvaiion, Xjodfutote Jtrnhaain ami his army utlh fuctj terror 
and aiua?.eiuenl that they could not dnke a fnoke, but fled with the grearett 
precipitation imaginable, and the conqueror* gave no quarter, fo (but they 
put to the (word five hundred thoufand oholen men, rcr. 17. more (they 
lay) than evttr we rcarl of in any hirt<o \ lohave been killed in one battle ; 
but ihe battle was the Lord's who would thus chaftife the idolatry of Ifraei, 
and own ihe houfe of David. But fee ihe fad ffteft of dtvifion: It was the 
blood of ffraehtes that was thus Ih^d like water by I fra elites, while tho, 
Jieathen. their neighbours, to whom the name of I/iael had formerly been 
a terror, cried, Ahu, Jo ice would have it. 

( L)The cqnl'cquence o» this was, thai the children of Ifraei, though they 
weie not brought back lo the houfe of David, which by fo great a blow, 
fure i bey would have bueu, had not the determinate counfel of God been 
otherwitej yet lor that time they were brought under, ver. IS. Many ci- 
ties were taken, and remained in the pofleflion of the kings of Judah ; as 
Bethel particularly, ver* 19, What went with the golden calf there when 
it came into the ban. s of the kings of* Judah, wc are not told, perhaps it 
was removed to feme placeof grealcr fafely, and at length to Samaria, flojl 
viih 5. yet in Jehu's time we find it at Bethel, 2 AVfl^s 5c. 29. Perhaps 
Abijah, when it was in his power to demolish it, Alffered it to ftand, tor 
his heart was not perject with God; and not improving what he had got toe 
the honour of God, lie foon loft it all again* 

La/lly, The death both of the conquered and of the conqueror, nollong 

after. 

!, Jeroboam never looked up after this defeat, though he jived two or 
three years after. He could not recover Jlrength again, vcr. % 20. Hot the 
Lord flruck him either with tome bodily difeale, ot which he Janguifhed ; 
or with melancholy and trouble of mind, bis heart was broke, and vexation 
at his lofs brought hi* bead, probably by this time a hoary head, with for- 
row lo the grave* He efcaped the fvvord of Abijah, but God flruck him : 
there is no efcaping his fword. 

2. Abijah waxed mighty upon it; What number of wives and children 
he had before, doib not appear; but now he multiplied bis wives to four- 
teen in all, by whom he had thirty-eight children, ver. 21, Happy is the 
man that hath his quiver full of thofe arrows. It feemshe bad ways by 
himfclf, and.fayings-of his own, which were recorded with hisafls io the 
hiftory of thofe limes, ver. 22. But the number of hi* months were cut off 
in the midft, and foon after his triumphs, death conquered Ihe conqueror* 
Perhaps he was too much lifted up with his vi (Stories, and therefore God 
would not let him live long to enjoy, the honour of ihem. 
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Tnthisdnd the two following chapters ice have the hiflory of the reign 
of slfa; a good reign, and a long one. In this chapter ice have, 
( J . ) If is piety, ver . I — 5 . ( 2. ) '// is policy, ver. C 1 — 8 . (3 . ) His 
pro/per ily, and particularly a glorious victory he obtained over a 
great arwjj of Ethiopians that came out againft him, ver. 9-^-15. 

l.QO Abijah flcpt with his fathers, and they buried 
O him in the city of David : and A fa his fon -reigned 
in his Head : in his days the land was quiet ten years. 2. 
And Afa did that which teas good and right in the eyes 
of the LORD his God. 3. For he took away the altars 
of the ftrange gods, and the high places, and brake 
down the images, and cut down the groves: 4. And 
commanded Judah to feek the LORD God of their 
fathers, and to do the law, and the commandment. 
.5. Alfo he took away out of all the cities of Judah, the 
high places and the images: and the kingdom was 
tjiuet before him. 6\ fl" And he built fenced cities in 
Judah: for the land had red, and he had no war in 

til ofc years; becaufe the LORD had given him reft. 
7. Therefore he fa id unto Judah, Let us build thefe 
cities, and make about them walls, and towers, gates, 
and bars, xzhiie the land is yet before us; becauie we 
have fought the LORD our God, we have fought him, 
and he hath given us rctl on every fide; fo they built 
and profpercd. 8. And Afa had an army of men that 
hare targets and fpenrs, out of Judah three hundred 

thoufand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and 
drew bows, two hundred and fourlcore thou fan d : all 

thefc xcera mighty men of valour. 



Here is, I . Afa*.-; genera! character, ver. 2. He did that which wat good 
and right in the eyes of the Lord his God. (I.) He aimed at pleating God; 
tiudicd lo approve himfelf lo him ; happy they ihal walk by this rule to do 
thai, -not which is right in their own eyes, or in the eyes of the world, but 
which is fo in God's eyes. ('2.) He Taw God's eye always upon him, and 
thai helped much to keep him to that which is good and right. (3.) God 
jiracioufly accepted of him in what he did, and approved it as good and 

2. A bleflcd work of reformation which he fet on foot immediately upon 
his acceflion to the crown. 

(I.) He removed and abolilhcd idolatry. Since Solomon admitted it in 
the tatter end of his reign, nothing had been done to fnpprefs it, arid fo we 
prefumeil hod got ground, ftrange gods were worlhipped, and had their 
altars, images, and groves; and (he temple fervice, though kept up by (he 
priefts, clmp. jciii. 10. was neglcclcd by many of the people. Afa, asfoon 
as he had power in his hands, made it his bufinefs tode/froy all tkofe ido- 
latrous altars and images, ver. 3 — j. they being a great provocation of a 
jealous God, and a great temptation to a carelefs unthinking people. He 
hoped by deftroying the idols to reform the idolaters, which he aimed at, 
and nol the ruin of them. 

(2.) He revived and eflabliflied the pure worfliip of God; and fince the 
prrefls did their part in attending God's altars, he obliged the people to do 
theirs, ver. 4. he commanded Judah to feck the Lord God of their fathers, and 
not the gods of the heathen, and to da the law and the commandments, i.e. to 
obfervcall divine inftitulions, which many had neglecled and sever minded. 
In doing this the land wm quiet before him, ver. 5. Though they were 
much in love with their idols, and very loth lo leave them, yet the convic- 
tions of their con fc tenet s fided with the commands of Afa, and they could 
not for fliamc hut comply with them. Note, They that have power in their 
bands, and will ufe it vigoroufly for the fuppreflion of profanenefs and the 
reformation of manners, will not meet with fo much dilHcuIlyaud oppofition 
therein as perhaps they feared. Vice is a fneaking thing, and virtue has 
reafon enough on its fide lo make all iniquity ftop her mouth, Pfat.cvii. 42. 

3. The tranquillity of his kingdom, alter too con flam alarms of war du- 
ring the hit two reigns. In his day* the land tens quiet ten years, ver. I. no 
■war with the kingdom of Ifrael, who did not recover the blow given them 
in the laft reign of a great while. Abijah's victory, which was owing under 
Ood to his courage and bravery, laid a foundation for Ala's peace, which 
was the reward of hi* piety and reformation. Though Abijah had little 
religion himfelf, he was inftrumenta/ to prepare the way for one that had a 
great deal. If Abijah had not done what he did to quiet the land, Ala 
could not have done what he did to reform it ; for inter armafiknl leges. 

4. The prudeni improvement he made of the tranquillity : The land had 
reft, for the Lord had given him reft. Note, If God give tjuiclnefs, who then 
can give trouble f Job xx.xiv. 29. Thole have reft indeed, to whom God 
gives reft ; peace indeed, to whom Chrift gives peace, not as the world 
jgiveth, John xiv. 27. Now (1.) Ala lakes notice of this reft they had, both 
as the gift of God, He hath given as rejl on every Jidc. Note, God muft be 
acknowledged with thank fulnefs in the reft we are blejled with, of body 
and mind, family and country ; and as the reward of the reformation begun. 
Becaufe zee have fought the Lord our God, he has given us rejl. Note, As the 
frowns and rebukes of providence mould be obferved for a check to us in an 
evil way, fo the fmiles of providence mould be taken notice of for our en- 
couragement in that which is good. Saul-lag. i. 18, 19. Mai. iii- 10. We 
find by experience Ihal it is good to feek the Lord; it gives us rejl; while we 
purfue the world, we meet with nothing but vexation. (2.) He con fulls 
•with his people by their reprefentatives, how to make a good ufe of the 
prefent gleams of peace Ihey enjoyed; and concluded with them, (i.)Tbat 
they muft not be idle but bufy. Times of reft from war fhould be employed 
in work, for we muft always find ourfdvesfonielhing to do. In the years 
when he had no war, he faid, let us builds ftill let us be doing. When 
the churches had refi % they were built up, A els ix. 3 1 . When the fword is 
flteathed, take up the trowel. (2.) That they muft not be fecure, but pre- 
pare for wars. In times of peace we rouft be getting ready for trouble, ex- 
pect it, and lay up in ftrwe for it. I . He fortified his principal cities with 
walls, towers, gates, and bars, ver. 7. This let us do, faith he, while the 
iand it yet before us, i. e. while we have opportunity and advantage for it* 
and have nothing to hinder. us. He fpeaks as if he expected that lome way 
or other trouble would arife, when it would be too late lo fortify* and when 
they would wifh they bad done it ; So they built and profpercd. *2.Hc had a . 
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good army ready to bring into the field, ver. 8. not a ftanding army, but 
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near as twenty-eight lo thirty, fo ftrangely had that tribe increafed of late. 
The blotting of God can make a little one to become a thcufand. It mould 
feem thefe two tribes were differently armed, both of fen iivefy and defen- 
fively. The men of Judah guarded them felves with targets, the men of 
Benjamin with fliields, the former much bigger than the latter, 1 Kings x. 
16, 17. The men of Judah fought with fpears when they clofed in with 
the enemy ; the men of Benjamin drew bows lo reach the enemy at a dif- 
lance, both did good fervice, and neither could fay to the other, I have//* 
need of thee. Different gifts and employments are for the common good. 

P.^fAnd there came out again ft them Zerah the 
Ethiopian, with an hoft of a thoufand thou fond, and 
three hundred chariots; and came unto Marelhah. 10. 
Then Afa went out again ft him, and they fet the bat- 
tle in array' in the valley of Zcphathah at Marefhah. 
II. And Afa cried unto the LOUD his God, and laid,- 
LORD, it is nothing with thee to help, whether witU 
many, or with them that have no power: help us, O 
LORD our God ; for we reft on thec, and in thy name 
we go again It this multitude: O LORD, thou arCous 
God, let not man prevail again It thee. 12. So the 
LORD fmote the Ethiopians before Afa, and before 
Judah ; and the Ethiopians fled. IS. And Afa and the 
people that were with him purfued them unto Gerar: 
and the Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could 
not recover thcmfelves, for they were deflroyed before 
the LORD, and before his hoft; and they carried away 
very much fpoii. 14. And they fmote all the cities 
round about Gerar; for the fear of the LORD came 
upon them: and they fpoiled all the cities, for there 
was exceeding much fpoil in them. 15. They fmote 
-alfo the tents of cattle, and carried away fheep and 
camels in abundance, and returned to Jerufalem. 

Here is, ). Diflurbance given to the peace of Afa'-- kingdom by a for- 
midable army of Ethiopians that invaded ihem, ver. 9, )0. Though ftiii 
they fought God, yet this fear came upon them, that their faith in God 
might be tried, and that God might have an opportunity of doing great 
things for them. It was a van number thai the Ethiopians brought againft 
htm, a thoufand thoufand men, and now he found the benefit of having an 
army ready railed againft luch a time of need." That provifion we thought 
needlefs may loon appear to be of great advantage. 

2. The application Afa made to God on occafion of this threatening 
cloud that hung over his head, ver. 1 1. He that fought God in the day of 
his peace and profperity could with holy boldnels cry to God .n the day of 
his trouble, and call him his God. His prayer is fhort but has much in it. 
(I.) He gives lo God the glory of his infinite power and fovereignty. It is 
nothing with thee to help and five, by many or few, by them that are mighty, 
or by them that have no power. See 1 Sam. xiv. G\ God works in his own 
ftrength, not in the ftrength of inltruments, Pfd.xxl. 13. nay, it is his 
glory to help the weukeft, and per/eft ftrength out of the mouths of babes and 
fucklings. We do not fay, Lord, take our pari, for we have a good army 

for thee to work by, but lake our part-?, for without thee we have no power. 
('2.) He lakes hold of their covenant-relation to God as theirs. O Lord our 
God, and again, thou art our God whom we have chofen and cleave to as 
ours, and who has promifed to be ours. (S.) He pleads ibeir dependence 
upon God, and the eye they had to him in this expedition. He was well 
prepared for it, yel trailed not to his preparation, but. Lord, tee reft on thee, 
and in thy name we go againjt this multitude, by warrant from thee, aiming 
at thy glory, and trailing to thy ftrength. (4 ) He interefts God in their 
caufc, let not man (mortal man, fo the word is) prevail againjt thee. If he 
prevail againft us, it will be laid that he prevails againft thee, becaufe thou 
art our God and we reft on thee, and go forth in thy name, which thou 
haft encouraged u«? to do. The enemy is a mortal man ; make it to appear 
wh*u an unequal match he is for an immortal God. Lord, maintain Chine 
own honour ; halloned be thy name. 

3. The glorious vi6lory God gave him over his enemies; (I. J God de- 
ferted the enemy, and put their forces into diforder, ver. 12. The Lord 
fmote the Ethiopians, fmote them with terror, and an unaccountable confter- 
nation, fu thai they fled, and knew neither why nor whither. ('2.J Ala and 
his foldiers look the advantage God gave them againfi the enemy, (I.) 
They deftroyed them. They fell before the Lord, (for who can ftand before 
him t) and before his hoft, either an invifible hoft of angeis that were em- 
ployed to deftroy them, or the hoft of Ifrael, called God's hoft, becaufe 
owned by him. (2.) Tbey tpokthe plunder of their camp; carried away 
very much fpoil from the fla in, and from the bag and baggage. ' (3.) They 
fmote the cities that were in league with them to which they lied lor fheller, 
and carried off the fpoil of them. ver. 1+. and they were not able lo make 
any refiftance,/or the fear of the Lord came upon them, i.e. a tear which God 
(truck them with lo that degree that they had no heart to withftand the 
conquerors. (4.) They fetched away the cattle out of the enemy's country 
in vaft numbers, ver. 15. Thus the wealth of the linner is laid up for the 

juft. 

CHAP. XV. 

^faandhiumnywerenowreturjiingintriump 
' with fpoils, and adorned with the trophies of victory ; the pious 
prince we maty now fuppofejiitdjjing what hefjiould render to God 
for this "real favour ; he knows the work of reformation which he 
had begun in his kingdom isnot perfected ; his e nemies abroad were 
fubdued, but there were more dangerous enemies at home that were 
yet unconqueredi idols in Judah and Benjamin ; his victory over 
the former emboldens him vigoroufly to renew his attack upon the 
latter. Noxo her ewe have y (l.yThemcJa^c7vhich.(xodJenthimb^ 
a prophet to engage him to, and encourage him w, the projecutton 
ef/iisrefo™iahoii,verA—n., (2.) Thelife which thisynejfagepu t 
into that good cattfe* and their aaingsin purjuance of it. ldolsre m 
movcdiYcr.B. The fpoil dedicated to Gtf,m.*,tO,tl; Jcovenm 
' $C mad 
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wade vith (rod, nnd a laxofor the punifJiing of idoldte rs,vcr. 

i •j i .5, ,! . / rf or mat ion at court ', v e r , 1 e . Dcdica t cd thing s 

broHffftt into the houfe if God. ver. 1 «. KYrff, the'kigh 
pi Ms awr permit ted i vcr. 17-. And the effcel of this zvas great 
•peace, vcr. 10. 

1. a ND the fplrit of God came upon Azariah the fon 
XX of Oded. <2. And he went out to meet Afa, and 
/aid unto him, Hear yeme, Afa, and all Judah and Ben- 
jamin, The LORD is with you, while yebe with him; 
and it' ye feek him, he-will be found of you: but if ye 
forfake him, he will forfake you. 3. Now tor a long 
fcafon Ifrael hath been without the true God, and with- 
out- a teaching priclt, and without law, 4. But when 
they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of 
Ifrael, and fought him, he was found of them. 5. And 
in thofe times there zvas- no peace to him that went out, 
nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon 
aJl the inhabitants of the countries.^ 6*. And nation 
was deftroyed of nation, and city of city: for God did 
vex them with all adverfity. 7. Be ye ftrong therefore, 
and let not your hands be wei*k:-for your work (hall 
be rewarded. 

It was a great bappinefc to Ifrael that they hat! prophets among them ; 
yet while they were thus bjefted they were ftrangely addicted to idolatry, 
whereas when li e fpirit of prophecy was ueafed under the fecond temple, 
and the canon of the Old Teilament was completed, which wasconftanily 
read in then- fynagogues, they were pure from idolatry, for the fcrfplures 
are of, all other the moji J'ure word of prophecy, and moft cfieetoal, and the 
church could not he fo eafily impofedupon by a counterfeit Bible, as by a 

counterfeit prophet. 

Here was a prophet fent to Afa and his army, when they returned victo- 
rious from the war with the Ethiopians, not lo compliment them and con- 
gratulate their fuccefs, but to quicken them to their duly, that is the pro- 
per bufinefs of God's m Snifters, even with princes and the grealeft of men. 
The Spirit of God came upon the prophet, vcr. I. both to inftrucl him what 
he mould fay, and to enable him lo fay it with clearnefs and boldnefs. 

J. He told them plainly upon what terms they Hood with God: let them 
not think that now they had got this victory all was their own for ever: no, 
he lets them know they were upon, their good behaviour. Let them do 

be well with them, other wife not. (1.) 77/ 



well, and it would 
ith you, while you be with him 



The Lord is 

This is both a word of comfort, that 
thofe'vvhokeep clofe lo God fiiall always have his prefence with them; and 
alfo a word of caution, he is with you while you be with him, but no longer; 
you have now a fignal token of his favourable prefence with you, but ihe 
continuance of it depends upon your perfeverance in the way of your duty. 
(2.) if you feek him he will be found of you : Sincerely delire his favour, and 
aim at it, and you (hall obtain it. Pray and you fhall prevail : He never 
faid, nor never will, feek ye vie m vain. SeeHeb. xi. 6". But, (3.) If you 
forfake him and his ordinances, he is not tied to you, but will certainly 
ioifakfeyou, and Ihen you are undone, your prefent triumphs will bo no 
fecurity loyou ; woe to you, when God departs. 

2. He fet before them the dangerous confequence of f»rfaking God and 
his ordinances, and that there wan no way of having grievances redrefled, 
butby repenting and "returning unto God. When Ifrael forfook their duly, 
they were over-run with a deluge of atbcifm, impiety, ir religion, and all 
irregularity, vcr. 3. and were continually embar raffed with vexations and 
deflroying wars, foreign and domeftic, vcr. 5, 6, But when their troubles 
drove them to God, ihey found it not in vain lo feek him, ver. 4. But the 
queftion is, what lime this refers lo ? 

(I .) Some think it looks as far bade as the days of the judges. A long 
fcafon ago Ifrael was without the true God; for they worfliipped falfegods, it 
was a time of ignorance, for though ihey had priefts, they had no teaching 
priefts ; though they had elder*, yet no law lo any- purpofc, ver. 3. Thefe 
were fad limes, when ihey were frequency oppreffed by one enemy or other, 
affd grievoufly harratfed by Moabites, Midianiles, Ammonites, and other 
nations, they were vexed with all adverfity, ver. G. yet when in their per- 
plexity they turned to God by repentance, prayer and reformation, heraifed 
up deliverer? for ihem. Then was that maxim often verified, that God is 
with us, while we are with him. What foe vcr things of this kind were 
written aforetime, were written for our admonition. 

(2.) Others think it defcribes the prefent ftate of the ten tribes, who 
were now properly called Ifrael. Now tin cere Jeroboam fet up the calves, 
though he pretended to honour the God that brought them out of Egypt, 
yet his idolatry had brought them to downright infidelity, they are without 
the (rucGod, and no marvel, when they were without teaching priefts; Jero- 
boam's priefts were not teachers, and thus they came to be without law: it 
Is next to impofiible, that any thing of religion ibould he kept up without a 
preaching miniftry. In thofe times there was no peace, ver. 5. Their war 
with Judah gave them frequent alarms ; fo did the late infurrecYion of Baa- 
flia, and other occafions not mentioned. They provoked God with all ini- 
quity, and then he vexed them with all adverfity, yet, when they turned to 
God, he was inlreaied for Ihem. Let Judah take notice of this, let their 
neighbours harms be their warnings. Give no countenance to graven 
images, for you fce.what mifchiefs they are the rife of. 

(3.) Others ihink the whole paflage may be read in the future tenfe, and 
that it looks forward; hereafter Ifrael will be without the true God, and a 
teaching priejl, and they will be deftroyed by one judgment after another till 
they return lo God, ami feck him. See Hof. iii. 4. 

3. Upon this he grounded his exhortation to them to profecule the work 
of reformation with vigour, ver. 7. be Jlrongfor your workjhall be rewarded.' 
Nate. { I.) God's work fliould be done with diligence and chearfulnefs, but 
will not be done without refolution. (2.) This fliould quicken us to the 
work of religion, that we (hall be fure not to lofe by it at long run. It 
will not go unrewarded, How fliould it, when the work is its own re- 
ward ? t 

8. And when Afa heard thefe words, and the pro- 
phecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put 
away the abominable idols out of all the land of Ju 
dah. and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had 
takers' from mount Ephraim,. and renewed the altar ol* 
the LORD, ikdtxvas before the porch of the LORD, 
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9. And he gathered all Judah, and Benjamin, and the 
ftrangcr, with them out of Ephraim and ManaiTeb, and 
out of Simeon ; (for thev feK to him out of Ifrael in 
abundance, when they law that the LORD his God 
was with him). 1 0 . So t h e y gat h ere d t hem fel ves toge- 
ther at Jerufalem in the third month, in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Afa. 1 1. And they offered unto the 
LORD die fame time, of the fpoil which they had 
brought, feven hundred oxen, and feven thoufand fheep. 
12. And they entered into a covenant to feek the LORD 
God of their fathers, with all their heart, and with all 
their foul 5 13. That whofoever would not feek the 
LORD God of Ifrael, mould be put to death, whe- 
ther fmali or great, whether man or woman. 14». And 
they fware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and 
with fhouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 
15. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for they had 
fworn with" all their heart, and fought him with their 
whole defire, and he was found of them: and the LORD 
gave them reft round about. 16. ^[ And alfo concerning 
Maachah the mother of Afa the king, he removed her 
from being queen, becaufe flie had made an idol in a 
grove : nnd Afa cut down her idol, and ftamped it, 
and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 17. But the high 
places were not taken away out of Ifrael : neverth clefs, 
the heart of Afa was perfect all his days. 18. % And 
he brought into the houfe of God the things that his 
lather had dedicated, and that he himfelf had dedicated, 
filvcr, and gold, and vcllels. 10. And there was no 
more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of 
Afa. 

We 3re here told, what good effect the foregoing fcrmon had upon Afa. 

1. He grew more bold for God than he had been, his victory would in- 
fpire him with fome new degrees of refolution, but this mellage from God 
with much morej now he look courage, he faw how necefthry a farther re- 
formation was, and what alfurance he had of God's prefence with him in it; 
and this made him daring, and helped him over the difheullies which had 
before deterred him, and driven him 0/}' from the undertaking. Now he 
ventured to deflroy alhthc abominable idols (and all idolatries arc abomi- 
nable, 1 Pet. iv. 3.) as far as ever his power went ; Down with them all. 
He alfo renewed the altar of the Lord, which, it fecms, was gone out of re- 
pair, though it was not paft thirty.five years fincc Solomon's head was laid, 
who creeled it. So foon did thele ceremonial inftilu lions begin to wax oId # 
as things that in the fulnefs of time muft vanifh away, L/eb. viii. 13. 

2. He extended his influence farther than before, ver. 9. He fummoned 
a folcmn atfcmbly, and particularly brought the ftrangers lo it, who were 
come over lo him from theten tribes. (1.) Their coming was a great en- 
couragement to him, for the reafon why they came, was becaufe they faw 
that the Lord his God was with him: It is good being with thofe that have 
God with ihem, lo come into relation lo, and contrail acquaintance and 
friendship wiih thofe that live in the fear and favour of God; we will go 
with you, fur we have heard that God is with you* Zech. viii. 23. (2.) The 
cognifance he look of them, and the invitation \w gave them to the general 
aflembly, was a great encouragement lo them. All ftrangers are lo be 

helped, but thofe that caft ihemfelvcs upon God's good providence purely 
lo keep a good conference, are worthy of double honour. Afa gave order* 
for Ihe gathering of them together, ver. 9. yet it is faid, ver. 10. they g«- 
thered themfelves together, made it their own aft, fo forward were they to 
obey the king's orders. This meeting was held in the third month, pros 
bahly at the feaftof i'enlecoft, which was in that month. 

3. He and his people offered facriliccs to God, as his (hare of the fpoij 
they had got, ver. 1 1. Their offering here was nothing lo Solomon's, 
chap, vii, & m which was owing to the diminution either ot their zeal or of 
iheir wealth, or of both. Thefe facrifices were intended by way of fhankf- 
giving for the favours they had received, and Amplication for farther fa- 
vours. Prayers and praifes are now our fpirilual facrifices. And as he 
took care that the altar fliould have its gift, fo he took care that the temple 
fliould have its gold ; he brought into the houfe of God all the dedicated things m 
ver. 18. It is honefty to render (o God the things that are his. What ha? 
fyeen long defigned for him, and long laid by for him, as it fliould feem. 
thefe dedicated things had been, let it at length be laid out for him ; will a 
man rob God, or make flow payment to him, who is always ready to do- 
us good ? 

4. Tfeey entered into covenant xvith God, repenting that they had violated 
their engagements to him, and refolving to do belter for the future. It is 
proper for penitents, for converts, to renew their covenants. It Ihouid 
feem, Ihe motion came not from Afa, but from the people themfelves; let 
every man be a volunteer that covenants wilh God. Thy pcoplejhall be mil" 
ling, Pfal, cx, 3. Obferre, 

1, What was the matter of thii covenant. Nothing but what they were 
[ before obliged to ; and though no vow or promife of theirs could lay any 
higher obligation upon them, than they were already under from the divine 
precept, yet it would help to incresfe their fenfe of the obligation, to arm 
them againft temptations, and would be a leftimony to the equity and good- 
nefsof the precept. And by joining all together in this- covenant, they 
ftrengthened ihe hands one ol another. Two things they ongaged them- 
(elvcsto. (J.) That they would diligently feek God themfelves, feek his 
precepts, feek his favour ; what is religion but feeking Gad, enquiring 
after him, applying lo him upon all occafSons ? We fhall not enjoy him lili 
we come to heaven, while we are here we muft continue feeking. That 
ihey would feek him as the God of their fathers, in the way that their fa- 
thers fought him, and in dependauce upon the promife made lo their fathers; 
and that they would do it with alt their heart, and with all their Jbul ; for 
ihofeonly feek Godaccepledly and fuccefsfully, that arc inward with him, 
mtentupon him, and entire for bim in their feeking of him. We make 
nothing of our religion, if we do not make heart work of it ; God will 
have all the heart, or none; and when a jewel of fuch ineftimable value as 
<he divine favour is to he found, it is worth while to feek it with all their 
f >ul. (2. J That they would, to the utmoft of their power, oblige others to 
feek him, ver. 13.' They agreed, that whofoever would not feek the Lord 

God of Ifrael, i. e. would either worfliip other gods, or refufe to join with 

them 



Chap. XVI. It. CHRON 

then in (he workup of the true God, that was either An obftinafe idolater, 
or an obftinatc athcift, he fljouM be put to death. This was no new law of 
their own making, but an order to put in execution that law of God to this 
purpofe, Petit, xvii. 2, S/c. which if it had been duly executed there had 
not been fo many abominable idol* found in Judah and Benjamin as were, 
ver. S. Whether men may now under the gofpel be compelled by fuch 
methods as thefe to feek the Lord, is juflly queftioncd, for the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, and yet mighty. 

2. In what manner they made this covenant, (t.) With great ch earful- ; 
nefe, and all poflible expreflions of joy, They jware unto the Lord; not fneak- I 
ingly as if they were either afliamed of what they did, or afraid of binding 
themfelves too fall to him: hut with aloud voice to exprefs their own zeal, 
and to animate one another; and they all rejoiced at the oath, ver. I+, 13. 
Did not fwear to God with reluclancy, as the poor debtor con fed'eili a judg- 
ment to his creditor; but with all the pleafure and fatisfaclion imaginable, 
as the bridegroom plights his troth to the bride in the marriage covenant, j 
Every honeft Ifraclite was pleafed with his own engagement to God, and 
they were all pleafed with one another's. They rejoiced in it as an hopeful 
expedient to prevent their apoflacy from God, and a happy indication of 
God's pretence with God- Note, The times of renewing our covenant 
with God, fhould be times of rejoicing. And national reformation cannot 
but give general fatisfaclion to all thai are good. It is an honour and hap- 
pinefs to be in bonds to God. (2.) They did it with great fincerily, zeal, 
and resolution: they /ware to God with all their hearts, and fought him with 
their whole defire. It was an extraordinary good frame that Ifrael was now 
in; O that there had always been but fuch a good heart in them ! This comes 
in as thereafon why they rejoiced fo much in what they did. it wasbecaufe 
they were hearty in it. Note, Thofe only experience the pleafure and com- 
fort of religion thai are fincore aod upright in it. What is done in hypo- 
crify is a mere drudgery, But if God have the heart, we have joy. 

Laftly, We are told what was the effect of this their folemn covenanting 
with God. 

1. God did very well lor them. He was found of them and gave them refi 
round about, ver. 15. fo that there was no war for a long time after, ver. 19. 
no open general war, though there were conftant bickerings between Judah 
and Ifrael upon the frontiers, 1 King* xv. 16. National piety procures 
national bleflings. 

2. They did pretty well for him. They carried on the reformation fo far 
that Maachah the queen-mother was depofedfor idolatry, and her idol de- 
ftroyed, ver. 1 6. This was bravely done of Afa, that he would not con- 
nive at idolatry in thofe that were nenreft to him, like Levi, thatfaidto his 
father and mother, J hate not fecn him, Deut. xxxiii. 9. Afa knows lie muft 
honour God more than his grandmother, and dare not leave an idol in an 
apartment of bis palace, while he isdeftroying idols in the cities of his king- 
dom. We may fuppole this Maachah was fo far convinced of her tin, that 
file was willing to fubferibe theafTocmtion mentioned, vcr. 12, I J. binding 
herfelf to feek the Lord, and therefore xva* not put to death, as thofe were I 
that refufed to fign it; great as well asfmalli women as wellas men (which j 
perhaps they put in with an eye to her; ) but hecaufe flic had been an idolater, / 
Afa thought fit fo divert her of the dignity and authority the had, and 
probably he banifhed her the court, and confined her to privacy, left the 
lhould influence and in feci others. But the reformation was nut complete, 
the high places were not all taken away, though many of them were, chap. 
adv. 3, 5. Thofe in the cities were removed, but not thofe in the country 
tillages; or thofe in the cities of Judah. not thofe in the cities of Ifrael 
which were reduced to the houfe of David ; or thofe that were nfed in the 
fcrviceof falfe gods, not ihofe that were ufed in the fervice of the God of 
Ifrael, thofe he connived at, and yet bis heart was perfecr. There may be | 
defects in fome particular duties, where yet the heart for the main is upright 
with God ; rtneerity is fomelhing lefs than fmlcfs perfection. 

CHAP. XVL 

This chapter concludes thehiftortj of thcrcig?i of A fa, hut doth not 
reprcfent his latter end fo good as his beginning, ( 1 .) Here is a 
joolijh treat)/ xcith }>cn-hadod king of Si/ via , vcr. 1 — 6. (2.) 
The reproof xvhich God fent him far it hi/ a prophet, ver. 7 — 9. 
(3.) J /ifsdifptca jure ago inft the prophet for his faith fultte/s 9 
ver. 10. (4.) The jiefmefs, death y and bitriul of Afa, ver. JI — 14. 

I. TN the fix and thirtieth year of the reign of Afa, 
JL Baa/ha king of ifrael came up againlt Judah, and 
built Ramnh, to the intent that he might let none go 
out, or come in to Afa king of Judah. U. Then Afa 
brought out filver and gold, out of the trcafures of the 
houleof the LORD, and of the king's houfe, and fent 
to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damafcus, 
faying, If. There V.v a league between me and thee, as 
there zvas between my father, and thy father: behold, 
1 have fent thee iilver and gold; go, break thy league 
with Baaiha, king of Ifrael, that lie may depart from 
me. 4. And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Afa, and 
fent the captains of his armies againlt the cities of If- 
rael; and they fmote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, 
and all the (tore-cities of Naphtali. 5. And it came to 
pafs when Baa f ha heard zV, that he left off building of 
liamah, and let his work ceafe. 6. Then Afa the king 
took all Judah, and they carried away the /tones of 
Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baa/ha was 
buildregtfSHrfThe built there\vitlr«©eba and Mizpah,* 

% How to reconcile the date of this event with the ludory of the kings, I J 
am quite at a lots, Baaflia died in the twenty-fixth year of Afa, I Kings 1 
acvi. 8, How then could this he done in his thirty-fixlh year, when Baaflia's 
jamily was quite cut off, and Omri was upon the throne? it is generally j 
Jaid to be meant of the thirty-fixth year of the kingdom of Afa, viz. that I 
or Judah beginning from the firil of Rchoboam, and fo it falls lo be the J 
Jtxteenih of Afa** reign. But then chap, xv. 19, muft be fo underflood, and j 
how could it be fpoken of as a great thing that there was no more war till J 
the fifteenth year of A fa, when that paffage immediately before was in j 
the fifteenth year, chap. xv. 10. and after this mifcarriage of his here he | 
bad wars, ver. 9. Jo feph us places it in his twenty-fixth year, and then we I 
mad fuppufe a miftake in the tranferiber here, and chop, xv. 19. which if j 
we admit, the -computation is ealy. j 



I C L E S, Chap, XVI. 

This palTage we had before, 1 Aw*** sv. 17, &c and Afa was feve>a^ 
ways faulty in it. (I.) He did not do well to make a league with Ben- 
hadad a heathen king, and to value himfelf fo much upon it as he feems to 
do, xer. 3. Had he relied more upon his covenant, and h)S father's with 
God, he would not haveboafted fo much of his league and his father's with 
the royal family of Syria. <2.) If he had had a due regard to the honour 
of Ifrael in general, he would have found fume other expedient to give 
Baafha a diverfion, than by calling in a foreign force, and inviting into the 
country a common enemy, that in procefs of time might be a plague to Judah. 
too. (3.) It was doubllefc a fin in Ben-hadad to break his league with 
Baaiha, upon no provocation, but only to get a bribe for doing it; and if 
fo, certainly it was a fin in Afa to move him to it, efpecially to hire him to 
doit. The public faith of kings and kingdoms mult not he made fo cheap 
a thing. (4.) To take iilver and gold out of the houfe of the Lord for this 
purpofe, was a great aggravation of the fin, xer. 2. Muft the temple be 
plundered to ferve his carnal policies? He had better have brought gifts and 
offerings, with prayers and fupplications, to the houfe of the Lord, that he 
might have engaged God on his fide, and made him his friend ; then he 
had not needed lo have been at thisexpence lo make Ben-hadad his friend. 
(5.) I wifh Afa were not to anfwer for all the mifchief that the army of 
Ben-hadad did unjuftly lo the cities of Ifrael, all the blood they (lied, and 
all the fpoils they made, ot. 4. Perhaps Afa intended not they mould carry 
the matter fo far. But they that draw others to fin, know not what they do 
nor where it will end ; the beginning of fin, is as the letting forth of water. 

However, the projeft fucceeded. Ben-hadad gave Baafha a powerful 
diverfion, obliging him to leave ofT building Ramah, and betake himfelf to 
thedefenceofhisown country northwards; which gave Afa an opportunity 
not only to ciernolifh his fortifications, but to ieize the materials, and con- 
vert them to his own ufc. 

7. If And at that time Hanani the feer came to Afa 
king of Judah, and faid unto him, Becaufe thou haft 
relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the 
LORD thy God, therefore is the hoft of the king of 
Syria efcaped out of thine hand. 3. Were not the Ethio- 
pians and the Lubims a huge hoft, with very many 
chariots and horfemen? yet becaufe thou didft rely on 
the LORD he delivered them into thine hand. 9. For 
the eyes of the LORD, run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to mew himfelf ftrong in the behalf 
of them whole heart is perfeft towards him. Herein 
thou haft done foolilhiy; therefore from henceforth 
thou /halt have wars. 10. Then Afa was wrolh wifh 
the feer, and put him in a prifon-houfe; for he was in 
a rage with him, becaufe of this thing. And A/a op- 
preiled Jb?ne~oi' the people the fame time. 1 1. *\] And, 
behold, the acb of Afa, tirft and lalt, lo, they are 
written in the book of the king9 of ]udah and Ifrael, 
12. And Afa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign, 
was difeafed in his feet, until hisdifeale was exceeding 
great: yet in his difeafe he fought not to the LORD, 
but to the phyficians. IS. And Afa flept with his fa- 
thers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign, 
14. And they buried him in his own fepulchres, which 
he had made for himfelf in the city of David, and 
laid him in the bed which was filled with iweet odours, 
and divers kinds of fpices prepared by the apothecaries' 
art: and they made a very great burning for him. 

Here is, I. A plain and faithful reproof given to Afa by a prophet of the 
Lord for making this league with Baaflia. The reprover was Hanani the 
feer, the father of Jehu another prophet, whom we read of 1 Kings xyi. 1. 
2 Chron. xix. '2. We obferved fe v oral things ami fs in A fa's treaty with Ben- 
hadad. But that which the prophet chargeth upon him as the grcattrft fault 
he was guilty ot in that matter, is his relying on the king of Syria, andnot on the 
Lord his God, ver. 7. He thought, though God was on liis fide, that would 
not Hand him in Head unlefs he had Ben-hadad on his fide; that God either 
could not or would not help him, but he mult take this indirect crmrfe to 
help himfelf. N«le, God is much difpleafed when he is diftrufted, and 
when an arm of tleflx is relied on more than his power and goodnefs. By 
putting our confidence in God we give honour to htm, and therefore h« 
thinks himfelf affronted if we give that honour to another. He plainly 
tells the king, herein he had done foolifhly, ver. 9. It is a foolifh thing to 
lean on a broken reed, when we had the Rock of ages to rely upon. To 
convince him of his folly he fiicvts him. 

(1.) That he acled againfl his experience, ver. S. ' He of all men had no 
reafon to diftrufl God, who had found him fuch a powerful helper by whom 
he had been made lo triumph over a very threatening enemy, as his father 
before him, becaufe he relied upon the Lord his God, chap. xiii. 18. — xir. 11. 
What? faith the prophet, were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge Itojt? 
enow to fwallow up a kingdom ? and yet becaufe ihou didjl rely on the Lord, 
he delivered them into thine hand, and was nothc fufneient to help thee againft 
Baaflia? Note, The many experiences we have had of the goodnefs of God 
lo us aggravate our diftrufl ot him. Has he not helped us in fix troubles? and 
have we any reafon to fufpect him in the feventh? but fee how deceitful 
our hearts are! we truft in God when we havenolhingelfe to truft to; whea 
need drives us to him, but when we have' others things to flay on, we are 
apt to flay too much on them, and to lean to our own undemanding as long 
as that has any thing to offer, but a believing confidence will be in God 
only, when a fmiling word courts it rnoft. 

(2.) That he ac"led againfl his knowledge of God and his providence, 
ver, 9. Afa could not be ignorant that the eyes of the Lord run to andfr? 
through the earth, flrongly to hold with them (fo it may be read) whofe heart u 
perfect towards him ; that is. 1 . That God governs the world in infinite wiu 
dom, and the creatures and all their actions arc continually under his eye. 
The eye of providence is quick-fight cd, it runs, it is intent, it runs to an^ 
fro, ilreacheth far, through the whole earth, no corner of it is from under 
it', not the rao/l dark or difiant ; and his eye directs his hand and the arm ot 
his power; for he fliews himfelf ftrong. Doth Satan walk to and fro inlUe 
earth? Providence runs to and fro, is never out of the way; never to feek; 
never at a lofs. 2. That God governs the world ^for the^ood of his peoples 
doth all in pursuance of the counfcls of his love concerning their fafvalioo, 1 

all for Jacob his jlrvant's Juke, and Ifrael huelec}, I fa. xlv. 4. Chrijl is heard 
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ever all things to the church, Kph. i. 22. 3, That ihey whofe hearts are up- 
right with him, may he (ure of his protection, and haveall the reafon irt 
the world to depend upon if. He is able to protect them in the way of 
their dut \ ; tor witWoni and might ar« his, and he actually intends their 
proleflic/ir; and a praclical difbelicfof this, is at the bottom of all our de- 
partures from God and dmiblcdealin* with him. A fa could not truft God, 
and tliereh.re made court to Hen-hailad, 

(3.) That he acted again ft his intereft. (I.) He had loft an opportunity 
of checking the growing greatnefs of the king oi Syria, ten 7. His h'ojl 
iscjeaped out of thy hand, which ether wife would have joined with Baadia's 
and fallen with it. (2 ) He had incurred God's dirpleafure, and from hence- 
forth mafi ex p eft no pence, but the coufiant alarms of war, ver. 9. They 
that cannot find in their hearts to trufi God, forfeit his proteclion, and 
throw thenifelres out of it. 

(2.) Afa's difpleafure at this reproof. Though it came from God by one 
that was known to be his mcflbnger, though the reproof was juft, and the 
reafon ing fair, and all intended for his good, yet he teas •wroth with the 
Jcer t for telling him of his fully; nay, he itv/t in a rage with him, vcr, JO. 
is this A fa? Is this he whole Heart was perfect with the Lord his God all 
his day > Well, let him that thinkcth he Hands, lake heed left he fall. A 
■wife man I and yet in a rage; an Ifraelile and yet in a rage with a prophet ! 
A good man ! and yet impatient of reproof, and that cannot bear to be told 
of his faults I Lord! what is man, when God /eaves him tohimfelf? They 
that idolise their own conduit cannot bear contradiction ; and they that 
indulge a peeviflj paffionale temper may be tranfporled by it into impieties 
as weN as into indecencies, and will fome time or other fly in the face of 
God himfelf. Sec what gall and wormwood this root of bitternefs bore. 
(I.) In his rage he committed the prophet to the j ail ; put him in a prijhn- 
fioujb, as a malefactor; in the ftocks, lb fome read if, or into lilt lc-eafe. 
God's prophets meet with many that cannot bear reproof, but take it hat- 
noufly, jet they muft do their duly.' (2.) When his hand was in, he op* 
Qrcjiitl fome of the people, probably I'uch as owned the prophet in his fufler- 
ings, or that were known to be his particular friends. He that abu fed his 
power for the perferuting of God's prophet, was left to himfelf farther to 
abufeit for the crufliing of his own fubje&s, whereby he weakened himfelf 
and loft his interatU Mod perfecuturs have been tyrants. 

3. His ficknefs. Two years before he died, he ztas difcafid in his feet, 
vcr. 12. affliQed with the gout in a high degree. He put (he prophet in 
the flocks, and now God put him in the ftocks, fo his punifliment anl'wered 
his fin, J fix dijbufe xvax exceeding great', it came to the height, fo fome ; it 
flew up to his head, fo others; and then it was mortal. This was his afflic- 
tion; but his fin was, that in his difcafe, inftead of fceking the Lord for 
relief, he fought to the phvficians. His making u(e of nbyficians was his 
duty; but trufting lo them, and expecting that from Xhvm, which was to 
be had from God only, was his fin and folly. The help of creatures muft 
always be ufed with an eye to the Creator, and independence upon him, 
who makes every creature that to us which it i«, and without whom the moft 
IkiJful and faithful aie phyflcians of no value. Some think, thetenlnfi- 
ctsns were ftrangers lo the commonwealth of Ifrael, and were a fort of con- 
juror.*, to w horn he applied himfelf as if there was not a God in Ifrael. 

4. His death and burial. His funeral had fomething of extraordinary 
folemntty in it, vcr. 1 4. they made a very magnificent burying for him. I 
am loth to think (as fome do) that he himfelf ordered this funeral pomp, 
and that it was on inftance of his vanity, that he would be buried like the 
Gentiles, and not after the way of the Jews, It is laid indeed he digged 
the fepnlchre for himfelf, as one mindful of his grave ; but I am willing to 
believe it was rather an expreffion of the great refpecr. his people retained 
for him, notwithflanding the failings and infirmities of his latter days. It 
was agreed to do him honour at his death. Note, The eminent piety and 
isfefulnefr of good men ought lo be remembered to their praife, though they 
have had their blemifiies. Let their faults be buried in their graves, while 
their fer vices are remembered over their graves. He that (aid, There is 
not ajufi man that doth good and fins not, yet faid alio. The memory of the 
juft is bteffed; and let it be fo. 

c ii a p. xyn. 

Here begins the life and 'reign of Jchof/aphaf, tehoteusoneof thefrft 
three among the royal -cor (hies, one of the tiff that ever forayed 
the feeptrc ofjttdait finer David's head xeas laid. He xeas the good 
fan of a good father, fo that at this time grace ran in the blood, 
cien the blood royal ; happy the fan that had /itch a father y to lay 
js goorf foundation in him and for him. Iluppq the father that 
had fitch a Jon, to build fo n-ell upon the foundation he had laid, 
and happy the k ingdom that :eas blrjfaUrith txco fitch kings, tsta 
fitch reigns together. In this chapter we haze, ( 1 . ) ///* aceejjion 
to, and cftablifhment in the throne, ver. 1, 2, 5. I J is perianal 
piety , ver. 3, 4, 6. (2.) The courf'c he took to promote religion in 
the kingdom, ver. 7 — D. (3.) The mighty fray he bore among 
the neighbours, vcr. 10, U. ( 4.) The great /trcngth of his king- 
dom both in garrifons and land farces, ver. 12«— 19. Thusreas 
his prof per it y the reward of his piety, and his piety really the 
brightejl grace and ornament of his profperity. 

3. \ ND Jehofhaphat his fon reigned in his Head, 
x\. and ftrengthened himfelf againft Ifrael. 2. And 
he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
Jet garrifons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of 
Ephraim* which Ala his father had taken. 3. And the 
LORD was with Jehofhaphat, becaufe he walked in 
the flrit ways of his father David, and fought not unto 
Baalim; 4. But fought to the LORD God of his 
father, and walked in his commandments, and not af- 
ter the doings of Ifrael: 5. Therefore the LORD 
eitablifhed the kingdom in his hand, and all Judah 
brought to Jehofhaphat prefents, and he had riches and 
honour in abundance. 6. And his heart was lifted up in 
the ways of the LORD: moreover, he took away the 

high places and groves out of Judah. 7* ^ Alio * n the 
third'year of his reign he fent to his princes, even to 
Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechartah, and to 
Nathaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of 
Judah. 8. And with -them he fent Levites, even She- 

maiab, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Afahel* and 



Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan* and Adonijah, and To- 
bijah, and Tob»adonijah, Levites; and with them Eli- 
fhama* and, Jehoram, pricfls. Q. And they taught in 
Judah, and had the book of the law of the LORD with 
them> and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, 
and taught the people. 

fclerc we find concerning Jehofliaphaf , 

1. What a wife man he was. As Toon as he came to the crown, he 
jlrcngthcned hhnjtlf agairijt IfracU ver. 1. Abab had now been three yeara 

upon the throne of ifrael, an aftive warlike prince; the vigour of his be- 
ginning falling in with the decay of Afa's conelufion, it is probable the 
"kingdom of Ifrael, had of late got ground of the kingdom of Judah, and 
began to grow formidable to it ; fo that Ihefirft thing Jehofhaphat had to 
do, was to make bis part good on that fide, and to check the growing great- 
nefs of the king of Ifrael, which he did fo effectually, and without bfood- 
Oied, thai Ahab Toon courted his alliance, fo far was he from giving him 
any difturbance, and proved more dangerous as a friend, than he could have 
been as an enemy. Jehofhaphat Hxengthened himfelf, not to a£ oilenfively 
againft Ifrael, or invade them, but only to maintain his own; which he did 
by fortifying the cities that were on his frontiers, and putting garrifons, 
ftronger than had been, in the cities of Ephrahn, which he was matter of, 
vcr 9 2. He did not ftrengthen himfelf as his father did, by a league with 
the king of Syria, bui by fair and regular methods, on which he might ex- 
pe£i the hlefling of God, and in which he trufted God* 

2. What a good man he was. It is an excellent character that ij here 
given him, and very obfervable, 

(I.) That he walked in the ways of his father David. In the characters 
of the king*, David's ways are often made the tfandard, m t Kings xr* 
3 — 1 1 . 2 Kings xiv. 3. — xvi. 2.— xviiu 3- But never with fitch a diftinc- 
tion as here between his firfl ways and his laft ways, for the laft were not fo 
good as the firfi : his ways before he fell fc foully in the matter of Uriah, 
( which is mentioned long after in ibebar of his efcutcheon, I Kings xv, 5.) 
were good ways, and though he happily recovered from that fall, yet per- 
haps he never while he lived fully retrieved the fpirilual tirength and com- 
fort he lofl by it. Jcholhaphat followed David as far as he followed God, 
and no farther. St. Paul himfelf thus limits our imitation of him, I Cor. 
xi. I. Follow we, as I follow Chrift, and not other wife. Many good pco* 
pie have had their firft ways, which were their heft ways; their firft love, 
which was their ftrongelt love ; and in every copy we prupufe to write afier, 
as we mufl fingle put ihat only which is good, fo that chiefly which is beft. 
The "orris here will admit another reading, they run thus; lie walked in 
the nays of David his father, ( Hartfhvmm) thofefirfi ways ; or, Lhofe ancient 
ways: he propofed lo himfelf for his cxunplethe piimilive limes of the 
rojal family, lhofe purrft times*, before the corruptions of the late reigns 
came in. "See Jer. v'u 16. The LXX. leaves out David, nnd fo refers it 
to A fa; he walked in the jirjl ivays of his father, and did not imitate him 
in what was amifs in him towards the latter end of his time. Ft is good to 
be cautious in following ihe heft men, left we ftep a fide after them. 

(2.) That he /ought not to Baalim, but fought to the Lord God of his father, 
ver. 3, 4-. The neighbour naiiuns had their Baalim, one had one Baal, and 
another had another; but he abhorred them all, had nothing to do with 
them: he uorjhipped the Cord God of his father, and him only; prayed to 
him only, and inquired of him only : both are included in fceking him* 

(3.) That he walked in God's commandments^ not only worfhipped the true 
God, but worfhipped him according to his own inftitution, andnot after the 
doings of Ifrael, ver- 1. Though the king of Ifrael was his neighbour and 
ally, yet he did not learn his way. Whatever dealings he had with him in 
civil matters, he would not have communion with him, nor comply with 
him in his religion : there he kept dofe to the rule. 

4. That Am heart is Ujtcd vp in the ways of the Lord, ver, G, or, he lifted 
up Ids heart. He brought his heart lo his work, and lifted up his heart in 
it ; i. e. he had a fincere regard to God in it. Unto thee, O Lord, do 1 lift 
tip my Jbid. His heart was enlarged in that which is good, Pfahn cxix. 32. 
He never thought he could do enough for God. Hq was lively and affecti- 
onate in his religion, fervent in fpirit, jerxing the Lord; chearful and pleafant 
in it, and went on his work with alacrity; as Jacob, who after his virion 
of God at Beth-el, lift up his feet, Gen. xix. I. marg. He was bold and 
refolute in ihe ways of God, and went on with courage; his heart wa* 
lifted up above the confideration of the difficulties that were in the way oi" 
his duty, he eafily got oveflhem all, nnd was not frightened with winds 
and clouds, from Jawing and reaping, -Eccl. +. Let us walk in the fame 
fpirit. 

3. What a ufeful man he wa«: not only a gnod man, but a good king: 
he noi only was good himfelf, but did good in his generation, did a great 
deal of good. 

( I . ) He took away the teachers of lies, Co images arc called, flab. it. IS. 
the high places ami the groves* ver. 0* It is meant of thole in which idols 
were worfhipped; for lhofe (hat were dedicated to the true God onf>> were 
not taken away, chap. xx. S3. Idolatry he only a bo! i (bed; nothing de- 
bauched the nation more than thofe idolatrous groves or images which he 
took away, 

(2.) He fent forth teachers of truth. When he inquired Into theftateof 
religion in his kingdom, he found h\< people generally very ignorant, they 
knew not that they did evil; even in the laft good reign, there had been little 
care taken to intfruft them in their duty, and therefore Jehofhaphat refolve* 
to begin his work at the right end, deals with them as reafbnable creatures, 
will not lead them blind-fold ; no, not in a reformatio^ but endeavours 
to have them well taught, knowing that that was the way to have them well 
cured; in this work he employed, (i.) His princes; thofe about him be 
fent forth, lhofe in the country hvfent to tench the cities of Judah, ver. 7. 
He ordered them in the adminiftration of juftfee, not only to correfl the 
people when they did ill, but to teach them how to do better, and to give 
a reafon for what they did, that the people might be informed of the diffe- 
rence between good and evil. The princes or judges upon the bench have 
a great opportunity of teaching people their duly to God and man, and it is 
not out of their province, for the laws of God arc to be looked upon as Taws 
of the land. (2.) The Levites and priefis went with the pri:urs h and taught 
in Judah, having the book qfthe Law with them, ver. 8, They.were teachers 
by office, Deut. xxxiii. 13. it was part of the work for which they had their 
maintenance, the priefts and the Levites had little elfe to do. But ii teems 
they had neglected if* pretended perhaps, that they could not gel the people 
to hear them : well, faith Jehofhaphat, you fhallgo along with the princes, 
and they with their authority Hull oblige the people to come and hear you, 
and Uien if Ihey be not well inftruDed it is your fault. What a great deal 
of good may be done when Alofes and Aaron thus go hand and hand in the 
doing of it, when the princes with (heir power aud the priefis and Levites 
with their fcripture-dcarning, agree lo teach the people the good knowledge 
of God and their duty] Thefe itinerant judges, and itinerant preachers, 
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together, were iiiftumioi.ul t.> drfTufc a bk-il.-J !?<;ht through the cities of 
Juduh. Rut it is faid they hud /At- Aoo<i r»/ o/ </jc Zord iviVA iAeiw, 

(10 for their own ctmdnCl, that from ibentu they might letch alt the in- 
itruflious they gave to I lie people, and nol teach for dokrittes the command- 
ments of wen. {'*.) Vox the conviction of the people, that they might fee 
(hat they had a divine warrant (or what ihey laid, and delivered to them 
that only which they received from the Lord. Note, Mimfters when Ibey 
go to teach the people, mould have their Bibles with them. 

How happy he was in the favour of his God. who finally owned and 
blcfled him. The Laid tons with him, ver. 3. The wrd of the Lard wot 
his htlptr, fo the Cbnldee paraphKuV. 'Die Lord tjlublijhed the kingdom in 
hit hand, ver, 5. Thole (land lirm that have the prclence of God with 
them. If the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, thai will efiablijh the 
work of our hands, and cfiablifli us in our integrity. 

4% How happy he was in the affections of U;\ people, ver. 5. Ail Juduh 
brought htm prefents in acknowledgment of his Undncfe in fending preachers 
amoiuj them. The more there is of true religion among a people, the more 
there will he of confcicnlious loyalty. A government ihal anfwers the i 
end of government, w ill be (apposed. Tm» el feel of llTe favour both of 
God and his kingdom was, that he had riches and honour in abundance. It 
is undoubtedly true, though few will believe it, that religion and piety is 
the beft friend to outward profjierity, And obferve it follows immediately, 
his heart was lifted up in the troys of the Lord. Ricbes and honour in 
abundanec prove to many a clog and an hindrance in the way-* of the Lord, 
and an occufion of pride, fecurity and feufoality; but it had a quite con- 
trary effect upon Jehofliaphat: his abundance \va> oil to the wheels of his 
obedience, and the more be had of the wealth o\ this world, me more was 
his heart lifted up in the ways oj" the Lord, 

10. f And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the 
kingdoms of the lands that zeere round about Judah, fo 
that they made no war again ft Jehofliaphat. 1 1. Alio 
fome of the Philittincs brought Jchofhaphat prefents, 
and tribute-lilvcr; and the Arabians brought him flocks, 
feven thou fa lul and feven hundred rams, and feven rhou- 
land and feven hundred he 'goats. 12. ^j" And Jeho- 
ihaphat waxed great exceedingly: and he built in Ju- 
dah, cnitics and cities of flore'. 'ill. And he had much 
bufinefs in the cities of Judah: and the men of war, 
mighty men of valour, lecrv in Jerusalem, I k And 
thefe are the numbers of them according to the houfe 
of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of thoufands; 
Ad nali the chief, and with him mighty \w\\ of yalouv, 
three hundred thoufand. \o. And next to him teas 
Jchohanan the captain, and with him two hundred 
and fourfcorc thoufand. 16\ And next him teas Aina- 
tiah the fon of Zichri, who willingly offered him/elf 
unto the LORD; and with him two hundred thoufand 
mighty men of valour- 17. And of Benjamin; Eliada 
a mighty man of valour, and with him armed men, 
with bow and fhicld, two hundred thoufand. 18. And 
next him aw Jehozabad, and with him an hundred 
and fourfcorc thou land, ready prepared for the war. 
19. Thefe wailed on thr king, bolides thafe whom the 
king put in the fenced cilice, 'throughout all Judah, 

We have here a farther account of Jehofiiaphal's great profperity, and 
the flourilhing ftate of his kingdom. 

1* He had a very ftood tiitcrclf m t'ie neighbouring princes and nations. 
Though be was Dot perhaps t»» fctcM .» fotdier as David, \v\\\c\\ migWi make 
him their terror; nor fo^re.H :\ hhoUr as Sulumon, which might make him 
their oracle; yet the fear of the Lard Jell fo upon them, i. e. God lb influ- 
enced and governed their fpirit.*, that they had all a reverence for him, rer. 
lO.^And (I.) Xnnc of them made a.ir nguinjt him, Go^'sftood ptovUVencef© 
— -ofciered it, thai while the princes and priefis were inltrucling and reforming 
the country, none of his neighbours gave him any moleftation to take him 
oft" from that good work. Thus when Jacob and his fons were going to 
woribip alBeihcl, the terror of God wa>uoou the ne\£t\bo\mt\g cities ttva\ 
they did not putfue after them, Gen. xkxv. 5. and fee tixod, xxxiv. 2J. 

(2.) Many of them brought prefects to him, ver. 12. to (ecure his friend- 
(hip. Perhaps it was a tribute impeded upon them by Ala, who made him- 
felf mafter of the cities of the I'lnliftines, and me tcnVs of U\c AtabsMV^, 
chap. x»v. l h, 16. It is probable, with the feven thoufand and feven hun- 
dred rams, and the fame number of he-goats, which the Arabians brought, 
there was a proportionable number of ewes and lambs, flie-goals and kids. 

2. He had very confidcrable dates laid uy in the cities ot Judah; pulled 
down his barns and built bigger, rer, 12. Cujttes and cities of flore, for 
arms and vicluals. He was a man of bufinels, and aimed at the public 
good in all his undertakings, either to prefcrvc the peace, or prepare for 
war. 

3. He had the militia in a very good poflure; it was never in a belter 
imce David modeled it. Five lord lieutenants (if I may <b call them ) are 
here named, with the numbers of !hofe under their command, the ferviceable 
raen, that were fit for war in their. tefnecXivc diftricU; thcee in Judah, aud 
two in Benjamin. It is faid of one of thefe great commanders, Amafiah, 
that he willingly offered himfelf uuto the Lord, ver. 16. not only to the king, 
to ferve him in his poft, bnt to the Lord, to glorify him in it. He was 
the moll eminent among them for religion ; accepted the place not foe tUe 
honour, or power, or profit of it; hut lor cunfeience fake towards God, 
that he might ferve his country. It whs ufual for great generals then to 
offer of their fpoils to the Lord, I Chron. xxvi. 26. but this goad man of- 
fered himteif firfl tu the Lord, and then to (it* dedicated things. 

The number of the foldiers under thefe five generals, amounts to eleven 
hundred and lixty thoufand men. A vafi number for 16 fmall a compafs of 
ground as Judah's and Benjamin's kit was to furnifh out and maintain. 
Abijah could bring into the held but tour hundred thoufand, chap, xiv. 6L 
yel Jeholbaphat has at command ahnolt twelve hundred Ihouland. But it 
friuu be conlidered, (I ,) That God had prom i fed to make the feed of Abra- 
ham like the fand of the lea for number. (2«) There had now been a long 
peace. (3.) The city of Jetufalom we may l'upp<.fe very much enlarged. 
(+.) Many were enme over to them from the kingdom of Uraef* chup. xv. 9. 
which would increafe the numbers of the people. (5.) Jehofliaphat was 
under a fpecial blelfing of God, which made his affairs to proiper greatly. 
The armies we may (upuufc were dtfnerled all (he country over, attd. eacli 
No, LXIIh* 



man refided, for the moll part, on his own cflate, only appeared often to be 
muttered and trained, and ncio ready at call whenever there wna occaiion; 
but the commandeis wailed on the king, ver, 19. a 1 - officers of his court, 
privy-counfellors, and miniflers of Hate, 

But, laftly, obferve; it was not this formidable army that Hruck a terror 
upon the neighbour nations, Out reflratued them from attempting any 
thing again R ITrae), or obliged them to pay tribute, but I he fear of God 
which fell upon them when JehoHiaphat reformed his country, and fet up 
a preaching miniftry in it, irr. 10. The ordinances ol God arc more the 
firenglh and fafcty of a kingdom, than its military force, it is men of God, 
more Iban il is men ot war. - 

CHAP. XVIII. 



icngiie .vi in jo a; pom tnnan u sjenormipnu* ; net e if (no/, s o/te oj tnc 

gvcalcft blnnijhcs of the reign of Jelwjhaphat, that he joined in 
affinity xcit/i Jo til a man as A hah. Here w, ( I .) The alliance he 
contracted with Ahab % ver. I, (2.) His conjhit to join with him 
in his expedition for the ve.i'ovtry of Ilumoth-giUad out of the 
hands of the Syrians t ver. 2, 3. (:>.) Their co nf ul ting wit h> the 
prophets, falfe and true, before theyxeent, ver. .{ — 27. (-1.) The 
t'necejs of their c.i petition. Je/to/tntphut hardly vj'caped t vcv. 2S 
2. anil Ahub received his death's 'wound, vur. yj> j-l. 



1. lVT^W Jehofliaphat had riches arul honour in 
-LN abun'chtnee, and joined affinity with A.hab. <2. 
And after certain years, he went down to Ahal) to Sa- 
maria: and Ahah killed iheep and oxen forhiinin 
abv>m^ttci', and tor the pcopte that he had with him. 



And he anlwered him, J am as thou art, and my peo- 
ple as thy people, and zee will he with thee in the war. 

Here is, ( i ,) J»:ht>n>aphal*< growing pr^alcr. It u'at laitl beforp, chap* 
xxvii. 3. he hail riches and honour in nbundt.txc : and here it is laid agaiu v 
his wealth and honour increafe upon him by \nviy and good management. 

But, 'I. Nut growing iviler, elfe h.ennnhl n<-l huvy joir,<-<l with Ahab, 
that Or generate llrsi'rhte, who liad I'idd htmfell' to work, wirkednvl':.. What 
good could he get by a man that was fo ill 1 V/ha! good could he do to a 
man that was to ohltinatciy ill? An idolater, a peifcculor; with him he 
joined inatTiniiy. i. c murriod lii> ( -u Jchoraiu io Ahah'Mhiu^hter Athaliah, 
the worft mateh L)>.it i.vur was mafic b> ;n>y i>t the Jioul-* ol P.tvi;! j I won- 
der what Juhofhapiii! eould promile hnnit:lt by it : (I .) LVrhajx pride made 
the match a< it doth many a one, whieh Ipeeds accordingly. Hi-* religion for- 
bad him to marry his fun m a daughter of any of the heathen princes that 
were about bun, ihnu ffmlt nol take their daughters ti> thy Jims, and having 
riches and honour in abundance, he thought il a difparagt'inent to marry hi rat 
io a fubjeel: A king's daughter it mult be, and therefore AiudVs, little con- 
fi<lering thai Jezebel was l;er nioihvr. ('J ) Sonte think he did it in policy, 
hoping by dm expedient ti> unite the kingdoms in hi* fon, Ahab pi:fhap< 
nattering him wiih hopes that he would make him his heir, when he in- 
tended no furh thing. 

This match drow Jehofliaphat, (I.) Into an inlimale familiarity with 
AbaV; be m um bun a \ifit at Samiria. And Ahab. proud of the honour 
which jehofliaphat did him, gave him a very fpleijdid enier:ainmf»nr> ac" 
cording to the fpleodor uf Hi- fe lin:r- - , he killed jheep and oxen for hint, 
plain meal, in uhundji:c*' t ver. *J. (n this 1 JeIiolV.:«pUat fiid not >.\a!k fj 
cWW^y a* Viv rtionm V-.tvu d«»ne in il »-• > a\< ol* bU l.dhiT P>v:d, lor he Luted 
the congregation of ctU-docrs, and 'x-mld nvt fitxulh ttr n/cktd, I'iai. :<:-;vi. '>. 

nor deli red to eat of their dainties. Pial. « ::.'i. t. ('J.J Into a league with 
Ahab again ft the Syrians. Ahab perfuatkd him to jn t n !orc«;s with him 

in an expedition fi»r 1W recovery ol' J\an>f>i ,, .-^'dvnO, acilv in the tribe of 
Gad, on the other lidc Jordan.' DtJ n'.l Alm!i l.now tr:al that, and ali 
the other cities of Ifrael, did ol right belong to Ji-hofliaphat, as heir of the 
houfe of David ? With what lace tru-n cnuhi he .ilk Jehortiaphat to a!H!l him 
vti Tccovermg it Vm bi»)fu)l, wbofe ti\'pe t«» tb«- vrown w»< uhifpert a;»d pre- 
carious? Yel Jehofliaphat, an caly man, yield* to go w:lh him; lamas 
thou art, ver. 'J. Some mens kindueiles are dangerous, as well as their fo- 
ctcty infectious. The feali Ahab made for Jeho'liaphat, ^asdeligued only 
Vd \v\)ecti\e him >n\o ibis expedition. The k'ljjl-s of an %netvy arc •decsttjul. 

4. And Jehoiliaphat faid unto the king of Ifrael, 
Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of Utt LORD, to- 
day. 5. Therefore the king or Ifrael gathered together 
of prophets four hundred men, and faid unto them, 
Shall we go to Uavnoth-gilead to battle, or thall i tor- 
bear? And they faid, Go up; for God will deliver it 
into the king's hand. (7. But Jchoihaphat faid, Is 
there not here a prophet of the LOUD befides, that 
we might enquire of him? 7. And the king of Ifrael 
faid unto Jchoihaphat, There is yet one man by whom we 
may enquire of the LORD: hut 1 hate him, for he 
never prophefieth good unto me, but always evil : the 
fame is Michaiah the fon of Jmla. And Jeho/haphat 
faid, Let not the king lay fo. S, And the king of 
lfrae) called for one r?/A/Voflieei ?,and faid, Fetch quickly 
Michaiah the fon of Imla. 9, And the king of Ifrael 
and Jehofliaphat king of Judah, fat cither of them on 
his throne, clothed in their robes, and they fat in a 
void place at the entering in of the gate of Samaria, 
and all the prophets propheiied before them. lO.Atid 
Zedekuh the ion of Chenaanah, had made him horns 
of iron, and faid, Thus faith the LORD, With thefe 
thou /halt pu/h Syria, until they be confumed. 11. 
And all the prophets prophcfied io, faying, Go up 

9D to 



Chap. XVIII. 



If. ■ C H R O N I C L E S. 



Chap. XI X< 



to Ramoth-gilcad, and profpcr: for the LORD fhall 
deliver it into the hand of the king. 12. And the 
meflenger that went to % call Micaiah, fpake to him, 
faying, Behold, the words of the prophets declare 
good to the king with one aflcnt: let thy word, there- 
tore, I. pray thee, be like one of theirs, and fpeakthou 
good. 13. And Micaiah faid, As the LORD lireth, 
even what my God faith, that will I fpcak. 14. And 
when lie was come to the king, the king faid unto 
him, Micaiah, fliall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle 
or mall I forbear? And he faid, Go ye up and profper, 
and they fhall be delivered into your hand. 15. And 
the king faid to him, How many times fhall I adjure 
thee that thou fay nothing but the truth to me, in the 
name of the LORD? 16. Then he faid, I did fee all 
Ifrael fcattered upon the mountains, as fheep that have 
no fhepherd: and the LORD faid, Thele have no 
mafter; let them return therefore every man to his 
houfe in peace. 17. (And the king of Ifrael faid to 
Jehofliaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would not 
prophefy good unto me, but evii ?) 18. Again he faid, 
Therefore hear the word of the LORD, I faw the 
LORD fitting upon his throne, and all the hoft of 
heaven Handing on his right hand, and on his left. 
19. And the LORD faid, Who mail entice Ahab king 
of Ifrael, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth- 
gilead r And one fpake laying after this manner, and 
another faying after that manner. 20. Then there came 
out a fpirit and flood before the LORD, and faid, I 
will entice him. And the LORD faid unto him, 
Wherewith? 21. And he faid, I will go out and be a 
lying fpirit in the mouth of his prophets. And the 
LORD faid, Thou Jlialt entice him, and thou flialt 
alfo prevail: go out, and do even fo. 22. Now there- 
fore behold, the LORD hath put a lying fpirit in the 
mouth of thefe thy prophets, and the LORD hath 
fpoken evil againll thee. 2,'J. Then Zedekiah the fon 
of Chenaanah came near, and (mote Micaiah upon 
the cheek, and faid, Which way went the Spirit of the 
LORD from me, to fpeak unto thee? 24-. And Alt- 
caiah faid, Behold, thou flialt fee on that day, when 
thou fhalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyfelf. 
25. Then the kin<* of Ifrael faid, Take ye Micaiah, 
and carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, 

and to Joafh the king's fon : 26\ And fay, Thus faith 
Jl * " • — anc | j- ecc j jjj jn 

of affliction, 

untiM return in peace. 27. And Micaiah faid, if thou 
certainly return in peace, then hath not the LORD 
ipok.cn by me. And he laid, Hearken all yc people. 



the king, Put this fellow in the prifon, : 
with bread of affliction, and with water 



Tin's is almoff word for word the fame with what we Iiad I Kings xxir. 
""We will not repeat what was there faid, nor have we much lo add, but 
may take occafion to think, 

1. Of the (great duly of acknowledging God in all our ways nail enquir- 
ing at his word, whatever we undertake. Jehofliaphat was not willing: lo 
proceed till he had done this, ver. \, By particular believing prayer, by 
an unbiafled conlulfing of the fcripiures and our own conferences, and by 
an obfervant regard to the hints of providence, we may make fuch enqui- 
ries, and very much 10 our fut/sfuclinn. 

2. Or the great danger of bad company even to good men ; thofe that 
have mofl wifdoin, grace and rvfolution, cannot be lure that they ran con- 
verfe familiarly with wicked people and get no hurt by them. Jehoflia- 
phat here in eoruplaifance to Ahab (its in his robes patiently bearing the 
talfe prophets fpeaking lies in the name of the Lord, w. t>. can fcarce 
find in his heart lo give him a too mild and gentle reproof for bating a pro- 
phet of the L»rd,rer.7. and dare* not. rebuke that lalfe prophet whobafely 
abufed that faithful feer, nor oppofe Ahab who committed him to prifon. 
They who venture among the feats of the fenrnful cannot come off without 
a great deal of the guilt, at leaft of the omillion of liieir duty, unlcfs they 
have fuch meafure-? of wifdom and courage as few can pretend to. 

3. Of the unhappinefs of thole who are furrounded with flatterers, efpe- 
cially flattering prophets who cry peace to them, and prophefy nothing but 
fmoolb things. Thus was Ahab cheated into his ruin, and juftly; for be 
hearkened lo fuch, and preferred them that humoured him 9 before a good 
prophet that gave him fair warning of his danger. Thofe do beft for thein- 
felvcs that give their friends leave, and particularly their miniflcrs, fo deal 
plainly and faithfully with them, and take it not only patiently but kindly. 
Thatcounfel is not always befl for us that is moft pleating to us. 

*. Of the power of Satan, by the divine permiflion, in the children of 
difobedience. One lying fpirit can make four hundred lying prophets, and 
make ufe of them to deceive Ahab, ver. 21. The devil becomes a mur- 
derer by being a liar, and deflroys men by deceiving them. 

5. Ot" the juftice of God in giving thofe up to flrong dclufionsto believe 
a lie, who will not receive the love of the truth, but rebel again/lit, ver. 
21. Let the tying Jpirit prevail to entice thofe to their ruin that will not 
be perfuaded to their duty andhappinefs. 

6. Of tjfje hard cafe of faithful minifiers whofe lot it hath often been to 
be hated and perfecuted and ill treated for being true to their God, and 
juft and' kind to the fouls of men. Micaiah for difcharging a good con- 
ference was buffet ted, imprifoned, and condemned to the bread and water 
of affliction. But he could with affiirance^apppal to the iiTue, as ail of thofe 
may do who are run down for their faithfulncfs, ver, 27; The hft day 
will declare who is in the right, and who in the wrong, when Chrift will 
appear to the unfpeakable confolatton of his perfecuted people, and the 
evcrlafting confulion of their perfecutors, who will be made to fee in fftat 
*i*ty, ver, what they will not now believe. 



! 
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28. So the king of Hrarl, and Jehofltsiphat r he klt,^ 
of Judah, went up to Kamoth-gilead. 2.o. And the 
king of Ifrael laid unto Jehofliaphat, I will difguhc 
myfelft and will go to the battle, but put thou on tit v 
robes. So the king of Ifrael d if gui led himself, ant! 
they went to the battle, -in. Now the kins*; of Syria 
had commanded the captains of the chariots thai were 
with him, faying, Fight ye not with fm.il! or great, 
fave only with the king ot Ifrael. 31. And it came to 
pafs when the captains of the chariots faw Jebo/haphar, 
that they faid, It is the king of Ifrael: therefore they 
compailed about him (o fight: but Jehofliaphat cried 
out, and the LORD helped him, and God moved 
them to depart from him. 32. For it came to pats, 
that when the captains of the chariots perceived that it 
was not the king of Ifrael: they turned back again 
from purfui jig him. 33. And a' certain man drew a 
bow at a venture, and fmotc the king of Ifrael between 
the joints of the harnefs: therefore he faid to his cha- 
riot-man, Turn thine hand, that thou mayit carry me 
out of the holt j for I am wounded. 3-J*. And the bat- 
tle increafed that day: howbeit, the king of Ifrael 
ftayed him/idf up in his chariot again It the Syrians, iiriul 
the even: and about the time of the fun going down, 
he died. 

Yv*c have here, I, Good Jehofliaphat expofing himfelf in his robe-;, thereby 
endangered and yet delivered. We have reaion to think that Ahab, while 
he pretended friundfliip, really aimed at JeJioihap'ial's hie, to take him off", 
that he might have the management yf his fucceir<jr, vvho was his fun-in- 
law, elfc he would never have adeifed him to enter into the battle with 
his robes on, which \v«s but to make himfelf an eafv mark to the enemy: 
and it really Jje intended that, it was as villainous u piece of treachery as ever 
man was guilty of, and juilly was he himfelf taken in the pit he digged for 
his friend. 'J "ho enemy had fouu an eye upon the robes, and vigoroully 
attacked the unwary prince, who now when it wai too late wiflied himfelf 
in the habit of the puoreff foldier, rather than in his princely raiment. 
He cried out* either to his friends to relieve him, but .Ahab took no care 
of that: i>i fo his enemies to rectify their miftake, and let them knotv that 
he was nut flu- king of Ifrael; or to God, for fuccuur and deliverance; to 
whom elfe fhould he cry? And he found it was not in vain, the Lord 
helped him out of his dift refs, by moving the captains to depart from him, ver. 
31. God has all mens hearts in his hand, and turns them as he ploafelh, 
contrary to their own firft intentions, to ferve his purpofes. Many are 
moved unaccountably both tothemfclves and others, but an invifible power 
moves tli em. 2. Wicked Ahab difguifing himfelf, arming himfelf, thereby 
he thought fecuring himfelf, and yet flain, ver. 33. No art, no arms, 
can fave thole whom God has appointed lo ruin. What can hurt thofe whom 
God will protect? and what can (heller thofe whom God will defixoy? 
Jehofliaphat is fafe in his robes, Ahab killed in his armour, for the race is 
not to the fwift nor the battle to the flrong. * 

C H A P. XIX. 

IV e have here a further account of the good reign of Jehafiapkat ', 
(I.) His return in peace to Jerufalem, ver. i. (2.) The reproof 
given him for his leagu* with Ahab y and his acting in conjunction 
with him, ver. 2, S. (:*.) The great care he took thereupon to 
reform his kingdom, ver. 4. ( J.) The biHrurliotts he gave to his 

judges, both thofe in the country farms that kept the inferior 
courts, ver. 5 — 7. a?id thofe in Jerufalem that fat in the fupreme 

judicature of the kingdom , ver. S— M. 

1- A ND Jehofliaphat the king of Judah returned 
JT\ to his houfe in peace to Jerufalem. 2. And Jehu 
the ion of Hanani the feer went out to meet him, and 
faid to king Jehofliaphat, Shouldft thou help the un- 
godly and Jove them that hate the LORD ? therefore 
is wrath upon thee from before the LORD. 3. Ne- 
verthelefs there are good things found in thee, in that 
thou haft taken away the groves out of the laud, and 
h a ft prepared Shine heart to feck God. 4. And Jeho- 
fliaphat dwelt at Jerufalem: and he went out again 
through the people, from Beerflieba to mount Ephraim, 
and brought them back unto the LORD God of their 
fathers. 




auje in peace* 

Notice i< taken of this to iulimale, (J.) That he fared belter than he had 
expected. He ha J been in imminent peril, and yet came home in peace. 
Whenever we return hi peace to our houfes we ought to acknowledge God's 
providence in prefer\'ing our going out and our coming-in. But if we have 
been kept through more than ordinary dangers; we are in a fpecial manner 
bound to be thankful. There was but a flep perhaps between us and death, 
and yet we are alive, (2.) That he fared better than he deferved ; he was 
out of the way qt his duty, had been out upon an expedition which he 
could not well account for to God and his conference, and yet he returned * 
in peace, for God is not extreme to mark what we do <*mifs, nor doth he 
withdraw his protection every lime we forfeit it. (3 .) That he fared better 
than Ahab king of Ifrael did, who was brought home flain, though Jeho- 
fliaphat had faid to Ahab, / am as thou art, God diftinguifhcd him, for he 
knows and owns the way of the righteous, but the may of the ungodly Jhall- 
perijhm Diftinguithing mercies are very obliging : two kings in the field 
together, one taken and the other left, one brought home in blood, the other 
in peace. 

2. In fending him a reproof for his affinity wiih Ahab. It is a great 
mercy to be made fenfible of our faults, and to be told in time wherein we. 

have 



Chap. XIX. 



II. CHRONICLE S. 



Chap. XX. 



taive erred, thai we may repent and amend Hie error before it be loo fate. 
The prophet by whom the rt'prnoi' is lent is Jehu (lie (on of Hanani: the la« 
ther was an eminent prophet in the lad reign, by the liime token that A fa 
put him in ihe flocks for his plain dealing: ; yet the fnn was not afraid to 
reprove anolher king. St. Paul would have his ion Timothy not only not 
difcouraged but animated by bis futfering*, 2 Tim, iii, I I, 14. 

(I.) He tells him plainly, that he had done very ill in joining withAhabj 
Jhouldjl t/iou, a godly man, help the u«go<%, gn'<; them a hand of fellowmtp, 
and lend them a hand of alii fiance? Or, Jkould thou love them that hate the 
I.ord t will thou lay llmfe in thy bofom whom God behoMs afar off"? It is the 
blark elmracter ot wicked people that they are haters of God, Rom. »- 30. 
Idolaters arefo reputed in the fecond commandment; and therefore it is 
not. for I hole thai love God to take delight in them, nor contract an inti- 
macy with them. Do tint I hate th**jc% fail h David, thai hate thee t Pfal. 
cxxj«ix.2J, 2'1. Thofe whom the grace of God dignified, ought not to 
debafe themhdves. Let God's people he of God's mind. 

(2,) That God was difpleafed with him for doing this ; There is wrath 
itpontttee,jram before the Lord, and thou mufl by repentance make thy peace 
with him, or it will be the v/urfe for thee. He did fo, and God's anger 
was turned away. Ye I his trouble in the next chapter wasa rebuke to him 
for meddling with ft rife that belonged not to him : If lie be lb [ond of war, 
he Ihall have enough of it. And the great mifchtels which his (ced after 
him fell into by the houfe of Ahab, was the juft pumfhment of his affinity 
with that houfe. 

(2.) Yet he takes notice of that which was prarfe-wmfliy, as it is conve- 
nient for us to do when we give a reproof, ver. 'A. 'J here are good things 
found in the, and therefore. 'iliough Guri be difylr-afed ntthlhee, bedolh 
' not, he will not rail 1 1 we i>ffl Hisabohlhing idid.dry u-iilm heart fixed for 
God, and engdged lo fuck, him, wu- a goad tiling which God accepted of, 
and would have inm go «,r> with for all tin's. 

{4 ) The return of duly which Jehofliaphal made to God for this favour. 
He took the reproof very well, was not wroth with the fcer as his father 
was, but fu bait tied. IM the righteous fmitc me, it Jludl he a kiudncjS. See 
what effecT the reproof had upon him. ( I.) Me dwett at JtrujUiem, ver. 4, 
minded his own butiuels at home, and would not ex-pidehimlelf by making 
any more fuch vifitu to Ahab. Rebuke a xiifa man, #/»•/ he tvill be yet wifcr, 
and will take warning 1 , Prov. ix. S, I). (2. J To alone (as I may fay) for 
that vifil he made to Ahab, he made a pious profitable vi/itation of his own 
kingdom -, he out through the people in his own per fnn, from Hcerflteba 
in the fbtith to mourn Kphtaim in the north, and brought them hack to the 
Lord God of their father*, i. e. did all he could towards it. (I.) By what 
the prophet laid, he perceived that his former attempts for reformation 
were well-plea fin g to God, and therefore he revived them, and did what 
was then left undone. It is good when commendations thus quicken us lo 
our duly, and the more we are praifed fur doing well, the more vigorous we 
are in well-doing. ('2.) Perhaps he found that his late affinity with the ido- 
Jairous houfe of Ahab and kingdom of Ifrael, had had an ill influence upon 
his own kingdom ; many, we may fuppofe. were emboldened to revolt to 
idolatry, when they law even their reforming king fo intimate with idola- 
ters; and therefore be thought himfcif doubly obliged to do all lie could to 
reduce them. It we truly repent of our fin, we will do our ulmofi lo repair 
the damage we have any way done by it to religion, or the fouls of others. 
We are particularly concerned to recover thofe that have fallen into fin, or 
been hardened in it by our example. 

5. And he let judges in the land throughout all 
the fenced cities of Judah, city by city; 6. And faid 
to the judges, Take heed what ye do : for ye judge 
not for man, but for the LORD, who is with you in 
the judgment. 7. Wherefore now, let the fear of the 
LORD be upon you, take heed and do it : for there is 
310 iniquity with the LORD our God, nor refpe6t of 

Je- 
the 

priefts, and of the chief of the lathers of Ifrael, for the 
judgment of the LORD, and for controveWies, when 
they returned to Jerusalem. 9. And he charged them, 
faying, Thus ihall ye do in the fear of the LORD, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart. JO. And what 
caufe foe ver mall come to you of your brethren that 
dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, between 
Jaw and commandment, ftatutes and judgments, ye 
fhall even warn them that they trefpafs not againfi the 
LORD, and/0 wrath come upon you, and upon your 
brethren, this do, and yefhall not trefpafs, 11. And 
behold, Amariah the chief prieft is over you in all 
matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the fon of I/h- 
mael, the rulerof the houfe of Judah, for all the king's 
matters; alfo the Levites y/uzl£ be officers before you. 
Deal courageously, and the LORD Ihall be with the 
good. 

Jehofhapbat having done what he could to make his people good, he is 
here providing, if poffiMe, to keep them foby the influence of fettled ma- 
gistracy. He had lent preacher* among them to inftiucl them, chap, xvii. 
7, 8, 9. and that provifion did well ; but now ho law it farther requiute to 
lend judges among them, lo fee the laws put in exec ution, and to bea ter- 
ror la evil doers. It is very likely there were judges up and down tne 
countrv before, but either* they ne^IecTled their bufinefs, or the people 
flighted them, fo that the end *>f the inliitution was not anfwered ; and 



perfons, nor taking of gifts. 8. Moreover, in 
rufalcm did Jehotnaphat fetof the Levites, and e 
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that will be a reftrainl upon you to keep you from doing wrong. Nth. v# 
1$. Gen.xYtu 18. and an engagement to you to be a&ive in doing the duty 
of your place. Let dc(lru€lion from God bea terror lo l hero, as Job fpeaks, 
Job xxxi. 23. and then they will be a terror to none but evil iioers. 

(£♦) The motives be would have them coniirier, to engage them to faith* 
fulnels: And Ihcfe are three, all taken from Gud* (ljTbat from him 
they had their commlflion ; his miniflers they were. The powers that be 
are ordained by him, and for him. Yc judge not for man, but for the Lord i 
your bufinefs is to glorify him, and lerve the interefls of his kingdom 
among men. (2.) That hi* eye was upon them : He is xxilhyou in the judg- 
ment* to take notice what you do, and call you lo an account rf you do 
amifs. (3.) That he is the great example of jufticcto all magiftrates, There 
is no iniquity with him, no bribery, nor refpett of perfons. Magiftrates arc 
called gods, and therefore muft endeavour to rcfemble him. 

2. He crefled a fupreme court at Jernfalem, which was adv ifed with, 
and appealed to in all the difficult caufes that occurred in the inferior courts, 
and which gave judgment upon demurrers, (to fpeak in the language of ouC 
own law) Jpvcial vcrrtifls, and ivrils of error. This court fat in JurulaJem, 
for t here was JH the thrones of judgment, there they would be under the in- 
fpe&ion of iUo king himfclf. Ohferve, 

1. The caufe.s co«;ni fable in tins court ; and they were o'' two kinds, as 
with us, l w P/casor the crown 9 called here the judgment of thcL<*rd % be- 
caufe the Jaw of Go 1 was the law of the realm: All crimtua.s were charged 
with the breach of fome or olher law of his, and were fa'd Jo offend again/i 
his peace, his crown and dignity. 2. Common plea?, between party and 
party, called here contrnverJii\\ ver, S. and caufesof their brethren, ver. JO. 
differences between blond and hfaod; This refers \o Dcttt. xvij, S. between 
the blond of the perton Ham and the blood of the manllayer. S;nce the 
revolt of the ten tithes all the cities of refuge, except Hebron, belonged 
to the kingdom of Ifrael, and therefore we may fuppofe the courts of the 
temple or the horns ol the altar were chiefly ufed as /andluaries in that cafe, 
and therefore the trial uf homicides was reterved for the court at Ierufalem r 
W the interior judges did not agree about the fenfe of any law or command- 
ment, any flatute or judgment, this court muft determine theconfroverfy* 

2. Tlie judges id tin* court t\ ere fume of the Lcvites and prieft % that wefe 
mo ft learned rnCfie law, eminent lor wifdom, and of approved integrity, 
and funic of the chief of the fathers of Ifrael ; peer* of the realm, as I may 
call them, orperf'.ns nfnge and experience, that nadbeen men ut bufniefs, 
who would be ihemo/J conjpeler.t judges of mailers of iadl f as the priefts 
and Leches were ul iLc fenteof the law. 

3. The two chiefs, or prefidents of this court. Amariah Ihehigh-prreft 
was to prefide in ccclefi.itt.cal caufes, lodiredt thecourf, and be the mouth 
of it! or perhaps to be laft confulted in cafes which the judges them fe Ives 
doubled of ; And Zebadiah, t/je prime minUler of that ftate, in all civil 
caufes, ver. \ \ m Tims there are divcrfitics of gifts and operations, but all 
from tl)e fame Spirit, and for the good of the body. Some underftand beffc 
ike matters of the Lord, others the king's matters ; neither can fay to the other,' 
I have no need of thee, for God's ifrael has need of both; and as every one 
hath received the gift, fo Jet him mioifter the lame. B.'c/fed be God both 
for magillratesand miniftersj fcribes and ftatefmen ; men of books, and 
men ol bu/inefc. 

4. The tnfurior officers of the court, fome of ttic Lcvites (fuch as had not 
parts to qualify them for judges),//;/*// be officers beforcyou, ver. II. They 
were to bring caufe* into the court, and to fee the fentenceof the judges 
executed. And thefe hands and tect were as neceifary in their places, as 
eyes and heads, the judges in theirs. 

5. The charge which the king gave them. {! .) They muft (ec to it that 
ihey acted from a good principle; muft do all in thefcur of the LortU fetting 
him always before «hem, and then they would acl faithfully, co:X:ientioufly* 
and teith a perfect upright heart, ver. tf# (2.) They njuft make it their 
great and conftant care to prevent fin,M uw u the people that they tnfpafsnot 
azainjl the Lord) poifefs them with a dread of lin, not only as limtful to 
themlelves and the public peace, but a* an offence to God, and t : »at which 
would bring wrath upon the people if they committed it, and upon the ma- 
giftrates if they did not punifh it. Thisdauad ye jhall not trefpaj\\ this im- 
plies* that thofu who have power in their hands contraft the guilt of fin 
themfelves, if they do nut u5e ikeir power for the preventing and rcftraitung 
of fin in others. V«U trefpafs if you do not keep them Irom ircipjlling, 
(3.) They muft ail with refutation. Deal courageoufly, and har not the 
face of man ; be buhl and tlutw<r in the difeharge of your duty, and who- 
ever is againll yon, God will protect you. 'J he Lordjhtttbe with the <*ood m 
Wherever he fi ml > a good man, a good magi/irate, lie will be fou;u| a good 
God. 

C II A P. XX. 

IVe have here y (I.) The gtrat danger ami dijtrrfs that Jehqfltaphat 
and his kingdom were in from a foreign invajhn 9 vctr. 1, 2. (2.) 



dom, Mr, 5. The judges of thefe courts were tokvep the people in the 
worfliipof God a Jo punifli the violations of' ihe law, and to decide contro- 
verfies between man and man* Here is the charge tie gave them, ver. G* 

In it wchave, . m , 

(J.) The means he prcfcrUies to them for the keeping of them clofe lo 
their duty, and thofe are two. (1.) Great caution and circumlpeclion : 
Tvkt /teedtshat ye do, ver. 6. And again, Take, heed and do it, ver. 7. 
Mind your* bnlirfels; lake heed ol making anymiftakes ; . be afraid of mif- 
underftanding any point of law, or the matter of Judges, ofall'men, 

Iiave neeci to be cautious, becauic fo much depends upon their taking a ■ 
t/jing right.. (2.) preai piety and religion : I .et tht Jtar oj Godbcttponynu,. 



thankful belUwhgYrccptfanofthofc-ajFuvam eSi ver. I H — 21. (5.) 
Thedcfriatxvhich God gave to'tht'.i'rvftemic* thereupon, ver. 22 — 25. 
(6.) Afolemn thanfgivingwhkh thci/ kept for their victory \ and 
for the ha ppjj eonjequenccs of it, ver. 2ti — 30. (7 . ) The conclujiort 
of the reign of JehoJ/ntphat, not without fame bk mi/he s> ver, 
"fi— 37. 

I. YT came lo pafs aficr this alfo, that ihe children of 
X Moab, and the children or' Amnion, and with, 
them other bolides the Ammonites, came againll Jeho- 
fhapbat to battle. 2. Then there came fome that told 
Jehoihaphat, laying, There cometh a great multitude- 
againft thee from beyond the fea on this fide Syria, and 
behold they be in Hazazon-tamar, which is Engedi. 

3. And Jehoihaphat feared, and let himlelf to feek the 
LORD, and proclaimed a fait throughout all Judah, 

4. And Judah gathered themfelves together to alk help. 
of the LORD': even out of all the cities of Judah they 
came to leek the LORD: 5. f And Jehoihaphat. 
flood in the congregation of Judah and Jerufalem, in 
the houfe of the LORD, before the new court, 6. 
And faid, O LORD God of our fathers, in* 'not thou 
God in heaven ? and ruleft wo*. thou over all the king- 
domsof the heathen 2 and in thine band is there hot 

power 
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power and might, fo that none is able to wit Mian d 
thee ? 7. Art not thou our God, who cliclft drive out 
the inhabitants of this land before thy people IfraeJ, and 
gaveit it to the feed of Abraham thy friend for ever ? 
8, And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a fane- 
tuary therein for thy name, faying, 9. If when evil 
cometh upon us, ^thefvvord, judgmenr, or peftilcncc, 
or famine, we (land before this houle, and in thy pre- 
sence, (for thy name is in this houfe) and cry unto thee 
in our affliction, then wilt thou hear and help- 10. And 
now behold, the children of Ammon, and Moab, and 
mount Seir, whom thou wouldft not let Jfrael invade, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they 
tirrned from them, and deflroyed them not: 11. Be- 
hold, I Jay* hozo they reward us, to come and caft us, 
out of thy pofleffion, which thou haft given us to in- 
herit. 12. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might againii this great company that 
cometh againlt us: neither know we what to do, but 
our eyes are upon thee. 13. And all Judah ftood be- 
fore me LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children. 

We left Jehofliaphat in the foregoing chapter very well employed in re* 
forming his kingdom, and providing for the due adminiftration of juliice, 
and fupport of religion in it, and expected nothing but to hear of the peace 
and profperity of his reign; but here we have him in diftrefs, yet that in 
order to fuch a glorious deliverance as was an abundant recom pence fur his 
piety. If we meet with trouble in the way of duty, we may believe it is 
that God may have an opportunity of Ihcivtng us fo much the more of his 
marvelous loving kindnefs. We may here, 

. I. A formidable invafion of Jehofhaphal's kingdom by i he Moabitcs and 
Ammonites, and their auxiliaries! rer. i. and the furprifing notice of it 
brought to Jehofliaphat, when they had already entered his country, rrr. 2. 
What pretence they harl to quarrel with Jehofliaphat doth not appear; they 
are faid to come from beyond the fea, meaning the dead fea, where 5odoiu 
bad flood. It flioultl fcem they marched through thofe of the ten tribes that 
lay beyond Jordan, and they gave them pafTage through their borders ; fo 
ungrateful were they to Jdiolhaphat, who had lately put his hand to help 
them in recovering Kamoth*giIcacL Several nations joined in this conf«'» 
deracy, but efpecially the children of Lot, whom the reft helped,^/?//. Ixxxiii. 
tf> 7, 8. The neighbour nations had feared Jchofluphat, chap. xvJL 10, 
but perhaps his affinity with Ahab had Iffteiu'd him in their efieem, and 
they had had fonie intimation that his God was dlfplcaled with him lor it, 
which they fancied would give them an opportunity to make a prey of his 
kingdom* 

2. The preparation Jeholhaphnt made againft the invaders. No mention 
is made of his muttering his forces, no doubt that was done, God mutt be 
trufled in the ufe of means. But his great care was to obtain the favour of 
God, and fecure him on his fide, which perhaps he was the more felicitous 
about, btcaufe he had been lately told, that there was xvruth upon him from 
hrforc the lord, chap, xiw 2. But he is of the mind of his father David, if 
we mutt be corrected, yet let us not fall into the hands of man. (I .J He 
feared; confeious of guilt made him fear; fhuie that have leatt /in are 
mott fenliblc of it: The furprifc added to the fright. Holy fear is a fpur to 
prayer and preparation, JJcb. xi.7. (2.) He fee hbnfclfto feck the Lorri, and 
in the fiitt place to wake him his friend. They that would leek the Lord 
fo as to find him, and to find favour with binj, mutt fet themfelves to feck 
him, mutt do it with fixednefs of thought, fincerity ol intention, with the 
utmott vigour and re (o Jul ion to continue feeking him. {:>.) lie proclaimed 
aftiji throughout all Judah, appointed a day of humiliation and prajer, that 
lhcy mi^ht join together in conl'cfling their fins, and tifkitighdp of the Lord. 
batting liou) bodily refreflimeni^ upon fuch extraordinary uccafinns, is a 
token vt' felfojuclging for the fins we have committed, we own ourfelves 
un worth v of the bread we eat, and that God might juttly withhold it from 
us ; and of felf-denial for the future ; fatting for tin impih-*; a refoiutfon to 
fatt from it, though it has been to us a< afweet morlel. Magi tt rales are to 
call their people to the duty of fatting and prayer upon fuch occafions, that 
?t may be a national aft, and fo may obtain national mercies. (4J The 
people readily allcmblcd out of all the cities of Judah in the court of the 
temple, to join in prayer, w. 4« and ihey Jiood before the Lord, as beggars 
at hi* door, with their wives and children; they and their families were in 
danger, and therefore they bring them with them to feck the Lord. Lord, 
we are indeed a provoking people, that defer? c lobe abandoned to ruin, 
but here arc little ones that are innocent, let not them pcritti in the ttorrn. 
Nineveh wa* fpared for the fake of the little ones, Jonah iv. II. The place 
they met in wus the houfe of the Lord, before the new court* that was perhaps 
lately added to the former courts* feme think, that which was called the 
court of the women: thus they came wiihin reach of that gracious promife 
which God made in an fiver to Solomon's prayer, chap. vii. 15. mine ears 
JKall be attent to the prayer that is made in this place. Jehofliaphat himfelf 
was the mouth of the congregation to God, and did not devolve the work 
upon his chaplains. Though the kings wore forbidden to burn incenfe, 
they were allowed to pray and preach; as Solomon, and Jehofliaphat here. 

The prayer Jehofliaphat prayed upon this cccatton is here recorded^ or 
part of it, and an excellent prayer it is. 

1. He acknowledged! *he fovereign dominion of the divine providence; 
gives to God the glory of it, and takes to himfelf the comfort of it, rci* 6. 
Art thou not God in heaven? no doubt thou art, which none of the gods of 
the heathen are; make it to appear then. Js not thy dominion fuprpme 
over kings themfelves, and univerfal over all kingdoms, even thofe of the 
heathen that know thee not ? Control theie heathen then ; fet bounds to 
thuir daring, threatening intuits* Is there not in thy hand that power and 
might which none is able to uithjland? Lord, exert it on our behalf. GIo* 
rify thine own omnipotence. v 

2. He lays hold on their covenant-relation to God and infereft in Him. 
Thou art God in heaven, art the God of our fat/ten, ter. 6, and our God } 
ver. 7. Whom (hould we feek to, whom fiiould we trutt to for relief, but 
to the God we have chofen and ferved ? 

3- He ftiews the title they had to this good land they were now in pof- 
feffion of; an indifputable title it was, thougatefi it to the feed of Abraham 
thy friend. He was thy friend, this is referred to« James it. 23. to (hew 
the honour of Abraham, that he was called the friend of Gods we are his 
feed; and hope to be beloved for the father's fake\ Rom. xu 28* Deut. vii, 9 t 
We hold this land by grant from thee. Lord maintain thirie own grant. 



and warrant it againf! all unjufl claims. Suffer us not (o he ntji out *$j :; c 
poj/hfton, wc are tenants, thou art our landlord, wilt thou, not hold iIvm* 
own? vcr. 11. They that ufe what they have for Gud, may com for tab*/ 
hope that he will fecure it to them. 

4. He makes mention of the fanfluary, the temple they had built for 
God's name, ver. tf. not as if that merited any thing at God's hand, lor of 
his own they gave him, but it was fuch a token of God's favourable pretence 
with ilicm,- as that iJiey liad promifetJ themfelves lie would hear and help 
thcai when in their diflrefs they cried to him before thai houfe, ver. 8, 9. 
Lord, when it was built, it was intended for Hie encouragement of our faith 
at luch a. time as this. Here thy name i>-j here we are. Lord help us for 
the glory or thy name. 

S'.He pleads the ingratitude and injuftice of his enemies; we arc fuch as 
it will be thy glory to appear fur ; they are fuch as il will be thy glory to 
appear againlt; for (!.) They ill requite our ancient fcmdnefles. Thou 
wouldjl not let //rati invade them, nor give them any difturbance, Deut. ii. 
5, 9, 19. Meddle tint uith the Edomitcs, dijlrejh not the Moubilcs, come not nigh 
the children of Amnion, no not though they provoke you : yet now lee how 
they invade us. We may comfortably appeal to God againf! thofe that ren- 
der us evil for good. (2.J JTUcy break in upon our ancient rights. They 
come tocajltts out ofourpojfeffions, and feize our land for themfelves, O our 
God, wilt thou nal judge them ? ver. J 'J. Wilt thou, not give fcntonceagainft 
them, and execute it upon them ? The jufticc of God is the refuge of thofe 
that are wronged. 

6. He profeileth his entire dependence upon God for deliverance; though 
he had agrcat army on foot, and well difciphned, yet {faith \\ts) xie have no 
miqht (iQuinJl this great company, none without thee, none that we can expect 
any thing trotii without thy fpecial pretence and bluing, none to boaft of, 
none to trull to, but our eyes are upon thee, we rely upon thee, and from thee 
2s all our expectation. The difeafe fecms defperate, wc hnov; not xhut to 
do, are quite ut a lofs, in a great ftraif, but this is a fovereign remedy, our 
cyts arc upon thee, an e; e of acknowledgment and humble fuhmifiion, an eye 
ol faith and entire dependence, an ej o of He fire and hearty prayer, an eye 
f>l hope and patient expectation. In thee, O G >d, do lie put >»ur truftt our 
jbul.s wait en thee. 

14. $ Then upon Jahasicl the fen "of Zcchariah, the 
fon ofBejiaiaJ], the Ion of Jeiei, the fun of Mattaniab, 
aLevhe of the Tons of Afaph, came the Spirit of the 
LOUD in thcmidltof the congregation : 15. And he 
aid, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants or' Jem 
falem, and thou king Jeho/haphat, Tims faith the 
LORD unto^you, Be not afraid, nor difmayed by rca- 
fon of this groat multitude; for the battle is not yours, 
but God's. 16. To-morrow go ye down again (i them : 
behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz, and ye /hall 
find them at the end of tlie brook, before the wifdernefs 
of Jeruel. 17. Ye fhall not need to fight in tiiis buttle i 
fetyourfclves, ftand yejlill, and iee the falvation of tiie 
LOKD with you, O Judah and Jcrufalcm : fear not, 
nor be difmayed ; to morrow go out againlt then), far 
the LORD will be with you. IS. And Jeho/haphat 
bowed his head, with his face to the ground : and all 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem fell before the 
LORD, worihipping the LORD. 19. And the Le- 
vites of the children of the Kohathitcs, and of the chil- 
dren of the Korhiteti, ftood up to praife the LORD 
God of Ifrael with a loud voice on high. 

We have here God's frraciou*: anfwer to Jehufhaphat's? pr*yer ; and it was 
a fpecdy anlwcr : tsAfte ha yctfpeakin» t Cod heard: before: the congre- 
gation was dilmitred, they had aiibrance given them that they fiiould be vic- 
torious, lor it is never in vain to I'cck God. 

1. The t'pirit ol* prophecy came upon a Levitts that was prefent, not in 
place oi cininency, but in themidft qt the congrcgutivut ver. 14. Thefpiric 
like the wind blows where he lifu-'th, and on whom. Ho was of the funs of 
Afaph, and therefore one of the fingers, on that office God would put an 
nonour. Whether he was a prophet before this or no is uncertain, moff 
probably he was, which would make him the more regarded. There 
needed no fign, the thing itfelf was to he performed the very next day, and 
that would be confirmation enough to his prophecv. 

2. He encouraged them to trufl in God, though the danger was vQrf 
threatning, ver. 15. Be not afraid you have admitted fear enough to bring 
you to God, now admit not that which will {hive vou from him again; 
The battle is not yours, il is not in your own ftrength, nor tor your own. ca'ufe 
that you engage, the buttle is Cod% he doth and will, as you have defired,. 
intereft himfelf in the eaufe. 

3. He gives them intelligence of the motions? of the enemy, and orders 
them to march towards them, with particular directions where they fhould 
find them. To-morrow (the day after the faft) go ye down againjl them, ver* 
16*, 17. It is tit he that commands the deliverance, fiiould command thofe 
for whom the deliverance is to be wrought ; and give the necetTary orders, 
both for time and place. 

5. He allures them not that they fiiould be the glorious inftruments, hut 
the joyful fpcclators of the total defeat of the enemy, ifou.lhall riot need 
to ftrike a ftroke, the work fiiall be done to your hands, only ftand ftill and 
fee it, ver. 17. As Mofes faid to Ifrael at the Red-fea, Ejcod.xiv. 13. 
God is with you, who is able to do his work himfelf, and will do it. If the 
battle be his, the victory fiiall be his too. Let but the Chriftian foldier go 
out againft his fpiritual enemies, and the god of peace will tread them under 
his feet, and make him more than a conqueror. 

5. Jehofhaphatand his people received thofe atTurances with faith, reve- 
rence and thankfalneis. ( J.J They bowed their heads. Jehofliaphat firft, 
and then all the people, fell before the Lord , andworjhipped ; receiving with 
a holy awe and fear of God this token of his favour, and laying with faith, 
Beit unto us according to thy word. (2.) They lifted up their voices in 
praife to God, ver. 19. Anaclive faith can give thanks for a promife, 
though it be aot yet performed, knowing that God's bonds are as good as 
ready money j God hathjpoken in his holinefs. I will rejoice, Pfal. Ix. 6. 

9.0. And they rofe early in^t he morning, and went 
forth into the wildernefs of Tekoa : and as they went 
forth, Jehofliaphat flood, and faid, Hear me, O judah, 
and ye inhabitants of Jerufalem/ Believe in the LORD 

your 
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your God, fo Rial] ye be cltabli/hcd ; believe his pro- | 
jjiicts, fo ihall ye profper. 21. And when he had con- j 
lulled with the people, he appointed fingers unto the 
LORD, and that fhould praife the beauty of hoiinefs, 
as they went out before the army, and to fay, Praife 
the LORD, for his mercy endure I h for ever. 2 l 2 And 
when they began to ling and to praife, the LORD fet 
am bu ih merits again ft the children of Arnmon, Moab, 
and mount Seir, which were come againftjudah ; and 
they were fmiltcn. c 2'i. For the children or' Amnion 
and Moab ltood up againft the inhabitants of mount 
Seir, utterly to Hay and deftroy them: and when they 
had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one 
helped to del troy another. 24. And when Judah came 
toward the watch-tower in the wildcrnefs, they looked 
unro the multitude, and behold, they were dead bodies 
fallen to the earth, and none cfcaped. 25. And when 
Jehofhaphat and his people came to take away the fpoil 
of them, they found among them in abundance both 
riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels (which 
they dripped off for themfelves),rnore than they could 
carry away: and they wcrcthreedaysin gathering of the 
, fpoil, it was fo much. 26\ % And on the fourth day 
they aliembled themlclves in the valley of Berachah ; 
for "there they bleiled the LORD : therefore the name 
of the fame place was called the valley of Berachah, 
unto this day. 27. Then they returned every man of 
Judah and Jerufalem, and Jehofliaphat in the fore-front 
of them, to go again to Jerufalem with joy : for the 
LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies. 
28. And they came to Jerufalem with pfalteries, and 
harps, and trumpets, unto the houfe of the LORD, 
2.9. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of 
thojh countries, when they had heard that the LORD 
fought againft the enemies of Ifrael. 30. So the realm 
of jehofhaphat was quiet; for his God gave him reft 
round about. 

We have here tlie foregoing prayer anfwered, and the foregoing promife 
performed, in the total overthrow of the enemies forces, and the triumph 
(for fo it was rather than avittory) of Jeholhaphat's forces over them. 

1. Never was army drawn out to the Held of battle fo as Jehofhaphat's 
army was. He had foldicrs ready prepared for war, chap. xvii. 18. but 
here is no notice taken of their military equipment, their fwords or fpears, 
theic fliields or bow.s. But Jehofhaphat took care, (1.) That faith mould 
be their armour; as they went forth, infteadof calling them to handle their 
arms, and Hand to them, to keep ranks, obferve orders, and fight valiantly, 
fee bids them believe in the Lord God, and give credit to his word in the 
mouth of his prophets, and then they fhould profper and be cfiabli/hed, ver. 
SO. That is true courage which faith infpires a man with; nor will any- 
thing contribute more to the eftablifhing of the heart in fluking times, than 
a firm belief of the power and mercy and promife of God. The heart is 
fixed that thus trufleth in the Lord, and is kept in perfect peace. In our 
fpiritual conflicts, this is the victory, this i* the profperity, even our faith. 

('2.) That praife and thanV.f|»mng ftmnW be their van-guard, ver.2\. 
Jehofliaphat called a council of war, and it was refolvcd, to appoint fingers 
to go out before the army, to charge- in the front, who had nothing elle to do 
but to praife God, In praife his holint'f:, which is his beauty ; to praife hitn 
as they did in the temple, that beauty of hoiinefs, with that good old dox- 
ology which eternity ilfelf will not wear thread-bare, Praife the: Lord, for his 
mercy tnditrcth for ever. By lh« flrangu advance towards ihe field of batile, 
Jehofliaphat intended to cxprefs his firm reliance upon the word of God, 
which enabled him to triumph before the battle, to animate his own fol- 
dicrs, to confound the enemy, and to engage God on their fid» ; for praife 
plcafelh God better than all burnt-offering and facrificc. 

2. Never wn* army fo unaccountably dcitroyed as that of the enemy; not 
by thunder or hail, or the fword of an angel, not by dint of fword. or 
ftrength of arm, or any furprifing alarm, like that which Gideon gave the 
Mdianites, but the Lord fet ambufhmenls again ft them, either notes' of an- 
gels, or as Bilhop Patrick thinks* their own ambufliment.s, whom God 
irruck with luch confufion, lh3t they fell upon their own friends as if they 
had been enemies, and fo they all went together by the ear.-*, and no body 
knew whv or wherefore. This God did when his people began tofingand to 
praijb, ver. Q-2. for he delights to fqmifli thofe with matter for praife that 
have hearts fur it. We read of his being angry at the prayers of his people, 
Pfal. Ixxx.4. but never at their pruifes. When they did but begin the 
work of praife,- God perfected the work of their deliverance. What 
ground there was for their jealoufies one of another doth not appear, perhaps 
there was none; but fo it was that the Ammonites and the Moabites fell 
foul upon the Edomites and cut them off, and then they fell out one with 
another, and cut one another off, ver. 23. Thus God often makes wicked 
people inflrumenlsof deftruclion to one another; and what alliances can be 
fo firm as to keep thofe together, whom God defigns to dam in pieces one 
again!! another? And fee the mifchicvous confequences of divifions which 
neither of the contending parties can give any good accuunt of the reafon of. 
Thofe are wretchedly infatuated to their ruin, that fall foul upon their 

friends as if they were enemies. 

3. Never was fpoil fo chear fully divided, for Jehoftiaphal's army had 
nothing to do but that; the reft was done for them. When they came to 
the view of this vaftanny, infiead of finding living men to fight with, they 
found them all dead men, and theircarcafes fpreadas dung upon the face of 
the earth, ver. 2k See how rich God is in mercy to them that call upon 
him in truth, and how often he out-docs the prayers and expectations of his 
people. Jehofhaphat and his people prayed to be delivered from being 
fpoiled by the enemy; and God not only did that, but enriched them wiih 
the fpoil of tiie enemy. The plunder ot the field was very great and very 
rich; they found precious jewels with the dead bodies, which jet could not 
fkve them from being Iothiomc carcafes; the* fpoil was more than they could 
carry away at once, and they were three days ingathering it, ver. 25. Now 
it appeared what was God's end in bringing this great army againft Judah, 
it was to humble them and prove them, that he might do them good in their 
' No. IXUL* 



latter end. It feemed at lirft a difturbance to their reformation, but It 
proves a worn pence of it. 

Ak Never was victory celebrated with more folemn and enlarged ihankt- 
gii'ing. (I.) They kept a day of praile in the camp befote they drew their 
forces out of the field. Many thank (livings, no doubt, were offered up to 
God immediately ; hut on the fourth day ihey aliembled in a valley; where 
they blclTed God with fo much zeal and fervency that 'that day's work gave 
a name to the place, the valley of Berachah, i. e. of blellj ng, ver. '26. The 
rrmembrance of this work of wonder was hereby perpetuated for theancou- 
rageraenl of fucceeding generations to trull in God. (2.) Yet (hey did not 
think this enough, hut came in folemn proceflion. all in a body, and Jeho- 
fhaphat at the head of them, to Jerufalem, that ihe country as they puffed 
along might join with them in their praifes, ami that they might give thanks 
fttr the mercy there where they had by pravcr obtained it, in the houfc of the 
Lord. ver. 27, 28. trailing God muft not be tie work of a day only ; but 
our praile* when we have received mercy, mull be often repeated, as our 
prayers were when we were in the purftfit of it. Every day we muft blefs 
God ; as long as we live, and while we have any being we muft praife him, 
(pending our time in that work in which we hope to fpend our eternity. 

Public mercies call for public acknowledgments, in the courts of the Lord's 
houfe, Pfal. cxvi. iy. 

5. Never did victory turn t-j a hotter account than th's, for (J.) Jrholba* 
p bat's kingdom wa» hereby made uil«.-.k vi-rygr»-ii »n.l n-tiuMrr.ible abroad, 
vcr. 21). When they heard that God fought tlm- for I Intel, the* could not 
but fay. There is none like unto the God tf Je/hur.m. ami hupp} <"«' thou, O If- 
rael! It begat in the neighbour, a reverence of (rod, and a cautious fear of 
doing any injury to hi* people. Ji dangerou- lighting againft thofe who 
ha\e God with them. (2.) ft was mail-j vry eaty ami quiet at home, ver. 
:lO. They were quiet among ihemleU'e-: Thofe that were (lit pleated at the 
deflroyingof the images and groi e<, were now fatisfied, and obliged to own 
that fince the God *.f Ifrael could deliver after this fort, he only is to be 
worfhipped, and in that « ay only winch himfelf has appointed. They were 
alfb quiet from the frond' iufull« f.o.n rluir neighbours, God having given 
them reft round about. And if he give reft, who can give difturbance? 

31. And Jehoihapliat reigned over Judah : he teas 
th iriy a j id five years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned twenty and live years in Jerufalem : and his 
mothers name wtrs A:uibah the daughter of Shilhi. 
02. And he walked in the way of Ala" his father, and 
departed not from it, doing that which zctts righf in the 
light of the LORD: 3S Howbeh, the high places 
were not taken away ; for as yet the people had not 
prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers. 
34. Now the reft of the acts of Jehofliaphat, lirft and 
hilt, heboid, they are written in the hook of Jehu the 
fon of Hanani, who is mentioned in the book of the 
kings of Ifrael. _ 35. U And after this did Jehofhaphat 
king of Judah join himfelf with Ahaziah king of Ifrael, 
who did very wickedly: 36. And he joined hitn fell? 
with him to make fliips to go to Tarfhifh: and they 
made the fliips in Ezion-gaber. 37. Then Eliezer the 
fon of Dodavah of Mareihah, propheficd againft Jeho- 
fliaphat, faying, Becaufe thou halt joined thyfclf with 
Ahaziah, tlie LORD hath broken thy works. And 
the fliips were broken, that they were not able to go 

to Tarfhifh. 



We are now drawing towards the clofe of the hi (lory of Jehofhaphat 's 
j r e»gn. for a farther account of whh-h, they wln> live. I when this book was 
< puhlifhed, were referred lo an authentic fnftnrv of ii. written by Jehu the 
! prophet, chap. xix. '2. which wa< then extant, ver. 'J K This was thege- 
j neral character of his reign, that he did thai which was right in I lie fight of 
j the Lord ; kepi clofe to the worfliip of God himfelf, and U:d what he could 
; lo keep his people clofe to it. But two things arc her* i<> he lamented, 
j I. That the people ftill retained a kindnels for the high places, ver. 33. 
| Thofe that wereerefted lo the honour of ft range gods were taken away, chap. 
jcvu. C. hut thofe where the true God was worfhipped, being lei's culpable-, 
were thought allowahje, and Jehofliaphat wa« loth to difoblige the people fo 
far as to talce them away, for as yet they had not prepared their hearts to 
Ihe God of their father*. They complied with JchofliaphalV; reformation, 
beeaufo they could not for fhnmc do otherwife, but they were not hearty in 
it, did not uireel their hearts lo God in il, did not acl in it from any good 
principle, nor with any zeal or refolution : And the heft magiftrales cannot 
bring to pafs wkat they would in reformation, when ihe people are cool 
in it. 

2. That Jehofliaphat himfelf ftill retained a kindnefs for Ihe houfe of 
Ahnh, btcaufe he had married his fon to a daughter of that faintly, though 
he had been plainly reproved for it, and had like to have fmartcd for it. 
j He faw and knew that Ahaziah the fon of Ahab did very wickedly, and 
therefore could not expect to profper; yet he joined himfelf with hioi, not 
in war as with his father, but in trade, went partner wilh him in an Eaft- 
India fleet bound for Ophir, ccr.35, 36. There is an emphafls laid upon 
the time, after this, alter God had done fuch great things for him, without 
any fuch fcandalous and pernicious confederacies, gives him not only vic- 
tory, but wealth ; yet afler this to go and join himfelf with a wicked king, 
war. very ungrateful. 4fter God had given him fuch a deliverance as this, 
fhould he again break God's commandments, and join in affinity with the people of 
thefe abominations.' What could he expect but that God Jhould be angry with 
hitn f Ezraix. 13, 14-. Yet he fends to him to fliew him hi-; error, and 
bring him to repentance, (J.) By a prophet, who foretold the bla fling 0 f 
his project, ver. 37. And (2.) by rtorm which broke the fliips in the port 
before they fet fail, by which he was warned to break off his alliance with 
Ahaziah, and it Teems he took Ihe warning for when Ahaziah afterwards 
prefled him to join with him he would not, I "Kings xxii. 49. See how 
pernicious a thing it is to join tn fnendfhip and fociuly with evil-doers, it is 
a hard matter to break ofPfrom it. A man may much better keep himfelf 
from being taken in the fnare, than recover himfelf out of it. 
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Never fare did any kingdom change its king fo much for the worfeas 
Judah did, xvhen Jehoram, one of the vile flifuctreded Jehofliaphat 
one of the heft. T/tuswere theypunijhedfornot making a better ufe 
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of JeholkdphaC * good government, and their difafteclcdnefs, or 
tuldnefs at leajt to his reformation, chap. sx. 3'>. Tiny Unit 
knew ' ttrt how to value, a {/nod king, arc juftly plagued with a bad 
one. Here is, (I.) Jehoram'' s elevation to the throne, vet*. 1— :5. 
(2.) The wicked courfe he took to eftablijh himfelf in it by the 
murder of his brethren i vcr. 4. (3.) Theidolu tries, and other 
wicked nefs he was guilty oJ\ ver. 5, 6,11. (4.) The prophecy 
of Elijah a gain ft him, vcr. 12 — 15. (5.) The judgments cf 
God upon him in the revolt of his fubj eels from him, ver. 8 — 10. 
and the fuvcvfs of his enemies again fi him, ver. 16, 17. (6.) 
J/ is vxijemble Jieknefs and inglorious exit, ver., IS— 20. (7.) 
The prefervution of the houfe of David for all this, ver. 7. 

I. TV TOW Jehofliaphat flept with his fathers, and 
X >i was buried with his fathers in the city of Da- 
vid : and Jehoram his fon reigned in his ftead. 2. And 
he had brethren the fons or' Jehofliaphat, Azariah, and 
Jehiel, and Zcchariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and 
Shcpatiah : all the lie zvcre the (bus of Jeholhaphat king 
of Ifrael. 3. And their father gave them great gifts of 
filverancl of gold, and of precious things, with fenced 
cities in Judah : but the kingdom gave he to Jcho- 
ram, becaufe he zoas the firft-born. 4. Now when Jc- 
horam was rifen up to the kingdom of his father, he 
itrengthened himfelf, and flew all his brethren with the 
fword, and divers alfo of the princes of Ifrael. .5. Je- 
ll oram was thirty and two years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerufalem. 6. And 
lie walked in the way of the kings of Ifrael, like as did 
the houfe of Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab to 
wife: and he wrought that which aw evil in the eyes of 
the LORD. 7. Mowbeit the LORD would not de- 
ftroy the houfe of David, becaufe of the covenant that 
he had made with David, and as he promifed to give a 
light to him, and to his Ions forever. 8. In his days 
the Edomilcs revolted from under the dominion of Ju- 
dah, and made themfelves a king. U. Then Jehoram 
went forth with his princes, and all his chariots with 
him : and he rofe up by night, and fmote the Edomites 
which com palled him in, and the captains of the cha- 
riots. 10. So the Edomites revolted from under the 
hand of Judah unto this day. The fame time alfo did 
Libnah revolt from under his hand: becaufe he had for- 
faken the LORD God of his fathers. 11. Moreover, 
he made high places in the mountains of Judab, and 
caufed the inhabitants of Jerufalem to commit forni- 
cation, and compelled Judah thereto. 

We find here, 

1 . That Jchofhaphat was a very careful indulgent fattier to Jehoram. He 
had many fons, who are here named, vcr. 2. and it is fatd here, ver. 13. 
they were belter than Jehoram, had a great deal more wifdom and virtue, 
and lived up to their education, which he went counter to. They were 
very hopeful, and any of them more fit for the crown than he ; and yet be- 
caufe he was the lint-horn, rer. J. his father fecured the kingdom to him 
and portioned h:s brethren, and difpofed of them fo as that they would be 
tafy.nmi give him n»> ilifiuebance, a? Abraham when he made Ifaac his heir, 
dilmiifcd hj< ot'u-r children with gifts. Herein Jefeofhaphal was very kind 
and liiir to his ;,»n. which might have obliged him to be refpeclful to him, 
and trr;i,i in the ft t*ps of to gi.od a father: Hut it is no new thing forthcchil- 



from their allegiance to J im. (I.) Some of the provinces abroad did fo 
that xv ere tributaries to him. 'I Jk- Ethm.ites revolted, vcr. 8. and tho'igh, 
hechafiifed them, ver. S?. yt he fi-dd not reduce them, rer. 10. (2 ) Otvt 
of the cities ofhisuwn kingdom did fo. Libnali revolted, vtr. 10. and fet 
up for a free flute, as of eld it h,ni a king of its own, Jqjh. xii. 15. And 
the reafon is here given, not only why God permitted it, but why the) did 
it, they flwuk oh" his government, becaufe he had forfaken the Lord God 
of Im fathers, was become an idolater and a wcirJhippf»r of Adfegods, an/1 
they could not continue I'ubjecl to him; without fome danger of being (hem. 
lelves alfo drawn away from CJ<»d and their duty. While he adhered to 
God, they adhered to him ; but when he cafr Grid off, they catt him off. 
Whether this reafon will jiiflify them in their revolt or no, it will jaftiiy 
God's providence which ordered it fo, 

5. That yet God was tender of his covenant with the houfe of David, 
and therefme would not defiroy the royal family, though it was fo wretchedly 
corrupted and degenerated, rer, 7. Tiiefe things we had before, 2 Kings 
viii. 10 — on. The tenor of the covenant was, that David's feed fltoald be 
vifiled for their Irnnfgretfions, hut the covenant fhould never be broken. 
Pfid. Ixxxix. 30, iS'C. 

12. ^] And there eamc a writing to him from Elijah 
(he prophet, faying, Thus faith 'the LORD God of 
David thy father, Becaufe thou hall not walked in the 
ways of Jehofliaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Afa 
king of Judah, 13. But halt walked in the way of the 
kings of Ifrael, and haft made Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms 
of the houfe of Ahab, and alfo haft flam thy brethren 
of thy father's houfe, zohichzoerc better than thyfelf: 
14. Behold, with a great plague will the LORD finite 
thy people, and thy chilcherCand thy wives, and all thy 
goods. 15. And thou Jlialt have great ileknefs by dif- 
eafe of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out, by reafon 
of the ficknefs day by clay. 16. Moreover, the LORD 
ft/rred up again ft Jehoram the Ipirit of the Philiftines, 
and of the Arabians that zvere near the Ethiopians. 
17* And they came up into Judah, and brake into 
it, carried away all the fubftance thai mas found in 
the king's houfe, and his fons alfo, and his wives 5 
fo that there was never a fon left him, fave Jehoahaz 
the j'oungeft of his fons. 18. And after all this the 
LORD fmote him in his bowels, with an incurable 
difeale. 19. And it came to pafs that in procefs of time, 
after thc_end of two years, his bowels fell out by rea- 
fon of his ficknefs: Jo he died of fore difeafes : And 
his people made no burning for him like the burning 
of his fathers. 20. Thirty and two years old was he 
when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem 
eight years, and departed without being defired .- how- 
beit they buried him in the city of David, but not in 
the fepulchres of the kings. 

Here is, ]. A warning from God fenfc to Jehoram by writing from Elijah 
the prophet. By this it appears that Jehoram came to the throne and (hewed 
himfelf what he was before Elijah's tranflation: It is true, we find Elirtja 
attending Jehofiiaphat, and dclcribed to be he that ptmrod water on the 
hands of Elijah, after the dory of Elijah's tranflation, 2 Kings iii. II. but 
that might be, and that defcription given of him while Elijah was yet on 
earth ; and it is certain, that hiftory is put out of its proper place, for we 
read of Jchofhaphat's death, and Jehoram's coming to thecrown, before we 
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read of Elijah's tranflation, I Kings xxii. 50. We will fuppofe the time of 
his departure was at hand, fo that he could not go in perfon to Jehoram, 
but hearing of his great wickedocls in murdering his brethren, he left this 
writing it is probable with Eliftia, to be lent him by »he firft opportunity, 
j that it might either be a means to reclaim him or a witneft againft him, that 
! he was fairly told what would be in the end hereof. The med'agc is fent 
j him in the name of the Lord God of Duvid his father, ver. 12. upbraiding 
5 him with his relation to David, as that which, though it was his honour, 
him afide, and take the next that was hopeful and not inclined as he was to j was »n aggravation of his degeneracy 
idolatry. Power is a facred thing, with which men may either do much j 0«) His crimes are plainly charged upon him. His departure from the 
good or much hurt; and therefore detur diguiori. Salus popuUjltprema j Ipo^wyya ^of _God, in which hejiad been educated, and whkh lie had been 
lex. m * " ' ' 

2. That Jehoram was a mofr. barbarous brother lo his father's fons t 

As form a-i he had fettled himfelf in the throne, he flew all his brethren ) formitylo the ways of the houfe of Ahab, that impious fcandalous family; 

his letting up and enforcing idolatry in his kingdom, .and murdering his 



dren that have been moli indulged by their parents, to be lealt dutiful fo 
them. But whether in doing this hcacled wifely and well for his people, 
and was jufl to them, I cannot fay. His birth-right entitled him to a dou- 
ble portion of his father'.-; eflate, Deul. xxi. 17. But if he appeared utterly 
unfit f or government (the end of which is the good of the people) and likely 
to undo all that his father had done, it had been better perhaps to have fet 
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j ilircfied and encouraged to walk in by the example of hi* good fatherland 
i j grandfather* who lived and died in peace and honour, vtr. 12. His con- 




that Cain haled Abel and flew him, becaufe their piety condemned his 
impiety, and won them that eftccm with the people which he had lofi. 
With them he flew divers of the princes of Ifrael who adhered to them or 
were likely to revenge their death- The princes »f Judah, thofe who had 
taught f he good knowledge of the Lord, chap. xvii. 7. are lure called princes 
of Ifrael as before fathers of Ifrael, chap. xix. 8. becaufe: tliey were 
Ifrachtes indeed, men of integrity* The which the good father had 

put into their hands, (his wicked h>n Aiealhed in their bowels. Wo unto him 
that ihus/bundttfi a kingdom in blood, Hab. ii. 13. U will prove a £mndatjun 
that will fink the fuperlirufture. 

3. That Jehoram wasa mod wicked king that corrupted and debauched 
ii k kingdom, ruined the reformation that his good fjt her and grandfather 
had carried on ; he walked in the way of the Itouj'c of M<ab 9 ver. <I. made 
high places which the people were of themfelves too forward :o make, and 
did his utmoft to fet up idolatry again, wr. II. (I.) As tor the inhabit 

IS 

to 

tigs Jhcrificea to taols, Kev. 11. 20. (S? ) mecminiry people u-um to 
have been more hardly brought lo it; but they Ihat would not be corrupted 
by flatteries, were driven by force Jo partake in \m abominable! idolatries, 
he compelled Judah therein, Heufcdhis power for the delirucliun of the 
rhiirch, which was given him for the edification of it. 

♦•That when he forfook God and his worfliip, his fubjet5l< withdrew 



rtjd nis utmoit to let up idolatry again, rer. 11. ^.j as lor ine mnaDi 
tants of Jerufalem where hi: k"pt his court, he i-afily drew them into hi 
fpiritnal whoredom ; lie eaujed them to ctrmmitfoi nication, fed u ring them / 
eat things jhcridccd to idols, 'Ke*' . ii. 20. ('2 ) The country pfople fc-um t 



upon all about them. His people jullly fulfer, becaufe they had complied 
with his idolatry, and his wives, becaufe they had drawn him to it. (2.) 
Of his health and life. Thou fhaft have great ficknefs, very painful and 
tedious, and mortal at Jaft. rer. 15. This he is warned of before that his 
blood might be on his head, the watchman had delivered his foul ; and that 
when thefe things fo particularly foretold come to pafs, it might appear they 
did not come by chance, but as the punilhtnent of his tins, and were fo in- 
tended. And now ii\ as he had learned of Ahab lo do wickedly, he had 
but learned of Ahab to have humbled himfelf upon the receipt of his threaten- 
ing mcjfrge from Elijah; if, like him, (I Kings xx». 27. j he had rent his 
clothes, put on juckcluth, andfuftcd, who knows but, like him, he might have 
obtained at leaii a reprieve? But it doth not appear that he took any notice 
of it, he threw it by as vva fie- paper ; Elijah feemed to him as one that 
mocked. But they lliaf will not believe, fhall feel. 

2. The judgments threatened are brought upon him becaufe he flighted the 
warning. No marvel hardened tinners are not frightened from fin, and to 
repenlance, by the threaienings of mtfery in another world, that is future 
and out of fight, when the certain profpeel of mifery in this world, .the 
finking of their cftates and the ruin of their healths, will not reffxain them 
from vicious courfes. 

j.See Jehoram here flopped of all his comforts. God flirted up the 
fpirit of his neighbours again ft him, who had loved and feared Jehofliaphat 
but haled and defpifed him, looking upon .it as a frandalous thing for a 

nation 
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nation la change their gods. Some not ation or other ihey took fo quarrel 
with hirn, invaded his country* but n<it fhould Teem fought neither againic 
final) nor great but die kind's houfe only, Ihey made directly to that, and 
carried aiuty alt the fubjlance that tea* found in it ; no men lion is made of 
their carrying any *way captive, but the king** wives and hi* jhtis. ver. 17. 
Thus God made it evident, tint the contruverfy was with him and his 
houfe. Here it is only faid, they carried away his fons ; but we hud c//«/j. 
xxii. I. that ilicy y/w than ulL Blood for blood* He had (lain aJi his 
brethren *o firen-;then hiinfeh', and now all his Ions are f)nrn, butcne; 
and fo he is weakened, 1/ he had not been of the houfe of" David, that nne 
had nnlefcapcd; when Jeroboam's houfe, and Baafha's.and Ahab's were 
dc/lro^cd, there were none left ; but David's houfe muft nut be wholly ex- 
tirpated, though fumciimes wrttciu'dly degenerated, becaufe a Welling was 
in it; no Icfc a ble/Ting than that of the Meffiah, 

12. See him tormented with fore d*feafesand of a lung continuance, fiich as 
were threatened in the law againft thofe that would not fear the Lord their 
God, Deut. Kxviii. 5$, 59. His dtfealc wai very grievous* " 'ay it* his 
bowels, a continual griping; of the guis; with that th'-rc iva« eo/nphcatio:> 
of other fore difeafes : it wa«vcry tedious, two yoars lie continued ill, nn J 
could get no relief; for his difeafe was incurable, though he was in the prime 

of his life, not forty yeafs old. Afa vvhofe heart was perfect with God f 
though in fome inftances he ftept alide, was d ilea fed only in his Icet ; but 
Jchojani, whufe heart was wicked, was flat ok in his inward* ; and he that 
had no bowels of companion towards his brethren, wa* fo plagued in his 
bowels that they fell out. Even good men, and thofe that are very dear 
to God, may be uffli&ed with difeafes of this kind, but to thei?j the? *r* 
/atherly chnfbfemeuls j and by the fupjjort of divine confutations tlv foul 
may dwell at eafecwe/i then when the body lies in pain* Thcfc Tore dif- 
eafes feized him jufi after his houfc was plundered, and his wives and chil- 
dren carried away, (1.) Perhaps Ins grief and anguifli o< moid for that 
calamity might occafion his fit-kneft, or at leaft contribute to tire heighten- 
ing of it. By his ficknefs hews dilabled to do any thin*; lor (lie re- 
covery of them, or Ihe revenge of the injury done him. (3.) Il added no 
doubt very much to his grief in his ficknefs, that he wanted the fociefy of 
bis wives and children, and that all thefubflance of bis houfe was carried 
away. To be fick and poor, fick and folhury, but ef pi-dally to be fick 
and in (in, fick and under the curfe of God, fick and to have no grace to 
bear it with, no inward comfort to balance it with, is a moft deplorable 
cafe. 

J. See him buried in difgrace. He reigned but eight years, and then 
departed without being dtfiredf ver. 20. nobody valued him while he lived, 
none lamented him when he died, but wiflied never greater Ink to com** to 
Jem fate m. To fliew what little affection or refpect they had for him, they 
woufd not bury him m the fepulchres of the kings, as thinking him unworthy 
to be numbered among them, who had kinged it fo iH. The excluding of 
his body from the fepulchres of his lathers might beordcred by providence, 
as an intimation of the -cverlarting reparation of the fouls of the wicked 
after death from the fpirits of juil men. This farther difgrace they put upon 
him, that they made no burning for him 9 like the burning of his fathers, ver, ID. 
His memory was far from being fweel and precious to them, and therefore 
they did not honour it with any fweel odours or precious fpiccs, though 
we may fuppofe his dead body after fo long and Iolhfome a difeafe needed 
fomething to perfume it. The generality of the people though prone enough 
to idolatry, yet had no true kindnc-fs for their idolatrous kings. Wicked- 
nefs and profanenefs make men defpicable, even in the eyes of thofe who 
have but little religion thcmfelves, whilA natural confeience itfclf often 
gives honour to thofe who are truly pious. They (hat defpifed God Jhull he 
lightly ejlccmcd, as Jehoram was. 

CHAP. XXIL 

JVc read in the foregoing chapter of the carrying away of Jehoram* s 
fin/rand his wives i hut. hew w find one of h is fins and one of his 
xtivvs left, his Jan Ahaziah, and hisraifti Athaliah, both referved 
to he thej/mvie and plague of Iris family. ( J .) Ahaziah kvw the 
Jl/avie of it us a partaker (I.) In the Jin , and (2.) fn the drflruc- 
t ion of the houfe rf Ahab, vcr I — 0 . (2.) Athaliah was the 

plague of it, for jha defirot/cd all the feed-royal^ and ufurped the 
thrum*, vcr. 10, 1$ , 12.' 

J. A ND the inhabitants of Jerufalem made Ahaziah 
-IX his youngeft fon, king in his ftead: for tiie band 
of men that came with the Arabians to the camp, had 
Dain all the deleft So Ahaziah the fon of Jehoram king 
of Judah reigned. 2. Forty and two years bid zoas 
Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one 
year in Jerufalem : his mother's name alio Athaliah 
the daughter of Omri. 3. tie alfo walked in the ways 
of the houfe of Ahab; for his mother was his counfellor 
to do wickedly. 4. "Wherefore he did evil in the fight 
of the LORD, like the houfe of Ahab; for they were 
his counfellors after the death of his father, to his de- 
itrueVion. 5. He walked alfo after their counfel, and 
went with Jehoram the fon of Ahab king of Ifrael, to 
war againtf Hazael king of Syria, at Ramoth-gtlead ; 
and the Syrians fmote Jorani. 6. And he returned to 
be healed in Jezreel becaufeof the wounds which were 
given him at Ramah, when he fought with Hazael 
Sing of Syria* And Azariah the fon of Jehoram king 
of -judaic went down to fee Jehoram the fon of Ahab 
at Jezreel, becaufe he was fick. 7. And the deftrue- 
tion of Ahaziah was of God by coming to Joram : ]for 
when he was come, he went out with Jehoram againft 
Jehu the fon of Nimfhi, whom the LORD had anointed 
to cut off the houfe of Ahab. 8. And it came to pafs 
that when Jehu was executing judgment upon the houfe' 
of Ahab, and found the princes of Judah and the ions 
of the brethren of Ahaziah, that miuittered to Ahaziah, 
he flew them^ 9. And he fought Ahaziah ; and they 
caught him (for he was hid in Samaria) and brought 
him to Jehu; and when they had ttainhim, they buried 



him, becaufe (faid they) lie /V the fon of Jehofhaphat, 
who fought the LORD with all his heart. So the 
houfe of" Ahaziah had no power to keep ft ill the 
kingdom. * 

Wit have here on account of the reign of Ahaziah, a fhort reign, but of 
one >ear t yet long enough uiiJefe it had been better. He called JeJio- 
ahniff, chap, xxh 17. here Ahaz-iah, which is the fame name anil nf tftfs 
fame fignt/icafion, only the words of which it is compounded are tranfpoferf. 
Hk is here faid to be fnrlyMwo years old when he began to reign, ver. 2» 
which could not be, for hi* father, Iik tinmedrate predeceffor, was but lutty 
when he died; and it is faid, 2 A7ng.?viir. liG. that he was twenty-two 
\ tiars old when he begun to reign. S^me make this forty-' wo to be Ihe age 
of liis fnothrr Aihabuh, tor in the original it i*, he was the Jim of fortyttvo 
ytcn 9 u e. the fon ofa mother that was of thai nge, andjuftlyis h« rage put 
f r his reproach to him, becaufe flie managed him and did what flie wotijd, 
die in effect i^igned, ai^i he had little more than the title of king. Many 
good cxpo/uors are ready U> vi«-. r dfJns with lome few more fuch difficulties 
to Hfife <rom tht* miftake of It mitt tranferiber, who put forty-two for twenty* 
two, and the copies by which the error fliouht hare been correded might be 
loft, Mnny ancient Iranllations read il here iweiU)-tvvo, Few books are 
now printed without tome errata, yet the authors do not difown them, nor 
are the errors of the prefs imputed to the author, but the candid reader 
amends them by the fenfe, or by comparing them with lome other part of 
the work, as we may eafilv do |hi.« # 

The hiftory of Ahassiah\ reign U briefly fummcd up in two claufes, 
ver. H, V. That [lis mother and her relations v\ ere J)i5 counl'cllors to do 
wickedly, and it was iohi< dtflrucKon. 

1. He did wickedly. Though by a Ipecial providence of God he wa* 
preferred alive when all hi*' brethren were llain. and rvfc(vei\(<>r rhecrown, 
not withftanding he was the ynungefi ol them ; though the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem when they had buried his father inghuiriufly, made hirn king, in 
hopes he would take warning by that not to tread ;n his Uep.s, but would do 
better for bbnfejf and his kingdom ; ye! he was not influenced bv the 
favourseiiher of God or man, but xvalLed in thczctty* of the ho'tfe of Ahab m 
didevd hi the fl«ht of the Lord, like them, icr. 'J f I-- i. c He woi/jilppei! 
the famcfaUe ^od^thul rhey wot thipf>ed, Baulrrn aurt /ith:ai*ith, fup puling 
(ai the learned Bifh^p Patrick liui-kO t) at b\ Ihefeciafmuns, a- me^ialors 
ih«*y mhjht have * -a tier accets t^ the luprenx' Numvo, 'he God oi lfnel, or 
ihalthc/b they mis* 9 tt rejhrt fo at all thnes and f**r t til matt tr* % a< facing nearer ut 
hand'Atul not ofjbhigh a dignity hui of a ft. id J L* nature b'-:wern die immor- 
tal G««i and a.ori«l men ; de.iii-d heroes; Us hey tvr r|];ipperl them as ihe 
church of Romed'Uh lainK an. J aiige!s : J'iiat v\a^ bad encaj^i), but 1 will: 
it iveienot worl«; and am jealous that thev locked upon J«"hovahi the God 
of their fathers to he aftogMher fuch a oneai ihehsui Baaiim, andlhein to 
be a* gre.vi and as good a> he, and upon ilus account not more effgtbte than 
thofe; BaaJim encouraged all manner of lewdnef* and lenlualit) in their 
wtirflirppers, which the God of Jfrnei Itricth U rba I- 

2. He was counfelled by his mother, and* her relations, to do fo. She 
was his cowijellor, ver. 3. and fo were they after the death of his father, vcr. 4s 
While his lather lived he took care to keep him lu idJatry, but when he was 
dead the houfe of Ahab feared left his father\smiferab!u end (liould deter him 
from it, and therefore they were very induftrious to keep him tight to it, 
and to make h\mfeven times more a child of hclllhan thoy elves. Tht conn- 
Jel of the ungodly is the ruin of a great many young people, whon they are 

fetling out m the world. This young prince might have had better advice 
if he had p/eafed, from the princes and the judges, the priefts and Levites 
that had been famous in his good grandfather's time for teaching the know- 
ledge of God ; but the houfe of Ahab humoured him, and he xvalked after 
their counjhl, gave up himlclf to be led by them, and did juft as they would 
have him. Thus do they debale and deflroy themfelves that fur lake the 
divine condudh 

3. He was counfelled by them to deduction. So it proved. Thofe 
that counfel us to do wickedly, counfel us fo our deftruciion ; v>hile they 
fawn and flatter and pretend Incndfhrp, they are re.Jh our worll enemies. 
They that debauch young men dell/oj them, (i.) It was bad enough that 
tbeycxpofed him to the iword of the Syrian*, dialing him to join with 
Joram king of IfracJ, in an expedition to Ramodugilead, where Joram was 
wounded} an expedition that was not for hi« honour. Thi>U* that gn'e us il! 
counfel in thca/fjirs of religion, if wctakc it, God may jultly make 'hem our 
connfeliors to do fonlifhly in our own affairs. Bui Uiat was not all. 

(2.) By engaging him in an intimacy with Joram king of ifraej, they 
involved him in the common ruin ut the houfe ot Ahab. He came on a 
vi Jit to Joram, ver. G. jull at the lime I hi/ Jehu was executing the judgment 
of God upon lhal idolatrous family, and ;o was cut otf with them, p*rr, 7, 
8, y. Here, (I.) See and dread the rmfchtefof had company, and of 
joining in with (inners. If not tlie inledion. yet lei the oclbuibon be 
feared ; Cmnc out from Babylon* that tailing houlr, JUv. xviii, 6". (2.) Sec 
and acknowledge the jufbee of God. His providence brought Ahaziah jull 
at this fatal junclure to fee Joram, that he might fall with him, and be 
taken as in a fnare. This we had an account of before, 12 Kingi tx. LI7 f 28. 
It is here added, that he was decern ly burred, not as Jehoram, whofe dead 
body was cud inio Nabnth's vineyard, !2A7;*gsi>:. 26. and the reafon given 
is, becaufe he was the fon, i. e. the grandlnu of good Jehofluiphal, who 
fought the Lord with his heart* Thus is he remembered wiih honour long 
after his death, and fonje refpeel thewed even io his degenerate uriworlhy 
feed for his fake* The memory of the fttjl is blc£cd % hat the name of the wicked 
Jhull rot. 

10. $ But when Alhalmh, (he mother of Ahaziah, 
faw that her fon was dead, ihe arofc and dcltroycd all 
the feed royal of the houfe of Judah. ll.ButJcho- 
Hiebeath the daughter of the king, took Joatti the fon 
of Ahaziah, and ltoie him from among the king's fons 
that xvere flain, and put him and his mirfc in abed- 
chamber. So Jehofliabeath the daughter of king Jeho- 
ram, the wife of Jehoiada the prieit (for ihe was the 

lifter of Ahaziah) hid him from Athaliah, fo that ihe 
flew him nor. 12. And he was with them hid in the 
houfe of God fix years, and Athaiiah reigned over the 
land. 

We have here what we had before, 2 King* xu l s 

I. A wicked woman endeavouring to deftrov the tu-txfe of David, 
t^at flic might fet up a throne for herfelf upon the ruins of it. Atlia.'iah 
barbarouHy cut off all the feed^rnyal, rer- 10, perhaps intending to tranf- 
tutt the crown of Judah after herfelf to focne of her own relations* that 

though 
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Judah fami,y ° Ut IfrafeI by ^ hu, 51 might be P lanlcd in 

2. A good woman eflefloally preferving il From being wliolly extirpated. 
One of the late king's Tons, a child of a year old, was refcucj fVuni anion* 
the dead, and faved alive by the core of Jehoiada's wife, ver. t t, 12. thai 

a lamp might he ordained far God's anointed; for no word of God fhall fall 
to the ground. 

CHAR XXIII. 

Six years bloody Athaliah had tyrannized; in this chapter roe have 
her depojcdandjlain, andJoaJk the rightful heir enthroned. IVe 
had t.iejlorij before 9 vmch as it is here related, 2 Kings xi. 4. &V. 
( I .) Jehoiada prepared the people for the king, acquainted them 
with htsdejign, armed them, and appointed them their pofls, vcr. 
I — 10. (2.) lie produced the king to the people, crowned and 
anointed him , vcr. II. (3.) He Jlew the ufurper, vcr. 12—15. 
(4.) He reformed the kingdom, re-eflablij/ted religion , and re- 
f cored the civil government, ver. 16—21. 

■ 

2 - A in the feventh year Jehoiada ftrengthened 
-ZTi. himfelf, and took the captains of hundreds, Aza- 
riah the fon ot Jehoram, and Ifhmael the fon of Jelio- 
hanan, and Azariah the fon of Ohed, and Maafeiah 
the ion of Adaiah, and Elifhaphat the fon of Zichri, 
into covenant with him. <i. And they went about in 
Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities 
ot Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Ifrael, and 
they came to Jcrufaiem. 3. And all the congre- 
gation made a covenant with the king in the houfe 
of God : and he faid unto them, Behold the kind's 
ion /hail reign, as the LORD hath faid of the 
ions of David. 4. This & tiic thing that ye fhall do : 
A third part of you entering on the fabbath of the 
pricfts and of the Levites,//^// he porters of the doors; 
5. And a third part fhall be at the king's houfe; and a 
third part at the gate of the foundation: and all the 
people fhall be in the courts of the houfe of the LORD. 
(i. But let none come into the houfe of the LORD, 
fiivc the pricfts, and they that miniftcr of the Levites, 
they {hall go in, for they are holy : but all the people 
iliall keep tiie watch of the LORD. 7. And the Le- 
vites fhall compafs the king roundabout, every man 
with his weapons in his hand, and whofoever elfe 
omcth into the houfe, he fhall be put to death : but 
be ye with the king when he cometh in, and when 
hegoeth out. 8. So the Levites and ail Judah did ac- 
cording to all things that Jehoiada the prieft had com- 
manded, and took every man his men that were to 
come in on the labbath, with them that were to go out 
on the fabbath : for Jehoiada the prieft difmitfed not 
the courfes. 9. Moreover, Jehoiada the prieft delivered 
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12. i| Now when Athaliah heard the noifeof the peo- 
ple running and praiiing the king, flie came to the 
people into the houfe of the LORD. 13. And ifae 
looked, and, behold, the king flood at his pillar, at the 
entering in, and the princes, and the trumpets by the 
king: and all the people of the land rejoiced, and 
founded witii trumpets, alio the fingers with inltru- 
ments of mufic; and fuch as taught to fing praife. 
Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and faid, Treafon, 
treafon. 14. Then Jehoiada the prieft brought out the 
captains of hundreds that were fet .over the hoft, and 
faid unto them. Have her forth of the ranges: and 
wholo followcth her, let him be flain with the fword. 
For the prieft faid, Slay her not in the houfe of the" 



LORD. lo. So they laid hands on her; and when, 
me was come to the entering of the horfe-gate by the 
king's houfe, and flew her there. 16. « And Jehoiada 



made a covenant between him, and between all the 
people, and between the king, that they mould be 
the LORD's people. 17. Then all the people went 
to the houfe ot Baal, and brake it down, and brake his 
altars, and his images in pieces, and flew Mattan the 
prieft of Baal, before the altars. 18. Alfo Jehoiada 
appointed the offices of the houfe of the LORD by the 
hand of the pricfts the Levites, whom David had dif- 
tnbuted in the*houfe of the LORD, to oiler the burnt- 
offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the law of 
Mofes, with rejoicing and with finging, as it was or- 
dained by David. 19. And he fet the porters at the 
gatesof the houfe of the LORD: that nonewhich was un- 
clean many thing fhould enter it. 20. And betook thecap- 
tainsofhundreds,and the nobles, and the governors of the 
people, and all the people of the land, and broughtdown 
the king from the houfe of the LORD, and they came 
through the high gate into the king's houfe, and fet the 
king upon the throne of the kingdom. 21. And all 
the people of the land rejoiced: and the city wasquiet, 
alter that they had flain Athaliah with the fword. 

Here is, I . The people are pleafed, ver. 12, 13. when the king flood at 
his pillar, whofe right it was to fiand there, ail die people of the land rejoiced 
tojeearod fprung out of the Stem of Jcjfe, Uai. xi. 1. when it teemed a 
withered root in a dry ground, to fee what they defpaired of ever feeing, 
a king of the houfe of David, what a pleafing iurprife was it to them ! 
1 hey ran in tranfports of joy to fee this fight, praifed the king, and praifee! 
trod, lor they had with them fuch as taught to fing praife. 

2. Athaliah flain. She ran herfelf upon the point ot the fword of juftice • 
tor imagining her inlereft much better than it was, foe ventured into the 
houfe of the Lord at that time, and cried, Treafon, treafon, bu t nobody fe- 

^ C n n u 6 ° f ed wilh herj '^P™* 6 nffier heart deceived her ; foe thought 

to the captains of hundreds, fpears and bucklers, and \i ' her own ' wher eas none were cordially. fo. Jehoiada, as protector in the 

fhields, thalUhn king. Dave's, which vere in the \ .^^^ ^^^^^ 

of the Lord j that facred place mult not be fo far difgraced, nor that wicked 
woman fo far honoured. 

3. The original contract agreed to, ver. 16. In the Kims it was faid 

noinna mirlfi t r>nunn^«» * 1 t i it t_ ■ . * . * 



houfe of God. 10. Andlie fet all the people (every 
■man having his weapon in his hand) from the right 
fide of the icinple to the left fide of the temple, along 
by the altar and the temple, by the king round about, 
1 1. Then they brought out the king's fon, and put upon 
him, the crown, and gave him the teftimony, and made 
him king: and Jehoiada and his fons anointed him, 
and faid, God favc the king. 

We may well imagine the il! pofture of affairs in Jerufalem during Alha. 
Mali's fix years ulurpation ; and may wonder that God permitted ft, and his 
people bo.e it fo long. But after fuch a dark and tedious night the re- 
turning day in his revolution was the more bright, and the more welcome ; 
the continuance of David's feed and. throne was what God had fworn by his 
hoIineO, Pful. Ixxxix. 36. and an interruption was no defeasance; the dream 
of government here runs again in the right channel. The inflrument and 
chief manager of the reftoration is Jehoiada. 

1. He here appears to be a man of great conduct; that'-rcferved the young 
prince for fo many vears till he was fit lo appear in public, and till the na- 
tion was grown weary of the ufurper; prepared his work before hand, and 
then effected it with admirable fecrecy and expedition. When God has 
work to do, he will qualify and fpirit men for it. 

2. A man of great intcrcft. The captains joined with him, ver. 1. The 
Levites and the chief of the fathers of Ifrael came at his call to Jerufalem, 
ver. 2. The Levites and all Judah did ai Jehoiuda commanded, ver. S. and. 
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jenoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the people, and the kin* 
2 Kings xi. 17. Here it is faid to be between him, the people and the 
king for he, as God's pried, was his rcprefentative in this tranfaclion, or a 
tort or mediator as Moles was. The indenture was tripartite, but the true 
intent and meaning of the whole was, that they (hould be the Lord** people • 
Ood covenanted by Jehoiada to lake them lor his people; the king and 
people covenanted will) him to be his; and the king covenanted with the 
people fo govern them as the people of God, and the people with the king to 
be tubject to him, as the Lord's people, in his fear and for his fake. Let us 
look upon ourfelvesand one another as the Lord's people, and it will have 
a mighty influence upon us in the dilcharge of all our duty both to God 
and man. 



w 
fel 
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hich is Orange, all that were intruded with the fecret kepi their own coun- 
1 till il was executed. Thus the xuords of the xv/fe are heard in quiet. 




. ix. I 7. 

3. A man of great faith. It was nol only common equity, much lefs his 
wife'» relation lo the royal family, that put him upon this undertaking, but 
a regard to the word of God. and the divine entail of die crown, ver. 3. 
The kind's fon Jhallriign as the Lord hath faid. His eye lo «hc promife, and 
dependence upon that, added a great deal of glory to this undertaking. 

4. A man of j»reat religion. This matter wan lo be done in the temple, 
which might occafion lome breach of rule, and the nccelTity of the cale 
might be thought loexcufo il ; but he gave fpecial order that none of the 
people mould come into. the houfe of the Lord, but the pricfts and Levites; 
only, who were holy, upon pain of death, ver. tS, 7. Never let facred 
things be profaned, no not for the (upport of civil rights. 

H. A man of great refolntinn ; when he had undertaken this bufinels he 
wont through with it, drought out the king, u nited him and gave him the 
teftimony, ver. I i. He ventured his head, but it was in a goodcaufe, and 
therefore he went on boldly. It is here find, that his fons joined with him 
in anointing the young king, one of whic h, it is likely, was that Zecharias 
whom Joafli afterwards put to death for reproving him, chap. xxiv. 20. 
which was fo much the more ungrateful," becuufe he had actually a hand in 
anointing him. 



□ »»gnii ii nicy uuu uuencu me nunour oi ine tnronc anu 
not that of the altar ; the greateft grievance of Athaliah's reign was the 
bringing in the worfliip of Baal, and luppurling of that ; therefore that 
muft be abohflied in the fir ft place. Down with Baal's houfe, his altars 
his images ; down with them all, and let the blood of his priefis be mingled 
with his facrifices; for God had commanded that feducers to idolatry fliould 
be put to death, Deut. xiii. 5, 6. 

5. The temple fervice revived, ver. 18, 19. that had been neglected in 
the laft reigns ; the prieft and the people wanting either power or zeal to 
keep it up, when they had princes that were difalTeaed to it. But Jehoiada 
put the offices of the houfe of the Lord into the proper courfe und proper hands 
again, which in the late times had beendifturbed and invaded. (1.) He ap- 
pointed the pricfts to their courfes, for the due offering of facrifices ac- 
cording to the Jaw of Mofes. (2.) The fingers to theirs, according to the 
appointment of David. The facrifices (it fliould feem) were offered with 
rejoicing und finging; and good reafon ; we joy in God when we receive the 
atonement, Rom. v. I), (3.) The porters were put in their refpeaive ports 
as David ordered, ver. 19. and their office was to lake care that none who 
were upon any account ceremonially unclean mould be admitted into th« 
courts of the temple. 

m 6*. The civil government re-eftablilhed, ver. 20. They brought the king 
in Hate to hia own palace, and fet him upon the throne of the kingdom, to 
give law, and give judgment, or his tutor for him. Thus wa* this happy 
revolution perlcaed, the generality of the people rejoiced in it, the reft 
were quiet and made no oppofition, ver. 21. When the fon of Da\r.d is 
enthroned in the foul, all is quiet, and fpringsof joy are opened. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

We have here. the JiSftorjf of the reign of Joafli, the progrefs, and 
ef penally the period of which, teas not of a piece with its begin- 
ning, nor f hone with fo much luftre. flow wonderfully he was 

preferred 

4» 



Chap. XXIV. 
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Heath he apostatized from God, and his apojiacy 'was his ruin 
(4.) He Jet up the toorjhip of Baal again , ver. 15 — 18. though 
warned to the contrary, ver. \Q. (2.) He put Zechariah the pro- 
phet to death, becaufe he reproved him for it, ver. £0 — L 22. (3.) 
~The judgments of Cod came upon him for it. The Syrians invaded 
Aim, ver. 23, 24. He was struck with fore difeufes ; his own fervants 
con/pired against him and flew him ; and, as a mark of infamy upon 
htm, he was not buried in thejjury in g -place of the kings, ver. 25, 2G, 27. 




And Joafh did that which was right in the light of the 
£'ORD, all the days of jehoiada the prieit. 3. And 
Jehoiada took for aim two wives, and he begat fons 
and daughters. 4.x1f And it came to pafs after this, 
that Joalh was minded to repair the houle of the 
LORD. 5. and he gathered together the pri efts and 
the Levi tes, awcMaid to them, go oat unto the cities 
of Judah, and'gather of all I frael money to repair the 
lioufe of your God fromj'ear to year, and fee that ye 
hafteii the matter: howbeit the Levi tes haftened it 
not. 6. And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, 
and faid unto him, Why had thou not required of the 
kevites.to bring in.ou t of Judah and out of Jerufalem 
the collection according to the commandment of Mofes, 
the iervant of the LORD, and of the congregation of 
I frael, for. the tabernacle of witness > 7. For the sons 
of At hali ah, that wicked woman, had broken up the 
houfe of God ; and alio all the dedicated things of the 
houfe of the LOUD did they bellow. Upon Baalim. 8. 
And at the king's commandment they made a chert 
and fetit without, at the gate of the houfe of "the 
LORD; 9> And they made a proclamation through 
Judah and Jerufalem, to bring in to the LORD, the 
collection ihai.liloies the fervantof God laid upon If- 
rael in the wildernels. 10. And all the princes, and all 
the people rejoiced, and brought in, and caft into the 
cheft, until they had made an end. 1 1. Now it came 
to pals, that at what time the cheft 
the king's ollice, by the hand of the 
when they law that there was rii uch money 
fcribe, andthehigh-prieft's officer came and emptied 
the cheft, and took it,, and carried it to his place again. 
Thus they did day by day, and gathered money in 
"abundance. 1 2. And the king and Jehoiada gave it to 
fuch as did the work of the lervice of the houfe of the 
LORD, and hired mafons and carpenters to repair 
the houfe of the LORD, and alio fuch as wrought 
iron arid brafs, to mend the houfe of the LORD. 13. 
So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfect- 
ed by them,: and they let the houfe of God in his 
itate, and itrengthened it. 14. And when they had 
imilhvd.it, they brought the reft of the money; before 
the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made veffcls for 
the boule of the LORD, even veheia to minifter and 
to offer withal, andfpoons,.and veliels of gold and hi- 
rer : and they offered burnt-offerings in the houfe of 
the LORD continually, alithe days of Jehoiada. 



were applied that way. 

5. Many a good work would he done that now lies undone, if there 
were hut a few active men to ftir in it and put it .forward. When Joalh 
found that money did not come in ua he expecled one yraj r , lie tried ano- 
ther way, and that anfwered the intention. IV1 any have ltouefty enough to 
follow, that have not zea! enough to lead in that which is good. The throw-' 
ing of money into u cheft through u hole in the lid of it, 'was a way that 
had not been tiled before 1 , and perhaps the very newuels and odducfo of 
the thing made it a fuccefsful expedient for the rutting of money ; a great" 
deal was thrown in, and with a great deal ot'cheerfuInt ls, tlu*y all rejoiced, 
ver. 10. An invention to pleafe peoples huiuoiic may fo mutinies bring them 
to their duty. Wifdom herein is profitable to direct*. 

6. Faithfuhiefs is the greuteft pruife, and will he the greuteft comfort, 
of thofe that are intruded with public: trenfuiv,. or employed in publi 
bufinefs.' The king 1 and Jehoiada faithfully paid the 



men, who faithfully did the work, ccr. 12, ID 



money totheworl;- 



15. If But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days 
when he died ; an hundred and thirty # years oldnvts/ie 
when he died. 16. And they buried him in the city of 
David among the kings, becaufe he had done good in 
I frael, both toward God, and toward his houle. 17. 
Now after the death of Jehoiada, came the princes of 
Judah, and made obeifance to the king: then the king 
hearkened unto them. 18. And they left the houfe of 
the JLORD God of their fathers, and ferved groves 
and idols : and wrath came upon Judah and Jerufalem 
for this their tref'pafs.1 9- Ye the fen t prophets to them, 
to bring them again unto the LORD, and they testifi- 
ed againft them : but they would not give ear. 520. And 
the limit of God came upon Zechariah the foil of Je- 
hoiada the prieft, which ltood. above the people, and 
laid unto them, Thus faith God, Why tranigrefsye 
the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot 
'profper ? becaufe ye have foriaken the LORD, he 
hath alio forfiiken you. 21. And they confpired againft 
him, and ftoned him with ftones, at the command- 
ment of the king, in the court of the houfe of the 
LORD. 2i2. Thus Joafh the king remembered not the 
kinduefs which Jehoiada his father had done to him, 
but Hew hisfon ; and when he died, he faid, the LORD 




.This account of Joufh's good beginning? we had as it {lands here, 2 
Kings xii. 1, $c. though the latter part of this chapter concerning his 
upotiacjywc had little of there. What is good in men we fhould take all 
occasions to fpeak 6fj and often repeat it;, what is evil we fiiould make 
mention of but fnaringh'i and ue more than is needful. 

• "We Until iiere only obferyc, 

1. That it is a happy thing, for young people when they are fetting out 
in the world, tb he under the direction and conduct of 'thole thatare wife 
and good, aud faithful to them, as J oath was under the influence of Je- 
hoiada, -during whofe time he did thai which was right. Let thofe that are 
young reckon it u blellhig to them, nnd nqt a burden and check upon 
them, to have thofe with them4hut will caution them against that which 
is evil, add advife and quicken' them to that which is 'good : andlet them 
reckon it not a mark of weakness and fubjection, but of wifdom and 
discretion to hearken to fuch. He that will not be counfelled cannot 
"be helped. It is efpecially. prudent for young people to take advice , in 
their marriages, as. Joafh did, who left it to nis guardian to choofe him 
•Jiis wfvesi becaufe Jezebel and Athaliah had been fuch plagues, vef-. 3. 
,Thatisaturn of life',- which often proves. either the making or inarriug 

of young people, and therefore ibould.be done with great care.' 

2, 3Ien may go far iti the external performances of religion, andkeep 
long to them", merely by the poiytr of their education, and the influ- 
ence of their friends", who yet have 'no hearty affection for divine things,' 

nor any inward relifli of tiieni. . Foreign inducements may pufli men on 
. to that '.which is good, who. are nob. actuated by a living principle of 
grace in their hearts. 

" 3. Tn the (hews of devotion it jLs poffible thofe who have only the form of 
. gbdUnefs may outstrip' thofe thafhave the power of it; Joafh is more foh> 
citous and more zealous about the repair of the tern pre than J ehoiada. him- 
JVo. LXIV"*/ * 



the people, and lent ail the fpoii ot'tiiem inito the 
king of Damafcus.' ' 24. For the army of the Syrians 
came with a final! company of men : and the LORD 
delivered a very great hoft into their hands hecaufe 
they had forfaken the LOUD God of their fathers : 
fo they executed judgment a^aiuli Joaili. 'J5. And 
when they were departed from him (for they left him 
in great di(eafes) his own fervants conipircd againft 
him, for the blood of the funs, of Jehoiada the pvielx, 
and flew him on his hed, and lie died ; and they bu- 
ried him iii the city of David, hut they buried him- 
not in the fepulchres of the kings. 26'. And thefe are 
they that confpired againft him ; Zabad the fon.of 
Shimeath an Ammoniteis, and Jehozabad the ion of 
ShimrithaMoabitefs. 27. 1f Now concerning his fons, 
and the greatnefs of the burdens laid upon him, and 
the repairing of the houfe of God, behold, they are 
written in the ftory of the book of the kings. And 
Amaziah his fon reigned in his ftead. 

We have here a fad account of the degeneracy and apoftaey of Joafh. 
God had done great things for him; he had doneforaething for God; but 
he proved, ungrateful to liis God, and falfe to the engagements he had laid 
himfelf under to him. How is the gold beconui dim, and the mofl fine gold 

changed/ Here is, 

1. The occafion of his apoftacy; when he did that which was right, it 
was nor with a perfect heart, he never was fineere, never ac>ed from prin- 
ciple, but in compliance to Jehoiada, who had helped him to the crown, 
and because they had been protected iu the temple, arid rofe upon the 
ruins of idolatry. And therefore when the wind turned, he turned with it. 

(1.) His good counfellor left him, and was by death removed from him. 
It was a mercy to hini and his kingdom that Jehoiada lived fo long. One- 
hundred and thirty years, ver. 15. By which it appears he was born in So- 
lomon's time, and had lived tlx entire reigns before this. It was an encdu- 
ragement to him to go on in that good way which Jehoiada had trained: 




Judah 
th ey o 
good 

prai/e of the fame 



He had done good towards God, not that any man's 



goodneTs can estend unto him, but he had done geod towurdshis|ioufe,in 
reviving the temple feryice, chap, xxiii. 8. Note, Thofe do the S^ te ^ 



good t6 the country, that lay out themfelves in their places to promote 
religion. Well, Jehoiada finiHicd his courfe with honour; hut that little 
religion that Joafh had was all buried inhia grave, and after his death both 
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condoling, congratulated liim^upon the death of his old tutor, as Ins releafe 
from the difciuline he bad been_ fo long under, unworthy a raun, a kin 



they tell him he muft be prieft-ridden no longer, he is now difelmre/ed'f rum 
grave leffons and rq/lraints,hv may do as he pleafetli : and (would you think 
it.-) the princes of J udah were the m«n that were fo induflrioua to debauch 
him, ver. 17. Hia father and grandfather were corrupted by the houfe of 
Ahub, from whom no .better could be expected. But that the princes of 
Judah fliould be feducers to their king, was very fad. But they that in- 
cline to the couitfets of the ungodly, will never want ungodly coun fell ors. 
They made obcifance to the king, flattered him into an opinion of his ubfo- 
lute power, prcmiifed to (land by him in making his royal will and ple;"iure 
pals for a law, any divine precept or innitution to the contrary in any 
wife notwithstanding. And he hearkened to them : their talk pleaieti 
him, and was more agreeable than JehoiauVs dictates ufed to be. Princes, 
and lefler people, have been many a time thus flattered into thrir ruin by 
thofe that have promifed them liberty and dignity; butliave really brought 
them into the greateft fervitude and difgrace. 

2. The apoftacy itfelf, ver. 18. They left the houfe of God, and ferved 
groves and idols* The princes, it is likely, had a requeft to the king, which 
they tell him they durfl not offer while Jelioiadu lived ; but now they hope 
it will give no oifence ; it is, that they may fet up the groves and idols 
again, which were thrown down in the beginning of his reign, for they 
hate to be always confined to the dull old fafhioned £ervice of the temple. 
And he not only gave them leave to do it thetufelves, but he joined with 
them. The king and princes, that a while ago were repairing the tem- 
ple, now forfook the temple; that had pulled down groves and idols, now 
themfelv.es ferved thein. So inconftant a thing i* man, and fo little eon- 
ffdencc to be put in him 1 
" 3. The aggravations of this apoftacy, and the additions of guilt to it. 
God fent prophets to them* ver. 10. to reprove {hem for their tvickecfuWs, 
and to tell them what would be in the end thereof, and \oto bring them again 
uyito the Lord; that is minifters work, to bring people, not t«> themfelve:*, 
but to God; to bring thofe again to him that have gone a whoring from 
him ; in the moft degenerate times God lejl not himfelf without tritnefs; 
though the}' had dealt very dilingcnuoully with God, yet he fent prophets' 
to them* to convince and inftrucl them, and to aflure them that they mould 
find favour with him if yet they would return ; for he would rather fmners 
mould turn and live than go on and die; and they that perifh mall be left 
incxcufable. The prophets did their part, they teflified agaiujt them, but 
few or none received their tv/iimony. 

(1.) They flighted all the prophets, they would not give ear; were fo 
ftrangcly wedded to their idols that no reproofs, warnings, threatening^ or 
auy of the various methods which the prophets took to convince them, 
would reclaim them. Few would hear them, fewer would heed them, but 
feweft of all believe them, or be governed by them. 

(-2.) They flew one of the moft eminent; Zccharias the Jon of Jchoiada y 
and perhaps others. Concerning him obferve, (I.) The meflage which he 
delivered to them in the name of C«od, ver.. HO. The people were alfem- 
bled in the court of tiie temple, (for the}* had not quite left it) it is likely 
on occafiqu of feme folenin feaft, when this Zccharius being tilled with the 
fpirit of prophecy, and known (it is likely) to be a prophet, (loud up in 
ibme of the defks that were in the court of the prieits, and very plainly, 
but without any provoking language, told the people of their fin, and what 
would be the confequences of it. He doth not impeach aiiy particular 
perfons, nor predict any particular judgments, as lotuctimes the prophets 
.did, but as inoffenfively as pomble minded thein of what was written in 
the law. Let them but look into their Bibles, and there they would find, 

the Lord, 
on lb of- 
rred; you 

"know, if the word of God be trne, you cannot prolper in thia evil way'; 
never expect to do ill and fare well. Nay, you lint! already that hecaufe 





Laitlr, The judgment* of God which came upon Joafli for this a«-ra- 
vated w • eked ne fs of his. 03 
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U A final I army of Syrians made thcmfelves mailers of Jerusalem, de- 
ftroyed the princes, plundered the city, and lent the fpoil of it to Damas- 
cus, ver. 23, 24. God's people while they kept in with God had often 
been conquerors, when the enemy had the advantage of the greater num- 
ber; but now on the contrary, an incnutiderabJe handful of Svriaus routed 




departed from them, but turned to be th«r enemy and foughtagainft theui. 
The Syrians were employed as inftrumeuts in God's hand to execute 
judgment agaiujl Joa/h; though they little thought io, Tfa. x. (i, 7. and 
fee Dent, xxxii. 30. 

2. God fmote him with great difeafes of body,, or mind, or both; either 
like his grandfather, chap. \\u 18. or like Saul, an evil, fpirit from God 
troubling him. "While he wiis plagued with flic Syrians, he thought if 
he could but gut clear of them he fliould do well enough: But before they 
departed from him, God fmote .him with difcaies. If vengeance purine 
men, the end of one trouble will but be the beginning of another. 

3. His own Tenants confpired nguiuft him. Perhaps he began to hope 
hisdifeafe would be cured, he Was but a middle-aged man, and mt"ht re- 




providences of Clod. 

{3.} The barbarous treatment they gave him for his kindnefs and fuith- 
fuluefh in delivering this meft'age to thein, ver. 21. By the con fpt racy of 
the primes, or fome of thei r party, and by the cummaddment of the Icing, who 
thought himfelf affronted by this fair warning, they noned* him to death 
immediately, not under colour of law, accufiug him as a biafphemer, a, 
traitor, or a fiilfe prophet, but in a popular tumult, hi the court of the houfe 
of the Lord ; as horrid a piece of wicked net's us perhaps auy we read of in all 
the hiftory of the kings. The pcrlbu was facred, a prieft ; the place lacrcd, 
the court of the temple, the inner court, between the porch and the altar ; 
the- menage yet more facred, we have reafon to think that they knew it 
came from the fpirit of prophecy; the reproof was juft, the warning fair, 
both backed with fcripture^und the delivery very geutle.and tender; and 
yet fo impudently iuiu daringly do they defy God himfelf,thotnothingIels 
than the blood of the prophet can fatisly their indignation at the prophecy* 
Be ajlonijhed, 0 heavens, at this, and tremble, O earth, that ever fuch a vjl-. 
laiuy fhould be committed by men, by Ifraelites, in contempt uud violation 
of every thing that is juft, honourable, and facred! That a king, a king 
in covenant with God, fhould command the murder of one whom it was 
his office 'to protect und countenance! The Jews fay 1 ,* there were feven 
tranfgrellions m this; for they killed a prieft, a prophet, a judge, they 
fhed uinoccnt blood, polluted the court of the tern pie, the fabbath, and the 
day of expiation; for on that day their tradition faith this happened. 

(4.) The aggravation of this fin: Thaf this Zecharias, who fulfered 
martyrdom forhisfaithfulnefstoGod and his country, was die fun of J e- 
hoiada, who had done lb much good in lfraei,and particularly had been as 
a father to Joafh, ver. 22.. The affront done by it-to God, and contempt 
put on religion, is not fo particularly taken notice of, as the ingratitude J 
there was in it to the memory of Jehoiuda. He remembered not the kind* 
ne& of the father, but flew the fon for dpimj hia duty, and what the father 
would have done, if lie had been there. Call a mau ungrateful, and you 
can call him no worfe. 

(5.) The dying martyr's prophetical imprecation of vengeance upon his 
murderers ; The Lord look upon it and require it/ This came not from a fpirit 
of revenge, buto fpirit of prophecy, he will require' it. . 1 his would be the 
continual cry of the blood they flied, as Abel's blood cried agaiadCaiu : let 
the God to whom vengeance belongs demand blood for blood. lie will do 
it, for he is righteous. This precious blood was reckoned for prefently in 

I 




which it fljould feetn that he did not only Hay Zecharias, but others of*, 
the fons of Jelioiadu for his Hike. Perhaps they that Hew him intended to 
take vengeance for that. blood, however that was it which God ititended 
in permitting them to do it. , Thole that drink the blood of the flints 
(hull have their own blood given them t« drink, for they are worthy. The; 
ri?gicides arc here named, vvr. s2u\ and it is ohfervable that the mothers 
of them both were foreigners, one an Ammonitels, uud the other u Motib- 
itefs. The idolatrous ki'n^s, it is likely, countenanced thofe marriages 
which the law prohibited for the prevention of idolatry, and fee how the 
products of th cm turned upon thcmfelves. 

4* people would not bury him in the fepnlehres of the kings, bc- 
eaufe he had [ruined his honour by his mal-adminiftratiou; Let Him not 
be written with the righteous, Pfal" Ixix. 28. Thefe judgment^ are called 
the burdens laid upon him, ver. 27. for the wiathof God is a; heavy bur- 
den, too heavy for any man to bear. Or it may be meant of the threat- 
euiugs denounced agninft him by the prophets, for thofe are called bur- 
dens; ufuully God lets Ibme fpecinl marks -of his difpleafure upon apol- 
tates iu this hfc for warning to all to remember Lot's wife. 

m 

C H A P. XXV: 

Amazinh's reign is recorded in this chapter;, none of the worjl; and yet 
far from good. M;/i of the pn(fitgrs in this chupter we had b/ fore- 
more briejty related, 2 Kings xiv. Here ice find Amusiah, (l.) A }u/i 
revenger of his father's death,- ver. 1 — 4. [2:) K An obbdicnr obftrvnr 
of the command of God, ver. 5—10. (3.) A cruel conqueror of the 
Edomites, ver. 11,12,. 13. (4.) A foolifh wor/hipper. of the gads of 

• lg< ^ j Uafhly 

rafhnefs, ver. 17-^- 
25— 2d. ' 

. I . . A MAZIAII was. twenty and five years old xchaz 
Jt\\\e. began toreign.and ]iereigned twenty and nine 
years iu Jerulalem : and his motlier s naxnea?tf&' Jehoad- 
dan of Jerulalem. 2. And he did that which teas right - 
in the fight of theLORD,butnot withaperfe6i lieart. 
3. Now it came to pals, when the kingdom was 
eirablrflied to^hnhr that he Hew his lervants that had 
killed the king his father. 4. But he ilew riot their 
children, but did as it is written in the law in the book 
of Mofes, where the LORD commanded, laying. The 
.fathers ihall not die for the children, neither ihall the 
children die for the fathers, but every man fliaJl die for 
his own lin. 5. Moreover, Amaziah gathered. Ju- 
dah together, and made them captains oyer thdufaricis, 
and captains over hundreds, according to the hduies of 
M«Vfathers,throughoutallJudah and Benjamin : and 
he numbered them from twenty years a old and above, 
and found them three hundred thouiknd choice meu t 
able to go forth to war-,- that could handle ipear and 
fhield:. 6. He hired al^o an hundred thou land mighty 
men of valour out of Ifrael, for an h u n d red talents of iii- 
ver. 7- But there came a man of God to him, laying, O 
king, let not the armypf Ifrael go with thee : for the 
LORD is not with Ifrael, to zcit, -with all the childrea 
of Ephraim. S. But if thou wilt go; do it, be Itrong for 



the battle: God Ihall make thee fall before the enemy; 
for God hath power to help, and to calt down. 9 And 
Amaziah laid to the man of God, But what Ihall we do 
for the hundred talents whicb I have given to the army 
of Ifrael? And the man of God anfwered, The LORD 
is able to give thee much more than this. 10. Then 
Amaziah leparated them, to zcit, the armv that was- 
come to him outof Ephraim, togo home again, where- 
fore their anger was greatly kindled agai nit Judah, anoV 
they returned home in great anger, n . 1f And Ama- 
ziah ltrengtl.iened himfelt;~'and led forth his people, 

and 
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and went to the valley of felt, and fmpfe of the chil- 
dren of Seir ten thoufand, i c 2. And ten thoufand 
left alive,, did the children of Judah carry away cap- 
tive, and brought them unto the top of the rock, and 
call thein down from the top of the rock, that they all 
were broken in pieces. 1*3. fl" But the foidfers of the 
ariny which Ainaziah lent back, that they f hould not 
go with hhn to battle, fell upon the cities- of Judah, 
from Samaria even untoEeth-horon, and finote three 
thoufand of them, and took much fpoiL 

* Here is, I. The general character of Amaziali, lie did that which was 
tij&t in the eyes of the ford, worfliipped the true God, kept the tainple- 
terviee a going, and countenanced religion in his kingdom; but he did not 

do it with a perfh'cl lu:art 9 ver, 2- that is, he wsis not u man of furious piety 
or devotion hitnfelf, nor hud he arty zeal for the. exeruiies of religion* 
was no enemy to it, but a cool nndiudifterent friend : The diameter oftoo 
many in thu* Laodicean age. They do that which is good, hut not with 
the heart, uot with a perfect heart. 

2. Ajicceflary piece of juiiice which he did upon the traitors that mur- 
dered his father; he put them to death, ver. 3. Though wc fliould ftijw 
pole they intended to avenge On their king the death of' their prophet, as 
was intimated, chap, xxiv.35* yet that would by no ineans juftity their 
iviekednefs; For they were not the avengers, but prefuinptuoufly tookGod\s 
work out at his bunds. And therefore Amazinh did what became him in 
calling them to an account for it ; but kept within the rule of that law 
which forbad the putting the children to death for the parents fin* 4. 

3. An expedition of his agninft the Edoinites, who foine time ago had 
revolted trom under the dominion of Judah, to winch lie attempted to 
reduce them. Obferve, < 

I. The great preparations hemnrh'for this expedition. 

(1.) Me in til to red his own forces, acid uiurftialtcd them, ver. 5. awl found 
Judah and lienjamin in all.but three hundred thoufand men, that were 
fit for war, Avhereus in Jehofiiaphuf a time, fifty or fixty years before* they 
were four time* as many: fin weakens a people, dimiuifhes them, difpi- 
yits them, and Jettons their number and figure. 

. (\>,) lie hired ' auxiliary troops out of the kingdom oflfrael, ver. 6* 
Findinghia own kingdom defective in men, he thought to make it upwith 
Vis money, and therefore took into Ids pay one hundred thoufnndlfraclitea. 
If he hud advifed with any of his prophets before he did this, or had but 
coutidered how little «yiy of hisanceftors £ot by their alliances with Ifrael* 
he would nochave hud this to undo again* But rafhnefa makes work for 
repentance. 

m 2. The co hi tn and which God fent him by a prophet to difmifs dut of 
his fervice the force of Ifrael. 0cr»7« 8- He would not hat •ehim call in any 
liflifiuncc at all, it looker! likedilirutf of God; if he made fure of his pre- 

4ence, the army he had of his own was fu Ittcient; but particularly, he mutt 
not take in therr ailifhincc, for the Lord is uot with the children of Eph- 
rann, becaufe they are not with him, but worftiip the calves* This was a 
good reafon why he fhould not make ufe of them, becaufe he could not 
depend upon them to do him any fervice* \Vhatj$ood could be expected 
from them that had not God with them, nor hw bleliiug upon their un- 
dertakings? It is comfortable employing thofe that we have reafo*- <*• 
hope have an mtereft in heaven-; and dangerous "uflbciating with thole 
from whom the Lord is departed. The prophet threatened hiin, that if 
he perilled in his refolution to take thefe idolatrous apoftate Israelites 
with him, in hopes thereby to make hiiniclf ftroug for tJie battle, it was 
at his peril, they would prove a dead weight to his army, would fink and 

^betrnyit; God \JIiall make thee fall before the enemy* and thefe liraelitu* 
will be the ruin of thy catife; for God has power to help thee without 
them, and to caft theje down, though thou haft them with thee* 

3. The objection which Amuziah made n^aind this command, and the 
futMa&ory anfwer which the prophet gave to that objection, ver* <)+ The 
Icing 1 had remitted one hundred talents to the men of Ifrael for advance- 
money, Now, faith he, if 1 fend them back, I thall lofe that; but what 

JhaU we do for the hundred talents? This is an objection men often make 
aguihft their duty, that they are afraid of lojiug it: Never heed that, faith 
the prophet, the Lord is able to give thee much more than f/us, and thou 
in ayeft depend upon it he will not fee thee lofe by him. What is one hun- 
dred talents between thee and him ? He hath' ways enow to make up the 
lots to thee, it is below thee to fptuk of it. Note, a firm belief oV God's all 
fulliciency to bear us out in ourduty, and to make up ail the Iofs and da- 
mage we fufrain in his fervice abundantly to our advantage, will make 
his yoke very eufy, and his burden very light. What is it to truft in God, 
but.to.be willing to venture the lofs of any thing for him, in confidence 
of the goodnefc of the feeurity he gives us that we fhall not lofe by him, 
butitfhall be made up to us in kind or.ktndncft. When we grudge to 

. part with any tjiing for God and our religion, this {hould fatitify us, that 
God is able to give us much more t Jinn this. He h* jurt, and he is good, 
and hois folvent. This king loft one hundred talents by his obedience; 

and w 

xxvii. 5- men tiie.prmcipai was repm 
mea fares of wheat, and as many of barley. 

4- His obedience to the command of God, which, is upon record to his 
honour, fie wpuld rather lofe Ins money, difobligc his allies, and knock 
off tt fourth part of his arrayjiift a3 they were going to takethe tield, than 
ojfeud God. ffe frparated tht army of Eghraim* to go home again, ver. 10, 
And they wont home in great anger, taking it a* a mighty affront thus to 
be made fools of, and to be calhiered a? men not fit to be employed, and* 
being perhaps disappointed of the advantage they promifed themfelves 
in fpoil and plunder, .by joining with Judah again ft Edom. Men' are apt 
to refentthat iviiich toucheth tliem in their profit Qr reputation, though 
it iHes them from trouble. - 

. 5. His triumphs over the Edoinites, ver. II, 12. Ten thouiand r^en he 
left dead upon the fpot in the iield of battle; ten thoufand more he took 
pnfouers, and burbaronfly kiile<l thcra alLby throwing tlierti down fome 
.tlei?J) and craggy precipice. What provocation lie had to exercife this 
cruelty towards them, we are not told; but it was certainly very fevere# * 

0. The mifchief which the dilhanded foldiem oflfrael did to the cities 
of Judah, either in their return or foon after, ver. 13. They took it fo 
heinoufly to he fent home, that if they might not go to (hare with Judah 
in the fpoil of Edom, they would make h prey of Judah. Several cities 
thai lay upon the borders they plundered, and killed three thoufand men 
that made vefiflnnce* But why (hould God fufteffthis to he done? Was it 
not in obedience to him that they were fent home, uud yetfliall thecoun^ 
t^v r ttiU!i ftiflVr by it ? Surely God a way is in the fcal Did not the prophet 
fay, that God was nol: with the children of Ephraim, and yet they an; fuff< A i« 
*ed to prevail agatnft Judah ? Doubtlefs God intended hereby to chaftife* 
thofc cities of Judah for their idolatries which were found moil in thofe parts 
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that lay next to Ifrael. The men oflfrael had corrupted them, and, now 
they were mude a plague to them : Satan both tempts uiid torment*. 

14. % Now itcame to pais, after tliafc Aimz\a\i was 
come from the ilaughtsr of the . ISdomites that he 
brought the gods of the children of Seir, and let them 
. up, to beiixs gods, and bowecl do \vii Ip in felf before them, 
and burned incenie unto tlieni, 15.' Wherefore the an- 
ger of the LORD was kindled again it Aniazlah,. and 
he fent unto him a prophet j'.-ivliich faid unto hi ni, 
Why halt thou fought after the. god^' uf the peorjle, 
whiclicould not deliver their own people out of thine 
hand } 16. And u .came to pats as he talked with liiih, 
that the king faid unto him, Art thph made of the 
king's counfel? fbrriare a why ihouklcft thou be smit- 
ten ? Then the propiiet forbare, and laid, I know that. 
God hatli determined to dellroy thee, becaufe thou 
halt done this, and halt not hearkened unto my counfel: 



Here is. 



, —w.w !. The re\*qlt ofyimazjah from the Cod oflfrael to the gods of 
tlie Edomites. Efjrc^jons folly ! AhtA ivorfliipped the gods of thofe that 
had conquered hhn, he had,foine little colour for that, chap, xxviii. 23+ 
Dut to worfliip thei^ods of thofe whom he laid conquered, who could not 
proteft their own worfliippers, was the ^reateft nun fen fe that could he. 
What did he fee in the gods of the chiMren of Seir thatrould tein^t him 
to fet tlieni up for his gods and Low down hhnfclf before them ? ver. 14. If 
he had caft the idols down from the rock, and broken them to pieces in- 
Head of the prifoners, he had dilcovered more of the piety, as ivello^ more 
o/ the pity of an firaelite; Hat perhaps for that barbarous iuhuaianity, lie 
ivas jjiv'eu up to this ridiculous idolatry. 

il. The reproof which God lent to him by a prophet for this fin. The 
anger of the Lord was kindled agniuft him, and juftiy ; yet before lie fent 
to deftroy him, he feut»to convince and reclaim him, and fu to prevent his 
deftmction : Tlie propiiet reafoned with him very f.urly, and very mildly, 
Whyhdjl thou fought the favour of thofe god* which could uot deliver their 
own people? ver. 15* If men would but duly conihler the inability of all 
thofe things to help them which they have recourfe to if lieu they forlUke 
God, they would not be fuel) enemies to theniielves. 

3. The check lie i^aveto the reprover, ver. 1(S. tic would fay nothing in 
eSccufe of his own folly: The reproof was toojufr to be anfwered, hut he 
fell into a paflioifwith the reprover; (I.) He lauNted him as iaucyaud im- 
pertinent, and middling with that which did not belong to him ; Art thou 
made of the king's counfel? Could not a man Jpeuk reafon to him, but lie 
mutt be upbraided as ufurpiug the place of a privy-conn lei lor? 15ut a$ a 
prophet, he really was made of the king's couniel by tlieKingof kings, in 
duty to whom the king was bound not only to heari but to n/fc and take 
his cotiideh He (ilcuced him : bid him forbear, and fay not a ward 
more to him; lie faid to thejeer 9 See not, (fa. xxw 10. Men would gladly 
have their prophets thud under their girdles as we fay, to lpeak juft when 




: «r« find juft that fum given to his grandfou Joth*im us a pre/cat, chap. 
ii. 5- Then the.principal was repaid, and for intereft ten thoufand 



the Inft reign, who was put to death for making bold with the king, and 
bids hira take warning by him. Thus hi-juftilies the killmg aft hat pro- 
phet by menacing this, and lb in effect makes him ft If guilty of the blood 
of botli. The prophet which had ordered him to lend back the army of 
UVael, though he contradi&ed hh poMtics t aud loft him a hundred talents, 
yet he hearkened to and was ruled bj', ver. 10. But this prophet, who 
diffuaded him from worshipping the gods of the Edoniites, he run upon 
with an unaccountable rage ; which in lift he attributed to the witchcraft 
of idolatry. He was eafdy pci funded to part with his talents of li I ver, but 
by no means with his gods of fdvvr. 

*4. Tlii doom which the prophet paflcd upon hirn for this. TXe had more 
to fay to hirn by way of iurtmctiou and advice; but finding him kic:k thus 
agaiuft the pricks, he forbore- Me n» Joined to idols, let him atone* (lof. iv. 
17. Miferablc is the condition of that man with whom the blefled vSpirtt 
by minifters and confeience forbears to Jl rive. Gen. vi.ri. And. both the 
reprovers in the gate, and that in thu bofuui, if long btow-bcateii and 
baffled, will at length forbear; fo he gave them up to (heir own hearts In [/Is. 
The feeur'e liuner perhaps values himlelf upon it as a noble and happy 
utchievement to have filenced his reprovers and monitor**, and to get clear 
of them ; but what comes of it ? I know that God has determined to dejiroy 
thee; it is a plain indication thou art marked for ruin, that thou haft done 
thiSy and hajt not hearkened to my cnnnfeL They that are deaf to reproof 
arc.ripeuing apace for deftructron, Proy. xxi.v. I. 

17. Then Amaziah kingof Judah took advice,ancl 
fent to Joalh the Ion of Jehoahaz, the Ton of Jehu king 
.oflfrael, faying, Come, let us iee one another in the 
face j, 18. And Joalh king of liracl lent to Amaziali 
king of Judah, laying, The thiftle that zvas in Leba- 
non, fent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, faying, 
. Give thy daughter to 1113^- lbn to wife : and tiiere p ailed 
by a wild beait that was in Lebanon, and tz*ode down 
the thiftle. 19. Thou fayeftLo, thou haft ihutteu the 
Edomites, and thine heart lifteth thee up to boail : 
abide now at home, why ihouldft thou meddle to thine 
hurt, that thou flioul.deft fall, even thou, and Judah 
with thee? £0. But 'Aaiaziah would uot hear; for it 
'came of God, that he might deliver them into the hand 
of their enemies, becaufe they fought after the gods of 
Edom. £1. So Joafli tlie king, oflfrael -went up and 
they faw one another in the face, both he and Aiuaziah 
king of Judah, at Beth-ihemefh, which belotigeth to 
Jhjdaii. 22. H And Ju'daii was put to. the wor/e before 
IlraeJ, and. they fled every man to his tent. 23. And 
Joalh the king oflfrael took Ainaziah king of Judah, 
the lbn of Joafli, the lbn of Jehoafia*, at Beth-lhe- 
meih, and brought him to Jeruialein,~and brake down 
the wall of Jerufalem, from thegateof Ephmioi to the 
corner-ga Le ; fbu r h uj id red c u bits . 2 4. And he took al I 

the 
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the- gold, and the filver, and all the vefMsthat were 
found. in the houle of God with Obed-edom and the 
treaiures of the king's houle, the hostages .alio, and 
returned to Samaria. 25.. f- And Amaziah the fon of 
JoaUi king of J udah, Hyed after the death of Jouflifori 
of Jehoahaz king of Il'rael, fifteen years. 26V Now the 
reft ot the acts of Amaziah, firft and laflr, behold, are 
they not written in the book of the kings of Judah 
and Ifrael ? 27. IT Now after the time that Amaziah 
did turn away from following the LORD, they made 
a conspiracy againft him hf Jerufalem, and he fled to 
Lachiih : but they lent to Lachiih after him and'flew 
him there. 28. And they brought him upon horfes, 
and buried him with his lathers in the city of Judah. 



Chap. XXVI. 



Carmel : lor he loved hulbandrv. l i. Moreover, Uz- 
ziah had an hoft of fighting men that went out to. war 
by bands, according to the number of their account 
by the hand of Jeiet the f cribe, and JVIaaleiah the ruler' 
under the hand.ofHahaniah one of the king's captains' 
12. The whole number of the chief of the fathers of 
the mighty- men of valour, were two thoulanciand fix 
hundred. .13. And under their hand was an army, 
three hundred thousaud and seven thoufand and five 
hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help 
the king againft the enemy. 14*. And Uzziah pre- 
pared lor tliein throughout -all the holt, iluelds and 
lpears, and helmets, and harbergeons, and bows, and 
flings to cast, fkmes. 15. And lie. made, in Jerufalem 
engines,, invented by cunning men, to be on the tow- 
ers, and upon the bulwarks, to lhoot arrows, and 



We have here this degenerate prince mortified by his neighbour, and 
murdered by lus own -fubiects, L 'a. a ' *.\ , - — * ~ " l7 > 

I. Never was proud prince more -roundly mortified, than Amaziah was If re * fc lto,ieS Wlth . al : ?nd his name lpi'ead far abroad, 
by Joafii kingof Ifrael. This part ofthe ftory was as fully related, "Kings tor he WOS marveloUSly helped,, till lie Was lUrOllg. 
xiv. 8, §'c. as it is here. The fooliOi challenge which Amaziah lent to 
Joafli, «cr- 17. his haughty fcornful aufwer to it, ver. 18. with the friendly 
advice he gave him to fit ftill and know when he was well, ver. 19, his 
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1 hat a man spruit- wdl bring him low, Prov. xxix. 23. it goes before his 
deftrufiion, not only procures it meritorioufly, He tltat exalteth himfelf 
Jhallbe abafed, but is often the immediate occalion of it. (2.) That he that 
goes forth hajhhj to flrivc, perhaps will not know what to do in the end 
thereof , when his neighbour has put him to frame, Prov. xxv. 8. He that 
is fond of contention may have enough of it fooner than he thinks of.' 

But here are two paflages in this ftory, which we had not before in the 
{tongs- liiat Amaziah took advice, before he challenged the kino- 0 f 

Ifrael, ver. IJ. But of whom ? Not of the prophet, he was not made of the 
king s couvjei; but of his Ihitesinen that would flatter him, and bid him 
go up and profper. It is good to take advice, but then it mart be of thofe 
that are ht toadvife. Thofe that will not take advice from the word of 



God, which will guide them aright, will juftly be left to the iii advice of 
thole that wil l counfel them to their deft ruction. Let thofe be made fools, 
that will not be mode wife. (2.) Amaziah's imprudence is here made the 
puinflirneiit of his impiety, ver. 20. It vias of the Lord, he left him to 
hnnlelf to aft thus footiffily, that he and his people might be delivered 
into the hands of their enemies, becaufe they had tbrfakenOod, and thutrht 
ajter the gods oj £dom. I hey that will not be perfuaded to do welffor 
then- fouls, mil juftly be given up to their owncounfels to do ill for tbuiu- 
lelvescvenm their outward affairs. 

2. Never was poor prince more violently purfued by his own fubjetts: 
from Mho time that .he departed from the Lord (fo it may be read, ver. 27. 
the hearts ol his fubjects departed from him, and they began to form a 
defign againft him m Jeruialem: It is likely thev wereexafperated'a-ainil 
him more fov -his rafli engaging in a war againft iirael, than for his wu?thin- 
ping the gods or Idoni; JJut at length the ferment grew lb high, and he 
nerceived the plot laid fo deep, that he thought lit to quit his royal city 
and flee to Ladnfli, either as a private place where he might be hid. or 
us a ftrong place where he might be guarded; but they fent after him thi- 
ther, and flew him there. By this it feems tohuve been done deliberately 
and to have been the aft, not of a difgufted lervant or two, but of a coii- 
fiderable body that durft avow it. How unrighteous foever they were 
herein, God was righteous. 



."We have here an account of two things concerning Uzziah? 
I. His piety. In this he was not very eminent or zealous ; yet hedid thai 
which was right in the sight of the Lord ; he kept up the pule worfliip of the 
true God, as his fat her. did, aud herein better than his father; that we have 
no reaion to thmk he everworfliipped idols as his father did; no not in his 
latter days, when his heart was lifted up: It is faidj ver. 5. lie /outfit God 
in the days of Zechariah, who, feme think, was the fon of that Zeeluriuh 
whom his grandfather Joam flew. He w^oiietlmthadtmderfiaudhgm the 
visions oj Cod; either the vifions which he himfelf was favoured with, or 
til e vi lions oi the preceding prophets: He was well verfed in prophecy, and 
converted much with the upper world, was an intelligent, devou^ «r 0o d 
man; and, it feems, hud u.jrreat iniluence upon LWahr r fa»»v are the 
groat men who have fuuh abonr them, and are willing to »4* uVlvlfcd Uv 
them ; but unhappy tholej who feek God only while they have inch with 
them, and have net a principle in themfelves to benrtheiu but to thatmd* 

d 



CHAP. XXVI. 

■ 

This chapter gives us an account of the reign of Uzziah {Azariah he 
was called in the Kings) more full// thaji we had it before; though 
it was long, and in fume rej pedis illvjlrions, yet it was ver)/ brie flu 
related, 2 Kings xiv. 21.— xv. 1. & c . Here is, (l.) His gbod 
eharattcr in general, ver. 1—5. (2.) His great profperitu in his 
wars, his buildings, and all the affairs of his kingdom, ver. 6*~lo. 
(a.) His prefumption in invading the priefi's office, for which he 
wasftruck with a teprofy, and confined by it, ver. lG— 21. even to his 
deathi ver. 22, 23, * 

* 

l . npHEN all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who 
JL was iixteen years old, and made him king in the 
room ot his lather Amaziah. 2. He built Eloth, and 
reiiored it to Judah, after that the king flept with "his 
fathers. 3. Sixteen years old aw* Uzziah when be began 
to reign, and he reigned fifty and. two years in Jerufa- 
lem : his mother's name alfouwj Jeeoliahof Jerufalem. 

4. And he did that which was right in the fight of the 
LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah did. 

5. And he fought God in the days of Zechariah, who 
.had imderflanding in the viiions of God : and as long 

as he fought the LORD, God made him to profper. 
b\ And he went forth and warred againft the Philif- 
lines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall 
of Jabneh, and the wall ofAfhdod, and built cities 
about Ail idod, and among the Philiftines. 7. And God 
helped him againft thePhiliftines, and againft the Ara- 
bians that dwelt in Gur-baal, aud the Mehunims. 8. 
And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah, and his 
name fpread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt 
|3rheftrengthened//?;we^ exceedingly. 9. Moreover' 
Uzziah built towers in Jerulalerri at the corner-gate' 
•and at the valley-gate, and at the turning of the wall 
and fortified tltem. 10. Alio he built towers in the de- I 
fert; and digged many wells, for he had much cattle, 
both in the low country, and hi the plains : huiband- 
men also, and vine-dreflers in the mountains, and in 
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rood inentl to-outward prof[jerity. Muny have fountl and owned thisVthat 
.as long as they fuught the Lord, ami kept elole to their dutv t they proi- 
pered ; but fiuee they forlbok, God, every thing has gone croft. 
Here are divers partieular initanccs of his profperitv. 
(1.) Jim fuceenr in Ins wars; God helped him, (ver. .7.) and-then he tri- 
uiuphed over the Philiftines, thole old enemies of God's people, iletno- 
lifb^d the fortUieatious of tlieir cities, aud put garriiblis of/ his own amoii" 
.them, ver. (3.. He ohliged the Aininouites to-pay him tribute, ver. 8. He 
mude ull quiet about him, and kept them in* awe 

(-2.) The grentnefs of his fame and reputation. His nam<5 whs celebrated 
throughout ull theneiglrhouring countries, v<?r. 8. audit was a good u«me. 
a name tor good things with God aud good people.' This is true lunie- 
jind makes a man- truly honpui able. "' - •_ 

- liia buiWiugs : W hile he acted offenfzvely abroad, he did not neglei* 
the defence oi his-kmgdom at home, but built towers in Jenifdlcm, 
fortified them, ver. 4. 1 he wall . of Jerufalem was in his father's time 
much of it broken down, particularly at the corner gate, chap. xxv. a 3m 
probably his father had repaired it, but ho to prevent the like mifchief 
lor the luture fortified it, aud built a touxr at the corner-«tlc* But hife 
beft fortittcations of Jerufalem were his clofe adherenee to^the worfhip of 

Jerufalem had not 

been broken down. White .he lortiiied the city, he did iiot foriret the 
country, hut built towers in the defert too, ver. 10. to protect the country 
people : from the inroads of tfae rapparees,. bands of which fouietiraes a- 
larmed them and plundered the*m, as chap. xxi. lfi. 

4. His hulbandrv. lie dealt much in cattle and corn, employed manv 
hands, and got much wealth by it, for he took a plestfure in it, he loved 
hn/bam(ry,ycr. 10. and iti* probubledid hinrlelf infpect his affairs in the 
country, which was no difpuragement to him, but an advantage, as it en- 
couraged indu ft ry among his fubjeas. It is an honour to the hufband- 
man's calling, that one of Uiemoft:iUultrious princes of the houfe of Da- 
vid followed it and loved it.' He was- none of thofe that deli-'ht in war 
nor add'rfted -himfelf to fport and pleafure, but delighted in tl?e innocent 
and quiet employments of the'hulbandtnau. 

5. His ftan<ling urmies. He hod, as it mould feem, two militarv cfta- 
bhfhments. <1.) An hofi of fighting men that were to make excurfions 
abroad, they went out tu war by bands, ver, 1 1. Party men, that fetched 
in fpoilfrom the neighbouring countries by wav of reprifal for the depre- 
dations they had many a tune made upon Judah. (2;) Another army for 
guards and gurrifons, that were ready to defend the country in cafe i*- 
Ihould be invaded, ver. 12, 13v fo great was their number and valour, that 
they made war with mighty power; no enemy durft face them, or at Iealfc 
could (bind before them. Men unarmed can do little in war; Uzziah 
therefore turn 1 (lied himfelf with a great armoury, whence his foldiers were 
fupplied with arms olfenfive and'defenfive, ver. 1 4. Jpetirs, bows and flino-s 

s are not mentioned, becaufe it is 
probuble every man hnd a fword of his own which be wore conftantly. En- 
gines were invented in his' time for the annoying befiegers with durts and 
Hones (hot from the toners and bulwarks, ver. 15. "What pity it i^ lhatthe 
wars and fightings which come from nienslufts. have made itneceffury for 
cunning men to employ theirflcill in inventing rnftruments of death ! 

16. But when he was ftrong, His heart was lifted 
up to his cleftru<£iion : for he tranfgrevled againft the 
LORD his God/ and went into the temple of the 
LOUD, to burn incenfe upon the aitar .of incenfe, 
17. And Azariah the prieft went in after him, and with 
him fourfco're prielts of the LORD that were valiant 
■men : 18. And they withftood Uzziah the Icing, and 
faid unto him. It appertained not unto thee Uzziah, 
to burnincenle untothe LORD,but to the priefts,the 
Ions of Aaron that are conlecrated to burn incenfe : go 
put of the fantfcuary,for thou hast trelpafled^ neither 
shall it be. for thine honour from the LORI> God; 19. 
Th«?n Uzzialv was wroth, and had a-cenier in his hand 

to 
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to burn incenfe, and while he was wroth with the 
prieite, the leprofy even rofeup in his forehead before 
the priefts'in the houfe of the LORD, from befide the 
incenic-altdr. so. And Azariah the chief prieft, and 
all the prieics, looked upon him, arid behold, he was 
leprous in his- forehead, and they thrdft'him but from 
thencg,yea, himfeif hailed alfo to go out, becaufethe 
LORj) had Im-itten him. 21. And Uzziah the -king 
teas a Jeper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a 
ieveral houfe, being a leper; for he was cut off from, 
the houle of the LORD : and Jotham his fon was over 
the king's houfe, judging the people of the land. 
SW. \ Now the reft of the afts of Uzziah, tirfl andlaft, ( 
did Iftiah the prophet* the fon of Araoz, write. 23. 
SoTPzfciah flept'with his fathers, and they Buried him 
with his fathers in the field of the burial which be- 
iongedto the'kings; for 'they laid, Hew a leper: and : 
Jotham his 'fon reigned in his Head . 

•!fiere is the 6nly blot we'find on the name of 'king Uzziah,' and it is fucfi 
a one as lies not on any other Of the kingd. Whoredom, murder, oppref- 
Jion, perfecution, and efpecially idolatry, gave churaclers to the bad kingi, 
and forae of them Memifhes id the good ones; David himfeif not excepted, 
Vritnefs the mutter of Uriah. But we find riot Uzziah charged with dny 
6f thefe; and yet life tranfgreflbd againfl the Lord his God, and fell under 
the marks of his difpleufure for it ; not as other kings in vexatious wars or 
rebellions, but an incur.tble difeafe. 

Ills fin was invading; the* prieft*s office. The good way is one, hy-patli3 
are many; the' tranfgreflidn of his preitfeceflbrs was, forfUkirig the "temple 
of the Lord and Hying dlr - from it, chap, xxiv; 18. and burning incenfe 
upon idolatrous altars, chap. xxv. 14. His was intruding in the temple of 
the Lord, further than was allowed him, and attempting himfeif to burn 
incctijb upon the altar of God, for which, it is likely, he pretended an ex- 
traordinary seal and afteftron. See how hard it is to avoid one extreme, 
und not run intd another. 

That which was at the-b otto m of his fin, was pride of heart, a luft 
that ruins more than any other uhatfoerer. When he was Jlrong, ver. lG. 
(and marvelloufly helped by the good providence of God till he Was ft,. 
Ver. 15.) when he was grown very great and confiderahle in wealth, inte- 
reft and power, inlteadof lifting up the name of (3-od in gratitude to him 
who had done fo much for him, his heart was liftcditp to his defirucVtmi: 
Thus the profperity of foola, by puffing them up with pride, deftroys them: 
How he had done fo much bu fin els, and won Co much honour, he begun 
to think no bnilnefa, no honour; too great or too good for him ; no, not 
that Of the priefthood. Mcn ! a pretending to forbidden knowledge, und 
exercifing themfelves in things too high for them, is owing to the pride 
of their heart, and the fleflily mind they are Vainly puffed up with. 

(2.) His fin was going into the temple of the Lord to hurn incenfe; proba- 
bly on fomefolemn feaft day, or when he himfeif had fomefpecial oeeafion 
of fupplicating the divine favour. What fliould move him to this piece 
of preium-ption, onput it into his head, I cannot conjecture; none of all 
his pfedeceffors/not"f;he bear,, not the worft attempted it : the law he knew 
^as'expreisagamft : h5hi, J and there was. no ufngeor precedent for him : he 
could not pretend any neeeWity, 'as there was lor David's euting the fhew- 
jbread. [U) Perhaps )ie fancied the priefts did not do their office fo dex- 
troufly, decently and devoutly, as they ought, and he could do it better. 
Oy t (2.) He obferved that the idolatrous kings did themfelves burn in- 
cenfe at the altars of thdr 'gods; his father did fo, and Jeroboam} I Kings 
xiii. 1. an ambition bf which honour was perhaps one thing that tempted 
them from the houlc of God, where it wus not: permitted them ; and he 
being refolved to cleave to God's altar, would try to break through this 
reftraint, and cDind as near to it as the idolatrous kings did to their altars. 
But it is calkd a traufgreffion againji the Lord his God. He was not 
content with the honours Cfod had put upon him, but would ufurpthofe 
that was forbidden him, like our fir ft parents. 

(3.) He was oppofed in this attempt by the chief prieft and other priefts 
that attended and afliftcd him, ver. 17, 18. They were ready to burn in- 
cehfe for the king, according to the duty of their place ; but if he offer to 
"do it himfeif, they plainly let him know, he meddles with that which doth 
not belong to him, and it is at his peril. They did not refill him by laying 
*■ " ■* — 1 Al is.—-. i—-*. i -pvif 1 - 
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ippc'rtainethndt lolfiee, O Uzziah ,but totheprie/ls, whbfe birth-right 
is, as fons of Aaron, and who are eoniecrated to- the' fervice. Aaron and 
his fons were appointed by the law to bum incehfe, JExod. xxx. 7. Sec 
•Veut. xxxiii. 10. 1 Chron: xxiii. J 3. David has blefled the people, Solo- 
mon and J ehomnphat had grayed with them aud preached to them; Uzziah 
Wight have done thrvand it would have been to his praife; but for burning 
xnceiu^Vthat'fervice wWto be ^performed by the priefts only. The kingly 
arid prieftly office we're fcparated by the law- of Mofes, not to be united, 
again but in the'peffon of the Meffiah. If Uzziah did intend to honour- 




nands that God had appointed. ' (2.) That it was not fafe. It fliall not be, 
l Jbr thine honour from the Lord God \ more is implied, it will be thy dif-J 
grace, and it is at thy peril. The low runs exprefs agaihft all ft rangers 
that came nigh, JVtimh. iii. Kt>-— xviii. 7. i.~e r all that were not pricfts. : 
'Korah and his accomplices, though Invites, 1 paid dear for offering to burn 
incenfe, which was' the work of the priefts only^.iViimfi. xvi. 35. The iu- 
cenfe of our prayers muft be by faith put into the . hands of ou.r Lord Je- 
^fus the great high-prieft of ouTr profeffion, elfe we <»nhot expeel: it dibiild 
be accepted by God. Rio. viii. 3. 

(4.) He fell into a paffion with tlie prieus.that reproved* him, and ,^ould 
pafti forward to do what he intended notwithftanujng, 'w^. 9.'.()»jW^ 
wrothy and would, not port with.' the cenfer out of his, hand; he took it. }\\ 
to be checked^ and would not bear it. JStlimUr in petitum. ... 

o. f$is punifhment waa au incurable leprofy, which Tofe up jn his.fore^ 
head while he was contending with the priefts. Tf he'had Tubtnitted to We 
( priefta admonition,^ acknowledged His error and. ^pne hack, all had .been 
•vreU i butwjten;Ae toas wroth xoit/t the.pric/is, and f^ll foul upon themr^fjen 
. God was wroth f with.nim, and, finote" hiai- with the plague of I eprofy. Jofe- 
phus.farth^ he threitene'd the, $ri«fta> with death if tbey ,or)pdfed ^ira. aird 
. that tben.the earth'.thook, "the. roof of the tempi e ouened, and'thr'o.ugh.^lie' 
clefta beam' of .tb^.fun darted directly .ulpbti the, king's ftiee," wheret^'im- 
♦mediately the leptofy .appeared, .-And Tome eooieoture, that that wasithe: 



earthquake in* the days of Uzziah*, which we read of Amos i. 1. unci ZtcH. 
xlv. 5. 

Now this fudden ftroke^ . 

I. Ended tlie controvcrfy between him and the priefts ; Toy when the le- 
prbly appedrcd, they were emboldened to thruft him out of the* temple; 
nay, he himfeif hajlcnedto so but, becdnjh the Lord had fmitten Aim' with a, 
difeafe that was in a particular manner a tbkedof hia difplenfu re, and that 
he knew feel u.ded him from coniraon fconverfe with iiieu, much rJidre froiu 
the altar of God. He would not be convinced by what the jjriefta faid,* 
but God took an effect uul courfe to cp'nvhxie him. If prefuufptiions men 
<riU*not be mdde to fee their error by the judgrhcuts of God's month, tliey 
fliall be made to fee it by the judgments of liis liand. It evidenced feme 
religious fear bf God in the heart Of this king, even in the midft of tranl- 




2- It remained a lading puuifhmeut of his tranfgreflion ; for lie contiuued 
a leper to the day of his death y ftiut up in confinement, and fluit out from 
fociety, and forced to leave it to his fon to manage all his bufiuefs, ver. 21. 
Thus God gave an inftance of his refifting the proud, and of his jealodfy 
fhr the puritj' and honour of his own inftitutiqns : thus he gave.fuir w arn- 
ing even to great and good men to keep their diftance, and not to intrude 
in thofe things which they have not feen. Thus he gave Uzziah a loud 
•and conftant call to repentance, and a long fpace to repent, which we 
have reafon to hope he made a good improvement of. lie had been a 
man of much bufinefs in the world, but being taken off from that, and 
confined to a feveral houje, he'had luifureto think of another world, and 
prepare for it. By this jud'giiient upon the king, God intended to poP- 
i'efs the people with a great veneration for the teniple, the priefthood, nri<l 
other fucred things, which they had been apt to think meanly of. VVhiie 
the king was a leper, he was as good as dead, dead while he lived, and bu- 
ried alive; and fo the law was in effect anfwered, that the firanger which 
cometh nigh /hall be put to death. The difgrace furvived him ; for when 
he was dead, they would not bury him in tlie feputchres of tlie ki?/gs> be- 
caufe he was a leper, which ftained nil his other glory. 

3. It was a punifhment that anfu-ered the fin, as face doth to face in a 
glafj. (I.) Pride was at the bottom of his tranfgreflion, and thus God hum- 
bled hira, and put difhonour upon him. (2.) Me invaded the office of the 
priefts in contempt of them, and God ftruck him with u difeafe, which in 
a particular manner made him fubject to the infpefrion and fenteuceof fhe 
priefts; for to them pertained the judgment of the leprofy, Deur. xxiv. 8. 
(3.) He thruft himfeif into the temple of God, whither the priefts only 
had aduiifuoii, and for that was thruft out of the very courts of the tem- 
ple, into which the meaneft of hia fnbjedts that was ceremonially clean 
had free accefs. (4.) lie confronted tlie priefts that faced him and op- 
pofed his prefumption, and for that the Icprofy rofc in his forehead, which 
m Miriam's cafe is compared to her father's fpit ting in Iter face, Numb, 
xii. li. (5.) He invaded the dignity of the priefthood which he had no 
right to, and fo is for that deprived even of the royal dignity, which he had 
a right to. The}' that eovijt forbidden honours, forfeit allowed ones. 
Adam, by catching at the tree of knowledge, which he might not eat of 
debarred himfeif from the tree of life which he might have eaten of, * 
all that read it fay, the Lord is righteous. 



C H A IV XXVII. 

Here is a vcry /liort account of the reign of Joiham, a pious \profpcrous 
jrrincci whom one would wijli to have known more of; hut xoe may. 'bet- 
ter difpeufe with the brevity of his jlory; becaufe that which lengthened 
the hi/lory of the three iajl kings was their degeneracy in the Matter 
end, which we Had a faithful account of; but there was no occasion 
for fuch a melancholy conchision of the hi/lory of his reign, which is 
only an account, (1.) Of the date and continuance of his reign, ycr. 
I — 8. (iJ.) The general good character of it, ver. 1 — 6. (3.) The 
profperity of it, ver. 3, 4, 5. (4.) The period of it, ver. 7— 9- 

1 . TOTITAM was twenty and five years old when he 
J began to reign, and he reigned fixteen years in 
Jerulalem ; his mother's name alfo was Jerufhah, the 
daughter of Zadok. 2. And he did that which xvas 

right hi the light of the LORD, according to all- that 
his father Uzziah did : howbeit'he entered not into the 
temp le of the LO RD . And the p eop le d id yet co r~ 
ruptly. 3. He built the high gate of the houle of the 
LORD, and on the wall of Ophel he built much. 4. 
Moreover, he built cities in the mountains of J udah, 
and i n t h e fo refts he b iii 1 1 c allies . a n d to ire rs. 5 . He 
fought alfo with the king of 'the Ammonites, and .pre- 
vailed againft them. And. the children of Amman gave 
him the fame year an hundred talents of hJyer, and. ten 
thouland mealures of wheat, and ten thoufand of bar- 
ley. So much did the children of Ammon pay unto 
him, both the fecorid year, and the third. 6.So Jotham 
became mighfcy,.beeaule he prepared his ways before 
the LORD his God. 7. % Now the reft of the ac~fcs 
of Jotham, and all his wars, and his ways, lo, they are 
written in the boojk of the; kings of Ifraeland Judah. 
8. He was five-and twenty years old when he.begaii 
to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerufalem. 
And Jbthdm llept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of, David : and Ahaz his fon reigned 
in bis Head. : 



" 'There isiiot Viruch . mbre' related >iere coricerni n* Jbthami'tmra we had 

btiftre, Q lCing? XV. 35, ^; ' " ' ' ' ! ' : ' 

I. Thitt he re)ka& )im : 'hc aHd ihat iehich was nght:brthe\si£href the 
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at a vaft £>: pence put himfel f untler the protection of fnlfc »ods, God, tltat 
of ri^ht was his God, delivered him into tin; hand* of his enemies, ver. o. 
(I.) Tin* Syrians in lulled him, and triumphed over him, boat him in the 
field, ami carried away a great many of his people intoeaplivitv. (2.) The 
Vm«y oK Ifrael, though an idolater too, was made a fcoixrt'f* to him, and 
/mote him with a great /laughter. The people fulfered by il^fe judgments, 
their blood was flied^ their country wafted, their families ruined ; for 
when they had a good kini^, though they did ccrrvptly, chap;- xxxviu 2* 
yet then his irooduofs flickered them; but now they hud a b&4 one all 



him, and ca/t affairs into fucli a pnfiure, and Fueh a method as made the 
regular tnaua^finent of them the more eaiY, Or, he eiluhliflied or fixed 
hi* way* before the Lord, Lt\ he walked Jteadily and confrautlv in the way 
of hib dut\, was uniform and refolute in it ; not like fome of thofe that 
went before hbo, who though they had fome good in them, loft, their cre- 
dit bv their inconlbmry and inconiiftency with theinfelves. They had run 
well, but fomething hindered them. It was not fo with Jothani* 
Two tilings are obferved here in his character: 

(l.) That what was ainifs in his father he amended in himfclf, ver. 2. 
He did according to all that his father did well and wifely; howbeit, he 
would not imitate him in what lie did amifs; for he entered not into the 
temple of the Lord to bum iucenfe a> hiss father did ; but took warning by 
his fate not to dare fo prefumptuous a thing. Note, We mull not imi- 
tate the bell men, and thofe we have the greateft veneration for, any far- 
ther than they did well; but, on the contrary, their fulls and harms by 
them mult be warning* to us to walk the more eircumfpeetly, that we 
iruinblc not at the fame ftoue that they (tumbled at, 

ffi.) That what wu» umifc in his people he could not prevail to amend. | LQRD God of their fathers. 7- And Zichfi, a mighty 
The people did yet corruptly* I'erhap* it reflects iorae blame upon bun, c * . r . , . , • 

e was wanting in hi* part toward the reformation of the lamb Men mail Ot JLpliraiin, tlCW Maaleiall the king S «UI, aild 
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*>.«[ ForPekah thefon of Rcmaliah flew in Judah 
an hundred and twenty thouiand in one day, which 
were all valiant men; becaufe they had fo rfakjn the: 



tlnit he 



may bo very gooil tliemfelves, atul yet not luive courage and zeal to do Azrikam the governor of thehoufe, and Eikanah, that 

what they might do toward the reform in- of others. However, it is cer- xcas nex t tO the king.- 8;\ And the children of Xffclcl 



tain it reflects a great deal of blame upon the people, that they did not 
do what they mii^ht have done to improve the advantages of fo *;ood a 
rcisfn: they had j;ood iiiltru&ious ^iyen them, and a good example fet 
before them, but they would not be reformed; fo that even in the reign 
of their t»uod kings* as well as the bud one*, they were treafitring up 
wrath agaivjl the day of wrath; for they lull did corruptly and the foun- 
der melted in vain. 

t*. That he profpered, and made a very good figure* 

(I.) He built. And in building, he began with the gate of the houfe of 
the Lord, repaired, beautified, -and raifed that; yud then fortified the wall 
ofOphcfi and built cities in the mountains of Judah, ver. 4. took all pof- 
liblr care for the fortifying of his country, and the replenifliing of it. 

(2,) He coimj uered. Prevailed agaiull the Ammonite?, who had invaded 
Judah in Jeholhaphat's lime, chap, xx, I. fie triumphed over them, and 
exacted great contributions from therii, ver* 5. 

lie became mighty* ver. U. in wealth and power, and influence upon 
the neighbour nations, u ho courted his friendship and feared his difplea- 
fure ; and this he got by preparing his way* before the Lord his God. The 
more lledfaii we arc in religion, the more mighty we are both for the rcliii- 
anee of that which is evil, and for the performance of that which is good. 

That he Hnithed his eourfe too loon, but tinifhed it with honour: 
hud the uuhappinefb to die in the midft of his days; but to balance that, 
the happinel* not to out-live Ins reputation, as hi* three next predeeelfors 
did. Ma died when he was but forty-one years of age, ver. 8. but his tears 
and his ways, his wars abroad and his ways at home, were fo glorious, 
that they were recorded in the book of the kings of Ifrael, as well as of 
(he kings of Judah, ver. 7» The laii words of the chapter cany on the 
heavkft accent of any in the chapter, that Ahaz his fan reigned in his 
Jicadf whofe character in all rofpe&s was the reverie of his. \\ hen that 
wealth and power which wife men have done good with, de\o\\vs upon 
foolrf that wilt do hurt with it, it is a lamentation, and fliu.Il be for a la- 
mentation. 

C II A P, XXVIII. 

This chapter is the hi/lory of the reign of Ahaz the fori ofJotham ; an ill 
reign '1t 'teas, and which helned to augment the fierce anger of the 
- s Lord. * ITe have hcrei (1.) I lis great icickcdnefs, ver* I — 4. (-2.) The 
trouble he> brought hbnfelf into by //, ver, 5 — 8. (3.) The reproof 
*?v'hich (totl JhnCby prop'/ie t fo the army of Ifrael for trampling upon 
their brethren of Judah 9 and the obediekt ear they gave to that re- 
proof ver- — 1.3. (4.) 77** many calamities that followed aj7cr to 
jlhaz and his people* ver. |(j — 2L (£•] The continuance of his idola- 
try notivithjfandibgi ver. ♦JJ — &>. and fo his J lory ends, ver. Jo, 2J. 

4 

1. A I LIZ av/.v twenty years old when he began to 
JL jL reign, and he reigned iixtcen years in Jeada- 
leni : hut he did not thatxehich xras right in the light of 
the LOK1), like David his fat her. i2. For he walked 

in tl 
ten 

in the valley of the Ion of iiinnom,and burnt his chil- 
dren in the lire, after the abominations of the heathen, 
whom the LOUD had call out before the children of 
Ifrael. 1 *r. lie lacriliced alio, and burnt iucenfe in the 
high places, and on the ht\\H } and under every green 
tree. 6. Wherefore the' LORD his God delivered 
him into the hand of the king of S3'Ha, and t hey f mote 
hhn,ahd carried away a grc^it multitude of them cap- 
tives, and brought 1 'thetn to Daihaleus: and lie was alio 
delivered into the' hand'; of the kiiig of Ifrael, who 
fmote him with a great ilu lighter. • 
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he ways of I lie kings of Ifrael, and made alio mol- 
imagesforJjaalim. JMoreover, he bumf iucenfe 



Sure never man had a greater opporl mutv Wf 'doing* well- than Ahaz had, 
luutiujc things in a r jiood poQiinf, the. J>ifiii(lom ir?cli andlVrcnij*;, and Jjelj- 
yiou tiUabliflied, and \ et here \y- ha*-chiiii'i|i thelU iU>v vyrfes, • "• 

I. Wri'tcliedly corrw^tciJ null Ht-baueliett. 'Fle had had a jjo*>d cduiiifioni 
jrivpu biwv and i\ gnhxY irin'mpie lVt liim ; but pilyentS cilnnot'giVe gr:u*i?''l Id 
. tlu*a-l:hiUlveu ; all thtMiiftrtictannR liehiiU'were \\y<kiii^vh\i\^lii'dH 'nai tfiut, 




nav iur made them Tor i'.ialtm, contrary to the lirft cniiiittand3ii<£iiG>! flic 




carried away captive of their brethren", two hundred 
thouiand, women, fons, and daughters^ and took alio 
away much fpoil from them, and brought thelpoil to 
Samaria. 9. But a prophet of the LORD was there, 
whole name xoax Oded : and he went out before the 
holt that came to Samaria, and laid unto them, Behold 
becaufe the LORD God of your fathers was wroth 
with Judah, lie hath delivered them in to your hand, and 
ye have flaiu them in a rage th^t reacheth up unto 
heaven. 3 0. And now ye purpofe to keep under the 
children of Judah and Jerufalem for bond-men, and 
bond- women unto you : but are there not with you, 
even with you, lins againft the LOUD your God? 

1 1 . Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken captive of jour brethren : 
for the tierce wrath of the LORD is upon you. 

12. Then certain of the heads of the children of 
Ephraim, Azariah the ion of Johauan, Bereciiiah tlie 
IbnofMelhillemoth,and Jehizkiahtheibn of Shall um, 
audAmafa thefon of Hadlai, itood up againit them 
that came from the war ; 1 3. And laid unto them, Ye 
ihall not bring in the captives hither : for whereas we 
have offended againit the LORD already % ye intend to 
add more to our i'm and to our trefpals : .tor our tref- 
pafs is great, and there is fierce wrath againit Ifrael. 
14. So the armed men left tlie captives and the fpoil, 
before the princes and all the congregation. 25. And 
the men which were exprefied by name, rofe up, and 
took the captives, and with thelpoil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and arrayed them 1 , and fhod 
them, and gave them to eat arid to drink, and anointed 
them, and carried all the feeble of them upon alles, 
and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, 
to their brethren : then they returned to Samaria. 

VTn have lien*, 

I. Tn j sic:lu;rousUiicl:ih tiii<ler the rehukcrf of fiocVs proviJeucp, and they 
arc v*i*rv le%« fe rr« ^iuvcr was Iitch bluodv work inude auioiiy- thoni fine** 
tlicy wen: a kingdom, and \>y HVaelites too. Aha/ walked in the ways of 
tin* kinjjsorifraed, and the- king^of Ifrael was thciuftruineut God in ado ule 
of lor hW jiun'i 11)111 cut. ThoFe uhoni w« make our patterns, or make our- 
'feU"e?» partiieni with in Jin, it is juA with God to make them a plague to us- 
A war hrokeotit between, Judah and HVacI, in which Judah went by this 
worth Tor, (l-)Thereuas a *jrc fc at ihui^Iiter of men in the Held of battle; 
vafi number^; oneh4ahcJt;edaiid twenty thoufund mcn, ahd t valiant men top 
at other times, were ilairi^ vei\ 0. anU'fomeof the Hril rank ; the king's Ton 
for our. Me had larrificed fome of his fons to Moloeh, jufllv therefore L* 
tlii- firenlieed.to'tlie divine venireatice. Here i*M another that was ii6xt tlic 
killer, hi* friend 

battle, fo that the k 

I irael was not fhon<r at thib tinie, and yet ftron'i* enough* to briu^r this srreat 
deli ruction upon .ludalu J^ut certainly lo manv men, "Teat ui^iiytloiit tuea 



could not have been cut off in one dav, if thev had 'riot been ffranCely dili- 



, the prime ininifler of ftate, or perhaps next- him in the 
ic kiiiLf hiinfelf liad a fair efcapc, ver. 7* "The. kingdom off 




v/as 
in the field 



tl great captivity of women and'c/tildren, vew s\ when tlie army 
was routed,' the cities ahd'towiis, and country villages were all 




,f'>.) He ciWr^eth,tiyTii: with the ahufe of the po^er God lia£<gwt?h thetu 
'er their brcitRreii: ^hey^ndTerftiiud «Ht what vi^oi-y'iS, ^6 think it 



:-2. W rfti;Iic<Iiy ijioTlecI auu niud^i preyol. >V lieu 




ocCiilt ^iWliad h^&nm/.c blood i^nr in ^h J WdYftp^Wt*at^wfuI;fn«tit 

. . J a.j turned 



Chap. XXVIII. 



II. CHRONICLES. 



Chap. XXIX. 



turned into fin to them, hecaufe they did \t from an ill principle of enmity 
to their brethren, and nftuv an ili manner, with a barbarous fur)-, a rage 
reaching up to Iteaeeiuuvithnt eri***» toOod for ven^eunoe a^atnlr iaeh bloody 
men, that delighted in military execution. They that firrve God*a* juftice 
if they do it wifii rzi^e and a fpint of revenues make tbeinfelve» obnoxious 
to it and forfeit the honour of acting lor him. for I he wrath of man work- 
cth not the riiihtcoufnejs of (Jod* (2.) t or the imperious treatment tbey gave 
their pri Toners. Yenuw purpofe to keep them undergo ufethem or fell them 
as (Lives though they arc your brethren and free-born Israelites. God 
takes notice of what men purpofe as well as of what they fay and do. 

(:!.) He minds them of theirown (iiw, by which they ally ivere obnoxious 
to the wrath of God. Arc then: not with you, enen with you* sins against 
the Lord yonr God? lie appeal* to their own eonleieoces, and to the 09- 
toriou* evidence of th<: tlii:i£« Though vou are now made the jnftrumentfe 




iimiers to be proud ; you have carried the day now, but; be not (I'eure, 
the ivheel may ere long return upon yourfelve*, for if judgment be«*in 
thus ivilh thole that have the eaufe of God among; them,, what fball he 
the end of filch us worfllip the caivea? {^.) To their fe verity towards tlieir 
brethren; you have now %ot them under, but you ought to (hew mercy 
to them, for you yourfrlves are undone if you do not Hud mercy with 
God. It ill becomes tinners to he cruel. Vou have tranigrefl'ed enow to 
an fiver for, already, and need not add this to the reft. 

(4.) He commands them to releafethc prisoners, and to {end them home 
again carefully, ver. 11. lor you having tinned, (he Jiercc wrath of' God is 
upon t/ou* and rhere in no other way of efcapiu^ it but by Shewing mercy. 

2. The refutation of the princes thereu[jon not ro detain the prisoners: 
They/food up agahtji them that came from the war* though tiufhed with 
vi&ory ami told them plainly, they Should fjot bring their captives into 
Samaria, ver. 12, 13, They had Yin enough already to anfwer for, and 
ivou!d have nothiog'done to add to their trefyak. If* this they difcover- 
ed on obedient re^prd to the word of God by hid prophet, and a tender 
companion toward their brethren, which was wrought in them by the 
tender mercy of God ; lor he regarded the affliction of this poor people, 
and Ji card their cry, and made them to be pitied of all thofe that carried 
them captive. I'fsd. evi, 44 — 40. 

Tiie compliance of the Soldiers with tho refolntion of the princes in 
this matter, and the difmifiiou of the captives thereupon* fl.JThe armed 
men, though being armed they might by force have maintained their title 
to what they got by the fivord, acqutefecd and left their captives and the 
fpoil to the difpofal of the princes* ver. 14. and herein they fljetveda more 
true heroic bravery than they did in taking them. It is a threat honour 
for any man to yield to the authority of reafon and religion againft his 
intereft. (0.) The princes very generally Cent home the poor captives 
xveil aceomnmdated, ver* Thofe that hope to find mercy with God, 

111 u ft learn from hence with what tendernefn to carry tbeinfelves towards 
thofe that lie at their mercy, it ib ii range that thefe princes, who in this 
distance difeovered fuch a deference to the word of God, and fuch an in- 
fluence upon the people, had not lb much grne«, as in obedience to the 
calfs of God by fo many prophets, to root idolatry out of their kingdom, 
which Coon after this was the ruin of it. 



IS. At that time did .king Ahaz fend unto the 
kings of Aflyria to help him. 17. For again the £do- 
niites had come and 1 in it ten Judah, and carried away 
captives. iy/rhePIiilifUiidsalfb had invaded the cities 
of the low country, and of the loath of Judah, and had 
taken Beth-lhemeih, and AjaLon, anclGedcroth, and 
Sliocho,with the villages thereof,aiuiTimnali with the 
villages thereof, Gimzo alfo and the villages thereof; 

and they dwelt there. 1.9. For the LORD brought Ju- 
dah low becaufeof Ahaz king^of Ifrael; for he made 
Judah naked/and tranlgreiled ibreagainii theLORD. 

50. And Tilgath-piluc^ unto 
him, and diitrelled him, and itrengt Jiened him not. 21. 

For Ahaz took away u portion out of the houfe of the 

LORD : and out of the houle of the king, and of the 

princes, and gave// 1 unto the king of Ally ria: but he 

helped him not- £ € X % And in the time of his diltrcls 

did.hetref pals yet more againit the LOUD: this is that 

king Ahaz. 23. For he facrificed unto the gods of Da- 

maicus, winch fhiotc Jiim: and he laid, J>ecaule tiie 

gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I 

iacrifice to them, that they may help nie: but they 
were the ruin of hiq>, and of all IfraeL 24. And 
Ahaz gathered together the vellelsof the houleofGotl, 
and cut in pieces the vellcls of the houle of Gori, 
and fliut up the doors of the houfe of the LORD, 
and he made them altars in e^ p ery corner of Jeruialem. 
25. And in every feveral city of Judah he made high 
places to burn incenie unto other gods, and provoked 
to anger the LORD God of his fathers. 26.^ Now the 
relief his a<fts,andofall his ways, fi'rliand lalt, beholds 
they arc written in the book of the kings of Judaiiaud 
Ifrael. 27- And Ahaz flept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city, even in Jeruialem : but they 
brought him not into the fepulehres of the kings of 
Ifrael : and Ilezekiah his ion reigned in his Itead. 

Here is, UThe great diftref^whieli the kingdom of Ahaz was reduced to 
for his (in. In jjeiierJil, (I*) The Lord brought Judah low y ver. lp. They 
hud lately been very hi^h hi wealth 1 and power; hut Cml -found utftmis to 
take thein down, and make tjiem asdelpjcableas they hod b$c?« fqnnh|ahle. 
They that vvill not humble theinfehes unto, the word of <^od ? ^ v ii|;juft]y 
be humbled by hiij jiidginenttj. Inxauxty firings meti 'tew* cvu 4j\. (0.) 
Ahaz made Judah nuked* As his tin debufed them, sb it eSpofed thfcm # 
It made them naked to their Jhame; ;fof it expofed* tiiemit6xrontempf f as 
a man unclothed: It mode them in ked to their fhipgpr;. Jty" i^ eipofed 
them to « flu nits us, a, man. unarmed. Exod* xxxxu x%5. fin flripfi.in<?3 t 
In £jurticuiur, the Eddimtes to be revenged fur Amaziah'si cruel ufugc 



of them, chap. xxv. 12. fmote Judah, and carried off many captives, 
rer. 17. The PhiliiHues alfn intuited them, took and kept poffeiliou of 
feveral cities and villages that lay touurd-i them, ver. 18. and fo they were 
leveuged for theincurJious vvhieli Uzzrah had made upon them^chap.xxxvu 
(>. And to thew that it was purely the tin of Ahaz that brougut the Phi- 
iiiVmes upon his country, in the very year that he died the prophet Ifaiuh 
foretold the deftruftion of the Philiftines by ids fon, Jfai* xiv. 28, 2^. 

•2. The uthlitiou which Aha^ made both to the national dhirefs and the 
national guilt- 

1. He added to the diflrefs, by making court to fl range kings, in hopes 
they would relieve hi in. When the KdoraitesandPIiilifliues were vexatious 
to hiinjie fent to the kings of AJJyria to hefphim,vevA5. for he found his own 
kingdom weaketied,and made naked, and lie couhl not put any couiidence 
in God, and thei eibre was tit a vait expence to get an iutereft iu the kin«' 
of AtTvria. fie pillaged tiie houfe of find, and the king'* houfe, and 
fqueezed the princes for money to hire thole foreign forces into hU fervice, 
ver. 21. Though he had conformed to the idolatry of the heathen nations 
hh> neighbour*, they did not value him for tnut, nor love luiu the better, 
nor did his compliance, by nhich he loft God, gain them . nor could he 
make any intcreft in them but with his money, ft h often found that 
wicked men theinfelves have no real affection for thofe that revolt to thvm, 
nor care to do them a kindnefs. A degenerate branch i.s looked upon on 
all tide* as an abominable branch* ifa. .\iv. 1^. But what did Alm2 get 
by the king of AlTyrm} W hy he came tu him y hut he dijireffed him* and 

Jlren^thened him //o/, ver. 20. helped him net* ver. 21. The forces of the 
Ah\ riau quartered upon his country, and fo unpoveritlied and weakened 
it; grew !•> (blent and imperious, and created him a great deal of vexation, 
like a broken reed, which not only fails b t pierces the hand* 

2. He added to the guilt by making court to firange (*ods, in hopes they 
would relieve him. In this diftrefs, ii.flead of repenting of his idolatry 
which he had reafon enough to lee the folly of, he lrd}w(jedyt'( morc y ver.22 fc , 
was more mud than ever upon hi»idolb; a brand of infamy ib here let upon 
htm for it. This it* that king Ahaz* that wretched man, tliaL was the lean- 
dal of the houfe of David and thecurfeaud phigueunds geiieiatioin Note, 
# J*hofc are Wicked and vile indeed^ that are made worle by the/ratHict. >nh', 
inlVead of being made better by them ; who in their d!/frrfs trvfpaf* yet more* 
have their corruption* exufpernted by tiiat which ihould mohf thern,and 
their hearts more fully Jet in them to do evih Let us fee what tills trefpafe 
was. ().} Me abufed the houfe of God; for he cut in pieces the vctfrh of it 9 
that tl)e priettd might not perform the fervtee of Ine teuijde, or not as it 
(hould be, for want of veileia; and at length jhnt up the doors, that the peo- 
ple tut^ht not attend it, wcr. 24. This was worfe than the wortt of kings 
before him had done. (2.) Ue confronted the altar of God; for he made 
him altars in every corner of Jcrufalem : to that, as the prophet f peaks* they 
were like heaps in the farrows of the field, HoC \ii. 11. And iu the cities 
of Judah, either by i:i» power or by ins purfe or both, he erefted high 
places for the people to burn lncrnlv to what idol they p leafed, as it were 
with de/ign to provoke the God of his fathers* ver. 15, (3.) He call off 
God himfelf; for Uefacri/iced to the gods of I)amafu**vvt. 23. not beeaufe 
beloved tljeni, for lie thought they finote him : but beeaufe he feared them, 
thinking they helped his enemies and if he could bring them 'nto his in- 
tore A they would help him. Fooiifh man ! It was hi* own God that smote 
him, and frrcngthened the Syrian* agaiuft him, uol the goda of L>ainaf- 
cus; had he faerilieed to him, and to him only, he would have helped 
him. Jiut no marvel niens ariections and devotions are mi fj. laced, when 
they mittuke the author of their trouble and heip. And what comes of 
it? The gods of Syria befriend Ahaz no more than the king of Atfyria 
did ; they were the ruin of him and all Ifrael. This tin provoked God to 
bring judgments upon I hem, to rut htm oif in the midft of his day*, 
when he was but thirty-ii.v years old ; and it debauched the people Vo, 
that the reformation of the next reign could not prevail to cure them of 
their inclination to idolatry, but they retained that root of bittern eta till 
the captivity in Uahylou plucked it up. 

The chapter concludes with the court ufinn of the reign* of Alms, ven 
20, 27* For ought appears he (lied impenitent, and therefore died in- 
glo/ioifs; fur he was not buried in the ft patch res of the kings. JnAIv was 
lie thought unworthy to be laid among them, that uu» fu uuiikeahem ; 
to be buried with kings, ^vho had nfed hi- kingly power for the dellruc- 
tion ol* the church, and not lor iu protection or edification. : I 



C II A P. XXIX. 

' I . * 

JVc are here entering upon a pleafant Jccne* the good and gtorious reign 
of' ITczclciah ; in which we /hall find more of God and religion* than pcr~ 
haps in any of the good reigns we have^jct met with ; for he was a eery 
zealous* devnnt* good wita, none like him. la this chapter we have an 
account of the work t*f reformation which he jet about with vigour, im- 
mediately ajhir his uccrfffon to flie crblvri. - ffere is. (l.J His exhortation 
to the priijts and Levites* when he pat' them in pujfrfion of the honfe of 
God again, ver. 1 — 11. (2.) The bare aiitt pains which the JLevitcs'toofc 
to cteanfe the temple, and put things in order there, ver. 12 — lg. (3.) 
A f oleum revival of GutVs ordinances that had been neglected, in which 
atonement was made for the sins of the lajl reign* and the wheels 
Jet a-going again y to the great fat is/ action of king and people* ver* 
20 — 30. 



HEZEKIAII began to reign when he was five 
and twenty years old, and he reigned nine' and 
twenty years in Jeruialem : and his mother's nameaw; 
Abijah the daughter oif Zeehariah. 2. And he did that 
xchich xcaa right in the light of the LOUD', According? 
to all that David his father had done: 1 He in the! 
Writ year of his reign, in the fiWt month opened the 
doors of the houfe of the LORD and repaired them. 
4- And lie brought in the prieitsy and- the Levites, and 
..gathered them together in the ealfc-itreet . f>. And laid 
unio them, Hear rue, ye Levites, ianctifV now ypur? 
f elves, and ianetify the houle of the LORD God of 
your fat hers, nnd cany forth the nlthineikoufc of the 
ho\y phicc. 6 For our fa there have trefpaflerf, and done 
tJiat^&icA srajp evil in the eVes ot' the-i^O jjtl? pur God, 

audjiavQlor&ken him^ut} ha.ve turn ^U.\fiiyth^> lace's 

fronj/fjie habi^qu of tj|ie / I H 0RI? fl : a.ud. t&m&t#* m 

porch. 



1 * 
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s. 



Chap. XXVIII. 



him, and call hss afl;ui> into iWh a poflure, air! fueh a method as mad'* the 
rci^ular uiaiia^Mtiwiit of them the more i-afy. Or, he eiiabliflied or fixed 
his way* before ihel-nrd, i.t - be walked iteudily and conlinutly in tiieuuy 
of hib dut\, tviia uniform and reiuiute in it ; not like fome of thofe that 
went before him, who though they hud fome«;ood in them, loft their cre- 
dit h\ their "mcouftanry and iuconiifteney with theinfclvcs. They had run 
well, hut foinetlun^ hindered them. It was not fo with Jotham. 
Two th)u£« arc ubferved here in his character: 

(i.) That what was ami Is in hia father lie amended in htmfelf, ver. 2- 
lie did according to all that his father did well and wifely; howbeit, be 
would not imitate him in what he did am if*; for he entered not into the 
temple of the Lord to burn iueeufe a> his father did ; but took warning by 
bis fate not to dare fo prefumptuous a tiling. Note, \\ e inuft not imi- 
tate the bell men, and thole we have the jjreat eft veneration for, any far- 
ther than they did well; but, on the contrary, their falls and harms by 
them mult be warning to us to walk the more eircuuifpeerly, that we 
ff limbic not at the fame ftone that they ftuiubled at* 

(2.) That what was aitiii% in his people he could not prevail to amend. 
The people did yet corruptly. Perhaps* it reflects fome blame upon him, 
that he was wanting in his part reward the reformation of the laud. Men 
mav be verv tyood theuifelves, aud vet not have murage and zeal to do 
what they mi^htdo toward the reforming of others. However, it is cer- 
tain it reflects a j^reat ileal of blame upon the people, that they did not 
do what they might have done to improve the advantage.-* of fo good a 
reign: they had good inftrutrtious given them, ami a gocul example fet 
before litem, but they would not be reformed; fo that even in the reign 
of their pood kings, as well as the bad one*, they were treaf tiring up 
ivrath ugain/i the day of wrath ; for they ftill did corruptly and the foun- 
der un ited in vain* 

i J. That he profpered, and made a very good figure. 

( J.) 1 1c built. And in building, he began with the gate of the houfe of 
the /-on/, repaired, beautified, and railVd that; and then fortified the zeal/ 
of ()phcl*nnd built cities in the mountains of Judah<% ver. -t/took all puf- 
iihle eare fur the fortifying of Ins country, aud the replenifhhig of it. 

(>.) He conquered. Prevailed agaiufl the Ammonites, who had invaded 
.! miaii in JchothuphaL'* time, chap. x.v. I. fie Lriutnjjlied over them* and 
exacted great contributions from them, ver. 5. 

(:).) I 1c became mighty* ver. (i. in wealth and power, and influence upon 
the neighbour nations, w bo courted hid friend fljip and feared hisdifplea- 
fure ; and this he t;ot by preparing his way* before the Lord his (Jod. The 
more (iedfafi we are in religion, the more mighty we arc both for the rcfl li- 
mit 'e of that which is evil, and for the pcrfo; Mianeo of that which is goud. 

That he iiuilhcd his courfe too foou, but lini/hcd it with honour: 
had the uulmppinefh to die in the mid II of his days ; but to balance thai, 
the happiuela not to out-live his reputation, a* his three next prcdecefPirb 
did. lie died when he was but forty-one years of ago, ver. H. lint his wars 
and his zeays, his wars abroad and hi* ways at home, were fo glorious, 
that they were recorded in the book of the kings of ifrael, as wi ll a-> of 
the kings of .Judah, ver* 7- The laJl words of the chapter carry on the 
heavit ft accent of any in the chapter, that Ahaz his fan reigned in his 
fteady whole character in all rufpetffe %vn& the reverie of his. \\ hen that 
wealth aud power which wife men have done good with, de\ulves upon 
fools that wilt do hurt with it, it is a lamentation, ami fliall be for a la- 
mentation. 

C II A P, XXVIII. 

This chapter is the hi/lory of the reign of Ahaz the Jon of Jotham ; an ill 
reign l *V ■ ire /, and which helped to attgmcn 



at a vafl expenee put InmA-jf i:r,<J.:r the protection of falfe gods, God, that 
of rigJit was his God, delivered him into the hand* of hie enemies, ver. ~ 
fl.J The Syrians iufulted hum and triumphed over him, beat him in tl 



io 




when the\ had a good king-, though they did ecrrttptty, cSiau.-xxxviu 
yet then his gooduef> flickered them ; but now tliev had a bfri one 'all 



tlieir defence was departed from them, and an inundation of j 2 ?K«iet»U 
broke in upon them. They that knew not their happmei\ hi tiie f ope . 
goim* reign, were taught to value it by the miferies of this. ' 

G.«T ForPckah tlie fun of Ilemaliah ilew in Judah 
an hundred and twenty thouland in one day, zo filch 
all valiant men; bccaulc thev liad forfakjn the 



icerc 



Lord. 



vicnt the fierce anger of the 
IV e have here , (I.) I lis great wickednefs, ver. 1—1. (-2.) The 
trouble he brought hbn/etf into by it, ver. 5 — «. (.J.) The reproof 
tch 'tch (iod Jhit by a prop'/trt fo the army of Ifrael for trampling upon 
thar freihren of Jndah* and the obediettt ear I hey gave to that re- 
proof \ et\ f) — • I>3» (4.) The many calamities that followed after to 
Ahaz a.d his p:'i*plc-> ver. Hi — Ut. (."J.) The continuance of his tdafa* 
ny nvtwithj/iuufihgt ver. Jj — J."3. and Jh his ftory ends, ver. Jo', iij. 



1 



'A 



ILVZ teas twentv years old when he began to 
reign, and lie reigned iixteen years in Jecula- 
lcin : hut he did not that which was right in t he fight of 
the 1A)R 1), like David his lather. '2. For he walked 
in the w si \ s of t lie kings of Ifrael, and made alio mois- 
ten iinages for 1'aaliin. :J. JVIorcovcr, he burnt' incenfc 
in the valley of the Ibn of Ilinnom,and burnt his chil- 
dren in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen, 
whom the LOUD had call out before the children of 
Ifrael. 1. lie faerifieed alio, and burnt ineenfe in the 
li 

tree 

him into the hand of the king- of Syria, and they fmote 
him, and carried away a gu J at multitude of them cap- 
tives, and brought 'them to Damafcus: and he was alio 
delivered into the hand' of the king of Ifrael, who 
fmote him with a great ilaug'hter. , '" 
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igli places, and on the lii'lls, aiid under every green 
ree. ^Vllerefore ' the ' JLORD his God delivered 



Sure never man had a irrealcr o]»ni>n unify of doini^ well than Ahaz liatl, 
lindinp: thin^^ in a ^rontl no!inn*, thu. ^tu^flnm ir?ch aml'irrun^, and i;eli- 
yion eliabiiHicd, and yt here v\e liayu iiiijtiii theft; few veriest » 

|. Wri'teliudly <"orrwnted ;ind di'baiiehpjt. fie had had a tjuod I'dwitfion. 
irivru hint, aud a good fsh'.nple llrt - him ; hut parents cannot pivu gniee to 1 
. tlieir eli dill en; all the/miiruct4»u<; lie hud were Ibibn'nt>n Wmxfhe'uidiiat Utat 
whi' hjs right in jhv'St&ht n/)tfw Lord* ver- 1 . nay. he did.n, };rt-at t\eyt\ ihat; 
. wfiis vvi«nj«, a wrony; tv> ( «nd» tn ; ^i».ou u fold, aud>(o Idb lieq^le^./ie j^ajlced; 
* r.'i i he tif the reyoV'ed irrae1ite< y aud tin* devuled CanaauitcAi in'ade iu*o1- 
■ien imK^rfatid HnKiTipped thoiiiv-eonlmry tu'tlwiecoftd comuiartcftliVnt r 
nay In* made them f<«r IJ.tidiiu, rontrary U> the liili cotuiiramlmeur..! jOl 
fiM'fi'ok tlie temple nl'lhe Luid,aud f'.ierilicetl aud liurnt ineenfe on tl 



LORD God of their fathers. 7. And Ziehri , ainighty 
man of Ephraim. Hjw Maafciah the king's lon/aud 
Azrikani the governor of the houfe, and Efkanah 
•was next to the kiirg. 8.. And the children of Ifrael 
carried away captive of their brethren, two hundred 
tiiouiand, women, ions, and daughters, and took alto 
away much fpoil from them, aim brought thefpoil to 
Samaria, o. But a prophet of the LORD was there, 
whole name r»v/.v Oded : and lie went out before the 
hoit tliat came to Samaria, and laid unto them, Behold 
becaule t he LOKD God of your fathers was wroth 
with Judah, he hath delivered them into yourhand,and 
ye have ilain them in a rage tiuit reacheth up unto 
heaven. 10. And now ye purpofe to keep under the 
children of Judah and Jerulalem for bond-men, and 
bond-women unto you : but. arc there not with you, 
even with you, fins again ft the LOUD your God? 
l 1. Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren: 
for the tierce wrath of the LOUD* /* upon you. 
12. Then certain of the heads of the children of 
Ephraim, Azariah the ion of Johanan, Bereehiah the 
lbnofMelhiilemoth,and Jehizkiah the ion of ShalJum, 
andAmafa the ibn of Hadlai, itood up againft them 
that came from the war; 3 3. And laid unto them, I r e 
ihall not bring in the captives hither : for whereas we 
have offended agai nit the LORD already, ye intend to 
add more to our I'm and to our trefpafs : .for bur tref- 
pais is great, and there i.v fierce wrath againit Ifrael. 
14. So the armed men left the captives and the fpoil, 
before the princes and all the congregation. 15. And 
the men which were expreiled by name, rofe up, and 
took the captives, and with the fpoil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and arrayed them; and fhod 
them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and anointed 
them, and carried all the feeble of them upon ailes, 
aud brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, 
to their brethren: then they returned to Samaria. 

\V« have hens 

1. Tr^aclicMons 'Jnilali muler the tvlmkcs of Cod's provMcuce, ami they 
tiro very feinv. Never w:\> Inch bloody work inmle auioi)^ fliem liuci- 
tJitjy were ;i kiu«£fIotn 9 and hv IlraelitCb too, Aiiaz walked in the ways* uf 

the kin-zs of Ifrael, and the king of Ifrael was the inftrumont Cod made ulc 
of for his jjonifhmcnt* Thufe whom we make our patterns, or make our- 
'felves partner's with in fin, it i> jufl. with God to make them a plague to us. 
A war hrokeout between, Judah and Ifrael, in winch Judali went by lh« 
word. Tor, (1-)" There was a grt'at flnu^hter of men in the (iMd of battle « 
raft uuiuhcr^; one h-uhd^ed and twenty thoufand men, and valiant men too 
at other times, were flaiii^ rer. ti. and fome of the iirlt rank : the kin^ v & Ibn 
for one. 1 fe liad faerifieed fome of UU fons to IMoIoch, . juftly therefore U 
this fittrrilieed.to'the divine vengeance. Here i.s another that was next tile 
kinjf, his friend, the prime mimftcr of frate, or perhaps next filial in the 
battle, fo that the kiiuy himfclf had a fair efeapc, t'er.'T- "The.kin^Ioni of 
Ifrael was not frronjjf at this time, and yet ftron<£ eiiougIi < tp l bring' this great 
dell ruction upon Judah. 13ut certainly io many ihen; j^reat men, ftoijt men 
could not have been cut off in one day, if thiiv had'not been ftVangel^Mlif- 
pirited, botij l>y the confcioulh'efs of their own g;iiilt,and by the righteous 
hand of God upon tlicMn. Even valiant men are muubered, as/lieepfortlth 
Jfanghter 9 \uv\ became an cafy prey to the exw.ipy, becanfe they had J hi fatten 
the l*ord Clod uf their fathers, and he had therefore fo: taken theui* [H.) 
There v/as a p'eat captivity of women and elii/dren, ver. S- when the army 
in the field was routed,' the cities and towiis, and country villages were all 
ealily flripped, the inhabitants takei) for flaves, and tlieir wealth for a prey- 

2. * Even the victorious Ifrael, nhder tlie rdhnkes of God's word, for tlie 
ill principle 'they had jropc\fpon making wfir\vith Jndah, and the.ill u'fe 
tliev math!.of their fucc^rsj and the^ood effect of this rebuke. Iferei.4, 

phet, w ho went out to meet 
congratulate their victory, though 

but in God's name to tell 



' 1. The ineifj^e w (ifeh'God lent them by a pio 
.tljem, not to'appla ud their* valour, 'or congratt 
'tlVeV'i etnriM*d laden with fpoil^ aud triumphs, 
, theui of theiv faults,, nnd % w;am f them by the'judgjni.Mits of God. . 
: 'X lii'tletefls fheui'hdw they eamehvthi^ victory tliev were fo pr 



rood of; 



Jt waK 'not ; !^:;ui^ them, or that they had inerited it at his 

'tisfe^uit'Srt'cVw/t" he was xeruth withJuddh* and made the<ti tlrt? rod of his 



nay In* made them for U.tnlim, contrary to the cotuitiaiifflihetiM jUe IWitt, Intt belyaje he was wroth icitfiJuddIi 9 niidnvddo thc'lti tin rod of hn 
forfiiok the temple of the Lord, and faeriliced and burnt iueeufe on the hills UKU^natioiu^Aa^/l/r y*)ur righteoufnefs^to it known to you, W/or their 
t xLii(t:x0l\s^qnA \}i^u hiuLu^uvrJjeuven^ ajud^uderii:v/»^K!i-ii trpesi«s if ~'meked*:efa^ they are broken oJr\ therefore he 'ifc'mtlti^h-mindtd 

% TiloliM^ thei/flwile l MfearJe/rVo\U ' ^ 




r « j£m W ret<:hedly fpoiled and mad-0i prey ol. \V hen lie foriooR Gou, and 



Tlfeylracl indeecfy^/Z/eiWi/rcar in nftfr, wrf'ftrpiJrifii tBat J fiiwful, but it 



Chap. XXVIII. 
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Chap. XXIX. 



turtirtl fin to theuu bermife thc\ did it iVotn in ill p-mcipje »i" pi unity I of them, chap* \x\\ 12. fmote Judah, and curried off many captives, 
to their brethren, and aft.-T an ill mauner, with .1 biirbaron^ fury* « >«£fc ; rer. 17- Th* 1 . Philiftiues alio udultod them, took and kept pofieiljtm of 



reaching up t< 1 h wren **»e» lh»tt rn*^ l«»< iod f ur * <.n*^ m tine a^-mlf fueh blood v 
men, t fiat d*'Jiuhred in mihJarv t ':* cur\on. Tiii'V thai S-i ve f jod\ tuftire 
if they do it vvifh ra^i* and a frdrii oi n'VL'ii^, uja^' t h*-iulVlve» obnoxious 
to it and forfait tin* hnnour of a rime for bun. J'orlhc wratfi of man xcork- 
cth uot the ri^htcnufnefs of (.unL ( I' or tlie huneriou:* treatiurnt thev jrare 
their prifo-HTS. purpu/e lo keep them under y lo nfethem or fell them 

Hi (laves though they arc your brethren ami free-born IlVaehte.-*. God 
takes oolit e oi what mm rmrpofe a?> well as oi' what tbt«y fay and do. 

1 1*: mhnU t hem of theirou'ii lin^ by which they allb were wbnoxiouh 
to the uvutii ot" (Jod. J/ t- thcrt- not with you* v+en with ?/»:*, sins against 
th** fsird if our fiud^ lie anoral^- to thfir own ecu/eidices*, and to ihe uo- 
tonourf evjdenet; of tlrj thm Though vou are now raude the nifunnieiiTs 



Irveral ritie^and uJhtiit's that lav lou urd-* them* r/ j r. 18» Uiid fo ibey were 
j evented for the inenrlions which L ^/.i«di bad mailt* nuou fhctmc/ifip.xxxvu 
(k And lo i1im*.v that it was purely the bo of A has: that firougut the Phi- 
bdiiifs ti|H»u rnuiitn, in the* very year th:tt ht.* <li<*d ihtf prophet ifaiah 
foivinM tin* dHmjeiion of die Pliibiinn^ by hii iuij, ifai* :civ, ^8, 29* 

The addition which Alia/ made both to the naUaaui dlltre&and the 
naliooal ipiilt. 

K He added to ihu difrrefs by making court to Orange king*, in hones 
they would relieve h:ni- When the KdonnUsaud I'lnliftiiu-s were vexatious 
to hi:n x h*-/e//* to the Icings ofJ[)}/rUi to help him,\ v\\\ iW he found his own 
kingdom iv t*uke:u'd*a"d made naked atnd in- roi:ld not pat any confidence 
in (iorf. and lhcudore v^,i^ at a vair <*;\p<*iice to y;'-r no inier^fc in the kin-i 



of ennvetia^ Juda!i tor liit, yet do not think you are tiierefore innocent ; of AUVriM. lb* piila^d the hnufe of fJod, and tin: Icmu'- honf*:, and 



yoar{V!v:f - ; no, you a»o ;dfu guilty before God. ThU ih intended lis a cheek, } il|tieezed the priue*^ for mum V lo hire thole Ibreh-ri force- r;:'.o in^ fervie*:, 

i>ii i;> their fue^els; you are (huiers, ami it ill beeouieN j vrr. ^1. Timnirh be h >d eouforined to t Mr* niolaMy of I lie fi'-utiien nalioutf 



( !. )'\ o tbetr mum 

lit»:>ers 1u he pvou<l : vott have carried the day now, but be no2 f« f*ure. 
the vhet-I may ere long return upon yourfelve^, for if judgment be^in 
thus with thoie that have Me e«*//2? f>W arnou^ tliotn, what dial! he 
end i>f faeh u& worflitpthw ealvt^r (^.} To tiietr feveraty towards their 
l^eihven; you have now t^ot them under, but. you outfit to fliew mercy 
t<> thotn, for you yourlelvesi are uadone if you do not fiuil merry with 
God. It ill becomes Jin .ers to lie eruel. Vtu: have trautgrefltjd enow to 
uulvver for already, and ne**d not »ud this lo ;hv reit. 

(4-) He eommuudsthem to rt:lea(eihr prdhneis, anil fo lend them home 
aptiti rarcjfutlyi rffi 11- for you jiavi;;^ limied, ///e?y/e#*c* J tvrath of God is- 
vjjou tfdU) and t he» e is no other way of efeapinu' it but by fljeu-iu^ merry. 

j. Tlw refolutitm of the prmee- t!i»:veupon not to detain the prifouer.s; 
They Jliiud up ufiitUiJi tht m (hat came frum the xvttr % though tlufln d with 
victor) u;ul told them piaiujy, lliev fhoiild not iirintf their captives into 
Stunarisu \zct. 1-2, 13. T7l»**y had l tiu i"io\iui^ alr«r.idy to anfwer for, and 
v;on!d have nothing done to add to their trc;fpul>* In thu they discover- 
ed an obedient regard to the word of God by Jus prophch and a tender 
eOm'Uidiou toward their breth.ren, wJiieh was wrought ill them hv the 
teudertnercy of God; for he regarded the aiHivtiou of this poor people, 
and hearil t'a-ir cry, and mude t htm to be pitied of all ih-jfc that carried 
thvni enptice. J'lai. cvi. J-t— -Hi. 

o, The compiiunec of the Jobbers with the refohitionof the prince* in 
titui matter, and the dif.nifliun of t he captive^ th^veupoiu CI*) The ^nued 
men, though I vein armed they mit^ht by force have tnaiuraifiecl their title 
to vihat they got by the fivord, acqinefeed and left their eaptive.iand the 
ipoil to the! difoofal of /In' pri?trrs % \ ei\ It. and liereiu tliey fueueda more 
true heroic bravery th.m thoy did in taking them. It is a sreat honour 
for any man to yiel^l l<i the authority of reufon ami relit; ion atpdntr his 
iutereth (0.) The princes iery generally lent home the poor captives 
weil ;ieroimnndatcd, n/\ l/i. Thnfe liiat hope to lind jn^rey withCvod, 
muft learn from hence witli ^hat teiuiernefn to carry themfelves towards 
thofe that tic at their mercy* It Itraie^o that thefe princes, who in <!n^ 
ditlauce discovered fueh a deferi'iice lo the word of God, and fueh an in- 
fluence upon tlie people, had not fo much ^raee, a*, \n oheilieiua: to t!ie 
calls of God l>y fo many prophet>, t<i root idolatry out of their kingdom, 
which loon after this was the ruin of it» 

16. f At that tiinc did king Almz fend unto the 
kings of Aflyriato help him. 17. Foru^ain the Kdo- 
mites had come and finiltcn Judali, and carried a\va\ 

_ _ — — ... 



his u< i:;!djour>, ihe\ did not value him for t.-at, :.ftr h*v» hhu tb-- hotter* 
n nr dhJ Jus compiiatKe, by which ho lot! <iod. *;ain iueuj, nor i utild he 
make any intireft ill them hut ^irh In- mo.iev . fr rdien Joonrl that 
uieked men themfelves have no n al atf^etmii for fh<iff *Jril rcvoli to tie m. 
nor care to do them a kimbief^. \ de^euet e fjiaoeh h loohofl upon oji 
Ihies as //// abominable branch* Hh. > >v. |»>. iin^ what »l*d Ai>az *ct 
by the kiiit: of Afl\riu? ^^ by lie rv//y//' /////;. *)ut he t'/tfrelfer* /•«/, and 
Jlrengthrued him w, vcr, jo. lulptd hint /;../, \ <-r. .» !. Tin"- fun c* of the 
Ainrjau epiartered upon Ids (.'ouotrv, and fo m*pu\rnl]'f<f! nud viea!«eued 
;l; ^rew i. doh-nt and inipenou>, ami ereai^d ! im a at t)i al oi vexation, 
like a litokcu r<\ d, which m»t oid> huUh t pu*«.*ev the hand. 

I le adried to the ^u'dt b> iiiakii^ (oiin r** <* r .»,«:;i- y od in liopes \ 
would reli<*;c hum In thi> diitreN, i; fr« :id r: Jieutu.^ of hi . idniatn 
wbicb lie had r« .dhn enon^b to feelhtt lolly »>i . /o- * , t s})nt}» i ? ; \ r ; . j J # 
w;ii luoie m:;d fljao eve/* npon hi> idois; a hjute< r»i mtaut; !»< re let upon 
him for it. i i;U is tha! kiny Alia/, thai u n tehi .1 n un, rhul was tho f";;n- 
da) of t)>ehoufe nf Llavid and tin* em feaml jdn m:,- ,.s h:^ "imh . at ion. ntc, 
TJmfe (ire « leked and vile inthu ij, thai are nmee v * ,, i*. b> their atHift. 
intfead of bei^u auulc beltei b\ I neui ; u bfw/i lhtir\i ///'• ;^ /// Ipaf\ yet ,nt*rt' f 
have their rori uptmil^ eNaiVnat « -d b\ iha? a ho b ii;on Id u 9 u«if t Im h:. .11 id 
their hearts uioie JalLf fi'l at tltrm to do criL \ Usfeoun;i« t ij*^ 1 1 efpaf? 

wa.>. (].} lie aiiuiVt! th« imufe 01 tiud: for her it nt -nVn sihevt'tjels of it, 
that the prieti* miybt not pei torui the ferv:ee ol ii <. teoiph-, or not as it 
(houhl be, foi ivant td* veffei*; and at ii nyt'u jnnl npfhe donr\ % that tl*ep<*u* 
pie uii^ht not uUeud it, 7;/;;-. J4. Thii wa- wi-rfi iun thev, ml\ of kimr-5 
before him had done, hi.) !!•• eonhor*ted the a.'. vr of ( md : for he imu/t 1 
him altars in era y comer o/'Jmt/tdt in : In that, a^ lie prophi'l Ipraks, thev 
were like /^*rr/w i/i the/urrotes of the Jidd, i luf, \ii. 1 1. \ud m the eitiJa 
ofJudaii, either by hla power or by Ins pmfe or iiot)?, he erecteil high 
places, for the people to Intro inerufe to what idoi li#t»y phoned, as it were: 
willi delicti to proeoke the Gad of his fathers* ver. jo. (.>.) } b; enfl iiff 
God himfelf; fur fuerificcd i * the voti>; o/' JJamaf'u '\ve*. 2.;. not heeaufe 
lie lotr.d ihem, for he vhouuht lb*-} fiimtehim: hut hecsuifi he iea/<d them, 
ihiukiue; they hel|}ed his enetme^ ;uu\ ii* he couhl hrriio \ \\ 'in utu bis io- 
tereii t hey uouid help hiuu h»;ubih .mm! 1: iva* hi- <uvu t itA :!an Miiole 
him, and ft ViMi^thened the Syrians a^a'mu lum, no; the y.>u- \ mnn.f- 
c\i>; had he favnliced to him, uud to huu only, he uouh! have ludpiii 
htuu Jiut no marvel ineiia alleetioos ainl devotion aje milj nuv-J, ivheu 
lln?y tniliake the author of their trouble a:xl help. And a Inn eo;ues of 
it? The £ods of Syria befriend Ahaz no more than the kbit* of AHyria 
dal ; they were the ruin of him and all //rue/. This /in provoked (hid to 



captives. 18/rhePhilifiincsaUb had 
of the low couiiti v,aiKlorth«j lbutli of Judah, and had i y ht ' n I , ' L * Wi . ,s ^«n.»Wnv-iis >»ar, n!d; ami ii .itli.mriu-d ,.c<»,.i..Vo. 

TtiKcn ijcni-iu .inu 3 aiui .\jajon, a iuyc(tuotn, ami tlu . i( . i tu .[ iluuiou tll jaoh.i.w Un ti,. y r ci;i;.i»M ii...? ,-uut bun .-rii.-fi till 



ShociiOjWith the villages tlicrcuf,aud , l inuaali with the 
villages thereof, Gii)izo alio and the villages thereof: 
and they dwelt there. 1.9. For the LOUD brought Ju- 
<!ah low beeaide of Ahaz kin^of Ifrael; for he ; marie 
Judah uakec' and i ran/kreiled Ibrca^ainfl the LOUD. 
j2(). And Tij^at li-pilneler kinp; of Ailyria aune unto 
him, and diitreitcd him, and itren.u:ihened him not. «J !. 
For Ahaz took away ii pr>rtion out of t he houl'e of the 
LORD : and out of tlie houfe of the kinu-, and of the 
princes, and gave*7 unto the kiii^ of AllVria : but he 
helped him not. Ui2. \ And in the time of his tliiireis 
did ; he treipals yet move agajnitthe LORD : this la that 
lcinJ? Ah ax. ZV>. For he faerificed unto tlie ^'ods of Da- 
mascus, which Imotc him: and he faid, IJeeauie the 
gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I 
iaerifice to them, thai they may help me : but they 
were the ruin of him, and of all IfraeL 24-. And 
Ahaz gathered together tlie veilels of the houfe of God, 
and cut in pieces the velicls of the Jioufe of Gorl, 
and fliut up the doors of the houfe of the LORD, 
and be made them altars in every corner of Jerulalcm. 
25. And in every leverai city of Judah he made high 
places to burn mcenie unto other gods, and provoked 
to anger the I jORD God of his fathers. 26*..^ Now the 
reit of his acls,andofall his way^ 5 nriiand lalt, behold; 
tliey are written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Ifrael. 27. And Aha/, llept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city, even in Jeruialem : but they 
brought him not into the fepulehres of the kings of 
Iiraei : and Ilezekiah his ion reigned in his itead. 

* 

Here is* I • The great di ft re f>u Inch tlie kingdom oT Ahazwas reduced to 
for Ms fin. In jj^neral, (I*) The Lord brought Judah fow 9 vcr. 19- They 
had lately been very high \tt wealth* and power; lint Gnd found m&iita to 
take them dowtt^uud make them asdefp/cahlc as they had b$c*n tavmiijahle* 
They that will not humble themfelves unto the word of tto'jf will:jiiftly j 
be hnmbled by his jndy inents. luiriuity brings men 

Alias: made Judah naked. Ashi« tin dehnfed them, so ft e5cpo!etl ; : thi!tn. 
it innde them naked to their Jhame; fur it ex poled* them t6 contempt, as 
;\ man unclothed: It made them naked to their danger;.. \hf i$ t expolecl 
them to ufljudts ns a. man unarmed* Exod. xxxii. ^t>5. r lin flrip6.men» 
In particular, the Edcihiites to be revcusjvd for Amaiialrs cruel ufajje 



thr captuityiu Uab} Ion pl;u:k» d ji u^. 

Tin: chapter eonclmles v.itli tin: coiu-Yuiio.n of the n-i^n of Miv.z. vrr. 
•Jo, -'7. For oti^bt apjioar^ If* t\un\ im;u-nh: ni, and l!i«-rei''i^ dnd in- 
^loaou'<; for In- uu^ not bnritd in thejipn/ehsei "fit*** kiu%&, .Inllly ivm 
he th(nt<;Jit umvortiiy to J>*' laid ainoii^ th»-;#j, ll«"«t u.h i\t unii^^ them; 
to bir buried with k.nu^, u jn> Jjrnl id^'d ki.;^ 1 .' poucr lor tao dcitruc- 
tion oi" the ehnrcjj, and not lor it^ prolccUoti or edilicntiun. 



C II A P. XXIX. 

We arc here rnterhw upon a pleafUut fleue, the good and g/orions rci^n 
of tlezr&'iali ; in which tee /hall find more of (rod and r* t.*ioti f than per* 
haps in any of the good n igus tee hove /p i met with ; Jar he was a very 
zta/otrSi dee-'Ut, gaod //.*///, none like him. In this ehapter ivc have an 
account of* the ic-jrh 4 of reformation which he jet about with vix-ntr* im- 
media* ehj after his ucrrffiun to the crown. • Here is, (I.) His exhortation 
to the priejts and Lrvitcs* when he put them in P'ffiffion of the houfe of 
<*ndngahiy vri\ I — IK (2.) The cure and pains which the Levitts took 
to c/eaoje the temple y and put things in order there % vei\ 13 — if). (3 # J 
A falemn revival of Cod's ordinances that had beat neglected, in which 
atonement teas made for the sins of the lajl reign y and the wheels 
jet a-going again, to the great Jul isf act ion of Icing and people, rer. 

HEZEKIAII began to reign when he wan five 
and twenty years old, and he reigned nine" and 
twenty years iiuJerufalem : and his mother's name'attj 
Abijah the daughter of Zeehariah. 2. And he did that 
xvhich Kv/.y ri^ht in the light of the LtOItD, according- 
to all that David his father had done. 1 3: «j" He in the 
firft year of his reign, in the tint month opened tiie 
doors of the houfe of the LORD and repaired them. 
4. And he brought in theprieils,«ancl the Levi res, and 
..gathered them together in the eait-itreet. s. And laid 
unto them, Hear me, ye Levi tea, lanctifv now ypuir 
felves, and flinciify the houlb of the LORH God of 
your fathers, and carry fortii the tilthinefkout of the 
ho\y place. 6 For our fat hers have trefpafifed, and done 
tJiattfhic&zftutL'Vil in theeVesof the 1 ,QJID pur iSod, 
aud ha;vefor,faken him,an<4 haye t lU'i^U.^iiytliei^iaces 
frbn^he iiabitatiqn of t;|ie iL0KI3 a s|ud tftmedW&efc 
backs. 7. Alio they ,h'4y#j ihu t up/tlju : dq^rs/ot" • the 

porch. 
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Chap. XXIX. 



porch, and put out tiie lamp*, and have not burnt 
incenfe, nor offered burnt-offerings in the holy place, 
unto the God of Ifrael. Wherefore the wrath of 
the LORD was upon Judali and Jerulalem, and he 
hath delivered them to trouble, to aftonifhment, and 
to hitting, as ye fee with your eyes. 9. For lo, our 
fathcr\s have fallen by the sword, and our fons and 
our daughters and our wives, arc in captivity fortius. 
10. Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with 
the LORD God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may 
turn away from us. 11. My ions, be not now negli- 
gent; for the LORD hath cholen you to ftand be- 
fore him, to ferve him, and that you ihould minifter 
unto him, and burn incenfe. 

Here is, I. Ilezekiah's age when lie came to the crown, he w as ticcnty- 
five years old. Joafb that came to the crown after two bad reigns, was 

hut eight; which 
was come to years, 

think with what a ! 
faneness, how it troubled him to fecthedoors of the temple (hut up, and 
whilft. bis f ather lived, he durft not.open them : His foul no doubt wept 
in feeret for it, und he vowed, that when he thould receive the congrega- 
tion, he wouJd redrefa theie grievances, which made him to do it with more 
readinefs and refolution. 





was one that had as hearty an affection, for the ark and law of God as ever 
David had. 

3. His f needy application to- the great work of reftoring religion. The 
firft thing he did, was to open the doors of the houfc of the Lord, ver. 3. We 
are willing to hope his father had notquite fupprefled the temple-fervice; 
for then the holy tire on the altar mull have gone out, which we do not 
read of the rc-kindling of, but he had hindered the people from attending 
it, and the priefts, -but fuch of them as were of his own party, 2 Kings xvi. 
13. But Hezekiah immediately threw the church doors open, and brought 
in the priefts and Levitcs. He found Judali low and naked, yet did not 
make it his firft bufinefs to revive the civil interefts of his kingdom, but 
to reilore religion to its good pofture again. Thofe that begin with God, 
begin at the right -end of their work, and it will profper accordingly. 

4. His fpeech to the priefts and Levitcs; It was well known no doubt 
that he had a real kindnefs for religion, and was disaffected to the cor- 
ruptions of the last reign; yet we do not find the priefts and Levitcs ad- 
dreffing themfelves to him for the reparation of the temple-fervice, but 
he calls upon them ; which I doubt (peaks their col duel's as much as his 
zeal; and perhaps if they had done their part with vigour, things had 
not. been brought into fo very bad a pcfture as ! Hezekiah found them iu. 

Hezekia it's exhortation to the Levitcs is very pathetical. 

1. He. lays before them the defolations of religion, ami the deplorable 
ftate to which it was brought among them, ver. (i. 7* Our fathers have 
trefpaffed. He faith not, my father, becnufe it became him, as a son, to 
be us tender as might be of his father's name, and beeaufe his father 
would not have done all this, if their father's had not neglected their 
duty. Urijah the prieft had joined with Ahaz in letting tip an idolatrous 
altar. He complains, (1.) That the houfe of God had been deferted ; 
They have forfaken Cod and lamed their backs upon hh habitation. Note, 
Thole that turn their backs upon God's ordinance, may truly be faid to 
forfake God himfelf. (2.) That the inftituted worfhip of God there had 
been let fall; the lamps were not lighted, incenfe was not burnt; the like 
neglects arc now, and no lefs culpable, if the word be not duly read and 
opaned, for that was fignified by the lighting of the lamps, and if prayers 
and praifes be not duly offered up, for that was fignitied by the burning 
of incenfe . 

2. He (hews them the fad confequences of the- neglect mid decay of 
religion among them, ver. 8, <). This was the caufe of all the calamities 
they had Iain under; God had in anger delivered them to trouble, to the 
fword, and to captivity. When we are under the rebukes of God's provi- 
dence, it is good for us to enquire whether we have not neglected God's 
ordinances and whether that be not the controverfy he ha* with us. 

3. He declares his own full purnofe and refolutiou to revive religion, and 
make it his businefs to promote it, ver. 10. It is in my heart, i. c. I am 
fully refolved to mtthe a covenant tciUi the Lord God of lfracl, i. e. to wor- 
fhip* him only, and in that way which be hath appointed, for I am fure 
that otherwil'e his fierce anger will not turn away from us. This covenant 
he would not only make himfelf, but bring his people into the bond of. 

4. He engugeth and exciteth the Levitcs and priefts to do their duly on 
this occafion. This he begins with, ver, 3. this he ends with, ver. 1 1 . calls 

th 

fons 

fbn ^ 

laud. (I;) He tells them what was their duty ; tofauctify themfelves firft, 
by repenting of their neglects, reforming their own hearts and lives and 
renewing their covenants with God, to do their duty better for the time to 





this good work be retarded through your cnreleffuefs. Be not deceived, 
fo the margin. They that by their negligence in the frrvice of God think 
to mock God, and put a cheat upon him, do but deceive themfelves, and 
put a damning cheat upon their own fouls. Be not fecure, fo fome, as. if 
there was no hufte to do It, or no danger in not doing it. Men's negli- 
gence in religion is owing t» their curuul fecurity. The con fi derations he 
quickens them with, is their office: The honour God had put upon them ; 



the Gerflionites : Joah the fon of Zimniah, and Eden 
the ion of Joah : 13. And of the fons of Eli zap Iran 
Shimri, and Jeiel : and of the fons of Afaph : Zechari- 
ah, and iVIattaniah : 14. And of the Ions of Ii email ; 
Jehiel, and Shimei : and of the Ions of Jeduthun ; 
Shemaiah, and Uzziel. 15. And they gathered their 
brethren, and fanclified thumfelves, and came ac- 
cording to the commandment of the king, by the words 
of the LORD, to cleanfe the houfe of the LORD. 
16. And the priefts went in into the inner part of the 
houfe of the LORD, to cleanfe it 9 and brought out 
all the uneleannefs that they found in the temple of 
the LORD, into the court of the houfe of the LORD. 
And the Leyites took it to carry it out abroad into 
the brook Kidron. 17. Now they began on the firil 
day of the firft month to fan&ity, and on the eighth 
day of the month thev came to the porch of the 
LORD ; fo they iancliHcdthe houfe of the LORD in 
eight days ; and in the iixteenth day of the firlt month 
they made an end. IS. Then they went in to Heze- 
kiah the king, and laid, We have cleanfed all the 
houfe of the LORD, and the altar of burut-ofiering, 
with all the vellels thereof, and the fhew-bread table, 
with all the vetfels thereof. 19- Moreover, all the 
veflels which king Ahaz in his reign did castaway in 
his tranfgrellion, have we prepared and lan&ified, 
and behold, they arc before the altar of the LORD. 

We have here bufy work, and good work, needful work, the clean fing 
of the houfe of the Lord. 

1. The perfons employed in this work were tlie priefts and Lcrites who 
fhould have kept it clean, but not having done that, were concerned to 
make it clean* Several of the Levitcs are here named; two of each of 
the three principal houfes, Kohath* Gerflion, and Merari, ver. 12. And 
two of each of the three families of lingers, Afaph, Ilemau and Jedu- 
thun, ver. 13. We cannot think thefc are named merely beeaufe they weie 
chief in place, for then fure the high prieft, or fome of the heads of the 
couries of the priefts would have been mentioned ; but beeaufe they were 
more zealous and active than the reft. When God has work to do, he 
will ratfe up leading men to preside in it. And it is not always that 
firft in place and rank are mo ft fit for fervice, nor most forward to it. 
Thefe Levitcs not only beftirred themfelves, but gathered their brethren 




eye to uou swora ; me King 
already their duty by tlie word of God, -and in doing it they regarded God's 
word as a rule to them, and the king's commandment as a fpur to them. 

•2. The work was cleansing the houfe of God, (1.) From the common 
dirt it had contracted while it was {hut up, dull and cobwebs, and the 
ruft of the veflels; (-2.) From the idols and idolatrous altars that were 
let up in it, which, though kept never fo neat, were a greater pollution 
to it than if it had been made the common fewer of the city. The pried* 
are none of them mentioned us leuding men in this work, yet none but 
they durft go in into the inner part of the houfe, no not to cleanfe it, which 
they did, and perhaps the high prieft into the holy of holies to cleauff 
that. And though the Levites bad the honour to be the leaders in the 
work, they did not disdain to be the fervttors to the priefts, according to 
their office; for what tilth the priefts brought into court, the Leviles 
carried to the brook Kidron. Let not men's useful ntfs, be it never st> 
eminent, make them forget their place. 

3. The expedition with which they did this work was very remarkable. 
They began on the firft day of the firft month, a happy beginning of the 
new-year, and that promifed a good year ; thus should every year begin 
with the reformation of what is amifs, and the purging away of all the 
defilements contracted the foregoing year by true repeutance. In eight 
days they cleared the temple and cleaned it, and in eight days more the 
courts of the temple, ver. 17- Let thofe that do good work learn to rid 
work and get it done : Let what is amifs be amended quickly. 

4. The report they made of it to Hezekiah was very agreeable, ver. 18, 
lj). They gave him an account of what they had done, beeaufe it was he 
that fet them on work, boafted not of their own care and pains nor did 
they come to him to be. paid, but to let him know that all the things that 
had been profaned, were now faucti lied according to law, and were ready 
to be ufed again whenever he pleafed. They knew the good king had 
fet his heart upon God's altar, and longed to be attending that, and 
therefore they infift most upon the readinefs they had put that into; that 
the velfels'of the altar were fcoured and brightened, thofe which Ahaz in 
Ins Iranfgrr/Jion had ca/i away, as veflels in which there was no pltafure, 
thofe they gathered together, fanctiried them, and laid them in their 
place before the altar. Though tlie veflels of the fanctuury may be pro- 
faned for a while, God will find a time and a way to lanctify them. Nei- 
ther his ordinances nor his people fhall befuftered to fail for ever. 




therefore beafliamed of their late remiflhefs, and now the doors of the 
temple .were opened again, fet about their work with double diligence. 

J£. f Then the Levites arofe, Mahath the fon of 
Amalai, audJoel the Ion of Azariah, of the; fons -of 
the **Koliathites: and of the fons of Merari, Kifh the 
ton of Audi, and Azariah the fon of Jehaleleel; and of 



20. Then Hezekiah the king role early, and ga- 
thered the rulers of the city, and went up to the houfe 
of the LORD. 21. And they brought ieven bullocks, 
and f even rams, and Ieven lambs, and ieven he-goats, 
for a fin-offering for the kingdom, and for the fandiu- 
ary, and for Judah: and he commanded the priefts, the 
Ions of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 
22. So they killed the bullocks, and the priefts received 
the blood and fprinkled *7 on the altar : likewife when 
they had 'killed the rams, they fprinkled the blood upon 
the altar: they killed alio the lambs,and they fprinkled 
tlie blood upon the altar. 23. And they brought forth 
the he-goats/or the fi n-offering , before the k i ng and the 
congregation, and they laid their hands upon them: 
Q4. And the priefts killed them, and they made recon- 
ciliation with their blood upon the altar, to make an 

atonement 




Chap. 

* 

atonement foraU Ifrael : for the king commanded Mtf* 
the buriit-otfering and the iiii-offcringjhoutd&emadefQr 

aH Ifrael. 25. And he fee the Levites in the houf'e of 



U. CHRONICLES. 



Chap; XXIX,- 



Tiiis is taken notice of, ver. 28, 29, 30. It it not enough for us to t>e 
where Go<l is worfiijpjjccl if we do not ourfclves worth ip him, and that 
not with bodily excrciie only* which |>n>irt5i miic, but with the heart* 
The foleumiticj oi' this duv did likewife look forward : tuu tt:uole-+ 



the LORD Witll CVUlbals, With pialteHe.S, and With ■ fervice was to be fet up again, that it mi-lit be couEinua i) k*i;, t up; nud 

harps; according- to ihecommanument of David,and | tw* Hjwkmii calls them ro, mt.si. iw yc ii.nc conjecrutedy.iujh^i 
of Gad tJic king s feer,and JSfathaji the prophet : torso crilictt; arc / loleinnly reconvlled alld CJli . u . c ,i to ii, m; UO w 



riY/y the commandment of the LORD by his prophets. 
526'. And the Levi feti ftood with the iulrrumenrs of I>a- 
vid, and the prielts with the trumpets: 27 • And I fe-: 
zek lah commanded to offer the burnt-offering upon the 
altar: and when the burnt-offering began, thefong of 
the LORD began aUo with the trumpets, and with 
trhv* iiiiti u incuts ordained by David king of Ifrael. 28. 
And all the congregation worihipped, and the lingers 
lang,and the trumpeters founded: and o\\ this continued 

until the burnt- offering was finifhed. 29. And wlien 
they had made an end of offering, the king and all 
that xcerc p relent with him, bowed themfelves and 
worfhipped. JO. Moreover, Iiezekiah the king and 
the princes commanded the Levites tofiug praife unto 
the LORD, with the words 01 David, and of Aliuih 
the Jeer : and they fang praiies with gladnels,and they 
bowed their heads ami worf hipped. 31 .ThcnHezckiah 
aid wered a> id laid, JN owye have eonfeorate< i yourf elves 

unto the i^Olll), come near and bring facri4ic.es and 
thank-offerings into the houfe of the LORD. And 
the congregation brought in faerificesand thank-offer- 
ings, and as many as were ot a free heart burnt-offer- 
ings. i> 4 2. And the number of the burnt-offerings 
"which the congregation brought, was threefcore and 
ten buiiocks, an hundred jams, «/,d two hundred 
lambs: all thefc tesr, torn burnt-offering to the LORD. 
S . And the 1:01 ifec rated things were fix hundred oxen, 
and ih.i-e thoulaiid iheep. But the prielts were 
too few, i'o thai they could notflaj all the burnt-offer- 
ings: wherefore liieir brethren the Levites did help 
them till tiie work \vasen«!ed s and until theother p Wells 
had iariCLuied t!iemfe. v;es : for the Levites were more 
u^righrin heart, fo fa iictirY Lhcmfelves than tJiepricffs. 
23 And alfo the bun it-offerings 'a,ere, in abundance, 
wiih :he ia.l of the peace-oite l ings, and the* drink-of- 
ferings in ewer//, bin nt-offej'ing., So the (ervice of rhe 
liouleol'the LORD was let in order.. r)o'. And Ileze- 
kiah vrhAccA, and ail tiie. people, .UirtjCxadJiad. pre- 
paj*eu the people: for the thing was do/ic fuddenJy. 

The lemulo htMnircIeanfed, wc hfive hereuu accoitntof "thy good «fc that 
was !*n:n*:li<tro!y iijaduof it. A foleani u/Iemhlv w;w called to m t eet the 
kiujf at fh" to&uuh 4 . the eery next day, tor. 30, and very £&iu, doubt, aH 
th</i;ood p<*«>j*i(- hi JernfiJem were, when it fail!, let ns go up to the huufv 



iff tne Lurd* Flal. cxkk K As ftKaius Hezektah Heard tlvttihe temple was 
r I f'-v hinit ho loft no tiiue t hut uiude it appear he was ready for it. He 
iMrlvto K"o no to t)ic ho.afe of the Lord^ cnrlicr on that day tliau on 
oihm days, to fhew that his heart was upon his work there* 
jVow this duy%* work was to look two ways ; 

1 . Atonement muft be made for the tins of t\ut laftrei^n. They thought 
i( not enough to lament and forfake thofe ijns, hut they brought a fiii~ofli«r- 
insr* Even our repentance and reformation will not obtain pardon but in 
and through ChritV, who was made fin, i m a (jti-offWirig for ns. No peace 
but through hi» Wood, no not for penitents. Oi>fervc, 

1, The lin-oflVring was for the kingdom* the Jiin&urff* and Jar Judah* 
ver. 21- u e. to make atonement for the fins of princes, pneftsand pi.-op)e» 
for they hart all corrupted their way- The law of Mofci appointed fieri- 
lice* to make atonement for tiie lins.of the whole con^re^attnn,£ep. iv.l.I, 
34. Numb. scv. ^24, ( -I5. that the national judgments which. their national* 
iius deferved might be Turned av-;ay ; for ting we niuft now have an eye to 
Chrilt the great propitiation, as well as for the rcmiflion and falvation of 
particular perfons. - 

2. The law appointed only one gont for a fin offering, as on the day of 
atonement, Lev.xvi- 15- and on fach extraordinary occaiiotw as this, Numb* 
xv. H4» 15ut they here ottered feven,rm 23* becanfe the fins of the c«tn- 
ere^ation had been very great and long 1 eontfnucd in. Seven ha number 

" "ion: our great tin-offering is but one, yet that .one perfifts for 



toleinnly reconciled and 
Sring jaerifices. Note, Our covenant with Gou mult be putfucU and 
mfprovetl in com tu union with hi ok Having eonlecratea ourlel ve* i« the 
tirll place to the Lord, we muft briuy the faenliceb oi' prayer and prude 
and alms to his houfe. Mow m tuiy work it whs found, 

1. 'That "the people were free: beiuij called to M b> the kin^,' they 
brought in their'ofifcriugs, thouy;li not in fuch-aUuncJauce as in tl»e glo- 
rious duys of Solomon; for Judati was uow difiiinilhed, irnpovenihedy 
nod brought low, but according to what tiiey Uml% and us much Ua oue 
could ex^>eet cqriiidering- their poverty and me ^reut decay oi' piety among 
them, (l.) .Some were lb generous as to bring Ijurut-otituays, which 
were wholly conihmed to the honour of iJad, and of which Hie oUerer 
had no part; of tins ion there werefeveuty buli"V:ks, one huudre<l rams, 
and ttvo hundred lambb, ver. J-J. (ii./ Others Orou'-iir peace-oiicrin^s 
and than k-ofierinjjrf, the Jut oi' wtiich wa» burnt upoii the "J tar, and the 
fie/li divided betxveen the pne/ls and tiie offerer** i?rf* of tiii,^ sort 
tiiere were iix hundred oxeu aud three ihoidaud flieep, tvT« JH* l*er- 
haps the rem em hra tice of their fin in /a'crifieingor; lilt* iu|jh places made 
them more willing to briug* their facriiices now to Gud\ altar. 

2. That the priejis were too few for the? fervice, err. 34. Many of 
them it is likely were fufpended and laid aj;de ah polluted and urjcjinuiii- 

c;d for having fucriticed to idoh in the hdl rec^n, and tticrett liatl not the 
acnal that ouemight have expected upon fuch an occa/ion ; thej thought 
the kin;* needed not to be fo forward, that there wai no fuch halfe of 
opening the doors of the temple* and therefore the\ took no care to fiuic- 
tdy tiiernfelves, and bein^ uhfaudtificrd and to unqualified mey made iiiat 
th<'ir evcuife for bem^ahfeut from the fervice; as if their olieuce would 
l>e their defence. It is recorded here to the perpetual fhamc at tiie 
uricfts;, that though they were mi well provided for out of the ofteiiugti 
of* the Lord made by /ire, yet they did not mind their buhnefs ; here was 
work to do, and there wanted proper hand* to do it. 

3. That the Levites were forward* They had been more upright in 
heart tojan&ify them/elves limn the prie/is* ver. i*4. were better allected 
to the work, and better prepared and quai'died for it; this uan their 
praile, and in recom pence for it the\ had the honour to ue employed ixx 
that which was the prieiin work; they helped them to Jlutj (he oj/cfiugf* 
Th«s wa> not according to the law, Lev* i. o, (j. but uk- irie^u.a itj was 
dtfpeufed \vilh in eale of necc4lity» and that cneottiu^* meut ml^ht be 
^iven to the faithtul zealous L**i'ite.»« and a juit dif^uice p.;t upon the 
earelefs pneftsi. What the Levites wanted u% the ceremonial udwuuage* 
of their birth and cunfecration, t\as abundaut.'y made up in their emi- 
nent /ju.dih< atioris of s-kill and wdl to do the no*k« 

4. -All were pi cm fed ; the kinj*; and all the people rejoiced in this 
WvflTvd turn of atf.urs, and thenev; face of religion which the kingdom had 
nut on. ver* 36'. Two ihin^.i in tijis matter pteafed tnem. ^1.) 1 natit 
was fuou brought about, the thing was done fuddenly* in a little tune, 
wirh a i^pent deal of ease, and without any oppofiuou. Thufe. that go 
nliout thtr work of God in faith and with rcfolutiou, will dud there is not 
that difficulty in it winch they fometiuies imagine, but it will oc a pleas* 
log furpriie to them to fee how loon it is done* {2.) That ii was plain 
the hand of (iod was to it; God had prepared the people by the feeret 
mfluences of his grace, fo that many of thofe who had in the iaft retail 
doted on the Fdohitrous altars, were now as much in love with God*s al- 
tar. This change God wrought on their minds, did very much expedite 
and facilitate the work. Let ni't^i ft rates and ininifters do their pare 
towards the reforming of a hind, nod then let them truft God tu do his, 
and aiVnbe to huu the fflory of what is done, efpeemlly when it ia done 
fnddenly, and \< a pleaiinij furpvife. This is the Lord's doings und it If 
marvellous. 



of perfection 

ever them that are fanftified. % m w . . 

3-The king and the congregation, (i. e. the reprefentatjv^s of the congre- 
gation ) laid i heir hands onthe heads of the goats that were for tb e sih~qf?eriftg, 
ver. 23-thereby owning themfelves guilty before God, and exprefllug 
their detire that the gtiilt of tjte finnner might be transferred upon the 
lacriGce, By faith we lay our hands on the Lord Jefui, and fo receive 

the atonement \ Rom. v. Ih 

4* Burnt offerings ivcreofternd with thefin-bfferings tB /ei.r« huftoeks^feveii 

rams, wAJeven famlx, The|intention 

glory to the God of Ifrael, whom they own «s the only true Oocl, wliieli it 
n*os proper to tlo at the fame time that thev were by tin? fin-oflei iriij niak* 
jug sitonement for their offences. .The blood of tbofc na.yvell as of , the 



iin-offering was /prodded upon the rtifar; ver. dgi'fo make reconciiiat ion 



! 




tow fw fin mull not \>ut us out of tune for praifihg God. By, faith we 
*mni\ rejoice in Chrilt JefttB as our riglitcu.ufnt?fs; nnH our pruycr-i ?nd 
.wruifcHuiuOaf«.end with hid oOerinjr, to be accepted :o»ly in the virtue of it. 

6*. The "king and all the congregation tcfyitied t heir confent to, and con- 
xmrrencein all that was-done, by Sowing- their heads and iubr/hipping; ex- 
4yrel{iri" , an awful veneration of the divine inajeftv by pofturos of adoration. 



CHAP. XXX. 

Jtt this chapter we have an account nj' the Jb/emn pqffavrr which II?ze- 
kiah kept in the Jirjl year his reign. (I.) The taufnitation about it, 
and the rr/b/tUittu he and his people came to Jar the ohjhrvance of' it, 
ver. a — 5. (-2.) The invitation hej'ent to Judah and fj'rucf tu come and 
keep it, ver. 1,6 — 12. (3.) The joyjul ct lt Orution oj'it, ver. 1.1— - c 27* And 
by this the reformation Jet on foot in the jhrcgoing chapter teas greatly 
advanced and rJiaUijhed-> and that nuiJ in Cuii's holy place clenched. 

I. A ND fiezekiah lent to all Ifrael and Judah, and 

wrote letters alfo to Ephraim and Mauafieli, 
that they fliould come to the houfe of the LOKDat 
Jerufalem, to keep the paiibvei* unto the LORD God 
of Ifrael. { J. For the king liad taken conniel, and his 
princes and all the congregation in Jerufalem, to.keep 
the paffover in the fecond month. 3. For they could 
not keep it at that time, becaule the prielts had not 
landtilied themielves luffieiently, neither had the peo- 
ple gathered themfelves together to Jeru/alem. 4. 
And the thing p leafed the king, and all the congrega- 
tion. 5 So they eltabliihed a decree, to make pro- 
clamation throughout all Ifrael, iromEeerihobaevea 
to Dan, that they mould come to keep the paHbver 
unto the LORD God of Ifrael at Jerufalem : for they 
had not done it of a long time in such sorj as it Avas 
written. 6". So the poft went with the letters from 
the king and his princes throughout ail Ifrael and Ju- 
dah, and according to the commandment of the king, 
laying. Ye children of Ifrael, turn again unto the 
liO-RD God of Abraham, Iiaac and Ifrael,' and he 
will return to the remnantofyou, that are eleaped out 
of the hands of the kings of AHyria. 7. And be not 
like your fathers, and like your brethren, which 
trefpatied^gainft the LORD God of their lathers, -who 
therefore .gave them up to defolation, as ye fee 8. 

9 II Now 
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Now be ye not ftiff-ncckctl -as your fathers were, but 
yield vourfelves unto the LORD, and enter into his 
fan6buary , which he hath fan&ifi ed for ever : and ferve 
the LORD your God, that the fiercenefs of his wrath 
may turn away from you; 9. For if ye turn again unto 
the LORD, your brethren and your children shall find 
companion before them that lead them captive, lb that 
they lhall come again into this land : for the LORD 
vour God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if ye return unto him. 10. So 
the polls palled from city to city, through the country 
of Ephraim and ManavTeh, even unto Zebulon: but 
they laughed them to fcorn, and mocked them. 11. 
NevertheLefs, divers of Afher and Manaueh, and of 
Zebulon, humbled themfelves, and came to Jeruialem; 
12; Alfo in Judah, the hand of God was to give them 
one heart to do the commandment of the king, and 
of the princes, by the word of the LORD. 

Here is, 1. A paffover refolved upon; That annual feaft was inftituted 
as a memorial of the bringing- of the children of Ifrael out of Egypt: it 
happened that the reviving 6f the temple fervice fell within the appointed 
days of that feaft t the fe'venteenth day of the firft month ; this brought that 
forgotten foleinnity to mind ; What fhnll we do, faith Hezekiah, about the 
paflbver ? It is a very comfortable ordinance, and has been long neglected , 
how mall we revive that? The time is lapled for this year; we cannot go 
about it immediately, the congregation is thin, the people have not notice, 
the priefts are not prepared, ver. 3. Muft we defer it till another year ? 
Many, it is likely, were for deferring it : but Hezekiah confidered that by 
that time twelve-month the good affections of the people would cool, and 
it would be too long to want the benefit of the ordinance ; and therefore 
finding a. provifo in the law of Mofes, that particular perfons who were 
unclean in the firft month, might keep the paflbver the fourteenth day of 
the fecond month, and be accepted, Numb. \x< il. he doubted not but 
tliat might be extended to the congregation. Whereupon they refolved to 
keep the paffover in the fecond month. Let the circum fiance give way to 
the fubftunce, and let not the thing itfelf be loft upon a nicety about the 
time. It is good ftriking while the iron is hot, and taking people when 
they are in a good mind. Delays are dangerous. 

2. A proclamation iflued out to give notice of this paflbver, and to fura- 

mon the people to it. 

1. An invitation was fent to the ten revolted tribes to ftir them up to 
come and attend this folemnity. Letters were written to Ephraim and 
Man«freh to invite them to Jerufalem to keep this paflbver, vcr. 1. not 
with any politic defign to bringthem back to the houfeof Da* id, but with 
a pious defign to bnng them back to the Lord God of Ifrael; let them 
take who they will for their king, faith Hezekiah, fo they will but take 



given him. Particularly, you may hope that he will turn again the cap- 

. * * p y .i . % - » % it* .t i l i ii * 
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(2.) The entertainment which Hezekiah's mefl'engcrs and mefTage met 
with. It does not appear that Hofhea, who was now king of Ifrael, took 
any umbrage froni, or gave any oppolition to the difperfin^ of thefe pro- 
clamations through his kingdom, nor that he forbad his lubje6ts to ac- 
cept the invitation ; but left them entirely to their liberty, they might go 
to Jerufalem to worfhip if they plcafed.; for though he did evil, yet not 
like the kings of Ifrael that were before him, 2 Kings xvii. 2. He faw ruin 
coming upon his kingddiri, and if any of his fubje&s would try this ex- 
pedient to prevent it, with all his heart. But for the people, 

1* The generality of them flighted the call, and turned a deaf ear to iu 
The mefTengers went from city to city, fome to one, and fomcto another, 
and ufed pr effing inftunces with the people to come up to Jerufalem to 
keep the paffover; but they were fb for from complying with the mefTage, 
that they abufed them that brought it, laughed them to fcorn, and mocked 
them, ver. 10. not only refufed, but refufed with difdaip. Tell them of 
the God of Abraham, they knew him not, they had other gods to ferve, 
Baal rtnd Afhtaroth; tell <ne"ni of the fauctuary, their high places were as 



Cr, 




the 

by this apoftute race, when God's mefTen'gei 

prophefc that produced credentials from him. The deftru&ion of the 
kingdom of the ten tribes were now at hand, it was but two or three years 
after this that the king of AfTyfia laid fiege to Samaria, which ended in the 
captivity of thofe tribes; juft before this, they had not only a kiug of their 
own that permitted them to return-to God^s fanftuary, but a king of Ju- 
dah that earneftly invited them to it : had they generally accepted this 
invitation, it might have prevented their ruin ; but their contempt of it 
h aliened and aggravated it, and left them inexcu fable. 

3. Yet there were fome few that accepted the invitation: the meflage, 
though to fome it was a favour of death unto death, was to others a favour 
of life unto life, ver. 11. In the worft of times God has had a remnant; fo 
he had here, divers oF Afher, Mauafieh and Zebulon, {here is no mention 
of any out of Ephraim) humbled themj elves, and came to Jerufalem, i.e. were 
i'orry for their fins, and fubmitted to God. Pride keeps men from yielding 
themfelves to the Lord ; when that is brought down, the work is done. 

3. A command was given to the men of Judah to attend this folemnity ; 
and they univerfally obeyed it, ver. 12. They did it with one heart, were 
all of a mind in it, and the hand of God cave them that one heart ; fur 
it is in the day of power that Chrift's fubjecrs are made willing: It isGod 
that works both to will and to do. When people at any time difcover an 
unexpected forwardnefs to that which is good, we muft acknowledge the 
hand of God in it. 

► 

13. fl" And there aflembled at Jerufalem much peo- 
ple, to keep the feaft of unleavened bread in the le- 
CQiid month , a very great congregation. 1 4. And they 
aroie and took away the altars that were in Jeruialem, 



him for their God. The matters in difference between Judah and Ifrael, an( l all the altars for inceilfe took they &way, and Gait 

^of E wmt°^y1e" t rr?i tW^Vfa^ t .ffi& , Si *'"'» into the br ?? k KH«m' tfokilied 
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bid them as welcome to the paflbver as any of his own fubjects. JExprefTes 

are fent poll throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, with memorials, earneftly 
pre (ling the people to take this opportunity of returning to the God from 
whom they had revolted. Now here we have, 

(1.)* The contents of the circular letters that were difpatched away upon 
this occafion, in which Hezekiah difcovers a great concern both for the 
honour of God, and for the welfare of the neighbouring kingdom, the 
profnerity of which he feems paflionately clefirous of,- though he not only 
reec'ived no toll, tribute, or cuftom from it, bu£ it had often and not long 
fince been vexatious to his kingdom. This is rendering good for evil. 
Ohferve, 1. What it is which he prefleth them to, ver. 8. Yield yourfelves 
unto the Lord. Before you can' come into communion with him, yon muft 
roine into covenant with him. Give the hand to the Lord; fo the word is, 
f, con fent to take him for your God; a bargain is Confirmed by giving 
the hand ; ftrike this bargain. Join yourselves to him in an evcrlnfting 
covenuut, Subfcribc with the hand to be his, Ifa. xliv. 5. Give him your 
bund in token of giving him your heart; lay your hand to his plough ; de- 
vote yourfelves to his fervice to work for him. Yield to him, i. e. come up 
to his terms; come under his government; fland it not out any longer 
a gain ft him. Yield to him, to be abfolutcly and univerfally at his com- 
mand, at his difpofe; to be, and do, and have, and fuffer whatever he 
.pleafeth. In order to this, be not Jlijf-neckcd as your fathers were; let not 
vour corrupt and wicked wills rife up in reOftanceof, and rebellion again ft 
the will ot God ; Say not, you will do what you pleafe, but what he 
pleafeth. There is in the cnrnal mind a ftifthefs and obftinacy, an unapt- 
nefs to comply with God ; we have it from our fathers, it is bred in the 
bone with uv: this muft be conquered ; and the will that had in it a fpirit 
of contradiction, muft be melted into the will of God ; and to his yoke the 
neck muft be bowed and fitted that was an iron linen*. In purfuance to this 
refignation to God, he prefleth them to enter into his Jan&uary, i. e. to at- 
tend upon him in that place which he had chofen to put his name there, 



the paffover on the fourteenth day of the fecond 
month : and the priefts and the Levites were afhamed, 
and ianclified themfelves, and brought in the burnt- 
offerings into the houfe of the LORD. 1 6. And they 
ftood in their place after their manner, according to 
the law of Moles the man of God : the priefts f prink Jed 
the blood, which they received of the hand of theLevites. 
17. For there were many in the congregation that were 
not fan deified ,: therefore theLevites had the charge of 
the killing of the paiibvers, for every one that was not 
clean, to iandthy them unto the LORD. IS. For a 
multitude of the people, even many from Ephraim, 

and Manalieh, lilachar, aud Zebulon, had not cleans- 
ed themfelves, yet did they eat the paffover, other- 
wife than it was written : but Hezekiah prayed for 
them, faying, The good Lord pardon every one, 19. 
That prepareth his heart to feek God, the LORD God 
of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according to 
the purification of the lanctuary. 20. And the LORD 
hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. 

The time appointed for the paflbver is now come, and a very great con- 
gregation came together upon this occafion, ver. 13. Now here we have, 
1. The preparation they made for the paflbver; and good preparation 
it was; they took away all the idolatrous altars that were found uot only 
in the temple, but in Jerufalem, vcr. 14. Before they kept the feaft, they 
caft out this old leaven. The bell preparation we can make for the gofuel- 



and ferve him in the ordinances which he had appointed. The doors of the 

fanclaury are now opened, and you have liberty to enter ; the temple-fer* I paflbver, is to caft away our iniquities" our fpi ritual idolatries, 
vice is now revived, and you are welcome to join in it ; the king faith, 1 2. Their celebration of the paflbver; in this the people werefo 



come, the princes and priefts fay, come, whoever will, let him come. This 
he calls, ver* 6. Turning to the Lord God; for they had forfaken him, and 

■worfhipped other gods; repent now, and be converted. Thus they that 
through grace have turned to God themfelves, ihould do all they can to 
bring others back to him. 2. What arguments heufeth to perfuadethem 
to do this. (1.) Vou are children of Ifrael, and therefore fland related, 
ftuud obliged to the God of Ifrael, from whom you ore revolted. (2.) The 
God you are called to return to, is the God of Abraham, Ifuac, and Jacob, 
a'God in covenant with your firft fathers, who ferved him and yielded 
themfelves to him; and it was their honour and hapninefs. (3.J Your late 
fulhers that forfook tiup and trefpafTed againit him have been given up to 
d delation; ■ their npoflafy and idolatry has been their ruin, as you fee, 
ver- 7. Let their harms be your warnings. (4.) You yourfelves are. but a 
remnant narrowly ej'caped out of the hands of the kings of Ajfyria, Ten 6. 
and therefore are concerned to put yourfelves under the protection of the 
Ood of your fathers that you be not- quite fwallowed up. (5.) This is the 
only way of.tnnwtg awoyrthe Jiercenefs of GoaV 'x anger from you, ver. 8* 
which will certainly coufume you if you continue ftiff-necked. (6.) If you 
return to God iu a way of duty, he will return to you in a way of mercy. 
This he begins with, ver. '6. and coucludeswith, ver. 9. In general, you 
will find him gracious and merciful, »nd one that will not turn away his 

jacc from you, if you feek htm, notwhmftaudiugthe provocation you have 



forward 

and zealous, that the priefts and Levites blufhed to fee themfelves out- 
done by the commonalty, to fee them more ready to bring fa crilices, than 
they were to offer them. This put them upon fanclifying themfelves. ver. 
16. that the work might not Hand ftill for want of hands to carry it on. 
The notice we take of the zeal of others, Ihould make us aihamed of our 
own coldnefs, and quicken us not only to do our duty, but to do it well, 
and to fanclify ourlelves to it. They did according to the duty of their 
place, ver. 10. fprinklin** the blood upon the altar, which was a type of 
Chrilt our pullover facriheed for us. 

3. The irregularities they were guilty of in this folemnity, • The fub- 
ftance was well managed, and with a great deal of devotion ; but befides 
that it wus a month out of time, (1.) The LexHtcs tailed the pajfover, which 
Ihould have been done by the pnefts only, ver. 17* They alfo afCfted 
more than ordinarily the law allowed in offering the other facrifices, parti* 
cularly thofe who were for the purifying of the unclean, many, of which 
there was now occafion for. Some think it was the offerers work not the 
priefts, that the Levites had here the charge of. Ordinarily every man 
killed his Iamb, but now fur thofe that were under any ceremonial pollution 
the Levites did it, (2.) Many were permitted to eat the paffover that were 
not purified according to the ftrictnefs of the law, ver* 18. This was the 
fecond month, and they had no warrant to put them off farther to the third 
raoath, as if it hud been the firft month the law hud permitted them to eat it 

the 
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the fecond. And they were loth to forbid them communicating at all, 
left they mould difcourage new converts, and (end them awuy complain- 
ing, whom they defircd to fend away rejoicing;. Grotius ohferves from 
thia, that ritual inftitutioiis n]uit give way not only to a public ncceffity, 
liut to a public benefit and advantage. 

4. Hezekiah 's prayer to God for trie forgivenefa of this in egularity. It 
was his zeal that had called them together in fuch hufte, and he would 
not that any (tiould fare the worfe for being ftraitened of time in their pre- 
paration: he therefore thought himfelf concerned to be an interceffor for 
thofe that eat the pajjucer olherwife than it is written, that there might 
not be wrath upon them from the Lord. His prayer was, 

I. Afliort prayer, buttothepurpofe. The good Lord pardon every one in 
thfc congregation that has fixed, engaged, or prepared his heart to thofe fer- 
yices, though the ceremouial preparation be wanting. Note, 1. The great 
thing required in our attendance upon God in folemn ordinances is, that 
we prepare our hearts to feck him; that we be fincere und upright in all we 
do, and the inward man be engaged and employed in it, aud we make 
heart-work of it; It is all nothing without this. Behold, thou desirejl truth 
in the inward part. Hezekiah doth not pray that this might be difpenfed 
with, nor that the want of other things might be pardoned where there 
was not this, for this is the one thing needful, that we feck God, his favour, 
his honour, und that we fet our hearts to do it. 2. Where this lincerity and 
iixednefs of heart is, yet it is poflible there may be many defects and in- 
firmities, both the frame of the fpirit and the performance of the fervice 
ihortof the purification of the Jancluary. Corruptions not fo fully con- 
quered, thoughts not fo clofely fixed, attentions notfo lively, faith notfoo- 
perative as it mould be, here is a defect in fanctuury-purifi cation ; there is 
tjothing perfect under the fun, nor ajitjl matt that doth good, andsinneth not. 
3. Thefe defects need pardoning, healing grace; for omifiions are fins in 
duty, as well as of duty. If God mould deal with us iu ftritl juftice accord- 
ing; *to the beftof our performances, we were undone. 4. The way to obtain 
pardon for our deficiencies in duty, and all theiniquitiesof our holy things, 
is to feek it of God by prayer; it is not fo a pardon of courfe, but that it 
mull be obtained by petition through the blood of Cbrift. 5. In this 
prayer we muft take encouragement from the goodnefs of God. The good 
JLord jyardon ; for when he proclaimed his goodnefs, he intffted mod Upon 
this branch of it, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrejjton and sin. 6. It is the duty 
of thblh that have the cnarge of others; not only to look to themfelves, 
but to thofe alfo that are under their charge, to fee wherein they are 
wanting, and to pray for (hem as Hezekiah here. See Job i. 5. 

C. A iuceefsfu! prayer : the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, was greatly 
uell-pleafed with his pious concern for the congregation, and in uufwer 
to his prayer healed the people, ver* GO. not only did not lay their fiu to 
their charge, but gracioufiv accepted ihcir fervices notwithstanding; for 
healing notes not only forgivenels, Jj'a. i\. 10. Pfatm ciii. 3. but comfort 
and peace, If a* lvii. Z8. Mai. Wi <&: 

2r. And the children of Ifrael that were preient at 
Jerusalem, kept the feait of unleavened bread feven 
days with great gladnefs : and the Levites and the 
prieits p railed the LORD clay by day, singing with 
load in liniments unto the LORD. 22. And Hezekiah 
fpake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught 
the good knowledge of the LORD ; and they did eat 
throughout the lea ft leven days, offering peace-offer- 
ings, and makingconfeffion to the LORD Godof their 
fathers. 23. And the whole aliembly took counlel to 
keep other feven days ; and they kept other feven days 
with gludnefs. 24.'For Hezekiah king of Judah did 
give to the congregation a thoufand bullocks, and le- 
ven thoufknd lheep ; and the princes gave to the con- 
gregation a thoufand bullocks, and ten tiioufand 
iheep ; and a great number of priefts fanc~fcified them- 
lelves. 25. And all the congregation of Judah, with 
the priefts and the Levites, and all the congregation 
that came out of Ifrael, and theitrangers that came 
out of the land of llrael, and that dwelt in Judah, re- 
joiced- 26. So there was great joy in Jerufalem ; for 
Ymce the time of Solomon the Ion of David, king of 
llrael, there -was not the like in Jerufalem. 27. 1[Then 
the prieits the Levites arofe, and bleffed the people ; 
and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up 
to his holy dwelling-place, even unto heaven. 

. After the paflbver followed the feaft of unleavened bread, which conti- 
nued feven days. How that wasobferved w* are here told, and every thing 
in this account looks plea&nt aud lively. 

1. Abundance of facrifices were offered to God in peace-offerings, by 
which they both acknowledged and implored the favour of God, and on 
partoTwhich the offerers feafted with their friends during thefefeven days, 
ver. 32. In token of their communion with God, and the comfort they 
took in his favour, and their;reconci nation to him. To keep up this part 
of the fervice that God's. altar mi ght be ; abundantly regaled with the fat 
and blood, and his priefts and people with the flefli of the peace-offerings. 
Hezekiah gave out of his own ftock one thoufand bullocks, and feven thou- 
fand fheep, and the princes, excited by his pious example, gave the fame 
number of bullocks, and a greater number of (beep, and alt for peace- 
offerings, ver* 24. By this God was honoured, the joy of the feftivnl was 
kept up, and the ftrangers were encouraged to come again to Jerufalem. 
It was generoufly done of the king and the princes, thus plentifully to 
entertain the whole congregation ; but what is a great eftate good for, but 
that it puts men into a capacity of doing fo much the more good. Chrift 
feafted thofe that followed him. I believe neither Hezekiah nor his 
princes, were the poorer at the year's end for this their pious liberality. 

3. Many good prayers were put up to God with the peace-offerings, 
ver. 22. They made confrjjton to the JLord God of theirfathers, in which 
the inteutand meaning of the peace-offerings was directed, and explained. 
When the priefts fprinkled the blood and burnt the far, tjiey made cou- 
feflion, fo did the people when they feaftebt on their part. They made a 
jeligiousconfeflion of their relation to God and dependence upon him; a 
penitent confeffion of their fins and infirmities; a thankful confedion of 
God's mercies to them; and a fuppUcatory conlefixon of their wants and 
defires ; and in all tbeTe had an eye to God as the God of their fathers, a 
God iu covenant with them. 



3. There was a great deal of good preaching. The Levites (whofe office 
it was, Dent, xxxiii. lo.J taught the people the good knowledge of 'the Lord^ 
read and opened the fenptures, and inftructed the congregation concern* 
ing God, and their duty to him ; and great need there was of it, after fo 
long a famine of the word as had been in the laft return Hezekiah did not 
himfelf preach, but he fpake comfortably to the Levites that did, attended 
their preaching, commended their diligence, and aflu red them of his pro- 
tection and countenance, and thereby encouraged them to ftudy hard and 
take pains, and puta reputation upon them, that the people might refpect 
and regard them the more. Princes and magi Urates by owning and en- 
couraging faithful and laborious preachers, greatly ferve the intereft of 
God's kingdom among men. 

41 They fung pfulms every day, ver. SI. _ "The Levites and priefis praifea 
the Lord day by day , both withfongsond musical i nil rum cuts : Thusexpjef- 
fing their own, ad exciting one another's joy in God, and thankfulness to. 
him. Prailing God mould be much of our work in ourreiigiousuuemblies. 

5. Having kept the feven days of the fen ft in this religious manner, they 
had fo much comfort iu it that they kept other feven days, ver. 23. They 
did not inftirute any new worfhips, but repealed and continued the old. 
The ca(e was extraordinary, they had been long withoui the ordinance, 
guilt had been contracted h» the neglect of it. They had now got a very- 
great congregation togethi , >ud were in a devout ferious frame; tbey 
knew not when they m»gin - *** fuch another opportunity, and therefore 
could not find in theii hearU to part till they have doubled the time. 
Many of them were a great way from home, and had bnfiuefa in the 
country to look after, for being in the fecond month they ware in the midft 
of their harveft, yet they were in no hufte ti> return, the zeal of God's 
houfe made them forget themfelves and their fee ulur affairs. How fur 
unlike thofe who muffed at God's fervice, and fdid, What a wearinefs is 
it? or thofe who ufked, When wilt the fabbath be gone? The i'ervunis of 
God mould abound in his work. 

G. All this they did with gladitcfs, ver. '23. they all rejoiced, and parti- 
cularly the Jlravgers, ver. 25. So there was great joy inJeritfalcm, ver. \><j. 
ftever was the like tiuce the dedication of the temple in Solomon's time. 
Note, Holy duties fliould be performed with hoh gladrcfs.; we fiiould he 
forward to them, aud tnki? pleafui e in them, reliib the fweetuefa of com- 
munion with God, and Jook upon itas mattet of unfpeakable joy and com- 
fort that we are thus favoured, and have fuch earned s of everlaftingjoy. 

7* The congregation was at length difmiflVd witha fnlcmn blefling, ver* 
27. (I.) The prieft pronounced it; for h wan psirtol their office to blefs 
the people, Numb. vi. 22, 23. iu which they were both I he peoples mouth 
to God, by way of prayer; und God's mouth to the people byway of pro- 
mife; for their bkfling included both. In it they teftilied both their deli re 
of the peoples welfare, and their dependence upon God aud that word of 
bis grace, to which they commended him. What a comfort is it to a con- 
gregation to be fent home thus crowned? (2.) God laid Amen to it. The 
voice of the priefts, when they bleffed the people, was heard in heaven, and 
came up to the habitation of God's holinefs. When they pronounced the 
blefling, God commanded it, and perhaps gave fome feuiible token of the 
ratification of it. The prayer that comes up to heaven in a cloud of i«- 
cenfe, will corny down again to this earth in fliowers of bleflings. 
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We have here a farther account of that bleffed reformation which 
kiah was the glorious injtrumcnt of, and what farther happy advances 
he made in it. (l.) All the remnants of idolatry were de/t rayed and 
aholifhed, ver. 1. (2.) The priefis and Levites were fit to work again*, 
every man in his place, ver. 2. (3.) Care was taken for their main- 
tenance. (1.) The royal bounty to the clergy, andforthefupportof 
the tempfe-fervice, was duly paid, ver. 3. (2.) Orders were given 
for the rais'mg of the peoples quota, ver.. 4. (3.) 7 Vie people t/tere- 
upon brought in their dues abundantly, ver. 5 — 10. (4. CommiffionerS 
were appointed for the due di/fribution of what was brought zn, ver. 
11 — ly. Laflly, Here It the general praife of Hezekiah' s sincerity in 
all his undertakings, ver. 20, 21. 

J. TVJOW when all this was liniflied, all Ifrael that 
±\ were prefent went out to the cities of Judah, 

and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the 
groves, and threwdown the high places, and the altars 
out of all Judah and Benjamin, inEphraim alfo and 
Manafieh, until they had utterly deftroyed them all. 
Then all the children of Ifrael returned every man to 
his polfeHioninto their own cities. 2. fl" And Hezekiah 
appointed the couriesof the priefis and the Levites af- 
ter their courles, every man according to his fervice, 
the prieits and Levites for burnt-offerings, and. for 
peace-offerings, to minifterand to give thanks, and to 
praiie in the gates of the tents of the LORD. 3. He ap~ 
pointed alfo the king's portion of his fubitance, for the 
ournt-offerings, to wit, for the morning and evening 
burnt-offerings, and the burnt-offerings for the fab- 
baths, and for the new moons, and for the fet feafts,as it 
iff written in the law of the LORD. 4. MoreoverJ&e 
commanded the people that dwelt in Jeru fal em, t ogive' 
the portion of the priefts and the Levites, that they 
mightbeencourgedin the law of the LORD. 5. ^ And 

as loon as the commandment came abroad, the children 
of Ifrael brought in abundance the firft-fruits of com, 
wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increale of the 
field and the tithe of all things brought they in abun- 
dantly. 6. And concerning the children of Ifrael and 
Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they alfo 
brought in the tithe of oxen and fheep, and the tithe of 
holy things which were confecrated unto the LORD 
their God, and laid them by heaps. 7. In the third 
month they began to lay the foundation of the heaps-, 
and finilhed them in the feventli month. 8. And when 
Hezekiah and the princes cameahdfawthebeaps,they 

. ' bleffed 
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bieffed the LORD and his.pcdple Ifracj. <hThenile- 
zekiah queitioned with the prielisancUiieLevitescon- 
eeming the heaps. 10. And Azariah the chief prielt 
of the houie of Zaclok, anlVered hiin and faid; Since! 
the people, began to bring theoiFerings into the'houfe of 
the.LOIlD, we have had enough to eat, and have left* 
plenty ; for the LORD hath btefied his people 5 and 5 
that which is left is this great ftorc. * ; * 

. .We have here an account of what was done after tlie paflaver:, What- 
was wanting in the foleinhities of preparation for \t before, was roadt; up 
in that which is better, u due improvement of it after. When theVeli- 
glori * exereifes of a Lor<l\s-day or a communion are fimfiied, we niuft not 
think that then the work is done : No, then the hard eft part of our work 
Ikhjins, which is to exemplify the impretfious oi' tlie ordinance upon our 
ininds in all the iuftauces of a holy converfation. So it was here; when 
Uil this was finifhed, there was more to be done. 

I. They applied themfelves with vigour to deftrny all the monuments 
of idolatry. The king had done what hd could of this kind, 2 Jungs xviii, 
4. hut Hie people could difcover thofe proline relics, which efeaped the 
rye of the kind's officers, and therefore they went out to fee what they 
cuiild do, ver. 1. This was done immediately after the puflbver* Note, 
The comfort of communion with God ffcould kindle in Ub a holy zeul 
and indignation a gain ft tin, acquit) ft every things that is ofleufive to God. 
If our hearts have boeti made to burn within us at an ordinance, that 
fpirit of burning will confurnethe dials of corruption, JF/tat have X wow 
to do any more with idols? Their zeal here in deft roving the images and 
groves* the high places and altars* appeared, (1.) In that they did this not 
only in the cities of Judah and Benjamin, but in thole of Ephraiui and 
Manuffeh; ftnnc think thofe cities are meant, which were come under 
the protection and the jurifditfion of the kings of Judah; others think, 
that Hnfhea king of HVael nut forbidden it, their zeal carried them out 
to the deft ruction of idolatry, even in many parts of his kingdom. At 
leaft thofe that came oat of Ephraim and Mnnuflch to keep thu pullover, 
as many did*, chap. xxx. 19. deftroyed all their own images and groves, 
and did the like for as many more as they had influence upon, or could 
niake an mtereft in for leave to do it: we fhonld not only reform our- 
felves, but do all we can to reform others too. (i.J They deftroyed all, 
they -Utterly deftroyed all, they'fpared none for favour or afte£Vmn either 
to the images or to their worfl)ippers; though never fo ancient, never so 
Softly, hever.fo beautiful, and never fowell patronised, yet they mod all 
down. Thofe that ttneercly fet themfelves a gain ft liu, will fetthemfelves 
h gain ft all lin, (3.) l^hey would not return to their houles, though they 
had been 'long abfcnt, till this w;is done: They could not be eaiy, nor 
think themfelves fafe in their cities, as long as the images and groves, 
thVSjo betrayers and deftroyers of their country, were left ftandiag. Per- 
haps the prophet Ifuiah pointed to this, when a little before he i'poke of 
a'&ty in whicli men fli'ould caft away the very idols that themfelves had 
made. So fiirpriling was the blefted change, Ifa. iu 20* — xxsi. (>, 7* 

2. Hezekiah revived and rcftored the courfes of the priefts and Levites 
which. Duvid hatlappoitxted, and which had of late been put out of 
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iit: And they alfo hlejjed the people* i. c. commended them for their- do- 




rev. 2. The temple-tWrnce was put into method a^ain, to run in the old 
channel: Kvery man wasihade to know his work, his place, his time, and 
what was expefted from him. Good order contributes much to the carry- 
-iugdu of .'a tjood work* The priefts were appointed itx their.couries for 
&amt-q/ferin<*$ and pcacc-qfferiiigs y the Levites in their coux?esivcreibme 
to oiiuilter to. the priefts, others to give thanks and praifc. See 1 Citron. 
*ocin, 4, 5. And all this in the gates or courts of the tents of the 
Lord. The temple is here called a tent, becaule the. temple-privileges 
are movable things, and this. temple was shortly to be removed* 
; 3,'I te appropriated a branch of the revenue of his erowu to the main- 



fettled mihittry will not jjvudjje the expencc of it. 

* 

I * 

1 z Then Hezekiah commanded to p repare cham- 
bers iu the houle of the LORD ; and they prepared 
them. 12; And brought in the offerings, and the tithes, 
and the dedicated things faithfully: over which Couo- 
niah the Levite xcas ruler, and Shiniei his brother was 
the next. 13. And Ja-hiel, and Azariah, and Nahath, 
and Afahel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eiiel; 
and lliiiaehiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, were over- 
leers, under the hand of Cononiah, and Shimei his 
brother, at the commandment of Hezekiah the king, 
and Azariah the ruler of the houfe of God. 14, And 
Kore the lbn of Imnah the Levite, the porter toward 
the eaiij w over the free-will offering of God, to 
ditiribute the oblations of the LOUD, and the moft 
holy things., is. And next Imntcere Kden, and Mi- 
nianiin, and Jefliua, and Shemaiah, Amariah,audShe- 
caniah, in the cities of the prielt, in their let office, 
to give to their brethren byt:ourles,as well to the great 
as to the linall. 16. Eelide their genealogy of males, 
from three years old and upward, tvai unto every one 
thatentereth into the houle of the LORD, his daily- 
portion for their fervice in theircharges, according to 
their courfes ; 3 7. Both to the genealogy of the priefts 
by the houle of their fathers, and the Levites from 
twenty years old and upward, in theircharges by their 
courles ; 13. And to the genealogy of all their little 
ones, their wives and their fons, and their daughters, 
through ail the congregation :foriu their let office they 
lanclmed themfelves iiVfrolhieJs;. Alio of the fons 
of Aaron the priefts, which were in the fields of the 
luburbs of ftbeifr oities^in every feverai city, the men 
tliat were exprefled by name, to give portions to ail the 
males a.mong the priefts, and. to all that. were reckoned 
by genealogies, among, the Levites.!. ;S0. And thus 
did Hezekiah throughout ajji Jadah,and wrought.//^ 
which wan, good and right ; aud trj>th before the LOUD 
Ins God. 2-K And hi every .work tJ]al>he j hegan in the 
fervice of the lioufe of God is .and inthe Jaw and in the 
commandments to leek: Jiis^ God/ he-did" it with all 
his heart; and profpered. 



+cnancu amJ ltipport of the. altar-; though the people were to ha at the 

daily offerings, and thofe on thei'ubbuths, new -moons, ami j ing ch'urch-jnu'tters;'- having. put 
ieitrts, ynt rather than they (hould be burdened uith theexpeure, lie a J- J Tire tithes'dnd other holy things being brought in, he provided, 



dmr^e of tlie 



Here is, 1. Two particular inftunees of tliecarepf Hezekiah concera- 

t!>em into good order, to keep thein i'u. 



lowed, out of Ins. own efiate, or oat of. the exchequer ior ull tliofe Ofler- 
ings, ver. 3. it was a generous acl of. piety, wherein he confulted Goal's 
honour, and his peoples eafe, as a faithful fervant to him, and and u ten- 
der lather to: them. Let princes and great men reckon that well- be- 
ftciwgri'/uuA'ibt'bfit ;"to the befl- xntereft, which tlie^' give Tor the iupport 
athftncMirnjjembirt oi' rWigion in 'their icortntrv, ' ' : 

Ue.ifntt.-d ottt :<n;orxIer to the inhalHtHots'of. JeruCdem firltj vcr. 4. 
ithut thev.who were neureft the temple, and bwtK laved and got by. bcimr fo, 
nutsht "jve a iroode\anmle to others) but wnien xvas afterwards extended to. 





UiUrcbtto' bj* the'Uro to lite pribfts dud - 

^^.•fted.'ivbicli-iTvule the; work to-be-nje^lucl^di iFor.u fcnndalous maiDU;- 
nance niakp5 a feiipclaiou« miniftry-, , •Ku.LlJe^kjah.havin^liimfelf been; 

to die tenti|jler ' 
eftorin^ totne j 

^"ricftfi'irhdJievites their prtrttoli{')h6b'fl^/ilr^//tf /^/Aid0M^^lftii> iheUam ', 
•efWit*) Lard, i» the f>u;dy..of it, -ujidjin; doing the'fr ;duty aacoixho^ to "it. I 
Observe ue.ro, (i.) fThut i.t is lit miuiiters.lh^uld.bc not oidyvmaintaiiied! 

1btlt*vkc6«rifgea,;aiat t]jey flfouTil uorAnly ,ue/kept to do their «vorl£,'bttV 
thdt Hk^.moiVlil^dm'«ave;WhVr , f^£V^4i\'e i poiiifor'mbly, thatthey-^hvj 
Sirilfjwiih^'cheari'ulriefe. - (Q.) TlKitye^ftho'yf'Jire to-be inaintamed,mot'iuj 

" 1 ' " up^* f .y rjde; and luN VlT^rbu " (Aft luto <jf •tfac.^fandj *P» their obteruq «ie j 

■S- { 
they 

cotnirtetricl-t 



(J.) Thut thby ^ioultl :be cttrefnJIy laid up, and not left expofed jj> 
loofe heaps,, li;ib!d' tp be wafted and' embezzled ; he ordered chambers to 
be made reaij v. in ibme of the.4j*oiirt> off the temple Tor liore-clmuibers, 
ver. 11. and lii to them the ioller.iugs were* brought,, and'tlicre kept under 
lock anil keyi rcr. J2, IS. Trcafurers or ftore^keeper? w,ere flppouited, 
which luitlitiic overlightof them to 'Ice tUnttmoih an& n»//-dld not cor- 




un'efitouragcmeut r to people* to 'pay- io'tlfeir coniributiomi. That will be 
given cheerfully to. the piiUicf whhm, ttppcara to^-be iveli. Uufbanded*. ft' 
. v (2.) TJuit tNyfliouId,l^:YaithfulI x Jiu^.put ^b^ ufes tltey wens. mi- 
tended lor.. Cli*.?rdi-treafnres are not to be iioardedjany longer than till 
there is octiifion for them, even the rult' will 'be ! i witiief* againff them 
that do. Officers were appointed, men (no doubt) of approved wifejom 
and faitljfnhiefc, to tif/fribirtetfieybfaiioti&(ij y the : -t)ordi ' tend We mo'/i hv/u 





Igtither^lnuTor GilfI f wis to lilf 
Script jon| m<iy! b e| tjv >a-jnpitnsr fafiiwkmdi ; vyet: it (cannot bo vfrte&titS&firo nmi 




-tit tpt iiWl h ot u fir iwHnt-ynis jia i d 'in v bu t ih oi i iHtub j t Ai\ i th o*'?. ^ cirJ o. : 
Scinch it wbi uufwered,, t}ia]tjthey rliad -.made%ufc»of afWtbey h:id7occ" 



_ -To. 
luUoccafioir 

lies, and /for tlieir- 

and nbo.vQ K ijcT. 10.. 
to ffeevr what plen- ; 

'ti/ul.ni^cilfon Godffcy His^llnviharfmadeibr'thein.vif diey eonltlfbUthave 
it col leered -and 'brought in... And tbfit tliey.wJtc^conrci^otiaaflyj^aveGSeid' 

hi4 dues out of their- eftStW.u. hr>n<* n. lilnfitmr nnnn nl) t\»gm> li .■•»*»< 





^preyentTuehrinecrnality' thereoffice'es were 
B«porrib^in-^4HMfcrt>F^BeJbcbtriea'br 




•houie of- God, not doii 
-wetfetflary ; now bccaoJle 
•kentthut^they ihoaftl' m 
Tnuc^y 4 *hemlel'vt»s *to 



mcrr jczromcc 

miWflfry.-^tlve 






Jtiag. u. iy. : * 'pry* me, - laiin t*od, 1 1 you will 'not-othebvifetrua 
-mifi,' ir.btithe^:upoii.ypuuib«ngiogthe/titljg8;u7t0 the Itore^iouTeyiyou.ajfeie] 



uutrdiibr the male children even at that tender age,' it fiiems, wereal lowed 





uponcne pirrn or a-enira. ^5.] i ne pnetts in the country; that'll ved in Me 
feldsoftlmfuburbs, were not overlooked in thistnroiftration; verSigi They 
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nlfo had tlnjir fljfire who wero inhabitants of the villages, though they may 
hit J'uppofcd to live ;it a Ids ex pen re, 

L*..A gone ml character ofiie/ekjah's fervicca forthefupportof religion, 
ver. 20, i* I • (1.) That his pious zeal readied to all the parts of his king- 
dom, //wa' ha did throughout all Judah, every part of the country, and not 
thole only that lay next him flmred in the^ood fruit* uV hi> **ovi'mint»nt« 
(2.) That he fiucercly detiiroed to pleafe God, and approved himfHf to 
hi in in all lie did; he wrought that ivhiv.li was good before thcLord his (idd; 
all his care was to do that which fliould he accepted of God, which was 
ri^ht, {i.e. ngrcciihlc to natural equity) and truth (i.e. agreeable to divine 
revelation, and his covenant will) God) before the Lord; to do according to 
that law which is holy, juil and good. (3.) That what he began he went 
through with, proiecuted it with vigour, and did it with all Ah heart. (4.) 
That all his good intentions were brought to a good ifiue; whatever he 
did in the frrvlcuof the hovile of Clod, and in the government of his king- 
dom, he profpered in it. What is undertaken with a lincere regard to the 
glory of God, will fucceed to our owu honour and comfort at laft. 

C H A P. XXXIT. 

This chapter continues and concludes the hi/lory of the reign of Hezekiah. 
(I.) The def cent which Sennacherib made upon him, and the care he 
tool: to fortify himfelf, his city, and the minds of his people, again ft 
that enemy, ver. 1 — -8. The iufuleut hlqfphemous letters and nief- 

J'ages ivhich Sennacherib fen t him, ver. J) — iy. (3.) 'J he real anfwer 
God gave to Sennacherib* s blajphcmics, and to Hczekiafis prayers, in 
the total rout of the AJ/yrian army to the fhar.ic of Sennacherib, and 
the honour of 'Uczckiah, ver. 20 — 23. (4.) SJezvktali s stcknejs and his 
recovery from that, his sin and his recovery from that, with the honours 
that attended him living and dead, ver. 24 — 3 J. 

1. A FTER/Z/^ctliingsanfltlieeftablinimentMcrc^ 
_l \ Sennacherib king of Ally ria came, and entered 
into Judah, and encamped againfl the fenced cities, 
and thought to win them for himfelf. a. And when 
Hezekiah law that Sennacherib was come, and that he 
■was purpofud to fight againft Jerufalem: He took 
couufbl with his princes and his mighty men, to Hop 
the waters of the fountains which xverc without the 
city : and they did help him. 4. So there was gathered 
much people together, who ftopped ail the fountains, 
and the brook that ran through the miditof the J and, 
laying, Why mould the king of Aflyria come, and rind 
much water? 5. Alfo lie (trrrigthencc! himfehyind built 
up all the wall that was broken, and railed it up to the 
towers,. and another wall without and repaired Mil lo 
in the city of David, and made darts and ihields in 
abundance. 0*. And he let captains of war over the 
people, and gathered them together to him in the 
ftreet of the gate of t he city, and fpake comfortably 
to them , faying, 7. Be ftrong and courageous, be not 
afraid nor difmayed for the king of Aflyria, nor for all 
the multitude that is wilh him: tor there be more with 
us than with him. s. With him /.van arm of flefh, but 
■with us is the LOUD our God, to help us and to 
fight our battles. And the people relied thexnlelves 
upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

l.TTcrc ii»t X* The formidable? drfiyrn of Scnnacherih agniiifi [Texekiairs 
kingdom, and die t'iuorous attempt he made upon it. Thisi Scijuuclievii* 
was now, as Ni J liuf B lnii1nt B //ur wn« sifienvrirds, t ho terror and fcourge and 
great opprellor of that" part of tbv norld. that ;:i;wri to raife a boun<lh>i> 
monarchy for himfelf upon tin- ruins of all hi* noij^h hours; his predeceffor 
Sulmanairur had lutt-lv made hitnfeif uiuHcr of the kingdom of ifraH, and 
carried the ten trihes capti\ l j m : Seimaehevih thought in Iik<? utauuer to wiiv 
Juduh to himfelf. Pride and nmhltion put men upon graipingat uutverinl 
dominion; and it is ohlervahle that juh ahoul this time Rome «rsi< htiiltby 
Romulus, a city which afterwards came to reign more than any other had 
done over the Icings of the earth. Sennachcrih/iuvaded Judah immediately 
after the reformation of it, and the re-eft ablifluuent of religion in it. Afar 
thefe things he entered into Judah, ver- I. {!.) It was well orderedvby the 
divine providence that he did not give them this difhirbniicc 1 iielWe the 
reformation was tinifhed and eftuhlHhed, which mighr have put a flop to 
it. (-2.) Perhaps he intended tochuflife Hezekiah for defrroying that ido- 
latry, which he himfelf was devoted to; he looked upon Hezekiah as profane 
in what he had done, and that he had thrown himfelf out of the divine 
protection, and might therefore he eafily made a prey of. (3.) God order- 
ed it at this time that he might have an opportunity of ilicwhigidmfelf 
ftrong on the behalf of this returning reforming people. He brought 
thU trouble upon them that he might have the honour, and might put 
on them the hcjntiur of their deliverance. Aficr thefc things and the ef- 
lal/li/hmcnt thereof one would exjivft to hear of nothing but; perfeft pertee, 
and that none durft meddle with a people thus qualified for the .divine 
favour, yet the next news we hear is, that a threatening deftroying army 
enters the country, and is ready to lay all wafte: it is pofiible we may be 
in the way of our duty, and yet meet with trouble and danger: God 
orders it fo for ihe trial* of our confidence in him, and the numifeihition 
of his Cure concerning «s. The little oppolition which Sennacherib met 
with ia entering J luhib, made hint think of nothing hut all was his own. 
.He thought to zcin all the fenced eities* ver. I. and purpoll-d to fght 
c^ahf/l Jervfahm* ver. 2. See 2 Kings xviii. 7- — 13. V 

The preparation which Hezekiah prudently made agahifr tliis ftorm 
that threatened him. ' lie took counfel with his princes what he fliould do, 
What meafijres he fhould take, nn<l with their advice he provided, (l.) 
That t!ie country Hlotdd gi\*e him a cold reception, for he took cafe he 
fliould find no water in it, and then his army muft pert Hi for thirft* or # ut 
l^ai) that there fliould Ue a fearcity of watt j r 5 by which it would be weaken- 
ed, and disiitted for ferviee. A powerful army* if it want water but a- few 
<hivs, will be but a heap of dry duff. All hands were fet on work prefently • 
tujlop up the fountains and the brook that ran through the midji of thclahd % \ 
ttmnngthut (it-ia probable) into the city by pipes under ground. Such as 
this is the noliey commonlv pra6lifed now-a-duys of deftvoyiag the forage 
Ko. LXV/ 
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l)t'lorf nn invading army. (2.) That f lie city Humid i^irchim a tvdrm, re- 
ception: in order to lliis he repaired the walls, raifed towers, and made 
darts, or us it is in the ruargi n, fwords or weapons, and iliields in abun- 
dance, ver.Sj. and appointed captains, t-.'cr. C. Note, 'I'ljofe that truft God 
with their fafety, mutt yet ule proper means for their iulety, ello they tempt 
him, and do not trull him. God will provide, but ib mutt we alio. 

:}. The encouragement which he gave to his people, to depend upon 
God in his ditrrefs. fie gathered them together in a broad open ftreet, 
and fpake comfortably to them, ver. C. He had a good heart on it himfelf, 
and was confident it would illue well ; was not like his father, who had 
much guilt to territy him, and no faith to encourage him; fo that in a time 
of pnhlie danger his heart was moved, as the trees of wood arc moved with 
the tcind,and then no marvel that the heart of his people wasfo too, Ifa. vii. g. 
With what he fatd, he put life into his people, his cap*taius efpeciully", 
and fpoke to their heart, as the word is. (I .) He endeavours to keep down 
their fears. lie, ftrong and courageous, do not think of furrendering the 
city or capitulating;, but refolve to hold itoutlo the laft man : do not think 
of lofing the city* nor of foiling into the enemy's hand; there is no danger. 
Let the foldiers be hold and brave, make ^ood their pofts, flaad to their 
arms and tight manfully, and let the citizens encourage them to do fo. 
lie not afraid or difmayed fur the king ofsfjjyria. The prophet had tiius 
encouraged them from God, Jfa. x.' i>4. Be not afraid of the AQ'yrian ; 
and here the king from him. Now it was that tftu sinners in Zion tacrc 
afraid, Jfa. xxxiii. 1 J. but the righteous dwell on high, ver. I5« IG\ and 
meditated terror fo as to conquer it, ver. 18. which refers to thrs here. 
He endeavours to keep up their faith, in order to the (Hearing audfup- 
pretling of their fears. He hath a multitude with him, and yrt there be 
more with us than with him: for we have God with us, and how many do 
you reckon him for? with him is an ami of tleth, which he t wills to; hut wit A 
us is the Lord, whole power is irretiliihle ; our God, whole proiuife is in- 
violable ; a God in covenant with iiSttohe/p ms, and to jight our ha: ties, not 
only to help us to tight thtin, but to tight them for us, if he plt-alV.-ili.; 
and lb be did here. Note, a believing confidence in Ged will ht_lp uj 
above the prevailing fear of man. He that f caret h the fury of 'the opprifjlr* 
/brgctleth the Lord his maker, Ifa. li. 1*2, 13. It is likely, Hezekiah laid 
more to this purpofr, and the people refu-d themlVlves upon what he laid, 
not merely upon his word, but on the things he laid concerning the pre- 
tence of God with them and his power to relieve them. The ! e ef ol this 
made them eafv. Let the good fubjecls and foldicra of Jefu» Ciirift "reft 
theinfelves thus upon his word, and boldly fay, Since God is for us, who 
can be againji us/ 

9.*jf After this did Sennacherib king of Aflyria lend 
hi.s iervants to Jernfalem( but 1 te him-scl} /aidtsiegeogmtiih 
Lacliilh, and all his power wit h Iiim) unto Hezekiah 
king of Judah, and unto nll.Tudah that awe at Jerufa- 
lem, faying, J 0. Tim* faith Sennacherib king of Afly- 
ria, Whereon do you truft, that ye abide in the (iege in 
Jerufalcin? J 1. Doth not Hezekiah perfuade you to 

give o ve r y ou rf elves to die by famine and by tlAi.il, lay- 
ing, The LOUD our God fhali deliver us out of the 
hand of the king of Ah'Vria? 12. Hath not the fame 
Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, 
and commanded Judah and Jeruiaiem, laying, Ye lhall 
worfhip before one altar, and burn iucenle upon it? 
13. Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto 
all the people of other lands ? were the gods of the na- 
tions of thole lands any ways able to deliver their lands 
out of mine hand? 14. Who tccta there among all the 
gods of thole nations, that my fathers utterly deftroyed; 
that could deliver his people out of mine hand, that 
your God fhould be able to deliver you out of mine 
hand? 15. Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive vou, 
nor perfuade you on this manner, neither yet believe 
him : for no god of any nation or kingdom was able 
to deliver his people out of mine hand and out of the 
hand of my fathers: how much lefs lhall your God 
deliver you out of mine hand ? 16". And his fervants 
fpake yet more againir the LORD God, and again ft 
his fervant Ilezekiah. 17. He wrote alio letters to 
rail on the LORD God of Ilrae 1 ., and to fpeak again 11 
him, laying, As the gods of the nations o£o!hsr lands 
have not delivered their people out of mine hand, fo 
lhall not theGod of Hezekiah deliver his peopleoutof 
mine hand, i s. Then they cried with a loud voice in 
the Jews fpeech unto the people of Jeruiaiem that were 
on the wall, to affright them, and to trouble them, 
that they might take the city. ly. And they fpake 
againft the God of Jeruiaiem as againft the gods of the 
people of the earth, which zcere the work of the hands 
of man . 20. And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and 
the prophet Iiaiah the Ion of Amoz, pra\ r ed, and cried 
to heaven. 21. If And the LORD lent an angel, 
which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the" 
leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Afly- 
ria : fo he returned with fhame of face to his own land. 
And when he was come into the houfe of his god, they 
that came forth of his own bowels, flew him there with 
the fword. 22. Thus the LOUD faved Hezekiah and 
the inhabitants of Jeruiaiem from the hand of Senna- 
cherib the king of Aflyria, and from the hand of all 
other, and guided them on every fide; 23. And many- 
brought gifts unto the LORD to Jerufalem, and pre- 
lents to Hezekiah king of Jiidah : fq that he was mag- 
nified in the fight of all nations from thenceforthV :; 

This ftory o£thc rage and blufphemy of Sennacherib, Hezekiah*s prayer, 
•and the deliverance of Jerufalem by the deftfuftioii of the Aflyrian array, 

9 I we 
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we had! more ut lur^e in the hook of Kinps 2 Kings %\\u. and xix* It 
is contracted here, yet lar^e enough to fliew tin- ft* t hree thum*: 

I- The impiety and malice of the church's enemies. Setiiuirherib Ikis 
bis hands full in bflie^in^LucIjinj^ vcr.Q. hut hears thut Hezekiah is fbrtu 
fyin^Jerufalem^indencours^in^his {ji'opteto itand it out; und therefore 
before he came in pot fon to beliege it ,he iWul* ind lenders to make f peoehe.s, 
and himfelf writes letter* to lienor I ic/.ckiulj and Ins people into u ftirrrn- 
derof the city. See (I.) His great mulice a^uinfl the kinj* of Judah, in 
endeavouring to withdraw his fubjefrs from llieir allejfianee to him. -Me 
doth not treat with Hezekinh ?n h man of honour would have done, nor 
propofe fuirterma to him, but ufeth means and bale artifices, unbecoming 
u crowned head, to terrify the common people and perfuade them to de- 
fert him : He reprefeuU Mozekiuh u* one thai deli^ncd tu deceive his fuh~ 
jefls into their ruin, and betray them to famine and thirji, ver. 1 1. a* one 
that had donetlu'tn great wrong, and ex poled them already to the divine 
pleaf.ireby taking away theh^b places and altars, rvr. 12, and thutngninft 
m the common inteteft of his people held out againlt a force that woidd 
certainly be their ruin, va\ 15. Ilia great* impiety ti 311111 ft the God 

of Jfrael, the God of Jerufalem he is called, ver. 19. bqcaufe thut whs. the 
place he had chofen to put his name there, and becnufe that was-tde 
place that was now thieutened by the em my* and which the divine pro- 
vidence had under its fpecial protection- This proud blafphemer com- 
pares the ^reat Jehovah the Maker of heaven Bud earth, with thedunghil:- 
t^nd* of the nations, the woik of mej^s hand?*, and thiuka hint no more 
able to deliver hi* worfltippers, than they were to deliver theirs, ver. IJ). 
As if an infinite and eternal Spirit Inftl no more wifdom and power thun 
a ftone or the ftock of a tree. He bnufh* of his triumphs over the £ods of 
the nations, that they could none of them profit their people, ver. 13 > 
14, 15, and thence infers not only, Hoic/hatl your <!od deliver yon? ver. 14- 
but os if he were inferior to them all, f/utc much frjh /ha// your God deliver 
yon ? as if he were lefn able to help than any ol them* Thus did they 
rail : rail in writing (which being more deliberate, is fo much the wnrle) 
on the Lord God of JJr<tel* as if he were a cypher and an empty name, 
like all the reft, ver*\T. Sennacherib in the inflruOions he gave, faid more 
than enough; but as if his blafphemies had been too little, hi« fervan?-, 
who learn* d infolence from- their nialrer, fpakcyet more than he bid tht-m 
againjt the Lord God, and his Jervunt Hezekiah * ver.lft And God relents, 
and will reckon for what i* find againft his le mints, as well as what is 
faid agaiuft hi m felt. And all this was intended to frighten the people 
from their hope in God; which David's enemies Ihuxht to take him oil 
from, Pfnh xu 1.— xhi.l 0. faying, There is no help for him in Gud* Pfai.iii. 
2. — lb '1 hus lie hoped to take the city by wvukeuiu^ the hands of 
thofe thut fliouM defend it. Satan in his temptations aims to delboy 

our faith in God's alUlufficieocy, knowing he gains his point if he can 
do that; as we keep our ^'ouml, if our faith JkU not, Luke xmi.32. 

2. The duty and inter*- ft of the chinches friends; and that in the 
day of df ft reft to pray and cry to heaven : So Hezekiah did uud the pro- 
phet Ifaiah, ver, -20. It wh* a happy time when the king; and the prophet 
joined thus in prayer. Is any troubled? Is any lerritiedr Let tin m pray: 
So we engage Gocl for as, fo we encourage ourfelvesin him. Piuyiug to 
God is here called crying to heaven, becanle we are in prayer fo o^e liitn 
a* our Father in heaven, whc.ice he beholds the children of men, u*:d 
where he has prepared his tin one. 

3. The power and fgnodneft of the church's God : He is able both to 
controul his enemies, be they never fo high, und to relieve his friends, Le 
they never fo low: And a* the Mafphetme* of bin enemies en^a^e him 
againft them, De.ut. xxatii.&T* fothe prayers of his people cn^aot* him for 
them; they did fo here : (1.) 'i he army of the Afiyrijfiffis was cut oft* by the 
fworcl of an angel, which triumphed pai tirulaib in the ^laiiuhter of the 
mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains, i\ho defied thefword 
of any mau. God dehuhts to abafe the proud and feeure. Ti)e Tar^um 
faith* The word of the Lord (the eternal Word) fent Gabriel to do tht&: 
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the bur/mess o/tiic ambailadors of the princes of B:iby- 
Ion, who ient unto him to enquire of the wandzr that 




rt 

they 

the ion of Amoz, and in the book of the kin^sof Ju- 
dah and- Ilrael. vs. And IleKckiah ilept with his 
fathers, and t.cy buried him in the ehieieftof the 
lepulchers of the ibihs of David: and all Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem did him honour at his 
death: and Manaffeh his ion reigned in his liead, 

Were we conclude the ftory of Hesekiab, with an account of three 
things conrerninjr him. 

1- His ficknefs, and his recovery from it, w. 27- It \$ but briefly 
mentioned here, we hull a large narrative of it, <± Kings xx. fits difeafe 
Teemed likely to be mortal. In the extremity of it lie prayed, God au- 
fvvered lnni, and gave him a flgn that he fljould tecover; tiie going bark 
or the fun ten decrees. 

2, Mis tin, and his rrpentancp for that; this was alTo more largely re* 
luted, 2 Kings xx. 12 9 Sfc. yetfeveral things are here obferved coiiceruing 
it, which we had not there. 

(10 The occafion of it was the king- of Babylmfs feuding an honour- 
able embaffx- to him to congratnlate his recovery : But here it i:; addtd, 
if uit they tame to inquire of the wonder that was done in the hind f vei\ ai* 
either the deftniftinn of the Alfyrian army, or I he goiu^ buck ot* the fun : 
H he AfTynans were their enemies, they came to enquire concerning their 
rail, that they tni^lit tnnmph in it: The fun wum their {rod, thev enrne 
toenquiK^ concerning the fiivou i he hnd fliewn to Hezekiuh, that thev 
mijflit honour him whom their God honoured, ver. 31. Thefe mrrncUs 
were wtouirht to alarm ainj awaken u ilupid < urek-fa world, and turn them 
from dumb and lame idols to the living God; and men were Hurtled by 
them, but not converted till a greater wonder was done in that land in 
the Hppeaiance of J el us Chrift, Matth. ii. I, «2. 

God left him to himfelf in it, to try him, ver, 31. God by tiie 
power of hit* almighty grace could have prevented the tin ; but he permit- 
ted it for wife and holy ends, that by this trial and his weaknef, in it he 
might know, i. r. it might be known (an unufual Hebraifu) that was in 
his hcurt; that he was not fi> perfect in gnice as he thought he was, but 
liad his follies ami ijjfiimities, as other men : God left hirn to himfelf to 
l»e pinm! of his wealth, to keep hi in from being proud of his holinefs. It 
is good for us to know ourfclves and our own wcaknefs and Gofulnefe, 
that we may. not be conceited, or felf- confident, but may always think 
meanly of ourfclves, and live in a dependence upon divine grace. We 
Know not :he corruption of our own hearts, nor what we (hall do if God 
leave um In onijelvcst. I.tmt% had n* vat into It ?nptation. 

(3.) II is fin was. 1 lint, his lit ail was Hj)ed vp, ver. -85. He was proud of 
the honour God had put upon him in lb many inftances; the honour hid 
neighbours did him in bringing bitii prefents": a:«d now that the king nf 
Ualiylou fliould feud an embaH'ay to bim to enref* and court h m ; this ex- 
alted him a^ove mca'fure. Whtm'fiezekiah had dbftroved other iclulnrrietf. 




to beg earneflly ol' God, that he:\vjll Jiide .pride from them and ahvavs 
keep ihem bumble ! 'SJJ^ 



(4.) The aggravation of his fin 



that ho made foil! a return to Gor! 



execution, and that was done by lightning! and in the pullover- night n&K ' ,is fl,l ' ours 10 n »m, making even thofe favours the food and fuel of his 

the night in which the angel deftroyed the firft-bom in Egypt. V4 ' r * 25. He rendered net again according to tke benefit done unto him. 

■ " * - ' ^' ' " v " ' * " ' - ! - ' ■ • IVote^ It is junly cn peered that they who have received mercy from God, 

fliould ftndy to make foinc fuitable ret nrns'foi the merries they have rc- 
£eived ; and if they do not, their ingratitude will certaiuly be- charged 
upon tbein. Though we cannot render an equivalent, or the payment 
of a debt, we in ufl render the acknowledgment of a favour, What Jiuiil 
Lrendcr, that may be nccepted? J'JitL c.wi. 1-2. 

. (5.) The divine difpleaiure he was under for this fin : though it wo? but 
a heart tin, and the overt act feetm d not only innocent but civil, the /hew- 
ing of his trcnfuri-s to a friend, yet wrath came upon him and his kingdom 
for it, rer. 25. Note. 1'ririe is a tin that God hates as much as any other, 
and particularly in his own people. They that exalt thcmfeives tnufl ex- 
peft ro be abated, and put under humbling providences. Wrath came 
on David for his p'idein numbering tiie people. 

(6\) I lis repentance for this (in. lie humbled himfetfjhr the pride of his 
heart. Note, .1. Though God may, for w ife and holy ends, fufter his peo- 
ple to fall into fin, yet he will not flitter them to lie (till in it; they Jhall 
not be VLtlcrhj cajl down. 2. Heart-fins arc to be repented of though they 
go no farther. 3. Se:f-huuiiliation is a neceflary branch of repentance. 4. 
Pride of heart, by which we have lifted up ourfelves, is a fin for which we 
ought in a fpecial manner to humble oui fehes. 5. People ought to mourn 
for the tins of their rulers. The inhabitants of Jerufa em humbled them- 
felves with Uezekiob • either becaufe they knew they had alfu been guilty 
ol the fume (in, or at lean feared they might fliare in the puntfhment*. 
When David in his pride numbered the people they_nll fmarted for it. 

(7«) The reprieve granted thereupon. The wrath came not in his days; 
while be lived there was pence and truth ; fo much doth repentance avail 
to put by, tr at leoft put off", the token of God's anger. - 

3. Here is the honour done to Hezekiah : ( 1 .} By t he providence of God 
while he lived. He had. exceeding much riches and honour, ver. 27. reple- 
nifhed his llores, victualled his camps, fortified his city; and did all he 
wifhed to do ; for God had given him'jahjiance very much, ver. 29. Among 
his great performances.bis turning the water cburfe of Gihon i«* mentioned, 
ver, 30. which was do tie upon occafion of .Sennacfierib's invafion, ver. 3, 4. 
The water had come into that which is called the old pool, Ifa.xxii.l3.and 
the upper poof, I fa. vii. 3. but he gathered the water* into a new place, for 
the greater convenience of the city, called the loiccrpool, I fa. xxii. 9- And 
in general, he prqjp'cred in all his works, for they were good works. (2.) 
By the refpecrs paid to his memory when he was dead. (l.J The prophet 
Iiaiuh wrote his life and reign, cer.32. His acts and his goodnefs, or piety, 
part of the honour of which is to be recorded and remembered for exam? 
pie to others. (C.) The people did hzvi honour at his death, ver. 33. buried 
him in the chiefeft of the feputehies, made as great burning for him as for 
Afa; or, which is a much greater honour, made great lamentation for him, 
as. for Jofiuh. See how the honour of ferious godlinefsis manifefted iti the 
consciences of men. Though it is feared the generality of the people did 
not heartily comply with the reforming kings, yet they could not but praife? 
their endeavours for reformation, iuid the memory of thofe kings was 
blefled amongthem. It is a debt we oiye to thofe who have been eminently 

" ufeiul 



that 

But that was not all, (-2.) The king of the Atl^'riaus having received this 
difgrace, was cut off by ihe fwoul of his own iorjs : They that came forth 
of his own bowel* Jh'tr him, ver CI. Thus was he mortified rirft, and then 
murdered; fliatned fiift, and then flain. Evil pur foes linnets; and when 
they efeape one mi (chief, they run upon another unfeen. 

Now by this woik of .wonder, (1.) God was glorified, as the piotector 
of his people: Thu- he fuved Jerufalem, noi only from the hand of Sen- 
nacherib, but from the hand of all other; lor Inch a deliverance as ibis 
was an earned of much mercy in ftore, and he guided them, i. e. he 
guarded them on every fide, God defends his people by directing them, 
fliews them what they fliould do, and fo faves them from what is deii^ned 
or done again ft them- For this many brought gifts unto the Lord, when 
they faw the great power of God in the defence of his people. Strangers 
were thereby induced to fuppticate his favour, and enemies to deprecate 
.his wrath, and both brought gifts to his temple in token of their cave and 
defire. (2.) Hezekiah was magnified as the favourite and particular care 
of heaven; many brought prefials to him. (ver. 22, 23.) in token of the 
honour they hnd for hi in, and to make an interell in him. By the favour 
of God, enemies arc loft, and friends gained. 

24. <f In thofe clays Hezekiah was lick to the death, 
and prayed unto the LOUD : and lie fpake unto him, 
and he gave him align. 25. But Hezekiah rendered 
not again according to the benefit done unto him, for 
his heart was lifted up : therefore there was wrath up- 
on him, and upon Judah and Jerufalem. l 26. Notwith- 
standing Hezekiah humbled himfelf for the pride of 
his heart {both he and the inhabitants of Jerufalem) 
fo that the wrath of the LORD came not upon them 
in the days of Hezekiah. 27. % And HezeTciah had 
exceeding much riches and honour: and he made him- 
felf treasuries for filver, and for gold, and for precious 
{tones, and for fpices, and for fhieids, and for all man- 
ner of pleafant jewels. 28. jStorehoufes alio for the 
lincreaie of corn, and wine, and oil ; and jftalls for all 
manner of beafts, and cotes for flocks. 2.9- Moreover, 
he provided him cities, and poileiiion of flocks, and 
.herds in abundance: - for God had given him fubilance 
; very much. 30. This fame Hezekiah alfb flopped the 
upper water- co urfe of Gihon, and brought it uraight 
down to the weft- fide of the city of DaVid - And He- 
\zekah profpered in all his worka- 31. f Howbeit, in 
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ufeful in their day, to do them honour at iho'xr death, when they are out of 
the reach of flattery, and u-e have feeu the end of their couvyrfatiou : 
The due payment of this debt, will be an encouragement to others to do 
likewile, 

. C H A P. XXXIil. 

* * 

Xn this chapter ice have the hijHry of the reign, 1. Of Manvffch* who 
reigned fang. (I.) His wretched apoflacy from fiW, and 'revolt to 
idolatry and all wickednrfs, ver. 1 — 10. ('^.) His happy return to 
God iii his affliction ; his repentance, ver. 1 1 — 13. His reformation, 
ver. 15 — If/and prosperity, ver. 14. with the conclusion of his reign, 

ver. lo : i(J. l l. Of Amoxty who reigned very wickedly, ver. -ill — 53. 

and Joan ended /.is days unhappi/y, ver. 24, if5. 

r 

1, 4TANASSEH «w twelve years old when he 
l\jL began to reign, and he reigned fifty and five 
vears in Jerufalem : ■ Q. Bat did that which was evil in 
the fight of the LORD, like unto the abominations 
of the heathen, whom the LOUD had call out before 
the children of Ifrael. 3. if For he built again the 
high places, which Hezekiah his father had broken 
down,- and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made 
groves, and worshipped all the holt of heaven, and 
ferved them. 4. Alfo he built altars in the houfe of 
the LORD, whereof the LORD had laid, in Jerufa- 
lemlhall my name be forever. .5. And he built altars 
for all the holt of heaven, in the two courts of the 
houfe of the LORD. 6\ And he cau fed his children 
to pals through the fire in the valley of the ion of 
liinnom : alfo lie obferved- times, and ufed enchant- 
ments, and ufed witchcraft, aud dealt with a familiar 

fpirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the 
light of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. 7- And 
he let a carved image (the idol which he had made) 
in the houfe of God, of which God had Paid to David, 
and to Solomon his fon, In this houfe, and in Jeru- 
salem, which I have choien before all the tribes of 
Ifrael, will 1 put my name for ever. S. Neither will I 
any more remove the foot of Ifrael from out of the 
land which I have appointed for your fathers: fo'that 
they will take heed to do all that I have commanded 
them, according to the whole law,' and the ftatute 
and ordinances by the hand of Moles, o. So Manaf- 
fehmade Judah and the inhabitants of Jerufalem to 
err, and to do worfe than the" heathen, whom the 
LORD had destroyed before the children of llrael. 
JO. And the LORD fpake to Manafieh, and to his 
people: but they would not hearken. 

We have here an account of the wickednefs of Mnnaflch, it is the fame 
almoft word for word with that which we had, 2 Kings xrX 1 — Q. and took 
a melancholy viewed it; it is nofuch pleating fubje&thatwe fhould delight 
lo dwell upon it agmn. This foolifli young- prince, in contradiction to the 
pood example and pood education his father »ave him, abandoued himfelf 
to all inifilt ty, transcribed the abominations of the heathen, ver* 2. ruined 
the eftablifhed religion, and unravelled hisfudmr's glorious reformation, 
ver* 3- profaned the houfe of God with his idolatry, rer. 4, 5. dedicated 
his children to "Moloch, and made the devil's lying oracles his guide* and 
councilor?, ven 6* In contempt of the choice God made of Sion to be his 
reit for ever, and Ifrael to be his covenant people, ver. 8- and the fair 
terms he flood upon with him ; he embraced other god**, profaned God's 
chtffen temple, and debauched hi:* ehofeii people, he wade litem to err* unci 
da tear fe than the heathen* ver. y. for if the unclean f pi rit return, he brings 
with lixmjenen other fpirits mure wicked than himfelf* That which aggra- 
vated the tin of Manafleh wa^ that God fpake to him and his people, by the 
prophets, but they would not hearken, ver. 10. We may here admire the 
grace of God in fpeaking to them, and their obftinacy in turning a deaf 
ear to him, that either their badnefsdid not quite turn away his goodntfs, 
but fiili \vaited to be gracious; or that hid gooduefsdid not turn them from 
their badnefi*, but ftill they hated to be reformed. 

Now from this Jet us learn, 1. That it is no new thing, but a very fad 
tilings for the children of godly parents to turn afide from that good way 
of God in which they have been trained up. Parents may give many 
good things to their children, but they cannot give them grace. 2. Cor- 
ruptions in worfbip are fuch difeufes of the churfch, as even then, when 
they feemed to be cured, it is very apt to relapfe into again. 3. The God 
of this wo/Id had firangely blinded mens mind, and has a wonderful power 
over thole that are Jed captive by him, elfe be could not draw them from 
God their bell friend, to depend upon their front enemy. 

M. <I Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the 
captains of the hoft of the king of Aflyria, which took 
Manafieh among the thorns, and bound him with fet- 
ters, and carried him to Babylon. 12. And when he 
was in aifti&ion, he befought the LORD his God, 
and humbled himfelf greatly before the God of his fa- 
thers, 13. And prayed unto him, and he was entreated 
of him, and heard his fuppiication, and brought him 
again to Jerufalem into his kingdom. Then Manaffeh 
knew that the LORD he was God.. J4. Now after 
this, he built a wail without the city of David, on the 
weft-fide of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering 
in. at the fifh~gate, and compared about Ophel, a6d 
railed it up a very great height, and put captains of 
war in all the fenced cities of Judah. 15. And he took 



away. the ftrange gods, and the idol out of the houfe 
of the LORD, and ail the altars that he had built in 
the mount of the houfe of the LORD, and in Jeru- 
falem, and calt them out of the city. J 6^ And he re- 
paired the altar of the LORD, and facriiiced thereon 
peace-ofterings, and thank-offerings 1 , and commanded 
Judah to ferve the LORD God of Ifrael. 17. Never- 
fchelefs, the people did faerifice itiliin the high places 
j/et unto the LORD their God only. 18. If Now the 
reltof the a6ts of Manaileh, and his prayer unto his 
God, and the words of the leers that fpake to him in 
the name of the LORD God of Ifrael, behold they art 
written in the book of the kings of Ifrael. .19. His 
prayer alfo, and haw God was entreated of him* and ail 
his fin. and his trefpals, and the j^ces wherein he 
buiit high places, and let up groyes^md graven images 
before he was humbled : behold, they are written 
among the layings of the fecrsfr 20. So Manafieh 
flept with his fathers, and- they buried him in his own 
houfe: and Anion his fon reigned in his fiead. 

Wehavefeen IVTannfleh by his wicked nefs undoing the good that hU father 
had done; here we have him by repentance undoing the evil that he himfelf 
had done. Itiu ftrange this was not ib much as mentioned in the book of 
Khift$ t nor doth any thiug appear there to the contrary, but tljat he pei- 
fifred aud peri (bed in his tin. But, perhaps the reuJbu was, becaufe the 
delign ofthut hilrory was to fljew the wickedneftof ihe nutinu which brought 
deftru&ion upon them, and this repentance of Manafleh, and the benefit 
of it being perlbnal only, and not national, it is overlooked there; yet here 
it is fully related, and a memorable inftanee it 13 of the riches of God's 
pardoning mercy, Mid the power of his renewing grace. Here is, 

1. The oceafion.of Mnnalfeh's repentance; and thut way his afflictions: 
in his diftrefs he did not (like that feiniy Ahaz) tre/}ja/s yet more agaht/i 
God, but humbled himfelf and returned to God. JSunttilied atilit't'oiis 
often prove happy means of converiion. What his diftreft was we are here 
told f ver* 1 1. God brought a foreign enemy upon him ; the king of Baby- 
lon that courted hist father who faithfully ferved God, invaded him now 
he was treitcheroutly departed from God. H<± is here called kinij of Af- 
lyria, becaufe he hud made himfelf mafier of Aflyria, which he would the 
eafier do for the defeat of Sennacherib^ army, and the deft ruction of it 
before Jerufalem. He aimed at the treafures which the ambafladors hud 
feen, and all thofe precious things; but God feat him to chaftife a finful 
people, and reduce a ft raying prince. The captains took Jllanq/Jch among 
the thorns* in fome bufh or other, perhaps in his garden, where he had hid 
himfeif: Or, it is fuoken figuratively; he was perplexed in Ins counfels, 
and embarrafjfed in nisafFuir*: He was, as we, fay, in the briers, and knew 
not which way to extricate himfelf, and fo became an eufy prey to the 
Aflyrian captains; who, no doubt, plundered his houfe, and took away 
what they pleafed, as Ifuiuh had foretold, £ Kings xx. 17, 18. What wus 
Hczekiuh's pride was their prey. They bound Manafieh, who had been 
held before with thd^ords of his own iniquity, and carried him prifoner 
to Babylon. About what time of his reign this was we are not told ; the 
Jews fay it was in his twenty-fecond year. 

2. The expreilious of his repentance, ver* 12, 13. when he was in affile* 
tion t he had time to bethink himfelf and reafon enough roo: he four what 
he had brought hinifelf to by his liu ; he found the gods he had ferved un- 
ablcto help him : He knew that repentance was the only way of rettoring 
his affairs, and therefore to him lie returned from whom he hud revolted. 
(1.) He was convinced that Jehovah is the only living mid true God. Then 
he kntWf i. e. he believed and rnnlidered that the Lord he tea:; God; he 
might have known it at a U - fs pence, rf he ^onld have given due atten- 
dance and credit to tlie word wrirten and preach rd : but it was better pay 
thus dear for tlie knowledge of God, than perilli in ignorance and unbe- 
lief. Had he been a prince in tlie palace of Babylon, it is probable he 
had been confirmed in his idolatry; but being u captive in the prifous of 
Babylon, he was convinced of it, and reclaimed from it. (£.) He applied 
himfelf to him as his God now; renouncing all others, and revolving to 
cleave to him only; the God of hia fathers, and a God in covenant with 
him. He humbled himfelf greatly before him; was truly forry for his 
tins, uihumed of them, and afraid of the wrath oFGoti* It becomei flii* 
new to humble themfelves before the face of ihut God they have offend- 
ed: it becomes fufferers to humble themfelves under the baud of that 
God thut corrects them, and to accept the punifiunent of their iniquity. 
Our hearts fliould be hmnble under humbling providences; then we ac- 
commodate ourfelves to them, and unfwer God's end in them. (4*) He 
prayed to him; for the pardon of (in, aud the return of- his favour, 
Prayer is the relief of penitents, the relief of the afflicted. That is a good 
prayer, and very pertinent in this cafe, which we tint! among the apocry- 
phal books, entitled, The prayer of Jl'2ana(]cs % king of Juduh % when he 
was hold en captive in JJa&yhn; whether it was his or no, is uncertain ; if 
it were, in it he gives glory to God* as the God of their fathers and their 
righteous feed: As the Creator of the world, a God, whofe anger is Kit- 
fupportabte* and yet his merciful promife nnmeafnrahle : He pleads that 

God has promifed repentance and forgiven efs to them that have sinned* and 
has appointed repentance unto sivners that may he fated not unto thejujl* 
us to Abraham^ Tfaacy and Jacob* but to me* (faith he) that am a sinner ; 
for I have sinned above the number of the fand of the fen ; lb he coufefTeth 
his fin largely, and aggra\-ates it, pray forgive me* O Lord, forgive me, 
anddefiroy me not; pleads. Thou art the God of them that repent, &c, and 
concludes, Therefore I will praife thee for ever* &c. 

3. God*s gracious acceptance of his repentance- God was intreated of 
him* and heard his fuppiication. Though affliction drives us to God, he 
wiil not therefore rejett us, if in fincerity we feek for him, afflictions nre 
fent on purpofe to bring us to him. As a token of God's favour to him 
he made a way for his efeape; afflictions are continued no longer than 
till they have clone their work; when Manafieh is brought back to hi* 
God and to his duty, he /hail foon be brought back to his kingdom. See 
how ready God is to accept and welcome- returning fmners, and hoxvfielft 
to /hew mercy* Let not great finners defpair, when Manafieh himfelf, 
upon his repentance, found favour with God; in him God f hewed forth a 
pattern of long-fxtffering* as 1 Tim* i. iff. Ifa* i. 17* 

4. The fruits meet for repentance* which he brought forth after his return 
to his own land, ver* 15* 16* (1.) He turned from his fins, Took away the 
firangegodi* the images of ^hem, and that idol (whatever it was) which he 
had fet up with fo much folemnity in the houfe of the Lord, as if it had been 

in after 




^ v v ^ 



II. C II 11 ONIC L E S. 



Chap. 

tniAi-r of that hoof.*; he c»h oat all the idolatrous altars that wi-ro in the 
»h>h»1 «/•//(/• house and in Jevufalem, as deteftable things; now (v.e hope) 
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ulolutvau^nviciU, *rnt I cult nc-lccted or none out ol'rt'mur. lie I act 
thervmi i)HHC«vn»r«*riiigs to implore GodV favour, and thank-often 
praiiV him for bis tlcltvcniiu*. Nay, he now ufal his power to rein 
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people, as before he 'had uh tiled it to corrupt them, he commanded J mtah 
to ifrvc the Lord God nflfrael. Note, Thole that truly repentof their l\ns 
will not only return to (.ioil themfelves, hot will do all they ran to reduce 
thole that have bv theirexample been reduced, and 1 drawn away From God; 
elfe we do not thoroughly (us we ought) undo what we have done uimfs nor 
tnwUe the plainer as wide as the wound. And we find he prevailed to bring 
thfin off-front their J'atJ'e Gods', but not from their high places* ver.\~. they 
Oil! faeriliced in them, yet to the Lord their Cod only; Manaffeh could not 
carry the reformation fo far as he had carried the corruption. It is an eafy 
thin-' to debauch uirnAuiaimers, but not lb "eafy to reform them aj;ain. 

H ,°Hh profperity in Tome meafure, after his repentance. He might 
plainly fee' it was fin that ruined him ; for when he returned to God in a 
way of tlutv, God returned tcflhim in a way of mercy: And then he £>»*// 
a {call about the city of Dneid, ver 14; for hy fin he hud unwalled it, and 
ex poled it to the cuem v. Me alio put captains of war in the fenced cities, 
for the fecurity of his "country. Jofephus laith, That all the red of his 
time he was fo changed for the better, that he was looked upon as a very 

huppv man. 

Laftly, Here is the conrlufion of his hifrory. The heads of thofe things, 
for a full narrative of which we are referred to the other writings that were 
then extant, are more than of any of the kings, vcr. 18, Ip. A particular 
account il feems was kept, { I Of all his sin* and his trefpajs, the hteh- 
places he built, the grov.es and images he Jet up* before he was humbled. 
Probably, this was taken from his own confellion which he made of his 
fin, when God gave him repentance, and which he left upon record, and 
wasiuferled in u book, entitled, The words of their Jeers ;. thofe feers that 
fpolic to him, ver. 18. to reprove hiui for his fin,' lie lent his confeflioo to 
'when he repented, to he inferted in their memoirs, as a token of his gra- 
titude to than for their kinduefs in reproving him. Thus it become pe- 
n-rents to take Amine to (hem/elves, (o give thanks to their reprovers, and 
wavium; to others. ( k J ) Of the words of the Jeers that J pake to him in the 
name of' the Lord* (ver. 10/) the rcpreofs they gave him for his litis and 
their exhortations to repentance. Note, Sinner* ought to conlider that how 
little notice foe ver they take of them, an account is kept of the words of 
the feers that fpake to them from God, to admonifii them of their fins, 
warn them of their danger, and call them to their duty, which will be 
produced ngainft them in' the great day. {S.j Of his prayer to God* (that 
is twice mentioned, as a remarkable thing) and how God was in I real ad of 
him. This was written for the generations to come* that the people that 
Jhouhl be created might praljl the Lord, for his readiuefs to receive re- 
turning prodigals. • .] 

Notice is taken of the place of his burial, not in the fepulchrcs of the 
kings* but in his own houfe; he was buried privately, and nothing of that 
honour was done him at'lin death that was done to his father. Penitents 
may recover their comfort foouer than their credit. 

21. «J Anion aw two and twenty years old when lie 
began to reign, and reigned two years in Jerufalem. 
2'2. But he did that which xvas evil in the fight of the 
LORD, as did Manaileh his father: for Anion faeri- 
liced unto ail the carved images, which Manaffeh his 
father had made, and ferved them ; c 23. And humbled 
not himfelf before the LORD, fcs Manaileh his fa- 
ther had humbled himfelf; but Anion trefpafied more 
and more l U. And his fervants confpired again!! 
him, and Hew him in his own houfe. l>5. «[ But the 
people oi the land ilew all them that had confpired 
aciunft king Anion, and the people of the land made 
jOiiah his ion king in his itead. 

Wo have li.tlc recorded concerning Anion, but enough unlefs it were 

better. IJeic is, 

I. IJis great uiekeduef.. lie did as dlaitqffefi had done in the days or 
his auoiiatV, ver. -21. They who think this an evidence that Manafleh 



images, no om m»t unci t) V i.it_ *.....». *#j *..*....«*.*«. .....j, 

which required them to Intra the images with fire* Dent. vn. 5. How ne- 
ccftary that law was, this infiancc (heirs ; for t he carved images being only 
thrown by and not burnt, Anion knew where to rind them, foon fet thcin 




mad upon them. (J.) That lie came flioit of his father in repenting, he 
humbled not himfelf before the Lord* as his father had humbled himfelf. He 
fell like him, but did not get up again like him. It is not fo much fin, as 



im •.euitence in fin that ruins men ; not fo much that they offend; as that 
they do not humble theniftlvcs for their otfences ; not the difeufe, but 

the neglect of the remedy. 
• «. His fpeedy deft ruction, lie reigned but two years, and then his 
fervants confpired again/i him and Jlew him, ver. 24. Perhaps wjien Amou 
tinned as his father did in the beginning of his days; he proruiled himfelf 
that he (hould repent us hts father did iu the latter end of his days: But 
his cafe (hews what a maduels it is to prefume upon that; if he hoped to 
repent when he wu> old, he was wretchedly di lap pointed ; for he was cut 
olf when be was young. He rebelled ugaiuft God, and his own fervants 
rebelled a^ainft him. *" Herein God was righteous, but they were wicked, 
and julHv^did the people of the land put them to death as traitors. The 
pves of kings are particularly under the protection of providence, and 
rue Uvws both of God and num. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

r 

1 

Before we fee Juddh and J erupt fern ruined we Jhatl yet fee Jbmc glorious 
- Wars? while good Joxiak sits at the helm* By his pious tnditqvonrs 
' jor reformation (Jod tried them ' yet once more; if they hud known in 



this 0i*-ir day* the clay of i)u % \r v-fihitioii, the things thnt boiontrcii 
to llirir pein e and huprovtd them* their ruin might hi:Vi* hvett prevenitd* 
Hut after this reign they were hid from their eyes, and lite nrart reigns 
brought an utter dtfotatton upon thnn. 1:1 this chapter tec have* U ) 
A general account of' JosiutC* eharucller, vcr. i, ti. (•■i.) I'fi* zeal to 
root oat id^fa'rt/i vlm*. H — 7« His eare. to repair the tci?*p!e 9 j% 

8 — Hi, [4*J The Jinding of the book of the /n/f, and the good vfa 
made ofit f w\\ 14 — The public reading of the law to the 
peaplel and their renewing the covenant with God thereupon* ver. _.*£) — • 
3J. Much of this we had, d Kings xxi* 

l.TOSIAH teas eight year.? old when he began to 
J reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem one and thir- 
ty years. 2. And he did that which zca>: l ight in the 
light of the LOUD, and walked in the ways of David 
Ins father 3 and declined neither to the right hand nor 
to the left. 3. ^ For in the eighth year of his reign, 
while he was yet young, he began to leek after the 
God of David his father: and in the twelfth year ho 
began to purge Judah and Jerufaicm from the high 
places, and the groves, and the carved images, and 
the molten images. 4. And they brake down the al- 
tars of Baalim in his prefence ; and the images that 
were on high above them he cut down, and the groves,' 
and the carved images, and the molten images he 
brake in pieces, and made duit of them, and lire wed it 
upon the graves of them that had lacrificed unto them. 

o. And he burnt the bones of the prieits upon their 
altars, and cleanied Judah and Jerufalem. 6. And so 
did he in the cities of Menatfeh, and Ephiahn, and 
Simeon, even unto Naphtali, with their mattocks 
round about. 7. And when he had broken down the 
altars and tiie groves, and had beaten the graven im- 
ages into powder, and cut down all the idols through- 
out all the land of liracf, he returned to Jerufalem. 



Concerning Jonah we are told, 

1. That he came to the crow n when he was very younjr, but eight year* 
old ; yet his infancy did not debar him from his right, and reigned thirty- 
one years, ver. 1. a conlidurable time; but I doubt in tins beginning of 
his reign things went much as they had done in hi** father's time, becaufe 
being a child he mult leave the management of them to others; fo that 
it was not till his twelfth year, which goes fur in the number of bin years, 
that the reformation began, ver. 3. he could.net, as Iiczckinh did, fall 
about it immediately. 

o. That he reigned very well, vcr. 2. approved, himfelf to God. and 

trod in the fteps of David, and did not decline either to the right hand ot- 
to the let't ; for there are errors on both bauds, 

3. That while he was young, about fix teen years old, he began to fetts 
after God, ver. 3. Wc have reafon to think he had not had fo good an 
education, as IvIamuTeh had ; -it is well if thofe about him did not endea- 
vour to corrupt and debauch him ; yet he thus fought God .when, he was 
young. It is the duty and intereft of young people, and will pa:t':cu- 
larly he the honour of young gentlemen, as foon as they come to years 
of underftanding, to begin to feck Gad ; lor they that feck him early (halt 

Hud him. " * 

4. That in his twelfth year, when it is probable he took the admini illa- 
tion of the government entirely into his own hands, he began to purge his 
kingdom from the remains of 'idolatry ; hedeftroyed the hiyl - t /lacc>, g.oves, 
images, altars, all the uteulils of idolatory, ver. 4. F ie not only call 
them out as Manafleh did, but broke them to pieces and made dull of 
them. This deftrucVum of idolatry is here laid to be iu his twelfth year, 
but it wa> faid, ii Kings xxiii. C J3. to he in bib eighteenth year; Something 
was done towards it now in his twelfth year; thou he began to purge out 
idolatry, but probably thut good work met with opposition, fo that it was 
not thoroughly done till they had found the book of the law lix years lif- 
ter; but here the whole work is laid together briefly, which waa much 
more largely and particularly related in the Kings. 1 lis zcul carried him 
out to do this not only in Judah and Jerufalem, but iu the cities of Ifracl 
too, as fur as he had any influence upon them. 

8. Now in the eighteenth year of. his reign, when 
he had purged the land, and the houfe, he lentShaphan 
the fon of Azaliah, and Maaleiah the governor of the 
city, and Joah the ion of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
the houfe of the LO.HD his God. 9. And* when they 
came to Iiilkiah the high-prieit, thev delivered the 
money that was brought into the houie of God, which 
the Levites that kept the doors, had gathered of the 
hand of Manaileh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant 
of Ifraei, and of all Judah and Benjamin, and they 
returned to Jerufalem. 10. And they put it in the 
hand of the workmen, that had the overfight of the 
houfe of the LORD, and they gave itto the workmen, 
that wrought in the houfe of the LORD, to repair and 
mend the houfe. 1 1 .Even to the artificers and builders 
gave they it 9 to buy hewn Hone, and timber tor. .coup'? 
lings, and to floor the hotdes which the kings of Judah 
had deftroyed. 12. And the men did the work faith- 
fully : and the overfeers ofthem tzwrcJahath, aiidpba- 
ciiah, the Levites of the tons of Merari ; and Zecha- 
riah, and Meihullain, of the ions of the Kohathites, to 
fet it forward and others q£ the Levites, all that could 
{kill of initrti merits of mufic. 1 3. Aifo they were. over 
the bearers of burdens, "and were overfeers of ail that 
wrought the work in any manner of fervice;, and of 
theLevites, there zcere Icri besi and o iEcers, aiid porters. 

Here, 
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Here, 1. Orders nre given by the king, Tor the repair of the temple, ver. 
8. when he had purged the houfe of the corruptions of it, he began to lit 
it up for the ferviccs that were to he performed in it. Thus we mult do by 
the J pi ritual temple of the heart ; gel it clennfed from the pollutions of fin, 
and then renewed, fo ns to be transformed into tin- iuia^e of God. Jofiah I 
in this order calls God the Lord his God; they that truly lore God will 
love the habitation of his hcufc. 

2. Care is here taken about it; effectual care; the Levites went about the 
country and gathered money towards it, which was returned to the three 
trultees mentioned, ver. 8. they brought it to Hilkiah the high pried, vcr. 
p. and he and trmy put it into the hands of workmen, both overfeers and 
labourers, who undertook to do it by the great, as we fay, or in the grofs, 
ver. 10, 1 t. It is obfcrved that the workmen were iuduftrious and honeft, 
they did the work faithfully, ver. 1 -2. and workmen are not completely faith- 
ful if they are not both careful and diligent, for a confidence is ropofed in 
them that they wilt be fo. Alfo that the overfeers were ingenious; for it is 
faid all thofe were employed to infpefl this work that could (kill of inftru- 
ments of mufie: not that their flcill in inulic would be of any ufe in archi- 
tecture, but it was an evidence that they were meu of fenfe and ingenuity, 
and particularly that their genius lay towards the mathematics, which qua- 
il tied them very much for this truft. Witty men are then wife meu when 
they employ their wit in doing good, in helping their friends, and as they 
have opportunity of ferving the public. Obferve in this work how God 
«fa /penf**th his gilts varionfly ; here were fome that were bearers of burdens, 
cut out for bodily labour, and tit to work. Here were others (made mcliori 
lutoj that had flail in mulie, and they were overfeers of them that laboured, 
and fcribesaud officers; the former were the bauds, thefe were the heads, 
they had need of one another, and the work needeth both. Let not the 
overfeers of the work defpife the bearers of burdens, nor let them that 
work ill the fervice grudge at thofe whole office is to direct, but let each 
eftecm and ferns the other in love, and God have the glory, and the church 
the beuetit of the different gifts and difpolitious of both. 

14- IT And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the ho ufe of the LORD, Hilkiah the 
prieft found the book of the law of the LORD Wrew 
.by Motes. 15. And Hilkiah anfwered and laid to 
Shaphan the ferine, I have found the book of the law 
in the houfe of the LORD. And Hilkiah delivered 
the book to Shaphan : 1 6. And Shaphan carried the 
book to the king, and brought the king word back 
again, laying, All that was committed to thy fervants, 
they do it. 17. And they have gathered together the 
'money that was found in the houfe of the LORD, and 
have delivered it into the hand of the overfeers, and to 
the hand of the workmen. 18. Then Shaphan the 
fcribe told the king, faying, Hilkiah the prieft hath 
given me a bo ok. AndShaphan read it before the king. 
19. And it came to pals when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes. 520. And 
the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the fon of 
Shaphan, and Abdon the Ion of Micah, and Shaphan 
the fcribe, and Afaiah a fervant of the king's, laying, 
21. Go, enquire of the LORD for me, and for them 
that are left in Ifrael, and in Judah, concerning the 
words of the book that is found : for great is the wrath 
of the LORD that is poured out upon us, becaufe our 
fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do 
after all thativ written in this book. 22. And Hilkiah, 
and they that the king had appointed, went to Hudlah 
the prophetess, the wife of b hall um, the fon of Tik- 
vaththe fon of Hafroh, keeper of the wardrobe; (now 
Ihe dwelt in Jerufalem, in the college) and they fpake 
to her to that effect. <23. If And fhe anfwered them, 
Thus faith the LORD God of Ifrael, Tell ye the man 
that lent you to me. _ 24-. Thus faith the LORD, Be- 
hold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof, even all the curies that arc written 

hi the book which they have read before the king of 
Judah ; £5. Becaufe they have ibrfaken me, and have 
burned incenfe unto other gods, that they might pro- 
voke me to anger with all the works of their hands ; 
therefore my wrath Ihall be poured out upon this place, 
and ihall not be quenched. 26\ And as for the king 
of Judah, who fent you to enquire of the LORD, fo 
ihall ye fay unto him, Thus faith the LORD God of 
J fraef concerning the words which tho u halt heard. £7. 
Becaufe thine heart was tender, and thou didft humble 
thyfelf before God, when thou heard ft his words againft 
this place, and againft the inhabitants thereof, and 
lmmbledft thyfelf before me, and did ft rend thy clothes, 
and weep before me ; I have even heard thee alfo, faith 
the LORD. 28. Behold, I will gather thee to thy 
fathers, and thou lhalt be gathered to thy grave in 
peace, neither Ihall thine eyes fee all the evil that I 
will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
of the fame. So they brought the king word again. 

This whole paragraph we had juft as it is here related, 2 Kings xxii. 
3 20. and have nothing to add here to what was there obferved. 

But, I. We may from hence take occafion to bids God that we 'have 
plenty of Bibles, and they are or may be in ail hands; that the book of the 
law and gofpel is not loft-*, is not fcarce; that in this fenfe the .cord of the 
Lord is not precious. Bibles are jewel*, but thanks he to God they are not 
rarities: the fountain of the waters of life is not a fpring (hut up, or. a 
fountain fealeu, but the ftrearas of it in all places make glad the city of our 
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God: Ufus communis aqunrjim. What n great deal fliall we have to arifwer. 
for if the great things of God's law being thus made common, fliould be 
accounted by us as Itrunge things? 

3- We may from hence learn whenever we read or hear (he .ford of God 
to affect our hearts with it, and to gel them poffeflcd with a holy fVar of 
that wrath of God which is there revealed againft all nugodiinefa and tui- 
righteoufnefs of men, us Jonah's tender heart was. ' When he heard the 
words of the law, he rent his clothes, ver. ly. and God was greatly well 
pica fed with bis doing fo, vcr. 27. Were the; things contained in the 
feripture new to us, as they were here to Jofiah, furely they would make 
deeper imprelTions upon us than commonly they do; but they are never 
the lefa weighty, and therefore mould not be' the lefs conlidereu* by us for 
their being well-known. Rent the heart therefore, not the garments. 

3. We are here directed when we are under convictions of fin, and np- 
prehenfioim of divine wrath, to enquire of the Lord : us Jofiah did, ver. 21- 
It concerns us to aik as they did, A&s ii. 37. Men and brethren, ttihat /hall 
we do? and more particularly as the jailor, faying, iVhnt rnujl I do to he 
faved? Acls xvi. 30. Ifyc will thus enquire', enquire ye, Ifii. xxi. 1 2. And 
blcfled be God we have the lively Oracles to which we apply ourfelves 
with thefe enquiries. t 

4. We are here warned of the ruin that fin brings Upon nations and 
kingdoms. They that forfake God bring evil upon themfelves, ver. 24, 
25. and kindle a fire which /hall not be quenched; fuch will the fire of 
God's wrath be, when the decree is gone forth againft thofe that obftinatcly 
and impenitently perfift in their wicked ways. 

5. We are here encouraged to humble ou delves before Gou\ and feek 
unto him, as Joliah did: if we cannot prevail thereby to turn away God's 
wrath from our land, yet we fimll deliver our own fouls, vcr. 27, 28. And 
good people are here taught to be fo far from fearing death, as to wel- 
come it rather when it takes them away from the evil to come. See how the 
property of it is altered by making it the matter of u promife: Thou/halt 

be gathered to thy grave in peace, houfed in that ark, as Noah* wheu U 
deluge is coming. 

20. T Then the king fent and gathered together all 
the elders ot Judah and Jerufalem. 30. And the king 
went up into the houfe of the LORD, and all the men 
of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and the 
priefts, and the Levites, and all the people great and 
fmall : and he read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant, that was found in the houfe of 
the LORD. 31 .And the king flood in his place, and 
made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the 
LORD, and to keep his commandments, and his tes- 
timonies, and his Statutes, with all his heart and wi'.h 
ail his foul, to perform the words of the covenant xcluch 
are written in this book. 32. And lie caufed all that 
xcere prefent in Jerufalem and Benjamin to Hand to it. 
And the inhabitants of Jeru/alem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 33. And 
Joliah took away all the abominations out of all the 
countries that pertained to the children of Ifrael, and 
made all that were prefent in Ifrael to ferve, even to 
ferve the LORD their God. And all his days they 
departed not from following the LORD, the God of 
thei r fathers . 

We have here an account of the further advance* which Jofiah made 
towards the reformation of his kingdom, upon the hearing of the law read, 
and the receipt of the inc/Iago God fent him by the prophetefs. Happy 
the people that had fuch a king; for here xvc fuul, 

l.Tlmt they were well taught. He did not go about to force them to 
their duty, till he had lirit initrncted them in it. |1<* called all the people 
together great and fmall, young and old, rich and poor, high and low; 
lie that hath cars to hear, let him hear the words of the hook of the covenant ; 
for they are all concerned in thofe words; To put an honour upon tile 
fervice, nud to engage attention the more, though there were prieua and 
Levites prefent, the king: himfelf read the boolc to the people, vcr. So- 
und he read it no doubt in fuch a manner as to fliew that he was himlelf 
affected with it, which would be a means to a ft eel the hearers. 

8. That they were well fixed. The articles of agreement betwecn'God 
and Ifrael being read, that they might intelligent! v covenant with God, 
both king and people here with great folemnity do as it were fubferibe the 
articles; The king in his place covenanted to keep God's commandments 
with all his heart and foul, according to what was written in the book, ver. 
31. and urged the people to declare their confent likewifeto this covenant," 
and folemnly to promife, that they would faithfully perform, fulfil, ami keep 
all and every thing that was on their part to he done, according to this cove- 
nant: Winch they did ; they could not for a fliame do otherwife. He caufed 
alt that were prefent to J 'land to it, ver. 32. and made them all to ferve, even 
to ferve the Lord their God, ver. 33. To do it, and to make a bttsinc/s of it; 
he did all he could to bring them to it; to ferve, even to ferve; the repe- 
tition notes, that that was the only thing his heart was on ; he aimed at 
nothing elle in what he did, but to engage them to God and their duty. 

3. That they were well tended ; were honeft with good looking to. All 
his days they departed not from following the Lord '; he kept them with much 
ado from running into idolatry again : All his days, were days of reftraint 
upon them ; but this intimated, that there was in them a bent 'to back/2idc,n 
ftrong inclination to idolatry; many of them wanted nothing- but to have 
him out of the way, and then they would have their high-places uhd their 
images up again. And therefore we find, that in the days of Josiah, Jer. 
iii. 6. Godehnrged it upon treacherous Judah, that ihe had not returned to 
him with all their heart, butfeigncdly, ver. 1.0. nay, had played the harlot, 
ver. 8. and thereby had evenjuj HfUd back/tiding ifrael, ver. 11. And in the 
twenty-third year of this reign, four or five years after this, that they had 

gone out to provoke God to anger zcith the works of their hands, Jer. ssv. 3 7. 

And, which is very obfervable, it is from the beginning of Joliah's refor- 
mation, his twelfth or thirteenth year, that tjie iniquity of the houfe of Judah, 
which brought ruin upon them, and which the prophet was to bear ly ing on 
his right fide, was dated, JEzek. iv. 6*. For from thence to the deuYuction 
of Jerufalem was iuft forty years. Jofiah was fincere in whut he did, but 
the generality of the people wereaverle to it, and hankered after their i<JoU 
fttll, fo that the 'reformation; thwgh well defigned, and well profecuted 
by the prince, had little or no effect upon the people. It was with reluc- 
tancy that they parted with their idols ; ftUl they were in heart joined to 
* * 9K • them 
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them am! wiflie<ljV>r tVicm a^ain ; this G*d f.iw, nncl therefore f»om that 
time; wlwn one would have thought the foundation had been laid for a 

fftmrirv M-id |H« - ir<s 1 fay, from that very linns did the decree 30 
iVi ih fnr lV.cn motion. Nothing battens t\>e nun of ;i jaopks nor ripens 
them tor it uioro» tliuo the balHi^g- of hoprful attempts lor reformation, 
and an hypocritical return to God. Be no? deceived, Uvd is not mocked. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

Ve are here to attend Josiah t (\.) To the temple , inhere tec fee his re* 
tigious cam for the due ohjervanee of the ordinance if the pajfoecr, 
according to the 7aw, ver. V — l«. (2.) To the field of buttle, where 
xce fee his ra/hnejs, in engaging with the king of Egtfflty and how 
dear it c«Jl Aim, ver, 20 — 2U\ (J.) To the grave, where ire fee him 
bitterly lumen) cd, ver. 2-i — SJ, And fo we mi'Jt take our leave of 
Josiah. 

I. \ /MOREOVER, Jofiah kept a paflbver unto the 
jyX LORD in Jcrufalem: and they killed the 

paflbver on the fourteenth day of tiie firlt month. 2. 
And he (et the priefts in their charges, and encouraged 
them to the fervice of the houfe of the LOUD. 3. 
Aud i-aid unto the Levites that taught all Ifrael, which 
were holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the 
houie which Solomon the fon of David king- of lirae) 
did build ; it shall not be a burden upon your Jhoulders : 
ferve now tiie LORDyour God, and his peoplelfrael. 
4. And prepare yoursclvenhy t he ho nies oi your lathers, 
after your courfes according to the writing of David 
king of liiaei,aud according to the writing of Solomon 
his ion. 5. And Hand \\\ the holy place according to 
the diviiions of the families of the fathers of your bre- 
thren the pcoplejand after the divifion of the families 
ot' the Levites. 6\ So kill the paflbvcv and fttt&ity 
yourfelves, and prepare your brethren, that they may 
do according to the word of the LORD, by the hand 
of Moles. 7. And Joiiah gave to the people, of the 
flock, lambs and kids, all for the paflbver-offerings, 
for all that teere prefent, to the number of thirty thou- 
fund, and three thou land bullocks: thefe were of the 
king's fubftance. 8. And his princes gave willingly 
unto the people, to the priefts and to the Levites: Hil- 
kiah and Zechariah, and Jchicl, rulers of the houfe of 
God, gave unto the priefts for the pafibver-offerings, 
two thoufaud and fix hundred small cattle, and three 
hundred oxen, f), Conantah alfo, andShemaiah, and 
Nethaneel, his brethren, and llaihabjab, and Jehiel, 
arid Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave unto the Le- 
vites for pa (lover-offerings, five thoufand small tattle, 
and five hundred oxen. lO.So the Ver vice was prepared, 
and the priefts Hood in their place, and the Levites in 
their courfes, according to the king's commandment. 

I I. And they killedtlie paflbver ,a^vd the pvtefef"i>vu\k- 
Jed the blood from their hands, and the Levites flayed 
them. 12, And they removed the burnt-offerings, that 
they might give according to the di villous of the fami- 
lies of the people, to oner unto the LORD as it is 
written in the book of Moles: and io did they with the 
oxen. 13. And they roatted the paflbver with fire, ac- 
cording to the ordinance : but the other holy offerings 
fod they in pots, and in cauldrons, and in pans, and di- 
vided them fpeedily among all the people. 14. And 
afterward they macle ready for themlelves,and for the 
priefts, becauie the priefts the fons of Aaron were busied 
in bfteriug of bu rut-offerings and the fat until night; 
therefore the Levites pvepr. red for them leaves and for 
the priefts the Ions of Aaron. 1 5. And the fingers the 
ions of Afaph, vere in their place, according to the 
commandment of David and Alaph,and H email, and 
Jediithun the king[s leer; and the porters waited at 
every gate ; they might not depart from their fervice ; 
for their brethren the Levites prepared for them. \<5. 
So all the fervice of the LORD was prepared the fame 
day, to keep the paflbver and to offer burnt-offerings 
upon the altar of the LORD, according to the com- 
mandment of king Jofiah. J 7. And tiie children of 
Ifrael t hut were p relent, kept the paflbver at that time, 
and the teaftof unleavened bread (even days. l 8. And 
there was no paflbver like to that kept in Ifrael, from 
the days of Samuel the prophet, neither did all the 
kings of Ifrael keep fuch a paflbver as Joiiah kept, 
and the* priefts and the Levites, and all Judah and If- 
rael that were prefent, and the inhabitants of Jerufa- 
ie«i. 19. in the eighteenth year of the reign of Jofiah 
was this paifover kept. 
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concluded them all in the ni^hr wherein ( 'in ill wits betrayed anil in the c»- 
lehrutimi of it Hezekiah undjoliah, thefetwo ijrcat reformer*, revived re- 

The ordhumcc of the Lovd's Supper U now iivurcft 



li^ion in their tin 




make u fok'inu bniiuefs of tlnit aflectinjj biiulin^ ordinance, and they, it 
is to be hoped, there wil! be a reformation in other inflations u |fo. 




The/tft'ftniction which Jofiah made of idols and idolatry was wore largely 
related in the i£i h if *,u,u<l but jurt locutidued here in the forcgoiQg chapter; 
ver. U3. But his fo\umniz»n^ of thft puflbver, w1;ich was but touched upon 
there f .^ Kings XNiii. '21. is very particularly related here. .'Many were the 
' feafta of the Lord, appointed by the ceremonial law, but the pa fib ver waa 

chief; U began them aU\t\ the night that Ifrael came out of Egypt, It 



that they all kept the paflbver, ver. 17. 18. than from anv threat tnclinutioa 
they had to it tliorofel vcs. Some pride they took in this farm of godli- 
ueXsy hut little pJeafure in the power wf it. But whatever deleft there 
was umonjj the people in the inlide of their duty, both the mnginrntes and 
the mini fters did their part, and took cure that thee.Mteruul part of the 
fervice fhould he nerfortned with a due duvorum. 

l.The kin.Lj exhnrted and ilirucledr ijuirkened and encouraged thepriefi^ 
nd Levites to do their office in this foleiumty. Perliaps he faw them re- 




«odd king manured his clergy upou 

occaH on. 

1. lie reduced them to the office they were appointed to by the law of 
Mofe*, ver. 6. and the order they wcre put into by David and Solomon, 
ver* 4. Hufet them in their charge, ver. 2. did not cut them out new work, 
nor put them intp any new method, but called them back to their infiitu- 
tion. Their courfes were fettled in writing, let them have rccourte to that 
writing and nmrfhsri themfelves according to the divisions of their families* 
ver. 5. Our rule is fettled in the written word ; let maturates take care 
that milliners walk aceording to that rule, and they do their duty. 

2. He ordered the ark to be put in its place, which it (hould feem had 
of lidebccn mifnlaced, cither by the wiekrd kings, 1o make room for their 
idols in the tnoft holy place, or by Hezekiali to make room for the work- 
men that repaired the temple; however it was, Jofiah bids the Levites put 
the hatyarfc in the houfe, ver. 3. und not carry it about from place to place, 
as perhaps of lute they had done, juftifyin^ thrmfelves therein by the prac- 
tice before the temple was built. Now the priefts were di ft: harmed from 
this burden of the ark, they muft be careful in other fervlces about it. 

3. He charged them to few*. Cud and his people Ifrael, ver. 3. Mimflers 
mull look upon themfclves asfervantsbuth to Chrifl a»»d to liis* church for 
his fake» 2 Cor. iv. 5. They muft take care, and take pains, and hi v. out 
themfelves to the utmoft, (l.J For the glory and honour of God, and to 




will be no difficulty in the ftrength of God honuftly to forve thelb two 
raufters. 

4. He charged thera to fanfiify themfches, nnd prepare ihtir brethren, 
ver. 6. Minifters work muft begin at home, and they muft fau«?Hfy them- 
fe Ives in theftrft place, purify themfelves from fin, fequefter themfelves from 
the world, and devote themfelves to God, but it muft not end thare, they 
muft do what they enn to prepare their brethren by arimom(mm>» inftroclt* 
ing, exhortinff, quickening, and comforting them. The preparation of the 
heart is iudeeo/rom the Lord; but minifters muft be ioftrumeuts io his hand. 

5. He encouraged them to thefiruiec, ver. -2. He fpoke conjfortably to 
fhem, as llezckjuh did, chop. xx*. 22. He promifed them his counte- 
nance. Note, Thofe whom we clio.rge, we Ihould encourage, Moft peo- 
ple love to be fpoken fair, and will be wrought upon by eueourageuieut 
more than by threats. 

i. The king nnd the pnnccs» influenced by his example, gave liberal! v 
for the bearing of the charges of this paflbver. The ceremonial ferviees 
were expenfive, which perhaps was one reafon why they Iiatl been ne- 
Rlccced. People had not toni enough to be at the charge of them ; uur 
were they now wry fond of them for that reafon. And thfyefortf, 

(l.J Jofiah at his own proper coft, furnilhed the congregation with ptjf- 
chal lambs, and other facriliccs to be ofi'ercd during the fevcu dsn s of the 
fenft. Fie allowed out of hi* own eftate, thirty thou fund Units, for pn//utvy 
offerings* which the uH'erers w eretofeuft upon ►and three thoufand bullocks^ 
ver,. 7. to be oflered during the following feven days. Note, Thofe who 
are ferious in religion, when they perfuade others to that which is good, 
mould make it as cheap and eafy to (hem as may be. And where God 
Tows plentifully, he expeft^ to reap accordingly ; it is to be feared the con- 
gregation generally had not come provided; fo that if Joiiah bad uotfur- 
"niflied them, the work of God muft have ftootl ftill. 

(2.) The chief of the priefts that were' men of great cOatcs, contributed 
towards the priefts charges* as Jnfiuh towards the peoples. The princes, 
ver. 8. i. e. the chief of the priefts, the princes of the holy tribe/ rater* of 
the fwufe of God, bore the priefts charges. And fome of the rich and great 
men of the Levites, furniftied them alfu with cuttle both great and ?ioal| 
for offerings, t?cr. £t. Thofe that lincerely defire to be found in the way 
of their duty, fometime providence raifeth them up friends to bear them 
out in it, beyond what they could have expected. 

3. The priefts and the Levites performed their office very readily, ecr. 10. 
They killed the pafchal lumbsin the court of the tern pie, the priuils Sprink- 
led blood upon the altar, the Levites Hayed them, and then gave the flefli 
to the people according to their families, ver. U, 12. not fewer than ten, 
nor more than twenty, to a lamb; they took it to their fcvcrul apartment*, 
roafled it and cat it according to the ord'manee, ver. 13. A» for the other 
facrifices they were euchariftical, the flefli of them was boiled according to 
the law of the peace-offerings, and was divided fpeedify among the people* 
that they might feuft upon it as a token of their joy in the atonement 




will excufe their negleck of their own ; or that being: employed fo much 
in public worfhip will fuperfede the religions excrcifts of their eloiVtsand 
families: The Levites here marte ready for themfelves and for the priefts, 
becaufe the priefts were wholly taken up all day in the fervice of the al- 
tar, therefore that they might not have their lamb to drvfs when thev 
fhould eat it, the Levites got it ready for them ugainft f upper time. Let 
minifters learn hence to help one another, and to forward one another's 
work, as brethren, and fWllow-fVsr runts of the fame m after. 

5. The fingers nnd porters attended in their places, aud did their office, 
i>rr. 15, The fingers with iheir fhcred fongsnnd mufic exprefled and ex- 
cited the joy of the congregation, and made the fervice very phafnitt to 
them ; ana the porters at the gates f.ook care that there fhould be no break* 
ingia of any thing, to d«lile or diffiuiet the afTcmbly.not going out of any 

from 
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from it, that none fltould (real away till the fervicc waa done: And while 
they were thus employed, their brethren the Levi tea prepared pafehal 
lambs for them. 

5. The whole iolemmty was performed with great exacTtnefa according to 
the law, ver. 1<5, 17. and upon that aceouut there was none like it fiiice 
Samuel's time, vcr. 18. for in riezekinh's pa Ubver there were ieveral ir- 
regularities. And Uiihop Patrick obfervei, that in this alio it exceeded 
the other paflbvers which preceding kings Iiad kept; that though Jofiuh 
was nothing Co rich as David and Solomon, and Jehofhaphat, yet he i'ur- 
nifhed the whole congregation with beafts for fucrifice, both pafehal and 
eucharifHcal. at his own proper coft and' charge, which was more than 
any king ever did before him. 

20. fl" After all this, when Jofiah had prepared the 
temple, Necho king ofEgyptcameup to fight againit 
Charchemilli by Euphrates: and Joliah went out againft 
him. 2 1. But he feut ambatiadors to him, ikying, What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judahi I come not 
againil thee this day, but againit the houle wherewith! 
have war: for God commanded me to make hafte, for- 
bear thee from meddling with God who is with me, that 
hedeftroy thee not. Nevertheless Joliah .would not 
turn his face from him, but difguiled himlelf that he 
might light with him, and hearkened not unto the 
words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came to 
fight in the valley of Megiddo. 2d. Andthearchersfhot 
at king Joliah ; and the king laid" to his fervants,Have 
me away, for 1 am fore wounded. 24. His fervants there- 
fore took him out of that chariot, and put him in the 
fecond chariot that he/atftf.and they brought him to Je- 
rufalem, and he died, and was buried in one of the le- 
pulchres of his fathers: and all Judah and Jerufalem 
mourned for Joliah. 25. 5f And Jeremiah lamented 
for Jofiah, and all the fmging-men, and the finging- 
women fpake of Joliah in their lamentations to this 
day, and made them an ordinance in Ifraei: and behold, 
they arc written in the lamentations. Q6. Now the reft 
of the acts of Joliah, and his goodnels according to 
thai which aw written in the law of the LORD. 27. 
And his deeds firft and laft, behold they arc* written 
in the book of the kings of Ifraei and Judah. 

It was thirteen years from Jofiah's famous paflbver to his death ; during 
which time we may hope things went well in his kingdom; that he prof- 
pered,and religion ftouriflied ; yet we arc not entertained with the plea fin £ 
account of thofe years, but they are pafled over in iilenee, becaufc the 
people for all this were not turned from the love of their fins, nor God 
iroin the fiercenefs of his anger : The next news we hear therefore of Joliah, 
is, that he is cut off in the mid ft of his days and ufefulnefs, before he is 
full forty years old. We had this fad ftory, 2 Kings xxiii. 29, 30. here it 
is foincwhat more largely related ; That appears here more than it did 
there, which reffe&s with fuch blame on Joliah, and fueh praife on the 
people at one would not have ex peeled. 

1. Jofiah was a very good prince, yet he is much to be blamed for his 
taflmefs and prefuinption in going out to war againft the king of Egypt 
•without caufe or call. It was bad enough as it appeared in the Kings, that 
he meddled with fttiie which belonged not to Liin. But here it looks worfe; 
for it feems the king of Egypt fcntambaiTadurs to him to warn him againft 
this enterprife, vcr. 21. He argues, ( l.) From principles of juflicc : The 
Icing of Egy pt profefTeth he had no delign to do him any hurt, and therefore 
it was unfair, againit common equity and the law of nations, for Jofiah to- 
take up arms againft him. If even a righteous man engage in an unrighteous 
caufe* let him not expeft to profper, Cod is no rcfpccierqfpcrfons. SeeProe. 
iii.*20. xxv. 8. (2.) From principles of religion. God is wit/i me, nay, 
He commanded me to make liajie, and therefore if thou retard my motions, 
thou meddlrjl with Cod. It cannot he that the king of E«rypt only pretend- 
ed this, as Sennacherib did in a like cafe, 2 Kings xviii. 25. hoping thereby 
to make Joliah defift, becaufehe knew he had a veneration for the word of 
God ; for it is laid here, vcr. 22. That the words of Necho were from the 
mouth of God; we rnuft therefore fuppofe that either by a dream, or by a 
ftrong i'mpulfe upon his fyirit, which he had reufou to think was from 
God, or by Jeremiah, or Tome other prophet, he had ordered him to make 
•war upon the king of Affyria. (3.) Front principles of policy. That he 
deflroy thee not ; it is ut thy peril, if thou engage againft one that has both 
a better army, and a better- caufe, and God on his fide. 

It was not wrath to Jofiah, whole heart was upright with the Lord his 
God, but in wrath to any hypocritical nation, who were unworthy of fo 
good a king, that he was fo far infatuated as not to hearken to thofe fair 




had a. command from God to do what he did, yet upon his pleading fuch 
a command, he ought to have con fill ted the oracles of God before he had 
gone out again ft him. His not doing that was a great fault, and of a fa- 
tal eoufequence. In this matter he walked not in the ways of David his 
father, for had it been his cafe, he would have enquired of the Lord, 
Shall I go up ? Wilt thou deliver them into my hands? How can we think 
to profper in our ways, if we do uot acknowledge God hi them? 

<tU The people were a very wicked people, yet they are much to be praifed 
for lamenting the death of Joliah as they did. That Jeremiah lamented 
him, I do not wonder, he was the weeping prophet, and plainly forefaw the 
utter ruin of his country following up the death of his good king. But it is 
ft range to find that all Judah and Jerufalem, that ftupid fenfelefs people, 
mourned for him, ver. 24. contrived how toTiave their mourning excited by 
jjnging-men and finging-wonien ; how to have it fpread through the king- 
dom; they made an ordinance in Ifraei, that the mournfulditties penned 
on this fad occafion, mould be learned and fung by all forts of people.. 
And Jafltly, how to have the remembrance of it perpetuated; the. elegies 
were inferted in the collection of State-Poems, they_are written in the La- 
mentations. Hereby it appeared, ( l .) That they had forae refpeiSr. to their 
good prince, and though they did uot cordially comply with him in all his 
good defigns, yet they could not but have a great honour for him. Pious 
uieful men will be nianifefted in the coufcietices even of thofe that will not 



be influenced by their example ; and many that will not fuhmitto the ufe? 
of ferious godl'mefs theuifelves, yet cannot but give it their wood wordj 
and efieem it in others. Perhaps thofe lamented Jofiali when lie was dead 
that were not thankful to Gmi for him while he lived. The Ifiaelites 
murmured to Moles and Aaron while they were with them, and fpoke 
fometitnes of itoning them, and yet when they died they mourned for 
them many days: We are often taught to value mercies by the lofs or* 
them, which when we enjoyed wc did hot prize as we ought. (G.) That 
they had fame fenfe of their own danger, now he was gone. Jeremiah 
told them, it is likely, of the evil they inuft now expect would come upon 
them, from which he was taken away; and fo far they credited what he 
laid, that they lamented the death or* him that was their defence, frote* 
Many will ealier be perfuaded to lament the miferies that are coming 
upon them, than to take the proper way by univerfa! reformation to pre- 
vent them ; will Ihed tears for their troubles, hut will not be prevailed 
upon to part with their fins. But godly forrow worketh repentance, and 
that repentance will be to falvation. 

chap, xxxvi. 

We hare herd !• AJhort but fad account of the utter ruin of Judah and 
Jerufalem, within a few years after Jusiah's death. (I.) The hijlonj 
of it in the unhappy reigns of Jehoahaz for three months, vcr. 1—4. 
Jehoialcim, ver. 5 — 3. fur eleven years, Jchoiachin three months, ver. 
0, 10. and Zedekiuh eleven years, ver. 11. Additions were made to. 
the national guilt, and advances towards the national dffrnclion in 
each of tho/e reigns; which at length was completed in the Jlanghter of 
multitudes, ver. 1 7. the plundering and burning of the temple and all 
the palaces, the defolation of the city, ver. 18, 1Q. Ami the captivity 



of the people that remained, ver. 20. (2.) Some n marks upon it; 
that herein sin teas punijhed. Zcdekia/is wickednef, ver. 12, 13. 




ver. 22, 23. 



1. npl-IEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
i ion of Joliah. and made him king in his father's 
fteacl in Jerulalem . 2. Jehoahaz was twenty and t hree 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigneri three 
months in Jerulalem. J. And the king of Egypt put 
him down at Jerulalem, and condemned the land in an 
hundred talents of fil ver and a talent of gold. 4. And 
the king of Egypt made Eiiakim his brother king- 
over Judah and Jerulalem, and turned his name to 
Jehoiakim, and Necho took Jehoahaz his brother, and 
carried him to Egypt. 5. fl' Jehoiakim was twenty and 
live years old when he began to reign, and reigned 
eleven years in Jerulalem: and he did that which zvas 
evil in the light of the LORD his God. 6\ Againft 
him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and 
bound him in fetters to carry him to Babylon. 7. 
Nebuchadnezzar alio carried off the veflels of : the 
houfeof the LORD to Babylon, and put them in his 
temple at Babylon. 8. Now the reft of the acls of Je- 
hoiakim, and his abominations which he did, and that 
which was found in him, behold, they are written in the 
book of the kings of Ifraei and Judah: and Jehoia- 
chin his Ion reigned in his Head. 9. fl" Jehoiacfiin 
xcas eight years old when lie began to reign, and he 
reigned three months and ten days in Jerulalem, and 
he did that which was evil in the fight of the LORD: 
10. And when the year was expired king Nebuchad- 
nezzar lent, and brought him to Babylon, -with the 
goodly veflels of the houfe of the LORD, and made 
Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerulalem. 

* * 

1 

* 

The deftru&ioti of Judah nndJcrufaleni is here coming on by degrees! 
God fo ordered it to (hew that he has no pleafure in linnets ruin, but hud 
rather they would turn and live, and therefore gives iheni both time and 
inducement to repent, and waits to be eraeious. The hi (lory of thefe 
reigns was more largely recorded in the three laft chapters of the fecond 
of Kings. 

1. Jehoahaz was fet up by the people, ver. 1. but in one quarter of a 
year was depofed by Pharauh-necho, and carried a prifonerto E^ypt,and 
the land finned lor fettine; him up, ver. 2, 3, 4. Of this young prince we 
hear no more; had he trod in the fteps of his father's piety, he might have 
reigned long ami profjiered, but we. arc told in the Kings that he did evil 
in the sight of the Lord, and therefore his triumphing was (hort, and hi* 
joy but for a moment. 

2. Jehoiakim was fet up by the king of Egypt, and reigned eleven years, 
How low was Judah brought when the king of Egypt, an old enemy of 
their land, gave what king he plea fed to the kingdom, and what name he v 
pleafed to the king, ver. 4. He made Eliakim king, and culled him Je- 
hoiakim in token of his authority over him. He did that which was evil, 
ver. 5. nay, we read of the abominations which he did, ver. 8." he was very 
vile and wicked; idolatries generally go uuder the name of abominations". 



We hear no mortf of the king of Egypt, but the king of Babylon came up 
ogainft him, ver. 7- fcized him, and bound him with a deu'gn to carry him. 
to Babylon; but it feems he either chunked his mind and fuifered him to 
reign as his vaflal, or death releafed theprifouer before he was carried away. 
Howeve.r the beft and moll valuable veflels of the temple were now curried 
away, and made ufe of in Nebuchadnezzar's temple in Babylon, ver. 6.' for 
we 'may fuppofe no temple in the world was fo richly furnimed as that of 
Jerufalem. The fin of ^udah was, that they had brought the idols of 
the heathen into God's temple: and now their punifhraent was, that the 
veflels of the temple were carried away unto the fervice of the gods of the 
nations. If men will profane God's inlHtiitions by their tins, it 13 juft with 
God to fuffer them to be profaned by their enemies. Thefe were the vef- 
fels which the falfe prophets flattered the people with hopes of the return 
of, Jer. xxvii. 16. but Jeremiah told them, the reft Should go after them, 
ver* 22, and they did fo. But as the carrying away of thefe veflels to 

^abyloa 
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Chap. XXX Vi 



Babylon began the calamity of Jerufalem, To Belfliazzar's during profana- 
tion of them there filled the mcafurc of the iniquity of Babylon; for when 
he drank wine in them to the honour of his gods, the hand-writing on the 
wall prefented lain with his doom, Dan. v. 3. In the reference to the book 
of the Kiit"* concerning this Jehoiakim mention is made of that which was 




in honour of his idol; fuch cuttings as God had forbidden, Lev. xix. 28. 

3. Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah, the Yon of Jehoiakim, attempted to reign in 
his ftead, and reigned long enough to (hew his evil inclination; but after 
three months and ten days the king of Buhylon feut and fetched him away 
captive, with more of the goodly veffels of the. temple. lie is here faid 
to be eight years old, but in Kings he is faid to be eighteen when he be- 
gan to reign, fo that this feems to be a miftake of the transcriber, unlcfs 
we fuppofe that his father took him at eight years old to join with him in 
the government, as fome think. 

11. If Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when 
he began to reign.and reigned eleven years in Jerufalem. 
12. And he did that, which was evil in the fight of the 
LORD his God, and humbled not himielf before Je- 
remiah the prophet, speaking from the mouth of the 
LORD. 13. And he alfo rebel led againll king Ne- 
buchadnezzar, who had made him (wear by God, but 
he itiffened his neck and hardened his heart from turn- 
ing unto the LORD God of Ifrael. 14. V More- 
over, all the chief of the prieits and the people tranf- 
greiled very much, after all the abominations of the 
heathen, and polluted the houfe of the LORD which 
he had hallowed in Jerufalem. 15. And the LORD 
God of their fathers fent to them by his meflengers, 
riling up betimes, and fending; becaufe he had com- 
panion on his people, and on his dwelling-place: 16. 
But they mocked the meflengers of God, and defpiled 
his words, and mifufed his prophets, until the wrath 
of the LORD aroie againit his people, till there was 
no remedy. 17. Therefore he brought upon them the 
king of the Chaldees, who Hew their young men with 
the fword, in the houfe of their fanciuary, and had no 
compallion upon young man or maiden, old man.or him 
that Hooped for age: he gave f to* all into his hand. 
18. And all the veflels of the houfe of God, great and 
irnall, and the treasures of the houfe of the LORD, 
and the treafures of the king and of his princes ; all 
these he brought to Babylon. 1,9. And they burnt the 
houfe of God, and brake down the wall of Jerufalem, 
and burnt all the places thereof with fire, and de- 
ilroyed all the goodly vefTels thereof. 20. And them 
that had efcaped from the fword, carried he away to 
Babylon: where they were (errant s to him and his 
Cons, until the reign of the kingdom of Perfia: 21 . 
To fulfil the word of the LC>RD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her fabbaths: 
for as long as (lie lay defolate. Hie kept her fabbaths, 
'to fulfil threelcore and ten years. 

We have here an account of the deftrucVion of the kingdom of.Tudah and 
the eity of Jerufalem hy theChaldeans. Abraham, God's friend, was called 
out of that country, from Ur of.Jthc Chuldecn, when God took him into 
covenant and communion with himielf, and now his degenerate feed were 
carried into that country again, to fignify that they had forfeited nil that 
kiudnefs wherewith thcy^hatf been loved for the father's fake, and the be- 
nefit of the covenant into which he was called; nil was now undone again. 

Here is, 1. The fins that brought this tlelblation. 

(I.) Zedekiah, the king- in whole days it came, brought it upon him- 
felf by his own folly. For lie carried liimfqlf very ill both towards God 
and towards the king of Babylon. 1. If lie had but made God hU friend 




himfclf before Jeremiah, ver. 12. It-\vus expcfclcd that this mighty 
prince, as big as he was, fhould humble him felf before a poor prophet, 
when hejpake from the mouth of the Lord, mould fubmit to his admonitions, 
and be amended by them ; to his eounfels, and be ruled by them ; fhould 
lay him felf under the commanding power of the word of God-in his mouth; 
and becaufe he would not thus make himfelf a fervant to God, he is made 
a Have to his enemies. They that will not humble themfelves, God will 
tind fome way or other to humble them. Jeremiah as a prophet was fct 
over the nations and kingdoms. Jer. i. 10. and as mean a figure as he made, 
whoever would not humble themfelves before him it was at their peril. 
2. If he had been but true to his covenant with the king of Babylon, that 
would have prevented his ruin ; but he rebelled again/1 him, though he had 
fworn to be his faithful tributary, and pcrlidioully violated his engagements 
to him, ver. 13. This was it that provoked the king of Babylon to deal 
fo foverely with him as he did. All nations looked upon an oath as a fa- 
cred thing, and thofe that durft break through the obligations of it as the 
•worft of men, abandoned of God, and to be abhorred by all mankind: if 
therefore Zedekiah falfify his oath, when /o, he has given his hand, hc/ltall 
7iot e/cape, Ezek. xvii. 18. Though Nebuchadnezzar was a heathen, an 
enemv, yet if having fworn to him^ to be falfe to him, he Ihall know there, 
is a God to whom vengeance belongs. The thing that ruined Zedekiah was 



not only that he turned not to the Lord God of Ifrael, but that he Jiiffcncd 
his neck and hardened his heart from turning to him, i. e. he was obftiuately 
refolved hot to return to him, would not lay his neck under God's yoke, 
nor his heart under the impreffioris of his words, and fo in effect he would 
not be healed, he would not live. 

(2.) The great iin that brought this <]cflruclion was idolatry; the priefts 
and people went after the abominations of the heathen, forfook the pure 
worfhip of God for the lewd and. filthy rites of the "Pagan fuperftition, 
ana* fo polluted the houfe cf the Lord, ver. 14. The priefis, the chief of 
the priefts,' that thould' have oppofed idolatry, were* ring-leaders in it. 
That place is not far from ruin, in which religion is already ruined. 



(3.) The great uggravation of their fin, and that which tilled the mca- 
furc of it, was the abufe they gave to God's prophets, who were feut to 
call them to repentance, ver. 15, lG. Where we have, 

1. God's tender eomjmifion towards them in fending prophets to them. 
Becaufe he was the God of their fathers, in covenant with them, and whom 
they worshipped; though this degenerate race forfook him, therefore he 
Jent to them by his metf'engers, to convince them of their fin, and to warn 
them of the ruin they would bring upon themfelves hy it; " riling up bi*- 
timea and fending," which notes not only that he did it with the'greatcft 
care and concern imaginable, as men rife betimes to fet their fervants on 
work, when their heart is upon their bu finds: but that upon their lirft de- 
viation from God to idols, if they took but one ftep that way, God pro 
fently feut to them by his meflengers to reprove them for it: lie "ave them 
early, timely notice both of their d uty and danger. Let this quicken us to 
feek God early, that he rifeth betimes to fend to us. The prophets that 
were fent, rofe betimes to fpeak to them, were diligent and faithful in their 
office, loft no time, Uipptd no opportunity ofdculiug with them, and there- 
fore God is faid to rife betimes. The more pains milliners take in their 
work, the more will the people have to anfwer for if it be all in vain. The 
reafon given, why God by his prophets did thus drive with them, is r be- 
caufe he had companion on his people, and on his dwelling-place, and would 
by thefe means have prevented their ru'i u. Note, The methods God takes 
to reclaim turners by his word, by miniftcrs, by conference, by providence-, 
are all iuftaneea of his compaflion towards them, and his uiiwilliuvuef* 
th a t am/ fit o u Id perijh . ° 

2. Their bafe aud di fin genu ous carriage towards God, tier. 16*. ihvy 
mocked the mejjbngcrs o/'OW, which was a high affront to him that fent them, 
defpifed his word in their mouths; and not only fo, but mif-ufed the pro- 
phets, treating them as their enemies. ' The ill ufagethev gave Jeremiah, 
who lived at this time, and which we read much of in the* book of his pro- 
phecy, is an inftance of this. This was an evidence of an implacable en- 
mity to God, and an invincible refolution to go on in their fins. This 
brought wrath upon them without remedy, for it was finning ngninft the 
remedy. Nothing is more provoking to God, than abufes given to his 
faithful xmiiiuera; for what is done ajrainft them, he takes as done againft 
him felf. Saul, Saul, why per/i'cutrfl thou me? Perfecution was the fin that 
brought upon Jerufalem its final deftruction bv the Romans. SmMatth 
xxiii. 34—37. Thofe that mock at God's faithful minifters, and do all" 
they can to render them defpieabfe or odious, that vex and mif-ufe them, 
to difcourage them, and to keep others from hearkening to them, let them 
know that a wrong done to an ambafiador is conftrued as done to the prince 
that fends them, and the day is coming, when they will find it had beea 
better for them, they had been thrown into the fea with a mill-ftone about 
their necks; for hell is deeper, and more dreadful. 

3. The defolation itfelf, and fome few of the particulars of it, which 
we had more largely, 2 Kings xxv. 

1. Multitudes were pat to the fword, even in the houfe of their f ancillary, 
ver. 17. whither they fled for refuge, Imping tl/e holiuels o> the place would 
be their protection : but how could they expect to find it fo, when they 
themfelves had polluted it with their abominations? ver. 14. Thefe that 
call oft' the dominion of their religion, forfeit all the benefit and eomibrt 
of it. The Chaldeans not only paid no reverence to the fun&uary, but 
fliewed no natural pity either to the tender lex, or to the venerable aged. 
They forfook God, who had compaflion on them, ver, 15. and . would 
have none of him ; juftly therefore are they given up into the hands of 
cruel men, that had no compassion on young man or maiden. 

2. All the remaining velfels of the temple, great and final], and' all the 
treafures, iacred and fecular, the treafures of God's houfe, and of the kin^ 
and his princes, were feized and brought to Babylon, ver. 16. ** 

3. The temple wasburut, the walls of Jerufalem demoliflied, thehoufes 
(called here the palaces, as Pfal. xlviii. 3. fo flately, rich and fumptuoui 
were they) laid in aflies, and all the furniture called here, tlic goodly veff'efc 
thereof, deftroyed, ver. 19. Let us fee here what woeful havock fin makes, 
and as we tender the comfort and continuance of our ellutes, keep that 
worm from the root of them. 

4. The remainder of the people that efcaped the fword were carried cap- 
tives to Babylon, ver, 20. impoveriflied, enfiaved, infulted and expofod t* 
all the miferies, not only of a ft range and barbarous laud, but of an enemy V 
land, where thofe that hated them bare rule of them. They were ftrvauls 
to thofe tnonarchs, and no doubt were ruled with rigour as Ion"- as that 
monarchy lafted. Now they fat down by the rivers of Cabylon^vith the 
fcreams of which they mingled their tears, Pfal. exxxvii. 1, And though 
there it fhould fecm they were cured of idolatry; yet, as appears bv the 
prophet Kzekiel, they were not cured of mockiug the prophets* 

5. The land lay defolatc while they were captives in Babylon, ver. 21. 
That fruitful land, the glory of all lands, was now turned into a defer r, 
not tilled nor huibanded. The paftures not clothed as they nfed to be witls 
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land enjoyeth her fabbaths, ver. 21. as God had threatened bvMofes, Lev. 
xxvi. 34. and the reafon there given, ver. 35. is becaufe it did not rcfr <m 
your fabbaths, you profaned the fabbatl^-day, did notobfervc the fahbattcu? 
year. They many a time ploughed and lowed their land in the feventh year 
when it fhould have refted, and now it lay un ploughed and unfowu for ten 
times feven years. Note, God will be no lofer in his glory at lono- run bv 
the difobedience of men; if the tribute be not paid,' he will diftraiu ana 
recover it, ns he fpeaks, llof. ii. p. If they would not let the land rt.fr, 
God would make it reft whether they would or no. Some think they had 
neglected the observance of feventy fabbatical years in all, and juft fo 
many by way of reprifal the land now enjoyed ; or if thofe neglected wer<-. 
fewer, it was-iit the law fhould be fatisried with intereft. We find one of 
the quarrels God had with them at this time w.is for not ohferving another 
law which related to the feventh year, and that was the releafe of fervants, 
fee Jer. xxxiv. 13, &c. (2.) Yet we may confidcr it as- giving fome encou- 
ragement to their hopes, that they fliould in due time. return to it again. 
Had others come and taken poifeuion of it, thev might have defpaired of 
ever recovering it; but while it lay defolate, it did as it were lie waiting 
for them again, and refute to acknowledge any other owners. 

22. Now in thfc firft year of Cyrus 'king of Perila 
fthat the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, might be accomplifhed) the LORD ftirred 
up the fpjrit of Cyrus king of Perfia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
alio in writing, faying, 23. Thus faith. Cyrus kins of 
Perfia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD 
God of heaven given me, and he hath charged me to 
build him an houfe in Jerufalem which is in Judah: 

who 
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who is there among you of all his people? the LORD 
his God be with him, and let him go up. 

► 

Thefetwo laft verfes of this book have a double afyecr. 

1. They that look back to the prophecy of Jeremiah, and mew how 
that was nccomplifhed, ver. 22. God had by him prom i fed the r eft o ring 
of the captives, and the re-building of Jerufalem at the end of feventy 
years, and that time to favour Sion, that fet time came at laft. After a 
long and dark night, the day fprinc from on high vifited them. God 
will be found true to every word he has fpoken. 



9- They looked forward to the hiftory of Ezra, which begins with re- 
petition of thefe two laft verfes. They are there the introduction to a plea- 
font ftory, here they are the conclufion of a very melancholy one ; and fa 
we learn from them, that though God's ehurch'be caftdown, it is not caft 
off; Though his people be corrected, they are not abandoned ; though, 
thrown into the furnace, yet not loft there, nor left there any longer than 
till the drofs be feparted. Though God contend long, he will not con- 
tend always. The Ifrael of God fhall be fetched out of Babylon in due 
time, and even the dry bones made to live. It may be lone firft ; but the 
vifion is for an appointed time, and at the end it ftall fpeak and not lie j 
therefore though it tarry, wait for it. 
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' of the Apocalypse, concerning the deliverance of the gospel church out of the New Testament Babylon. Ezra preserved the records 
of that ffreat revolution, and transmitted them to the church in this book. His name signifies a helper; and so he was to that peo- 
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pie. A~particular account concerning him we shall meet with, chap. vii, where be himself enters upon the stage of acticm. The 
book gives us an account, (I.) Of the Jews return oqt of their captivity, chap. i. and ii. (2.) Of the building of the temple, the op- 
position it met with, and yet the perfecting of it at last, chap. Hi,— vi. Of £zra'« coming to Jerusalem, chap. vii. and viii. (4.) Of 
the good service he did there, in obliging those that had married strange wives to put them away, chap. ix. and x. This beginning 
again of the Jewish nation was small, yet its latter end greatly increased. 



CHAP. I. 

hi this chapter we have, (l.) The proclamation ivhich Cyrus, king of 
Persia, {fitted out for the releafe of all the Jews that he found captives 
in Babylon ; and the building of their temple in Jervfaiem, ver. 1- — 4. 
(<■>.) The return of many thereupon, ver. 5 — 6. Orders given for 

the rejlorivg of the vtffvls of the temple, ver. 7 — 1 1. And this is the 
dataiing of the day of their deliverance. 

l.TWTOW in the firft year of Cyrus king of Perfia, 
j[N (that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be fulfilled) the LORD ftirred up 
the fpirit of Cyrus king of Perfia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and pwf it 
alfo in writing, laying, 2* Thus faith Cyrus king of 
Perfia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged 
me to build him an houle at Jerufalem, which 'is in 
Judah. 3. Who is there amongyou of all his people ? 
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerufalem, 
which is in Judah ; and build the houfe of the LORD 
God of Ifrael (he is the God) which is in Jerufalem. 
4* And whofoever remaineth in any ip lace where he 
ibjourneth, let the men of his place help him with 
ill ver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
beafts, befide the freer-will offering for the houfe of 
God that is in Jerufalem. * . 

r 

■ 

It will be s proper. for us here to confider, , . 1 

1. What was the frufe of the captive Jews, in Babylon , it was upon ma- 
ny accounts very deplorable; they were under the power of thofe ibat 
bntedf them, hud nothing they could call their own ;tbey-had no'temnle, 
no altar. If they fung piiilms their enemies ridiculed them, and yet they 
had prophets among them,. Ezekial and Daniel were .kept diftin£t from 



. the heathen: mine of them were preferred at court, others had comfort- 
able fettlements.in the country, and they were ali'bornfc iip with hope, 
that in due time they Jhonld return to their own land again, in expec- 
tation of which they 'preferred among them the diftin&ion of their fami- 
lies, the knowledge of their religion, and an averliou to idolatry. 
' 2. What was the'feute of the government under which they. were. Ne- 
buchadnezzar carried many of them into captivity, in the firft vear'ofhts 
. LXV. 



reign, which was the fourth of JcholaVim ; he reigned forty-five years, his 
fon Bvil-merodach twenty-three, and his grandfon BeHhazzar three years, 
which make up the feventy years. So Dr. Lightfoot. It is charged upon. 
Nebuchadnezzar, that he opened not the houfe of his prifoners, Ifa. xiv. 17. 
And if he had (hewed mercy to the poor Jews, Daniel told him, it would 
have been the lengthening of his tranquillity, Dan. iv. 17. But the mcafure 
of the fins of Babylon was ut length full, and then deftructiou was brought 
upon them by Darius the Mcde and Cy rutfthe Periian, which wc read of. 
Van. v. Darius, being old, left the government to Cyrus, and he was 
employed as the inftrumeat of the Jews deliverance, which he gave orders 
for as foouas ever he was maftcr of the kingdom of Babylon, either .in con- 
tradiction to Nebuchadnezzar, whofe family he had cut off, and becaufe 




lifted, and well known above one hundred and fifty years before, where he 
wasexprefsly named,' asthe man that -mould do this forGod, and for whom 
God would; do great things, //o..x1iv. 28.— xlv. 1, Sfc. and which perhaps 
was Chewed him by thofe about him. His name fome fay in the Periian 
language iignifies the fun, for he brought light and healing to the church 
of God; ana' was an eminent type of Chrift the fun of righteoufnefs. Some 
fay his name Cgnifies a father, and Chrift is the everlafting father. 
$Iow here we are told, 

1. Whence this proclamation took its rife. The Lordflirrcdup the fpirit 
of Cyrus. «Note, The hearts of kings are in the hand of the Lord, and, like 
the rivulets of water, he tUrneth them which way foever he will. It is faid 
of Cyrus, that he 'knew -not God, nor how to ferve him, but God knew 
him, and how to ferve himfelf by him, Ifa. xlv. 4. God governs the world, 
by his influence on the fpiritsbf men»*find whatever good is done at any 
time it is God that ftirsnip the fpirit to'do it, puts thoughts into the mind, 
gives to the underftanding to form a right judgment, and directs the will 
which' way-he pleafeth. Whatever good offices therefore are at any time 
done for the church of God, he moft have the glory of them. 
• 2: -The reference it had to the prophecy of Jeremiah, by whom God 
hod not onl^ promifed thdt they'fliould. return, but had fixed the time, 
which fet time to favour Sion was now come. Seventy years were deter- 
mined, Jer. xx v. 12. — xxix. 1 0. And he that kept the promife made con- 
cerning lfrael's deliverance oUt of Egypt to a,dat/ t Exod. xii. 41. doubt- 
lefs was aa punctual to this. What Cyrus now did, was longfioce faid to 
be the confirming of the word of God? s fervants, Ifa. xliv. 20. Jeremiah, 
while he lived, was hated and defpifed, yet thus did providence honour 
him longafter; that'a mighty monarch ftall aclin purfuahceofthe word 
of the Lord by his mouth. 

3. The date of this proclamation. It Was in his firft year,, not the firft 
of his reijm over 'Perfia, the kingdom he was born'to, but the firft of his 
reign orer Babylon, the kingdom he had conquered. Thofe are much 
honoured whofe fpirits are ftirred up tb'begin with'God and to ferve htm 
in their firft years. . ... 

9 L 4. The 
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4. The publication of it, both by word of mouth, lie cavfcd a voice to 
pafs throughout all his kingdom, like a jubilee trumpet (a joyful fabbatical 
year after many melancholy ones) proclaiming liberty to the captives; and 
in black and white too, he put it in writing, that it might be the more fa- 
tisfaSory, and might be font to thofe diftant provinces where the ten 
tribes were fcattered, in AlTyria and Media, 2 Kings xvii. G. 

5. The purport of this proclamation of liberty. I. The preamble'fhewa 
the caufes and conGderations of him thereunto moving, ver. 2. It (hould 
ieem, his mind was enlightened with the knowledge of Jehovah, for fo he 
calls hmi, the God of Ifrael, as the only living and true God, the God of 
heaven, who is the fovereign Lord and difpofer of all the kingdoms of the 

C \ 'u °/ t im he ruith ' ver ' 3 ' IIe " the God > God alone t God above all 
though he had not known God by education,God made him fo farto know 

him now, as that he did this fervice with an eye to him. He profefled that 
he doth it, (, 1.) In gratitude to God for the favours he had beftowed tipon* 
him. The God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. This 
iounds a little vain-glorious, for there were many kingdoms of the earth 
which he had nothing; to do with ; but he means, that God had given him 
all that was given to Nebuchadnezzar, whofe dominion, Daniel faith, was 
to the end of the earth, Dan. iv. 22.— v. IOv Note, God is the fountain of 
power; the kingdoms of the earth are at his difpofe: whatever (hare any 
have ok them, they have it from him: and thofe whom God hnsintrufted 
with great power and large pofleOions, mould look upon themfelves as 
obliged thereby to do much for him. (2.) In obedience to God. He hath 
charged me to build him a houfe at Jernfulem ; probably by a dream ora vi- 
sion of the night, con firmed by comparing it with the prophecy of Ifaiah, 
where his doi ng it was foretold, Ifrael's di fobedience to God's charge, which 



CJlUD. II. 



ami a dcfire oi the free and public exercife of their relkion. Mad God 
left them to themfelves, and to the counfcls of llefli and blood, llu«y had 
fluid m Babylon, but he put it into their hearts to let their laces Sion- 
ward, and as ihungers to nlk the way -thither, [Jer. I. 5,) for thev bum* a 
new generation, went out like their father Abraham from this land of the 
Cha dees, not knowing whither they went, lied. xi. 8. Note, whatever 




they wereotten told of, is aggravated by the obedience of this heathen king. 

2. He gives Free leave to all the Jews that were in his dominions to^o up 
to Jerufalem, and to build the temple of the Lord there, ver. 3. fcfis re- 
gard to God made him overlook, (1.) the fpcular interefis of his govern- 
ment : it had been his policy to keep fo great a number of ferviceable jnen 
in his dominions, and feemed impolitic to let them go and take root ainiin 
in their own land, but piety is the heft policy. (2.) The honour of the re- 
ligiou of his country. Why did he not order them to build a temple to 
the gods of Babylon or Perfm ? No, he believes the God of Ifrael to be 
the God of heaven, and therefore obligeth his Ifrael to worfhip him onlv; 
Jet them walk in the name of the Lord their God. 

3. He fubjoins a brief fora collection to bear their expences that were 
poor, and not able to bear their own, ver. 4. Whomever remaineth, be- 
caule he has not wherewithal to bear hischarges to Jerufalem, let the men 
of his place help him-, fome take it as an order to the king's officers to fup- 
ply them out ot his revenue, as chap. vi. 8. But it may mean a warrant 
to the captives, to aft and receive the alms and charitable contributions 
or all the kings loving fubje6ts. And we may fuppofe the Jews had car- 
ried themfelves fo well among their neighbours, that they- would be as 
forward to accommodate them, becaufe they loved them, as the Egyptians 
were, becaufe they were weary of them. At leaft many would be kind to 
them, becaufe they faw the government would take it well. Cyrus not 
only gave his good wilbes with them that went, their God be with them, 
ver. 3, but took care alfo to furnifh them with fuch things as they need - 

^ u V 50 * lt for granted, thofe among them that were of ability would 
oner their free-wilt offering for the houfe of God, to promote the re-build- 
ing of it. But befides that he would have them fupplied out of his king- 
dom. Wen-withers to the temple lhould be well doers for it. 

5. IT Then rofe up the chief of the fathers of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the priefts and the Levites, with 
all them whofe fpirit God had raifed to go up, to build 
the houfe of the LORD whick is in Jerufalem. 6. 
And all they that were about them ftrengthened their 
hands with vetiels of filver, with gold, with goods, 
and with beafts, and with precious things, befule all 
that was willingly offered. 7. If Alfo Cyrus the kins 
brought forth the veffels of the houfe of the LORD, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of 
Jerufalem, and had put them in the houfe of his 
gods: 8. Even thole did Cyrus king of Perfia brin~ 
forth by the hand of Mithredath the treafurer, and 
numbered them unto Shelhbazzar the prince of Ju- 
dah. 9 .And jthis ir the number of them: thirtv chargers 
of gold, a thoufand chargers of filver, nine and twenty 
knives, 10. Thirty bafons of gold; filver bafons of a 
fecond sort four hundred and ten, another vefTels a 
thoufand. 1 1 . All the vefiels of gold and of filver, 
were five thoufand and four hundred. All these did 
Shefhbazzar bring up with them of the captivity, that 
were brought up from Babylon unto Jerufalem. 

* 1 * * * 



Uie unrighteous dominion ot fin, and bound over to the righteous iudir- 

•?* n . t °* S?^. Inay be madu free h y Jefus Chrift:. whoever will by renen- 
rfance and a.th return to God; his dnly to God, his liappmefs in Ged Je- 
lus ' Chrift has opened the way for him, and let him go up outof the flaverv 
? h u ,n 5,*5 glorious liberty of the children of God. The offer is «ener:U 
to all;. Chnfr makes it in purfuan.ee of the »mut which the Father has 
made him ot all power both in heaven and in earth, a much greater domi 
111011 than that given to Cyrus, ver. 2. and of the charge's! ven him to 
build God a houje, to fethnn up a church in the world, a kingdom umonsr 
men. Many that hear this joyful found choofe to fit Hill in Babylon are 
m lore with their tins, and will not venture upon the difficulties of aholv 
Ide; but fome there are that break through the difcoura-eineuts and 
relolve to build the houfe of God, to make heaven of their relitrion what- 
ev er , t coft t h e » : , and they are thofe whofe fpirit God hath raffed above 
the world and the flelb, and whom he has mudewiltin? m the dot of hi* 
power, Pf. ex. 3 Thus will the heavenly Canaan be replenifhed, tho« K ii 
many penfli in Babylon ; and the gofpel-orler will not be made in vain. 

W" 5 ,,uvl "> r S ive » orders that their neighbours fl.oold help them, 
they did fo, nr. 0. All they that were about them, furnifhed them with 
plate and goods to bear the charges of their journey, and to help them in 
building and furnifhmg both their own lioufc* and God's. As the taber- 
nacle was made of the fpoils of Egypt, and the rii tV temple built bv the 
labours of the Grangers, fo the fecond by the contributions of the Chal- 
deans, all intimatmg the admilfion of the Gentiles into the church in due 
time. God can where he pleafes incline the hearts of frran.>ers to be kind 
to his people, and make thofe to ilrengthen their hands tfiit have weak- 
ened them, the earth helped the woman. Besides what was tcillinah offer- 
ed by the. Jeivs.themfelves, who itaid behind from a principle 5* low to 
God and^is houie, much was offered, as one may fay, unwillingly, bv 
the Baby omans, who were influenced to do it by a divine power on 'their 
minds, which they themfelves could give no account of. 

2. Haw tins proclamation was" fecoiulcd by Cyrus himfelf. To ^ive 
proot or the uncerity of his affeaion to the houfe of God, he not onl?re- 
Ualed the people of God, but reftored the vefTels of the temple, ver 7 8 
Obferve here, (I.) How careful providence was of the vefiels of the tem- 
ple, that they were not loft, melted down, or fo mixed with other veffels 



*\Ve are here told, 

1. How Cyrus's proclamation fucceeded with others. 

(I.) He having given leave to the Jews to go up to Jerufalem, many of 
them went up accordingly, ver. 5. The leaders herein were the chief of the 
fathers of Judah and Benjamin, eminent and experienced men, from whom 
it might juftly be expefted, that as they were above their brethren iu dig- 
nity, fo they lhould go before them in duty. The priefts and Levites were 
(as became them) with the firft that fet their faces again towards Siou. If 
any good work is to be done, let minifters lead in it. They that accompa- 
nied them were fuch as God had inclined to go . up. The fame God that 
had raifed up the fpirit of Cyrus to proclaim this liberty, raifed up their 
fpirits to take the benefit of it, for it was done, not by might, nor by power 
but by the Spirit oftheLordofhpfisrZech. iv. 6. The temptation perhaps 
wasftrong to fome of them to flay in Babylon, they had convenient fettle- 
ments there, had contracted art acquaintance with the neighbours that was 
pleating enough to them, and were ready to fay, It. is good to be here : the 
difcouragemcnts of their, return were many and great, the journey long, 
their wives and children unfit, for travel, their own land was to them a 
ftrange land, tbe road to it an unknown road. Go up to Jerufalem ? And 
Whatlhould they do there? ..It was all in ruins, and in the midft of enemies, 
to whom they would be an eafy prey; many were wrought upon by thefe 
confideratipnsto Hay In Babylon, at leaft not to go with the firft ; but there 
were fome that broke through thefe diraculties,.ventured'to break the ice 
t and feared not the lion in the way, the lion in theftreets; nnd they were 
thofe whofe fpirifca God raifed. jHc-by.his Spirit and grace* filled them 
with a generous ambitiou of liberty, agracious affection to .their own land, 



, _ «... ■* «w<utvj mem mat are ins, and thev 

ftm none of them pcrijli. ( 3 .) That though they had been nut into aii 
idol's temple, and probably ufed in the fervice of idols, yet thev were 
given back to be ufed for God. God will recover his own; and the fnoil 

Sii ♦ r0 ? S i n ! a, i Ur . med fl,aU be converted to of the conqueror, 

ioh yiI r l -il a i a p [ l ? c , e ' 1 e . ve " In ca Pt>vity. Shefhbazzar, fuppofcd 
to bev he Came with Zerubbabel is here called prince of Judah ; the Chal- 
deans called him Shefhbazzar, which fignities joy in tribulation : bu TL 
mong his own people he went by the name of Zerubbabel, a ftran-er in 
Babylon ; fo he looked upon himfelt; and that Jerufalem was his lTomc 
though, as Jofephus faith, he was captain of the life-guard to the kinrrof 
Baby lon. He took care of the affairs of the Jews, and 8 had fome authofrtv 
over them, probably fince the death of Jehoiachin, or Jecouiah, who made 
Imn his heir, he beins of the houfe of David. (4.) That to him the facred 
veffels were numbered out, ver. 8. And he took care for their fafc con 
yeyance to Jerufalem, ver. 11. It would encourage them to build the 
temple, that they had fo much rich furniture ready to put in it when it 
was built. Though God's ordinances, like the veffels of the fanftuarv 
may be corrupted and profaned by the New Teftament Babvlon, thev 
fhall .,, due time be reftored to their primitive ufe and intention, for not 
one jot or tittle of divine inftitutiou (hull fall to the ground. 

CHAP. II. 

^at many returned out of Babylon upon Cyrus's proclamation we were 
told m the foregoing chapter, we have here a catalogue of the feveral 
Jamzltes that returned, ver. 1. (l.) The leaders, ver. 1 . fo i Thl 
people, ver. 3—35. (3.) The priefis, Levites, and retainers to Mhe 
people, ver. 36-63. >4.) The fum total, with an account ofthctr 



1 

1 * 1VT C)W thefe are tlie cllildr en of the province that 
Xll wentupoutofthecaptivity,ofthofewhichhad 

been earned away, whom Nebuchadnezzar thekino- of 
Jiabylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came 

again unto Jerufalem and Judah. every one unto his 
city'; 2. Which came with Zerubbabel : Jeflma, Nehe- 
miah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,Mordecai, Bilfliam, Mizpar 
Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of 
the people of Ifrael . 3. The children of Parofli,. two 
thouiand an hundred feventy and two. 4. Thechildreri 
of Shephatiah, three hundred feventy and two 5 
The children ufArah, feven hundred feventy and five' 
5. Ihe children of Pahath-moab, of the children of 
Jefliua and Jpab; two thoufand eight hundred and 
twelve. 7: The children of Elam, a. thoufand two 
hundred fifty and four. 8. The children of Zattu 
nine hundred forty and five. 9. The children of Zac- 
cai, feven hundred and threeicore. 10. The children 
°r5 a , m, - fi ? hundred forty and two. 11 . The children 
ofBebai, fix hundred twenty and three. 12. The chil- 
dren of Azgad, a thoufand two hundred twenty and 
two. 13. The children of Adonikam, . fix hundred 

• >fixty 
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Chap. XI. 



i, three hundred twenty and three. 13 The chil- 
of Jorah, an hundred and twelve, ly. The chil- 



iixtyand fix. 14. The children of JBigvai, two thou- 
iand lifty and fix. J 5. The children of Ad in, four 
hundred fifty and four. 16. The children of Ater of 
Hezekiah, ninety and eight. 17- The children of 
Bezai 
dren 

drenof H allium, two hundred twenty and three. 20. 
The children of Gibbar, ninety and five. Si. The 
children of Beth-leh em , an h u nd red twenty and t h ree . 
gg. The men of Netophah, fifty and lix. 123. The 
men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight. 24 
The children of Azmaveth, forty and two. 25. The 
children of Kirjah-arim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, 
leyen hundred and forty and three. 26\ The children 
of Kama and Gaba, fix hundred twenty and one. 27. 
The men of Michnias, an hundred twenty and two. 
£8. The men of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred twenty 
and three. 20. The children of Nebo, fifty and two. 

30. The children of Magbiih, an hundred fifty and fix. 

31. The children of the other Elain, a thoufand two 
hundred fifty and four. S2. The children of Harira, 
three hundred and twenty. 33. The children of Lod, 
Haclidand Ono, feven hundred twenty and five. 34. 
The children of Jericho, three hundred forty and five. 
35. The children of Senaah, three thoufand and fix 

hundred and thirty. 



We may obferve here, 




God, and their affection to their own land, and to ftir up others to imitate 
their good example. Thole that honour God, he will thus honour. The 
names of all thofe Ifraelitea indeed, that accept the ofFer of deliverance by 
Chrift, (hull be found to their honour in a more facred record than this, 
even in the Lamb's booh of life. (2.) For the benefit of pofterity, that they 
might know from whom they descended, and to whom, they were allied. 

2. That they are called cfii/dren of the province. Judah that had been 
an illuftrious kingdom- to which other kingdoms had been made provinces 
fubject to it and dependent on it, now was itfelf made a province, to re- 
ceive laws and commiflions from the king of Periia, and to be account- 
able to him. See how lin dimiuiftieth and debafeth a nation, which righ- 
teouinefs would exalt. But by thus being made fervants, as the patriarchs 
being fojouruers in their own country which was theirs by promife, they 
were winded of the better country* that is the heavenly, I-lcb. xi. 14. a 
kingdom that cannot be moved, or changed into a province. 

3. That they are faid to come every one to his city, i. e. the city ap- 
pointed them, in which appointment an eye no doubt was had to their 
former fettlement by Joftiuu, and to that as near as might be they 
returned, for it doth not appear that any others, at leaft fome that were 
able tboppofc them, had uofleffed them in their abfence. 

4. That the leaders are tirft mentioned, ver. 2. Zerubbabel and Jefliua 
were their Mofes and Aaron, the former their chief prince, the latter their 
chiet prielt. Nehemiuh and Mordecai are mentioned here ; fome tliink not 
the fame with the famous men we afterwards meet with of thofe names : 
probably they were the fame ; but afterwards returned to court for the 
lervice of their country. 

o. Some of thefc feveral families are named from the perfons that were 
their an eel tors, others from the pluces in which they had formerly refided ; 
as with us many furuames are the proper names of perfons, others of places. 

0". Some little difference there is between the numbers of fome of the 
families here and in Neh. vii. where this catalogue is repeated ; which 
might arife from tliis, that fome who had given in their names at lirft to 
come, ufterwurdu dre.v back, faid, I go, ij'r, but went not, which would 
lellen the number of the families they belonged to ; other that declined 
at first, ajtcrwards repented and went, and fo increufed the number. 

7. Here are two families that are called the children of Flam, one ver. 
7, another ver, 31. and, which is strange, the number of both is the fame, 
one thoufand two hundred fifty-four. 

8. The children of Adorn kern, which fignifies a high lord, were fix hun* 
dred iixy-fix, juftthe number of the hcajl, Kev. xiii. 18. which is there faid 
u> be the number of a man, which Mr. Hugh Broughton thinks has re- 
ference to this man. 

9. The childreu of Bethlehem [ver, SI.) were but one hundred twenty- 
tliTee, though it was David's city ; for Bethlehem was little among the 
thoxifands of Judah, yet there muft the MeiTiah arifc, 3Hc. v. 2. 

10. Anathoth had been a famous place in the tribe of Benjamin, and 
vet here it numbered but one hundred twenty-eight, ver, 23. which is to 
be imputed to the divine curfe, which the men of Anathoth brought up- 
on themfeles by perfecuting Jeremiah, who was of their city, Jer.xu 21 — 
23. there f hall be no remnant of them, for I will bring evil upon the men of 
Anathoth, And fee If a. x. 30. O pour Anathoth! nothing brings ruin 
on a people fooner than perfecution. 

36. If The priefts : the children of Jedaiah, of the 
houfe of Jelhua, nine hundred feventy and three. 37. 
The children of Imraer, a thouiand fifty and two. 38. 
The children of Pafhur, a thouiand two hundred forty 
and feven. 39. The children of Harim, a thoufand 
and feven teen. 40. U" The Levites: the children of 
Jefliua, and Kadmiel, of the chidreh of Hodaviah, 
feventy and four. 41 . 1f The fingers : the children of 
Afaph, an hundred twenty and eight. 42. The 
children of the porters : the children of Shallum, the 
children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children 
ofAkkub, thechildren of Hatita, the children of SHor 
bai, in all, an hundred thirty and nine. .43. The 
Nethinims : the children of Ziha, the children of Ha- 
fupha, the children of Tabbaoth. 44. The children 
of Keros, thechildren of Siaha, the children of Padon, 



45. The children of Lebanah, the children of Haga- 
bah, thechildren ofAkkub, 46*. The children of 
Hagab, the children of Shamlai, the children of Ha- 
nan, 47. The children of Giddel, the children of 
Gahar, the children of Reaiah, 48. The children of 
Rezin, the children of Nekodah, the children of Gaz- 
zara, 40. The children of Uzziah, the children of 
Pafeah, the children of Befai, 50. The children of 
Afnah, the children of Mehunim, thechildren of Ne- 
phufim, 51. The children of Bakbuk, the children of 
Hakupha, thechildren ofHarhur, 52. The children 
of Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the children of 
Harfha, 53. The children of Barkos, the children of 
Sifera, the children of Thamah, 54. The children of 
Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 55 The children 
of Solomon's fervants: the children of Sotai, thechil- 
dren of Sophereth, the children of Peruda, 56. The 
children of Jaalah, thechildren ofDarkon, the chil- 
dren of Giddel, 57. Thechildren of vShephatiah, the 
children ofliattil, the children of Pochereth of Ze- 
bairn, the children of Ami. 58. All the Nethinims, 
and the children of Solomon's lervants^ were three 
hundred ninety and two. 59. And thefe were they 
which went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harfa, Cherub, 
Addan, and I miner: but they could not fliew their fa r 
ther's houfe, and their feed, whether they xvere of II- 
raei : 60. The children of Delaiah, the children of To- 
biah, the children of Nekoda, lix hundred fifty and 
two. 6*1. And of thechildren of the priefts: thechil- 
dren of H abai ah, the children of Koz, thechildren 
of Barziilai (which took a wife ot the daughters of 
Barziilai the Gileadite, and was called after their 
name) : 6*2. Thefe fought theirregifter tfwo//"- thofe that 
were reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found: 
therefore were they, as polluted, put from the prieft- 
hood. 63. And the Tirfhatha faid unto them, that 
they fliould not eat of the mod holy things, till there 
Hood up a priefl with Urim and with Thummiin. 



Here is>l. An account of the priefts that returned, and they were a con- 
fiderable number; about a tenth part of the whole company; for the 
whole were forty-two thoufand and odd, ver. 64. and four families of 
priefts made up forty-two hundred and odd, ver. 36— 3£). thus was the 
tenth God's part; a blefled decimation. Three of the fathers of the priefts 
here named were heads of eourfes, 1 Chron: xxiv. 7, 8, 14. The fourth 
is Pafliur, ver. 38. if thefe were of the pofterity of that Pafhur that 
abufed Jeremiah, Jer, xx. 1. it is ftrange that fo ill a man fliould have 
fo good a feed, andfo numerous. 

2. Of the Levites, and 1 cannot but admire at the fm all number of 
them, for taking in both the fingers and the porters, ver. 40, 41, 42, they 
did not make three hundred and fifty. Time was, when the Levites 
were more forward to their duty than the priefts, 2 Chron. xxix. 34. but 
they were not fo now. If one place, one family, has the reputation for 
pious zeal now, another may have it another time. The ivind bloics where 
it lijiclhy and fliifts its point. 

3. Of the Nethinims, who it is fuppofed were the Gibeonites, given 
(fo their name lignifies) by Jofhuu firlr, Jujli. ix. 27. and again by David, 
Ezra viii. 20. when Saul had expelled them, to be employed by the Le- 
vites in the work of God's houfe as hewers of wood and drawers of water ;' 
and with them of the children of Caolomon's fervants, whom he gave for the 
like ufe (whether they were Jews or Gentiles doth not appear) and who 
are here taken notice of amoug the retainers of the temple, and number- 
ed with the Nethinims, ver. 56' — 58. Note, It is an honour to belong 
to God's houfe, though in the meaneft office there. 

4. Of fome that were looked upon as Ifraelites by birth, and others as 
priefts, and yet could not make outa clear title to the honour. . • ' 

1. There were fome that could not prove themfelves Ifraelites, ver: 59, 
60. A confiderable number, who pre fumed they were of the feed of Ja- 
cob, but could not produce their pedigrees, and yet would go up to Je- 
rufalem,havinganafte6tion to the houfe and people of God ; thefe {burned 
thofe who were true-born Ifraelites, and yet not to be called Ifraelites in- 
deed ; came out of the waters of Judah, Ifa. xlviii* I* but had loft the re- 
lifti of thefe waters. 

2. There were others that could not prove themfelves priefts, and yet 
were fuppofed to be of the feed of Aaron. What is not preferved in black 
and white, will in all likelihood be forgotten in a little time. Now we are 
here told, (1.) How they loft their evidence. One of their anccftors mar- 
ried a daughter of Barziilai, that great man whom we read of in David's 
time, was proud of an alliance to that' honourable family, and preferring 
that before the dignity of his priefthood, would- have his children called 
after Barziilai 's family; and their pedigree preferved in the.regifters of 
that houfe, not of the houfe of Aaron, and fo they loft it. In Babylon, 
there was nothing to be got by the priefthood, and therefore they cared 
not for being akin to it. Thofe who think their mini ft ry, or their relation 
to rainifters, a diminution or difparagement to them, forget who it was 
that faid, I magnify my office. (2.) What they lojt with it. It (hould not 
be taken for granted, when they could not produce their proofs, but they 
were, as polluted, put from the priefl hood. Now the priefts had recovered 
their rights, and had the altar to live npon again, they would, gladly be 
looked upon as priefts. But they had fold their birth-right for the honour 
of being gentlemen, and therefore were juftly degraded, and" forbidden 
to.ear ofthemofl holy things. Note, Chrift will be aftamed of thofe that 
are afliamed of hirrhand his fervice. 

It wastheTirlhatha, or governor, that put them under this fequeftration, 
whicb fome underftand of Zerubbabel the prefent governor, others of N ehe* 
miah, who is fo called, Neh. viii. g.— 1. and gave this order when he 
came fome years after. Blit the : prohibition was not abfolute, it was only 
a fufpenfion, till there fliould be'a high-prieft With Urim and Thummim, by 
whom they might know God's mind in this matter.' " This, it'feems, was 
expeOed and defired, but it doth not appear that ever they; were blefled 
.with it under the fecond temple. They had the-canon of the Old Teftament 

* ' complete. 
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complete, which was bailor than Urim; and by the want of that oracle, 
were taught to expert theMelliah tlie great oracle, which the Urim ami 
Tli "in mi ni was but u type of. Nor doth it appear, that the fecond tem- 
ple had the ark in it, either the old one or a pew one; thole fbaclows by 
degrees vanifhcd, as the fubftance approached ; and God by the prophet 
intimates to his people, that they fhould fuftam no damage by the want 
of the ark, tier, iii. lb", In thofe days, when they Jhali call Jcrufalem the 
throne of the Lord, and all the nations Jltall be gathered to it, they (hall 
fay no more the arte of the covenant o f the Lord, neither Jltall it come to 
mind, for they (hall do well enough without it. 

64>. The whole congregation together, was forty 
and two thou (and three hundred and threefcore. 65. 
Befide their fervants and their maids, of whom there 
were feven thoufand three hundred thirty and feven : 
and there were among them two hundred linging-men 
and fmging- women. 66*. Their horfes were feven hun- 
dred thirty and fix: their mules two hundred forty 
and live : 67. Their camels^ four hundred thirty and 
five ; their affes, fix thoufand leven hundred and twen- 
ty. 6*8. 5f And so?ne of the chiefs of the fathers, when 
they came to the houfe of the LORD which is at Je- 
rufalem, offered freely for the houfe of God to fet it 
up in his place : 69. They gave after their ability un- 
to the treafure of the work, threefcore and one thou- 
fand drams of gold, and five thoufand pounds of fil- 
ver, and one hundred prielts' garments. 70. So the 
priefts and the Lev ites, and some of the people, and 
t he fingers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt 
in their cities, and all Ifrael in their cities. 



Here is, 1. The fum total of the company that returned now out of Ba- 
bylon. The particularfums before-mentioned amount not quite to thirty 
thoufand, (twenty-nine thoufand eight hundred and eighteen) Ai that there 
were above twelve thou land that caine not into any of thofe accounts, 
who, it is probable, were of the reft of the tribes of Ifrael, befides Judith 
and Benjamin, that could not tell of what particular family or city they 
were, but that they were Ifrael ites, and of what tribe. Now, (I.) This 
was more than double the number that were carried captive into Babylon 
by Nebuchadnezzar, fo that, as in Egypt, the time of their affliction" was 
the tithe of their increafe. (2.) There were but few to begin a nation 
with, and yet, by virtue of tlie old promife made to their fathers, they 
multiplied fo us before their lad dcftru&ion by the Romans, about five 
numbed years after, to be a very populous country. When God faith, 
increafe and multiply, a Utile one Jliall become a thoufand* 

2. Their retinue. They were theinfelves little better than fervants, and 
therefore no wonder their fervants were comparatively but few, ver. 65. 
and their beafts of burden about as many, ver. 6*0', 6*7. It was not with 
them uow, as in the clays paft. But notice is taken of two hundred singing- 
men and xuoincn they had 'among them, who we will fuppofe intended as 
thofe, 2 Citron, xxxv. 25. to excite their mourning* for it was foretold they 
iiiould upon this occafion go weeping. Jar. I. 4. with ditties of lamentation. 
. a. Their oblations. It . is /hid, ver. 63, Co. (i.) That they came to the 
houfe of the Lord at Jcrufalem, and yet that houfe, that holy and beau- 
tiful houfe, was now in ruins, a heap of rubbilh; but, like their father 
Abraham, when the altar was gone thejj came 'with devotion to ttic place 
of the altar, Gen. siii. 4. and it is the character of the genuine fons of Zion, 
that they favour even the duf I thereof, Pfalm eii. 14. (2.) That they of- 
fered freely towards the Jetting of it up in his place. That, it feems, was 
the fvrft houfe they talked of letting up, and though thev came off a jour- 




thev come to balance the account, they will find it quit coft. Their offer- 
ing* was nothing in coin parifon with the offerings of the princes in David's 
time; then they offered by talents, 1 Chron, xxix. /. now by drams, yet 
thofe drains being after their ability, were as acceptable to God as thofe 
talents, like the widows two mites. The fi.\ty-one thoufand drams of gold 
amount, by Cumberland's calculation, to fo many pounds of our money, 
and fo many groats, Every maneh, or pound of fil ver, he reckons to be 
ftxty fiiekeis, viz. thirty ounces, which we may reckon feven pounds ten 
iliilltugs of our monej', fo that this five thoufand pounds of fil ver will be 
above thirty-feven thoufand of our money. It feems God had bleffed 
them with the increafe Of their wealth, us well as of their numbers in Ba- 
bylon, and as God had profpered them, they gave cbearfully to the fer- 
vice of his houfe. (3.) That they dwelt in their cities, ver. 70. Though 
their cities were out of repair, yet becaufe they were their cities, fuch as 
God had nflignetl them, they were content to dwell in them, and were 
thuukful for liberty and property; though they had little of pomp, plenty 
or power. Their poverty was a bad caufe, but their unity and unanimity 
was a good cftcft of it. Here was room enough for them all, and all their 
fubftance, fo that there was uo ftrife among them, but perfect harmony, 
a bleffed prefage of their fettlement, as their difcords in the latter times 
of that date were of their ruin. 

C II A P. HI. 

t 

In the cloje'oj the foregoing charier we left Ifrjiel in their cities, but m we 
mat/ we'll imagine what an i/lpoflure 'their affairs were in. the ground 
untitled, the cities tn ntins, all out of order; out here we have an ac- 
count of the early care they took about the re^eflabli/hment of religion 
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fmall tilings, which was not to be defpi'fed, Zech. iv. 10. 

.1. \ Js T D when the feventh month was corae,and the 
• :'tt\. 'chi\t\Mn ot'llVdelWrc in the cities, the people 
g'atherefttheri^ftl^ 

^ilXheiVftbop.up fon of !Jozadak 9 : and*f f ~ 

'brethretttheprieltsi aiiHZerubbabel the fon of She 
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tie!, and his brethren, and buiklcd the altar of the God 
of Ifrael, to offer burnt-oflerings thereon, as it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moles the man of God. 3, And the\ 
fet the altar upon his bales, (for fear teas upon them, 
becaufe of the people of thofe countries) and they of- 
fered burnt-offerings thereon unto the LORD, even 
burnt-offerings, morning and evening. 4. They kept 
alfo the feaft of tabernacles, as it is written , and offered 
the daily burnt offerings by numbers, according to 
the cuftom, as the duty of every day required ; 5. And 
afterward offered the continual burut-offering, both of 
the new-moons and of all the fet feafts of the LORD 
awe confecrated, and of everv one that willingly- 
offered a free- wiU offering* unto the LOUD.. <>. From 
the firft day of the feventh month began thev to offer 
burnt-offerings unto the LORD : but the foundation 
of the temple of the LORD was \\ot yet laid. 7. They 
gave money alfo unto themalbns, and to the carpen- 
ters, and meat, and drink, and oil unto them of 
Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar-trees 
from Lebanon to the fea of Joppa: according to the 
grant that they had of Cyrus king of Perfia. 

Here is, I. A general aflembly of the returned Ifrael ites at Jerufalem, 
in thejeventh month, ver. 1. We may fuppofe they came from J3abvion in 
the fpring, and muft allow at leaft four months for the journey, fbr'ib long- 
Ezra and his company were in coming, Ezra vii. y. the feveHth month 
therefore foon came, in which many of the feafts of the Lord were to be 
folemnifed, and then they gathered theinfelves together by agreement 
among theinfelves, rather than by tlie command of uuthoiity, to Jerufu- 
lem. Though they were newly come to their cities, and had their hands 
full ofbufinefs there, to provide necefTaries for theinfelves and their fami- 
lies, which might have exeufed them from attending on God's altar till 
the hurry was a little over, as many foolifhly put off their coming to the 
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and {which is ftrange) in this pious zeal they were all of a mind, tliey came 

as one man. Let worldly bufinefs be poftponed to the bufinefs of religion, 
and it will profper the better. 

3. The care which their leading men took fo have an altar ready for them 
to attend upon. Jeflma and his brethren the priefts, Zerubbabel and his 
brethren the princes, built the attar of the God of Ifrael, ver. <J. in the fame 
place (it is likely) where it had flood, upon the faine bales, err. 3. Bifliop 
Patrick obferving, that before the temple was built there feems to have 
been a tabernacle pitched for the divine fervice, as was in David's time, 
not on mount Moriah", but mount Sion, 1 Chron. ix. 1 1 — 1 8 — 23. fuppol'- 
eth thia altar was erected there, to be ufed while the temple was in build- 
ing. Let us learn hence, (l.) To begip with God. The more difficult and 
ueceflitous our cafe is, the more concerned we are to take him along with 
us in all our ways. If we expeft to be directed by his oracles, let him be 
honoured by our oiTerings. (a.) To do what ivc can in the worfliip of God, 
when we cannot do what we would. They could not prefently have a tem- 
ple, but they could not do without an altar. Abraham wherever he came 
built an altar; and wherever we come, though we may perhaps want tlie 
benefit of thecandleftick of prcachingand theihew-brcad of the eucharifh 
yet if we bring not the facrilices of prayer and praife, we are wanting in 
our duty, for we have an altar that fanctities the gift ever ready. 

Obferve the reafon here given why they haftened to fet up the.altar- 
Fcar was upon them, becaufe of the people of the land; they were in the 
midft of enemies that bore ill will to them and their religion, for whom 
they were an unequal match. And (1.) Though thev werefo, yet they 
built the altar, fo fome read it ; they would not be frighted from their re- 
ligion by the oppoiition they were like to meet with in it. Never let the 
fear of man bring us iuto thefnare. (2.) Becaufe they were fo, therefore 
they fet up the altar. Apprehenlion of danger fhould ftir.ns up to our 
duty. Have we many enemies? Then it is good to have God our friend, 
and to keep up our correfpoudence with him. This good ufe we mould 
make of our fears, we fhould be driven by them to' our knees. Even 
Saul would think himfelf undone, if the enemy fhould come upon him 
before he had made his fupplication to God, l Sajn. xii. 13. 

3. The facrifices they offered upon the altar. The altar was reared to 
be ufed, and they ufed it accordingly. Let not thofe that have an altar 
ftarve it. 

{ 1 .) They began on the firjl day of the feventh month, ver. 6. It doth 
not appear they had any fire from heaven to begia with, as Mofes and 
Solomon hud, but common fire ferved them, as it did the patriarchs. 

(-•) Having begun, they kept up the continual burnt-offering, ver. 5. 
morning and evening, ver. 3. They had known by fad experience what it 
was to want the com fort of the daily fucrifice, to plead in their daily pravers, 
and now it was revived they refolved not to let it fall again. The daily 
lamb typified the Lamb of God, whoferighteoufnefs muft be our confidence 
in all our prayers. {3 .) T h cy obfer ved al 1 1 h efet fea/ls of the. Lord, and 
offered the facrifices a ppointedforeach, and particularly thefeafl of taber- 
nacles, ver. 4, 5. Now they had received fuch great mercy from God, that' 
joyful feaft was in a fpecial manner feafouablc : And now thev were begin- 
ning to fettle in their cities, it might do well to rcinember'their fathers 

dwelling in tents in the wildernef' rru - '* r — A - ,r * 

reference to gofpel times, (asapp 

cial manner into reputation, now _ ... 

this feaft, which continued feven days,and had peculiar facrifices appointed, 
itisfaid, they did as the duty of every day required. See Numb. xxix. 13, 
17, £*c. The work, or rnatter of the day in its day. So it is in the original, 
Fed mm deci in dio fuo. A p h ra f e th at ha s beco m e p ro ve r bi a 1 wi th th of e that 
have ufed themfelve* to fcripture language ; and if the feaft: of tabernacles 
wasjx figure* of gofpel couverfation, in refpec*t of continual wcanednefs from 
the world and joy in God ; we may infer, that it concerns us all to do the 
warkofthedayin its day, according as the duty of the day requires, that is, ( 1 . ) 
We muft improve time, by finding fome bufiiiefs to do every day, that will 
turn to a* good account. (2.) "We muft improve opportunity, by accommo- 
dating ourfelves to that which is the proper bufiiiefs of theprcfent day. 
Every thing is beautiful.in its feafon. Th*e tenth day of this month was the 
day: of atonement; afolemn day, arid very feafonablenow : it is * ery proba- 
ble they bBferved it, yet itia not mentioned, nor indeed in alt the Old 
Te&ainetitdol remembef the leaft mention of the obfervahce of that day : 
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fhouted with a great Ihout, when they p railed t 
LORD, becaufe the foundation of the houle of t 



. if it wtfj enough, that we have the law of it, ten. xvi. 3nd the gofpel 
'it, which was the chief intention of it, in tin: New Telia mem. 
(4.) They o\Xtrz& every man > free-will ojf^r in y, y-r. .'5. Tin; In \\ required 
much, but they brought more: for though ih"e\' h«id iiith: wea tii u> fup- 
port iht- expellees of their lacrihcej,, they had mudi and we may 

iuppofe. fpured at their own rabies, that they might pLnulully fup ly 
God s altar. I Jappy ihey, that bring with them out of the i'uniace of af- 
tliftion fuch a holy heat as this ! 

4. The preparation they made for the building of the temple, ver. 7. 
This they applied themlelves immediately to ; for while we do what we 
can, wernult (till be aiming to do more and better. Tyre and Sid; in muft 
now, as of old, furniih them, with workmen, and Lebanon with timber, 
orders for both which they had from Cyrus; what God cat Id us to, we 
may depend upon his providence to furniih. us with. 

• 

8. Now in the fecond year of their coming unto the 
houfe of God at Jerufalein, in the lecond month, be- 
^;an Zerub babel the ion of Shealtiel, and Jeiltua, the 
r bn of Jozadad, and the remnant of their brethren the 
prieits and the Levites and all they that were come 
out of the captivity unto Jerufalem : and appointed 
the Levites from twenty years old and upward, to let 
forward the wo rk of the houle of the LORD . 9. Then 
ffood Jelhuarc/M his Ions, and his brethren, Kadmiei 
and his fons, the fons of Jiidah, together, to let for- 
ward the workmen in the houfe of God: the Ions of 
Henadad, with their fons, and their brethren the Le- 
vites, 10. And when the builders laid the foundation 
of the temple of the LOUD, they let their prieits in 
their apparel withtrumpets, and the Levites thelbus 
of Aiapn, with cymbals, to praife the LORD, after 
the ordinance of David kins of Ilrael . 11 . And they 
fang together by courfe in praiiing and giving thanks 
unto the LORD ; becaufe he is good, for Ids mercy 
endure f/t for ever toward Ilrael. And all the people 

the 
the 

LORD was laid. 12. But many of the prieits and Le- 
vites, and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, 
t hat had ieen the firft houfe, when the foundation of 
this houle was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice-; and many Ihouted aloud for joy: vs. So that; 
the people could not difcern the noile of the Ihout of 
joy, from the noife of the weeping of the people: for 
the people Ihouted with a loud lnout, and the noife 
was heard afar off. 

* t • 

There was no difpute among the returned Jews, whether they mould 
butld thc temple or no, that was imraediatelvrefulvedon, and that itfliould 
bedonc with all fpeed ; what comfort coufd they take in their own land, 
if they had not that token of God's prefence with them, and the record 
of his ftame arnoifgthecn ? We have here therefore an account of the 
beginning 'of that good work. Obferve, 

)• When it' was begun, in the fecond day of the fecond month, as foon 
as ever the feafon of the year would permit, (w. 8.) and when they had 
ended the iblemnities of the paflbver. They took little more than half a 
year for making preparation of the ground and materials ; lb much were 
their hearts upon it. Mote, When any good work is to be done, it will he 
our wifdom to fet ahout it quickly, and not to lofe lime j yea, though we 
forefee'diflieulry and opposition in it- Thus we engage ourtclves to it, 
and engage God for us. Well begun (we fay) is h;i!f ended. 

2. Who bsgan it, Zerubbabel, and Jelhua, and their brethren. Then 
the work of God is likely to go on well, when magistrates, milliners* and 
people, are hearty for it, and agree in their places to promote it. U was 
God that gave them one heart tor this fet vice, and it boded well. 

3. Who were employed to further it. They appointed the Levites toft 
'forward the nvork, ver. 8. and they did it by Jetting forward the workmen* 
ver. £). and Strengthening their hands with good and comfortable words. 
Xote, They that do not work themfelvcs, may yet do good fervice by 
quickening and encouraging thofe that do work. 

4. How God was praifedat the laying of the foundation of tin* temple, 
Wf. 10, 11. The priefts with the trumpets, appointed by Mofes, and the 
Levites with the cymbals, appointed by David, madeup a concert of mulic, 
not to pleafe the ear, but to allift the finging of that evcrl ailing hymn 
which will never be out of date, and to which our tongues Should never be 
out of t une 9 God is good, and his mercy endurtth for ever. The burden of 
Pfah exxxvi. Let all the Streams of mercy be run up to the fountain. 
Whatever our condition is, bow many fcever our griefs and fears, let it be 
owned that God i* good ; and whatever Jails, that his mercy fails not. Let 
this be fung with application, as here; not only bis mercy endures for ever, 
but it endures for rver towards Ifrael j Jfrael, when captives in a ftrange 
land, and ftrangers in their own land. However it be, yet God is good to 
Ifrael, Pfahn lxxiii. I. gond to us. Let the reviving of the church's inte- 
rests, when they feemed dead, be afcribed to the continuance of God's 
mercy for ever, for therefore the church continues." 

5. How the people were difibrenrly afFe&ed. A remarkable mixture of 
various afFe<?U«>ns there was upon this occafion. Different fen ti mem s there 
were among the people of God, and each expreSTed bimfelf according to 
his fentimems,'andyet there was no difagreement among them, their minds 
were not alienated trom each other,'nor the common concern retarded by it. 

1. Thofe that only knew the mifery of havirtg no temple at all, when 
they law but the foundation of one laid, praifed the Lord with Shouts of 
joyj w, II. To them even this foundation fcemed great, andwasaslife 
from the dead ; to tho.ir hungry fouls even thiswas fweet. They fiiouted 
lb f hut the uoifc xvas heard afar ojf. Note, We ought to he thankfulf;r 
the beginnings of mercy, though it be not yet come to perfection j and 
the foundation of a temple, after lung defohuions, cannot but ,be foun» 
tains o 1 * joy to every faithful lira elite. 

'i. Thofe that remembered thcgloryof the fh ft temple, which Solomon' 
built, and considered how far this was likely to beinfeiior to that, perhaps 
in dimensions, hjwever in magnificence and fumptuoufnefs, weht with a 
load voice, ver. 12. * If we date the captivity with the firft, from theiburth 
oT Jehoiakim, it was but about fifty-t wo years fince the temple was burtU, 
if from Jeconiah's captivity, it was but fifty-nine. So that many now 
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alive might remrmber it ftandiug; and a grcnt mercy it was to the captives* 
that they had tin: lives of lb many of their piielt-; and Levites lengthened 
out, whocou d tell them what they themlelves remembered of ihe g'oryof 
Jerufalem, to (juic leu them in their return. Thefe lamented thedifpropor- 
tion between this temph:and theibrmer. And (1.) There was fome reafori 
for it, and if they turned their tears in to the right channel, and bewailed the 
Sin that was the raufs of this melancholy change, they did well. Sin fullies 
the glory of any church or people, and when they tind themlelves diminifhed 
and brought h»w, they mult bear the blame, {'i.) Vet it was their infirmity 
to ming v thofe I far* with thecommon j ys, and Sbcaft a damp upon them. 
'VhcyJefpifed the day offmall things-, and were unthankful for thegood they 
enjoyed, becaufe it w.is n.»t fo mu:h as their anceltors had, though it was 
much more than they defet ved. In the harmrmy of public joys let not us 
be jarring firings. It was an aggravation of the difcouragement they 
hereby gave to the people, that they were prieSts and Levites, who Shou'd 
have known and taught others to be duly affected under various provi- 
dences, and not to let the remembrance of former ulfli&ions drown the 
fenfe of prefent mercies. 

This mixture of forrow and joy here is a reprefentation of this world ; 
fome are bathing in rivers of joy, while otheis are drowning in floods of 
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them that do n johe, and. -xeefj nuith them that ivecp j and ourfclves to re- 
joice as though we rejoiced not, and ween as though we wept not. 



c II A P. IV. 

The good ivoyh of rebuilding- lb e temple ivas no fooner begun, but it 
prej'enlly meliuitb opposition from thofe t bat bore ill zvill to it; the 
Samaritems ivere eitemifs to the Jews and their religion, and they 
fet tbemf elves to objlruit it. (1.) Tbey offered to come in partners 
in the building of it, that tbey might have it in their power to re- 
tard it, buliuerc refufed, ver. 1 — J. (2.) Tbey difcour aged tbem 
in it, and difjuaded tbem from it, ver. 4, 5, (3.) They bafcly mij- 
represented the undertaking and the undertakers to the king- of 
Perfia, by a memorial they fent hirh* ver. 6 — 16*. (4.) Tbey ob- 
tained from him tin order to flop the building, ver. I/ — 22. tabicb 
they immediately put in execution, ver. 23, *2-l. 

1 . "T^TOAV when the adverfaries of Ju-.lah and Beu- 

jamin. heard that th-j children of the capti- 
vity builded flus temple unto the LORD God of If- 
rael: 2. Then they came to Zerubbabel. and to the 
chief of the fathers; and laid unto them, Let us build 
with you, for we leek your Gjd, as ye do, and we do 
facritice unto him, iince the days of Elar-haddon, 
king of Aiiur, which brought us up^ hither. 3. But 
Zerubbabel, and Jelhua, and the reft of the chiefs of 
the fathers of Ifrael, laid unto them, Ye have no- 
thing to do with us, to build an houle unto our God, 
but we ourfelves together will build unto the LORD 
God of Ilrael, as king Cyrus the kin« of Perlia hath 
commanded.us.4.Then the people of the laud weak- 
ened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled 
them in building, 5. And hired councilors againit 
them, to fruftrate their purpote ail the days of Cyrus 
king of Perlia, even until the reign of Darius king of 
Perfia. 



kingdom was iu like manner lubefci up wuhmueh ltrugg!e and contention. 
And in this refpnit the glory ot" the huter Imufc was greater than the glory 
of the former, and il was ninro a figure of lh.- temple of Chrift's church, in 
that Solomon built his temple when tlure icis no adverfary nor evil recurrent, 
1 Kings v.. 1. But this frcond temple was built notwithltanding great 



makes theto look very linle. Thi'V were newly come out of captivity, 
were bo:n in captivity, had Hill the ma:ks of their captivity upon them» 
though they were not now captives, they were under the c-.ivroul of thofe 
whole captives ihey had lately been. Ifrael was God's fon, his firft born, 
but by their iniquity they Ibid and enllaved themfelves, and fo became 
children of the captivity ; but it lliould feem, the thought of their being 
fo quickened them to this work, for it was by their negle£t of the tem- 
ple that they loft their freedom. 

2. The oppofers of the undertaking are here faid to he the adverfaries 
of Judah and Benjamin, not the Chaldeans or Perfians, they gave theni 
no disturbance, let thern build and welcome, but the relicls of the ten 
tribes, and the foreigners that had joined themlelves to them, and 
patched up that mongrel relig : on we h*d account of, 2 Kings xvii. 33. 
They feared the Lord, and fcrved their own gods too. They are called the 
people of the land. ver. 4. The worft enemies Judah and Benjamin had, 
were thefe that faid they tvere Jews, and -xete vot,^ Kev. tii. Q. 

3. 'Hie opimlition they gave, had in it much of the fubiilty of the old 
ferpent. When they beard that the temple was in buikUng, they were 
prefent ly aware it would be a fital blow to their fuperftition, and fet 
themlelves to oppofe it." They had :>ow power to do it foicibly, but they 
try all the ways they can to do it cffjdually. 

1. They olfered their fervice to hui'd w'.th them, only that thereby 
ihey might get an upptmftnity to rcuid the work, while they pretended 
to further ii. 

Now, (I.) Their offer was plaufihlc enough, and looked Kind, we n'lll 
build with you, xriV help y nil to contrive, and will contribute towards the 
e xpence ; for 'are fe. k wit f God as sou do, v e r . 2 . T h is was f a 1 1 e, for t hough 
they f.iught the lame God/ they did not leek him only, nor feekhim in 
the way he appointed, and therefore did not fcek him tis tbey did. Herein 
tbey deiighed, if it were poilible, to hinder the building of it, however to 
hinder their comfortable enjoyment of it } as good almott not have it, as • 
not have it to themfelves, for the pure worttiip of the true God, and him 
only. Thus are the kijfcs of an enemy deceitful-, his words fmoother than 
butter, when war is in hit heart. 

9 M But, 
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Hut. '2.\ Th-ir --f«:ut of iluir pro ft* red {mice was \'kV\ jiUi, t-er. 3. 
T-'u-Ji'-'f ><:' i '■<* /"«■*»■ r - rf'/Zt/i. I \H'i.- tiion nw.irv tli.i: t)n:y n;- n:;t thrni m> 
Jiiti'l; wh.r.rvrr thvy j»i'«rcm!.-ii. but rc.i I'y ilriupt'd iOii.» ihrm aniil- 
rli t-t", a ;<i ilifMt -r»- ';hr»!u:h tb-y bud need t*n.>ng'i ofli. I.>. il'ir ti.ul '.r«n 
Uh:-'j i\> if.rv fnvi.c: u» ili»!e Mij told them pl.iin'y, v<>« //*/•:•<■' nvthirg tj Jo with 
us. luvc n.) ( m.i it;- r :i.t in tin'* mafcr, sirs? n*it true-born IjVjb ica, nor 
iUUhtul wflTihi/prr* <>! God, v.- ?;orjhij> vv fame /««/ t;-/'.z/ t J .hn iv. '11. 
You atv'u 1 nc<*-i lUol" 1 with *h;>nt \v viht:e ho d communion, and therefore 
rtv curj'tlv. '.vM /•«'.//; t!:*y p!e.;d not to tlimi til-: In wot tlieir God, whicrh 
f- rbiil i iicm to mi»:gM' tftern&lvtfs \v\0i frraiignrc, though that especially 
thryhadaimc to, but that which thry would take move noticeof.the king's 
co. j. in ilic'rt/wiiicii ivjitii reeled v> them only, the king of Per/in has com- 
manded us *o build :!n\s home, and we fliall difrruft and atfront him, if we 
ca'l in a foreign aid. Kate, In doimjg'iod there is need of the to'fdom of 
ttiffirptnt, as well a-» lb** innocency of the J eve, and we have need, as k t*c;l- 
lowj there, io bc&att of men* Matt. x. 10", l/. Take heed win i we £«> 
pai tners with, a.rcl on whole hand We lean. While we trufl God with a 
pious confidence, we muft truft men with a prudent jea I only and caution. 

2. When the plot failed, they did what they cou.'d to divert them from 
the work, anddifcourage them in it, weakened their hands, by telling them 
it was in vain to attempt it, calling them foolijb builders, who began what 
they were not ab e to hnifli, and by their infinuatious troubled them, and 
made them drive hoavi'y in it: all were not alike zealous ; n it; thofe that 
were coo! and indifferent were by thefe artifices drawn off from the work 
which wanted their help, «r. 4. And becauie what the}' themfefves laid 
the Jews w. uld fix' pert to be ill meant, and not be influenced by, they 
under-hand hired com fcllars egaiujl than* that prelendiug to ad vile them lor 
the hv'ft, mould ditlu.ide them Worn proceeding, and fafrujlrate their pur' 
fofc. v. 5. or dilluade thj men of Ty:e and Sid'tti fiom furuiihinjj u:eni 
vrich the timber they had bargained for, chap. iii. 7. O what bufi .el» 
they had at the Petiian court, to folicit lor any particu'ai grants or Javimrs, 
nurfuant to tlie general vdici for their liberty, there were thole that were 
hired, and iay ready to appear of counfel againft them. \V«»nd.*r not ,1: 
the reftlellnefj. ol' the cli inch's enemies in their attempts againil th<- build- 
ing of God'* temple ; he whom rhey fctve, and whole work th.-y nr.- 
doing, is u/necaru'J in walking to ar.d fro through the earth to do tniicuivf. 
And let thofe who di 1'eou rage a go d work, and weaken the hands of 
them that are employed in it, fee whofe pattern they fallow. 

f>. And in the reitmof Ahafuerus, in the beginning 
of his reign, wrote they unto hi wan accuiiitioa again it 
the inhabitants ot'Judahaiui Jerulaleui. 7. And in 
. the days or Artaxerxe.s wrote Biihiam, MithreciaLh, 
Tabee), ami the reft of their companion.*;, unto Art a~ 
xerxeskingof Periia: and thewritingof the letter ra/* 
written in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the 
Syrian tongue. 8. Rehuni the chancellor, and Shi m- 
ihai thefcribe, wrotealetteragainft Jeruialem to Ar- 
taxerxes the king, in this fort: 0. Then wrote Rehum 
the chancellor, and Sliimlhai the fcribe, and tiie reit 
of their companions ; the Dinaites, the Apharfath- 
chites, the Tarpelites, the Aphariites, theArche- 
vites, the Babylonians, the Sulanchites, the Deha- 
vites, fl?irftheElamites. 10. And the reft of the nations 
whom thegreat and noble Aiho.pper brought over and 
iet in the cities of Samaria, and the reft that are on this 
iide the river, and at fuch a time. J 1 . This is the co- 
pyofthe letter that they fentunto him, twwuntoAr- 
taxerxes the king ; Thy iervants the men on this iide 
the river, and at fueh a lime. 1^. 13c it known unto 
the king, that the Jews which came up from thee to 
us, are come unto Jeruialem, building (he rebellions 
ami the bad city, a>id have let up the walls thereof, 
and [joined thefoimdations. l^.Beitknownnow unto 
the king, that i f this city be builded, and the walls I'^t 
up again, <;:/. will they not pay toll, tribute, and cut- 
torn, ami Jo thoulhalt endamage the revenue of the 
kings. 14. Now beeaufewe have maintenance from 
the king's palace, and it was not meet for us to lee the 
king's dil honour: therefore have we lent and certified 
the king, 13. Thai lean* It may be made in the book 
of the records of thy lathers: lb flialt thou find in the 
book of the records, and know that this city it a re- 
bellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, 
and that they have moved led ition within the lame of 
old time: for whit :h caul e was this city deftroyed. 
16. We certify the king, that if this city be builded 
again, and the walls thereof let up, by this means 
•thou fhalt have no portion on this Iide the river. 

Cyrus ftedfaftly adhered to the Jews' intercity and fupporred his own 
grant, it was to no pur pole to offer any thing to him in prejudice of it, 
what he did was from a good principle of the fear of God, and therefore he 
ituck to it; but though his reign in all was thirty years, yet after the con- 
'o^inftof Babylon, and his deciee for the releafeof the Jews, ibme think he 
reigned but three years, others leven, and then either died, or gave up that 
part of bis government, in which bis fuccc'.Vor was Abaiucrii8,*ucr,6. called 
nlfo ArtaxerxcHj w. 7. Suppo/ed to he tlie fame that in heatlicn authors is 
called Cambyfes, who had never taken that cogotfance of the defpifed 
Jews, as Co concern himfelf far them, nor had fee that knowledge of the 
God of Ifrael tiiat his predeeellbr had ; to him thefe Samaritans applied 
themfe'ves by letter, for an order to ftop the building of the temple : and 
they did it in the beginning uf his icign, being rcfolved to lofe no time, 
when they thought they had a king for their purpofe. See how watchful 
the church's enemies are to take the firft opportunity of doing it a mif- 
chief; let not its friends be lels careful to do it a kindneis. Here is, 

I. The general purport of the letter which they fent to the Icing, to. in- 
form him of this matter. It is called, wr, 6. An accufatian againfl the in- 
habitants of Juda'i and JemfaJem. The devil is the txcuftr of the brethren, 
Rev. jtii. 10. And. he carries on his malicious defigns againft them, not 
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on'y by a ecu Aug them himfu'f huf rc our God* as be did Job, but by 
n Cling ns a iyinjj ipirit )» the iikhii!^ at bis in 111 nmcnt5 f whom he cm- 
ploy.* ;onc:cult: them before the nmg}itrnf«^ and king-*, and to make them 
odious to thtt many, and obnoxa»Ui to the mighty. Marvel not, if the 
£unc! arts br. l\ 11 ufed ro run down fi.ri.HH godii ncft. 

3* 'Hie |U'rt* <ns concerned in writing this letter. The contrivers arc 
nam* d, -err. 7, that p.'otuui the thing; the wrirers, yen 8. lhat put it into 
fijiin, :n:d tlu- i\\h\'cv\bxtvs t iwr,g. that concurred in if, and joined with 
rhem in ilii-s rf^.r'. ibniation, initieprcl'cn;ali.ui 1 Ujouid call it. Now 
ice here, II.) 1 1 *w the ruhn take Awqfcl togfthtr a*amf} the Juardand bis 
tftmp'e, wittj tho ; r compiUi ois&r the building of th • c/niple would do theni 

, no harm, yet they appear ag..inll it with the tumoft concern, ptrbaps, be- 
caufc tiie pmphets of the Goil of Ifiaei Jwth foretold th v ffnnjf&bfgMtd pe- 
rijbhig of all lhu god* of the heathen, 2feph« ti. 11 . Jv;\ x. 11, (2.) Hx>w 
the people concurred with them in i nngmmg this ra ; u thing. They fol- 
lowed the cry, though ignorant of the me. its of ibe caulej all the iererai 
colonies of that plantation (nine are here mentioned) who bad their deno- 
m nation from the cities or countries of Atiyria, Chaldea, Periia, Sc« from 
whence they ca lie; fm their hands by their repreicu tat ives to thi,i letter: 
perhaps they were iucenicd ngafntitbefe returned Jews, becaufc many of 
the ten tribes were arnoug them, whofe dilates they were got into the 
p-ilfelii on of, and .>f whom tht-y wetc therefore jealous, leii they fhould 
attempt the recovery of them hiireaf'ter. 

J. A copy of the letter tifelf which Kzra inlerts here nut of the record* 
of the kingdom of Perlia, into which it hath bei-n entered ; and it 2s well 
we have 1 1, that we may f<*e whence the like methods llill taken to ex* 
pufe good |>eo le, a;)d baffle g >i;d d^ls^ns, are copied. 

4. J h y reprcfenr themleires »s very loyal t:r the gwerzitnent, and 
nughtt'y ccincc-rned for the honour and iuicreft of ir, and' would hove it 
thought tija* th<; k h;:d no fuch loving fa t.tf'ul fubjeCrt^in all htsdorni- 
ni'iti.s as il)ry wvre t nor lb tcnfiblc of tneir obligjuuns to bun, ven l»t. 
ISeawfe we ar/plied with the JaUif the falace % lb jt is in th- margin; we 
have oar falary fropi the courc f and could no more live without u. ibns 
fitrth could be pn:lVrwd without fait j or, as f.»me think, their pay or pen* 
lion Wfitf lent tueui in JjIi ; or, bt caufc we bad our education in the palace, 
and were b- ought up at the king'j tal-Je, as we rind, D.m* i. 5. tbof.* 
were whom he intended to prc.cr, th./ did ect their portioii cf the kings 
men. K '\v, n c^nfideratiou of ibis, it if net meet for us tofee the king\ 
tl'jbonour ; aad t'lerelo'e they urge him toll p the buiidfng of the tempie r 
wh c.nvnuid certainly be:o tbeking*s d. (honour moya than any thing elfc. 
Note. A fe<::cM »;»in»iryto Chrift and h =s golpel, is often gilded over with 
a pr-icnded <ffei fc iion to VxIav and hi.s power. The Jews bated the Ro- 
man government, and ye;, to ferve a turn, C"ti!d csy, 11% have no king 
hut Cafn\ Bir (to allude to tliiri) if they that lived it J on the crown, 
thougiit-t'iemfe'vi s bound in gratitude thus to fupport the inlereft^fit, 
nuirli more nn'bn have we thus \q argue o uric Ives into a pious concern 
lor Ood\ honour; life have our maintenance from the Cod of fte&vhx, and arc 
fatted with h:$ fait, live upon his bounty, and are the crtreuf UU provi- 
de ice, and therefore it Is not meet for us to fee fat diJkcjiQitr^ without re- 
lenting it, and doing what we can to prevent it. 

2. They reprefented thr Jews as difloyal, and dangerous to tbegovcrn- 
mf-nt; that Jt rufalem was the rebellious and bad city, ver.i2. hurtful to the 
kings and provinces 9 vex. J5. See how JerafAtem; the joy of the whoU earth % 
Pfeim x vni. 2, s here reproaclied as the fcandat of, ihe whole earth. 
The enemies of the church could not do the ill things they dofign agai.-ft 
it, if they did pot tirlt put it into an i 1 name.' Jerufidem had been a 
loyal city to its rightful princes, and its-prefent inhabitants were as well 
ane&cd 10 the king and fr.is government, a-, any of .his t r via es..wiratlb- 

I ever. Daniel, who was a Jew, had lately approved himf It'fo faithful to 
his prince, that his *vrft enemies could find 110 fault in his management, 
Dan.vu** But thus was Elijati moitunjuflly charged with tr ubling If- 
rael t the apoflies with turning the world upfidc down, and Chcilt hinjfelf 
will) perverting the nation* and forbidding to give tribute io Cetfar ; and we 

I mufr not think it thange, if the fame game be Hi J 1 played. Now here* 

j 1. The hiUory-of what vfras 'pa ft is invidious: that within this eityfedithn 
had been mavedof old time, and for that caufe it was deJhoyed H ver. 13. It 
cannot be denied, but lhat there was feme colour given for this fuggeftion 
by the attempts of Jehoiakimand Z -d<«kiah, t > Ih ikeotf the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, which if th«y had Lept rlnfe to tlieir rel'giou and ihe 
temple they were now le-building. th:y had nev» rco ne under. But it muft 
be con/idem!, {I.) That they were them (elves and their a Heritors fovercign 
princes, and their cri'irts to recover their ri^h^, ifdierc had not been in 
them the vio'ation of an ont!i, forau^Iu f'hnowhad been juitiftab'o, and 
fueccftful too, had they taken tlie rigiit ruetht.d, and uiadetheir peace with 
(fodtirfl. (2 ) 1'hnngh ihc:fe Jew& and their prince.1 hall been guilty of 
rebellion, yet was unjuft Jierefore to fallen this as an tudeiihle brand upon 
this city, a*s if that rnuft for ever go u.idcr ih j name ut tU rebellious <:::dhad 
city. Tlie-lcivsin their captivity had given fuch iniiances of their good be- 
haviour^as wrre tttilicrient torollaw.ij- that oner«prcMcii with any reafonablot 
men; for th«*y wore inftrufted (and we haveTealbn to hope they obferved 
their iuftrnction.s) to/bit the peace of the cities Kvhercihcy were captives, and 
pray to the Lord for it, Jer. xxix« 7. It was there lore very unfair, yet not 
uncommon, for them to impute tbc.in:qui;y of tlie fathers to rheehildea. 

2. Their information concerning what they were now doing, was «rolsly 
falfe in matter of fact. Very careful they were to inform the king that they 
had fet v/> the mulls of the city, nay. had tiinlhed them, io it is in the margin, 
and joined the foundations, ver. 12 when it was nothing (ox They had only 
begun tobuild • :e temple, which Cyrus cm mi muled tbcsn totlo, hut lor 
the walls, there was nothing done, nor defigned towards the nrpairof them, 
as appears by the pofturc th y were in many yearsafter, Neh* i. 3. all in 

ruins, trhatjhall he given, and what done to thefe falje tongues? Nay. which 
is worfc, thcf.r fnlfepens,^^//* arrows doubtlefs of the mights 9 and coals of 
juniper, Pfahn cvx. 3^ 4. If they hnrl not been perfertly to all virtue 
and honour, the/ would nor, and if they had not been very fectireof the 
king's countenance, they durli not have written that to. the king, which 
all their neighbour knew to be a notorious lie. Sec /W xxix. 12. 

3* Their prognoses of the eonfequenccs were altogether gronndlr la and 
ahlurd. They arc very c« nlidcnr, and would have the king believe it upon 
their word, that if this eity be built, not on'v die Jew/ would pqynaictft 
tribute, or cujlern, ver. J3. but (lincea great lie i.s as icon fpoken as 3 little 
one) thai the king w« u d h.ave no portion at ail- on this Iide the liver, 
ver. IG. that all the countries on this Iide Euphrates would infiantly re- 
volt, drawn to ithy their examnle; and if the p ince in pnlTidhnn Ihould 
connive at Uiis, Ije 'w-M;ld wiong, nt)t only hitnfelf, hut his fucceflbrs, 
thcu Jbvtt endamage Ihe revenue f the king?* See how every line in this 
letter breathes both the fubrilty and malice of the old ferpenL 

w 

17. Then fent ihe king an anAyei* unto Rehum the 
chancellor, and to Shimihai the 1'cribu, and *-othe relt 
of their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto 

"■ the 



E Z R A. 



Chap. V. 



the reft beyond the ri ver, Peace, andaf fuch a time. 
18. The it tier v. luVh >'*• lenr uut*» uOuilh b;vu plainly 
rtuU bcfoie ni'\ it). Ami I eimmuuie.!, rod learch 
halb been i3iu<ic. and jr isl'mmd, thai rbi-t^ity of oh! 
time irj.lhu.Li<iu infurrection arai'iii kin,;-., unci tkttr 
vebviVion ;rut ildiiiou hnvc. been mu.le Uierciu. 20. 
The if have been mighty Icings alio over Jerufalem, 
which haw ruled over all countries beyond tin; river ; 
and toll, t rihute, and end torn was pant itnro then). £1. 
Give ye now commandment to caule theic men to 
Ceafe, and that tins city bo not builded, until another 
eonvinuiuhnentthaU befeiven nomine. 2-2. Take heed 
now that vo tail not to do this: why Uiould damage 
grow to the hurt of the kings ? 2:3. Now when the 
copy of kim$ Arlaxerxe* 1 letter wn'; read before Re- 
hum, and Shimihfti the Jeribe, andtheircompanions, 
they went up in haite to Jerufalem unto the Jews, 
and made them to eeafe by force of power. -24. Then 
ceafed the work of the houle of God, which is at Je- 
ruialem. So it ceafed unto the fecoiid year of the 
rei°n of Darius king cf Perha. 

Here h s t i. The ostlers which thekingof Perfia £nve, in an Twer to the 
information |Vnl him by the Samaritans ag:iinli the Jews. He fnffcred fmn- 
iVlt" to be im\»olr<J ii.-on by their t'r.md and fa 1 (hood, moknvev^c \o examine 
the nlli'gationj their petition, concerning that which the Jirwa were now 
doing, but look it fur granted the matter of fact was true, and was t 
willing »u grati'y them with an order of council to (lay proceed ingi. 

U.J Hcconfnbfd the fucovds CMicevnms JcT\i'.;i\cm, and I \rio in*t it 
Lad indeed rrbthed agaiftlt the king of Ujbyi <n, and therefore that it was, 
astney culled it, a bad city, vnr. 19- A.nd w.thal, that in limes n:»lt kings 
bad reigned there, to whom all the countries on thai fide the uvt-rhad been 
fributav.ej, i\r. 20. And ikref-n- Uvvrc wae nsnfr.T, i\>.»t \\ vycr iWy 
Were able (wlrch they were never likely to he) I hey w«.mhl c'aim ilietn 
again. Tim* b« failll as they fyhi, and pretends to give n refifoii.fnr it. 
Seethe hard fr.t ■ of princes, that imift fev: .<nd henr with <itiitr men'^yes 
and ears, and give judgment upon ibiny .is iWcy wer«* repTv*V«t» o. to lWn», 
and often are They ri p; canted fjlfely. J hereforc C .d's judgment is al- 
ways ju ft, btcntile he fees things as they are, and it is accord ng o truth. 

(3 ) He appointed thefe Samaritans to ica,i the building of the city im- 
mediately, till farther order tbould he given abnw it, vrr. 21, 22. \ ei- 
ther i b«?y in ihcirJctttr, nor he i» his order, make* any .niL-mion of the 
temple, and the building of that, becaufe both they knew, und he kne\y, 
that they had not only a pennifficri, hut a command from Cyrus to r<-0uiM 
that, which cv«n t\\ey had not the confidence to roeve for tbc rvpt-A ot.har 
only of the city, let not that be built, namely, as a city w»m wall* and 
gates ; "whatever you do, prevent that t itfi damagt gro-ai so the hurl of the 
tings; he would not that the crgwn fhould Lofe by his wearing it. 

(5.) The ufe which the eneroiw of tbe Jcwi mad© of tbefe t?r6trs Iniy baA 
fraudulently obtained; upon the receipt of them they went up in hojU to 
JcrufaUi*, ver. 23 . Their feet run to evil, Prov. i. 16. They were impatient 
till the builder* were ferved with this prohibition, which they produced 
as their tvarraot to make than c<a/c by for<* and j#-->>'cr. A* ibey ab»ieA 
the king >n obiatning this order, by their mif-informations, f& they abntVd 
Jn'm-in the'execution of «t; for the order was only ty prevent the walling 
of the city. But having force and power on their fide, ihcy conrtr.icd ii 
asve\atin§; to ihcteni»\e» for vbat was ix wbiub \bey bad 1)) 
and \*b>cS they only warned fomc colour 10 hinder the building of. 'J here 
was indeed a general claufe in the order 10 eauft thefe men to w\ 
had reCerence to their complaint about building the walls, but th*->* 



Some reckon it wa> but nitp year-;, I am willing to believe fifteen was 
the out lkh< e at <!u- building of the rcm'de rto<id at a fuy during which 
liniKihey had an .< lai.aiid a'tahenwcle. which no doubt they made ufe of : 
f-.r when we caunr»i do w!ia; we won'd, we muft d ) what we can in the 
ft-rviee of G<ul, and i»- firry we can do no better. But th« counfellors 
that were Irred l.in<!« r ibe work, thaft. iv. a. told iheni, and perhaps 
with a pn- eneci' 1 \ n. that the lime was not come for ihebuildi »g 

of the temple, lliig. i 1. Urging ih.»t if was long ere the time came for 
the build ng of S I "i o ,\ w\\i \i\ and tl'us the people were made eafy in 
their own /tiled /«•.«<//.% v> hi <■ diui'- h<nje hy vjdftc. S r ow here we are told 
how lifi vk\i> pu ii 10 tliai gr>od caofj wr.n.h feenied to lie de^d. 

1. They had iwo good ni Tii iters, ihat in God's name earneflly perfuaded 
them to let the wheels a-g"i:ig n»a n, i ai»gai and Zechariah, who both 
.began to prophecy in th " lie md year of Darius T r.sap^ear^, Mag, i. 1- 

Zieh.'t. j. O frrvit, (1./ The te» pie <«f God among men is lobe built 
hy prophecy, not hy fecu'ar force (t.ia« often Ivnders it, but felclom furthers 
it) but by the word of God) as tlie weapons of" our warfare, lb the intlmments 
ot our bu'lding <tre not canuit, but t\n ritual, and they are the mifliftvrt of 
l)>e golocl tliot si e the 11 oft ei -builders. [•>,) It is the bufinefs of God's 
prophets to ft r uj> God's people to that which is good, and to help them 
in ir, to ftrengthen Lheir hands, and by fuitable conliderattons fetched from 
the word of God <o quicken them to their duty, and encourage them in 
it. (3.) Ii is a r>gr» G id ha* meny in lure f*>r a people when he ra filh 
up prophets among them to be their helpers in the way and work of God, 
their guides, ovi?rl"eers, and rulers. 

Further obferve, (1.) To whom thefu prophets were ; fent. They pro- 
phefjed unio the Jeus {for as to them pertained the giving of the law: fo 
alfo the gift of prophecy, and therefore they are called the children of the 
pro/>hcti, S i\cts iii. 25. becaufe they were educated under their tuition and 
inttrucik<n) 'even unto thrm nhan them, even upon them, Co ii is in the ori- 
ginal, a«K*ekicJ prophrlicd u/wh dry buna, that llicy might Jive, Ezsk* 
xxxvii. 4. They pro;>l>e«ed againit them, fw Bilhop Patrick, Jor they re- 
proved them becaufe they did not build the temple. The w ltd of Cad. 
if it he received now as a tcttimouy 1 1 us, will not br rece' vrd auotber 
dfty as a icfiimony :>gainlt ui, and viiil juSfC |2.) Who fent then). 

Th'-y prnphefied i» the name, or as fume read it, in the eauje t or for the 
fake of the God of If rati x ihey f. ake by commillion from him. and argued 
fiom hia anthor.i)' over then, h:s iotcrelt t'.-em, and tlie concern of his 

ghoy a ) ong thciw. ... 

2. They had two good mngiftrutr>, that wcrr* forward and arrive in tb»? 

work; 2erubbabel ibc.r eh rf prince, and .Ieihua Ihei r chief pricft, w, Ji. 
They that -re in t .lac?< nt ^ isj'ii'y nn«i p >wvr, o .g'i? with th«*n dignity to 
put bononi upon, <no with ihcir , mvt r to put ) v im-% 1 Very g^od work : 



it bee imeih inom thai precede, and »hem thai p. ■ fide, with an exerri.- 
•care and ze:d to fit [ft ill riyhteM' a^d tojjj before ir. a good work . 



put 
ihus 

plary w 

Theie great men choiv^ht ir nu difp.u .1^ mem ti ibciu, but a liap^tiiel's <o 
he laughi -»nd piellr b.-d i-- by the p -\ be.- o the l.o d ; and were glad 
of their help »n reviving ihis g -od v ork. K«ad the I»rfr chap'er of the 
prophecy ^ Haggai litre, (/or t.iai i 9 <!»• befteomment -n -fteJc two vertex) 
ynd fee what great thing- God do: h by his w«rd, which hema^ jificsabove 
all his Dome, and l>y his S; i.-t worlonj wilb J>. 

3. <[f At the fame time came to them Tatuai, go- 
vemovonV\us iuXetbe fiver > and S^etbav- Wim, and 
their companions, and laid thus unto them, Who 
hath commanded you to build this houfe, and to 




which 
rip- 



plied u to the bodd'mg of ihe lerO;»W. >e^- wViai rtv.-i.-d vr S\.»ve i" nr^y, 
not only for kin.^s, hut for all in .uuho:ily under them, anil the governors 
font by then, hecaefe the quietnrfi and pcacethleiufs > four lives, in au'so*- 
Unefs endhone/fy, depend* v «ty much u. on the integiity and w:fdom ot in- 
ferior magUlraies asweU as thefuprem.- 

The confequence was, that the work oj the honfe vf God eeaf it for a tune, 
through thepowr.r and infolence of its enemies ; and fo through the cold- 
nefs anJindlftVr-ncyof it i friends ii itood lull till the fecoud yarof Darius 
HyAafpcs, for to rne it feems dear by the \Viie.u\ vf tnis Vacred baton . 1b.1t 
it wai tltac Datius, ver. 21. And rhnugb now a lb>p was po». to h by tlie 
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violence of the Samaritans; yet that foon after they might hstvcg neon by 
connivance, if ehey had had a d«.i« after t ion to the w-.ik, a, pears hy this, 
that be tore ihcv had that expirfs warrant from \\z kmg n>r lining i, *'hup. 
vi. they were improved hy the [jropheis for not do:ng it, chof>. v. |. eom- 
pared with Ha/, i. I, Zsfc. If they had taken due care to inform Camhyfes 
with tlu truth of this cafe, perhaps be had recalled his u-.dcr j bm, for 
aught I Utiow, fume of the Wilder* were almoft, as w.U'ing it Akonld re oe 
as the ad\*erfari«< themfclves were. At forue times the church hath buf- 
fered more by the coldneis of its friends than by the heat of its enemies ; 
but botli together commonly make church -work How work. 

CHAP. V. 

Wc left tht tempU-wrk etl a full Jlnp 9 but being Gori's i«i»'fc i\jba\l 
be revived, and here roe have an account of the reviving of it. It 

. -was binder c-d by might and power, b tit it ivasfil a- going again by 
the Spirit of the Lord of Holls. Now here iae are told botu thai 
llefled Spirit, ($0 iVarmcd its cool- hearted friends, tltid e.-jt.ire J 
them to build, ver. 1, 2. (2.) Cooled Its hot- beaded enemies, and 
brought tbem to better tempers ; for though tbeyfecretly dijlikcd the 
H)9rk t as vi uuh as thefe in the foregoing chapter \ yt \ (LI They 

•were more mild towards the builders, ver. 3—5. (2.) They -j>ere 
more fair in their reprefentation of the- matter to the k:ng 9 zvbicb 
here ive have an account of ver. o* — 17- 

I. rpHEN the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and' 
I Zechariah the ion of Iddo, propheiied unto the 
Jews that were in JudaUand Jcmlalem, iu thewauic 
of tlie God of Ilrael, even unto them. 2. Then role up 
Zerubbabel the Ion of Shealtiel, and Jeihua the ion 
at Jc/adak, and began to build the houlo of God 
whicli is at Jerufalem: and with them were tJie pro- 
phets of God helping them. 



uuon tli<: eUvio of tho Jew^ » that Ll\ey could not caule 
I hem to ceaits till the matter c^me to Darius: and 
then they returned auhvef by letter concerning this 
matter, Ct. «I Thrj w pvof lUu ktter UiatTatnai, go- 
vernor on thi* iide the river, and Shothar-boznai, 
and his. companions the Aphariacliites, which zcerc 
on thia lide tlie river, lent unto Darius the Uing: 7. 
Thev Ibnt a letter unto him, wherein was written 
thus"; Unto Dari us the king, ail peace . H. 13c it known 
unto tlickhu;. t iiat went into the province of Ju- 
iiea, to the honfe of the ^rcat God, which is budded 
wivii great ironcs, and timber is laid in the walls, anil 
this work triK'thfat'roii.atuI profpereth in their hands. 
9. Thrn aiY.cn we ih«^'e u\(»ers, i/Htlimd unto then i 
1 litis, Who cosnniaudfd you to build tins houle, and 
to make up tlicle walls? lo. We aiked their names 
alfo, to cevttfv tlwe» that we wight write the names 
of I he iuen that were the chief of them. 11 . And thus 
the> returned us anfwer, faying, We are the iervants 
of the God of heaven and earth, and build the lioulo 
thatwjis builded thefe many years a«o, which a great 
king of Ifrael builded, and letup. 12. But after that 
our fathers had provoked the God of heaven. nuto 
wrath, he gave then) into the haiul of Nebuchadnez- 
zar the kingof Babylon the Chaldean, who deitroyed 
this houle, and earrietl the: people away into Baby - 
lon. 10. Y»w r in tin- fu ll year of Cyrus the king oi 
JBahvlon, the (tune king Cyrus made a decree to build 
I his houle of God. 14. And the vetlels alfo of gold 
and 1ih er of tin- honfe of Gnd, which Nebuchadnez- 



OhV Wvus \ w Y~\n£ mice out ul mc iciiipicui J-»^- 

lon, and the\ were delivered unto one, whole name 
teas Shelhbayzar, whom he had made governor-: 15, 
Aud Vavd m\Vo bun. Take tl\efe veflels, go carry them 
into the temple thai in Jerufalem, and let the lioule 
of God be builded in his place. 16. Then came the 
■fame Shethljaa/av, and laid the foundation of the 
houle of God which is in Jeruialem. ^ndhnce that 
time even until now, hath it been in building, and 

yet 
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yet it is not fmilhed. 17. Now therefore, i f it Jean 
good to the kiiijjc, let there be ieareh made iii the 
king's treafu re- houfe, which in there at Babylon, 



whether it be Jo that; a decree was made of Cyrus 
the king- to build this houie of God at Jerufalem, 
and let the king lend his pleafure to us concerning 
this matter. 

We have here, 

1 . The cognisance which their neighbours Toon took of the reviving of 
this {mod work; a jealous eye it Items (hey had up cm them, and iv> fooner 
did the Spit it of God Itir up the friends of the temple to appear for it, but 
the evil Spirit (lin ed up its enemies to appear againft it. While the people 
built and ce led their own houfes, their enemies gave them m> molettation, 
Hag.'u 4. though the king's order was to put a Hop to the building of the 
city, chap. iv. 21. But when ihey fell to work again at the temple, then 
the alarm is taken, and all heads are at work to hinder it, ver. 3, 4. The 
adverfaries arc here named, Tatnai and Shcthar-boznai ; the governors we 
read of, chap. iv. were, it is probable, difplaced at the beginning of this 
reign, as is ufual ; it is the policy of princes often to change their deputies, 
pro-con fu Is, and rulers of proyinces. Thefe, though real enemies to the 
building of the temple, were men of better temper than the other, and 
that made fome confeience of telling truth ; if all men have not faith , 2 
ThefT. iii. 2. it is well fome have, and a fenfe of honour. The church's 
enemies arc not all alike wicked and unreafonable. The hirtorian begins 
to relate what pilied between the builders and thofe inquifitors, w. 3, 
4. but breaks o:F his account, referring himfelf to the enfuing copy of 
the letter they tent to the king, where the fame doth and may appear 
more fully a. id at large, which he began to abridge, ver. 4. or make an 
e-xtracr. out of, but upon fecond thoughts inferted the who'e. 

Z. The care which the divine providence took of this good work, wr. 5. 
The eye of their Gstl was upon the elders of the Jezvs, who were active in the 
work, H) that their enemies could not caufe them toceafe, as they would 
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lluty folcmnly the foundation of the temple was laid, we read chap. 
i>i. Hotujtozvlv the building tvent on, and with bow much difficulty, 
iv e found chap. iv. and v. but bow glorioufly the top Jlonewas at 




Jloiv -work, but it will he Jure work, ff'e have, here, ( I.) A recital 
of the decree of Cyrus for the building of the temple., ver. 1—5. (2.) 
The enforcing of that decree by a new order from Darius for the 
perfe&ing of that work, ver. 0 — 12. (3.) The Jinijhlng of it there- 
upon, ver. 13—15. (4.) The folemn dedication of it when it -was 
built, ver. 16 — 18. And the handfelling of it (as I may fay) with 
the celebration of the pufj'o-ver, ver. 19 — 22. And novo we May fay, 
that in Judah and Jerufalem things went well, very ixelL. 

1. ^1 MIEN Darius the king made a decree, and 
JL fearch was made in the houie of the rolls, where 
the treat u res were laid up in Babylon . 2. And there was 
found at Aehmetha, in the palace that is in the pro- 
vince of the Medes, a roll, and therein Wrtsa record 
thus written: 3. In the iirlt yearof Cyrus the king, the 
J ante Cyrus the kin"; made a decree concerning the 
houie of God at Jerulalem, Let the houie be budded, 
tiie place where they ottered laerilices, and let the 



foundations thereof be itrongly laid, the height h 
threelcore cubits, and the breadth thereof threefobre 
cubits. 4. With three rows of great ltones, and a row 

be given out of 
r olden and iii ver 

ebuchadnezzar 

took forth out of the-temple which /sat Jerusalem, 
and brought unto Babylon, be rettored and brought 
aga in unto the temple which is at Jerufalem., every o?ic- 



to his place, and place them in the houie of God". 6. 
Now therefore Tatnai, governor beyond the river, 




have done, till the matter came to Darius. They defired they would only 
ceafe, til! they had infbuclions from the king about it. But they would 
not lb much as yield them that, for the eye if God was uponth-m, even 
their God. And, (1 ) That baffled their enemies, infatuated and enfeebled 
them j and prote6ted the builders from their malicious di-figns. While we 
areemployed in God's work, we are taken under fi is fpecial protection, Ins 
r. ye is upon us lor good, feven eyes upon one (lone in his temple, lee Zech. 
hi. p. — iv. 10. (2.) That quickened them ; the elders of the Jews law the 
eye of God itpcn them, to obferve what ti.ey did, and own them in what tiiey 
did well, and then they had courage enough to face their enemies, and to 
go on vigoroully with their work, maugreall thcoppofiti -n they met with. 
Our eye upon God obferving his eye u,>on us, will keep us \o our duty, and 
encourage us, in it when the difficulties are never fo difeouraging. 

3. The account they fent to the king of this matter. In which wo may 
obferve, 

1. How fully the elders of the Jews gave the Samaritans' an account of 
their proceedings. They finding them both bufy, a id pr fperous, that all 
hands were at work to run up this building, and that it went fa ft on, put 
thisQueftion to them. By what authority they did thefe things? and who 
gave them that authority ? who fet them to work, and whether tbey had 
that which would bear them out ? To this they anfwered, that they had 
fulKcient warrant to do what they did ; for, (I J IVc are the fervants of the 
God of heaven and earth \ the God we worfhip is not a local deity, and 
therefore, we cannot be charged with making a faction, or fctting up a 
feet, in building this tcm.'lc to his honour. But we pay our homage to a 
God on whom the whole creation depends, and the refore ought io be pro- 
tected and aflifted by all, and hindered by none. It is the wifdom, as well 
as duty of kings, to countenance the levants of the God of heaven. (2.) 
We have a prescription to this houfe ; tt was built for the honour of our 
God by Solomon many ages ago. It is no novel invention of our own, 

wc arc but raifw S thefou7idy:,o;nof (3.) U , given tJieill dUV &V dav Without fail JO ThsirriiiM 

was topunilh us lor our Jin*, that we were tor a time put out of the pof- ; .* ,\r V... ' I t\ V «T 7? , 3 . 

fedionol this houie; not becaufc the god, of the nations had prevailed , - V °" L 1 WOllhCCb Ol IWCCt jaVOlU'S Ullto the God Ol 
againft our Hod, but becaufe we had provoked him, :vr. 12. for which ! «e&Veil. ami pray for the life of the khlfjf and of his 
he delivered u.^ind our temple into the hands of the king of Babylon, but j ions. 11. Alio I have made a decree, lliat wlloibe- 



let the governor of the Jews, - and the elders of. the 
Jews, build this houie of God in his place. 8. More- 
over, I make a decree, what ye fhall do to the. elders ' 

God: 
ond 

. expences be given unto thefe men, 

that they be not hindered. 9. And that which they 
have need of, both young bullocks, and .rams, and 
lambs, for the burnt- offerings of the God of heaven, 
wheat, ialt, wine, and oil, according to the appoint- 
ment of the prieits which are at Jerufalem, let it be 
I given them day bv day without fail. 



never intended thereby to put a final period to our religion. V\e were ! ver lhall silri-T flii* w*»ivl lof fii^K.».^ K., ^,.11 . I i 
only fufpended lor a time, not deprived for ever. (4.) We have the royal | ^ ni 1 f .\„A ' ? V f . I PU , l,eC f l d °. WI } 
decree «it' Cyrus, to jtiftify m and bear us out in whatxvedo. He not oiily 1 :,° m IILs » 0 "1e, dill I hemg let lip, let him be handed 



permitted and ullowed us, but charged and conunaiuled us to build this 
houfe, ver. J3. and to build it in its place, ver. 15. the fame place where 
it had flood before. And this not only in companion to the Jews, but in 
veneration ol" the;r Gnd, faying, lie is tht God. He alio delivered the 
velleta ol* the temple, t«> one whom he intrulted to fee. them rettored to 
their ancient place and ule, ver. M. And they had thefe to fliew in con- 
firmation of what they alledged. (5.) The building was begun according 
to this order, as loon as ever we were returned, fo that we have not for- 
feited the bench t of the order, fur want of purfuing it in times, ftill it has 
been in building, but becaule we have met with oppolition, it is not fx- 
nifhed. But obferve, they mention nnt the fallhood and malice of the 
former governors, nor make any complaint of that, though they had caufe 
enough, to teach us not to render bittcrnefs for hittcrncls, nor the molt jutt 
reproach, or not for that which is mutt unjufc, but to think it enough if 
we can obtain lair treatment for the future, without an invidious repetition 
of former injuries, ver. 16. This is the account they give of their proceed- 
ings, nut afking what authority they had to examine them, or upbraiding 
them with their idolatry and fupcrftitions, and medley religion. Let us 
learn hence, with ineekncfs and fear to give a r,\?fon of the hope that is in 
us, l Pet. iii. 15. rightly to .underlland, and then readily to declare what 
we do in God's fervice, and why we do it. 

2. How fairly the Samaritans represented this to the king. (1.) They 



tuvy uwubu Li.^. omiw nidci louc \i\<e great kroa, tnat is above ail gods, it 
is the houfe of the gnat God, and therefore we dare riot oppofe the building 
of it without orders from thee. (2.) They tell hitn truly what was done, 
not as their predecellbrs did. th.it they were fortifying the city, as if they 
intended war, hut only rearing the temple, as thofe that intended worfhip, 




here to I Janus, he would not have ordered the work to be hindered. God 




thereon, and let his houie be made a dunghill for 
this 12. And the God that hath caufed 1 lis name to 
dwell there, deitroy all kings and- people that lhall 
put to their hand, to alter and to deitroy this houie 
ot God which /.v at Jeruliilem: I Darius have made 
a decree, let it be done with Ipeed. 

We have here, 

1. The decree of Cyrus for the bu'Idingof Ihe temple repeated. To this 
the Samaritans referred themfelves, bectfiuVthe Jews pleaded it, and per- 
haps hoped it would not bo found, and then their plea would betwer- 
rulcd, and a llop put to their work. Search was ordered to be made for it 
among the records, for ii feems the tribes hid not taken care to provide 
themfelves with unauthentic copy of it, which might have Hood them in 
good Head, but they mutt appeal to the original. It was lo< ked for in 
Babylon, ver. 1 . where Cyn\< then was when he figned it . But' when it was 
not found there, Darius did not make that a pretence to conclude, that 
therefore there wnsnofuch decree, and thereupon to give judgment againft 
the Jews, but.it is probable, having h-mfelf heard for certain that fuch a de- 
cree was made, he ordered ihe rolls in other places to be fearched,. and at 
length it was found at. Achmetha, in the province of the,Me4es. wr- 2. 




dimentions, and with Inch ami fuch materials. (2.) A warratit 'tor* the 
taking of the expi-nees of the bu tiding out of the king's revenue, ver. <f. 
We do not land that they had seceivt-d what was here ordered them/ the 
face of things at « =urt being ibon changed. ['J.) A warrant! for the re- 
ltoring of the vellels and utenliLs of the temple,, which Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken -.way, -ver. 5. with order that the prh-ils, the Lord's mini flers, 
Ihould return them each to their place in the houfe of God. 

2. The confirmation of it by a decree of Darius grounded upon it, and 
in puriuance of it. By which. 
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Chap. VI. 
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ofthii houfe of (k dahne, vxr. / . Tims was the wrath *F the enemy //-/</,■ 
/j praise (Jti/f t smd (he r<*in.iii"!cr thereof' did lie restrain, 

ti. He mdurs llum om h s im.i revenue 10 oliifl ih«: h : ;, dris wh!> 
money. (I.) I«'or carrying cm th<; building:, trr.S. I l»-n*iii 'it: j n sues the 
cxamhUuf Cyni-, v*r.-l. ('2.) tor nsahii lining th«- (*;'< r lin- there when 
ic was liuilt. ivr. fl'-nidir.-, ili<) -liouUI l#c ihpn :«<i with rv«.-ry thin*; 
lUey wanted, bmli <i>r l»wm-i»ffurin^.ii«l inr.n-olleuni'*. f lr •am* l oirt nt 
it fliouJd be a nnl-el.argr upon hi-Tnii-tr-im , and 01 drr* it thonh! he j-aiJ 
CV*-ry day, and tnia wiitMKicl'aiJ, that they nv.y olU-r lacrilim-s and j r.ryi-rs 
With Ihcill (lor t lie patriarch < wlu u liicy i.tV. i\ d fnrnnVe, t uiiL<f*>n ti. , >■<»•••■ 
tftiic Lord ; fi> i! id Samuel, Ivij.rh, :md ol!.n.s) ferine life, ihiti:.. 11..- 
happiniiJs and prosperity of the king and fiis Tons, wr. 10. See here I.mv 
he gives honour, (1.) To libel'* God, wimm he callsonce and :13am ihe 
Uodoftwjtn. (2.) To his iniiiUtcrs, in ordering hisccimmilK«Hifr^io 51*- 
onifiippliet tor ihe 1 emplc-Jcr vice, m ihe appnintmcnl • »! the pn.-ii.s5 liny 
that thought to have coniroled them, now mult be in this, maitor at theM 
command. It was a new thing for God's pricfts to have luch an inLereit 
in the public money. (3.) Tu prayer, that they may />r,tvf«r the life of the 
king. He knew ihey were a praying people, and hnil heard that God 
pigh.to ihem in all that which they called upon him lor. He was fenfiWe 
he needed their prayers, and might receive benefit by them i and was 
therefore kind to them, (I iflt he might have an inurcfl in their prayers. 
It U the duty of GdiI's people, to pray for tbofe that are in authority over 
them, not only for the good and gentle, but alfo for the fro ward ; but they 
are particularly bound in gratitude t«> prav fur their protectors and bene- 
factors: and it is the wifdom of prince to defiVe their prayers, and in engage 
ihem. Let hot the greatefl princes deJpiie the prayer* of ihe me.melt faint-»» 
it is defir cable to have them for us, and dreadful to have them againft us. 

3. He enlbrceth his decree with a penalty, ver. 11« Let none eitiu r 
oppofe the work and fcrvice of the temple, or withhold ch« lupi<m. 
granted to it by ihe crown, upon p:>in of death : If any alter this dccri?r» 
let him be /tanged before hi, own door, as we fay, hanged upon a beam of 
Ills own houfe, and as an execrable man, let his hv/tfe he wade a dunghill. 

4. He entails a divine curfe upon all tliofy hin^sa-ul people that ihmdd 
ever have any bond in the uVflnic'tion of thi:J>.»me, vn\ 12. what heconhl 
pot dohimfelf for the protection of the temple, he deli res that God, fo 
vhorn vengeance belong*; would do. This !pe:.ks him *cah u.s in < he e:m(Ci 
and though this («tnple v»i at length moll juiily ds-firuyed by the utjlnc- 
pu&hsnd of God, yci pcrhapt tlic ]l..man.>, who w<.rr ihe inllnnixim ot 
that definition, fult the eficfts of this curie, l*«>r thai empire lenlibly de- 
clined ever after. 

Now from all this we learn, (I ) That tW h«'arro< kmtjs n in »l.c h.ind 



! 



A. Chap. VI, 

MiiT 01 de-red they .Vd, aritl bcenufe ihey would not be thought todo :t with 
it-lm i.tncy, ilu-y did it jtn'.di!- ver. I -i . The Uin*\ umderation lunde 
th> m, con r >ry Uj iJ»ku «>wn inellnan n. moderate too. 

'I. T.'ie hu;hii;-.g oJ' tli«* Jr»!ij0e rarri. d on and dnilhed in a little time, 
■r,r. 1-1,15. PCirv the »/..vr ■ cf the Jcsot buihlcA with dicari'uhuMi. For 
• tiu^ht I kiiuw , ih«' ■ |d< r-i the otelv*-* laboured at it ihtir vow h<u\ds, 
Limi t they did. :t u.> .1 >d:lp> aeiirf. n t to their 'Idcrlhip. but an enou- 
injfiueiii to.ih^otliir unr'tiiicri. " (1.) They found themfelves bound t«* ic 
/»!• the camimndmciit s>f the (}odof Ifracf, who had Sivcn tiiein •.*•.. r. '1 :c 



>t otuer nnti'iiii. w'ki u .mi. u l u i i..-*\vu:i nan. aon nucamc pro- 
fidvu-v to the»r ref gnm ; unh j- vm- u:ud 1 . even tie remnwrt of the children 
f the c.tptlvity, and then, w.- may fup:;o{'e. n-nie- is hereby taken of their 
nead and atll ek-:d coiididnn. h«*cnufe t!ie conlUeMtson «,f hat hel.u'd to 



CQUrCtlf IK Will r.1l c u\l HHi'iimcuvj'" u» i', -•-.«. u— 

vice was ni>t eXpetUd. The earth fvmttimcs hzf/>< th tiii ~m>i,in, |»rv. xii. 1 1> 
and thofeare made feoffor the defence of rei>gion that have little religion 
tUemfelvei- (3.) That what is intended for the prejudice of the church, 
has often, by the over-ruliug providence of Ced, bvv;n made ferrici able 
to iti Phil. »> 12. J'l»c enemies of the Jews, io appealing to Dai m*, hop. il 
to get an order to fupr *efs them, but mftead of that goi an order to fupply 
'them. Thus out of the eater comes forth meat. The apocryphal Kfdms (or 
E^ra) Book I. chep. iii.and iv. gives .Liother account ot this decic'c in fa- 
•vour of lb* Jews, ihat Darius had vowed, il ever he came to lh« Lingdom 
would build the temple at Jerufa'cm, and that Zeiubbabel, who was 
one of his attendants, (whereas it is plain here, he was now at Jerufalem.J 
for making an ingenious dticourfo le..,re him, on that fubjevft {Great it 
the truth and -Ml f rrwi/j.was bid to arte what rccampi-ncc he would, and 
•alked only for this order in purfuanw of the kiug's vo\v. 
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13. <V TheuTatuuw Roven\ovoi\ this Cu\c the rtvcr> 
Shcther-bnziiaij anU their eonip-.nuons, accoi'Llihg tt>. 

that which Darius the king iia<i fent, io they did 

they projperetl through Ihe prophelying of Jlaggai 
the prophet, and Zechariah the lonol Iddo ; and they 
builded, and tlmlhed it 7 according to the eommaiut- 
•ancntof the Gr>d ot'I frael, and aeeonlinp; to thu com- 
niantlnientofCynisand Darius, and Artaxerxe.sk ing- 
ot* Pedia. 11. And this hoide was Hndlied <m the 
third dav of the month Adar, which wns m tin; iixth 
year of tlic reign of Darius the king. lb. And the 
children of Ifrael, the prices and the Levitcvaud 
the reft of the children of the captivity, kepi t he de- 
dication of this houfe of God with joy. 17. And of- 
fered at the dedication of this houie of God, an him- 
tired bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs; and for afm-oftering- for all I frael, twelve he- 
goats, aecordingto the number of the tribes ofltrael. 

18. And they let the prieits ii\ their d\vitti>i\b, and the 
Levites in their couries, for the lervice of God, which 
2*y at Jeriifalem: as it is written in the book of Moles. 

19. And' the children of the captivity kept the pafc- 
overupon the fourteenth day of the firft mouth. 20. 
Fortheprieltsand the Levites were purified together, 
ail of them xverc pure, and killed the pals-over for all 
the children of the captivity, and for their brethren 
the priefts, and for themfelves. 21. and the children 
ofltrael which were come again out of captivity, and 
all fuchas hail lepara ted themfelves unto them, from 
the filthinefs of the heathen of the land, to leek the 
LORD God oflfrael did eat, 22. And kept thefeaftof 
unleavened bread ieven days with joy : for the LOUD 
had made them joyful, and turned the heart ot\tI;e 
kin? of Atiyria unto them, to Itrenstheii their hands 
in the work of the houfe of God, the God of Ifrae). 

■ 

Here we have, • 

1. The Jews' enemies made their friends: When they received thu order 
from the king, they came with as much hafte ta encourage and allift the 
wotk, Vs their predeceffbrs had put a flop to it, chap* iv. 23... What the 
No. LXVf • . . 
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tliry rnit'Iir ui<- it hi h:* fervicc- Tlu-y found ilvcmVclvc^ llii.vncd into 
ii !>y ihe cfminKinclinrn i otthu hrnihcn Kings, Cyrus former }y$ Darius J)my f 
and AruixnxuN f-mc time a iter. # C;in ihe elders of the Jews be remi i< in 
this gciod w.rkj when thefe foreign piinces appenr fo warm in it? Shall 
nauvc Ilravluc^ grudge their pains and cure about this building, whea 
Itiangers gnul^e not I'> he al ihtt expencc of it ? (3.) They found ihem- 
lclves encouraged in ii by the pr'phisiyingof Haggai and Zechariah, who, 
it is likely, reprefentcd to tho;n {as liilh >;> Pairielc fuggetcs) the wonder- 
fid goodiicfi ol God U\ incSiiuug the Uvart of (he king i'cilia-tu favour 
them thus. And now the w»ik wt-ni un lb pn>fj>eiouMy» that in four 
years time it was brought to pcrli:£kiom Ai for God, hii -jsork ispcrftfl* 
The gofp*-] church, that fpiriuwi u-mplc, is lung in the building hut it 
will lit- 1 fiuidicd at latt, when (li-imyUtc.d l;ody tiouir^Aicd. livery be- 
liever is a /tfr'i'fjf icmf'ft > hrtildn^ -tf> hu,ift![in hv ntoft /rvlvf::if/t; much op- 
poliiicui is given to thi^ work by Svan ar-d our own corruptions ; we fri- 
ileand prorccd in it wirh tuatn* Itnps and ponies, hut he dial has bv^nn 
th< gdddrvork will fev p**t I rju*.l, and will in irtg Jartk jmt£tnml itr.ic~A£~ 

3. The dedication of ihe temp'"- . V. it was built f being 'defined 
only for (*acn:<l ul<M f now they Jbctird !-y example Ao:v ;/ jbouid be uJl\/ M 
which (faich hiJhop I'a^ickj i> (ln*puipvi fcnfc^ ftlie wnid iuJhaU\ I hdy 
entrrtd upun it wiih liditmnil; . :uul pr.»l>^h!y with a ;nild u dechir-rrion of 
the feparaling of it lWn> conun^n ules, nnd rhe lU: mnder of it to ibe ho- 
nour of God, to be employed in his worlhip. {] «J Tile prions <.ni(iloyt*d 
in cilia fervUc \vew w*t rtn ! y t'n pvi'ftv a»**l l*t\\Nt wln> nihctaicd, but tkc 
chilslnn oJ ljroU % lomr oi each u' the /v/r/r'ii //- r hough Judaha»d Ben- 
jan;in were ibu chief, Hud then/* *'f the children of the cj&iivhy nr mtrtjjter- 
talhtti which intimated ih;u there v/en: nmsy bc : fid^5 thechudrenuf ffraei, 
of • it her iKHHtn-i, wh<i u int. r - 4 L n I I -> wuh heuu un4 heenme pro* 

felvl 

^ ///« 

mukc them d<*v<mt ;md '".'Tiowi uv ihi-> uud oihei eel * *iq;i,i t rcifes, A fad 
cli3i>i;t! The •■'••A/r# ,i/^r/</ .T». brro^i - 'h/drtu *>j the cap!;viiy 9 and there 
ajnit-ars hut a tcinnnni ot lueiii »<eiihrrj -ecordini; to ther predi«*lic»n, If>u 
via. ^- Silear jalhubj remuwt J:> di r.tu*-u (i-) Ti:c ficrili ei that 
wvre otferc<l up'»n th;- * "call -er*: % .!l*.ck> 9 r,itf/< f ami Lt:*ih 9 ver. 17, 
lor bnmj-olfrrings A\n, pence- Ourin^?, ni»ilungIoi nnuftir ui coinp^nlbu 
wirh wljat.had been orlrrcJ :r t !?r; drii ; rar:«: of So!.Ttion*s lfi«pl«s hur being- 
aceci'ding. to ;hur \m 1 nl ab: ,; ^y, ii •vis .tevt^ptrd : l".r aft*r tz zrtat uh?l uf 
aJfiiCltfia the <?/>t'0'if :t.*< «j isci: t » ' ' *'i"rft r 'w, *r 4 jain>*i:uUJ lot/it riches 

of f/'ttr lil>n\ti:\ 9 2 Cci ■ uii. !i. TiivJe h.uidrc:«!s hcciikt.' to diem, than 
Soloiniin^ tht/uiiind.s v\ to hiin. Bin, oetidea ib* ic t tin y offered twelve 
he-goatsfor tin-offering* one for every t-dfo, to nnke,i;ou';'tient icr their 
fiui, which tli^y looUvid u^uu ucci'f.Afy. in urder to du- netc^isnee of 
their fti"vici>, Fliuip hy geitirg miqio r > taken away, ih #h y couU fn*h 
themfelves from that which liad been :he ding of their late troubles, find, if 
not removed, would n worm *t ihe ru«»t of th< ir prcil-iic Hiniforli- f 3.) 
Thi> tcrvicc per(<.inu*d wud j^yj <h^y w*:rc .dl Mad io fee the temple 
builr^ .Mid the concerns >>f it in f^ good n portare. J-ut n^Iei ti to welcome 
holy ordinances wirh joy, nndii"cnd on them wi-h pleafure» Serve the 
f-ord with ghidnufs. Whatevet' we dedicate to G id, let »t be done with 
joy, thai Ik will plenfvM aec«'\ic i*. (1) When i|u-y dedicate A iUr hoetc, 
the; feuled the lioulhohl ; fmah c union could iln*y have in rhct.mple, 
without the temple lervice, and i herefore th cy /-r r/.v ///vj Jf ( i;/ ihnr dho x tiont 9 
and //ii* IstwiUi in their cunrfc$ % ver. JS. Having Ig: up the: w-i fhip <jf God 
in chi-i dcd:eaft'-n, iIm yt ole car^- to U*e,« i* up- and ntadc//^ hmhvf Mufct 
their uric, m uhieh Miry had ,m cyi* in ! his rlbbl dimenl. Though the 
temple-iVrvic^ e.aiJJ not now hi pfi h>rmcd with fo much pomp and plenty 
as formerly, b^eaufe nf their p ve ry, vlm perhaps it was j rrformcd with as 
much purny, «ind eh«(v '.dtu-n n*v u» d v : ;t« miuiu^ou a» ever, wUic'u 
wav ihe true: gh*ry. ol ji . Ku l>r »uty Lkv il:e hrau y oi' hol>nrls. 

The censhratton » B f tiie pals-over in the new ercrtrd temple. N'ow 
they were newly deliivrult u? t'-eir hondagetn IJal y'ou, it was fc.Hbn-* 
able m couimw-i:or'C< their dehvt'vauce eaxx ol their bondage hi hgypt* 
] l*'r* M) mercies lliould put us iir hund oi bonier an icics* We may fup pole 
they had ki*pt the paLs-nver afi« ra tint very yeyr fiucc their icturn, lor 
tiiey S:ad an altar :«nd a ?nbi-rnaclo-- Hut thry w ere liable ui I ei]UCiH<iittur- 
bailcei from ih^tf eciv«tu« s % %wie Utat!ie<l ronfo, and Uul voin .n>- 

i -nctrx aboui them, j.> that t\c , i mi d n >: -o n v.nli due lidrnm h »dt tlic 
temple wa.xbndr, and n«'\v tf.ry made a joyful fi ftival tA is, it faflis:^ out 
hi ihe next mouth after thr reoiple was finilhed and dod rated, rr;- 

Notice is hei'ctakvu, (l^ \ Ji- 1 lie \»\iricy ^l the ptti*lU aiul L* \iu:stnat 
kilLd the paf^aver, ver- it). Ir. NeZukiah\ rinic, thjy wciemaoy of liicni 
under blame ior not purifying rhemiclve.s. IJutnowit isobf.-rved to their 
praifoj that tl$j were purifhd toother as <wmjn M ( < the word is, ihvy were 
unanimous bodi in chvir ref luttous ami n t'aeu endenvou' 5, to make and 
keep tliemfclvt s ceremonial ly el ran for \ h*< Jblemnity ; tluy joined lo^btlier 
in theirpreparationsj that they m»g!.t Ir/p on.! nn >ther, fbihac allof them 
were pure to a man: Tht; pniity oi' ?niuiftirrs r.dd-s much to the- hvauty of 
their niiniftrations, Co d<ich tlui utviiv. {2 ) i)\ lee p;oielytes thaic. m- 
nuinicaied with them in this ordinance. .Ulfuch\:i hadjt ptraled thanjelvct 
U7iiothcm % had left their country and the fuperfiitioxH of it, and c:*ft in their 
lot with the I frael of God, and had turned from th* jMhhuJs <fihc heathen of 
the land x both their idolatries and lUr\v immoralities, tuf^^k the hard Codof 
lfrael m their God, did eat the pafi-wier. See how the [^rofelytts, the 



converts are deferibed ; they lrpitrato themfelves from thu tilth inefs of fin 
and iellowlhip with liauois, join themlclve^ to thclfrae! of Cod in ronfur- 
mUy and conHOuni<fu l andfettU<!iufclvcstoit!c\; ttie Clod ol Kr-iel j and ihofc 
Unit do fo in Jinecriry, though llr^ngers and fon-igners, are welcome to eat 
of the golpel-feaft, as fettaw^ettfeem •;:•;/// the fa hits and of the houjbcldof God. 
(3.) Ot the great pieMurc and fntisftttiou wherewith they kept ihefeaficf 
nnkaDined buad^ ver, 20.. (Ac Loftt Imd iue*M them juxful, hart given them 
both caofelo rejoice ami heart* t * rejoice. It was mow ubourtwenly years 
fincethe foutidnt on of this temide was laid, and we may fuppofc the old 
men that then wept at the renicmbranccof thefirft temple were mofiof theni 
deadliy this time* fi ilut n%>\v ilicfe \va^ no tears mingled witU llicirjoye, 
Thofe that are upon good grounds joyful iiave therefore reafon to be thank- 
ful, becaufe it is God that makes ihnshto rejoice. He is the fountain whence 
all th* ftreamti of our joy How* God has promifvd to all thofe who take 
hold of Ida covenant! that he ~c\U make them Jwfufin hu houfe of prayer. 
The particular occaiion Duty had IW joy At this time wn*, that God had 
tamed the heart o( i\\c emperor to tht*m to /lengthen their hfndt. If thofe 



Chap. VII. 

tiiot have Ijpcii, or we fenjed would have keen, againii us prove to be for 
u», wo nvjv rejoice iu it as a tolorn for good, that f«r uays Jdeaje the Lsrd, 
Prov, xvi. '7. and lie rimft have ihe gloiy of* it. 
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precious name falutcd us at f rjl in the title of the booh, but in 
ihe hiftory ive have n it met with it, till this chapter introditceib bint 
int i pubTu: action in another reign, that of Artaxcrxes. Zerubhabel 
iiud Jijbnn., ive will fuppoje by this time (0 be grown old, if not gone 

• toe' any mure of Hae&ai and Zrcbariab ; tbey have 



ta oj vis expeaiuon 10 ueriyutcmjur *«/e jiuisuc 
(2.) A copy of the coinmijfion which Artaxerxes 
-*6. (3.) His tbankfulnefs In. God for it, ver. 



ojj'i nor hear ive' any mure of 

jiuifbed tbeir tsjlintotty : IV but jbaUbecome nfibe caufe of God, and 
Ifrael, -when theft ttfefill injhumentsare laidajide? Trujl God, -who 
bay t hi reft due of the Spirit, tora'ife up others in their room. Ezra 
here, and Nehemtah v. the next book, are as ferviceable in tbeir 
days, us ihoje ivere in theirs. Mere is, ( 1 .) An account in general 
o/ldra bhnfejt\ and of bis expedition to Jerufalem for the public 
■ g'jod,vvr, 1 — 10. 

gave him, ver. 1 1 

57, iiti. Toe next chapter will give us a more particular narrative 
of his officiates, his journey t and arrival at Jerufalem. 

3. \TOW after thefe things, in the reign of Arta- 
JjS| xerxeskingofPeHia, Ezra the lbn of Seraiah, 
the ton of Azariah, the ion of Hilkiah, 2. The ion of 
Shallum, the fon of Zailok, the fon of Ahitub, tf. 
The ion of Amariah, the fon of Azariah, the ion of 
Meraioth, 4. The ion of Zeiahiah, the fon of Uzzi, 
the fon of Bukki, 5. The ion of Abiihua, the ion of 
Phinchas, the ion of Eieazar, the fon of Aaron the 
chief prielt: 0. This Ezra went up from Babylon, 
and he xv/.v a ready i'eribe in the law of Alofes, which 
the LOUD God of Il'rael had given: and the king 
granted him all his requeir, according to the hand of 
the LORJ) his God upon him. 7. And there went 

and of the prielb, 

porters, 

and the Nethiuims, unto Jerufalem, in the ieventh 
year of Artaxerxes the king. 8. And lie came to Je- 
rufalem m the fifth month, which teas in the ieventh 
year of the king. 0. For upon the firit day of the 
iirii mouth began lie to go up from Babylon, and on 
the iirlt day of the fifth month, came he to Jerufa- 
lem, according to the good hand of his God upon 
him. .10. For Ezra had' prepared his heart to leek 
the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach 
in Ifrael itatutes and judgments. 



I I it. X*\S±\*-' 1 1 1 ■ » VIUU Lt^V^li LllllL. I. Hi 

%r(ijhm:> of tlie children of Iirael, and of tin 
ami the Levi tea, and the lingers, and the 



Here is;, 1. Ezra's pedigree. He was one of the Tons of Aaron, a prieft ; 
him God chofe to be an inftrument of good to Ifrael, that he might put ho- 
nour upon thepriefthood, the glory of which had ^een much eclip&d by the 
captivity. He is find to he the fan of Seraiah, that Seraiah, as U luppofed, 
whom the king of Babylon put to death when he facked Jerulafeni,2 Kings 
jexv. 18 — 21. If we rake the iliortert computation, it was jeventy-iive 
years fince Seraiah died, and many reckoned it much longer, andbecaufe 
we wtll inppofe Kzra called out in the prime of his time to public forvice, 
<Io therefore think that Seraiah was not his immediate parent, but his grand- 
father or great-grand-fat her, but he was the tirft eminent perfon that oc- 
curred in his genealogy upwards, which is curried up here as high as Aaron, 
bur leaving out many tor bre vity fake, which may be I'uppVicd from 1 Chron. 
yi. 4, life. I le w.»> younger brother, or hisYathcr was Jo'/adak, the father 
of Joihua, Co that he was nut high-pricjl, hut nearly allied to the high- 
prieft. 

v 2. His character ; though of the younger houfc, his perfona! qualifi- 
cations made him very eminent. 

1 . He was a man of great learning. A feribe, a ready feribe in the lays of 
Mofes, ver, u'. lie wa> vety much converfant with the feriptures, efpecially 
the writings of >Iofes, hat! the words ready, and was well acqnainted with 
tJie fenle and nuaning al them; it is to be feared, learning run low among 
the Jews in Habyloti; hut Kzra was inlirumental to revive it. The Jews 
fay, he coileflL-d and collated all the copies of the law he could find out, 
and publiflied an accurate edition of it, with all the prophetical books, 
hiltorical and poetical, that wen: given by divine iufpiration, and ib made 
u;i the cannon »l the Old Teftament, with the addition of the prophecies 
and hiltorie.-. of U\> wvn time, which, if he were raifed up of God, and 
fpirited to do, all gv ner.'ttzons have rcafon to call htm hieffed, and to blefs 
God for h:m. God fetir to the J ewe prophets and /tribes, Matt, xxiii. 34. 
Ezra went under the latter denomination j now prophecy was about to 
ceafe, it was time to promote feripturc-knowledgc, purfuant to thecoun- 
frl of God by tlio la ft of the prophets, Mai. iv. -J. Remember the law of 
Slfcfif. Gof;>el miiiifters are called Seribes inftruGed to the kingdom of hew 
meni Matt. xiii. 52.. New I'cftament feribes. It was pity fiicii a worthy 
name as this fhould be worn as it was, in the degenerate ages of the 
Jewifb church, by men that were p r of ell'ed enemies to Chrift and his go£- 
pel. IV* unto yon Scri.'-ts and Phar'ifces, who were learned in the letter of 
the law, but Grangers to the fpirit of it. 

2. He was a man of grea t piety and holy zeal, ver. 1 0. He had prepared 
his heart to ftek the /wee of the Lord, Sec. (1.) That which he chofe for his 
ftudy was the laxvofthe Lord. The Chaldeans, among whom he was born 
and bred, w< re famed for literature, efpecially the ftudy of the Hans, to 
which, being a bnokith man, we may fuppofe Ezra was* temp ted to apply 
him fell', but he got over the temptation", the law of his God was more to 
him than all ihe writings of thrirmagiciansand aftrologers, which he knew 
en ough 1 of with good realon to defpifethem. (2. } H e fought the laze of the 
Lord, that is, he made it his.butmefs to inquire into it} fearched the ferip- 
tures, and f ught the knowledge of God, andjiis mind and will in the 
feriptures, which is to be found there, but not without fecking. (3.) He 
made conference of doing accoiding to it ; let it belbre him as his rule, 
'formed 1 his feutiments and temper by it, and managed hirafclf in his whole 
converlation according to it. This ufewemuft make of our knowledge of 
the fctipiures, for happy are we, if we do what we know, of the will of God. 
(4.J He let himfvlf to teach Ifrael the Itatutes and judgments of that law. 
What he knew, he was willing to communicate for the good of others, for 



the mi nift ration of the Spirit h given to every man to proft withal. But obferve 
the method; he urft learned'and then taught; fought the lawof the Lord, 
and fo laid up a good treafure, and then inftructed others, and laid out 
what he had laid up. He alio rtrft did and then taught, practiced the 
commandments hirufclf, and then di seeled others in the practice of them j 
thus his example continued his doctrine. (5.) He prepared his heart to 
do all this-, or fixed his heart. He took pains iu his ftudies, and tho- 
roughly furnilhed hiinlejf for what he deflgned, and then put on refolu- 
ri .11 to' pr cei dand pcrfevere in them, and thus he became a ready feribe. 
Mofes in ligypt, Kzra in Hahyfon, and both in captivity, were wonder- 
fully lilted for eminent fer vices to the church. 

3. His expedition to .h'ruf.ik-m for the good of his country. He nvent up 
from Jialnlon, ver. 6. and in four months time came to Jerufalem, ver. S. 
It was Arangc fuch a man as he Hatd fo long in Babylon, after hjs brethren 
were gone up j but God lent him not thither till he had work for him to do 
there ;• and none went but thole ivhofe fpirit s God raifed to go up. Some 
think this Artaxerxes was the fame with that Darius, whole decree we had 
chap. vi. and that Kzra came the very year after the temple was finiihed, 
that was* the fixth year, this the feventh, ver. 8. So Dr. Lightfoot; my 
worthy and learned friend lately deceafed, Mr. Tallents, in his chronolo- 
gical tables, placeth it about fifty-feven years after the finifljingof the tern- 
plej others further on. 1 have only to obferve, (I.) How kind the king 
was to him, be granted him all his rcqneft, whatever he defired, to put htm 
into a capacity to ferve his conutry. (*2.J How kind his people were to 
him; when he went, many mue went with him, becaufe they defiYed not 
to liayin Babylon when he was gone thence, and becaufe they would ven- 
ture to dwell in Jerufalem, when he was gone thither. (3.) How kind his 
God was to him i he obtained this favour from his king and country, by 
the good hand of the Lord that nuns upon* him, ver. 0* — 9. Note, Every crea- 
lure is that to us that God makes it to be; and from him our judgment pro- 
ceeds ; as the events that (hall be we mult fee in God's hand, Ib til v events 
that are we mult iVe G.id's hand in, and acknowledge him with thankful- 
nefs, when wc have reaf.m to call ii his good hand. 

11. «J Now this is the copy of the letter that the 
king Artaxerxcs»ave unto Kzra the prielt, thefcribe, 
even ;t lcribe of the words of the commandments of 
the LORD, and of his itatutes to Iirael. 12. Arta- 
xerxes, king of kings, Unto Ezra the prieft, a feribe 
of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and 
at fuch a time. 13. I make a decree, that all 'they 
of the people of Il'rael, and of his prieits and Levite^ 
in my real in, which are minded of their own free 

will to go up to Jerufalem, go with thee. 14. For- 
afmueh as tliou art lent of the king, and of his feveu 
counfellors, to enquire cdncerning, Judah and J-eru- 
laleni, according to the law o( thy; God -which is in 
thine hand: 15. And to cany the' lilver ana 1 gold, 
which the king and his counfellors have freely of- 
fered unto the God of Ifrael, whofj habitation is in 
Jerufalem. 1(5. And all the filver and- gold that thou 
canlt liiut in all the province of liabylon, with the 
free-will offerings of the people,, and of the priefts, 
offering willingly for the houle of their God, which 
is in Jerufalem: 17. That thou mayeft buy ipeediiy 
with this money, bullocks, rams, lambs, with their 
meat-offerings, and their drink-offerings, and offer 
them upon the altar of the houfe of your God, which 
is in Jerufalem. IS. And whatibever lhall ieem good 
to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with the reitof the 
iilver and gold, and do after Hie will of your God. 19. 
The vetfeis alio that are given thee, for the fervice of 
the houle of thy God, thofc deliver thou before the 
God of Jerufalem. Ancl whatibever more lhall be 
needful for the houle of thy God, which thou (halt 
have occaiion to bellow, beliow it out of the king's 
treafure-houfe. 21. And I, even 1 Artaxerxes the 
king, do make a decree. to all the treaJ'u re rs which arc 
bcyoiid the river, that whatibever Ezra the prielt, the 

"feribe of the law of the God of heaven y.ljmli require of 
you, it be done ipeediiy; 22. Unto an hundred talents 
of lilver, and to an hundred meafures of wheat ^and 
to ah hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred batlis 
of oil, and ialt without prefcribing hoie niuchcb 2& 
What foe ver .is coimnanfled by the God of heaven, .let 
it be rliligentlv done for the houle of the Godofiheai- 
veil : for why tuould there be wrath again li the re* aim 
of the king and his ions? 24. AU't>.we certify you>that 
touching any of the prieits and J myites, lingers* pop? 
ters, Nethininis, or miniiters offthis houfe of God, ii 
lhall not be lawful to impole toll, tribute, orcuitom 

upon thein. 25. And thou Ezra, after the yifdom of 
thy God, that w in thine hand, let magiit rates and 
judges, which may judge alKthe people that are bcJ 



yond the river, all fuch as know the laws of thy God} 
and teach ye them that know thein nok. 26. And who- 
mever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of 
the king, let judgment be executed fpeedily upon 
him, wliether /V bv unto death, orlo banilhnient, or 
to eoniilcation of goods, or to imprisonment. 

We have here llir cnmmifllon which ihe Perfian emperor granted to Ezra, 
giving him uuihoriiy to adttur t ie good of thu Jews) and it is very ample 
and full, and beyond .what could he. expected. The eo:n million runs, we 
fuppofe, in the ufual form. ArtaJc.erxcs, king of king*^ that is too high a, 
title ft^rany mortal, man to afltane ; jic >yas indeed king of fome kings, but 
tofpeak as if he were king tif all kin^s, is to ufurp his p/^rogative who hath 
r power both in heaven and in earth. He tends greeting to hJs truily and 

weJI- 
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well beloved Ezra, wlmm be calls a fcrv^cf lie. laiv rf ire God of t-eaven % 
ver. 12. a title which (it fecin* by this) Ji-cra valued himf- It hy» ami deiirc:d 
no other, no not when he was advanced to the ;tr<trciu;utar dignity. Me 
reckoned it> more his honour to be a fcrihe of (lja\ /„•;</. ih.in to h * n peer 
•or prince of the empire : Let us obforvo the aiticle uf t'n, ciunmifTion ; 

1. Hegivu» K/ra Icav" tn go uj> to Jeruf.iJcm. antl ,v mnw of \th coun- 
trymen as i»ie:i led to go up will) him, ver 1.5. He and rh y .v rt- e.ir-tives, 
and therefore they would not quit his dominion:; without i.'.h loyal licence. 

2. He give* them authority to inquire into the ailair., of.I mlah utu\ Jeru- 
fulem, tw. 11 The rule of hU inquiry was to be the I r^vf hi< (*\\lz:hieh 
was i/r hit hand j whether die Jews in their religion had nod did :iceo:ding 
tv) that law; whether the temple was built, ihepriefthm d frttlrd, audi lie 
ircrihces offered conformable to the divine appointment ; if up«n inquiry 
he found any thing amife, lie mule fee to get it amended, like Titus in 
Crvte, mult fet vi order the thing* that tirre wanting y Tit i. 5. Thus is 
God's law magnified and made honourable, and thus arc the Jews re liar 
to their anc eut privilege of governing themfelves by that law, and are no 
longer under the fiat utet that were not good, the Uatutes of iheir opprefTors, 
E^ek. xk. 25. 

(3.) Hecutrufts him with the money that was freely given by theking 
himfelf and hi&counfellors,, and colleiflcd among hisfubje£Ufor tlielcrvice 
of the houle of God, wr, 15, iff. Let this be taken notice of, (I.) To the 
honour of God, as the one only living and true God, for even thole that 
■wordiipped other gods, were fo convinced of the fovercignty of the God of 
Ifracl* that they were willing to be at charge to recommend themfelves to his 
favour. See Pfal. xlv. 12 — lxviii. 2t). (2.) To the praifc of this heathen 
king ; that he ordered the God of Lfrae!, though his worlhippers were a 
delpicable handful of poor men, that were not able to bear the charges of 
their own religion, and were now his vaflals ; and that though he was not 
•wrought upon to quit his own fupcrlti lions, yet he protected and encouraged 
the Jews in their religion, and d?d not only fay. Be ye firmed % and he ye 
Jil!ed 9 but gave them luch things as they needed. (3.) To the reproach of 
the memory of the wicked kings of Judah ; they that had been trained up 
in the knowledge and worfhip of the Gadof Ifraei, and had his law and his 
prophets, often plundered and imp wrifiicd tne temple, but here a heathen 
^prince enrichetli it. Thus afterwards the gnfpel was rejected by the Jews, 
but welcomed by the Gentiles. See Horn. xi. 1 1. Through their/all fal- 
vation is come m the Gentdes. Act* xiii. 46. 

Ez?a is intrufted, (1.) To receive this money, and to carry it to Jeru- 
falem, for he was a man of known integrity, whom (hey could confide in, 
that he would not convert that, nor the lealt part of it. to Ids own ufe, 
which was given to the public. We find St. Paul going *o Jcrufulem upon 
fuch an errand, to bring alms Co his nation and offerings % A<4s xxiv. \J. (2.) 
To layout this rnonryin the bed manner ; in laerilices lobe ottuml upon 
the altar of GiuL, ver. 1/. and in whatever elfe he or his brethren thought 
&iWr« 18. with this limitation only, that it be after the xeill of \yotn (iod % 
.which they were better acquainted with than he was. Let the icill of our 
God be always our rule in our expences, and particularly in what wc lay out 
for his ferviee. God's work muft always be done according to his iviil. 
Befides motley he had veirels alio given him for the ferviee of the. temple, 
ver. lp. Cyrus reftored what of right belonged to the temple j but the:e 
were given over and above : Thus it receheth its ozvn with ufuri ; thefe he 
muft deliver before the God df Jerufalem % as intended for his honour, there 
Where he had put his name. t . 

4. He draws him a bill, or warrant rather, upon the treafures onthatfzdc 
the river, requiring them to farnifli turn with what he had occafion for out 
of the king's revenues, and place it to the -king's- account, ver. 20, 21, 22. 
This was confiderately done* for Ezra, being yet to enquire into the date 
of things, knew not what he fhould have occafion for. and was modclt in 
his demands; ' it Was alfo kindly done, and evtdcnceth a very great affection 
.to the.tempfeand a great confidence in fczra. It is the in.creltof princes, 
and great men to ufe their wealth and power in the fuppot rand encourage- 
ment of religion: And what elle are great revenues good tW, but that Ihey 
enable men to do much good of this kind, if they hnvcbui hearts to do it r 

5. He chargeth him that nothiog fhould he wanting that was requilite 
to be done in or about the temple, for the honour of the O h\ of Krael. 
Obfervc in this charge, wr. 23. How honourably he fpeaks of God, he had 
called him before theGedof derufaletn) but here, leftit fhould bethought he 
looked upon him as a local deity, he rails him twice, with groat veneration,* 
the God of heaven: How ftricily lie eyes the word and law of God, which, 
it islikely, he had rend and ad.nired ; whatsoever is cemmande i by your God 
(whofe iniiitntionsj though hewrote himfclf King of kings t he would not pre- 
sume in the iota or tittle to alter or add to) Ut it be done, let it he diligently 
done, with care aud fpced. And how lolictt'»ufly he deprecates the wrath of 

„ God, why Jbovld t litre he wrath againjl the realm ? The negleft and contemj>t 
of religion brings the judgments of God upon Icings and kingdoms, and the 
likeliell expedient to turn away his wrath, when it is ready to break out 
againli a people, is to fupport and encouiage religion j would we fecureour 
peace and profperity, let us take care that the caufeuf God be nor lhirved. 

6. He difchargeth all the miniAcrs.of the temple from paying taxes to 
thegovcrnment/'from the greateftci the priefts t<j tlie leaft c.f the Nethi- 
nims, it fhall not be lawful for the king's officers to impofc that toll, tri- 
bute, or cuftom upon them, which other the king's fuhjects paid, <rw.24« 
This put a great honour upon them, as free denizens of the empire, aud 
would gain them iefpc£t as favourites of the crown ; and it gave them 
liberty to attend their miniftry with more chearfulnels and freedom. We 
luppofe it was only what they needed for them feiyes and their families, and 
the maintenance of their miniltry, that wan hereby allowed to conic to them 
cuftom-free ; if any of them fhould take occafiun, from this privilege, to 
meddle in trade and inerchandife, they juftly loft the benefit of it. 

7. He impowers Ezra to nominate and appoint judges and magillrates for 
all the Jews on that fide the river, ver. 25,26. It wife a great favour to 
the Jews to have fuch nobles of themfelves, and efpecially to have them 
of Ezra*s nomination. (1.) All that knew the lata of Ezra's Goa, i. c. all 
tfaatprofeired the JewtJh, religion were to be under the jurildi&iou of thefe 
judges, which intimates, that they were exempt from the jurifdiction of 
the heathen magiftrates. (2.) Thefe judges were allowed aud -encouraged 
to make profelytcs, let them teach the lawfsof G*d to thofc that do not. know 
them. Though he would not turn Jew himfelf, he cared not how many of 
his fubje<fts did. (3.) They arc aut horized to enforce the judgments thev 
gave, and the order.-* they made conformable to the law of God, (which was. 
hereby made tbh* lawof the khtgj with levere penalties, impnfonnient, ba- 
niiliment, fine, or death, according as their law direded. They are not 
Allowed to make new laws, but muft iVe the laws of God duly executed; and 
therefore they are intruftcd with the fword, that they. may be a terror to 
evildoers. What could Jehofhaphat,Qr Hezekiah, or David himfelf, as king, 
have done more for the honour of God Aud the furtherance- of religion ! 

I m 

27. ^ Blefled be the LORD God of our fathers, 
which nath put fuch a fhing'zs this in -the king's heart, 
to beautify the houle of the LORD, which is in Jeru- 
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flilcm ; 28. And lialh extended mercy unto me, be- 
fore the kiiii;- and his counfellors, and before a ! the 
king's nii.t»hly i^rinces, and I was iirenglheneU as the 
hand of th<- IX)!vl) my God was upon me, and Iga- 
| \ lie red In-r out of lfrae I, "cdiiet* men to go up 

\\ it h me. 

E-icra cannot proreed in hU A ny, without inf rt'ng U's thankful acknoiv- 
led^ment *;t ihe goodness oi' God to him and his people in this matter. 
As foon nslie has cnnoltuh-d the kind's cominiflion, inflcnd oi "lubjoin : ng 
God frse the king, t!iou»ii tlsnt hud been proper enough ; he adds, Blejfed 
be the J,ord 9 fur we mult in every thing give thank and whatever occur- 
rences pie;deua f we mud own God's humffn them, and pralfuhis name. 
Two tilings F'/rab'ctied God lor. 

1. For his coin mi H 100. We luppofe he luffed the king's hand for it, but 
thnt was not all, hlejfedbc God (laith he) that put fuch a thing as this into the 
king's heart. God can put things into men's hearts, which would not arife 
there of themfelves, and into their heads too, both by his providence and 
by his grace, in things pertaining both to life and godlinefs. If any good ap- 
pear to be in our own hearts, or in the hearts of others, we muft own it 
was God that put it there, and blc's him for it ; for it is he that warkethin 
ur both to will arid to do that which was good. "When princes and magiltrates 
n€t for thefnpprelfion of vice, and the encouragement of religion, we muft 

* thank God llmtpnt it into their hearts ro do fo, as much as if they had granted 
us lb me particular favour. When God's houfe was built, Ezra lejoicediu 
what was done to beautify it. We read not of any orders given to paint 
or gild it, or garnish it with precious (tones, but tn be fure that the ordi- 
. nances of God were duly adminiitered there conftantly, and carefully and 
exarily according to the inftitution, and that was indeed the beautifying 
of ihe temple. 

2. For the encouragement he had to aftin purfuanee of his comtmflion, 
w, 28 Hi* has extended mercy to me. ' The Icing, in the honour he did 
him, we may luppofe, had an eye to his merits, and preferred him becaufc 
helooktd upon him to be a wry fenlible ingenious man : but lie himfelf 
afcrihes it purely to God's mercy, that it was that recommended him to 
the favour of hi:, princ. F.zra himfelf was a man of courage, yet heat- 
tributes his encouragement, not to his own heart, but to God's hand, I 
was lirengthencd to undertake the fe vices, at the hand if the Lcrd my God 
wt;s n(>on me, to d-re^t and Or port me ; if Gcd gives us his hand, we ure 
hold aud eh ia Jul ; if he wi hcraw it, we arc weak as water. Whatever 
for vice we an* < nabled to do for God and our generation, God mult have 
all flic gl .ryofil. S't-.'. gth for it is del ived from him, and th reibre ths 
pfaife ot it muft he given to him. 

C II A P. VIII. 

This^chapl er gives us a more particular narrative of Evas journey 

to Jerusalem, which tut bad a r en end account of in the foregoing 

chapter. (1.) The company thai vtetti up toith him, ver. J — so. 
(2.) The folemn fajL which be kept with bis company, to imp/ore 
CoaV s prcfcncc -with them in ibis journey, ver. Ul — 23. (3.) The 
care he took of the treafure he badiuith him, and the charge he gave 
the priejl concerning it , to whofe cujlody he committed it, ver. 4 J<1 — 
30. (4.) The care God took of him and his company in the way, 
ver. 3 1 . (5.) Their fafe arrival at Jerufahm, inhere 'they delivered 
their treafure to the priejls, ver. 33, 34. Their commfjfions t'j the 
king's lieutenants, ver. 3(3. Offered Jttcrifccs to ijud 9 ver. 35. 
and then applied themfelves tu their bujincj's. 

I . ^T^HESE are now t lie due? of their fathers, and 
_JL this ts the genealogy oft hem that went up with 
me irom ]>abyluu, n\ tlie rei^u of Artaxerxes the 
king-. ^. Of tiie ions ofPlunelias ; GcrUiom: of the 
ions of Ithanntr; Daniel: of the ions of David; 
llattulh. :i. ()\: the 1or.:> of Sheehaniuh, of the Ions 
of Pharoih ; Zeeiiarinh : and with him were reckon- 
ed ity^encuiouiv of the males, an lumdivd and fifty. 
4. Of the ions of Pahat h-moab ; Elilioeuai the ion of 
Zeraliiaii, and with him two hundred males. .5. Of 
tlie ions of Sheehaninh ; the ion of Jahaxiel, and with 
him- three hundred males. 0. Of the Ions allbof Adin; 
Ebed the fun of Jonathan, and with him fifty males. 
7. And of the ion* ot'Eiani ; Jeihatah tlie ion of At ha- 
Iiah, and with him ieventy males. 8. And of the ions of 
♦Shephatiah ; Zebadiah the ion of jMichael, and with 
him fburicore males. 9. Of the ionsofJoab; Obadiah 
the ion of Jehiel, and with him two hundred and 
eighteen males. 10. And' of the ions of Sheiomith ; 
the fori of Jotiphiah, and with him an hundred and 
th reel core males. 11 . And of the ions of Behai ; Zc- 
chariah the Ibu of Behai, and with him twenty and 
eight males. 1-2. And of the ions of Azuad ; Jo ha nan 
the ion of Ilakkatan, and with him an hundred and 
ten males. 13. And of the latl ibnsof Adonikam, whole 
names arc tliei'e, Eliphelet, Jeiel, and Shenmiah, and 
with them threeieore {miles. 14. And of the ions alio 
of Big-vai ; Uthaj, and Zahbud, and with them Ie- 
venty males. 15. Q - And I gathered them together to 
the river that runneth to Ahava ; and there abode we 
iu tents three days: and 1 viewed the people and the 
prielts, and found t here none of the fons of Levi. 16. 
Then fent I for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and 
for Einatham and for Jarib, and for^Elnathan, and 
for Nathan, and for Zeehariah, and for Meihuliam, 
chief men ; alio for Joiarih, and for Elna than, men of 
underfratidi ng . 17.. And I fei it the m w ith command- 
me*nt Unto Iddo the chief, at the place Cafiphia, and 
1 told them what they Ihould lay unto Iddo, and to 
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hi-, bret hren the Xethhnms, at the place Caliphia, 
t lull tiu-y ihould bring unto us miuiuers ibr the houfe 
oi our God. 1<S. And by the »ood iuincl of our God 
upon u:y, (hey Drought its a man of uuderiitfnding, of 
iuis tuiih Oi Muhli, tlie Ion oi' Levi, the fon of Ifrael, 
and Shereniah with Ins ions and his brethren, eigh- 
teen ; \9. And I Iui1iuhiu.il, and w ith him Jelhaiah of 
t he- fon.s ot Merai, his brethren and their ions, twen- 
ty ; £0. Alio of the Nethinims, whom David and the 
princes had appointed for the fere ee of the Lcvites, 
two hundred and twenty Nethinims; all of them 
were ex p re i led by name. 

K-cui having rvcived his com million from the king, beats for volun- 
tr«.t->, n» ii. »vure, leCo up an etitign tt> alienable the oul-calts of Ifrael, and 
i\ur. Jilj Oiltd of Jtidnb, Ij'a. xi. 12. whoever of the Tons of Sion, thatiiav// 
%uih the daughters of Babylon, is di I poled logo to Jeruialeni, now the. tem- 
ple there its rimmed, and the teniple-fervicc fet a-going, now is their 
time: now one would think that under fuch a leader, with fuch encou- 
ragements, all the Jews Ihould at length have Jbakcn thevifelves from their 
dufi, and loofed the bands off their neck, according to that call, IJaAM. 1, 2. 
fcSV. 1 wonder iiow any of them could read that chapter, and yet ilay be- 
hind. Dut multitude* did (hat loved their eafe better than their religion, 
thought themli-lvcs well where they were, and either believed not that 
JeruJalem would better their condition, or durft not go thither through 
any diUUulues. Hut here we are told, 

I . Thai lome omred thenifelves willingly to go with Ezra. Tlie heads 
of the fcveru) fumil'es are here named tor their honours, and the numbers 
of the males each brought in, amounting in all to one thoufand four hun- 
dred ninety and fix. Two priefts-are named, n/er, 2. and one of the fons 
or David, but it ihouhl Item they came without their faro ''lies, probably 
intending io fee how they liked Jerufnlem, and then either to fend for 
their fam.lics, or return to them as they law caufc. Several of 
their lamilie.s, nr elans, here named we had he'b'e, chap, it. Then f -me 
went up from them, now more, as God inclined their hearts j fon.e w»*rc 
called into the vincyar 1 a', the th'ud hour, others nor until (he eleven h, 
ver even thole we.e not lejerled. But 1 1 ere we read o! the lull fons of 
. I,:.%tjw, vet. 13. which tome tii)dei1taiid to their difpraife, that they 
\s»iu the i.tlc that lilted theuilclves under Ezra / 1 rather uuderttand it 
t-i i!>eir ho iwur, that now ail tlie lens of that family returned, and none 
It. ml behind. 

- • Thai what T.iV'.U*.s went into this company were in n manner prcfied 
iii'o lite feryuc. Ezr.: uppo.nrvda general rendezvous of all his company, 
at a certain p. ace uj on Xew-yeai'e day, the fuli day of the-firlt mouth, 
e's.p. vii. J), the:) and then- he took a view of them, and muttered them, 
and (which wis (ir.tng<0 found there none of the fons of Levi, vcr. 17. Some 



prielia iheru were:, but none others, that weie Lcvites, where was thefpi- 
. ntof that i acred tribe: Eira a prieft, like Moles, proclaims, who is on the 




they could not have better, they had reafon to be thankful for them : but 
now the temple at Jcrufalem was opened, to the fervice of which they were 
ordained, they ought to have preferred the gates of Sion before all tiiofe 
fynagogues ; it is upon record here to' their reproach, but tell it not In Oath, 
}£zki, when he obferved that lie had no Lcvites in his retinue, was much at 
a lofs : he had money enough for the fervice of the temple, but wanted 
men. The king and princes had more than done their part, but the ibvs of 
Levi had not half done theirs. .Eleven men, chief Men, and men of un- 
derlianding, he choofes out of his company, to be employed for the filling 
up of this lamentable vacancy. And here we are told, 

t . How well they were lent, that Ezra lent them to a proper place, where 
there was a college of Levitrs, the place Call phi a, probably a ftreet or 
l'quaie in Kahyluii allowed Ibr that purpofe; (Silver-tfreet, one may call 
it, for Ccfeph n'gnifie» Iilver) he lent them io a proper perfon, to Jddo, 
the chief preiidcnt of the college, not to urge him to come himfelf, we 
will fuppof".- him to he old ami unlit for fuch a remove, hut fome of the 
juniors, vthtifien for i he f /onfc of C«/./, ver. 1~. The furnishing of God's 
h.tufe with &oocl miniftcrs ij> a good wurk, and which will redound to the 
comfort and credit of all that have a hand m it. 

2. I low well they Sped ; they did not return without their errand, but 
though their warning was limi t, they brought about •!() Lcvites to attend 




that good men fh.nild our t a good work, merely tor want of being fpoken 
to : |>i!y they fh u Id need it, and if they do, pity they Ihould want it. Of 
the Nethinims, the fervitors o. the facied college, the fpecia irtjSma of ^the 
temple minillers more appear forward to go than of the Lcvites them- 
le'.vo: of them two hundred and twenty upon this hairy fummons lifted 
#tbemleJvdf, and had the honour to beexprell'ed byname in Ezra's mutter- 
roll, ver, TO, Thus (taith Ezra) were we furnilhed with Levites, By the 
good hand of God upon us. 1 1 v» h ere n; i n i Hers ha ve been want i ng, the va- 
cancies are well iupplied,. lei God have the glory, and his good hand, 
quail tying them for the fervice, inclining them to it, 
i\ door of onp'AHunity for them. 



and then opening 



21. Then I proclaimed a faft there, at the river 
Ahava, that we uu.i;ht a (diet ou delves before our 
God, to feek of him a ri^ht way for us, and for our 
little ones., and ibr all our iubitanee. 2-2. For I was 
aihaihed to require oftJu: kiugu band of ibldiers and 
horteinea, to help us againit the enemy in the way: 
becauie we had fpoken unto the k i ug, laying-,. The 
hand of our God /.< upon all them for good, that feek 
him, but ins power and his wrath M againitall them 
that forlake him. So we falted, and beibught our 
God for this, -and he was iii treated of us. 

Ezra has procured Levites to go along with him, but what will that avail 
Ainlels liehxivii Grid with him ? That if therefore his chief care j in all our 
'ways -wc muft acknowledge God, and in thole particularly whereio we 
ars endeavouring to ferve tlie huerelt vfhh kingdom among mea ; Ezta 
doth lb here. - Obferve* 



1. The ftcdfaftcon/idcnce he bad in God, and in his gracious protedlion; 
he told the king, wr. 22. what principled he went upon, that thole who 
leek God are iale under the ihndownf his wings, even in theirgreateft dan- 
gers : but thofe who loriake him are continually expofcd > even then when 
tln*y are molt lecurc« God^ Jervants have his power engaged for them, his 
enemies have it engaged againft them. This Ezra believed with his heart, 
and with hU mouth madeconfeilion ofit before die king, and thcreforehe 
wasalhamed t-> alk of the king a convoy, leli therefore he Ihould giveocen~ 
llou to the king andtlmfe ah ut him to fulpect eitiier God's power to help, 

people, or Kzra's confidence in that power- 'i bey that trultin God, and 
triumuh in him, will benihamed offceking to the creature Ibr protection, 
elpecially for tiling any iorry ihilis for their own lafety, beeaule tJiereby 
they contradict themfelves and their own confidence, Not hut thatthoic 
who depend upon God> muft ufc pioper means for tueir prcfeivation, and 
tliej' need not bealhamed to do it ; but when the honour of God is con- 
cerned, one would rather expofe ones fclf, than do any thing to the pre- 
judice of that, which ought to be dearer to us than our Jives. 

2. The folemn application he made to God in that conlidence, he pro- 
claimed a fait, vcr. 21. No doubt he had himfsjf begged ox God direction 
in this aliair, from the lirlt time he had it in his thoughts : but for public 
mercies, public prayers mult be made ; that ail who are to fhaiein theconi~ 
fort of it, may jo n in recjueft for it. Their failing was, (1.) Toexprefe 
their humiliation ; this lie declares to be the intent and inclining ot it, that 
we might ajfiici our/elves before our God for our lins, and fo be qual tied for 
the pardon of them ; when w*e are entering upon any new condition of life, 
our care Ihould he to bring none of the guilt of tlielins of our former con- 
dition into it; when we are in any imminent peril, iet us be lure to make 
our peace with God, and when we are fafe, nothing can do utf any real 
hurt- (2.) To excite their iuppf cations ; prayer .was always jo ; ned with 
religious fairing; their errand tu the throne of grace was ic feck of God a right 
way, i, e. to ronunit ihemfelves to the cunduct of the divine providence, 
to put themfe.ves under the divine pr->tec:iorj, and to hegof God to guide 




had; but ihey be.icvcfl the prwerand lavourof God, and the raimibatioh 
of his a tig elk would be to theni iiiiiead t ;l iIjhi, and iioped by prayer to en- 
gage this ibr them. Note, All uurc .ncertiji ab >ut uurfbU'cs, ourramih'etf, 
and our ctlawx, it is our wiicJoni and duty by prayer to commit to God 
and ieavu the e*ire ol them wi.h iiim, Phil. iv. 6. i 
3. 'i'lie good luccefs of their doing fo, ver. 23. a-c befought our God by 
joint prayer, ,md lie was bitreatcd of us ; they had fume com ibr tab e aflu- 
rancL'in their own minds that dieir p-ayers were aiiiwe/cd, and tue event 
declared it, for never any that fcughl Gjd in earneil fought in vain. ■ 



24. «| Then I feparatcd twelve of the chief of the 
, *ieit.s, S here biah, liaihabiah, and ten of tJieir hre- 
thren with them, 26. And weighed unto them the 
fdver and the gold, and the veiiels, even the offering 
of the houle of God, which the king and his coun- 
cilors, and his lords, and all Iirael there prelent, 
had offered, 26. I even weighed unto their hands* 
iix hundred and fifty talents of iilver, and hi ver vei- 
iels an hundred talents, and of gold an hundred ta- 
lents: 27. Alio twenty bafpns of gold, of a thoufand 
drams, and two veiiels of fine copper, precious as 
gold. 28. And I laid unto them, Ye are holy, unto 
tlie LORD, the veflfels are holy alio, and the i-iiver 
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Jeruialeni, in the chambers of the houfe of the 
LOR 3.). '50. ,S<> took the priclts and the Levites 

the weight of the iilver, and the gold, and the 
veiiels, to" bring- them to Jeruialeni unto the houle 
of our God. 

t 

We have here an account of tlie particular care which Ezra took of the 
trcafurc he had with him that belonged to God's faur'f uary. Ob ferve, (I ,) 




ta faithful men, 2 Tim. it. 2. (1.) Having pr.iyed'to God to preferreal! 
the fubftance they had with them, he thews himfcU' elpecially folicitoui 
for that part of it v/bich belonged tQ the houfe nf Gbd,"antl was an orier- 
ing to him. Do we expeel G.:cl fhould by his providence keep that which 
belongs to us, let us by his grace keep that- which belongs to hiaii let 
God's honour and intereft be our care, ar.d then wc may expeel that our 
lives and Comforts will be his. 

Obfcrve, J. The perfon> fo whom he delivered the offerings of the houfe 
of God. Twelve chief pi icfts, and as many Lcvites, he appointed to this 
trufr, vcr. 24, 30. who wore bound by their office to take care of the things' 
of God, and were in a particular manner to have the benefit of thcie fa- 
cred treafures. Ezra tc\U them why he put thofe things into I heir hands 
ver. 28. \e are holy unto the Lord, the vrjfeh are holy alfa, and wiio lb tit to 
take care of holy tilings as holy pt-rlbns r Thofe that have the dignit/ 
and. honour of 'the priclthood, luuft takcahng with it the trull and du;/ 
ofit. "I'he prophet is foretelling the return of God's people and minifiers 
out of Babylon, when he- gives that folemn charge, (fa. hi. lie yt' clean, 
that bear the veffets of the J.ord. 

. 2. The great exactiitfs with which lie' lodged rfais ffcrt in ihcir hand^, 
be zveig hed them the JiCver, the gold, and the \veffih t ver. 25. becaufe he 
expected to have it fr.>m 'them again by weight. Jn all trufls, but efpe- 
cially facred ones, we ought to he punctual, and prelerve a right under- 
/landing on both fides. Jn Zerubbab.l's time the veiled were delivered 
by number, here by weight, that all might be forth coming, and it might 
eafily appear if any were milling j \o intimate, that fuch as are fm rutted 
with holy things, as all the ftcwaids of the myiferies of God are} are con- 
cerned to remember, both in r ^c^i Klhgl t l>ei r trui>, and in difcharging it, 
that they muft Ihortly give a very particular account of it, that they may 
t^e faithful to it, and io gfre.Uft'tficfr account with jo v. 
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;j. The charge he gave thorn with thefe treafuns, ver m 2;). watt?* wund 
k*ef them, that they be not lolt or embezzled or mingled wit!; ti.-c: other 
cnrri;igrs, krep them together, keep theju by themlrlws, k«ey th<m late, 
til! you %vrigh tltetii in the temple, before the great men th-re ; luTehy in* 
timatiug how much it was their concern to Uc careful ;imcI iairhul, u J 
uouM tic their honour to be found lb. Thus wlun St. Paul rli.irg^d Ti- 
lt rati ijr w ; th the gol|>cl tienlurr, he bids him k.-cp it until the a f> fearing of 
J*fu$ CArift, and hirs stppear'ng before him to g*ve account ot his trull, 
when hi? fidelity would bo hi* crown. 

:n. «J T hen we departed from the river of Aha va, on 
the twelfth day of the rirlt month, to go unto Jerufa- 
lem: and the hand of our God was upon us, and he de- 
livered us from the hand of the enemy, and of iuch as 
Jay in wait by the way. 32. And we came to Jerusa- 
lem, and abode there three days. 33. Now on the 
fourth day was the hlver and the gold, and the veflels 
weighed in the houfe of our- God, by the hand of Me- 
remoth, the fon of Uriah the prielt, and with him was 
Eleazar the ion of Phinehas, and with themwas Joza- 
bad the fon of Jeihua, and Noadiah the fon of Bimmi, 
Levites: 34. By number, and by weight of eve ry one: 
and all the weight was written at that time. 35. Alj'o 
the children of thofe that had been carried away 
which were come out of the captivity, offered burnt- 
offerings unto the God of Ifrael, twelve bullocks, for 
all Ifrael, ninety and iix rams, ieyenty and feven 
lambs, twelve he-goats for a fin offering ; ail this teas a 
burnt-offering unto the LORD. 3(5. 1( And thev de- 
livered the king's commillions unto the king's lieu- 
tenants, and to the governors on this tide the river, 
and they furthered the people, and the houfe of God. 

We now attend Kzra to Jerufalem, a journey of about four months in 
all, but his multitude made his marches How, and liia ttages Ihor.t : Now 
here we are to d, 

!. That his ("»od was good, and he owns it; the hard of our God wa< upon 
ui t to fpirit us for our undertaking, and to him they owed it, (1.) That they 
were preferved in theirjourney, and not all cut off, for there were enemies 
that laid vaitjbr them by the xeay to do them a inifchief, and, at leait, like 
Amalek to finite the hindmoft of them, but God protend them, tvr. 31. 
Even the common perils of journies, are fuch as oblige us to lanc'tily our 
going out with prayer, and our returns in peace with praife and thank'f- 
giving j much more ought God to be thus eyed in fuch a dangerous expe- 
dition asthis was. (2.; That they were brought in fafety to their journey's 
end, ver. 32. Let them that have ttedfaftly fet their faces towards the new 
Jerufalem proceed and perfevere to the end, till they appear btfore God in 
Z'wn % and they (hall find he that has begun the good work uciti perform it. 

1. That his treafures were faithful ; when they were coiue to Jerufalem 
they were impatient to be difcharged of their truft, and therefore applied 
themfelves to the great men of the temple, who received it from them, 
and gave them an acquittance in full, ver. 33, 34. It is a great cafe to 
one's mind to be difcharged from a truft ; and a great honour to one's 
name, to be able to make it appear that it hath been faithfully difcharged. 

3. That his companions were devout ; as f >on as they came to be near 
the altar, they thought themfelves obliged to offer facritice, whatever they 
had done in Babylon, ver. 35. that wil. be difpenfed with when we want 
opportunity, which when the door is opened again will be expected from 
\is. It is obferveable, (I.) That among their facririce* they had a fin-offer- 
ing : for it is the atonement that fweetens and fecures every mercy to us, 
which will not be truly comfortable, unlefs iniquity be taken az-'ay and our 



the Muabilcs, thv Kuyptinns, and the Amorites. 2. 
For liny July*; taken of Viieir daughters for them- 
f el res, and for Hieir Ions: lo that the holy feed have 
mingled ihemfelvcs wil h the people of fhojh lands: 
yen, tin* hand oft lie priintes and rulers have liceii chief 
inthistiv.ipaH, 3- An<l u heii I heard this thinjr, I rent 
my garment and my mantle, and pi ucked oft" the hair 
of my head and of my 1m ard, and iat down altoniihed. 
4. Then were aiiembled unto me everyone that trem- 
bled at the words of the God of Ifrael, becauieofthe 
tranfgretlioji of thole that had been earned away; 
and I iat altonied until the evening iacrifice. 

Ezra, like Barnuhns, when he came to Jerufalem nnd fate t he grace of 
Cod to his brethren there, no doubt was glad, and exhorted them edl that 
with purpafe of heart they would cleave to the. Lord, A<Ms x) 23. he law 
nothing amifs ; many corruptions lark out of the view of the rnoit vigilant 
rulers: but hero is a damp upon his joys; information is brought him that 
many of the people, yen and lumeof the rulers, had married wives out of 
heathen families, and joined themfelves in affinity with Itrangers. 

Obferve, 1 . What the Jin wn*5 that they were guilty of. It was mingling 
themfelves with the people of theft lat;d: 9 ver, 2. atl'ociaring with them botli , 
in trade and in conversion, making themfelves familiar with thenr, and to 
complete the a ftinhy, taking their daughters in marriages to their fonsj we 
arc willing to hope they did not worfh'p their gods, their captivity had 
uredrfem of their idolatry ; it is laid indeed they did aecerdi?:g to their 
ttfttdttmhttts} but that (faith Bilhop Patrick) here hgnifies only the imita- 
tion of the heathen in proinifcuous marriages with any nation whatfoevcrj 
which bydfgice* w.'.uld Irad them to idolatry again. Herein, (I.) They 

di (obeyed til-* e\prefscomtuMud uf Gud, which forbad all intimacy with the 
heathen, and paruouiariy in my uatunmial eontrafts, Z)eu/,viu3. (2. J 
They profaned the crown of their peculiarity, and fet themfelves upon a. 
level with tholV, above whom God had by lingular marks of his favour, 
of late as well as forna-ih, d. gin tied them. (3,) They diftrulted the power 
oi\God to protect and advance th<'m, and were led by carnal policy, hop- 
ing to flrengthen themfelves, and make an interelV among their neigh- 
bours by thefe alliances. A practical difbclief of God's all-fulHcicncy is 
at the bottom of all the furry Ih if ts we make to help ourfelves. (4.) 
They exp tied themfe ves, and nuK:h more their children, to the peril of 
idolatry, the very (in, ami intn.d.icid by this veiy way, that' had onc<; 
been the rum of their church and nation. 

2. Who were the perfons that were guilty of this J:nj not only fome of 
the unthinking people of Wr:v:\ that knew r.o better, but vnzny of 'the priefte 
and L>i<vite! y whole office it was to teach the law, a, id this law among the 
relt, and in whom, by realbn of their elevation above common Ifrnelites, 

greater crime, it was a diminution to the fons of that tribe to 



peace made with God. (2.) That the number of their offerings related 
to the number of the tribes, twelve bullocks, twelve he-goats, and rams 
ninety-fi*, eight times twelve. Hereby figni tying the union of the two 
kingdoms, according to what was foretold, ZScV*. xxxviL m SZ. They did 
net any longer go two tribes one way, and ten another, but all the twelve 
met by their renrefentatives at the fame altar. 

4. That even the enemies of the Jews became their friends, vailed to 
Ezra's commtffion, and inftead of hindering the peo/Ic of God furthered 
them, ver. 36, purely in complaifancc to the king; when he appeared mo- 
derate, they all coveted to appear fu too. Then had the churches reft. 
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jion t their enemies bad either their hearts turned, or at leajl their 
bands tied \ their neighbours ivere civil, and tite bear of no wars 
or rumours of wars; none to make them afraid\ all was zv'ell as 
could he, conjidering that they were few and poor, andfubjeels to a 
foreign prince : look at home, and we bear nothing of Baal, or 
AJbtorelb, or Moloch, trj images in groves, or golden calves, no nor 
Jo much as high-places, not only no idolatrous altars, but no fepa- 
rate ones, hut the temple duly refpecled, and the temple fervice care* 
fully kept up : and yet all loas not well neither, the purejl ages of 
the church have had fome corruptions, audit -will never be prej'ented 
without fpot or wrinkle, it is a glorious church, a church tri- 
umphant, Kph. v. 27; We have here, (1.) A complaint brought 
to Ezra of the many marriages that bad been made with jlrange 
wives, ver. 1, 2. (2.) The great troubles^ which be, ana others 
influenced by his example, were in upon this information, ver. 3, 
4. (3.) The f olemn confefjion which be made of this Jin to God 
•with godly forrow and Jbame, ver. 5—15. 

1 . "VTOW when thefe things v/ere done, t he priuces 

came to me laying, The people of Ifrael , and 
the prieiis, and the Levites have not ieparated them- 
lelvesfrom the people of the lands, doing according to 
their abominations, even of the C&naanites, the Plit- 
tites, the PerizziteSj the Jebuflfees, the Ammonites, 
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it was a greater 

match into any other tribe, and they, fcldom did, except into the royal 
tnbe, but tor them to match with heathens, vith Cananites, and Miuites, 
and I know not who, was fuch a dtiparagement as it* they had had any 
fenfe, though not of duty, yet of honour, one would think they Ihnuld 
nevei\liave been guilty of: yet this was not the worft neither j The hand of 
the princes and niters, who by their power Ihould have prevented or re- 
formed this high nufdemeanor, was chief in this trefpnfs. W princes be in a 
trefpals, they will be charged as chief in it, became ot" the influence their 
example will have upon others ; many will folio-.? their pernicious ways. 
But miferable is the cafe of that people whole leaders debauch them and 
caufc them to err. 

3. The information that was given of thi> to Ezra : it was given by the 
perfons that were tnoft proper to complain, the princes, thofe of them 
that had kepi their integrity, and with it their dignity? they cou)d"not 
have accufed others, if they themfelves had not been free from blame. It 
was given to the per Ion that had powvr to mend the matter, that as a 
ready fcribe in the lavs of Gi>d could argue with them, and as king's corri- 
millioner could awe litem. It is likely, tlicl'e prince* had often endea- 
voured to r«.dre& this grievance, and cou'd not. but now they apply 
themfelves to Kzra, hoping his wifdo-n, authority, and interelt, would 
prevail to do it. Thole that cannot of themfel vis refo.m public abull*?, 
may yet do good frrviee by giving information to th..le that can. 

♦1. The imprctlion this, tnade upon K/.'a, ver. 'A. He rent his deaths, 
plucked off his hitir, and fat down ajlumjbed. 'J bus he rxprvlleri the deep 
feuic he bad, ( 1.) Of the tlilhonoiir \w t:hy <1 'tie to G :d. It grieved him 
to the heart, to think, that a people cdK-d by hi> name, fhould fo grofaly 
violate his law. Ihould be f-» little bi-u. -tiled by his crrrertion, and make 
fuch ill returns f >r his lavours. Of tl.emi chii-f the peop-ehnd herc- 

hy dime to then del ves, ar.d the ih.uger tin y were in of tile wrath of God 
breaking out againti iN in. Not«*, t. Or hers Ji:>s tiiotild be our forrow, 
and the injury d ne Ly them to d's honour, and tlse fouls of men, is 
what we ihonld lay to heart. ('^.) S.«rro\v for tin mult be great forrow, 
fuch Kzra*s was, as for ax only fun or a fr/l^born. The fcandalous ftns 
of profelVors are wtiat we have reafon to be altoniilicd at. We may thmd 
amazed to fee nivn contradict, difparagt:, piejud'cc, ruiu themlclves. 
Strange, that men Ihould ;ict lb incoulidcralely, and fo tncontitlently with 
themfel ves, upright men are a/iain/bed .it it. 

5. The influence which Ezra's grief for this had upon others: wc may 
fuppofe he went up to the h:\ifc of the Lord, there to humble himfclf, because 
he had an eye to God in his gik-f, and that was the proj-t-r place of depre- 
cating his difpleafurc ; public notice was f on.ttiken ot it, and all the de- 
vout ferious people that were at hand, alfembled themfelves to him, it ihoulcf 
feem of their own accord, for nothing is laid of their being lent to, ver. A. 
Note, 1. It is the character of good people, that they tremble at Gods ward, 
they ttand in aweof the authority ot its precepts, and the leverity and jus- 
tice of its tbreatenings, and to them that do fo wilt God look, Ifa. Ixvi. A. 

2. They that tremble at the 'xortlof God, cannot but tremble at the Jim f 
men, by which the law of Gi d is broken, and his wrath and curfe incurred. 

3. The pious zeal of one againti tin, may perhaps provoke very many to 
the like, as the apnftle fpeaks in another . afe, 2 Cor. ix. 2. Many will 
-follow that have not conlideratn-n, conduct, and courage enough to lead 
in a good work. -\. Al! good people ongh* to ov\ n tht.le. that appearand 
actio the caufc of God again ft vice and \ rofanenefs, to ltan'd by them« 
and do what they can to ltreuglhcn tl.eir hands. 



■ 



5. *[[ And in the evening laeri fice; I arofe up froin my 
heavmeis, and having tent in y garment and my man- 
tle, I fell upon mv knees, and ipread out my hands 
unto the LOlll^ iny God. iS. And laid, O my God, I 
amalbaineda.audbluih to Li Tt up my face to thee, my 
God : for our iniquities are iuereaied over our bead, 
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Clin p. IX. 

; rn f i o 1 1 r 1 1 vi p a fn i s g r cnv n u p u » t o i h o h o = s veils . 7 . S i n i *e 
tin.- ua\A j/l oiu nalicrs have wc hevn \\\ a » irat t re f pa Is 
wiii'> this fUi\ , and Jor cur iniquities huve v.o, our 
kmi-v, (at it nur pnolK, hc*t*n delivered into file hand 
ol <.ie kii.es ot tiie lands, to the (\yonl, to cap! i- 
^ iu , atid h/uTpoi!, and to rnr.i'nlionof Jaci*, as it is this 
nuy. w. Ami tiou- for a Utile tpuee, fsi'uee hath been 
///need ihnii the LOlij) ourCuxt, to leave us a rem- 
"jiant toeieape, unci tojrive us a nail hi his holy place, 
that our God may lighten our eyes, and «*ive us a little 
reviving in our bondage. 5>. For we rrcrc bondmen, 
yet oar God hath not tor taken us in our bondage, but 
liul li ux'iendetl merry unto us in I he light of tlie kings 
of Peilia. to yive us a reviving- to Jet up the houleof 
our God, and to repair t lie deiblat ions thereof, and to 
<.ave us a Vail in Juriah and in Jeruialem. lo. And 
"now, O our God, what thall we iay after this ? for we 
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land, wit It the iil thine is of the people of the lands, with 
their abominafions, which have tilled it Irom one end 
to another, with their uncleannefs. 12. Now tharefore 
give not \ our daughters unto their Ions, neitheftake 
their daughters uiitoyour Ions, norieek their peace, 
or their wealth for ever: that ye may be ltrong, and 
eat tlicgoocl of the land, and leave it for an inhe- 
ritance to your children for ever. 1(>. And after all 
that is eonie upon us, for our evil deeds, and for 
our great tr< (pals, leeing that thou our God hafr pu- 
ni/hed .us lefs than our iniquities defirve, and halt 
Mi ven us j full deliverance as this: 14. Should we again 
break tliy commandments, andjoin in affinity with 
the people of thele abominations? wouldeti not thou 
be angry with us till thou halt confii inert nx, ib tliat 
there Jhou Id be no remnant nor elcaping ? 15. O 
LOli I) God of "Ifrael, thou art righteous, for we 
remain vet efeaped, as if i..< (his day: behold we are 
before thee in our trefpahes: for we cannot it and 
before thee, becaule of this. 

What tlie meditations of Ezra'a heart were, while for fdme hours he 
fat down :itionii)u , d > we may gueis by the words of his mouth* when at 
length he /pake with his tongue ; and a moli pathetical addrefs he here 
makes to heaven upon t) j is occaiion. Obfcrve, 

1. The time when he made this addrefsj at the cveuirig facrijiec, ver.5; 
Then (it is likely) devout people ufed to come into the courts of the temple, 
to grace theiulcnitiity of the facrifiee, and to offer up their own prayers 
to God in concurrence with it. In their hearing, Ezra chofe to make this 
confetfion, that they might be made duly fcntlblcof the fins of their peo- 
ple, which hitherto they had either not taken notice of, or had made light 
of. Prayer may preach* The facriiice, and efpeeialljjj the evening fa crihee, 
was a type of the great propitiation t that hlejfrd Lamb of God, who, the 
evening of the world, was to takeaway Jin hy thejacrijiee of hhnfclf, to which 
we may fuppufe Kara had an eye of faith in this penitential addrefs to 
God; he make*; cuufclhon with Ins hand, as it were, upon the head of 
that great faciiftce, through which ccv receive the atonement. Certainly 
Ezra was no ft.nngnr to the uietijgc which the angel Gabiiel had fome 
yiar* ago delivered to Daniel, at the lime of the evening facrifiee, and 

it were io explication of ir, concerning Mollml] the prince, Dan. 
21. and pcrhaj m hud regard to that in chuojjng ihN time* 

2. Ui> preparation lor this addrds. {!.) Me rofe up from his hexvhtefs, 
and Ib far Jhook oil the httrden of iii» grief, as wa.*necclfary to the lifting 
up of his hrari to God. 1 recovered hiiulelf from his aitoni lament, got 
the annul: oi'l:i-> trouhh-d I'piriLs fomewliat Hilled, and his fpirit conipofed 
for comtnunioM vv:th Vr d. <u.) Dc fel/u/wnhis lnees $ put himfelf into the 
pofttiu: of a penitent humbling huiif< If, and a petitioner fuingfor mercy, 
and in both rc pre fen ting the pu.plc for whom lie was now an intercelfor. 
(3.) Hvjpn\;d ot:t his hand*, as one 1 atl-jcled with what he was going to fay, 
offering it no tin to God, waiting and reaching out, as it were, with an 
earneft expectation, t<i receive :i gt anions anfwer. And in this he had an 
eye to God, as the Lord and his God, a God of power, but a God ol grace. 

3. The addrefs itfelf. It is not properly to he called a prayer, for (here 




penitent eonfelhon of Jin, not Irs own, trom a con (cience burdened with its 
own gadt, and apprehentive of his own danger, but the fin of his people, 
from a gracious concern for the honour of God, and the welfare of Ifraeh 
Here is a lively picture of ingenuous repentance- Obfcrve in this addrefs, 

1. The eonfelhon he makes of the fin, and the aggravation of it which 
lie iniifls upon, to affect his own heart, and theirs that joined with him with 
holy forrow and fhameund fear, in the conliderarion of It, that they might 
be deeply humbled for it. And it is obfervable, though he himfelf were 
wholly clear from this guilt, yet he puts himfelf into the number of the 
iinners, becaufe he was a member of the lame community, ourjinr, and 
our trefpafs. Perhaps he now remembered it a gain It himfelf, as his fault 
that he had ftaid fo long after his brethren in Babylon, and had not fepa- 
rated himfelf fo lion as ho might have done from the people of thofe lands. 
W hen we lamentr/ig tlie wh kcdnels of the wicked, it may be if we 
duly reflect upon ourlVlves, and give our own hearts. leave to deal faitb- 
tnl'y with us, we may find fomethmg of the lame nature, though in a 
l.>wer degree, thai w« alio have been guilty of. However he ipeaks that 
which was or fliouW have been iIjc general complaint* 

(1.) He owns their fins to liave been very great, our.imquities areincreafed 
oyer out heath , ver. 0. we are ready to perifli in them as in deep waters : ib 
grneral, was the prevalejicy of them, fo violent the pdwer of them, and fo 
nireatening were they of the nioft pernicious confequences. ; t Iniquity is 
grown up to that height among us that it reaches 'to the heavens, fo very 
impudcot'that it dares heaven, fo very provoking, that, like the firt of 
Su4oni> it cries to heaven for veoucancc. 'But let'this be the comfort of 
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true penitents, that though their fins reach to the heavens, God's mercy 
is hi the Aicvmt 9 Pfalm xxxvLS. Where fin ahomuls, grace tvill much more 

abound. , • 

(2.) Their fin had been l"-ng perlifted in, w. 7 \Jime tin i dayt of mr fa- 
thers hare vjc been hi a treat trejpafs. The example of thole that were gone 
before them, he thouglitlb far from excuiing their fnult, that it aggravated 
it; we fhotiM take warning not to lrumble at the fame ttone. Tile cor- 
ruptiau is fu much tlie worle, that ir has taken thep root, and begins to 
ph ud prefer:; li^ii, but by riiis means. w« have realbu to fear the meafure 

of the i-iiquwv near full. 

(;;.) The **reat and lore judgments which God had brought upon them 
for thi-ir fin^, did very inueh'a^ avate iheni. for our iniquitiet have 
beer delivered fj the fivord and to eapth ih;, ver. 7- nr. d yet not reformed, 
yet not reclaimed; braved in the mortar, and yet ihtfW/y not gone* Prov. 
xxvi. 22, correded bur nor reclaimed. 

(4.) The late mercies God had bellowed upon tlum did likewiie very 
much aggravate their Jins, This he infiits largely upon, ver. S f Q* Obfervc, 
(K) The time of mercy, ncivfvr a little [pact, i.,e. It is but a iitjle while 
fince wc had our Itberiy, and it is not likely to continue long. This greatly 
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to God, and to his gra'cu, his free grace without any mtsrit of theirs. (3.) 
The fl renins of inprcy. Tliuy w'Qx^mtjurJuhtn.tn th/ir lie: J /^ t ',. bm even u» 
Babylon hail the tokens of God's p:efence, that they were a remnant ot 
liraclites left, a few out of many, and thof« narrowly elcaped out of tht 
hands of their enemies ; hy the- favour of the king* of Persia : but ofjie- 
cially th:it ihey had a vail iu h'n holy* place % i e. (ant it is explained, <ver. fl,) 
that they had let up the Jwufcof God." They had their religion fettled, and 
the fervi« : e«t"llie temple in :< ronltant method. We pre ro reckon it a 
great comI««rt and advantage, to have t'.ated npporutuitics of wwrlhfpping 
God. Hlt-ff/tl are t/h \ that thvcllin Cod's houfc, likn Anna that depu ted not 
from the temple; this U *v reft for e-j;r, fai:h the gra pious fuuK (4.*) 
The ofledls of all this. It enlightened their-eyes, and' it revived tlieir 
hearts. /. c. was ver'v comfortable to ih-.m, and the more fenhbly lo, be- 
caufe it was in their bondage, it was life from the dead to them ; though 
but a little reviving, it w.-ih a great favour confidermg that they deferved 
none, and the day of fmall things was an carnell of greater, Now (fahh 
fexr.il how ungrateful are wc to o'ilVnd a Uod that has been fo kind to usf 
h.»w dilingeuuuus to minglu ourfelvcs in fin with thofe nations from 
whnm we have been in wonderful mercy delivered j how unwife to espofe 
ourfelvcs to G.-d's dilpleafure when wc are tried with the returns ot hii 
favour, and are upon our good behaviour for the continuance of it. 

(S.) It w a* a great aggravation of th« liu tiut it was ngainfV an exprefa 
command. Il'<: have foifiksn thy commandments, ver 10. Tt feems to have s 
been an ancient law of the houfe of Jacob, not to match with the fami- 
lies of the unci rcumcifed, Gen. sxxiv. J4. But belides that, God had 
ft.i&ly forbidden it. He recites the command, ver. 11, 12.. for then .fin 
appears fin, appears exceeding fiiiful, when we compare it with the law 
which is brokeu hy it; nothing could be more exprefs, give not your (laugh* 
ters to their Jons, nor take their daughters Co your f on s. ■ The reafon given is, 
becaule if they mingled with thofe nations, they would pollute them icf yes ; 
it is an unclean land, and you are a holy people ; but if they kept triem- 
felves diftincl from them, it would be their honour and fatcty t and. the 
perpetuating of their profperity. Now to viojatc a. command. exprel*, 
backed. with fuch reafons, and a fundamental Jaw of their, cotiftiiution, 
was very provoking to. the God of heaven. . , - { : b::;: 

0.) That in the judgments, by which they had already fmarted for. their 
/ins, God had punt/bed .them left .than their mtqiutui .defayed, fo that he 
looked upon them to be ftillindebt upon- the. ojd 0 i ceo unt, what? and yet 
flialt wc run upon a new fcore ? Has. God dealt ib gently with us hi cor- 
recltug us, and fliall we thus abufe his favour, and turn. his grace .into 
wantonnefs > God in his grace and mercy had faid concerning Sion 's cap- 
tivity (be hath received of the Lords hand double for all her ji us, I fa. xl. 2. 
butK/.ra, in a penitential fenfe of the great malignity that was ir i their fir,, 
though the pimHhment was very great, owns it lefs than they deferred. 

2. The devout nffi*aions tlrat were working in him, in making this con- 

fellion. Speaking of fin, ' . . 

(1 ) He iVeaks as one much alhanicd. With (his he begins, ver. 6. O 
mvGod, lamofb.med t and blufv, 0 my God, ( fo . the words are placed) to 

lift uf> »«v fMx ttul* tiuv. Note, i. Sin is a fliameful thing; as foon as ever 

our lirltnarents had eaten forbidden fruit, they were alhamcd of them lulves. 
2 Holv lhame is as necelTary an ingredient in true and ingenuous repent- 
ance a; holy f. rrow. 3. Othe.s fins ihould be our Jliame, and we-fliQiiM 
bluth for thole that do not blufli for themfelves ; w may well be afliamed. 
that we are any thing akin to thofe who are fo ungraieiul to God, and un- 
wife for themfelves. 'J'his is charing onrf lw, 2 tor. yu. II 4. Peni- 
tent linnets never fee fo muchrcaf m to blufli and be alhamed, as when 
they come to lift up their face: before God. A natural «.-nfe o! our own ho- 
nour which we have iniured, will make us alhamcd when we have done 
an ill thing to look men in the lace, but a gracmui concern for God s 
honour will make us much more afliamed to jouk him in the face, lhe 
publican when he went to the tempje to pray, hung down his head more 
ban ever, as one afhamed, Luke xviu. 13. 5. An eye to God as our Cod. 
will be of great ufe to us iu the .exercife ol rcpen ance. Ezra begins, O 
my God, and again in the fame breath, up God. Ihccnnfidcrauon of our 
covenant relation to God as ours, will help to humble us and break our 
hearts for fin, that we fimuld violate both his precepts to us, and our pro- 
mifes to him : it will ulfo encourage us to hope for pardon upon repeat- 
ance. He is my God for all this, and every tranlgreihon m the covenant 
doth not throw us out of covenant. 

. (2.) He ipeaks as one much amazed, w, 10., What Jball wc fay after 
this ? Fur my part I know not what to lay : it God do not help us. we are 
undone. The difcoverics of guilt arc amazing, the more we think of fin, 
the worfc it looks ; the diflwulty of the cafe is cmazmg, hovv fliall were- 
cover ourfelvcs r which way ilia 11 we make our peace with God ? (1 ) 
The true penitentsaceat a l.,f, what to fay: ihall we lav we X^no.funed 
or that God^ill w* retire it F If we do, «v; Jeme ourfelnvs, and the truth 
is not in a*. Shall we lay, have, panencewith u,, and wo will pay Ihee-all, 
with thoafrnh t/r.«/«, or ourjir/l barn, for our t ntfgr&a* ? God wd n;,t 
thus be mocked, he knows we are inlolvent. Shall «e h-y, there una htpc. 
and let come on us what That is but to make j.l work, (a.) I mo 

penitents will eonfider what to fay, eud Ihonld. ^ ^'a, b -g of .God to 
teach them ; what thall we fay r fay nave U.,nM ; have done foiiihly ; 
God be merciful to toe a .iinnn. and ;lhe. like. • avC Ibf. *tv* 2. ■ • 

(3.) 'He fneaks-as one much afraid; 13, |.». ; After M the judg- 
ments that arc come upon Us, to reclaim us from fin, «■>**» die deljw- 
anees thac have been' wrought- ror.t}>s to e.ngnge u* to God and duty/ ijiWC 
mould again break. Gqd's ooHian^dmeuts. hy jommg in affinity: with. the 
children V diiobeditnee ar^ lea^g their ways, what elie could we ox- 
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pcfl:, but that Ciocl tfrouU) be *wgry with us till he had tonfutwd u > % aiu! t lirrc 
ihcmld not be lb much a* a remnant left, nor any to d'eupe ihe cU Itii.it inn. 
There i* not a lurcror (;M!<l^rprelVi^ofnvntoyny | tmple, tl n. nwitiinp; 
to Gu, it) the (lime fins aiyain. at\cr great juilgmc^ is .mil ;;>r .t\ lun.mirs 
They tluii will be- wrought n/Jii neither by iht: tjttu nor by ihr < t h l r, ,;ic 
tic to rejufit-dj Us reprobate fit ver, for the fouw&r uwluth in i\iin. 

{*\.\ He Iju-iik^ as caio uu:<*h aHnnnl of r!i«; ri^htooufiiefs «:f 0< rl, ;*u<l rc- 
f »Weti i > acf|uirlVc m lh;H , :%nd t«» knve\\u' nvAwa with Mm r \\\.oSV}\ii\ - 
ment is mTotdh/g to truth* ver. thou <irt ngh /.•■ //», wflb, ntuljufij ami 
go-id, that wilt neither do us wrong, nor be bard upon -ind ihcrcnrj: 
behold an b<jors thee* wt: lie ;U thy led waiting our doom, atttuat 
ft ami bi fvrc tU« f intUVmg n r »«m awy rig^w mlntf* i>V om www, Ivaviwj 
plea to fnpport or brin^ ha olV, and therefore \vnfilldo\cn bef-rc tint*, " 
i/i t;;/r ireffntfu and call oiiifrlye.s on tijy met cy, r/n unto us zv/iahver ftoncth 
good ufiti) thtv f Judges 15. Wo have nothing to lay, nothing to do« 

by his grief bduru Cod, and then luave it with him. 

* 

C II A P- X. 

In this chapter ioc have that grievance redrrffed, which ~Joas complained 
of and lamented in the foregoing chapter. Obferve, \ l«) How the 
people a hearts were prepared for the redrefs of »/» by their deep hu- 
miliation for the Jin, ver. 1. (2.) How it was propofed to Ear a 
by Sbechaniah, ver. 2 — 4. (3.) How the propofal -was put in ex- 
ecution. ( \ . J The great men were JHbqm to Jland to it 1 vet. 5. (2.) 



There U c now IiVaM Las fuel) n prudent, pious, zealous governor . * 
J'Zi'a, to ui.uiv^iMli s allafr. N**to t !« In melancholy lim^s \\e mull ,c- 
aud obfe. w ivhaf makes t<)f ns« as vvtdl as what makes again It us. 2 
'I'hrn* i» iy h,- i^oirti hnpc^ ihvnus* 1 ! twc*N tevvn VvHrn iltcir is the t«- fu oV 
giLMtgttih Uvt\*r * Got), Where- i-* lecn nnJ tammiicd* .nid fZ ml flops 
rnken tuUMrtU ;\ rr f . *n ^ f-v*:t i tinner* ought to In; enroura 4] 

Kv<*u givat limt- m-.lt ihan-J^l y u c- ivc ^albnah!" mfcl a d com fort 
fnvii i\u>fr i' - \ ' 1 ■ .pti..S r nv!t\ as M/aa W -m &u« ch;?uiah. 

M^aiiviil-;!), i.,.n a f rc.U .n>'i clil*L:tii;d c^'iMV :hnft*<l bo takrn for the 
divorcing o( b t he l\r* igc w:vf>. The* cafe is plain, what ha> htu 1 doncamM;, 
tnufi be undone again ;is far a.i p^lliblj ; nothing; lefs cIkiii tl ■ si r is true r«- 
) in>iancer t-ttt v\v ^1^,^ ,;// i!tc. ui^r;, and / /r y * at an* frora of thcm t ver, 3* 
tiara, though his knew this w^s the only way of redrel!ing th« grievance, 
yci perhaps did n:it tlrnk ir l«aiihlo, and defpatrcd of ever bringing the 
p*'ple to it, whieh put hhii into that cnnfufinn that we Wt him in, in tlie 
foregoing chapter; but Nhcebnmah, who converted wo\e with tlic poople 
than he d:d t allured him the thing wo* prnflicable, .if iJn=y went wifely u> 
work. Ah to us now, it is certain tin mult be put away, a bill of divorce 
mult be given in, with a refutation never to have any thing more to do with 
it, etfe x>i> pardon, no peace; though it be dear as the wife of thy bofoin, 
na)', as a right eye, or a right hand j what has* been uiyultiy got, cannot 
be juft!9 ke;'t, but mnft be reft^rcd ; but as to the cafe of being unequally 
yokcdivith utthcliwcrs. Shechaniah!s couniel, which he was then fo c lear in, 
\\\\\ mn bn\d now } umrro^es it is certain are t\ufu!> and ought, not 



to be made, but they an; not nnil, quod fieri non dsbmtfattrnt va!rt f our ruh* 
ir thcgfifpel is, J Gar* v'\. 12. ID. "i/j* brother has a wife that ftellfvcth 
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Ezra appeared jirjl m it, , ver. 6. _ (3.) A general ajjembly was t ; on> an i, )ews . lhein not • lIy th:it it mull bc 
^z//^/, ver. 7—9- (4.) fhey all m compliance with hsra s ex.- f Ezra,, an^ill tho/c ibiit were pi-clrni iu ihi.s alV,: 
bortation agreed to the reformation, ver. 10 — 14. (5-J Comnt'f- jhn; this Am ft be dune; pa In a vote imtnediais- 



jioners ioere af>f>ah;tcJ to Jit, dc in <Uem, enrj'.tire -jcb<> hoA 
married Jlrangt wives, find to oblige them to put them aiOtiy, which 

is done accordingly, ver. l i — \7- and « Hjl of the navies of thnfe 
that were found guilty g'rven in t ver. in — «J4. 

1. "T^TOW.wIien Ezra had prayed, and when lie 
jL^I hud eonieiledj weeping and caliinsr liiinflii' 

down before the ln>iil*e oi God, tnerc uui.niMed unto 
him out ot'Iftael, a yery great congregation ofujen, 
and -women, and children: for tlie people wept vt»ry 
fore. -2. And Shechaniah the (on of Jehivi» onr oV 
the ibnri of Ejam, anlwc-red and fa id unto Ezra, We 
Jiave trei'palfed agaiafbi our- God, and have taken 
ft range wivrs, of the people of the laud : yet now there 
is hope in Iirael concerning this tJiin^. s. Now there- 
tore let lis make a covenant with our God, to put away 
all the wives, and fuehasare born of them, according 
to the counfel of my lord, and of t hole that tremble at 
the commandment of our God, and let it be clone ac- 
cording to the law, 4. Arile: for this matter bclongctli 
unto thee; we alibied 6c with thee: be ofgood cou- 
rage, and do it* 5. Then arole Ezra, and niade the chief 
priefts, the Levi tes, and all Iirael to {wear that they 
Jhould do according to this word : and they fware. 

\ 

We are told, . : . 

t. What good imp'reffions were ma<le upon tlie pcai'lt }vf Hzrx'-i humi- 
liation and con fen'mn of fin- »o fooncr. wis it noifoi.hj the city, t),.»t 
their new governor whom they had joy in, :w3s himfell" in grief, and to fo 
great a degree for them and their (in, -hut prcfcntly there cJJimUed to Aim 
atirji great £6t\vregalicn t to wh.;t the matter was, and lo utin^ic their 
icars with his. Sir. 1- Our weepingi for other people'^ hns to.iy pvrhaps 
fetthem a weeping for then* thernfelves, who otherwife would have con- 
tinued fcdlelcfs and remorCcie&. See what •> happy iulluence the good 
examples of great ones may have vmon their tn '.ci una. \Vdon E/.ia.a fcn'Ue* 
a fcholar, a man in anthoriiy under iht: kins, fo-lMiflioi^tely htmeiued the 
public corruptions, they concluded they were imieid very grievous, elfe 
he would not thus have grieved for (hem* and tins drew tears from every 
eye; men, tinmen, and ch\lHren % wpl vtry/urc % when h« went ll>«*»- 

2. What a good motion Sheuhaniah made upon this occafion. 7 he plaoe 
was Booh im, a place, of weepers j but, for s»«gbt appears, theie was a 
profound filence among them, as among Job's friend*, who f pate not a 
word to him, bfuuife tiny fuis that hit griff wai very grtat, till Sliecauiab 
(one of Ezra's companions from Babylon, chap. viii. 3- — 0.) fiuod up and 
made a fpeeeh addreHed to Kzra, in which, . 

I. He owns the national guilt, fums fl H l'-2 ra *s confeUhui trnqne word, 
and lets to hi* feat, that it was tvue, hw: trtjpajfcd ag^njlour Cjad* and 
ha vc taken J* range vives, ver . 2 . The mat i er i .< i oo p I a i » lo be d cn » »'d , and 
too bad to be exeufed. It doth not appear that Shecbaniah was himfelf 
culpable in this matter, if he had had the beam in hij own eye, /ic could 
not have fecn Co clearly to pluck it out of his brother's eye ; but his father 
was guilty, and divers of life father's houfe, as appears, vcr.'jd. and there- 
fore he reckons himfelf among the trefpaflers; nor doth he feek to excufe 
or palliate tlie im, though fome vf his own relations were guilty of U,.- but, 
in the eaule of God, faith to h'ti father, l-havt. not Mnciun him , as. Levi* 
Pint, xxxiii- 9. Perhaps the ftrange wife that his father had married, had 
been an unjnl* unkind ftcp-mother to htm, and had made mifcliief in the 
family, and he fuppnfed others had done the like, which- njade htm the 
more forward to appear again d this corruption, and if fa. it was not the 
only time that private refemments have been over-ruled by the providence 
of. God to fcrve the public good. 

2. He encouragelh himfelf, and others, to hope, that though the matter 
was bad, it might be amended, yet no'^ there i> hope in Jfrad (where «Uo 
fliould we hope but in Ifrael ! they that are Grangers to that commonwealth, 
are (aid to have r.o hope, Epln ii. 12.) even concerning this thing. The cafe 
is fad, but it is not defperate ; the difeafe threatening, but not incurable. 
There is hope that the people muy be ieformcd, the guilty reclaimed, a 
itop put to the lprcndtng ol the contagion, and to the judgments whicl> 



i go'id mind, Ivt us bind ouiII-Ivls by a lo.einn vow and covenant, that we 
.vill do it, Is'lt, when the ,,rsU'tit i.uprelit.,ns ate worn oA\ the thing be 
• i\ \ini\ontr. Let u-c-.vtm.'n; ».<>• u:\\y ;h.u, it we have ft range wives our - 
elves, we will put iliimi itw.:y, hut thai if we have not, v*e will do what 



not, andjhe In pit-aft to dwell 'litAAitu, Li him nal put her axax. 

i. l ie pwH thtni im»> a good mvthod fov t >e eftec . n^ f>t th s tefonna- 

done, bin how. (1.) L«t 
u»b y, ag'-ee in a rcfolutiou 
ly to th'i puipofc. it will 
now \n\($K,r»titic ciriir.ttiirevlr. that \\ \\v\y be fa dtobv d .ue jcctM gtot/,c 
coutifel oj\y lord , tin: i r^fivli pi of the .iJfemb'y. wi;h the unanimous con- 
currence oV t hole that tirrn-i,' Ji i'.e cjhiw mdmcnt four f/.v/, which is the 
dclcripcion ol'th^ilv' C 'al »: gathers d loiiitn, ^i.:p. ix. 1. Declare it to 
W me fenVu t>\\\\\ \\w \ -hi-.Y v'cr.om pe.'.Ae :mwm; which cannot but have 
a great fwav among llraelii s r {'!.) Lu the command of God in this nituV*- 
ter, which 'Kzr.i had recited in his prayer, belaid before the people, arid 
let them fee dial it ii done n.-ording to the la-.j ; we have that to warrant 
\>!>, nay, that binds us 10 wb.u wcUo ; it is it"t anaddiunn of our own to 
the d. vine law, but ihe n-.-cedaiy executiou of n. W'hjJe we are in 

a go'id mind, Ivt us bind ouiII-Ivls by a folesun vow and covenant, that we 
wi 
V 

we can in our places to oblige them to put away theirs. (4.) I el Ezra 
himfelf prefidc in tills matter, who is authorized hy the Utile's commiUiou^ 
\\t nqniiu wbei\ier the law >A God '.va^ du'y obterved »n Judah and Jctu- 
f.ilem, clup, vii. 14. and let in all r^folve to f;.'nd by him in it, ver. .j. 
Arifi, bc vfgojd uourtsge. Wee, iag \n itlis c.Ie is goud, but iciorniing is 
better. S^r w!»at (?<jj laid t • .lolhua u\ a like ca!e, .Kfj. vif . jo, 1 1. 

^. Wba\ good Tefo\uti»n vbey c-<n»; to up.iu ibta good molioo, ver. 0. 
They not oidy agreed that it jhould be done, but bound themlehcs with 
an o;tth that they would do according to his word. Fait bind, fail iind. 

0. ^ Then Ezra role up from before tlie bottle of 
God, and went into tlie chamber of Juhaimn the ion 
of'Kliaihib: ami when he came thither, he did cat no 
bread, nor drink water: for he mourned becauie of 
the tranigrellion of them that had been carried away. 
7. and they made proclamation throughout Judea 
a'nd Jerulalem, unto all the children of the captivity, 
thatthev ihouid irathei* themlelves together unto Je- 
rufalem: H. Au<l that wh<jloever would not come 
within three days atu ordin^ to tlie .counfel of the 
princes and tlie chirrs, ail his jublhmce fhould be for- 
feited, and himlclf fepa rated from the congregation of 
thofe thiit had been carried away. Then all the 

menofJuihih and Benjaniia, ^atheretl t hemlelves to- 
gether unto Jerufaiciu witliin three days : it was the 

and al 
trembl 

10. Av&\ Vs/sw lt\e pyu It l;otnl and laid unto them, 
Ye have Iranigreiled, and have taken it range wives 
to eiicreale the trefpafs of Iirael. } J . Now therefore 

inakecoufertiou unto the LOUD GodotVourihthers, 
and do his pleai'ure: and le pn rate your! eivos fro in the 

people of the land, and from the 1 trance wives. 12. 
Then" atl the c.oni;*re»ationaul'wcred ? and (aid with a 



mont\^, and \he \\vei»tie\h dajj of the month, 
! the people lat in the lireet of the houfe of.God, 
>1 i n«v heca ul c of//? av '.natter, am I fo r I he great ra i n . 



the fin deferves may be preven ted , a tuf all wi 1 1 be wel 1 . Abe? there is hope ; 
now the dji^aic is di (covered, it is half cored. Now the alarm is taken, 
Ihe pcopte begin to be fenfible of the nnfchi«f« and to lament it, a foint 
of repentance feems to be poured out upon them, and they are all thus 
h ambling thernfelves belore God Tor it, now there is hope, that God will 
forgive and have mercy. The valley of Achor t \- e. of* trouble, is the door 
of hope, Hc-f. ii. 15. for the fin that really troubles us Ihall not ruin us. 
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loud voire, As thou hah, fo m ult we do. 13. Bui the 
people' are many, 'and it jst : \i time of much rain, and 
we are not ahle to Hand without, neither h lids a work 
of one day or two : for we arc many that have trauf- 
greyed in this thing. 14. Let now our riders of all 
the coh.iri'egatiou hand, and let all tliem which have 
taken grange wives in our cities, come at appointed 
times, and with them the elders of every city, and 
the judges thereof, until Ihe fierce wrath of our God 
for this matter be turned from us. 

We have here an account of the proceedings upon the rcfolutions lately 
taken up concerning the tfcian^c wives • c.o lir»« w;w loft ; they {truck when 
the iron was hot, and Toon f«i il>f: wheel* of relorinatiou p-going. . - - ' 

1. Ezra went to the council chamber, where it is probable the priefts 
nfed to ment up #n public butinefs. And till he come thHker, (fo Bifhop 
.Patrick thinks it (huuld he read) till he law fhtuetlung done, and more, 
likely to be done for the redref> of this grievance, he did neither cat nor 
drink, but continued mourning. Sorrow for lin fhould be abiding forrow • 
be fure let it continue till the (in k put away. 

2. He Cent ucdecs to all the children of the 'captivity to attend him at 

J«rufaicm 



Chap. X. 



EZRA. 



Chap. X- 



Jerufalem within fierce d&vs 9 w# ? 9 8. and being autliorifed by the king to 
eivt'.rcc liis nrdl*r>, with penalties annexed, chafi.vli. %S; he threauaied, 
thai whnfoever retiifed to obty thefe fummons thould forfeit his cttate, 
ami b* out-lawed. He that would noi attend on this religions account, his 
doom thould be, thai hi* fuhltance Should, in his (lead, be ever after ap- 
propriated to the iVrvice of their religion, and he hiinfclf, lor his con- 
tenvpt, llum d f»»r crvrr after he excluded from the honours and privileges 
til' their religion j that iu* IhouHl 1st* excommunicated. 

ft. \V it li in Hie time limited the gene* ali i y of the people met nt Jerufa- 
le*m, and mud* their appearance in the ft nut of the liottfc of God 9 ver. p. J 
Tuey that had u.i z. a ; tor t lie work they were called to, nay, perhaps had 
ii diihke to it, bring thctufe'vts delinquents, yet paid fuch deference to 
V.7a\\ \ authority, and were lb awed by the penalty that theydurft not (lay 
away. 

4. God gave them a token of hi* difpleafure, in the greatrain that hap- 
pened ai that time, wr, j) and n gain z*er. 13. which perhaps kept fome 
away, however it w.n grievous to them that met in the open itreet, when 
they wept, the Iwavrns went t*io, fignifying that though God was angry 
<vii'h them tor ihe.r fici. y» -t he was well pleated with their repentance, and 
•(a* it is fiid, Judge* x. id.) hit foul was grieved [for the mtfery of Ifrael \ and 
it'wa<* alio an indication of the good fruits of their repentance, tor the rain 
make* the earth fruitful. 

5. Ezra gjve the charge at this great office, told them upon what ac- 
count he called them together n«/w, becaufe he found, that li nee their re- 
turn out of ctptivity they had increajed the trefpafs of Ifrad by marrying 
ftrangr wives, added to their former fins this new tranfgreflion, which 
would certainly be a moans of inuoducing idolatry again, the vety fin they 
had fmarted for, and which he hoped they had been cured of in theircap- 
tivity. And he called them together, that they might covfefajicir Jinto 
God % and having done that, might declare them felves ready apd willing 
to do h'H pi afure, as it fltoird he maile them, wlrch all thcjfe will do 
that truly repent of what they had done to incur his difpleafurev and par- 
ticularly that they might lepanite thenifclves from ail idolaters*cfpecially 
idolatrous wives, tvr. 10. II- On thefe he-ads, we may fuppofe, he en- 
Jarred, and probably made fuch another cou eiiion of the lin now, as he 
jyid made, ehafi.x\. which he enquired them to fay Amen to. 

■* 0. V he \ fopie fu> nnitted thenifclves not only t-> Ezra's jur.fdi£t«on in 
general, bu to his ?nqui(uion a id d« termination in this matter. AttAou 
haft faid f fo muftive do vcr. 12. We have tinned in mingling on lie Ives 
with the hea « ben, and have then by endangered not only our being eoi- 
runted by them, f »r we aie frail, but our being I 11 among them, tor we 
ate tew, and therefore we arc- convinced there; is an abfolutcf neceflity of 
our Separating front them again ; then there is hope of people, when 
they are convinced not on'y that it is good to part with their fins, but 
thai it is uidilpcnlaMy m'ceifa'y, we mult do it, or we are undone. 

7. It was n greed, that this affair ihould be carried on not in a popular 
aiYembly. nor that they Ihould think to go through with it all on a fud- 
den, but that a court of delegates ihould heapjointed to receive com- 
plaints, and to hear and detenu nc upon them. It could not be done at 
tins time, lor it was not pur into amethod, nor could thepeople Handout 
becaufe of the rain j the delinquents were many, and it would require 
time to dif over and examine them. Nice cafes would arife, which could 
not be adjudged without debate and deliberation ver. 13. And therefore 
let the croud be di (milled, and the rulers lland to receive informations; 
let them proceed city by city, and let the offenders be convi<fled before 
them in the prefence of the judges and elders of their own city, and let 
them be intrufted to fee the orders executed ; thus take time, and we. Jball 
havedvnt the fooncr ; whereas if we do it in a hurry we fliall do it by die 
halves, wr. 14. And in this method a thorough reformation he made, 
the fierce wrath of God will be turned from us, which we are fenfible is ready 
to break forth againft us for this tranfgreffion. 

Ezra was willing that his zeal fhould be guided by the people's pru- 
dence, and put the matter into this method :*and is not afliamed to own 
that the advice came from them, no more than he was to comply with it. 

15. Only Jonathan the Ton of Afahel, and Ja- 
haziah the ion of Tikvah, were employed about 
this matter: anrl Mdluiiiani, and Shahbcthai the 
Levitt* helped them. M>. Ami ihe dhiklrcn of the 
captivity flirl fo: and Kzni the prittft, rcith certain 
chiefs ni T the far hers, afier the hoiHc of their fathers, 
and all of I ru-m hy ///.•/;• names wen 1 fepa rated, and 
fat down in Mie lii ii day of the tenth month to exa- 
mine Hit! nsaUfr. 17. And they made an end \vith 
all tile nun thai had taken li range wives, by the 
iirti day of the «h'it month. IS. ^| And among the 
lotis of the prie.fls Uiere \n.re found that had taken 
If range wives: munch/, of the tons of Jeihua the foil 
of Jozadak, and Jiis brethren: iMaafeiah, and Eli- 
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czer, and Jaril), imd Getialiah. 19. And they gave 
their hands, that they would put away their wives; 
and being guilty, they o[/'errd a rain of the flock for 
I heir trefpafs. -20. Ami of the Ions of I miner ; Jia- 
nani and Zebadiah. 2).. And of the ions of Ha- 
rim: Maafeiah, aiui Elijah, and Shemaiah, and Je- 
luel, and ( T zxiuh. -22. And of the fons of Fatliur ; 
Eliamai, Maafeiah, Illunael, Net ha nee I, Jozabad, 
and Elalah. US. Alio of the Levites ; Jozabad, and 
Sliimei, andKelaiah, (the lame /* Kelita), Pethah- 



iah, Judah, and Eliezer. 24. Of the fingers alfo; 
EliaHiib: and of the porters ; Shallum, and Teiem, 
and Uri. 25. Moreover, of Ilrael: of the Ions of 
Paroth ; llamiah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and 
JMiamin, and Eleazar, and Malehijah. and Bena- 
iah. 20. And of the Ions of Elam ; Mattaniah, Ze- 
chariali, and Jehiel, and Abdi, and Jeremoth, and 
El iah. 27. And of the ions of Zattu ; JGIioenai, 
Eiiafliib, jMattaniah, and Jeremoth, ami Zabad, 
and Aziza. 28. Of the tons alio of Bebai ; Jeho- 
hanan, Ilananiah, Zabbai, and Atblai. 29. And of 
the Ions of Bani ; Melhullam, jMalluch, and Ada- 
iah, ,faihub, and S heal, and ltaniotii. no. And of 
the Ions of Pahath-moab ; Adna, and CheJal, Be- 
naiah, Maaleiah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and Bin- 
nui, and Manaiieh. tfl .And of the fons of II a rim ; , 
Eliezer, Ifhijah, jNIalchiah, Sheniaiah, Shimeon. 
32. Benjamin, Malloch, and Shemariah. 3.3. Of the 
Ions of Haihuin ; Mattenai, Mattathar, Zabad, Eli- 
phelet, Jeremai, Manaiieh,.a^/Shiniei. 34. Of the 
Ions of Bani; Maadai, Am ram, and Uel, 35. Bena- 
iah, Bedeiah, Cheiluh, 3(5. Yaniah, Meremoth, 
EHalbib, 37. Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaafau, 
38. And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei, 39. And She- 
lamiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah, 40. Maehnade- 
bai, Shaihai, Sharai, 41. Azarcel, and Sheleiiiiah, 
Shemariah, 42. Shallum, Amariah, and Joleph. 
43. Of the ions ot* Nebo, Jeiel, Mattathiah, Zabad, 
Zebina, Jadau, and Joel, Benaiah. 44. All thefe 
had taken it range wives: andfomc of them had wives 
by whom they had children. 

The method of prnceuding in this matter being concluded on, and the 
congregations dilmiiriid, that each in their reflective places might gain 
and give intelligence, in facilitate tlic matter j we are told, 

1. Who wrre the pertons thnt undertook to manage the matter, and 
bring the eaufes regularly before the commiifijiK-r.s, Jonathan and Jaha2- 
ial), two active men, neither of the prieib or of the people doth not ap- 
pear, probably they were the men that mnde that propofal, ver. 13, M* 
being the rittelt to fee it purfued ; and two honelt Levites joined with 
them, and helped them, ver. 15. Dr. Lightfoot gives a contrary fenfe of 
this; Only, (or ncvcrthcUfJ Jonathan and Jjhaziah food agai?tjl this mat- 
ter, (which reading the original will very well bear) and thefe two Le- 
vites helped thrvz, in oppofing it, either the thing itfelf or this method of 
proceeding. It was ftrange, if a work of this kind was carried on, and 
met with no oppofnion. 

2. Who were the commifltooers that fat upon this matter; Ezra was 
prefident, and with him ccrlain c/iicfs of the fathers who were qualified 
with wifdom and zeal above others lor this fervice, ver. 16. It was happy 
for them they had fuch a man as .Ezra to lead them, they could not have 
done it well without his condu<5t, yet he would not do it without their 
concurrence. 

3. How long they were about it. They began the frjl day of the tenth 
month to examine the matter y vcr. 10". which was but ten days after this me- 
thod was propofed, wr/9« and Ihey Ant (lied in three months, ver 17. 
They fat clofeand minded their bufinefselie they could not havedifpatehed 
fo many eaufes as they had before them in lo little time; lor we may 
fuppofe, all that were impeached were fairly aiked what caufe they could 
fliew why they Diould not be patted ? and (if we may judge by ether 
cafes) provided the wife were profelytcd to the Jewifli religion, the was 
not to he put away ; the trial of winch would require «reat care. 

•1. Who the per fons were that were found guilty of this crime, their 
names arc here iccordcd to their perpetual reproach ; many of the priclts, 
nay, of the family 01' J.jiltua, the high*priefi, wore found guilty, ver.>l$. 
though the law had particularly provided lor the prefetviug of their ho- 
nour in their marr ages, that being holy r) 1 em 1 elves, they lliould not 
marry Inch as were profane, Lev. xxi«7* They that ihould have taught 
others the law, broke it themieives, and by their example emboldened 
others to do Jikewife. Hut having loft their innocency in this matter, 
they did well tr> play a!i after-game, and lead in repentance, and give 
an example of that ton ; for { 1 .) They prouiilcd under thrir hand to put 
away their itrnnge wives;, and ibme think fware it with their iyXndt lifted 
up. (2.) They took the appo ; n:ed way of obtaining pnrdon, bringing the 
ram which was appointed by the law for a trefpaf* ojferingy Lev. vi. 0'. fo 
owning their gudt, and the defert of it, and humbly luing for torgivenel>. 
• About one hundred and thirteen tji.all are here named who had mar* 
rted liranve wives, and'fomeof them it is laid, ver»4?l* had children by 
them, which implies that not many of them had ; God nut crowning 
thofe marriages with thebleliingR ot increase, whether the child rrn were 
turned off with the mothers, asShechamah propoled, doth not appear, it 
(hoaid icem not ; but howey/r, it is likely that the wives that weie put 
away, were well provided for according to their rank. One would think 
thin grievance was now thoroughly red rrifed, yet we meet with it again, 
Neh. xiVti 22. and Mai. Y\. It. for fuch corruptions are eafily and inieu/i- 
bly brought in, but not without great dillicuhy purged out again. The 
belt reformer;; can but do their endeavour, hut when the Redeemer him* 
telf fliall eome to Shn. he fhall ctfrdually turn avrity uugodihiefsftom Jaecb. 
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or the holy city, and the settling of the holy tribe X vi yii /« *, u" ^ C ?° ti- ^ he t0 °H ,ur the ^Plemlhing 

this the second book of Ezra, t ,o1 became he u as the nenrn™ of \t r l 11 ,X ' for,nm S dlv V rs </'"/'• xiii. Some cafi 

book, to which it is connected, vcr I This IvV, ill 1 iZT \ • «' V llt ,cc , ause lL ,s "continuation of the history of the fore-oinff 
of the Old Testament. ' S • last ljwto »caI book that was written, as Malachi the last prophetical hou| 



C II A P. I. 




2 . hpHE words of Nehemiah the fon of Hachaliah 
JL And it came to pais in the month Chifleu, in 
the twentieth year, as I was in Shuihan the palace. 
2. I hat banani one ot my brethren came, he and 
certain men of Judah:and I a iked them concerning 
the Jews that had efcaped, which were left of the 
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3. And thevfaid 
unto me, i he remnant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province, arc in great affliction and re- 
proach: the wall ot Jerufaleni alfo is broken down 
ana the gates thereof are burned with lire. 4 And 
it came to pais when I heard theie words, that I fat 
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and failed 
and prayed before the God of heaven. ' 

What tribe Nehemiah was of, doth no where appear, but if it be true 
winch we told by the author of the Maccabees! book 11, chapX ?Z 
that J,e oflepd laenhce, we muft conclude him to be a prieft. We are here 

l°W W ? m Slm ? ,an ?, th ? P» laceor «>yal city of the kin- of Perfin, 

where the court was ordinarily kept, vcr. 1. and 11. that he was the 
king a cup-bearer.. Kings and great men probablv looked upon it as a 
piece of (rate to be attended by thole of other nations. By tins p !uce at 



captivity, and what pofture Jerufulem, the belored city, was in. Nehemiah 
lived at cale, in honour, and fulm-fs himfelf, biitomuot forgot that he i« 
an fraelite, nor ihake off the thoughts of his brethren in diftref*. but he 
doth in fpint (hke Moles, Acts vii. S3.) visit them, and look upon their bur- 
thens. Asdtftanenotplaeedidnotalieuatehisaifeaionsfro.nthem.thouL'h 
they were out of light, yet not out of mind, io neither did, (1.) Thp du- 

ltV to whiell hi* wsih nrli-nnrm! TL....I. l.« ...... - ._ ' * ' * . Ul & 



relation to them and concern for them. ' The" divcrfitv 'of thXr»n»; S 
meats from his.and the difference of their practice aceurdim.lv. Tlnnlh 
he did. not. go to fettle at Jerufaloin himfelf, (us we think h, oJ^ht to have 
done, now liberty Was .proclaimed) but conformed to the court and u «id 
there yet he did not there forejudge or defpifethem that wererXned 
or upbraid them as impolitic, but kuully concerned himfelf for them and 
was ready to do them all the good offices he could ; and that hem hSi t 
know which way to do them a kindnefe, he ajkvd concerning them. \ot c 
It is law f ul and good to inquire, what news ? W e Ihould inquire efueciall J 
concerning Uieftate of the church and religion, and how it fur^ with 
tlmpeopleot God; and the dehgn of our inquiry muft be, not that 111!-,, 
t.ie Athenians, we may have f.mething to talk of, but that we may know 
how to direct our prayers and praifes. * 

2. The melancholy account n Inch is here given him of the prefent ftatr- 
of the Jews and Jeruia em, vcr. 3. Huaai.i, the perfon he Biiqffifi of h5 
this character given uf Inrn, chap. ii. 2. that h» feared God above manual 
therefore would not only f, ; oak truly , but when he fpakeof thedSi on 1 
oUerufulem fpeak tenderly : and, it is probable, his errand tn 

r»lotne relief or other that tliov i>nn^ 



court, (I.) He would be the better qualified for the fervice of his count™ 

him; as Mofes was the fitter to 
govern, for being bred up in Pharaoh's court, and David in Saul's. (<> \ 
He would have the fairer opportunity of ferving his country by his intereft 
m the king and thofe about urn. Ohferve, H e is not forward to tell us 
what great preferment he had at court ; it is not till the end of the chapter 
that he tells us he was the king's cup-bearer, {a place of great trull, as well 
as of honour and proht) when he could not avoid the mentioning of it 
becaufeof the following ftory; butatfir/l he only faith, I teas in Shuflian 
ikcpoiacei whence we may learn to be humble and modeft, and fp/rin" 
to fpeak of our own ml van cements. lint in the providences of God con- 
cerning him, we may oblerve to our comfort, (t.) That wh:n God has 
work to do, he will never want mftruments to do it with. (2.) That thofe. 
whom God defigns to employ in his fervice, he will find out proper wavs 
both to fit them for it, and to call them to it. (3.) That God has h*is 
remnants in all places; there wasObadiah in the houfeof Ahab, faints in 
Cmiar s houmold, and a devout Nehemiah in Shulhun the palace. . (4.1 
That God can maKe the courts of princes fometimes nurferies and forne- 
ttmes iuncluanes, to the friends and patrons of the church's .caule 
Now here we have, 

l. Nehemiah's tender and compaffionafeinquiryconcerning theftate of 
the Jews m their own land, ver. 2. It happened that a friend and relation 



•rii ii — t,--^ v / * "ut uw iiQiv feed wn 

m ferubly trampled on and ahufed ; in great affliction and reproach - in 
fulled upon all occafions by their neighbours, aud^rf xvith thr fcorniL 
of them that icerc at cafe. (2.) That the holy citv w w . vllr 1 1 1 & 
ruins The wall of JcruW was ftilJ broken tt^Se^^tfi 
Chaldeans left them, in ruins. This made the condition of thol«5-.l5 
tants both very defpicable, under the abiding marks of potcn f and t 
very, and very dangerous, for their enemies might when they p Wed 
make an cafy prey of them. The temple was built, the mvimmSiSS 
tied and a work of reformation brought to fome head, bu^S I 
good work yet undone; this was Itill wanting: Every Jeruf Z n t ! 
fide the heavenly one, will have fome defeftor otlJ 'in ft ^ for em £ 
up of which it will require the help and fervice of?tJ friJnds 5 
3. The . great offliaion this gave to Nehemiah, and the deep* concern it 
put him into vcr. 4. (1) He wept and mourned. It was not only ? u ft 
when he heard the news that he fell into a pafliou of weeping, bu t his fur- 
row contiuued certain days. Note, The iefolatious and d&reflfc of the 
church ouflk : to be the matter of our grief, how much foeverwe ive at eaftf 
(3.) Uefajlcdand prayed, not in public, he had no opportunity ^ of dohS 
that, but before the God of 'Wo,, who fees in fecret, and will ? fi 
By his fafting and praying (1.) He c&tfecreSd h £t^ J^£A 
his tears aright; forrewed after a godly fort, with an eve tl'r nA u f 
his name was reproached iS.the contempt caft o» This pconk PwhUrf 0 ™? 
therefore he thus commits to him. (a.) He eafed hS ^JSJ- J Wufe 
burdened his fpirit, by pouring out L^mlS^Mo^^ JSd^T 
.ng it with him. (3.) He took ; the T i R ht method of fetchin* in rejlf for 
his people, and direction for himfelf in what way to S hem Let 

good defigns for the fervice of X pub fc, take 
God along with them from the firft conception off them, and utter alUheir 
projeas.before him ; that is the way to profper in them. 



Ibefeech thee, O LORD God of 
^ogm^^inftnwvbwdW fully how it went with the ehiidrenJof tfie ) heaven, the great and terribleGod, that ^eKeth cove- 
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nan t and mercy for them that lovehim audobfervehis I Lnmy, i ic coachnios with a particular petkion, that a.>dwo«idn 
commandments : o. Let thine ear now be attentive and P CM * "I!" I'. 1 !ns »»*k''™ki»g, and give him favour with the km-: 77,/* , 



— w. «.wv imuui vji iiiaci, which we nave: 

lamed againit thee: both I, and my father's houle have 
imiied. 7. We have dealt very corruptly againit thee, 
and have not kept the commandments, nor the tta- 
tutes, nor the judgments which thou commanded thy 
iervant Moles. S. Remember, I belcech thee, the 
word that thou commandell thy iervant Moles lay- 



rr 



~. U yetranlgreis, 1 will Icatter you abroad among 
the nations:- o. But jfye turn unto me, and Iceep-rhv 
commandments, and do them; though there were of 
you call out unto the uttermoll part oFthe heaven, yet 
Avi II I gather them from thence, and will bring, them 
unto the place that I have chofen to fct my name there: 
10. Npw thele arc thy iervants, and thy people, whom 
thou halt redeemed by thy great power, and by thy 
ftrong hand. 1 1 . O LO JID, I befeech thee, let now 
tlime ear be attentive to the prayer of thy Iervant 
and to the prayer of thy fervants; who derire to jfear 
thy name and profper, I pray thee, thy fervant this 
day and grant him mercy in the light of this man. 
r or I was the king's cup-bearer. 



c 11 a p. ir. 

flow Nchcmiah wrcflled with God and prevailed, we read in tht>f>.r< - 
goatg chapter ; now here we are told how like Jacob he prevailed wit/t 
men alio, and fo found that his prayers were heard and anfwvred. 
{ f;.J lie prevailed with the king to fend libit to Jernfalcm with a com- 
viiJJidii to build a tcalUboikt it, and grant him what was vt'cfjjanj fur 

l j« U, i l T; 8 .' I'*) H e Prevailed agahift the enemies that would hare 
ofijrrirclcd-ittm inMrJoiirncy, ver. r. -and laughed Arm rr.it ///' hi* 
undertaking, ver. in, 20. He prevailed upon his own people to' win 
. with hint in this.guod.work : viewing the dcfolntions of the walk,' Vcrl 
12 — and then gaining them to lend even/ one a hand towards th~' 
rebuilding of them, ver. 17, 18.. Thus did God own Aim in the work 
to which he called him. ' 



We have here Nehemiah s prayer; a prayer that has reference to all 
the prayers winch he had for Tome tune before been putting up to Got! 
day and night, while he continued hisforrows for the deflations of Jeru- 
salem : and withnl to the petition he was now intending to prefent to the 
Jjginffhui mutter tor his favour to JcrufUfcm. 

We may obferve in this prayer, 

r i!."u H r is l, " , ." h,e ,l \ ul Cerent addrefs to him, in which he proftrates him- 
fell before him and g,ye» unto him- the glory due unto his name, ver. 5. 
It is much the fame uith that of Daniel, chap. ix. 4. It tencheth us to 
draw near to God, (1.) \V,th a holy awe of his majeftv and .dory ; re- 
membering that he is the God of heaven ; infinitely' -above us and f«,vc- 
reign Lord over us, and that he is the great and terrible God, infinitely 
excelling a 1 the principalities and powers, both of the upper and of tin- 
lower wor d, angels and kings: and he is a God to be worfhipped with 
fear by all his people, and whofe powerful wrath all his enemies have rea- 
\on to be afraid of. Even the terrors of the Lord are improvable, for 
the comfort and cneoiirageincnt of thole that truft in him. (2.) With a 
holy confidence in his -race and truth, for he keepeth covenant and mercif 
Jor them that love him; not only for the mercy that is pvomifed, but even 
more than he promifed ; nothing mull be thought too much to be done 
lor them that love him, and keep his commandments. 

2. Ills-general requeft for theaudieuce and acceptance of all the proven 
and cnnfcflions he now made to God, ver. 6. Let thine ear he attentive to 
the prayer, not which I fay, (bare faying prnvrrwill not fervej but which 
J pray before thee: then we are .like to fpeed in praying, when we pray 'fix 
praying; and let thine eyes be open upon the heart from which the prayer 
comes, and the cafe which is in prayer laid before thee. God formed the 
eye, and planted the ear, and therefore fliulkhc not fee cleurlv? fliall not 
lie hear attentively ? 

3. His penitent confeflion oF fin; not only Ifhie! has finned, it was no 
great moitdicarion to him to own that, but. land my fathers honfr hare 
sinned, ver. 6. Thus doth he humble himfelf, and take fliume to himil-lf, 
in this confeflion ; we hat 

vt ry corruptly againji the . _ w vv t ..«r. v 

things beowm'd as the malignity of it, that it. is a corruption of nurfelv«- v , 
ami an aHVont to Clod ; it. is dealing corruptly againfl God, fetting up the 
corruptions of our own hearts in oppofition to the commands of Ciod. 

4. I ho pleas lie urges for mercy from his people Ifrael. 1. Me pleads 
what Ooii had of old laid to them, the rule he had fettled of his proceed- 
ings towards them, which might be the rule of their expectations from him, 
vt r. 8, <). II,. had faid indeed, that if they broke covenant with him, he 
would fealter them among the nations, and that threatening was fulfilled in 
their captivity ; never whs people fo widely difperfed as Ifrael was at this 
time, though at lirft fo clofely incorporated; but he faid withal, that if 
they turned to him (as now they began to do, having renounced idolatrv 
and kept to the temple-fervice) he would gather them again. This he 
quotes from Dent. xxx. 1 — 5. and begs leave to put God in mind of it, 
(though the eternal mind needs no remembrancer) as that which he 
guided hisdefires by, and grounded his faith and hope upon, in praviug 
this prayer, Remember I befeech thee, that word ; for thou haft faid,*»Jj 
me in remembrance. lie had owned, ucr. 7- We have not kept the judg- 
ments tvhich thou commaudcfl thy fervant l\lofes, vet begs, ver. 8. Lord, 
remember the word which thou co'mmandefl thy ferrant Mofes; for the co- 
venant is often faid to be commanded: if God were not more mindful of 
his promifes, than we are of his precepts, we were undone. Our beft 
pleas therefore in prayer are thofe that are Utken from the promife of 
God, the word on which he has caujed us to hope, Pfalra cxix. 4Q. 
:. He pleads the relation wherein of old they flood to God, thefe nre 
thy fWoants and thy people, ver. 10. whom thou haft fet apart for thyfelf, 
and taken into covenant with thee: wilt thou fuffer thy fwom enemies to 



in this coufeUion; tee have (I ami my family among the reft have) ''dealt 

v\ ver. 7. In the confellion of fin, let thefe two 



— ~\ ~ wt n a »'-•»«»•.», »u ^ivea iiicin cms ciuiracrer, ver. ll: 
they desire to fear thy name; they are not only called by the name, but 
really have a reverence for thy name; they now worfhip thee and thee 
only, according to thy will, and have an awe of all the difcoveries thou 
art plea fed to make of thyfelf; this they have a deli re to do: which notes 
(I.) Their good will to it: it is their conftaiit care and endeavour to be 
found in the way of their duty, and they aim at it, though in many in- 
ttances they come flmrt. (2.) Their complacency in it: thev take plea- 
.fure to fear thy name, fo it rauy be read :' not only do their duty, but do 
it with delight. Thofe mail gracionfly be accepted of God, that truly 
"-deli re to* fear his name; -for thofe defires are his own work. • 
;i. fie pleads the g»eat thines.God had formerly done for them, ver. 10. 
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1 . A jSD it came to pafi in the month Nifan, in 
1 1 \_ the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that 
wmc teas before him: and I took up the wine, and 
gave it unto the king. Now I had not been More- 
time fad in his prefence. i>. Wherefore the king thid 
unto me, Why w thy countenance lad, feeing thou a;rt 
not lick ? this is nothing else, but forrow of heart. Then 
I was very fore afraid. 3. And iaid unto the King, 
Let the km*? live for ever: why iliould not my coun- 
tenance be fad, when the city, the place of my Patheis 
lcpulchres lieth wafte, and the gates thereof are con - 
fumed with fire ? 4. Then the king faid unto me 
For what doit thou make requeft ? So I prayed to the 
God of heaven. 5. And I faid unto the king, If it 
pleafe the king, and if thy fervant have found favour 
m thy fight, that thou wouldcft fend me unto ' Judaiu 
unto the city of my fathers lcpulchres, that I mar 
build it. o\ And the king laid unto me, (the <)ueeu 
alio fitting by him) For how long lhall thv jmiruev 
be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleated the 
king to fend me, and I fet him a time. 7. Moreover, 
I faid unto the king, If it pleafe the king, let letters 
be given -me to the governors beyond the river, that 
they may convey me over, till I conic into Judah ; 
s. And a letter unto Afaph the keeper of tiie kin»\\s 
foreft, that he may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which appertained to the 
houle, and for the wall of the citv, and for'the houfe 
that I fliall enter into. And the. king grafted me 
according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

1 

When Nehcmiah had prayed for the relief of his countrymen, and per- 
haps ... David s words, Pfal. }[. 18. Uuild thou the walls ofJvrufalnn, he 
(lid not lit Oill and Hiy; letGnd now do his own work, for I have no more 
to do: hut fet hnnlclf to forecaft it what he could do towjirtls it For 
onr prayers mult be f. conue.l with our ferious endeavours, eife we" mock 
God. Near four mouths paired from Chifleu to Nifan, from Xovember 
to March, before Nehetmah made his application to tiie kiuir for leave to 
go to Jcrulalcin ; either beeaufe the winter was not a proper lime fi>- 
fuch a journey, and he would not make the motion till he could purfui 
it, or beeaufe it was fo Joo^ before his mouth of waiting came, and thei-e 
was no coining into the kind's prefence uncalled, E/iher iv. 1 1. i\ow ho 
attended the king's table he hoped to have his ear'; we are not thus li- 
tinted to certain moments in our addrcfll-s to'the Kiusy of km*** hut 
have liberty of accef. to him at all times: to the throne of «racc we never 
co mo uufeafonably. Now here is, * 

1. The occalion" which he. gave the kincr to inquire into his cares and 
griefs, by appearing fad in his prefence. Thofe that fpoak to fuch irreat 
men, mnft not tail abruptly upon their hufinefs, but fetch a compafs. S JS f e- 
hemmh would try whether he were in a good humour, beforedie ventured 
to tell him his errand, and this method he took to try him. He took uii 
the wine and gave it to the king when he called for it, expeaing that theii 
he would look him m the face. He had not ufed to be lad in the kind's 
prefence, but conformed to the rules of the court (as courtiers muft do} 
which would admit no forrow, Efihcr iv. a. Though he was a ftrnniser 4 
captive, he was eafy and pleafant. Good men fhould do what they caa 
by their chearlnlnefs to convince the world of the pleafnutuef* of relieiow 
ways, and to roll away the reproach enft upon them as mclancholvf hilt 
there is a tune for all things, Ecclef. iii. 4. Neheminh now faw caufe 
both to be lad and to appear fo. The miferies of Jcrufdem gave Iiiut 
coufe to be fad, and his fiiewing it will give occafion to the kin- to in- 
quire into the eaufe; he Hid not difTemble fadnefs, for he was reallr iii 
grief for the arHiaii>ns of.Tofeph, and was not like the hypocrites who <//</¥- 
gurc their faces,yt:t he could have concealed his grief if it had been neceC- 
fary, the heart knows its own bittcrnefs, and in'the midrt of laughter is ' 
often furl, hut it would now ferve his purpofe to difcover his iadhefs: 
Though he had wine before him, and probably according to the office of 
the cup-bearer, did himfelf drink of it before he gave it ro the king vet 
it would not make his heart glad, while God's Ifrael was in diflrefs " 

2. The kind notice which thekingtook of his fadnefs, and the enquiry 
he made into the eaufe of it,t-cr. 2. Why is thy countenance fad, feeing thai 
art not sick? Note, (1.) We ought from a principle of chriftian fyrr/pathv 
to concern ourfel ves in the forrows and fadnefTes of other*, even of our infe- 
riors, and not fay, what is it to us ! Let not muOers defuife their fenauts 
hxif f1 " firp * n t,,n! -'° "" Ar rr '"* — at God is not pleafed with 

but would have them both 

flt'ia not ftiange'if 

thole 
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thofe that are fick have fnd countenances, bccaufc of what is felt, and what 




we have that, we ought not to he inordinately dejected under any outward 
burden; yet furrow fur our own tins*, and thelin* of others, unJ the cala- 
mities of God's church may well fadden the countenance, without ficknefs. 

3. The account which Nehemiuh gave the king of the cnufe of Jiis fad- 
nek, which he gives with meeknels and fear. (I.) With fear, he owns 
that now (though it appears by the following (lory he was it muuof courage) 
he wasjore afraid, perhaps of the kind's wrath, for thole eaftern monarehs 
afTuined an abfolute power of life and death, Dan. ii. 12, 13. — v. 19. or 
mi I placing a word, and was lolhighis requeft by themifmana^ement of it; 
though lie was a wife man, he was jealous of himfeif, left he fhould fay any 
thing imprudently ; it becomes us to be lb* A good affurance is indeed a 
goad accompli Qmieut, yet a humble felf-diffidence is no mnu^ difpraife. 
{H.) With meek nets, without reflection upon any man, and with all the 
refpefil, deference, and good-will imaginable to the king his mailer, in 
thefe words. Let the king live for ever ; he is wife and good, and the fitteft 
man in the world to rule ; he modeftly ulked, Why jhould not my counte- 
nance be fad as it is, When (though I my felf am well and at eafe) the city (the 
king knetv what city he mean t) the place of my father s fepidcltres lie t It ivajle? 
Many are melancholy and fad, but can give no good reafun for it, cannot 
tell why or wherefore; fueh fljould chide themfelves for, and chide them* 
felves ontof their unjuftaud unreufouuhlegrielVand fears: but Ncheiniah 
could give fo good a reafon for his fuduels, as to appeal to the king himfeif 
concerning it. Obferve, (l,) lie calls Jerufalein the place of his father s 
fepulchres, the place where his anccftors were buried; it is good for us to 
think often of our fathers fepulchres : \vc are apt to dwell in our thoughts 
upon their honours and titles, their houfes and ellates, but let ucthinkulfo 
of their fepulchres; and conlider tliat tJiey who had gone before us in the 
world, have alio gone before us out of the world, and their monuments 
are mementos to us; and there is a great refpeel owing to the memory 
of our fathers, that that be not injured. All nations, even thofe that have 
had no expe&ation of the refurrtselion of the d^ad, have looked upon the 
fepulchres of their anceftors as in feme degree lacred, and not to he vio- 
lated* (-J.) lie juftilies himfeif m grief: I do wefl to be Hulr why 
fhould I not be lb ? There is a lime even for pious and profperous men 
to t-e fad, and to fhew it. The heft men mult not think to antedate hea- 
ven by buuUhingall furrow ful thoughts; it is a vale of t<?ars we puis 
throng!., and we inuft fubmit to the temper of the climate (.').) lie 
uliigns the vuius of Jerufalein as the true caufe of his grief. Note, All the 
grievances of the church, but efpeeially its deflations, are and ought to 
he matter of grief and lad n els to all good people, to all that have a concern 
for God's honour, and that are living members of Chri;i*s myftica! body, 
and are uf a public fpirit; they favour even Zi* n's citxlr, PjUL cii. 14. 



4. The encouragement which the king gave him to tell his mind, and 
the application lie thereupon made in his heart to God, vn\ 4. The !<;;m 
had a.* affection for him, and was not pleated to fee him niUuucholy, and 
it is likely had a kinduefn for the Jews religion, he had difcovered it before 
in the cummilhon he gave to Kzru, who was a chureh-rtnm, aud now again 
in the power he put jSehcminli into, who was a ftntefman; wanting there- 
foje only to know how he aright be Ibrviceable to Jerulalem, he aiks thh> 
itacarcful friend, For whut doji thou mahcrcquejl'/ fomething thou wouldlt 
have, what is it? lie iva* afraid to fpeak, ver. 2. but this gave him bold- 
nefs; much more may the invitation Chrifc has given us to pray, and the 
proinife that we fhull fpeed, enable us to come boldly to the tin one of. 
- race. Nthemiah immediately prayed to the G'od of heaven* that he 
would give him wifdom to alk decently, and incline the king's heart to 
grant him his requcft. T' ie y that would Hud favour with kings, muftfe-* 
cure the favour of the King of kings, fie prayed to the God of heaven, 
as inlinilely above even tins mighty monarch, it was not afoleinu prayer, 
he htyJ not opportunity lor that, but a leeret fuddcu ejaculation, he lift 1 
up bis heart to that God who understands the language of the heart,, 
Lord, give me a mouth and wtfdont. Lord, give me favour in the sight if 
this man. Note, It is «»ood to be much in pious ejaculations, efpeeially 
upon particular occalions; wherever we are, we have a way open heaven- 
ward; this will hinder no bufmefs, but further it rather; therefore let no 
tmiinela hinder this, but give rile to it rather, Neheuiiah had prayed 
very JMejnuly with reference to this very occalion, chap. i. lii. yet when 
it K Cfi'utitf to the pufh he prays again. Kjacitlations and folewm prayers 
niuli not j utile out one another, but each have its place. 

5. j lis humble petition to the king: when he had thU encouragement, 
be prefen ts it very morleflly, and with fubinHliou to the king's wifdom, 
ver. 5. but very particularly: be aiks for a commiiHou to go governor to 
Judea, to build the wall of Jernfaiem, and to ftay there for a ceitain time, 
fo many months we may fuppofe; and then either he had his commHlion 
renewed, or went back, and was lent again, fo that he prefided there 
twelve years at lealr, chap, v. 13. He alio a iked for a convoy, ver* 7« and 
an order upon th^ governors, not only to permit and fufler him to pafs 
through tlieir refpective provinces, butrufupply him with what lie had 
occalion for: with another order upon the keeper of the foreft of Lebanon, 
to Gjive him timber for his work that he deGgued. 

0. The king*s great favour to him in aflciug him when he would return, 
ver.6\ lie intimated .that he would not lofehim, nor could be long without' 
him ; yet to gratify him, and do a real office of kiudnefs to his people, he 
wouIdYpare him a while, and let him have what claufes hepleafed inferted 
in his com mi (lion 9 uer* 8* Here was an immediate anfwer to his prayer, 
for the fejd of Jacob never fought the God of Jacob in vain. In theac- 
couut he give* of the fuccefs of his petition, he takes notice, (1.) Of the 
prefence of tin: (juecn, Ihe fat by, vtr. Q. which (they lay) was not ufual 
in the Perlian court, [Ejihcr u 11.) Whether the queen was his back 
friend, that would have hiudered him, and he obferves it to the pmife of 
God's powerful providence, that though flic was by, yet hefped; or w]ie- 
tber (he was his true friend, and it is obferved to the praile of God's kind 
providence, that (lie was pvefent to help forwartl his reipieft, is not certain. 
, (-2.} Of the power and grace of God. lie gained his point according to 
Jiis merit, his intereft in the king, or his good management, but accord- 
ing to the good hand of his God upon him. Gracious fouls takfc uqtice of 
Gods hand, his good hand, in all events which turn in favour of them:( 

This is the Lord's doing* and therefore doubly acceptable. • I 

■ - * ■ 

9. Then I came to the governors beyond th^rivasr :" 
and gave them Ihe king's letters. . (Now the king had* 
Jent captains of the aiiuy.and horfenien with me.) 16.: 
• WhenSanballat t helloronitc, an d To bi ah the fen'ant, 
; ihe Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly' 
J:Ixat,th.ere..was come a man to;ieek the-welfare of the 
;obila»eu jqf il'vaei.. ». 1 1 . So>I eame to Jer'ufalem, and, 



was there three days. 12. And I arofe in the night, 
I and feme few men with me, neither told I uny inaii 
what my God had put in my heart to do at Jeruiaiem: 
neither was there any heait with me, lave the beaft that 
I rode upon. 13. And I went out by night* by the 
gate of the valley, even before the dragon- well, and. to 
the dung port, and viewed the. walls of Jerulalem* 
which were broken down, and the gates thereof were 
conlumed wi th lire. U. Then I went on to the gate; 
of the fountain, and to the king's pool : but there was 
no. place for the beaft that uWimder me to pals. 15* 
Then I went up in the night by the brook, and viewed 
the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of 
the valley, and so returned. I6\ And the rulers knew 
not whither I went, or what I did, neither had I as 
yet told *Vto the Jews, nor to the priefts, nor to the 
nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the reft that did 
the work. 17. If Then laid I unto them, Ye fee the 
dillrefs that we arc in, how Jerufalem liclh waftc, an-d 
the gates thereof are burnt with lire: come and let 
us build up the wall of Jerufalem; that we be no more 
a reproach. 1 S. Then I told them of the hand of my 
God, which was good upon me; as alfo the kind's 
words that he had fpoken unto me. And they (aid, 
Let us rife up and build. So they it'rengthened tlieir 
hands for this good worki \g-, But when. San ballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiuh, the lervant, the Ammonite,' 
and (ielheni the Arabian heard h y they laughed us to" 
fcorn, and defpifed us, and (aid, What is- this thing, 
that ye do r will ye rebel, again it the king ? Co. Then 
anfwered I them, and faid unto them, The God of 
heaven, he will pro (per us; therefore we his f;rvants 
will arife and build : but you have no portion, nor 
right, nor memorial in Jerufalem. 

* 

We arc toUl, 

!• Mow Nchemiah was <lifiniflecl by Ihe court he was feut fiom; the 
kin:;* appointed captains of the army nncJ h or few en to jjo with hint, ver. y. 
both for bin "Hard, and to flie'w tiiat lie wain man whom the hint? did r/tf- 
light to honour, that all the kin^a ten ants nii^ht ref^ec't him accordingly. 
Whom the King of letups lends, he thus ^roteftsj, he thus dignities with 
an hofi of ani;eU to attend thrrn* 

SJ* flow he was received by the country he was fent to. 
I. Uy the Jews and their friends at Jerufalem ; we are told, 
(I.) 'i hat while he concealed- his errand, they took little notice of hint; 
he was at Jerufalem three daysi ver. 1 1, arid it doth not appear that any of 
the great men of the city waited on him to congratulate his arrival, but 
be lay incognito; the king feat horJemen to attend him, but fh* Jews lent 
none to meet him, he had no beaft wirb him, but that" which he himfeif 
rode on, ver. 12. Wife men, and thofe who are worthy of double ho- 
nour, yet covet not to come with obfervation, or make a fhow, to make a 
noifc, no not when they come with the ^reatofl bleflinijs. They that 
fliortly are to have the dominion in the morning, the world now knows not, 
but they lie bid, l«/o/r/rith I. 

(2.) 'I'hat though they took little notice of him, he took great notice of 
diem and their tiate. lie Wife in the night and viewed the ruins of the 
walls, probably by moon-light, ver. I J. that he might fee wUtt was to be 
done, and in what method they rnuji go about it, whether the old foun- 
dation would ferve, and what there was of the old material, that would 
lie of uf«-. Note, 1. Good work is then like to be well 'done, when it fn 
lirtt'well confidered. £2. It is the wifdom of thole who zuu crurugrd in 
public buliiiefs, as much as may be to fee tcith their own eyes, ami not to 
proceed altogether upon the reports and representations of others, and 
yet to do this without noifc, and, if poflible, un obferved. 3. Tliey tliat 
would build up the church's walls, mull firlt take notice of the ruhw of 



thofe walls. 'J hey that would know how to amend, mutt inquire what is 
atnifs; what needs reformation, and what may ferve as it is. 

(3.) That when he difcovered his delign to tiie rulers and people they 
ehearfully concurred with him in it. He did not tell them at tirft what he 
came about, ver* ML bccaulu he would not feeni to do it for oftcntation, 
and thatif he found it impracticable he might retreat the more honourably; 
npright*liumbie men will not found a trumpet bdbre their aruLs,; or any 
other their good offices. But when he had viewed and coidideredthe'thiug, 
aiid probably felt the pulfe of the rulers uf the^^eople, he told them ivUdt 
God had put into his hearty ver. 1-2. even to build up the wall of Jerufalem^ 
ver* 1/. Obferve, (I.) Mow fairly he propofed itto thvtn, yefee t(wjtiflr$s 
tee are in % how we lie expofed to the enemies. that are round a(iotit us, 
howjuftly they reproach us, as foolifh and defpicable, how eafily they may 
make a prey of us whenever they have a mind. Come t her efotc x find lerits 
build ttp the wall. He doth not undertake to do it without. t hem. 1 It 
could not be the work of one<iriau t ; nor doth he charge and; tpul mah d 
iinperioufly, though he had the king's commitfion,; but In a friendly bro- 
therly way, exhorts and excites them to join with him in this worfc. Td en- 
courage them hereto he fpeaks of the dtfigu ; {l .} As that l^hich owed lis 
original to the fpecial grace of God. He. takes nottheipruife of it to himfeif, 




potx he will own thtfm in.' {«.) :i*s mat which oweaits pro^, 
therto to the* fpecial providence of God. He produced the king's coin- 
miffion, told them how readily , it was granted, and how forward the king 
*was to favour his defig-n, in w'hich he law the hand of his God good upon 
Hunt, ft would encourage-both him and them to .proceed in an undertaking 1 
which God had fo remarkably fmiled upon. Thus 1 he propofed it to them ; 
and, They presently came to a resolution, one and all, to concur with 
him, let its rife up and build'. They are attained that they have lit ftill fq 
long witliout fd much as attempting tins needful work, and refolve to rife 
»np out of their flbthfulnefsj to beftir themfelve), ond to ftir up one another. 
Let ii5 r\fcnp y u e. let us do it '.with vigour and diligence, andirfcfoUi^bn, 
as thofe. that are determined to go th cough with jt. So they Jhgnx the ne$ 
their hands* tlieir own. auif pne ano.tb^r'^ for this good work. x . ?totc» J,. 
•jViaby « good^work would find Haritftre^Ogh to btilaidto it, if-tberfe^vere 

but 
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hut one good head to had in it. They all faw the deflations of JerufaUin, 
jet none propoi'cd the repair of them. Hut m lieu Nehemiah propoRd it, 
they all coiifeutcd to it. It is pity n good motion fhould be loll purely for 
want of one to move it and to break the ice in it. 2. By flirring up our- 
fetvesaud' one another to that which is good, ycvflrengthen our/elves and 
'one another for it; for the great reufun why we are weak in our duty, is 
becaufe we ara cold to it; indifferent and mirelblvcd. 

2. Let us now fee hmv Nehemiah was received by thofe tliat wiflied ill 
to the Jews, whom God and his Ifrael blefTed they curfed. 

3. When he did but fhew his face, it vexed them, ver. 10. Snnballat 
and Tobiuh, two of the Samaritans, but by birth the former a Moabite, 
tlie latter an Ammonite, when they faw one come armed with acommiffion 
from the king to do fervice to Ifrael, it grieved them exceedingly* that all 
their little Iheafcing paltry* arts to weaken Ifrael were thus baffled and 
fruft rated, bv a fair and noble and generous project to ftrengthen them. 
Nothing is a" greater vexation to the enemies of good people, who have 
inifrepre lented them to princes as turbulent and factious, and not (it to 
live, than to fee them ftand right iu the opinion of their rulers, their in- 
nocency cleared, and their reproach rolled away, and that they are 
thought not only fit to live, but tit to be trufted. When they faw a man 
come in that port, who profefledly fought the welfare of the children of If- 
rael ', it vexed them to the heart ; The wicked flail fee it and be grieved. 

l>. When he began to aft, they fet themfelvesto hinder him, but in vain, 
ver. 19, 20. (I.) Sec here with what little reufun the enemies difcouraged 
them. They reprefented the undertaking as a iilly thing, they laughed us 
to fcorn, and defpijed us as foolifh builders, that could not finifh what we 
began. And as an ill thing, no better than trcafon, will ye rebel againjt the 
king? Becaufe this was the whole invidious charge, though they had a 
commiflion from the king, and were taken under his prote&ioii, yet ftill 
they mull be called rebels. (2.) See ulfo with what good renfon they 
flighted thefe difeourugements. They bear up themfelves with this, that 
they were the fcrvants of the God of Heaven, the only true and living God, 
that they were acting for him in what they did, and that therefore he 
would bear them out, and profner them, though the heathen raged, PfaL 
•ii. 1. They considered alio, that the reafon why thefe enemies .did fo 
malign them was,becaufe they had no right in Jerufalem, but envied their 
rightm it. Thus may the impotent menaces of the church's enemies be 
caJily deipifed by the church's friends. 

CHAP. III. 

- 

• Saying and doing arc often two things; many arc ready to fay, Let us 
rife up and build, who sit fl ill and do nothing', like that fair-fpokcu 
fan who faid, I go, Sir, but went not ; the undertakers here were none 
'of thofe. As foon its they had refulved to "build the wall about Jeru- 
falem, they loft no time, but fet about it prcfently, as tee find in this 
chapter. Let it never be faid we left that good work to be doue to- 
morrow, which we might as well have done to-day. This chapter gives 
its an account of two tilings, (1.) The names of the builders which arc 
recorded here to their honour, for they were fuck as herein difcovercd 



they built it, and fet up the doors thereof, the locks 
thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thouland cubits 
on the wall unto the dung-gate. 14. But the dung- 
gate repaired Malchiah the ion of Rccab, the ruler of 
part of Beth-huccerem : he built it, and let up the 
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 
15. But the gate of the fountain repaired Shall uut the 
ion of Col-hozch, the ruler of part of Mizpah : he 
built it, and covered it, and let up the doors thereof 
the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and the wall of 
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gate, ver. o — 1«. (4.) Thence to the dung-gate, ver, 13. (o.) Thence 
to the gate of the fountain, ver. 14. (b\) Thence to the water-gate, 
ver 15— °o\ \~A Thence by the horljf-gate to the (heep-gate again, 
where they began, ver. 27— 32. and fo they brought their work quite 

round the city. 

1 rg^IIEN Eliafliib the high prieft rofe up with his 
I brethren the prieits,and they builded the Iheep- 
<*ate ; they lanctiiied it, and fet up the doors of it ; 
even unto the tower of Meah they fanclined it, unto 
the tower of Hananeel. 2. And next unto him builded 
' the men of Jericho : and next to them builded Zaccur 
the ion of Imri. 3. But the fiuVgate did the ions of 
liailcnaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and 
fet up the doors thereof the locks thereoftand the bars 
thereof 4. And next unto them repaired Meremoth 
the fon of Urijah, the fon of Koz : and next unto them, 
repaired Meihuliam the fon of Berechiah, the/on of 
Melhezabeel : and next unto them repaired Zadok 
the fon of Baana. 5. And next unto them theTekoites 
repaired: but their nobles put not their necks to the 
•work of their Lord. 6\ Moreover, the old gate repaired 
Jehoiada the ion of Paleah, and Meihuliam the fon of 
Befodeiah : they laid the beams thereof, and fet up 
the doors thereof, and the locks thereof, and the bars 
thereof. 7- And next unto them repaired Melatiah 
theGibeonite, and Jadon theMeronbthite, the men of 
Gibebn, and of Mizpah, unto the throne of the gover- 
nor on this Me the river. 8. Next unto him repaired 
Uzziel the fon of Harhaiah, of the goldfmiths: next 
unto him alio repaired Hananiah the fon of one of the 
apothecaries, and they fortified Jerufalem unto the 
broad wall. 9. And next unto them repaired Rephaiah 
the ion of Hur, the ruler of the half part of Jerufalem. 

10. And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the fon of 
Harumaph, even over again lib is houie: and next 
'unto 'him repaired Hattufli the fon of Hafhabniah. 

11. Malchijah the fon of Harim, andlialhub the fon 
. of iPahath-moab, repaired the other piece, and the 

tower 6£ the furnaces-. 12. And next unto him repaired 
ShaUum tAie ibiivof Halohelh, the ruler of the half part 
•of Jerufalem, -he and his daughters. 13. The valley- 
•gaie repaired JIa.nun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah ; 



of the half part of Bethzur, unto ihc place overagainlt 
the iepulchres of David, and to the pool that kms made, 
and unto the houie of the mighty. 1 7. And after him 
repaired the'Levites, Helium, the fon of Bani: next 
unto him repaired Haihabiah the ruler of the half 
part of Keilah,in his part. Z8. After him repaired their 
brethren, Bavai the fon of Henadad, the ruler of the 
half part of Keilah. 19. And next to him repaired 
Ezer the fon of Jeihua, the ruler of Mizpah, another 
piece over againft the going up to the armoury, at the 
turning of the wall. £i)'. After him Baruch the fon of 
Zabbai, earneiily repaxred'the otlier piece, from the 
turning of the wall, unto the door of the houfe of EHa- 
(hib the high prieit. 2 1 . After him repaired Meremoth 
the fon of Urijah, "the ion of Koz, another piece, from 
the door of the houie of Eliaihib, even to the end of 
the houie of Eliaihib. 22. And after him repaired the 
prieits, the men of the plain. 23. After him repaired 
Benjamin, and Hafhub, over againft their houie: af- 
ter him repaired Azariah, the ion of Maafeiah, the 
fon of Ananiah, by his houfe. 24. After him repaired 
Bimiui, the fon of Henadad, another piece, from the 
houie of Azariah, unto the turning of the wall, even 
unto the corner. 25. Palal the fun of Uzi, over againii 
the turning of' the wall, andthe tower winch lieth out 
from the king's high houfe, that was by tlie court of 
the prifbn; after him, Pedaiah the ion ot Paix)fh. 
26\ Moreover, the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto 
the place over againlt the water-gate toward the eaft, 
and the tower that lieth out. 27. After them the 
Tekoites repaired another* piece, over againlt the 
great tower that lieth out, even unto the wall ofOphei. 
2S. Prom above the horfe-gate repaired the prieits, 
every one over againlt his houie. 29. After them re- 
paired Zadok the fon of Immer, oyer againft his 
houfe : after him repaired alio Shemaiah, the fon of 
Shechaniah, the keeper of the eaft-gate. 30. After 
him repaired Hananiah the fon of Shelemiah, and 
Hanun the iixth fon of Zalaph, another piece: after 
him repaired Meihuliam the fon of Berechiah, over 
againft his chamber. 3 1 . After him repaired Mal- 
chiah, the goldiinith's fon, unto the palace of the 
Nethinims, and of the merchants, over againft the 
gate Miphkad; and to the going up of the corner, 
32. And between the going up of the corner unto the 
flieep-gate, repaired the goldfmiths and the merchants. 

The befl: way to know how to divide this chapter, is to obferve how ihc 
work was divided an;*.ng;the undertakers that every one might know what 
he had to do, and mind it accordingly with a holy emulation, and d«Tire 
to excel, yet without any contention, animofity, or feparate'intertfl:. No 
ft rife appears ainongtheni, but which Ihould do moft for tl)e public good. 

Several things are obfervable iu the account iiere given of the build- 
ing of the wail about Jcruialero. 

1. That Eliafliib the high-prieft, with his brethren the priefis, led tlie 
van in this troop of builders, ver. 1. Minifters fliould be firft and fore- 
moft in every good work, for their office obligeth them to teach and 
quicken by their example, as well as by their doctrine. If there be la- 
bour in it, who fo lit as they to work ? If danger, who fo fit as they to 
venture? The dignity of the high-prieft was very great, and obliged 
him to fignalize himfclf in this fervice. The priefts repaired the iheep- 
gate fo called, becaufe through it the flieep were brought that were to 
be facrifieed in the temple, and therefore the priefts undertook the re- 
pair of it, whofe inheritance the offerings of the Lord made by fire were. 
And of this gate only, it is faid that they ianctified it vith the word and 
prayer, and perhops with fucririces; either, (I.) Becaufe it led to the' 
temple; or, (2.) Becaufe with this the building of the wall began, and it 
is probable (though they were at work in all parts of the wall ot the fame 
time) this was tirft iiniihed, and therefore at this gate they foleuinly com- 
mitted their city and the walls of it to the divine protection. Or, (3.) 
Becaufe the priefts were the builders of it, and it becomes 
above others, being themfelves in a peculiar manner fa notified 
to fanctify to him all their performances, and to do even their 
actions after a godly fjrt. ■ 

2- That the undertakers were very many, who each took their fhare, 
forae more and fotnc lefs in this work, according as their ability was. 
Note, "What ia to be done for the public good, every one fliould aftiftio 
and farther to the utmoft of his place and power; united force will coo* 
quer that which no one dares venture on. Many hands will .make light 

work. * 

3. That many were active in this work who were not themfelves inha- 
bit ants of Jerufalem, and therefore* cp.»fult«l purely the public welfare, 
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and not any private intereft or advantage of their own. Here are the men 
of Jericho with the lirfi, ver. 2. the men of Gibeonand Mizpah, ver.7- 
and Zatioaii, ver. 13. Every Xfrueltte fliould lend a haud towards the 
building up of Jt*ruiUleiu. 

4. That feveral rulers both of Jerufalum and of other cities were active 
in th.a work, thinking themfelves bound in honour to do the utinoft part 
their wealth and power enabled them to dojor the furtherance of this good 
work, liut it is obfervuble they are called rulers of part, or the half part, 
of their refpuctive cities. As one that wan ruler of the half part of J eruf li- 
tem, ver. la. Another of part of Beth-bacccrem, ver. 14. Another part of 
Mizpah, ver. 15. Another of the half part of Bcth-zur, ver. 1G. One that 
was ruler of one half party and another of the other half part ofKetlah, ver. 
17» 1«. Perhaps the Perfian government would not iutruft^anV one with 
a ftrong city, but appointed two to be a watch upon each Other. Rome 
had twoeoufuls. 

5. Here is ajnft reproach fattened upon the nobles of Tekoah, that they 
put not their necks to the work of their Lord, ver. 5. i. e. they would not cotne 
under the yoke of an obligation to this ferviee ; as if the dignity and liber- 
ty of their peerage were their difcharge from ferving God and doing good, 
which is indeed the hi^hell honour and trueft freedom. Let not nobles 
think any tiling below tliern, bj which they may advance the interefts of 
their conn try, for wlmt elfe is their nobility good for, hut that it puts them 
in a higher and larger fphereof ufefulneiss, than that m which inferior 
per tons move. 

6*. Two undertakers joined in repairing the old gate, \'er. 6. and fo wore 
con founders, and fharcd the honour of it between them. The good Work 
we cannot compufb ourfelves, we am ft be thankful to thofe that will go 
partners with us in. Some think this is called the old-gate* becaufe re- 
maining of the ancient Salem, and faid to be tirfr built by Melchtzedek. 

7. Several good honeft tradefmen, as well iwpriefts and rulers, were 

active in this work, goldfmiths, apothecaries* merchants, ver. 8. 32. They 

did not think their callings excufed them, nor plead that they could not 

leave their (hops to attend the public bufinefs, knowing that what they loft 

would certainly be made up to them by the bleffiug^of God upon their 
calling.". 

8. Some ladies are fpoken of as helping forward this work, Shallum and 
his daughters, ver. 12, who though not capable of pcrfonal ferviee, yet 
having thei r portions in their own hands, or being rich widows, contribut- 
ed money for buying materials and paving workmen. St. Paul fpeaksof 
fome good women that laboured with htm in the gofpcl, Phil. iv. 3. 

9. Of fame it is faid, that they repaired ovcragainjl their houfts, ver. 10, 
23, 2$, 2'J. and of one who, it is likely, was only a lodger, that he repair- 
ed over again /I his chamber, ver. 30. When a general good work is to be 
done, each Jhould apply themfelves to that pari of it that fulls neareft 
them, and within their reach. If everyone will fweep before his own door, 
the ftreet will be clean ; if every one will mend one we {hall be all mended. 
If he that has but a chamber will repair before that, he doth his part. 

10. Of one it is f.iid, that he eameftly repaired that which fell to his 
fliare, ver. 20. with an inflamed zeal : not that others were cold or indif- 
ferent, hut he was the moft vigorous of anv of thein, and made him felf re- 
markable for it. It is good to be thus zcalaujly affeeled in a good thing; 
and it is probable, this good man's zeal provoked very many to take the 
more pains and muke the more hafle. 

11. Of one of thefe builders it is obferved, that he was the fixth fon of 
his father, ver, 30, His five elder brethren, it teems laid not their hand 
to this work, but he did. In doing that which is good, we need not (lay 
to fee our betters go before us; if they decline it, it doth not therefore fol- 
low that we muft. Thus the younger brother, if he be the better man, 
and doth God and his generation better ferviee, is indeed the better geu- 
tleman ; thofe are moft honourable that are moft ufeful. 

12. Some of them that had jirjl done helped their fellows, and undertook 
another (hare, where they faw there was moft need. Meretrioth repaired, 
ver. 4. and again, ver. 21. And the Tekoites, belidcs the piece they re- 
paired, ver. 5. undertook another piece, ver. 27- which is the more re- 
markable, becaufe their nobles fet them an ill example by withdrawing 
from the ferviee; which, i nil end of ferving them for an excufe to lit Hill, 
perhaps made them the more forward to do a double work, that by their 
zeal they might either fliame or atone for the covetoufnefs and carelefl- 
l»el» of their nobles. 

L ilily, Mtre is no mention of any particular fliare that Nehemiah him- 
felf had in this work. A name-fake of his is ,inentioned, ver. But 
did he do nothing? yes, though he undertook not any particular piece 
ofthe wall, yet he did more than any of them, for he had the overlightof 
them all; half of his fervants worked where there was moft need, and the 
other half ftood centinel, as we find after, chap. tv. lG. while he hi in felf 
in his own perfon walked the rounds, directed and encouraged the build- 
ers, fet his hand to the work where he faw ncculioii, and kept a watchful 
eye-ujjon the mot ions of the enemy, as we fliall find in the next chapter. 
Thepilot needs not hale at a rope, it is enough for him to fleer. 
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they build, if a fox go up, he fliall even break clown 
their ftone wall. 4. Hear, O our God : for we are de- 
fpifed; and turn their reproach upon their own head, 
and give them for a prey in the land of captivity : 5. 
And cover not their iniquity, and let not their lin be 
blotted out from before thee : for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders. 6. So built we the 
wall: and all. the wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof ; for the people had a mind to work, 

* 

Here is, I. The fpiteful fcomful reflection which San ball at and Tobiah 
cait upon the Jews, for their attempt to build the wall about Jarufalem. 
The country rang of it prefently, intelligence was brought of it to S:uua- 
ria, that neit of enemies to the .lews and their profperity ; and here we are 
told how they received the tidings, (l.) In heart they were very angry at 
the undertaking, and had great indignation, ver. 1. It vexed them that 
Nehemiah cuineto feek their welfare, chap. ii. 20. but when they heard 
of this great undertaking for their good, they were out of all patience. 
They had hitherto pleafed themfelves with the thoughts that while Jeru- 
falem was unwalled, they could fwallow it up, and make themfelves mas- 
ters of it when they pleafed ; but if it be walled, it will not only be fenced 
againft them, but by degrees become formidable to them. 1 he llrength 
and fafety ofthe church is the grief and vexation of its enemies. {2.\ hi 
word they defpifed it, and made it the fubjefr of their ridicule, iu which 
they did fumcrcntly fpit their venom; but ijood was brought out el it, 
for looking upon it as a foolifh undertaking that would link under its 
own weight, the}' did not go about to obilruci it till it was too lute. Let 
us fee with what pride and malice they fet themfelves publicly to banter 
it. (l.) Snnballat fpeaks with fcorn of the workmen, thofe jceb-'j */ews 9 
ver. 3. What will thev do for materials? will theu revive the /tones out of 




they make thcmtVlves ; ['2.) Tobiah freaks with no lefs fcorn of the work 
itfelf. He has his flout too, and mult (hew his wit, vtr. 3. Profane feof- 
fors lharpen one another. Sorry work, faith lie, they are like to make of 
it: they themfelves will be afhamcd of ir, if a fax- go up, not with his 
fubtilty, but with his weight, he will break down their J lone wall. Many a. 
good work has been thus looked upon with contempt by the proud and 
haughty f corners. 

2. ISehemioh's humble and devout addrefs to God when he heard of 
thefe reflections. lie had notice brought him what they laid ; it is proba- 
ble they themfelves fent him a meflage tothis'purpofe to dii't ourage him, 
hoping to jeer him out of hisattwinpt ; but hedid not anfwer thefe fool sac- 
cording to their folly ; did not upbraid them with their weakuefs, but look- 
ed up to God by prayer. (1.) He begs of God to lake notice ol' the indig- 
nities that were done them, ver. A. and iu this we are to imitate him. 
Hear, O our God, for we are defpifed. Note, 1. God's people have often 
been a defpifed people, and loaded with contempt. 2. God doth and will 
hear all the flights that are put upon his people, and it is their comfort 
that he doth fo, and a good reufou why they fliould beas deaf, Pf. xxxviii. 
13, 15. Thou art our God to whom we appeal; our eaufe needs no more 
buta fair hearing. (2.) He begs of God to avenge their caufe, and turn 
the reproach upon the enemies themfelves, ver. 4, 5. and this was spoken 




Father, forgive them. Nehemiah here prays, cover not their inUjuitij, Note, 
I. They that call contempt on God's people* do but prepare evcrlufting 
Ihmne for thcinfclves. £J. It is u fin from \\i ieb finncTd are feldom reco- 
vered. Doubttefc, Nehemiah had re a ion to think the hearts of thofe fin- 
nen» were defperateiy hardened, fo that they Mould never repent of it, elfe 
he would not have prayed that it might never he bfotnduut. The renfon he 




CHAP. IV. 

* » 

We left all hands at work for the building of the wall about Jerufalcm. 
But fnch good work doth not vfe to be carried on without opposition ; 
. 7iow here^ce are told what opposition was given to it, and what me' 
thods Nehemiah betook to forward the work, not with/landing that o;>- 
position. ( 1 .) The enemies reproached and ridiculed their undertaking; 
but their feoffs they anfweredwith prayers, heeded them not, but went 
on with their work notwithjlanding, ver. 1 — 6*. (2.) They formed a 
bloody design agaiafi them, to hinder them by force of arms, ver. 7, 3, 
10, 11, 12. And to guard agawfl this, Nehemiah prayed, ver. p. fet 
guards, ver. 13. and encouraged them to fight, ver. '14. by which the 
design was broken, ver. 15. and fo the work was carried on wit hall 
needful precaution againjl a furprife, ver. 16 — 23. In all this IVche- 
miah approved hintfclf a man of great conduct and courage, qs well as 
great piety, 

J ,T>UT it came to pafs that when Sanballat heard 
X3 that yre builded the wall, he was wroth, . and J 
took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 2. And- 
he fpa ke before his.brethren, .and the army of Sa 



abulive to us, but becaufe it is ofienii veto God ; and on that we may ground 
an expedition that God will appear againft it, PjixL Ixxiv. 18. 2J. 

3. The vigour of the builders, notwithftandiny thefe roil eft ions, ver* 6. 
They made such good fpeed that hi a little time they had run up the wall 
to half its hei ght, \or the people had a mind to work, their hearts, were upou 
it, and they would have it forward. Note, 1. Then good work tyoes on well, 
when people have a 'mind to it. 2, The reproaches of enemies fliould ra- 
ther quicken to our duty than drive us from it. 

# 

■ 

7. J' But it came to pafs, that when Sanballat, and 
Tobiah, and -the Arabians,- and the Ammonites, ancj 
theAihdodit.es, heard that the walls otJerufalem were 
made up, and that the breaches began to.be Hopped, 
then they were very wroth* 8. And confpired all of 
them together, to come.and to fight againlt Jerufalem, 
and to hinder it. 9. Never thelefs we made our prayer 
unto our God, and fet a .watch againft them day and 
night becaufe of them. 10. And Judah faid, The 
itrength of the bearers of the burdens is decayed, and 
there is much'rubbifli, fo that.we are not able to build 
the wall. 1 1 . And our adverfaries faid i They llialliiot 
•know, neither lee, till we come in the midft among 
them, and flay them, and caufe the work to ceale. 
12. And it .came to pals that when the Jews which 
dwelt by them came, they faid unto us >ten times; 
From all places, where ye fhall return unto us, they 
•will be upon you. 13. Therefore fet 1 in the lower 
places, behind ;the. wall, and oh the higher places, I 
even fet the people after their families, with their 
fwords, their Ipears, and their bows. 14. And I look- 



and faid, What do thefe feeble Jews? will they fortify led, and.rpie.up, and faidimto the nobles, and to the 
them (elves ? will they facrifice r will thev make an end rulers , and to the reft of t" 



in 



the,people, Be not ye afraid 

day ? will they revive the ftones out of -the heaps I ofthe m : remember the LOE^D which is great and ter- 
of the rubbilh whiqh are burned ^3. Now Tobiah the rible, and fight for your brethren, vour fbiis, and your 
Ammonite teas by him, and he laid, Even that which daughters, your wives, and your houifes. 15. And it 



No. LXVII*. 



9Q 



came 



Chap. IV. 



N E H E M I A H; 



came to pafs when otir enemies heard that it was 
known unto us, and God had brought their counfel 
to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, eve- 
ry one lirito his work. 



Chap. V. 



"We tmve here, 



i l *. T .he confpiracy which the Jews enemies formed agaihft them, to rtnv 
the building by Haying the builders". The eonfpimtors were not oinV San- 
ballat and robiah, but other neighbouring people whom they bad drawn 
i into the plot. They flattered ihemfel ves with a fancy that the Vvork mould 
foon ftand ftill of itfelf, b'lit when they heard that it went on and profpereti; 
they were angry at the Jews for being ib huftv to pufli the work forward, 
and angry at themfelves for being fo How in oppolihg it, vdr. 4.t/(cy were 
very wroth. Curfed be their anger, fur it was fierce, and their wratlnjhr it 
was cruel. Nothing would.fervfc but they would Jight againjl JerufaJem, 
ver. 8. "Why, what quarrel had they with the Jews? had they done them 
an? wrong > or did they defign them any ? No, they lived peaceably by them; 
bunt was merely out of envy and malice; they hated the Jews pietv, und 
were therelore vexed at their profperity, and fought their ruin. Oblerve, 
{ Vvi° W un . ani,1,ous tl,e y were; They confpired all 'c \f 'them together , though, 
ot different interefts among trjemfelves, ye t one in their oppofition to the 
Zr S? d " Howclofe they were; they faid, theyflialt not know, nci- 
therjee, till we have them at our mercy. Thus they took crafty counfel* and 
digged deep to hide ,t from the Lord, and promifed them felves fecurity and 
iuccefs from the fecrecy of their management; (3:) How cruel they were : 
we will comeandjlay them. If nothing lefs than the murder of the workmen 
will put a ftop to the work, they will not flick at that ; nay, is their 
blood they thirft for, and they are glad of any pretence to glut themfelves 
with it. ( l.) What the dehgn was, and how confident tlifey were of fuccefs- 

imSF t0 4f Uj \ - h A ™ rk t0 c cenfc i Ver % 1 * " and tIlU the y doubted not but to* 
•V u ? mdBnn >* of good work is that which bad men aim at and 

pr «"Vli? th .?5 ofo,ves > but good wprk is God's work; and it mall prolper. 

9 ; Thcdircoiiragfements whrehthe builders themfelves laboured under. 
At the fame time when the adverfaries faid, Let us caufe the work to ceafe • 
Judahfaid, J^et us even let it fall, for we are not ablfe tbgo forward with 
it, wr. lOi They reprefent the labourers tired off their legs, arid the re- 
maining difficulties inoperable, even bf that fir'ft part of their work the 
removing of the rubbifli, and therefore think it advifeable todefift for the 
prelent; Can J uduh, that warlike valiant tribe, fneak thus ? Active lead- 
ing men have many times as much ado to grapple with the fears of their 
friends, as with the terrors bf their enemies? 

m, T !!. e i " , ' on, ^. tion ,,mt w r as b «»ff1»t to Nehemiah of .the enemies de- 



the half of my feryants wrought in the work, and the 
other half of them held both the i pears, the ihieids,and 
the bows, and the habergeons ; and the rulers xcere be- 

™" A ». e . °* J 4 dah ; 17 * T he Y which budded 

thole 



on the wall, and they that bear burdens, with 
that Jaded, every one with one of his hands wrou- 



ght in 



• the work, and with the other hand held a weap oti . is. 
i £ or the builders, every one had his fword girded by his 
hde, and so budded ; and he that founded the; trumpet 
was by me 19. jf And I laid unto thenobles and to the 
rulers, and to the reit of the people, The work w great 
and large and we are feparated upon the wall, one far 
troni another. 20. In what place therefore ye hear the 
i? °M t Ji ie , trum Pet, refort ye thither unto us : our 
Godfliall fight for us. 21 . So we laboured in the work ; 
arid half of them held the fpears, from the riling of 
the morning till the liars appeared. 22. Likewile at 

th > e J a }V e } ime > faid I unto the people, Let every one 
with his iervant lodge within Jemtalem; that in the 
night they may be a guard to. us, and labour on the 
clay. 23. bo neither Ii nor my brethren, nor my fer- 
vants, iior the men of the guard which followed me, 
none of us put off our clothes, saving that every one 
put them off for walhing. 

"Vyiisn the builders had fo far reufon to fclmik the defign of the enemies 
broken, as to return to their work, yet they we/e not lb fee me as to Imr 
down their arms, knowing how reftlefs, and unwearied they were in their 
attempts, and it one deli-n failed they would he hatching another. Tims 
mud we watch always ngamft our fpiritual enemies, and nbt expea that 
our warfare Will be aecomphflied till our work is. See what courfe Noho 
miah obk that the people might hold themfelves in reudinels, in eafc 
there ihould be an attack; 

1. While one half was at wrtrk, the other half itas under their anus. 



"'-"••^ ;» ouuumguu- wan, yet Jiavmg by tl>eir fituat onopnortunitv to 

they came L^^^t ^ ^^h^fflS I ^SA^ISSSa ?K JiS* *» ^ 

peatin- ,t as men in eanielr, qnd un ; der a concern, and the report was con- 



II r uuuii me nnt amrm,tcr. 10. And it is pro liable. 

they changed fervices at fnch and fuch hours,which would relieve th« fa- 
!? i and P artlcu,arl y wouW bean ealeto the hearers of burdens 

ore 

and the fpears, are faid to icorA' tcz/A 0 «<./ lim rf, and held their weapons wv/a 

fnl^^ 

isdcZtl l\ n LZl Q SSS^J^lS^fi alk °* lt '> which I P Io >' ed V n bo . th - Th u us r a we work out ««r fuh-ation with the Mromrw^ 

m,n«n#« r f ,n ° Cr r"^ f ° r . m uv - ry dut y we muft «P^tto meet with 
oppofition f om our fp.ritual encm.es againll whom we mult ftill beAri*- 
wig- Me good fight of faith, J * 

• m* E t v f r 3' Guilder had a fword by his fide, vcr. Is. that he could cam- 

^h.ch we ought to have always at hand, and never to feek, both h ou^ 
rabours, and In obr conflias as chriftians. 



isdcligned to intimate, that they gave thisintelligence as men out o? brfeath 
.ind 111 confufion, whole very looks would make up the deficiencies of their 
words. I think it may be read without any fupply, xehateter.pl ace ye turn 



cold and leeble J ewa that contentedly dwell by them, mall be madeto ferve 
as fpies upon them ; nay, rather than fail, aitird of the air JJiall cam/ their 
voice. J 9 



4. The pious and prudent methods which Nehemiah hereupon took to 
baffle the dehgn, and to feevre his work and workmen ; it is find, per. J 4. I tioh of danger. The work was large, 'iur^l^^K!^\^M^ 
h^^^hl}^^. 1 ^ God for him, and put himfelf and | "> a H part/of the wall they wereVbourin^ 'at "he laU^^etu^ 



» * r» — -v. ....... «.,u |jui hiiuiuh una 

Ji i mm U " i d,vu,e P«>t««ion, »en 9. a-e made our prayer unto our 
Gotf. I hat was the way of this good man, and mould be our wav ; all his 
cares, all his, griefs, all his fears, he fpread before God, and thereby made 
himlell enfy. This was the firft thing he did ; before he ufed any means 
he made his prayer to God, for with him we muft always begin, (a.) He 
looked about him. Having prayed, befit a watch againjl them. The in- 
ftructious Chnft has given us in our fpiritual warfare, agree with this ex- 
ample, Matt, xx vi. 41. Watch and pray. If we think to fecureourfelves by 
prayer only, without watchfulnefs, we are flothful, and tempt God. If by 
watehfulnefs, without prayer, we are proud, and flight God; and either 
way we forfeit his protection. 

Obferve, (1.) How he. pofted the guards, vcr. 13. In the lower places 
he fet them behind the wa.U, tjiat they might annoy the enemy over it, a3 
a breaft-work : but in the higher places, where the wall was raifed to its full 
height, he fet thcin upon it, that from the top of itthey might throw down 
ftones or darts upon the heads of theufiailnnts ; fcefet them after their fa- 
milies, that mutual rehition might engage them to mutual afliftanee. (»'.) 
How he animated and encouraged them, ver. 14. He ob&rved even the 
iiobles and rulers themfelves, aswellas the reft of the people, to be under a 
great confternation upon the intelligence that was brought them, and ready 
to fay they were all undone, by which their hands were weakened both 
for work and war, aud therefore he endeavours, to filence their fears • 
Come (faith he) be not t tf raid of them, but behave you rfel ves valiantly* 
confidering, (I.) Who you light under; you cannot have a better captain! 
remember the Lord who is-great and terrible; you think your enemies great 
aud terrible, but what are they in companion with God, efpecially in op- 
pofition to him ? he is great above them to control them, and will be ter- 
rible to them when he comes to reckon with them. Thofe that with an 
eye of faith fee the churches God great and terrible, will fee the church's 
enemies mean and defpicable. The reigning fear of God is the beft anti- 
dote againft the enfnaring fear of man. He that is afraid of a man that/hall 
die, forgets.rAe Lord his maker, Ifa. li. 12, 13. : (2.) Who you fight for, 
you cannot havdu better cuufe, you fight for your brethren, (Pfal. exxii. 
S.) your fons and your daughters. All that is dear to you in this world 
lies at (lake, ! thereto re behave, yaurf elves valiantly. , 

5..The happy difappointinent which this gave to ,the enemy, ver. 15. 
When they, tound their defign was difcovered, and tftatthe Jews were up- 
o'n their guard, they concluded it was to no purpofe to atteroptanv thin? , 
but that God had brought their counfel to nought. They knew they couki 
not gain their point but by furprife, and if their plot was known, it was 
quaftied; The Jews hereupon i returned every one to hiswork with fa much 
the more cIieuiTulnels, becaufe they faw plainly that God owned it, aud 
owned them rn the doing ot it* Note, God's cure of ourfafetv fbould en** 
giigeund encounige.us tb go on with; vigour in our duty* As foon as ever a 
-danger }a over, let us return fa our work, and truft Godt another time. 

. . 16. And it came to pafs from that] time forth, that 



or 



..... -™„ — uuwouiu ioon mve notice to all, -and thev 

muft immediately repair to him with a full uflurancc that their God wouS 

rJ&Z A fS: VL 7; J \!?' > \' hen tl,e >' ^ as workmen, it wa, re- 
I quiOte they ftould be dilperfed wherever there was work todo ; hut when 

in a Sd? 1 Th 9 r T lC n!}^ ? ,0uld C °- Ule int ° C, ° fc tt » fJ b « A""* 

m a body. Thus mould the labourers in Chriil's building be ready to 

unite againft a common foe. b ' 

i 4 ' T . h ^ ™ h 7 bi * nnt * of tllli vM*Scs were ordered to lodge within Jerufa- 
ItZlZ *u fe . rvtt,,t 1 8 « » ot °»[y that they might be the nearer to their 

iZoL- C m ?™! n *' but t,m if h «y «igl't be ready to help in cafe ofaa 
attack in the n.ght, ver. «a. The ftrength of a city lies more in its hands 

T KAhS^^^ 6 "! a " d ^ od * s U f ffi-IT "r>»° them, and be fecurc. 
5.. INehemiah himle f, and all his men, kept clofe to their btifinefs. The 
fpears were held up with the Hght of them to terrify the enemy, not onlr 
Irom fun o fun, but from twilight to twilight every day, ver. SI, Thus 

nn£ iTh ° *f rJ aj £ gUi l rd a ^ tt{i flUr W«l enemies, not 

J? \L { 1 E e l " l !§ ht ^ Ut ; hen ?/ " darf ^ ,or the v the rulers 

of the darknejs ft '"world. Nay, fo very intent was Nehemiah upon his 

work, and lo fait did he ho d his fervants to it, that vhile the heat of the 

went into bed, but 

cs ery night lay and llept in their clothes, vcr. «3. except that they ih fted 

nZ^V" *?» *l? ^ u P clwnM «ft. or iu a of ceremonial poU 
„n ««d -«,nt?« a i g r U r h ? ar J w , as U P°» t,ieir «ork, when they could 
not find tune to drefs and undrefs, but refolved they would be atoll times 

ready for lervice Then good work is likely to go on fucccfifnlly, when 
thole that labour m it thus make a hulinesw of it. 



C H A P. V. 

How bravely Nehemiah, as a wifi and faithful governor, flood tmon 
his guard againjl the attacks of enemies* ab/oad,%e read in the S£ 
going chapter. Here we have him no hfs bold and aclive to redrcTs 
grievances at home, and having kept them from being dHiroifcd 

if mT ThTln'^ '- k f eP S'T / r ° m Wny'fS one another. Here 
ts, (l.) The complaint which the poor mad/ to him, of the grcnt 

hardjhips which the rich (of whom they were forced to borrow monn/J 
put upon them, ver. 1—5. (2.) The effectual' courfc which Neh% 
mtalt took both to reform the opprtfors, and to relieve the opprejjed, 

? e /:/- 13 ; W-jP* 8»od example which he himfelf Z g?v/nor. 
fet them of compajjion and tendemejs, ver. 14— -1Q. 6 * 

lm A there was a great ciy of the people, and of 
XX their wives, againft their brethren theJews. 2. 

k or there were that laid, We, ourlbns, and ourdaugh.- 

ters 




CHAP. V. 



NEHEMIAH. 



Chap. V. 



ters are many: therefore we take up corn for t/icm, that 
we may eat and live. 3. Some alio there were that laid, 
We have mortgaged our Jands, vineyards, and houfes, 
that we might buy corn, becaufe of the dearth. 4. 
There were alfo faid, We have borrowed money for 
the king's tribute, and that upon our lands and vine- 
yards. 5. Yet now our flefh is as the fleih of our bre- 
thren, our children as their children, and lo, we bring 
into bondage our fbns and our daughters, to be ier- 
vants, and some of our daughters are brought unto 
bondage already, neither is it in our power to redeem 
them : for other men have our lands and vineyards. 

We have here the tears of the opprefled, which Solomon confidered, 
Ecclef. iv. 1* And let u» confider them as here they are dropped before 
IVeheiruah, whofe office it was, as governor, to deliver the poor and needy 
and rid them out of the hand of the wicked opprefiors, PfaL Ixxxii. 4. Hard 
times and hard hearts made the poor iniferable* 

1. The times they lived iu were hard. There was a dearth of corn, wr. 
3. probably lor wuut of rain, with which God had chaftifed their negleft 
of his houfe* Hag. u 11, and the non-payment of thiiir church-dues, iSlaL 
\\u 9, 10. Thus* foolifli iixxiwX men bring God's judgments upon them- 
ieives, and then fret and cDinpfcuu of thein. When the markets are high, 
and proviiions fcurce and dear, the ptior Coon feel from it, and are pinch- 
ed by it. Blefled be God for the mercy; aUd God deliver us from the (in 
mi* fit llnefs <if bread, Ezek. xvu 4$. That which made the fearcity here 
complained of the more grievous, was, thtitthulr jbus und their daughter* 
were manrfi ver. 2. The families that were rnblt neceffitous were inoft nu- 
merous ; here were the mouths, hut where was the meat ? Some have cf- 
tates and no children to inherit them, fathers have children and no eftates 
to leave them ; thole that have both have reafon to be thankful i thofe 
that have neither may the better be content; thofe who have great fami- 
lies and Jittle fubftauce, mult leufri to live by faith in God's providence 



Reftore, I pray you, to them even t his day, their lands* 
their vineyards, their olive-yards, and their houfes* 
alfo the hundredth par t of the money, and of thecorn^ 
the wine and the oil, that ye exadt of theni. 12. Then 
laid they, We will reftore them\ and will require no- 
thing of them ; fo will we do as thou fayeft. Then I 
called thepriefts, and took an oath of them, that they 
ihould do according to this promife. 13. Alfo i fhodk 
my lap, and laid, So God fhake out every man from 
his houfe, and from his labour, that performeth not 
this promife, even thus be he fhaken out, and emptied. 
And all the congregation faid, Amen, and praifed the 
LORD . And the people did according to this promife; 

* 

It fhould feem the foregoing- complaint was made to Nehemiah, at the 
time when he had his head and hands as full as poilible of the public bu- 
fi.iefc ahout building the wall ;, yet perceiving it tobejuft, he did not 
rejeel it becaufe it was unfeaibnable : did not chide the petitioners, nor, 
full into a paftion with him for dirturbiu<£ him, when they law how much 
he had to do ; a fault which men of bufmefs are too often guilty of : no, 




ver. 4. This mark of their captivity ftill remained upon them. I'erhaps 
it tvu.<a poll-money that was required, and then their Tons and their daugh- 
ters being many, it rofe the higher. The more they had to maintain (a 
hard cafe !) the more they had to pay. Now itfeems they had not where- 
withal of their own to buy corn and pay taxes, but were neeeflitated to 
bonow. Their families came poor out of- Babylon, they had been at 
great ex pence in building them houfes, and had not yet, as we fay, got 
itp their backs, when thelenew burdens cat lie upon them. The ft raits of 
poor houfekcepcrs that make hard fhift to get an honeft livelihood, and 
lbmctimes wont what i.s fitting* lor them and their families, are. well wor- 
thy the companionate couiideration of thofe, that either with their wealth, 
or with their power, are in a capacity to help them. 

2. The perfons they dealt with were hard. Money tnuft be had, but it 
mutt be borrowed, uud they that lent thein money, taking udvautage of 
their necelHty, were very hard upon them, and made n prey of-tliem., (l.) 
They exacted interelt from them, at twelve per cent, the hundredth par 
every month, aer. 12* If men borrow large funis to trade with to iiicreafi 



rt 

e 



their ftocks, or purehafe bud, there is no reafon but the lender fhould 
fliare with the borrower in his profit, or if to fpend upon their lufts, or re- 
pair what they have fo 1 petit, why fhould not they pay for their extrava- 
gancies I lint if the poor borrow to maintain their families, and we are 
able to help them, it is certain we ought either to lend freely what they 
have oc cation for, or (if they be not likely to repay it) to give freely iome- 
thing towards it. Nay, (2.) They forced them to mortgage to them their 
lauds and houfes for die fecurity of the money, ver. ;J. and not only fo, 
but look the prolits of them for interelt, .{ver. 8. compare ver. 11.) that 




that which touched them in a tender part, and aggravate it with this, our 
children are as their children, as dear to us as theirs are to them ; not only 
of the fame human nature, and intitlcd to 'the honours and liberties of 
that, {Mat. ii. 10. Jab xxxi. 15.) but of the fame holy nation, free-born 
Ifraelites, and dignified with the fame privileges. Ourflefh carries in.it 
the facred feal of the covenant of circumciuou, as well asthcjlcjh of our . 
brethren, yet our heirs mult be their Haves, and it is not in our power to 
redeem them. Thin they make a humble remonftrance of to 1 Nehemiah, 
not only becaufe they faw he was a great man that could relieve them, 
but a good man that would. Whither fhould the injured poor flee for 
fuccour but to the Jhiclds of the earth? whither but to the chancery, to 
the charity in the royal breaft, and thofe deputed by it, for relief ugainft 
lUieJwnmumjns, the Extremity of the law ? ^ • t'- • • 

We will leave Nehemiah hearing the complaint, and inquiring into the 
truth of the complainants allegations (for the clamours of the poor are not 



in our prayers and fuccours them that are burdened, as burdened with 
thera. (2.) With a gracious indignation at the oppreflbrs^ and envy a- 
guiuft their pride aud cruelty, who drink the tears, the blood of. thofe 
they have under their feet. But let thofe who (hew no mercy, expeftjW#- 
?ncnt without mercy. It was an aggravation of the iin of thefe oppreffing 
Jews, that they were thein ieives fo lately delivered out of thehonfe of bond- 
age, which obliged them in gratitude to undo the heavy burden, Ifa. lviii. 6. 

6. 1T And I was very angry, when I heard their cry, 
and theie wbrds. 7. Then 1 consulted with myfelf, and 
I rebuked the nobles and the rulers, and faid unto theiji, 
You exa<ft ufury every one of his brother. And I iet a 
tfreatailembly a^ainlt them . 8. And 1 faid unto them, 
We, afterour ability, have redeemed our brethren the 
Jews, zc/iich xvere fold unto the lieathen ; . and wilt ye 
even fell your brethren? or ftiallthey be fold unto us> 
Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer. 
9. Alfo I faid, It is not good that ye do ; ought 3-e not 
to walk in the fear of our God, becaufe of the reproach 
of the heathen our enemies ? 10. I like wife, and my 



nor did he fo much as adjourn the hearing of the cuufes or proceedings up- 
on it till he hud more leifure. The cafe called for fpeedy iuterpofat, aud 
therefore he applied himfelf immediately to the conllderation of it, know- 
ing, that let him build J ernful em's walls never fo high, I'd thick; fo llrdng, 
the city could no be fafe while fnch nbufes as thefe were tolerated." 

Noiv obferve, What method he took for the redrefs of this grievance, 
which was fo threatening to the public. 

1. lie teas very angry, ver. G. he exprefTed a great difplcafnre at it, as 
a very ill thing. Note, It well becomes rulers to fliew tbcmfelves angry dt 
Iin, that by the anger itfelf they may be excited to their duty, and by the 
expreffions of it others may be deterred from ill. 

2. He coiij'ulted with hinifvlf, ver. 7- By this it appears his anger was 
not exceilive, but kept within bounds, that though hisfpiritwas provoked, 
he did Hot fay or do any thing unudvifcdly. }Jefore he rebuked the no- 
bles, he couf ulted with himl'etf what to fay, and when, and how. Note, 
Reproofs mull he given with great couiideration, and what is well meant 
may not comefliort of its end, for want of being well managed ; It is the 
reproof 'ttf inJlrucVton that giveth life. Even wife men lofe the benefit of 
their wildom loinetmies for want of coufulting with themfelves, and tak- 
ing time to deliberate* 

J. He rebuked the nobles and rulers, who were the monied men, and whofe 
power perhaps made them the more bold to opprefs; Note, Even nobles 
and rulers, if they do that which is ill, ought to be told of it by proper 
perfons. Let no man imagiue that his dignity lets him above reproof. 

4. i La Jet a great aQ'embly againfi them, called the people together to be 
witnelfes of what he faid, and to bear their teftimony (which the people 
will generally be forward to do) aguinft the opprefllons and extortions their 
rulers were guilty of, . Ezra and Nehemiah were both of them very wife, 
good, ufeful men, yet in cafes not . unlike there was a great deal of dif- 
ference between their management; when Ezra was torn of tne iiii of the 
rulers in marrying ft range wives, he rent his clothes, and wept, and pray- 
ed, and was hardly perfuaded to attempt a reformation, fearing it imprac- 
ticable, for he was a man of a. mild tender ipirit* When Nehemiah was 
told of us ill a thing, he wanned prefently, fell foul upon the delinquents, 
ineeufed the people ngainft. them*, and never refted till by all the rough- 
methods he could ufe, he forced them to reform ; for he was a man. of a. 
hot aud eager fpirit. Note, 1. Very holy men may differ much from each., 
other in their natural tern ucr, and in other things that refult from it: 2. 
God's work may be done, well done, and fuccefsfully, and yet different 
methods taken iu doing of it ; which is a good reafon why we fhould neither 
nrraign others management, uor make our own a ftundard. There aredi- 
vcrfitieti of operation, but the fame Spirit. 

5. He fairly reafoued the cafe with them, and flicwcd them the evil of 
what they did; the regular way of reforming men's lives, is to endeavour 
in the lirit place to convince their confcicnces. Several things he offered 
to their couiideration, which are fo pertinent and juft, that it appeared he 
had confulted with him fell'. He lays it before them, (l.) That thofe whom 
they opprefled were their brethren, you exact everyone of his brother; it 
was bad enough to opprefs ft rangers, but much worfe to oppref* their poor 
brethren, from whom the divine law did not allow them to take anyujuty % 
Dent, xxiii. 19, 2u. (2) That they were but lately redeemed out of the. 
hand qj' the heathen: the body of the people wasfo by the wonderful pro- 
videuce of God : fome particular perfons umonj£ them were fo,, who be- 
fides.their fhare in the general captivity, were in fervitude to -heathen 
mafters, and ranforaed at the charge of JJehemiah and other pious and- 
weU 7 dirpofed perfons ; now, faith he, have, we taken all this pains to get 
their liberty out of the hands of the heathen, aud (hull; their own rulers 
enfluve them ? What an abfurd thing is this L Mull we be at. the fame trou- 
ble and expence to redeem thera from you, as. we were. to redeem them 
from Babylon ? ver. 8. Thofe whom God by his grace has made free, ought 
not to he again brought under a yoke of bondage, Gal. v. 1, 1 Cor. vii. tJ3. 
(3.),Xhut'it was a great fin thus to' opprefs the poor, tier. 0. It is not good, 
that ye do* though you get money by it» you contracl: guilt by it, and 
ought ye not: to., walk in the fear of God? . Certainly you ought* for you, 
profefs religion, and relation to him ; and if yon do,. you wilt not be either 
covetous of worldly gain,- or cruel towards your brethren. They that walk, 
iu the fear of God. will not dare to do an ill thing, Job XX3U.13, .14»23. 




loly.religiou. They will be glad of any occafion , ,to; , fpeak 
againftus, and this will give them great occofion;,. they will fay, tuefe 
Jews that profefsfo much devotion to God ; fee how barbarous they, are 
one to another. Note, 1. All that profefc. religion fhould be very careful 
that they .do nothing to expofe tliemfelves to the reproach of ; them .that 
are' without, left religion be wounded through their lid es. 2. Nothing ex* 
pofes religion more to the reproach, of its enemies, than the. worldhuefs 
and hard-heortednfs of the profeffors of it. (5-> That he hijufeff hadfet 
them a better example, ver. 10. which heenlar^eth upon afterwacdsv ver* 
14, Sfc. They that rigoroufly infift upon their right them reives, will .with 
a very ill grace per fund e others to recede from theirs. 

6. He earneftly prefled ^hem iaot only not. to make their poor neighbours 
any more fuch hard bargains,. but. to reftore.that wluca they had got into 
their lianas, ver. 1 1. See how familiarly he fpeuks to them, Let us leave 
off this ufury 9 putting hirafelf in, as become reprovers, though far from be-- 
iug any way guilty of. the crime- See how earneftly and yet humbly he pet* 
fuades them, I pray you leave off; and I pray. you reftore ; though he had: 



brethren, and ray lervants might'exadk of them money! authority to command, yetybr love's fake he rather befeeches. See how par- 
allel corn; I pray you let US leave off this uiUiy. 11 . | ticularly he preOeth tbem to lie kind to the poor, give them up their mort- 
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ages, put them again in uoflefliou of their eft atcs, remit the vatcreft, and \ 
give them time to pay in the principal. He urged them to the iofs, vet 
urging them to their duty, it would bejit length to their ad vantage. What 
we charitably forgive will be remembered and rccomn eu fed, as well as 
what we charitably give. 

• 7. He laid them under all the obligations poflible to do what he preffed 
them 'to. (I.) He got a.promife tram them, err. \ i. tVa toillrefiore them. 
(*.) Fie fent for the priefts to give them their outh, that they would per- 
form this promife; now their couvicYwma ueve lUoo<<, aud they fecmed ve- 
folved, he would keep them to it. (3.) He bound them by a folemn eurfe 
or execration, hoping thatwoufdftvike fotne awe upon them, So let God 
f hake out every ntan that performed not this promife, ver. 13. This wus 
a thieateniug that he Would certauvly do (b,to which the ucaota Caul Ameu, 
us to thofe curfes at mount Ebal', Vent, xxvii. That their throats might 
be cut -with' their -own tongue*, if they ihbuld falfify their engagement 
and, that by the dread of that they might be kept to their promife ; with 
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vi that came to him unon buTmed; and he had plentiful provVtVoiis i' jc 
lis gueJts, bed', and mutton, and fowl, and ill foils of wine. l*et thoiV: i;t 
public places remember that they were preferred to do go<td, and not t-f 
enrich thuinfelvcs, an<l let letter people' leara to uje hajhitulity one to an- 
other without grudging^ \ Pet. i\. i). 

Lnftly, He concludes vvith a prayer, ver* 19. Think upon wc my ft ltd, 
for good. (1.) Nehemiah here mentions what he had done Jot this people* 



this Ame 
with re^ 

tliankfulnefs. Thus David when he took Goda vows upon him, Jung and 
gavepraifc, Pfal. Hi. 1«. This here was well, but that which follows was 
better ; they didaccordhtg to this promife, and (lack to what they had done, 
not as their unceftors in a like cafe, who re*enflaved thofe whom a little 
before they had relenfed,,A?r. xxxiv. 10, II, 18. Good promifes are good 
things, but good performances are ull in all. 

, 14. ^ Moreover from the time that I was appointed 
to be their governor in the land of Jtulah, from the 
twentieth year, even unto the two and thirtieth yeav 
of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years* 1 and my 
brethren have not eaten the bread of thegoveraor. \5. 
But the former governors tXwXhadliccn before me, were 
chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them 
bread and wine, belide forty lhekeis of filver: yea even 
their fervants bare rule over the people : but fo did 
jiot I, becaufe of the fear of God. 16*. Yea, alio 1 
continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we 
any land: and all my fervants tcere gathered thither 
unto the work. 17. Moreover, there were at my table 
an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, befides 
thofe that came unto us from among the heathen that 
are about us> 1ft. Now that which was prepared./*?/* me 
daily, was one ox, and fix- choice fheep : alfo fowls were 
prepared for me, and once in ten days ftore of all -forts 
of wine: yet tbvaU tins required not I the bread of the 
governor, becaufe the bondage was heavy upon this 

people 19- Think upon me, my God, for good, 
cording to aU that 1 have done fot this people. 

* 

- Nehemiah had mentioned his own practice as an inducement to the no- 
bles not to burden the p<v»r, no not with juft demands ; but he relates more 
particularly what his practice was, not in pride or vain-glory, or to pafs a 
compliment upon himfelf, but as an inducement both to his fuccellbrs, 
and to the inferior ruagiftrates, to be as tender as might be of the peoples 
eufe. 

• I. Hii intimates what had been the way of his predecefTors, vcr. 15. lie 
doth not name them, becaufe what he had to fay of them was not to their 
honour, and in fuch a cafe it is good to fpare names ; but the people knew 
how chargeable they had been, and how dear thecouatry paid fot aU the, 
benefit ol their government. The government allows them forty flukela 
of Hlver, which was near live pounds, fo much a day (it is probable ;) but 
betides that they obliged the people to furnifh them with bread and wine, 
infntiug upon it as per \uUUea of their oRlcc, aiul not ouly fo, bat they 
fullered thi'ir fervants to fijuecze the people, and to get ull they could out 
of them. Note, 1. It is no new thin«j, for thofe who are in public places to 
feek them lei ves move than the public welfare, nay, and to ferns themfelves 
upon the public lofs. -2. 'Mailers mutt be accountable (be all the a#*oC 
fraud and injuflice, violence and oppreflion, which they connive ot in 
their fervants. 

il.'Ue tells us what had been hi* way. In general, he hod not done as 
the former governors did, he would not, Uc durft not, becavfe of the fear 
of 'God* He had an awe of Uod's mnjrfty and a dread of his wrath. And, 
{!•) That reftiained him from oppreilirig the people; thofe that truly fear 
God, will not dare to do anything cruel or unjulr. It was purely that 
which reftiained him: he was thus generous, aot that lie might have ittaifc 
of men, or ferve a turn by hit* inter eft in the people, but purely for con- 
ference fake, becaufe of the fear of God; that will not only be a powerful, 
but an acceptable principle both ofjuftice and charity. What a good hand 
his prcdeceflors made of their place, appeared by the e (rates they ra\Ced, 
but Nehemiah for his purl got nothing, but the fmisfuAion of doing good, 
neither bought we any land, vcr, io*. Say not then he was an ill hufband, 
but that lie was a good governor, who aimed uot to feather' his owa neft. 



* / ' ™ — ■ " — w »" i s — 

u prides boaUiny; oi* himi'elT, nor in puiliou, \\* upIiruiUiuj^tliCHif :ior 

it uy^wnt tU;\t Uc \ym\ occution to tlo \t in \w u*vu viw^VicaUou, as Paul 

hmi to relate his liki; lelf-denying Lemiurnels of the Coiiuthians, b\it to 
ill a me the rulers out of their oppreflioos ; let them I«am of him lo be 
neither greedy in their demand*, nor paltry in tlioir cxpcnceH, and iIk-u 
tUtsy weuUi Unve tlic credit and comfort oVit as he had. (-2-) lie mentions 
ittoGod^ in prayer, not is if he thought lie had thereby merited any fa- 
vour from God, as a debt, but to {hew that lie looked not for anv recotn- 
pe 

up 
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it .by the .dread of that they micht be kept to their promife; with pence of hia yenerofiry from men, hut depeiided \ipou Go<l not to make 
tien the people praifed the Lorat fo far were they C«Ma pranvvfvatf I O-p to hvm\ w(\;vt he hud 'oft una laid out fur his honour; and he reckoned 
gret that they promifed with all poflTible expretlions of joy and I the fuvoilr of God reward enough; if God do but think upon mo for good* 
llnefs* Thus David when he took God's vows unonhint, /unw and I J have enough. IJ»b thoUrrhts to us-ward are our Imnninefs, P/itl. si. 5. lie 




give •man 10 rcccicr, oo. anu ovierve nere, 

h^miah received of what he might have required, he 
governor, but he did not eat the bread of the governor, ver. 14. did not re- 
quire it, orr. 18. So far wa* he from extorting more than hU due, that Ue 
ne^*er demanded thut^ but lived upon what he had got in the king of Por- 
fia's court, and his own eftate in Judea; aud the realbn he gives for this 
piece of felf-denial is,' becaufe 'the "bondage xcas heavy upon the people. He 
might h*vcafed- the common excufe for rigour ui fuch cafes, tUatit would 
be wron^'to his fucceflbrs not to demand his dues; but let them look to 
themfelves, heconfidere the prefentftateoftheJews^arid while they groan- 
ed under fo much hardthip, he could not find in his heart lo add to their 
burcWn, but would rather leflbahis own eftate than rata them. Note, la 
our demands we muft confider not only thejirfticeof them, but the ability 
of 'thdfe ou whom we muke them; where tiiere is nothing to be had, we 
know not who lofes.his right; (0.) How much he gave, -which he mijjht 
have withheld. 1; Whfervnnts ujorA-,vei'. l<J. Thcfcrvautsof aciacesUvvaU 
themfelves^ excufmi from labour, but Nehemiuh'a ferrunts, by his order no 
doubt, vfeY&atl gathered to the toark. Thofe that have many fervants, fhouid 
contrive how' they may do good -with .thorn, urid keep them well employed. 
2, His oien"th*at, ver« 17* i 8* He kept a very good table* uot ou certain 
days, but conftuntly; he had.many honourable gu efts, ntleaft one hundred 
and fifty of his own countrymen; perfons of the firft rank, befides ft ran -jr- 
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if uveufotget me, let my God think on tuc, 'dud I delirc no more 

C H. A P. VI. 

The cities nf opprqffi'd poverty being JiiUcdy tve arc noxo io inquire ho» 
the building of the wall goes Jbr ward 3 and hi this chapter xvcjtnd i£ 
tarried an with vigour $ and Jinijhcd with joy, u elicit hjhndzug the 
rejUefs attempts of the ffntc* of hell to lander it. £Ioiv the Jcic? 
enemies were Unfiled in their design to put a flap to it by force* im 
read 6efbre 9 chap, iv. Here ice ynd haio their endeavours to drive 
Nehemiah off from it tverc frujhated. (l.) JVhen they emitted him U 
<ih interview* xcith design to do him a mifiiiicf, he -would wtjiir% 
ver. 1 — 4. (-2.) When they would have mdtlc lum believe his under* 
taking xcas reprefenled as J editions and treafona&lc, he regarded r.oi 
the insinuation* ver. 5-— [2.) TFtun they hired pretended 
phets to atlvije him to retire Uito the temple fir his <uv» fufHy* JiiUbc 
kept his ground* sew J 0- — 14. (4.) JVottcithf landing /'v j' zrfit cur* 
rtfpondenee that was kept up between thetn and fhtnv falfc and trrtin 
clierotts J civs* the work was Jini/hed in ajhtxrt timet v<u*« 15 — 
Suctt as tUi fe were the Jhvgglcs between the church and its c..^ 
viicsy Out great is God's eanfe 9 and will be profpervus and viciw* 

rious. 

1 -^1^)^ ^ came to pa& s ivhen Sanballat, an J To* 
X\ biah, and Gelhcm the Arabian, and thcTeit of 
our enemies heard that I bad builded the wall, and 
that thercwas no breach ieft therein; (though at thai 
time I had not let up the doors upon the gates) s. 
That ban ball at and Gelhem. lent unto me,, faying, 
Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages 
in the plain of Ono : but th^ thought to do me mil- 
chief. 3. And I fent mellengers unto them, iayiug, T 
«wdoiiig a great work, io that I caunrft come dowiii 
why fliouldthe work ceale, whilit 1 leave it, and come 
down to you? 4. Yet they j lent unto me four times 
after this fort; and I aufwered after the lame manner. 

5. Then fent Sanballat his fervant unto me, in like 
manner, the fifth time, with an open letter in his hand : 

6. Wherein aw written ; It is reported anions the hea- 
then, and Galhmu faith it, that thou and the Jews 
think to rebel : for which caule thou buildeft the wall, 
that thou mayeft be their king according to thole 
words. 7. And thou hailaUb appointed prophets to 
preach of thee at Jerulalem, laying, There h a king hi 
Jutlah: and now fliall it be reported to the king ac- 
cor din g to thefe w o rds ► C ome no w , the rc f o re , au d let 
us take counlel together. 8. Then I lent unto him, 
laying, There are no fuch things done as thou fayeli, 
but thou leigneft them out of tliine own heart. 9~. For 
they all made us afraid, laying, their hands fliall be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. Now 
therefore, O God y ftrengthen my hands. 

Two plots upnn Nehemiah we have here an account of; how euimingTr 
they were laid by his enemies, and how happily fruOrated by God'd yoc<l 
pTOV>t\ence^ aud \u» prudence- 

I. A plot to trepan him into a fnarc. The enemieshad an account of "the 
good Ibrwardnefs the work was in, that all the breaches of the walls were 
made up, fo that they looked upon itas good as done ; though ut thut time 
tV^e doors of the gates were off the hinges, ver. 1 . And therefore they mull 
now or never by one bold ftroke take off Nehexniuh ; they heard how welt 
guarded he was, fo that there was no attacking- him upon the fpot, they will 
therefore try by all the arts of wheedling to «et hira amonjrthem. OWcrvc, 
\\.) WrtU what he\\\(h fubtiUy they cou»*tcd him ^o meet them, not in any 
city, left they fhould have given umbrage to Jufpeft that they intended to 
fecure him, but in a village in the lot of ttenja m in, come let us meet together 
to confult about the common iuterefts of our provinces ; or they would have 
\y\\x% \hftt t\iey coveted his fri<»ndfl\ip, and would be glad to be better 
acquainted with him, in order to a good underftanding between them, vend 
the fettling a good correfpondence. But they thought todo him a mifchief; 
it is likely lie had fome fecret intelligence, given him, that they designed 
\o impruon oY tnutder him ; or, he knew them fo jvcll, that without breach 
of charity he concluded they aimed at his life, and therefore when they 
jpokefair 9 he believed them fiot J (2.) Sec with what heave ulyVifdom he de- 
clined the motion. His God did inflniel him, to give them that prudent 
awfwer by meffengers of his own, / a»n doiug a great vcork, am very bufy v 
and am loth to let the work {land ftill while I leave it to eome down to you r 
ver. 3. His care was that the work might not ceofe, he knew it would if 
he- 1 eft it never fo little, and why Jhould it ceafe white I come doxen to you ? 
He faith nothing oi Viiftjealouhes, nor reproucheth them for their treuche^ 
rous defign, but gives them a good renfon, and one of the true reafons why 
he would not come. Compliment rauft ulways give way s to buGnefi. Let 

thofe 
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thole that tire tempted to idle merry meetings by their vairt companions, 
thus uijfWer the temptation, wc have work to do, and muft not ncgleft it. 
Four times they attacked him with the fame folicitution, and lie us often 
returned the fame aiitwer, which we may fuppofcwus very vexatious to 
them, for really it \yas> ccufing of the work that they aimed at, undit would 
make them del pair of breaking the undertaking, to fee the undertaker fo 
intent upon it. I iiufweucd, faith he, after the fame manner, ver. 4. Note, 
"We mult never fuJFer ourfelves to be overcome by the greateft import unity 
to do any tiling ill or imprudent; but when we are attacked with the fame 
temptation, ill II reiift it with the fame reafou and refolution. 

2, A plot to terrify him from his work. Could they b t drive him off, 
the work would eeafe of eourfe. This therefore Sanballat attempts, bat in 
vain. (!•) He endeavours to poflW* Nehemiah with an apprehenfiun, that 
hib undertaking to build the walls of Jerufulem was generally reprefented 
as fuftions and (editions ami would be relented accordingly at court, Mr. 
5, 7* The bell men, even in their mod innocent and excellent perform- 
ances, have lain uuder this imputation. This is written to htm in uu 
open letter, as a thing generally known arid talked of, that it was reported 
among the nations, and Gafhmu will aver it for truth, that Nehemiah was 
aiming to make himfelf kinfy, and to ftiake off the Perlian yoke. Note, 
It is common for that which is the feufe only of tin* malicious to be fa.fely 
reprcfented by them, as the feufe of the many- Now Sandal hit pretends 
to inform Nehemiah of this as a friend, thai he might haften ti> court to 
e|ear himfelf, or Ituy his proceedings, for fear they {hould be thus tnift'ou- 
Urued; at lea ft: upon this furmife he ur^eth him to give him the meeting, 
let us take couvfel together, how to quell the report, hoping by tins means 
either to take him off, or at lead to take him off from his butiiied. Thus 
were his words Jhfter than oil, ami yet war was in his heart, and he hoped, 
like Judas, to kife and kill; ButYurely in vain is ihe net Oread in the 
light of any bird. Nehemiah was loon aware of what they aimed at, to 
weaken their hands from the worlc, ver, £). and therefore not only defiled 
that fuch things were triitf, but that they were reported ; he wa* better 
known than to be til us fui pi'&ed. ( l 2.) Thus he efcaped the fuare, and 
kept his ground* nor would he be frightened by winds aud clouds from 
fowmg and rcapingv Suppofe it was thus imported* w « muft never omit 
known duty merely for fear it fhouUl be mifconftrued^ hut while we keep 
a good conscience, let us trufc God with our ffood name. But indeed it 
was not t h ns reported. God's people, though fufficiently loaded with 
reproach, yet are not really in fo ill a name as fume would have them 



their country, even under the pretence of cdmmunion with God, and con** 
cern far their country. (2.) The unhappinefs of fuch good men as Ne- 
Seiniah, who are in danger of hcin<? impofed upon by fuch cheats, and to 
whom no temptation copies with more force than that which comes under 
a colour of religion, of revelation and devotion, and is brought by the 
hand of prophets. 

(3.) The pretence was plauflbte. Thefe prophets fug£cfted to Nehe~ 
mtah, that the enemies would come and flay him, in the night they would 
Hay hint* which he had reafon enough to believe was true; they would if 
they could, if they durft. They pretended to be much concerned for hid 
fafety » they were all undone, if any harm fljould come to him ; and there- 
fore they very gravely advifed him to hide himfelf in the temple till the 
danger was mvr: that was a ftrong a*«d lac red place, where he would be 

under the fpecial protection of heaven, PfaL xxvii. 5. If Nehemiah had 
been prevailed with to do this, immediately the people would both have 
left off their work, and thrown down their arms, and every one would 
have fliifted for their ohm fafetv; and then the enemies rnit;ht eafily, and 
without opoofition, have demolifhed the works, broken down the wall 
again, and fo gained their point. Though felf~prcfervution is a funda* 
mental principle of the law of nature, >et that is not always the beft aud 
wifeft counfel which pretend* to ^o upon that principle. 

2. See how bravely Nehemiah vanquiOied this temptation, and came off 
a conqueror. 

f Is) He immediately refofved not to yield to it, vCK 1 i . See here,- (l*) 
•Vhnt hi s r en finings are, jhonld fuch a max as I flee? 8m dl I defert God'a 
work, or difcourage my own workine », wjiom I have em».loj ed aud encou- 4 
raged ? Shall 1 be over-credulous of re.porls,a.;d over-fobcitous about my. 
own life. J that am the governor, on whoin fo many eyes are, with of 
friends and foen; another might fl e, but not i. TVhu is there thai being ns 
/am, in my poft.of honour, and power, und trufr, a cm Id &q into the tern-* 
•le, and fneak there when bulineG is to ht* done, yea, though it uere to 
lave his life. Note, When we are remp^'d to (in, we (liould remember 
who, and what we are, that we may uoi uo .i iy tKing unbecnni ng us, 
and the proleffion we make. // is not Jor kings, O Lemuel. V o.. x •x:. 4* 
(2 ) What was the rcfult o< his reafoniiigs, ue is at a (imiJ't I will nor go 
in, 1 will rather die at my work, than live in an iugio ions efreat front 
it* Note, Holy cou»d*$e and magiiuuimity, will en^i^t- lis whatever it 
coft us, never to decline a good worlc% nor never to do au ill thing. 

(2.) He prefeutly was aware what was ihe rife of it, ver. I 2. 7 perceived 
that God had *wt font hhn % thai he gave ih.s advice, not by the divine 
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thought to bii uu, . - v 4 , 

In the tnirift of his complaint of their malice, in endeavouring to frighten 1 direftton, .ordinary orextraordinury, but with a oelign ay m oft me. 
him, and fo weaken his hand*, he lifts up hi* heart to heaven in this flior» wick^dnefs of fuch mercenary wreiches w?U foouer or later be broug] 
prayer, now, thetrfan , O God,/tre»gthen wy hands. It is tUe ^reat fn | lijfht. Two things Nehemiah faith he dn aded in that which he wa ? 
port and relief of yooiJ people, that mail their ftruito and difficulties tiiev | vifed to. (I.) Oli-nding God : that 1 /hould be afraid, and do fo 9 and 
have a ipod God io -o To, from whom by faith aud prayer they ma\ sin. Note, Sin i^ that which above any tht..£ we Oiousd dread: and a 
fetch in j?raee to Iileuce their fears, and jfirensct hen their hands, when their | «ood prefervative km Uipiiaft fi.i, to be afraid of^n 
enemies are endeavouring to lill them with fears and weakeu their hund.->. 



When uj our chrillian work and warfare, we are euterin^ upon any par- 
ticular ferviees or conflict*, this is a jjood prayer for us to put up. I have 
fuch a duty to <?o, faeh a temptation to grapple with, now therefore* O 
God y Jtrcngth -n my hands. Some read it, not as a prayer, but as a holy 
rHolutiou (tur O Gad U fapplied in our trauflatiou) wotc therefore I wilt 
Jiretvjfheit my hands. Note, Chriftian fortitude will be lharpened by op- 
potivion. Every temptation to draw us from our duty, (liould quicken 
us fo much the more to our duty* 

30. Afterward I came unto the houfe of Shemaiah 
the ion of Delaiali, the ion of Mehefcabeel 3 who wqs 
flmt up ; and he /aid, Let us meet together in the 
houfe ot God, within the temple, and let us ihut the 
doors of the temple ; for they will come to flay thee ; 
yea, in the night will they come to flay thee. 1 1 . And 
I (aid, Should fuch a man as I flee? and who is there, 
that, behtgns I am, would go into the temple to fave 
Iiis life? I will not go in. IC. And, lo, I perceived 
that God had not fent him, but that he pronounced 
this prophecy againit me: for Tobiah and Sanballat 
had hired him. 15. Therefore av/.v he hired, that I 
ihould be afraid, and do fo, and iiu, and that they 
anight have matter for an evil report, that they might 
reproach me. 14. My God, think thou upon Tobiah 
and Sanballat, according to thefe their works, and on 
the propheiels Noadiah, and the reft of the prophets, 
that would have put me in fear. 

The Jews leave no fiotic unturned, no way untried to take Ts'ehemrali off 
from building the wall about Jerufalem, in order to this they had tried to 
iVteh him into the conntrv to them, but in vain; now they try to drive 
him into the temple for his own iafuty ; let him be any where but at his 
work. Observing him to be :t cautious man, they will endeavour to gain 
their noiut by making- him cowardly. Obferve, 

I. How baiely the enemies managed this temptation. 

(].) That which they delimited, was to brin^ Nehemiah to do a foolifli 
thinic, that tliey might lau»li at him, aud infuit over him for. doing it, 
and lb leficn iiis intereft and influence, ver. 13. that I Jhuuld be afraitU 
and fo they might have matter for an evil report, and miff At reproach me. 
Thin was indeed doin^ the devil's work, who is men's tempter, that he 
may be their accufer, draws men to fin; that he may glory in their fiiame. 
The greatett mifehief our enemies can do us, is to frighten us from our 
duly, and br'n.jj ub to do ill things. 

(»J.J The tools tliey made ufe of were a pretended prophet and prophetefs, 
whom they hired to perfunde Nehemiah to quit his work, and retire for his 
own fafety. The pretended prophet was Shemaiah, of whom it is find, 
that he was fliut up in his own houfe, either under pretence of retirement 
tor meditation, and to confult the raiud of God, or to give Nehemiah a fi^n 
in like manner to make himfelf a reel ufe. It fliould fecm Nehemiah had 
a value for him, for he went to his houfe to confult with him, ver, 10. 
Other prophets there were, and one prophetefs, Noadiah, ter. 14. that were 
jn the inteivftoF the Jews enemies, penlioners to them, and traitors to their 
country. Whether they pretended to ii.fpiration doth notappear, they do 
'not fay, thus faith, the Lord, as the ralfe prophets of old did : if not fo, yet 
they would he thought to excel in divine knowledge, and human fore- 
ii^ht, and were therefore «roufuIted in difficult cafes, us prophets had been. 
Tisefethe enemies fee'd to be of con ufe! for them. Let us hence take occa- 
luiu to lament, (I.) The wicked tiefs of fuch bad men as thefe prophets. 
■That rver 'ativ fliould be fo perfidious as to betray the caufe of God and 
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othinff but fin. (3.) 

namijJtf himfelf, that they might reproach me. Note, Next to the fin- 
fttinefs of tin, we flioujd dread the fcauduloufuefo of it. 

(3.J He humbly begs of God to reckon with them for their bafe de- 
figns upon him, ver. 14. My GoJ, think thou upon Tobiah, and the reft of 
them, according to their works. As when he hud mentioned his own good 
Cervices, he did not coveloully or ambitioufly preferibe to God what re- 
ward he mould give h;m, but inodeiliy prayed, think upon me, my God, 
chap. v. ly. So here lie doth not revengefully imprecate any particular 
judgment npou his enemies, but refers the matter to God ; thou knoweft 
their hearts, and art the avenger of faldwod und wrong, take coguifance 
of this caufe, judge between me and them, aud take what way aud time* 
thou pleafeft to cull them to an account for it. Note, Whatever-injuries 
are done us, we mul> not avenge ourselves, but commit our caufe to him 
that judgeth righteoufly. 

15. % So the wall was finifhed, in the twenty and 
fifth daifoithtmonthlSAxxXj in fifty and two days, lo' And 
it came to pais that when all our enemies heard the/\of t 
and all the heathen that were about us faw these things, 
they were much call down iu their own eyes: for they 
perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 
17.^ Moreover in thofe days the nobles of Judah lent 
many letters unto Tobiah, aud the letters of Tobiah 
came unto them. 18. For there were many in Judah 
lworn unto him, becaufe he was the l'on-in-law of 
Shechaniah the fon of Arah ; and his foil Johanan 
had taken the daughter of Mefhuiiam, the fon of 
Berechiah. 19. Alio they reported his good deeds 
before me, and uttered my words to him : and Tobiah 
lent letters to put me in tear. 

Nehemiah is here Bnifliing the. wall of Jerufalem, aud yet (hill has 
trouble created him by his enemies. 

1. Tobiah, and other the adverfories of the Jews, had the mortification 
to fee the wall built up, notwithftauding all their attempts to hinder it. 
The wall was beguu and finifhed in fifty-two days, and yet we have reafon 
to believe they refted on the fabbaths, tier. IS. Many were employed, and 
there was room lor them ; what they did the}' did chearfully, and minded 
their bufinef* becaufe they loved it. The threats of their enemies, which 
were iuteuded to weaken them, it is likely, quickened them to go on with 
their work the more vigorou fly, that they might get it done oefbre the 
enemy came. Thus;, out of the cater came forth meat. See what a great 
deal of work may be done in a little time, if .we would fet about it in 
earneft, and keep elofe to it. 

When the enemies heard that the wall was finiflied before they thought 
it was well begun, and when they doubted not but to have put a "flop to it» 
they were much caji down in their otcn.eyes, ver. 16. (1.) They were athamed 
of their own confidence, that they mould caufe the work to ceafe, they were 
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of Samaria. When Cain envied his brother, his countenance felt, Gen. iv. 5. 
(a.) They defpaired of ever doing them the mifehief they designed them, 
of bringing them down, and making a prey of them ; and well they might, 
lor they perceived by the wonderful, fuccefs, that the work teas wrought of 
God. Even thefe heathens had fo much fenfe, as (I.) To fee a fpecial pro- 
vidence of God converfant about the affairs of the church, when they did 
remarkably profper. They find among the heathen, the Lord has done great 
things for them, it is his doing, Pfat. exxvi. 2. God tighteth for Jfrael, 
and worketh with them. (2.) To believe that God's work will be perfect, 
when they perceived thut the work was ofGod, they expe&ed bo other but 
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that it would &o on and profper. (3.) To conclude, that if it werw of God 
it was to no purpoie to think of oppuiiug it, it would certaiuly prevail und 
be victorious, 

2. Nehemiuh had the voxation notwithftarulint? this, to fee fome of his 
own people tveacheionily correfpoudiu^- with Tobiah, and fervini* hu> in- 
tereft* and a great grief aud difcoura^emcnt no douht it um> to him, (I.) 
if.ven of the nobles of Judah, there were thofe who had ft> little fi*nfc of 
honotir and their country's good, as to communicate counfcKs with Tobiah 
hy letter, ver. 17- They wrote with all the freedom aud familiarity of 
friends to him, and welcomed his letters to them. Cou Id uohles do a tiling 
fo mean ? nobles of Judah lo wicked a thinjj? Jt feems, great men are not 
always wife, nor ultvays houeih (2.) Many in Judah were in a Rr\6t but 
feeret confederacy with hi in, to advance the intereft of his country, though 
it would certainly be the ruin of their own. They were fworn unto him, 
not as their prince, but as their friend and ally, becaiife both he and his 
Jon bad married daughters of Ifruel, ver. 18. See the rnifchief of mar- 
rying with Grangers, for one heathen that was converted by it, ten Jews 
were perverted. When once they became alciu to Tobiah, they foon be- 
came fworn to him. A liuful love leads to a iiuful league. (3.) They 
had the impudence to court Nchemiah himfelf into aTriendfliip with him; 
they reported his good deeds before mc; reprefented him as an ingenious 
gentleman, aud well worthy my acquaintance, as an honeft gentleman, 
and one tlwt I might con tide in. We are bid indeed to J peak ill of no 
maiii but naver to fpeak well of ill men; they that forfake the law prtufed 
the wicked* Prov. xxviii. 4. (4.) They were fo falfe as to betray Nehe- 
miah'a counfels to him; they uttered Nejiemiah's words to him, pervert- 
ing thi ni no doubt, and putting falfe confirmations upon them, ivhich 
furnilhed Tobiah with matter for letters to put him in tear, and fo drive 
him from his work, and difcourage him in it. Thus were all their thoughts 
againfi him for evil, yet God thought upon him for good. 

C II A P. VII. 

The fuccefi of one good design for God and our generation, fliould en- 
courage us to proceed and form Juutc other; Nchemiah did ft, having 
fortified J cruj'alem with gates and walls; his next care is, (l.)'To fee 
the city well kept, vi?r. 1 — 4. (-2.) To fee it well peopled, in order 
^hereunto, he here reviews and calls over the regijtcrof the children of 
the raptivity, the families that returned at firjt, and records it, ver. 5 
—73. // is the fame in I'Jfcel with that which u:e had, Ezra ii. What 
life he made of it we Jhull find afterwards, when he brought one of the 
ten to Hue in Jcrufaicm, chap. xi. I. 

1. 1V[OW it came to pafs 3 when the wall was built, 
X\ and 1 had let up the doors,and the porters. and 
the lingers, and the Levites were appointed. 2. That 
I gave my brother, Ilanani, and Hananiah the ruler of 
the palace, charge over Jerufalem : (for lie was a faith- 
ful man, and feared God above many.) 3. And I fa id 
unto them, Let not the gates of Jerufalem be opened, 
until the fun be hot; and while they Hand by, let them 
fhut the doors, and bar them: and appoint watches of 
the inhabitants of Jerulalem, every one in his watch, 
and every one to be over againit his houfe. 4. Now 
the city id as large and great : but the people were few 
therein, and the houfes were not builcled. 

p 

God fiii tli concerning his church, Jftu lsctl. G. Ihavefcl watchmen vpon 
thy walls, O Jerufalem : that is ftenenYuilj's cure here ; for dead walls with- 
out living watchmen are but a poor defence to a city. 

1. He appointed the porters, lingers, and Levites, in their places to 
their work; it is meant of their work in general, which was to attend 
the tcuiple-lerviee, that had been ucylecli'd in fome decree, but was now 
revived, (Sod's worihip is the dei'enee of a place, and his niiniiK-rs, when 
tliev mind their duty, are watchmen on the walls; or, in particular^ he 
ordered them to be "ready ai^uinft the wall was to be dedicated, that they 
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ivhtch is devoted to God. 

1. Me appointed two governors or confuls, to whom-Jie committed the 



ji"ht per! on n that femce in an orderly and folcmn manner; aud the 
ettieution of it was its iirungih. That is likely to be beneficial to us 



fhould, in cafe of the approach of the ^ni'rny, pive timely noii'*e to th.t 
city of the danger; and us it came to their turn to watch, they mini poCz 
Lliemfelves over againfi their own houfes, becaufe of them, it mi^ht be pre- 
fmneii, they would he in a particular manner curefub The public falflty 
depend* upon every one's particular care to guard bimfcif and his ov. r» 
family a^aiuft fin that common enemy. It is every one's intereft to watch, 
but many underHand not their own iiiteivfr, it is therefore iijcuuiUent 
upon mu^i Orates to appoint watclu-s. Aud as this people had lately found 
God with them in their building, elfe they had built in vain, fo iioiv the 
wall was built, no doubt they were made fentible, that except the Lord 
kept the city, the watchmen waked but in vain, l'fal. exxvii. I, 

5. And my God put into mine heart to gather 
together the nobles, and the rulers, and the people* 
that they might be reckoned by genealogy: and I 
found a regifter of the genealogy of them which came 
up at the nrft, and found written therein. 6. Thefe 
are the children of the province* that went up out of 
the captivity, of thofe that had been carried away, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had car- 
ried away, and came again to Jerufalem, and to Judah, 
every one unto his city ; 7. Who came with Zerubba- 
bel, Jefhua, Neheiniah, Azariah, Raamiah, Naha- 
niani, Mordecai, Billhan, Mizpereth, Bigvaij Ne- 
hum, Baanah ; the number, / say % of the men of the 
people, of If'rael, was this; 8. The children of Pa- 
roih, two thoufand an hundred feventy and two. 
The children of Shephatiah,. three hundred feventy- 
and two. 10. The children of Arab, fix hundred 
Mty and two. 1 1 . The children of Pahath-moab, of 
the children of Jeihuaand Joab, two thoufand and 
eight hundred and eighteen. 12. The children uf 
Eiam, a thoufand two hundred fifty and four. 13. 
The children of Zattu, eight hundred forty and five. 
14. The children of Zaccai, /even hundred and three- 
fcore. 15. The children of Binnui, fix hundred forty 
and eight. 10'. The children of Bebai, lix hundred 
twenty and eight. 17. The children of Azgad two 
thoufand three hundred twenty and two IS. The 
children of Adonikam, fix hundred threefcore and 
j'even. ly. The children of Bigvai, two thoufand three- 
f core and feven. £0. The children of Ad in, lix hundred 
fifty and five. 2 1 . The children of Alei; of Hezekiah, 
ninety and eight. 53a. The children of Halhum, three 
hundred twenty aud eight. 23. The children of Bezai, 
three hundred twenty aud four. 24. The children of 
Hariph, an hundred and twelve. 25. The children of 
Gibeon, ninety and five. 25. The men of Beth-lehem 
and Netophah, an hundred fourfcore and eight. 27. 
The men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight. 
28. The men of Beth-azmaveth, forty and two. 29. 
The men of Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, 
feven hundred forty and three. 30. The men of Raman 
and Gaba, fix hundred twenty and one. 3 1 . The men 
of Mich mas, an hundred and twenty and two. 32. The 
men of Beth-el and Ai, an hundred twenty and three. 
33. The men of the other Nebo, fifty and two. 34. 
The children of theothcr Elam, a thoufand two hun- 
dred fifty and four. 35. The children of Hanoi, 
three hundred and twenty. 36. The children of Jeri- 
cho, three hundred forty and five. 37. The children 



1. He f appointed two -oyernors or confuls, to wHom^ie committed the Q f £ QC l II ac liu\ and Ono, fevGn hundred twenty aild 

rare of tbe citv, and jruve tl»e»n in cnure;e to provide tor the public peuce ' rni^ ^4- % C«.-./>« I, 4-l„..«~ 4.1- 1 ~ 

and fiiiety. I iiumni, Sis brother"; wi.o c?une to him with the tiding of the one. 38.1 he children ot ^enaah, tliree thoufand nine 

deflations of Jerufalem was one, a -man of approved integrity audaliVaion hundred and thirty. 39. 1 he priCltS : the children 



to his country ; the otbcr.wa* Uauaigali, that hud been ruler of the palace, 
for he that has approved himfelf .faithful in lefs, (hull be intrufteri with 
more. Of this llanauiah it is faid, that he w:w a faithful man, and one thai 
feared. Cod above many, ver. -J. T^'ote, 1. Among thofe who fear God 
truly* there are fome who' fear him greatly, mid excel others in the exprc£- 
lionsand inthmces ofthatlear: and they are worthy a double portion of 
that honour which is due to them thatfear the Lord, Pfa|. xv. 4. There 
were* manv in Jerufalem that feared God, but this good man was more emi- 
nent for religion and furious gbdlinefs than any. 2. Thofe that fear God 
muft evidence it by their being faithful to all men, and univerfally confei- 
eutimis. 3. ( iod's Jehtiiilem is then likely to fiomifli when thofe rule in it, 
mid have charge of.it, who excel in virtue and are eminent both for god- 
iinefa and honefty. It is fuppofed by fome, Neheminh was now about to 
Return to the Peilian court to have his commifiion renewed, and left thefe 
two worthy men in chnrge with the aflairs oft he city in his abfencc. Good 
governors when and'* where they cannot act tliemfelvcs, muft be very care- 
ful whom they depute. . ^ 

3. He gave orders about the flmttingof the gates, and the guarding of the 
walls, ver. 3, 4. See here, (1.) What the prrfetit Hate of Jerufalem was. 
"The city in compafs was large and gteat, the walls inclofed the fame ground 
as formerly, but much of it lay wafte, for the houfes were not built, but 
few in comparifon with what had been ;.fo that Nchemiah walled the city 
in faith, and with an eve to* that promife of the rcplenifliing of it, which 
God had lately made by the prophet, Zech. viii. 3, &c. Though the 

E" eople were not few, he believed they wotdd be multiplied, and therefore 
uilt the walls fo as to maVe'room for them ; had he not depended upon 
this, he might have thought walls without a city as great a reproach us a 
city without walls. (2.) What was the care of Nchemiah for it; he or- 
dered the rulers of the cities themfelves, (1.) Tolland by aud fee the city 
gates {hat up and barrted every nigli't; for in vain had they a wall, if they 
■we're carelefs of their gates; (*2.) To take care that they mould not be 
opened in the morning, till they could notice the coafes clear. . (3.) To 
fet centinelsiipou the walls, or elfewhere, at convenient diftances, who 



hundred and thirty. 3y. If The priefts: the children 
of Jedaiah, of the houfe of Jefhua, nine hundred 
feventy and three. 40. The children oflmmer, a thou- 
fand fifty and two. 41. The children of Paftiur, a 
thoufand two hundred forty and feven. 4<2. The chil- 
dren of Plarim, a thouiand and feven teen. 43. 
The Levites : the children of Jefhua, of Kadmiei, and 
of the children of Hodevah, feventy and four 44. fl" 
The fingers: the children of Afaph, an hundred forty 
and eight. 45. % The porters : the children of Shal- 
lum, the children of Ater, ' fhe children of Talmon, 
the children of Akkub,the children of Hatita, the chil- 
dren of Shobai, an hundred thirty and eight. 4tf. 
The Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the childfen of 
Plalhupha, the children of Tabbaoth, 47. The chil- 
dren of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of 
Padon, 48. The children of Lebana, the children of 
Hagaba. the children of Shalmai, 49. The children 
of Han an. the children of Giddel, the children of 
Gahar, 50. The children of Reaiah, the children of 
Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 5 1 . The child ren of 
Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of Pha- 
fea, 52. The children of Befai, the children of Meu- 
nim, the children of Nephifhelim, 53. The children 
of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of 
Harhur, 54.. The children of Bazlith, the children 
of Mehida, the children of Harfha, 55. The chil- 
dren 



Chap. VII. 



NEllEMi AH. 




the children of 
the children of 
mon's fervaiits ; 



acknowledge Go^ inmutt.plymg their families, and building them up. By 
tins i means l.ktnv.retheirgeuc'Ulogi^vvo.M.l bo paWt< tt .ftJ theduKiUioa 
of their amil.e* kept up, till the Metfiah mould come, and then at! end bte 



the children ot Sotai, the children of Soohereth t\u- i rd ?«1L if 'C.^"™' 0 " 1 ^ w '»« ,h weni P r ^' v <"* ''<>•* f'ke, but aftot- 

CniidieilOt I3^rknn H^,l 1 ,l,l,^^r.xi..i ... „t,. the fame, and fomc others within a very few under or over (oaeortwo. 

,>erhap S ) and therdo. e I cannot think as fome do, thai that was the number 

00 All IheNetlnnims, and the children of Solomon's 



the chiklren ot Habaiah, the children of-Koz, the chil- 
dren ot Barziliai, which toukWof tbfe daa^iterk of 
BarziUai the Gilcadite to wife.and was called a?ter,their 

name. 04. I nele fought their vegdieA* among thoic timt 
were reckoned by genealogy, buUt was hot found: 

therefore were they, as polluted',' but froni the bnVif ■ » - . 

hood 63. And tfie Tfihatha hid unto nil SB^fi^S^ 

they mould not feat of the molt holy things; till'there «-.»*o. aS.i? iu't 

ltooct ///; a prieft with Uiim and Thuminiii. 66. C' CTe » a «"i> of cold water where™ 



o : i J , i»cep any unci account ot them. 

of oir^ a ^ a T Un 'r « he " «»"B»«»"ch woregi.en towards the work 

/ m k 7 £ &< \ 1 m , d ' lerS ,1,Uch fw « 1,,1(t ' «8, 69. and 

;t maj be qnetWd whether ,t refer to the lame eontnbut.on ; \£ « the 

1 irtlMtha, or chief governor, begins theouering, who tb. re vui, „ot law 
: t»ou«l. And the finale Aim mentioned theie, exceed, all thofe here put to- 

fh ""f^*""**"" hat that ffcl lowed one iUv of 

the fublcri itiourf, his another; for the tuft veife i, the fame here that it 
was hzra n. 7 0.. adding-, rA^. iii. I. - lileff.d he God that ou- foil , md 
hope are not built upon the nVvtiea of „,.,„« and ..u.ubS ?J£ a lo and' 

mg.s of the law and gofpel. \V : ...tever is 
is Hot unrighteous to forget ii; nor li.ull 
wherewith he its honoured go without its reward. 



, uiciivi-ici van is,- or wnom 

/Acre were {even thoufand three hundred thirty and 
ieven : and they had two hundred forty and five iin-in- 
men,andiinging-wonien. 58. Their horfes, ieven nun- 
drcd-thirtyandhx: their mules, two hundred fortvand 
iive: hg Their camels, four hundred thirtv and'five • 
iix thouland leven hundred and twenty ailes 70 if 
Atid tome of the chief of the fathers gave unto the 
yoik : the Tirlhatha gave to the treafure a thoufand 
drams ot gold, iitty bafons, live hundred and thirty 
pneits garments. 7 1 . And some of the chief of the fa- 
thers gave to the treafure of the work, twenty thmifand 
drams ot gold, and two thouland and two hundred 
pound of filver." '72. And that which the reft of the 
peoplegave,um twenty thou land, drains of gold, and 
two thouland pound of iilver.and threefeore and lever 
pneits garments. 73. So the prietts and the Levites' 
and the porters, and the fingers, and sumh of the peo- 
ple, and the.Nethinims, and all Urdei, dwelt in their 
cities, and when the feventh month came, the children 
or If rael zcerc in their cities. 



C II A P. VIII. 

EZ ZT™? V 01{t °<f Bah ^ on t,liltcc » 'J?™ t„S»re Xcbemiah camr, yd 
tie havc /.cra a pi, cr oj sao ,t zccTk rv/uvA he tiiu, that might /,„,., fL» 
do, e hrj.rc fintwa* not, till Ndwmiuh ca,ue. who though he 
fiivh* ,ch,tar t norjveh a dic^c, as Ezra, nor (hch t fc4e h e 
law of h»God t yet was a maH of a more lively «, tin: J)urH Jits 




A 



We have hece another pjood projea of Nehemiah's, for wife and zealous 
men vviii be always contriving fomcthin^ or other for the jjflorv of God, 
and tli*t editieat-on of his church. We knew very well, that tJie'fufcty of a* 
ciwy, under God, depends more upon the number and valour of the inhabi- 

ta,.t„ than upon the h*i K ht or ftren K th of its walls; and thereforeob^ l UCUU ®" ,I » ^laitlthiah and ^heilia, 

th-it the people were few that dwelt in it, he thought lit to take an account ana Aiiaiah, and Urijah,and liilkia. and Maafeiah Oil 

the might find what famine* had formerly had their fet- his right hand ; and on his left hand Pedaiali ami TV rf 



waler-gate, and they ipake ui.lo Ezra the Ic.ibe, to 
bring the book ot tlie law of Moles, which the LORD 
had commanded to Iirael. a. And Ezra the pneft 
biouglitthe law before the cnRre^ation, both of men 
and .women, and all that could hear wit h uiiderftand- 
ing, upon the hrit day of the feventh .month, -j And 
he l ead therein before the/treet thata;«*bethre the wa- 
ter-gate from the mornmg until mid-day, before the 
men and the women and thoie that conlu umlerltand - 
and the ears of all .the people vere attenti-cc unto the 
book ot the law 4. And Ezra the fcribe itood upon 
a pulpit pt wood which they had made tor he pur- 
pole, and behde him itood Mattithiah and -^heiE 



of the people, that 



tierne..t in Jerulhlem, but were now removed into the.conntry, that he 
mi^iit bmitf theiu back, and what familiei, could any other way be influ- 
encetl by their religion, or by their buli uefs, to come and rebuild the houfes 
in Jerufalem, and dwell in them. So little reafun have we to wifli that we 
may be pluced alone in the earth, or in Jerufalem itfelf, that much of our 
fafety and comfort depends upon our neighbours and frien(0; the more the 

ftron^er, the more the merrier. It is the wifdora of the "overuors of a «#• . .» /• 

nation, to keep the balance even between city and country; that the me- '' ailU , 1 P eo P*e aili wered, Allien, Ameili With 

tropohs be not fo extravagantly large as to drain and imnoverifli the coun- ""nig lip their hands : and thev bo wed their near Is -inrl 
try nor yet lo weak as not to be -able to protect it. jN'ow ohferve, . WOlUlipped tile LORD with their faCPS to the - mm I 

1. Whence this good dchgu ol Nehemmh's came: he owns, «rr. 5. my * ^ A w *- * 11 ' ' * ■ ~ Xcl ^^ to tne gl OUlia. 
God put it into their heart. Note, Whatever good motion U in onr minds, 
either prudent or pious, we mult acknowledge it to come from God. It 
was he that it into our hearts; for every .good gift and every good work 
is from above; he gives knowledge, he gives grace ; all is of him, and 
therefore all mufr be to him. What is done by human prudence, mull be 
afen bed to the dire6t ion of divine providence; he tjiat teaches the huf- 
fcandmau his difcretiou, ffu. xxviii. s(5. teaches the ftatelman his. 

2. What method he took in profecution of it. 

3. He called the rulers together, and the peop!e,.that he might have an 
account of. the prefent ftutc of their fumilies, their number and ftrervth, 
and where they were fettled ; which, it is likely, when he fummoned tiiem 
to come together, he ordered them to bring along with them out of their 
feveral ditliucts. And 1 doubt they were uot fo many but it ini^ht be 
foon done. a 

2. He reviewed the old rcgijler of the genealogy of them which come up 
at the/trf^And compared the prefent accounts with that; and here we have 
the repetition of that out of Ezra ii. The title is the fame here, ver 6 7 
asthere, »cr.;i,2. Thefc arcthe chihlrctioftheproxince f .8cc. Two thhW 
are here related and recorded a fecond.time.-from. thence, (1.) The narnes 
and numbers of their feveral families; and, ((>.) Their oblations to the 
fervice ot the temple. The repetitiou of ihefe accounts, ma v intimate to 
us the dehght which the great God ls plead-d to take-in the perfons, fa- 

• m-.hes, ano Services of his fpiritual Ifrael, and the^irticiilnr notice Tie 
tjkes of them. - He knows thepi that are his, knpws, them, all, knows 
them bv name, has Ins eyeoti ihe regifter of thofe cliildrenorthe captivity, 
and dotn-alba.ccordmgto the ancient counfel of his will concerning them 

* U Me ^ ,s an aceaunt of the head»of the feveral! fumHies 'that firft came 



Hiael, and Malch.ah, and Halhum, and Halhbadana, 
Zechanah, and Me lm la.n. 6. And Ezra opened the 
book in the light ot all the people, (for he was above 
all the people) and when he opened it, all the people 
ttood up : 6 And Ezra bletted the EORD the great 
God: and all the people anfwered, Amen. Amen: with 
lifting up their hands : and thev bowed their neads and 
wodh.pped the LORD with iluir faces to the ground 
7. Alio Jelhua and Ban., and Sherebiah, JaniTn, Ak- 
kub, Shabbethai, Hod.jah, Maale.ah, Kelita, Aza- 
nah, Jozabad, Hanan, Peiaiali.and the Levites cauled 
the people to underhand the law, and the people stood 
in their place. 8. So they, read 1 in the book, in the 
law ot God diftmaiy, and gave the.ienie, audcaufed 
them to underhand the reading. 



i y? 1 }?*? -ftwas ^P^U'^.fP compare what they had been with .what they 
now* wf re. We' may liippple they xvere much increased' by this time but' it 
-woulddo wellfb/aiemtb remetfyep'theirfmaU besinnmgs;thatthevmi'-ht 



We have here an account of a folemn religious aflembly, and the >ood 
work that was done m that alTembly, to the°honour of God, and the S edU 
hcation of the church. " ' 

♦J^^lT 6 f t# T the /^ of the feventh month, ver. 2. That was 
? f ? J , 0 S tr «»'P<:' s > which is called a /« bbatk, and on which thev 
were to have a holy convocation Lev. xxiii. 24. Numb. xxix. 1. But that 

Z£?% * J "P ?v * at d i y th ? t . the altur was fet U P» and ^ey began to 
otFer their burnNolfer.ngs after their return out of captivity, a late meVcv ht 

Itt^r'f *? ,, y i , J ow '"'"iff* «nd in a thankful remembrance of that? 

rnlpm?^ t 1 h 5 v : had , ke P t t] »Z ^ ™r "»»ce, with more than ordinary 
fo emmty. Divine favours that are frefti in mind, and which we oxxl 
felves have beep witneffes of, (hould be anrf ufually are mod affeamg 

2. The place was in they/r^/ that was before the water-gate, ve . I a 
fpacious broad ftreet.able lo contain fogreat a multitude, winch the court 

it I S S P,p Tl UOt ' f ? r ^° bab iy U . l V3S not now bui,t «r fo large as 
it hud been in feo oraon s time. Sacrifices were to be offered only a^ the 

•door of the temple, hut praying, and praifmg, and preaching, were'and 
are ferv.ces of relimon n,^p ta bly performed in one place as in anotheV: 

thus met in the ftreet of the city, no doubt 



God wus with them. .. .. 

3. The perfons that met were all the people, who were not compelled to 
come, but voluntarilygathered tkemfelves together by common agreeme, 



He blefled the Lord as the great God, gave honour to him by 
his perfections, and praying for his favour; and the people, in 



Chap. VIII. 

as one man : not only men cnme, but women and children* even as many 
as were capable of undurftandiiig what they heard. IVlaftors of iatiiilies 
fhouid brhi£ their families witn them to the public worflrip of God. 
Women and children have fouls to fuve, and are therefore concerned to 
acquaint themfelves with the word of God, und attend on the means of 
knowledge and grace* Little ones, as they come to the exereife of rea- 
fon, muft be trained up in the exereife of religion. 

4* The mailer of this uflembly was Ezra the prieft, he presided in this 
fervice. None fo fit as he to expound and preach, who was fuch a ready 
fcribe in the law of his God. (I.) His call to the fervice was very clear, 
for being in office as a prieft, and qualified as ascribe, the people fpake to 
khn to bring the book of the law* and read it to them* ver. 1. God gave 
him ability and authority, und then the people gave him opportunity and 
invitation. Knowledge is fpiritual alms, which they that are able (hould 
gi-e to every one that need, to every one thata&eth. (2.) His poft was 
very convenient, he flood in a pulpit or tower of wood, which they had 
maiJe for the word ; fo it is in the original, for the preaching of the word, 
that what he laid might be the more £i ace fully delivered, aud the better, 
heard, and that the eyes of the hearers might be upon him, which would 
engage their attention; as LukeW. 20. (3.) He hud feverat affiftauts, feme 
that flood with him, ver. 4. fix on his right hand, and feven ou his left; 
either his pulpit wus fo contrived as to hold them all in a row, as in a gal- 
lery (but then it would fcarce have been called a tower) or they had delks a 
degree lower. Some think heappointed them to read when he was weary, 
at leaft his taking them as afleflbrs with him, put an honour upon them 
before the people, in order to their being employed in the fame fervice 
another time. Others who are mentioned, ver* 7. feein to have been 
employed at the fame time in other places near at hand, to read aud ex- 
pound lo thofe who could not come within hearing of Ezra. Of thofe 
alfo there were thirteen priefts, whole lips were to keep knowledge, 
MaL \u 7- It is a great mercy to a people thus to be furuifiied with mi- 
nisters that are apt to teach; nappy was Ezra in having fuch adiftantsas 
thefe, and happy thofe in having fuch a guide as Ezra. 

5* The religious exercifes performed iu thisaflernbly were not ceremo- 
nial but moral, praying and preaching; Ezra, as prefident of theuffembly, 
was, (1.) The peoples mouth to Goc/, and they uftettioimtely joined with him* 

praiiing 

token of their concurrence with him, both iu prayers and praifes, faid 
amen, amen, lifted up their hands in token of their defire being towards 
God, and all their expectation from htm ; and bowed their heads in to- 
ken of their reverence of him and fubje&ion to him. Thus mull we adore 
Gud, aud addrefs ourfelves to him, when we are going to read 'and hear 
the word of God, as thofe that fee God in his word, very great and very 
good. (2.) God's mouth to the people* and they attentively hearkened to 
him. This was the chief bufinefs of the folemnity, and obferve, 

1. Ezra brought the law before the congregation, ver. 2. He had taken 
care to provide himfelf with the beft and moft correct copies of the law, 
and what he hud laid up -for his own life and fatisfa&ion he here brought 
forth, as a good hou (holder out of his treafury for the benefit of the church. 
Obfeive, I. The book of the law is not to be confined to the Scribes Au- 
dits, but to be brought before the congregation^ and read to them iu their 
own language. 2. Mtnifters when they go to the pulpit fhouid take their 
Bibles with them; Ezra, did fo; thence they muft fetch their knowledge, 
and according to that rule they muft fpeak, and muft ftiew that they do 
fo. See 2 C/iron* xvii. 9. : 

2. He opened the book with great reverence and folemnity, in the sight 
of all the people* ver* 5. He brought it forth with a fenfe of the great 
mercy of God to them in givii " ' 
tyring (hut* up and a fountain 
opening of the Jeals t we find < 

Let us learn to addrefs ourfelves to the l^rvices of religion with iblemn 
ftops and paufes, and not to go about them raftily; let us contider what 
we are doing, when we take God*» book into, our hands, and open it; and 
fo alfo when we bow our knees in prayer, aud what we do, let us do it 
deliberately, Bed. v. 1. 

3. fie and others read in the book of the law^from morning till night^w 
3. aud they read diftiu&ly, ver* 8. Reading the fcriptures in religious 
afremblies, is au ordinance of God, whereby he is honoured, aud his church 
edilied. And upon fpecial occalious, we muft be willing to attend for 
many hours together, on the reading and expoundingof the word of God: 
they here were thus employed fix hours* Let thofe that read and preach 
the word, learn ulfo to deliver them lei ves diftinctly ; as thofe who under- 
ft and what they fay aud are attested with it themfel ves, aud who defire 
that thofe they fpeak to may understand it, retain it, and be affected with 
it likewife. it is a fnare for a man to devour that which is holt/. 

4. What they read they expounded, (hewed the intent and meauingof it, 
and what ufe was to be made of it they gave the fenfe in other words, that 
they might caujh thc\people to under/land the reading, ver. 7, s. Note, 1. It is 
requiiite that thofe who hear the word (hould underiland it, elfe it is to them 
but an empty found of words, Matt. xxiv. 15. 2. It ia therefore required 
of thofe who are teachers by office, that they explain the word and give the 
fenfe of it. Underjtandc/l thou what thou rcadejl? and have ye underjlood all 
flu je things' are good queftions to be put to the hearers; but how fiouldwc, 
except Jomc one guide us? ia c as proper a queftion for them to put to their 
teachers, Aclsvuu 30,31. Reading is good, and preaching good, but 
impounding brings the reading aud the preaching together, which makes 
the reading the more intelligible, and the preaching the more convincing. 

3. The people carried themfel ves very decently and well, when the word 
was read and opened to them. 

1. With great reverence. When Ezraopened the book, all the people 
flood up* ver. 5. thereby (hetving refpect both to Ezra and to the word he 
was about to read. It becomes fervants to (land when their muitcrs fpeak 
to them ; iu honour to their m after, and to fliew a readinefs to do as they 

are bidden. 

2. With great fixednefs and compofednefs theyjloodin their place> ver. 7. 
feveral mini Iters were readingand expounding at fome.diftauce from each 
other, and each of the people kept their poft, did not go to hear tirft oue 
ami then another, to make remarks upon them, but flood m their place, 
that the}*, might neither give difturbance to others, nor receive any detrac- 
tion themfel ves. 

3. With great attention and a clofe application of mind; the ears of all 
the people were unto the book of the law, ver. 3. were even chained to it, they 
heard readily, and minded every word. The word of God commands at- 
tention and deferves it. If through carelelfnefs we letrauch flip in hearing, 



NEHEMIAE 



Chap. VIII. 

unto the LORD your God, mourn not nor weep ; foe 
all the people wept, when they heard the words of the 
law. 10. Then he laid unto them, Go your wzy 9 eat 
the fat, and drink the fweet, and lend portions unto 
them for whom no thing, is prepared : for this day is 
holy unto our LORD : neither be ye forry for the joy 
of the LORD is your ltrength. 1 1 . So the Levites 
ftilled all the.people, laying, Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy, neither be ye grieved. 12. And all the 
people went their way to eat and to drink, and to (end 
pprtions, and to make great mirth becaufe they had 
uiifjjerAood the words that were declared iui to them. 

We may , obferve here, . 

1. How the people were wounded with the words of the law that were 
read to them. The law worketh death and fpeaks terror, thews men their 
fins, and their mifery and danger becaufe of fin, and thunder a curfe ugainft 
every one that continues not m every purt of his duty. Therefore vheu 
they.heard it, they all wept, ver. Q. it was a good fign their hearts were 
tender, like Jofiah's, when he heard the words of the law. Tbev wept to 
think how they had offended God, and expofed themfel ves by their many 
violations of the law;' when foine wept, all' wept, for they at! faw thetn- 
felvcs guilty before God. 

2. Hovv they were healed and comforted with the words of peace that 

d with 
uft not 

_ __ ihe day 

was holy to the Lord, it was one of the folemn feafts, on which it was 
their duty to rejoice. And even fo now for fui muft not hinder our jor 
in God, but rather lead to it, and prepare its for it. 

(I.) The mafters of the uflembly endeavour to pacify them, and encou- 
rage them. JSow Nehemiah isbrou^ht.in, and not before, in this chapter, 
he took notice of the people's weeping; Ezra was pleated to fee them fo 
affected with the word, butNehemiuh obferved to him, and Ezra concurred 
in the thought, that it was now unfealbnable: this day was holy, it is 
called a fabtmth. Lev. xxiii. 24. and therefore was to be celebrated with 
joy and praife, not as if it were a thy to ajlift t he fouls. ( 1 .) They forbid 
the people to mourn and weep, ver. u. be not Jurrr/ f ver. 10. Hold your peace, 
neither be ye grieved, ver. 1 1 . Every thi ng i s beau ti f u 1 in its fea fon ; as we 



ivi uii uiuii nut £iow iu exewuvv, us to ninuer our joy iu ijort, and out 
che^rfulnefs in his fervice. (2.) They commanded them to teflify their joy, 
to put on the garment of praife inflcad ttftiiefpirit of hcavinrfs. They at low 
them in token of their joy to feaft themfelvea, to eat and drink better than 




and their loins may blefr you. Chrift directs thofe that make feafts, to in- 
vite their poor neighbours, Luke si v. 12. But it is especially the duty of a 
religious feaft, as well as of a religious faft, to draw out the foul to the hun- 
gry, lfa. tviii. 7—10. God's bounty fbould make us bountiful. Manv 
will eat Jbe fat, and drink the fweet themfel ves, even to accefe, that will 
never allow portions, norfcarce crumbs to the poor, who may read their 
own doom in the parable of the rich man, Luke xvi. 19, & c . But fuch 
knew not, or confid^r not, what God gave them their eflates for. Obferve, 
We muft not only give to-thofe that offer themfelves, but fend to thofe that 
are out of fight. The liberal devifeth liberal things, and feeks objects ofclia- 
rity. (2.) It muft be with piety and devotion : the joy of the jLord is your 
Strength. Let it not be a carnal fenfual joy, but holy and fpiritual. the joy 
of the Lord, joy in the goodnefs of God, under the conduct and government 
of the grace of God; joy anting from our intereft in the love and favour of 
God, and the tokens of bis favour. This joy will be your ftrength, there- 
fare encourage it; it will be your ftrength, (l.) For the performance of the 
other duties ol the feaft; the more chearful we are in our religious exercifes, 
the more we fhall abound in them. (2. J For all that which you have to do 
in conformity to the law of God which has been read to you. ' Holy jor 
will be oil to the wheels of our obedience. (3.) For the refitting of your 
enemies that are plotting againft you. The joy of the Lord will arm us 
agamft the ufTaults of our fpiritual enemies, and put our mouths out of 
tafte to thofe pleafures with which the tempter baits his hooka. 

(8.) The uflembly complied with the directions that were given them. 
Their weeping was JlWed, ver. 11. and they made great mirth,- ver. 12. 
Note, We ought always to have fuch a command of every pnffion, as that 
however it may break out, it may foon be retrained and called in a«*aiu, 
when we are convinced that it is either unreafonable or unfeafonable.° He 
that has fuch a rule as this over his ownfpirit is better that the mighty. Ob- 
ferve, (1.) After they had wept they rejoiced; holy mourning makes wav 
for holy mi rth. They that/ow in tears jhall reap in joy. They that tremble 
at the convictions of the word, may triumph in the confolations of it. (2.) 
The ground of their joy was very good; they made mirth, not becaufe thev 
had the fat to eat, and the fweet to drink, and a deal of good company, but 
becaufe they had under/hod the words that were declared to them. Note, 
1. To have the holy fcriptures with us, and helps to underftand them; is a 
very great mercy, which we have abundant reafon to rejoice in. Bibles 
and minifters are the joy of God's Ifrael. 2. The better we underftand 
the word of God, the more comfort we (hall find in it: for the darknefs 
of trouble arifeth from the darknefs of ignorance and roiftake. When the 
words Were firft declared to them, they wept, but when they underftood 
them, they rejoiced, finding at length precious promifes made to thofe who 
repented and reformed, and that therefore there was hope in Ifrael. 

1 3. 1f And on the fecond day were gathered together 
the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priefts and 
the Levites, unto Ezra the fcribe, even to underftand 
the words of the law. 14. And they found written in 
the law, which the LORD had commanded byMofes, 
that thechildren of Ifrael (hould dwell in booths, in the 
feaftof the feventh month: lo. And that they fhouid 

1 I'll '1 1* • I* i.1 « rt 



there is danger that through forgetfulnefswelhall let all flip alter hearing..) publifh and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerufa- 

lem, faying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch oiive- 



9. ^ And Nehemiah; which & the Tirfliatha, and 
Ezra the prielt the fcribe, and the Levites that taught, 
the pe6ple, iaid unto all the 1 people, This day is holy 



branches, and pine-branches, and myrtle-branches, 
and palm-branches, and branches of thick trees, to 
make booths, as it, is writtejp. So the people 

went 
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went forth, and brought thcm % and made tUewvletvc* 
booths, every one upon the roof of iiis honie, and in 
their courts, and in the courts of the hotife of God, 
and in the ftrect of the water-gate, and iu the ftrcet 
of the gate of Ephraim. u. And all* the congrega- 
tion of them that were come again out of the capti- 
vity, made booths, and fat under. the booths: for 
hnce the days oi* Joihua the lbn of Nun, unto that 
day had not the children of Ifrael donefo : and there 
was very great gladnels, I ^3 . Alfu day by day, from 
the firft day unto the iaft day, he read in the book 
of the law of God : and they kept the teaft feven 
days; and on the eighth dayavra a folemu ailembly, 
according unto the manner. 

IV e have here, 

1, The peoples renewed attendance upon the ward. Tlwy U»<1 <V«wt 
the j;reateft part of one day mi paying and hearing, an J yet were fr> far 
from bv'mg weary of that new moon and fabbath, that tlic next day after, 
though it was uo feftivul, the chief of them eaiuc together again to hear 
Ezra expound, ver. 13. which lliey Pound more. deli^UtCul and ^puul'ul, 
than "ny woddly plea fn re or prolit wlmtfoevcr. Note, The more we 
converfe with the word of God, d'we rightly nnderftand it, and beaife&ed 
with it, them ore we (hall covet to eonverfe with it ; and to increafe in our 
acquaintance a ith it, fu> iut^, Aou* J'mect nre thy xcordi mifo my iu<m<A.' TUe.\; 
that nnderftand »he feripUtrcs wcU, will Jlill be rielirous to under/land them 
better. Now | he priefts and the Levites themfelvea eume with the chief of 
the people to Ezra, that prince of expofitors, to underf land the tvordsaf the 
A»e,. Of us it is in the margin, that they might iujhuci iu the icnrdt 
law, l hey « nmc to be tpn^nt lbemfeHes, that they mi#ht l>e qualified to 




dehcteiu.'u'.s, and hi* pjcetileneies^ on the l'econd day their hmndity fet 
them ut Ezra's feet, as learners of him. 2. Thofe that would tench 
others, rauft thtrnf elves receive inftruclion. Priefts and Levites mull be 
taught rtrft, and then teach. f < 

2. T\ie people* ready obedience to the word, in one particular in- 
ftance, as foun .is they were made fenfible of their duty therein. It is 
likely, Ezra, after the icifdom of his God that was in /its hand (Ezra vri- 25.) 
ViUi'H diey applied themfclve* tu him fov iuftrncuon «ut af the la»v an. 
the tecond da) ftf the fewnth inpnlh, read to them thofe l;iwg which con- 
cerned the feajl of that month, and among the reft that of the feaft of ta- 
bernacles, JTfp, x.\iii. 34. Dent, xvi, 13- Miniftvrs fliould preai-h not 
only tl».it which i*> true and ^ood, but that which ia («al«a«djh\ dticci- 
taji' to //«e icor'c of the duy m if> d<iy. 

He; lis, I. The divine appointment of the feaft of tabernacles reviewed, 
14, 1.0. They found writtcnin the taw a commandment concerning it. 



They that diligently foareh the fdiptuic* will find tWofe thiuy£ wn««<-u 
there, which llicy had \'o gotten, i>r not didy conlidered. This l'e>n.ol" 
tabernacles, was a memorial of their dwelling in tents in tins wilderness, a 
representation of our tabernacle-date in this world, and a type of the holy 
joy of thegofpcl church ; the couvcifationnf die tuition* to the futh of Ch rift 
ts'foretold under the H^uve ok' \h\* feaft, /.cch. xiv, iG. they fl>all come to 
keep the feajt of taLcmacles, jis having here no continuing; cty. This feaft 
wjis to be proclaimed in all their cities. The people were themfelv«!s to 
fetch Uaugluft of tiee!», (th< y of Jei ufalcm fetched them from the ni<iuntuf 
OUvi.-h) and to make booths or a»b"»s- of thrm, in »vhie)i they were to h>d^e 
(as much as tlie weather it ou|d permit) and to make raerry during the fenlr. 

2. 1'his appointment reliijioufly obferved, ver. l6, 1/. Then we read 
ami hear the w^rd acceptably uud protitably, when we do according to 
what ttrilten therein: whenlhut uppijr* to be our duly, ufter.it has 
been neglected is revived. 

]. 1'bey obferved the ceremony: they fat in bnths, which the priefln 
tfiul l.vviUs fet up in the courts of the tciflplc, thofe that liad Imnfca of 
theiv own, on tlie root's i»f them, i\r in their courts; and thofe that had 
t:ot fucli run VL'juences let them up in the Oreets. This feaft had ufiudly 
bt'en obferved, 2 Chron. v. j. Ezra iii, 4, but never with fuch folemnity I 

as now (ince JuOun^s trtue, wln;u they verc itewly fettled, us they were I 
now newly re-fct tied in Camun», Thai man )mtr» his honle too well, 
th.t u.mol find in his heart to quit it awhile in compliance either with 
an .v.dioance or wilh a providence of God. 

3. They minded the fwbdumc; elrV the ceremony bow figiulirunt foe vcr 
had been infr^uifieant. ( \ .) They did it vn>h ^li»dnefs ; w iih very j;rcat 
ft-liidneH*, rejoicing in God, und his jjoodnefs to them. All their holy 
fcaiis* but this efpecially, were to be celebrated with joy, which would be 
muck fur the honour of CJnd, and their owu encouragement in his fen ice. 

They attend uil the reading and eNpDnnding of the uord 'of God, 
during all the days of the feair, vvr. IS. 'J hey improved their leifure for 
this«?ood work: fpare hours cannot by better fpenttlma in ftudying the 



l ^^T^W the twenty and fourth day of this 
X\ month, t h e ch i I d re n of I frae I were affem bled 
with falling, and with iackclotlies, and earth upon 
theviv ^. A\\t\ t\ic feed of IlVael lepa rated them- 
ieJves from all ft rangers, and flood and confefled 
their fins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 3. And 
they Uaod up in theiv place, and read in the book 
of the law of the LORD their God, one fourth part 
of the day, and another fourth part they eonfetfed, 
and worfhipned the LOPvD then* God. 

We have here a general account of a public faft which the childrea 
of Ifruel kept, probably by order from Ncliemiah, by and with the ad- 
vice aa<l couCent uV l\\c c\»i»-f oV tVte t;«V\u i rs«. It was a faft that men ap- 
pointed, but fiich a fajt as Cod had chojbt: for 

1. It tvas a day to afflict the foul y I fa, Iviii. 5. It is likely they aflein- 
bled in the courts of the temple, and they there appeared in (Uckeloth, *\\\ 
in the nurture oV moumeva w'rth rarvh on their headisuer, 1. By thofe 
outward esipreffions of forrow and humiiiulion they gave glory to God, 
took (home to themfcives, ami fiirrcd up one another to repentance^ They 
were reftrained from weepiugi chap- vui. y. but no v they were dirc&ed 
to weev- Tl\e \oy of our ho\^ Vcu(\s muft ^ive way to ihc forro^v of our 
folemn fofts when they come, livery tiling is beautiful in iisfeofon. 

2. It was a day to fafc the bands of wicfccdflefs t and that is the faft that 
God has ciiofeu, (fa. li iii. 0'. Without this, fp rending f.ickcloth and afllvi 
under ua, but a \ct>. The Cued of lfratU becaufe they were a hoK feed 
appropriated to Und, and more excellent thim their ncifrh hours, feparntcd 
themfetccs from all flranqcrs, with whom they had mingled theuifelvra 
and joined in affinity, vcr. 1. Ezra had feparuted thorn from their Orange 
ai»es fy\ue yeats bcVoTC, but vbey had rclapfcd into tlie lame fm, and 
had either mode maniu^ej, or fit lei»ft made friend lid ps with them, and 
contracted fuch an intimacy as \ynts a fimre to them. But now they fe- 
paruted thcmfelves from the 11 ran ^c children, as well fls from the Orange 
« i k e«i. They tUat mlend by prayers and covenants to join tlicinfclvu* to 
God, muO feparalt- thenilVK es from fin and tiiiivirs, for what eommitnion 
hath light with darhiefs ? 

2. It was a day of communion with God ; They ft/led to Ami, eecu ta> 
hhtt s Z«cU.vu. 0*Vor (\.\ TUey fpnkc to Kun in prayer, ofleved their pioiia 
nod devout aU'eclions Id Inns in the confeftion of fin, and the odoration of 
him as the Lord and their God. Fa Hi njy without pmyer, is u body with- 
out a foul, a worth lefs earcafe. (-2.) 'fhey heard lum fpeakin^ %a them by 
his tvord, for they lead in the book o\* the law, winch is very proper on 
failing duys> that, in the j*J.ife of the law we muy fee our deformities a»d 
dL-i'ilement«» and know what to acknowledge, and whtft to amend. The 
word will direct and quicken prayer, for by it the Spirit helps our praying 
infirmities. Gbtove bow t\ie vitue \nos eipjally divided between tbefetwu* 
Three hours, (lor that i* the fourth part ot';> day) tbry spent in reading, 
cspounding* and applying - the fcriptures; and three hours in confeQiug" 
f i • ■ and piaying ; (b that they ftaid together ii>: hourii and fpcut nil the 
time iu C<iW<iu.\ wii* oV' vdi^ioa. without fay m^, litshald what a wenritftj* is 
if/ Thr vnryinj^ of the e\«--rcifes m^de it the iefs tedious, rmd Ob the 
word they read would furnifl) the matter for prayer, fo prayer would make 
the word* the more profitable. Didiop Putriek thinks (hey fpeut the 
whole Im-vIwc ho\us of th»* d«*y in devotion, that from fix o'clock in llm 
morning till nine they read, mid then from nine to tw'tlve the)' prayed; 
from twel " * "' ' " —»■••'"■'•-• 

prayed airani, woi'K or a rait guy is itqou won;. :m« mere lore wc 

fli<iuld 



ig till nine they reaiJ, miu men liom nine to t»tive the)' prayed; 
velve to tfiree they read again, and from three till fix at tiijjht they" 
again. The work of a faft day is gqod work, and therefore wc 
cinlen'our io make a dny'a work, a «;o»d daj '» work ol it. 

4. f Then ftood up upon the ftains of tlie Levi tea j 
Jefluia, and Bani, Kudmicl, Sliebaiiiali, Bunui, Slj«- 
jcViah, Item, and Chcnani,itnd cried with a loud voice 
unto the LOltl) their God. 5. Then the Levites, 
Jcfluta, and Kadmiel, Banc, IiaUiabniali, Shcrebiah, 
SSm\\yab> S^eb^^Vdh> und PelhaVb'iah, i'nid, Stand up 
aitdb'lei's tlieLOltDyourGod for ever and ever; and 
blefled be thy glorious name, which is exalted above 
aUblelKwgaud pvaiie^ 6/rhou,cvc« thon»artLOR]> 
alone, thou halt made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their holts, the earth, and all things thattfrc 
therein, the leas and all that is therein, and thou pre- 
fer veil them ali, and the hotfc of heaven worfhippeth 
thee. 7. Thou art the LORD the- God, who didft 

choofe Abram, who brou^htelt him forth out of XJv 
of theChaldces, and gavelt him the name of Abraham. 
8. And foundeft his heart faithful before thee, and 
madelt a covenant with him, to give the land of the 



fiwiptarcd and couverfmu with them. At this feaft of Taliernaelea, Gc6 [ ^ > Vi T I - LI - \\ ' A , ' .lC2 i^A tuL T> 

appom\ed the \aw to be read, once m feven years; whether this was that CunaamteS, the llittltes, t hp AniOl'ltes, and the ±*e- 

y ear of relenfe in which tliat ferviee was to be performed, (Dent, xxxi.10, I n'zites, and the JebufiteS, and the Gll'galluteS, tO give 
It.) doth not appear, however they fpent all 1 the days of the feaft in that)// I .say. to his iced, and haft performed thy Words, 
Kood v.o.k, and on the eighth day was u foicmn aOemhly ad God hud I vS.^f., n ^ t rWhfrpniic - Q \wt\ iVn)i> fpp the afflit^inn 
appoititeil, tu which thee fmimcd the lolcmnily the Lvcntv-fueond day of] ™ r T ' 1 JgnteoilS . y- AnU U1UU lee inc amiCUOIl 

the month, yet did not Vcatter, for the twenty-fourth day was appointed of OUr fathers 111 Lgypt, and heardelt tlieil Cry by the ' 



to be fpent in faltinjr and player. Holy joy muft not indifpofe us for 
godly forrow, no enure titan £odly forrow for holy joy. 
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\e tenth n*«y of the feventh mwth between the feaft of Trumpets, 
chap. viii. '2. and the fcafl of Tabernacles, ver. 14. was appointed to be 
the day <lf atonement; tee have no reafon to think hut that it teas re- 
Hgioujty ohfcrvidx thav^K it is nat mentioned : But Aere uie Aave «iu 
account of an occasional fnfl ihnt teas Kept a fortnight aj\er that, with 
reference to the prefent po/ture of their affairs, and it was ax that, 
a day of humiliation. There is a time to weep as well as a time to 
/«?/»■«. We have here an account (Jl.) flaw this faji \c<xs aufcrved* 
ver. 3> \'}.) What tcfrc the heads of the prayer that tvas made to 
God on that occasion, wherein they made a. thankful acfmowlcdgjn ent 
of God's mercies, a penitent coufe/fion of sin, and a humble fub- 
miffion <fl ihe righteous hand ej God in the judgments that xoert 
brought upon them, concluding with a fuhtnn refvtution of new obedi- 
ence, ver. 4 — 3S. 

LXVIIL* 



Red Sea : 1 0. And ihewdelt ligns and wonders upon. 
VhaTaoh, and on aYl his ten ants, and on all the people 
of his land : for thou kneweft that they dealt proudly 
againit them: fo didft thou get thee a name, as it £v 
Wv& 4&y> And thou didil divide the lea before 
them, i'o that they went through the midlt of the fea 
on the dry land, and their perlecutors thou th re well 
into the deeps , as a ftone into the mighty waters 12. 
Moreover thou Ieddelt them in the day by a cloudy 
pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give 
them light in the way wherein they Ihould go. 13. 
Thou cameft down alio upon mount Sinai, andfpakeft 
with them from heaven, andgaveft them right judge- 
ments, and true laws , good ftatutes, and Command- 
ments. 14. And madeA known unto them thy holy 

fabbath, and commaftdeft them precepts, ftatutes,and 

9 S laws, 
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law's, by the hand of Mofes thy iervant: 15. And 
gavelt thcni bread from heaven, for their hunger, and 
broughteft forth \vater for them out of the rock for 
their Lliirft. and promiiedft thein that they iliould go 
in to poiieis the land, which thou had It ( worn to give 
them.. J ft. But they and our lathers dealt proudly, and 
hardened their necks, and hearkened not to tlry com- 
lnandments. '7. And refilled to obey, neither were 
mindful of thy wonders that thou did lb among them: 
but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion ap- 
pointed a captain to return to their bondage : but thou 
art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, 
How to anger, and of great kindnefs, and forfookeft 
them not. 18. Yea, Mthen they had .made them a 
molten calf, and laid, This U thy god that brought 
thee up out of Egypt, and had wrought great provo- 
cations : 19. Yet thou in thy manifold mercies, for- 
fookeft them not in the wildernefs; the pillar of the 
cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them 
in the way ; neither the pillar of fire by night, to ihew 
them light, and the way wherein they fliould go. 20. 
Thou gavelt alio thy good Spirit to inltruct them and 
withheiderf not thy manna from their mouth, and 
gavelt them water for their thirit. 52 1 . Yea, forty years 
didit thou fuftain them in the wildernefs, so that they 
lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and 
their feet i welled not. £2 Moreover, thou gave ft them 
kingdomsand nations, and didit divide them into cor- 
ners : lb they poflefled the laud of Sihon, and the land 
of the king of Heflibon, and the land of Og king of 
Balhan. us. Their children alio multiplicdlt thou as 
the liars of heaven, t ha t broughteft them into the land, 
concerning which ihou hault promifed to their lathers, 
that they iliould go in to pollefs it. 24. So the chil- 
dren went in and pollened the land, and thou fubdueft 
before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan - 
ites.and gavelt them into their hands, with their kings, 
and the people of the land, that they might do with 
them as they would. 2.5. And they took itrong cities, 
and a fat land, and poileHed houjes full of all goods, 
wells digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit- 
trees in abundance, lb that t hey did eat, and were rilled, 
and became fat , and delighted themfelves in thy great 
goodnefs. Nevcrthelels they were dilbbedientand 
rebelled againlt thee, and call thy law behind their 
backs, and Hew thy prophets which teltiiied againlt 
them, to turn them to thee, and they wrought great 
provocations. 2 7 . T h c re fo re Aio u cle 1 i ve re ft t he m i n t o 
the hand of their enemies, who vexed them : and in 
the time of their trouble, when the)- cried unto thee, 
thou hcardeft them from heaven: and according to 
thy manifold mercies thou gavelt them faviours,who 
laved them out of the hand of their enemies. 2S. But 
after they had reft, they did evil again before thee : 
therefore lefleit them thou in the hand of their ene- 
mies, fo that they had I he dominion over them ; yet 
when they returned and cried unto thee, thou hearcieit 
than from heaven, and many times didit thou deliver 
them according to thy mercies : 2.9. And teitiliedelt 
againlt them, that thou mighteft bring them again 
unto thy law : yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened 
not unto thy commandments, but linned againlt thy 
judgments (which if a man do, he lhall live in them) 
"and withdrew the Ihoulder, and hardened their neck, 
and would not hear.. 30. Yet many years didit thou 
forbear them, and teltifiedil againlt them by thy Spirit 
in thy prophets: yet would they not give ear : there- 
fore gavelt thou them into the hand of the people of 
the lands. 3 1. Neverthelels for thy great mercies fake, 
thou didit not utterly confume them, nor forfake 
them ; for thou art a gracious and merciful God. 32. 
Now therefore our God, the great, the mighty, and 
the terrible God, who keepelt covenant and mercy ; 
let not all the trouble feem little before thee, that hath 
come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on 
our priefts, and on our prophets, and* on our fathers, 
and on all thy people, lince the time of the kings of 
Ailyria, unto this day. 33. Howbeit, thou artjuii in 
all that is brought upon us ; for thou haft done right, 
but we have done Avickedly : 34. Neither have our 
kings, our princes, our priefts, nor our fathers kept 
thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments, and 
thy teltimonies wherewith thou didit teltify. again ft 
them. 3J..For they have not ferved thee in their 
kingdoms, and in thy great goodnefs that thou gavelt 
them, anti in the large and fat land which thou gavelt 
betbr^them, neither turned they from their wicked 
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works. :>6\ Behold, we arc fervants this day, muljhr 
the land that thou gavelt unto our fathers, to eat the 
fruit thereof, and' the good thereof, behold, we are 
lervants in it. 37. And it yielded much increafe unto 
the kings v.' horn thou halt let over us, becaule of our 
lins: alio they have dominion over our bodies, and 
over our cat-tie, at their pleafure, and we are in great 
diftrels. .38. And becaule of all this, we make a lure 
covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and 
priefts leal unto it. 

Wc have here an account how the work of this fiift day was carried on.. 

1. The names of (he mi n fliers that were employed. 'They are twice 
named, ver. 4, 5. only with fome variation of the* namps. Either they 
prayed fncceflively, according to that rule which the apoflle gives, I Cor* 
\iv. tfi. ye may all prophecy one by one. Or, an ibme think, there were 
eight feveral congregations at fome diftance from each other, and each 
had a Levite to preiide in it. 

2. "The work it fell* they employed themfelves hi; (1.) They prayed to 
God ; cried to him with a loud voice, ver. 4. for the pardon of the lias of 
IlVael, and God's favour to them. They cried aloud not that God might 
the better hear them, as Baal's, worfhippers, hut that the people might, 
ami to excite their fervency. (2.) They praifed God. For the work of 
praife is not unfenfonnbh' on a faft-duy; in all m?r* of devotion we mud 
aim at this, to give unto God the glory due to lux name. 

The fu miliary of their prayer* we have here upon record; whether 
drawn up before, as a directory to the Leviles what to enlarge on, or re- 
collected after, as the heads of what they had in prayer enlarged upon, 
is uncertain. Much more no doubt was faid than is'here recorded, elfe 
eon feUing and worfiiipping God had not taken up a fourth part of the. 
day, much lei's two fo tilths. 

In this folemn add re is to God, we have, 

1. An awful adoration of Ciod, as a perfeft and gloiions being, and the 
fountain of all being-, ver. 5. (S. The congregation is called upon, to fig- 
nify their concurrence herewith, by Handing up, and fo the miuiftor directs 
liinifelf to God, bleQhl he thy glorious name. Gotl is here adored, ( l .) As. 
the one only living and true God. Thou art Jehovah alone, lelf-exitfent 
and independent, there is no God belides thee. (-2.) As the Creator of 
all things ; thou hujl made heaven, earthy and fca$,t\\\\\ all that is in them. 
The lirft article of our creed is litly made the liril article of our praiies. 
(3.) As the great protector of the whole creation ; thou prefcrveft in being 
all the creatures thou haft given being to. God's providences extends it- 
fell' to the higheit beings, for they m od it, and to the meaneir, for they are 
not {lighted by it. \\ hat Got! has made he will preferve; w hat he doth 
is done iirm, Ecelef. iii. M. (4.) As the object of the creature praiies, 
the ho/l of heaven, tor* world of holy angels, icorjhippeth thee, ver. o. But 
thy name iSexaltcd above all blvffhig and praife, it needs not the piuifes of 
the creatures, nor is any addition made to his glors by thofe praifes. The 
heft performances in the praifmgof God's name, even thofe of the angeU 
themfelves, fall infinitely (hort of what it deferves. It is not only exalted 
above our bleiVmg, but above all blefling. l*ut all the praifes of heaven 
and earth together ; and the thoufandth part is not faid of what might and. 
fliould be laid of the glory of God. Qur goodnefs extendeth not to him. 

2. A thankful acknowledgment of God's favours to Ifrael, many of 
which are here reckoned up in order before him, and very much to the 
purpofe, for (I.) We muft take all occafions to mention the loving kind- 
nefs of the Lord, and in every prayer give thanks. (2.) When we are 
confellingour lins, it is good to take notice of the mercies of God, us the 
aggravations of our lins, that we may be the more humbled and ufliamed 
and eaU ourfelves byihe fcaudalous name of ungrateful. (3.) When we 
are feeking to God for mercy and relief in the* time of diftrefs, it is an 
encouragement to our faith and hope, to look back upon ourowu and our 
hit hers experiences. Lord, thou. hail done well for us formerly, lliall it 
be all undone again ? Art not thou the fume God ilill ? 

Let us briefly obferve the particular iullanccs of- God's goodnefs to If- 
rael here recounted. 

1. The call of Abraham, ver. 7. God's favour to him was difiinguiuV 
ing, thou didit choofe him ; his grace in him was powerful to briugliim, 
out of Ur of the ChaMees, and in giving him the name of Abraham, he 
put honour upon him lis his own, and afTured him that he fliould be the 

father of many nations. Look unto Abraham your father, Ifa. li. 2. and 
fee free grace glorified in him. 

2. The covenant God made with him, to give the land of Canaan to 
him and his feed, n type of the better country, ver. 8. And this covenant 
was fare, for Got I found Abraham's heart faithful before God, and there- 
fore found it fo, becaufe he made it fo (for faith is not of ourfelves, it is 
the gift of God) and therefore performed his words ; for with the upright 

he will /hew himfelf upright, and wherever he finds a faithful heart, he 
will be found a faithful God. 

.'3. The deliverance of Ifrael out of Egypt, ver. 9, 10, 11. It was fea- 
fon a bid to remember this, now they were interceding for the perfecting of 
their deliverance out of Babylon. They were then delivered in companion 
to their affliction, in aufwer'to their cry, and in refinance of the pride and 
infoleucc of their pcrfecutors: wherein they dealt proudly God mewed 
him fell' above them, Exod. xviii. 1 1. and fo gat him a name ; for he faid, / 
will get me honour Upon Pharaoh ; even this day the name of God is glo- 
rified for that wouderful worit. It was done miraculoufiy ; fignsund won- 
ders were (hewed for the effccTing of it; their deliverance was the de- 
struction of their enemies; they were thrown into the deeps as inecover- 
ably as a flone into the mighty waters. 

4. The conducing of them through the wildernefs: by the pillur of cloud 
ami fire, which flicwed them both" which way they fhould go, when tlicv 
fliould remove, and wheu and where they fliould reft, dimmed all their 
it ages and all their fteps, ver. li. And was alfo a vifible token of God's 
prefence with them to guide and guard them. They mention this again, 
iter. IQ' obferving, that though they had by their fins provoked God to 
withdraw/rom them, and leave thein to wander and perifli in the bv-paths 
of the wildernefs, yet in his manifold mercy he continued to lead them, and 
took not away the pilkit of cloud and jfrc, ver. 19. When mercies though 
forfeited are continued, we are much obliged to be" doubly thankful. ° 

6. The plentiful proviflon made for them in the wildernefs, that they 
might not peri fli for hu nger, thou gar.cji them bread from heaven, and water 
out of the rock, (ver. 15.) and to hold up their hearts, a promife that they 
fliould go in and poflefs the loud of Canaan. Meat and drink, food con- • 
venient in the way, and the good land- in their jo urney's end, what would 
they more? This alfo is repeated, ver. 20, 21. as that which was conti- 
nued, notwithstanding their provocations ; forty years didjl thou fvfiain 
them, never was people fo long nurfed, and fo tenderly ; it was wonder- 
fully 
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fully provided, and in fo long a time their clothes waxed not old, and 
though the way was rough and tedious, their feet fwctled not, for they 
were carried as upon eagles wings* 

(J. The giving of the law upon mount Sinai. This was the great eft fa- 
vour of all that whs done, awl the greateft honour that was pul upon them. 
The lawgiver was very glorious, ver. 13. Thou didft not fend only, but 
came ft down thyfelf* \u\i\ fpakcjt with than* Deut. iv. 33: The law given 
was very good ; no nation under the fun had fueh right judgments* true 
laws and good Jlalutcs, Deut. iv. 8. The moral and judicial precepts true 
and right, founded upon natural equity, and the eternal rcafons of good 
and evil; and even the ceremonial inftitution good, token of God's good* 
nefs to them, the types of gofpel grace. Particular notice id taken of the 
Jaw of the fourth commandment as a great favour to them, thou, made/i 
known unto them thy holy fabbath* which was a token of God'* particular 
favour to them, diftinguiftiiug them from the nations who revolted from 
God, and quite loll that ancient iuftancc of revealed religion; and was 
like wife a means of keeping up their communion with him. And with 
thetaw* and the fabbath lie gave his good fpirit to injlrutl them, ver. '-20- Bo- 
lides the law given on mount Sinai, the live hooks of Mofea, which lie 




and 
ver 



7. The putting of them in pofietiion of Canaan, that good land, kingdoms 
d nations* ver, &2. They were made fn numerous as to replenish it, 
r. 23- and fo victorious as to he mailers of it, ver* *-M. the native were 



given into tneir uanuo, una uivy mtgui uv wun utvm liu y «^«/«, iw uia 
feet if they pleafed on the necks of their kings. Thus they gained a happ 
Jetttement, ver. 2.3. Look upon their cities, and you fee them firoiiguu 
well fort ilied. Look into their houfes, and vou liud thein line and wel 



iveu into their hand*, chat thvy might do with them as they would, fet their 

vy 

and 
ell 

ftirmlhcd, filled with all forts of rich goods. Take a view of the country, 
and you will fay you never law fuch a fat land fo well frored with vine- 
yards and olive-yards. All thefe they found made ready to their hands, 
tb they delighted tbeKifeives in the gifts of God's great goodnefs. They 
could not wtfli to be more eafy or happy than they were, or might have 
been in Canaan, had it not been their own fault. 

8. God's great readiuefs to pardon their litis* and work deliverance for 
them, when they had by their provocations brought his judgments upon 
themfel 
reaa 
had [. 

who has power _ _ 

though they forfook him,hedid not forfake them, asjuftly he might have 
done, l>ut continued his care of them, and favour to them. Afterwurds 
when they were fettled in Canaan, and fold thomfclves by their litis into 
the bands of their enemies, upon their fubniiflion and humble requeft he 
gave them janiours* ver. -27. the judges, by whom God wrought many a 
great deliverance for them, when they were on the brink of ruin. This he 

did 
cord i i 





their sins, ver. -JS, HQ. that they might not mifeoultruc their deliverances, 
us co -advances at their wickedness. That which was dciigued in all the 
teftimoaies which the prophets boreagainft them, was to bring thein again 
to GodMaw, to lay their necks* under its yoke, and walk by its rule. The 
end of our miniliry is to bring people to God, by bringing them to his law, 
not to bring them toourfeives, hy bringing them under any law of ours. 
This we have again, ver* 30. 77a>u tejhfieth againjt them by thy Spirit in 
thy prophet?. The tedimony of the prophets was the teftimony of the Spi- 
rit ill the prophets, and it was the Spirit of Chrift in them, l Pet.u 10,11 

but ti 

th 
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{■Z Citron* xxaevi. 15.) that he may not fend judgments. 

10. The bstiiitheiiiuu; out of his patience, anil the moderating ofliis rc- 





wrath, tor he deigned their rvfonnution, not their rfeftruction. 

Thus do they multiply, Huis do they magnify, the inllauces of God's 
gooclnefe to Ifrael, and we fliould do in likfr manner, thut the gooihiels of 
God, duly confidered by us, may lead us to repentance, and overcome 
our badnefs; the more thankful \vc are for Gori'b mercies, the more 
humbled we fli»U he for our own fins. 

3. Mere- is a penitent confefiion of fin, their own tins, and the fins ol 
their fathers. The mention of thefe is interwoven with the memorials of 

G - - . 

mi; 

vours 

Appear bVcomi>arin^ tliofe verles with thefe; for the word of God is of 
tile to direct us in prayer, and by what lie faith to us wc may learn what 

to ftiv to him. 





renibn to be proud, and hardened their necks, ver. 16. Pride is at the bot- 
tom of mens obftinacy and difobedience ; they think it below them to bow 
their necks to GodV. voice, and a piece of flute to fet up their own will in 

the will of God himfelf. There were two things which they 




thev dulv confidered them as miracles, they would have obeyed from a 
principle' of faith and holy fear; had they duly confidered them as mercies, 



nonces* wuut vuia «'»- ^r.^^^ . . — o m 

ilanced in which they were guilty of in the wildernefs; meditating a re- 
turn 



onions 
tuiul 



<!BnatJit«<f * captain to return to their bondage^ in diitruft of God'* power, 
and contempt of his -ood proiiyfe, ver. 17- (*-)To Egyptian idolatry; 
then made a molten calj\ and were fo foltjflpas to fajr, this is thy God. 
(i.) They next bcwuil the provocations of their futfaere, after they were 



put in pofft (fion of Canaan. Though there they delighted thcmfblvcs its 
God's great goodttr/s, yrt that would not prevail to keep them t i i* ii t to hiriJi 
for ncverthc hjs they were dijobedienf, ver, 20*. and wrought great prorata** 
tions. For, (I*) They aimfed (ioti's prophets»y/# B f0 them, becanfe they 
tejtijit d aguinji them, to turn than to God, ver. ti(>. So r^tumin^ the 
grouted injury for the ^reaJefi kinduefs* (t!«J They ubufed his favour^ 
after thvy had rejl, they did veil again, ver. 'is, not wrought upon, either 
by their trouble*, or their deliverance* out ol' trouble* JVeitlier fear nor 
love would hold thein to their duty. 

{'3.) They at length Come nearer to their own day, and lament the fins 
which had brought thefe judgment* upon them, whieh they hud long been 
groaning under, and were now but in part delivered from. IVehaeedone ' 
v:ickedly,v<ir. 33* Our Icings, our princes, our priejis, and our fathers* have 
ail been guilty, and we in them, ver. ;M. Two things they charge upon 
themfel ves and their fathers, as the cattle of their troubles, 1. A contempt 
of the good law God had given them. They sinned againji thy judgments* 
the di&ates of divine wifdom, and the demands of divine fovereigntv : 
though they were told how much it would be for their own advantage \o* 
govern themfelves by .them, for if a man do, them hcjhall live by th€w,ver* 
J9f vet they would not do them, and fo in elfect laid, they would not lice; 
thvy forfoolc their own mercies. This abridgment of the covenant, do this 
and live* U taken from Ezek* xx. 1J- and is quoted Gut. hi. l'i. to prove 
that //i? taw isvot of faith ; it was not then a* it is now, believe and live*yct 
they gave a withdrawing flioulder, fo itis in the margin. They pretended 
(o lay their (boulders under the burden of Clnd^ huv s , and put their flioul- 
ders to the work, but they proved withdrawing (boulders, they feon Heiv 
off, wotdd not ltick to it, would not abide by it; when it came (as we 
fay) to the letting to, and fliruuk back and would not hear; they had a 
backiliding heart. And though God by his prophets called them to 
return, they would not give t ar, ver. M) m hafiretched out his hands, but 7:0 
man regarded. 2. A contempt of the good laud God had giren them, 
ver* *io. Our kings have notjbrced thee in their kingdom, nor 11 fed their 
power for the lupport of religion ; our people have not ferved thee in the 
life of the gifts of thegrent gnodnefs, and in that lar^eaud fat land which 
thou not only gavefr them by thy grant, but gaveft before them by the ex- 
pullion of the natives, and the comjdete victories they obtaijied over 
them. They that would not ferve God in their own hind, wore made to 
ferve their enemies in a Inange land, as was threatened, JJeut. xxviiu 47. 
4rf. U is a pity a good land lliould have bad inliahitants, but fo it was 
with Sodom; fatuefs and fulnefs tjften make men proud and fenfuah 

4. Ciere is a humble reprefentation uf the judgments uf God, whieh 
they had been and were now under. 

(I.) Former judgment* an: remembered as aggravations of their fins, 
that they had not taken warning. In the days of the judges their enemies' 
vexed them, ver. 27- And when they did evil again God did again leave 
them in the hand of their enemies* who could not have touched them, if 
God had not given them up; but when God left thein, they ^ot and 
kept dominion over them. 

(2.) Their prefent calamitous frate is, laid before the Lord, tw« 3d* J17» 
We are Jervants this day.. Free-born Ifraeiites are enllnved, and the land 
which they hud long held by u much more honourable tenure than grand 
ferjeantry itfelf, even by immediate grant from the crown of heaven, to 
them as a peculiar people above all people of the earth, they now held by 
as bale a tenure as villainage itfelf, by, from, and under the kings of 
I^erfia, whole valfals they were. A fad change: but lee what work (in 
makes! They were botttid to perfoual ferviee; they hafe dominion over 
oar bodies • they held all they had preearionfly, were tenants at will, and 
their laud-tax that they paid was lb great, that it amounted even to a 
rack-rent; fo that all the rents, i flues, and prolits of their land did in 
effect accrue to the king, and it wa*, as much as they couKl do to get. a 
bare fnbfiflcnce for themfelves and their families out of it ; this they ho- 

nertly own was for their tins ; poverty and llavery are the fruits of fin : 
that brings us into ail our difficile*. 

3. Here is their addrefs to God upon thefe calamities. 
J. By way of requeff, that their trouble might not feem little, ver. 32. 
It is the only petition 111 all lhi> prayer. The trouble was univei fal, it is 
come 011 our kings, princes, priclU, prophets, fathers, and all our people ; 
they had all ihared in the lin, ver. 34. ami now all fharcd in the judgment* 
[t was of long continuance, from the time of the kings of Afiyria, who 
carried the ten tribes captive, unto this day ; Lord, let it not all feem 
little, and not worthy to he regarded, or not needed to be relieved. They 
do not prefcribe to God what he find! do for them, but leave it to him, 
only deliring he would pleafe to take coguifanrc of it, remembering that 
when ho faw the alllictiun of his people in Egypt to be great, he came 
down to deliver them, JSxod. iii. 7- In this linjueft they have an eye to 
God, as one that is to be feared, for he is the great, the mighty, and the 
terrible God, and one that is to be trufted, for he is our God in cove* 
naut, and a God that keeps covenant and mercy. 

2. By the way of acknowledgment notwitbjlanding, that really it was 
lefs than they deferved, ver* 33. They own the juffice of God in alt their 
troubles, that he had done them no wrong; we have dune wickedly in 
breaking thy laws, and therefore thou halt done right in bringing all 
thefe miferies'upon us. Note, it becomes us when we.nre under the re- 
bukes of the divine providence, though never fo fliarp, and never fo long, 
to juftify God, and to judge ourfclves: for he will be clear when tie 
judgcth* P fal 111 th 4. 

3- Here is the refult and couclufion of this whole matter; after this 
long reuionftruuee of their cafe was made, they came at lair to this refolu- 
tion that they \v°u)d return to Goc], and to their duty, and oblige them- 
felves never to forfake God, but always to continue in their duty. 13c- 
caufe of nil this wc make a fure eovenaut with God ; in confideration of 
our frequent departures from God, we will now more ffrmly than ever bind 
ourfelves to him. Becanfe we have fmartcdfo much for fin, we will now 
itedfuftly refolve agaiuft it, that we may not any more withdraw the fhoul- 
der. Obfervc, 1. This covenant was made with ferious confideration; it is 
*thc refult of a chain of fuitabie thoughts, and fo is a reafonable ferviee* 
C. With great folemnity. It was written in perpetuam rei memoriam* it 
was fealed to, and left upon record, that it might be a witnefs a gain ft them 
if they dealt deceitfully. 3. With joint content: We make it, we are all 
agreed in it, and do it nnanunoufly, that we may ftrengthen the hands of 
oti£ another. 4. With fixed refolution, it is a fure covenant, without re- 
fervtng. a powfl* of revocation. It is what we \ViU live and die by, and 
never jjobacfc from. A certain number of the princes, priefts, and Levi tes, 
were cliofen as the representatives of the congregation, to fubferibe and 
featl it, for and in tl)e name of the reft. Now was fullillcd that promife 
concerning the Jews that when they were returned out of captivity, they 
fljould ;om themfelves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, Jer. xl. 5* and 
that Ifa. xlv. 5. that they fbould fnbfcribe with their hand unto the Lord; 
and he that bears an ho n eft mind will not ft artle at affu ranees; nor will thofe 
that know the dcceitmluefs of their own hearts think them need lefs. 

CHAP. 
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Tf V have in this diopter a particular oceounl e>f the rortnanl winch in 
the ctq/c of the foregoing chapter was rejoiced upon; they Jlruck 
tchilc the iron was not, and immediately put that good rcfalne. in 
execution, when they tucre in a good frame* le/l if it had hern delay- 
ed it had been^ dropped, litre h, *J ►"«»»'»* ?/ 1 thut )'■' 
their hands and feats to it, ver. I— «7- (■-•) -J" account of thofe 
who signified their confent and concurrence, ver. i»8, l 29. The 
covenant vftlf and the articles of it in genet al y that they would keep 
Cod'* commandments, ucr, i'J, in j»A»*ftirii)«r» thnl ihey hpmM uvf 
worry with the heathen, v«r. 30. nor profane the fabbath. or be rigour- 
ens with their debtors, ver. 31* .dfnrf «/mf M<y u?ouM carefully pay 
their church-duties, far the maintenance of the temple fcrvicc t which 
they ptomife faithfully to ud/icre to, vet. Si— ".><>. 



rfliatha, the Ton of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, 
Azariah, Jeremiah, 3. Pafhur, Am&i iah, 
Malchijah, 4.Hattulh,ShebaniaIi,Malluch, 5.Ha- 
rim,MeremothjObadiah t 6. Daniel ,Giniiethon, Ba- 
ruch, 7. Meihuiiam, Abijah, Mijainin, B. Maaziah, 
BiJgai, Shemaiah : thefeawc the priefts. 9- And the 
Levites : both Jefhua the fon of Azaniah, Biimui of 
the ions of Ilenadad, Kadmiel ; 10. And their 
brethren Shebaniah,Hodijah,Kelita,PeIaiah,Hanan, 
ll, Micha, Rehob, Hafhabiah, 12. Zaccur, Shere- 
biah.Shebaniah. Hodija^Bani.Beninu. >4.'i'hc 
chief of the people: Parofh, Pahath-moab, Etam, 
Zatthu, Bani, 15. Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16. Ado- 
nijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17. Ater, Hiv.UijaU, Ami, 
1H. llodijah, Hafhuin, Bezai. l£. Hariph, Anathoth, 
Nebai, 20. Alagpiafh, Melhullam , Hezir, 2 1 . Me- 
fhezabeel, Zadok, Jaddua, fli!. P*Iatca.(t, Hauau, 
Anaiah, 23-Holhea, Hananiah, Hafhub, 24. Hallo- 
hefli: Pileha,Shobek, 35. Rcluini,Haihabnah,Maa- 
feiah, 26*. And Ahijah, Hanan, A nan, 27. Malluch, 
Hanm,Baanah, ^3. And the relief the people* the 
priefts, the Levites, the porters, the fingers, the Ne- 
thiuims, and all they that had feparated themfelves 
from the people of the lands, unto the law of God, their 
wives, their Ions and their daughters, every one hav- 
ing knowledge, and having miderftanding : 2<). They 
clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into 
acurfe, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which 
was given by Moles the (ervant of God, and to obferve 
and do all the commandments of the LORD our 
God, and his judgment and his flatutes : 30. And 
that we would not give our daughters unto the people 
of the lard, nor take their daughters for owy Sws: 
31. And if the people of the, land bring ware, or any 
victuals on the iabbath-day, to fell, that we would 
not buy it of them on t lie tabbath, or ou the holy- 
day ; and ihttt we would leave the leventb year, and 
the exaction of every debt. 

When Ifvncl wa* ft'ft brought into cove rumt w'rt\» Got), it *»as done by 
facrifice, and the fm-inkhng of blood, Exotl* xxiv. But here it was done 
by the more natural and common way or* fealinif and fubferibing the 
written irtieh s of the cg*cnant, hicli bound them to no ware than was 

^trendy their duty. 
•Sow here wv have*, 

I. The nnmctf of thofe public petfona wlm; as the reprefentativen and 
heads* of the congregation, i'et their hands and IVyla to thiy «*ovci):mti be- 
caufe it \*ou1d h-ive bvvu an cni\\el-s piece of wprV for t'»ery paniculur 
peiTon to i'ove done it. And if theft* loading men did their part in pur- 
fuance of this covenant, it Mould have a good influence upon all the 
people. 

Nov.- obferve. [\*\ NchMntab, »U«* ^Vie goven»or, f>gncd firfl, to 
<Thew bis* forward nefs in his work, and to fet others a good exuniple, ver.\. 
Thofe that are above others in dignity and power, ftiould ^o before them 
in the wny of God. (2.) Next to him fubferibed twenty-two pricft-j, 
amonp whom I womlrr we t\o not find £?.rn, wbo was an uflivc man in 
the fok-mnity,iAf7>. viii. 2. which was but this firit day of the fame month, 
and therefore we cannot think lie was abfent, but he having before done 
his pure us a fcrihe, now Itft it Ui other* ta do theirs. (3.) Next to the 
jintfCb, fevent»*ert Leviles fuWcfibed ibis to-ienai)!, among wbom wp rind 
all or rooft of thofe who were the mouth of the congregation in prayer, 
chap. ix. 4, 5. Which {hewed that they themfelves were afTecled with 
what they hud faid, arid would not bind thofe be dens on others illicit 
they themfcWcsdecYwed to touvb. Tbty ibutU'jd in pmyvr fbouid lead 
in every other good work. ^4.) Next to the Levites, forty-four of the 
chief of the people gave it under their hands for themfelves and nil the 
reft, chiefly thofe wham they hud influence upon, Jhat they would keep 
Oad'» comiuumlments.. TUe'lT names ore ^cft upon record here to ihtir 
honour, as men that were forward and aclive, in reviving and endeavour- 
ing^, to perpetuate religion in their country ; the memory of fuch fhall 
be bleflcd. It U ohfurvuhle that inaft of thofe who were mentioned <hap. 
viii. 8, as head* of boufes or clans ore Wre nivnltoner) omonp the firfl 
of the chief of the people thut fnbfcribed ; whoever was the prefent head 
bLurin«r the name of him that was head when they came out of Babylon, 
nnd thefe were fitteft to fubferibe for alt thofc of their father's hgufe. 
Here is Hatotb, Pa\iatb-in6nb,E\Mn,Zi»nw» Bam, r^r.14. Az.crad, Beboi, 
Iiigvni» Adin, Ater, HuOmm, Berui, Hariph, Anathoth, and fome others 
in the' following verfes, that arc all found in thut catalogue. They that 

have intereft rouft life it for God. 

^ The cancurrence of the reft of the people wirti tbem, ond the reft of 
the uriefts and Levites.who iifrnilietl their con fen t to what their chiefs did. 
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With them joined, (1.) Their wives and children, for they bad tranf- I ceed ... „. - -— --- -- — ? 

^rclfcd, and they rouU reform \ every one that had knowledge and un- I neulefted. We rouft not only cen/c to do evil, but learn to do veil. 



riurftunding m»ilt rovonant with God. Ar» loon a.-; young people j;row up 
to be capable of diftingui filing between <-ood and evil, and i:f ucliug i;i- 
tcUigcnUirt tlw-y ought to make it their own aft and deed, Utjviu 'l»'uj- 
/vlva rvthc Lord. '(•».) The profcivtc* pf other :«.Hio::3, all that bid lV- 
parated themfelves from the peopfe of the lands tlieir gotU ::ad their 
. worfliip*, under the law of God, and the obfervuiiec of that law. Si-e what 
eiMiveif^i'Mi ia, ic U feparatinj; ourlelves from the *.onrfe and enftum «t" 
this v.imIiI, and ri tinting ourlelves li> the conduct of ti:c aortl of C:n*l. 
Ami us there is one law, to there is one coveuuut, ojjc ba^tifm for the 
ftranger, and for him that is born in the land. 

Obferve how the concurrence of the people is esprelTed, ver. C£). ( 1 .» 
They clave lo Iheir brethren ; one u»d all. Here «lu>m the court bh'ftVd 
the country blcJTed too! The commonalty agreed with their nobles in 
this good work. Great men never look fo great, as when they entourage 
religion and are exumplc^ of it; und they would by that, us much us any 
ihmg, mulce un intcreft in the moft valuable of ibrir infevioiw. Ixt but 
the nobles cordially efj>oufe religious caufes» perhaps they will find peo- 
ple cleave to them therein clofer thun they can imagine. Oblerve their 
nobles are called their brethren, for in the thing* of God rich and poor, 
bign ond loiv mreL together. They rnlftred into a curfeand an vatK. 

As the nobles confirmed the covenant with their- hands and feals, fo the 
people with a curfe and an oath ; fnlcmnly appealing to God concerning 
their Gncerity, and tmprecat'mg bisjuft revengenf they deult deceitfully. 
Every p.itb hay in it a conditional curfe upon the foul, winch makes it a 
ftrong bond upon the foul ; for our tongues, if falfe and lying tongues, 
will tall and fall heavy upon ourfelves. 

:1. The geuerul purport of this covenant. They laid upon themfelves 
no other burden but tliu m-eefiary thing, which tliey were already obliged 
to by all other engagements, of duty, interefr and gratitude, to tvallt in 
God's laio and do all his commandnwnts, ver. 2J). Tliisi was it which David 
fwore, that he would hc.ep Cod's righteous judgments, Pfal. exis. 
Our o«vii covemmt bind> n» to this, if not n>ute ftjpngly, yet more feali- 
bly than we were before bound ; and therefore we muft not think ir. 
iieedlefi thus to bind ourfelves to do all the commandments of God; and 
(herein to have uu eye to bun as the f~ord, mid our Lord. 

4. Some oMhu parlicnluv utricle* of ibis covejmut. Sucbasucie 
adapted lo their prefent temptations. 

1. Thut they would not intennairy with the heathen, ver. Ufanyof 
them lud been guilty of tin » ; Kznx is. \. In our covenants with God, we 
IWuhi rngage paiiiculady ii;ainll thole tins that we huve been moll fre- 
quently overtaken in, and dauiagcil by. They that refolve to keep the 
commandments ufCJud, mujlfay to evil doers , depart, PIU1. esix. II a. 

2. They thut »voald kevp no imukets on the lubbuth-duy, arany other 
day oF uhich the law had fa a), ysjhull da no work therein. They would 
pot only not fell goods themfelves for gain on that day, but they would 
not encourage the heathen to fell on that day, by buying of them ; no 
not victual*, under pretence «f ueevdiry; but would hm* in their provifious 
for their familic» the day hi lore, irr. 31. Note, Thofe that uuvenaut ti> 
keep all God's commandments, muft particularly covenant to keep fab- 
baths well* for the profanation of them is a»« inlet to other inftances ef 
pi <ifanenefj. The lUbbath ta a market duy for our fsjula, but not for our 
bodies. 

3. That they w«nld not be fevcre m exacting their debts, but would ob- 
ferve the feventh year as a year of roleafe, according to the law, car, 31- 
[n this mutter they hud beca faulty, chap.w and here therefore they promife 
to reform. This <tj> the erteptablr fatt to undo the heavy burden, and to 
Iff the oppreJJ'ed so free, lfa. Iviii. (>. It wus i" theclofe of the day of ca- 
ptation, that the jubilee trumpet founded. It was for the negle/5t of oU- 
f<rving the feventh year a* n year of reft for the land, that God hud made 
it enjoy i1» fubbirtb> (evenly years, I, to. .\x>». 3 3. an J therefore ihey co»e- 
n»nt to obferve that law. f hole aru Irubbom children indeed » that will 
not amend the fault which they have been particularly corrected for. 

.02. Alio made ordinances for us, to charge our- 
felves yearly with the third part of a iliekel, for the 
(crvicc of the houfe of our God, 33. For the fhew- 
WreaO^nnd &>r the continual meat-offering, and for the 
continual burnt-offering of the labbaths, of the new 
moons for the fet feaiis, and for the holy things, and 
for the fii\-off-rings toranke an' atonement for llrael* 
and ybrall the work of the houfeof our God. 34. Aud 
we caft the lots among the prieits, the Levites, and 
tUe people, fov the wooc\-ofterint5 to bring it into the 
l)Oule of our God, after the houles of our fathers, at 
times appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar 
of the LORD ouv God, as it h written in the law 2 
35. And to bring the lirft- fruits of our ground, and the 
firft-fruits of all fruits of all trees, year by year, unto 
the houfe of the LORD : 36. Alio the nrft-born of 
our Tons and of our cattle, (as it is written in the law) 
and the firftlings of our herds, and of our flocks, to 
bring to the houfe of our God, unto the priefts that 
iriinifter in the houfe of our God: 37. And that we 
fliould bring the firft-fruits of our dough, and our 
offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine, 
and of oil, unto the priefts, to the chambers of the 
houfe of our God, and the tithes of our ground unto 
theLevites, that the f ameLevi tes might have the tithes 
an &H the cities of our tillage. 38. And the prieft the 
son of Aaron lhall be with the Levites, when the Le- 
vites take tithes : and the Levites fhall bring up the 
tithe of the tithes unto the houle of our God, to the 
chambers, into the treafure-houfe. 39. For the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and the children of Levi, lhall bring the 
offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto 
the chambers, where are the veffels of the fandtuary, 
and the prieft, that miniiter, and the porters, and the 
fingers : and we will uot for fake the houfe of ourGod. 

Having covcuanted nguinft the fins they had been guilty of they pro- 
ed in obliging themfelves to revive and obferve the duties they had 
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J. It was refolved in general, that the temple fervicc fliould be carefully 
Icept up, that the work of t)ie houfe of their God fhould he done in its 
feafon, according to the law, vcr. 33. Let not any people exiM*& the 
bleflingof God, uniefs they make confeience of obfervinghis ordinances, 
and keeping up the public worfhip of hi in. Then it is likely to go well with 
ourhoufes, when caw is taken that the works of God's houfe yo on well. 
It was Iikewjfe refolved, that they would imvay forfake the houfe of 'their God 
ver. 3£). as they and their fathers had done; not Ibifake it for the houfe of* 
any other god, or for the high places, us idolaters did ; nor forfake it for 
their iarms and merchuudifes, as thofe did that were utheiftical and pro- 
fane. They t hut for lake the worfhip of God, forfake God. 

2. It was refolved in purfuauceof this, that they would liberally maintain 
the tern ple-fer vice, and not fturve it. The priefts were ready to do their part 
in nil the work of God's houfe, if the people would do theirs, which was to 
find them materials to work upon. Now here it waa agreed and concluded* 

1 . That a flock fhould be raifed for the fu mi filing of God's table and altar 
plentifully. Formerly there were treafures in the houfe of the Lord for this 
purpofe, but thofe were gone, and there was t> > fettled fund to fupply the 
want of them ; it was a con Hunt charge to provide fhew-bread for the table, 
two lambs for the daily offerings, four for the fub baths, and more and more 
coftly fucriticcs for other feftivuls, occalioual fin-offerings, and meat-oftVr- 
ings, and drink-offerings for them all; they had no rich king to provide 
thefe, as Hezekiah did : the pricft* could notation! it, their maintenance 
was fo final I. The people therefore agreed to contribute yearly each of 
them the third pint of a Nickel, about ten-pence a-piece, for the bearing of 
this expence. When every one will uc*r, and every one will give, though 
hut little towards a good work, it will amount to fomethin^ in the whole. 
TheTirfhathu did not impofe this tax, but the people made it an ordinance 
forth em felves, and charged themieives with it, ver. 32, 33* 

2. That particular care fhould be taken to provide wood for the altar, to 
keep the fire always a burning upon it; and wherewith to boil the peace- 
offerings; Each of them priefts and Levites, as well as people, agreed to 
bring in their quota, and caft lots in what order they fliould bring it in, 
which family firft, and which next, that there might be a eon ft ant fupply, 
and not a fcarcity atone time, and an overplus at another, vcr. 34. Thus 
they provided the fire and the wood, as well as the iambs for the burnt- 
offerings. 

S.Thutullthofe things which the divine law hud appointed for the mamte- 





gleet it, ror tne ma King 
Then the work of the houfe of God is likely to go on, when thofe that 
ferve at the altar live, and lire comfortably upon the altar. Firft-fruits 
and tenths were 
and they here re: 
ground and trees, _ 

children, even the money wherewith they were to be redeemed; and or 
their cattle, Exod. xiii. 2, II, 12. This was given to the priefts, Num. 
xviiu 15, I0\ Alio the firft-fruits of their dough, AW xv. 21. Concern- 
ing which thcr»i is a particular order given in the prophecy concerning 
the fecond temple, Ezck. xliv. 30. (2.) To bring in their tenths iikewife, 
which were due to the Levites, ver. 37. and a tenth out of thofe tenths to 
the priett, vcr. 38. Tina was the law, JVuui. xviiu 21 — 28. But thefe 
dues had been with-held, for which God by the prophet charged them 
with robbing him, Mai. Hi. 8, y. and encouraged them to be more juft to 
htm and his receivers, with a promifc that if they brought the tithes into 
the flore-houfe he would pour out buffings upon them, ver. 10. This there- 
fore they refolve to do, that there might be meat iu God's houfe, aud 

' - * ' " '* ' ' *" "* •- "'efanc- 

of our 

for they 

_ well ob- 

fervesfthough they paid great taxes to the kings of Perfia, and had much 
hardflnps put upon them, they would not make that an excufe for not 
paying'their tithes, hut would render to God the things that were his, 
as well as to Co-far the things that were his. We rnutt do what we can in 
■works of piety aud charity, notwithstanding the taxes we pay to the go- 
vernment ;nnd chearfully perforin our duty to God in our fervitude, which 
will be the furdfc way to eafe aud liberty m God's due time. 

CHAP. XI. 

Jerufalem was walled round, but it was not as yet fully inhahitcd, and 
therefore weak and defpicable. Nehemialis next cure is to bring- peo- 
ple into iU of that we have here an account. ( I.) The methods taken to 
rep/enifhit, ver. 1,2. (2.) The principal pcrfons that resided there, 
Jf Jttdah and Benjamin, ver. 3—1). Of the priefls and Levites, ver. 

10 ip. (3.) The fcveral cities aud villages of Judah and Benjamin, 

that were peopled by the refi of their families, ver. 20— J 6. 

3. A ND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerufaletn: 
/\ tiie veil of the people alfo call lots, to bring 

one of ten to dwell in Jerufolem the holy city, and 
nine parts to dwell in other cities. 2. And the people 
blefied all the men that willingly offered themieives 
to dweii at Jerufalem. 3. % Now thefe are the chief 
of the province that dwelt in Jerufalem: but in the 
citiesof Judah dwelt every one in his pofleffion in their 
cities, to xcit, Ifrael, the priefts, and the Levites, and 
the Nethinims,and the children t>f Solomon sfervauts. 

4. And at Jerufalem dwelt certain of the children of 
Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. Of the chil- 
dren of Judah ; Athaiah the lbn of Uzziah, the fon 
of Zecbariah, the fon of Amariab, the fon of Shepha- 
tiah, the fon of Mahalaleel, of the children of Perez; 

5. And Maafeiah the fon of Baruch, the fon of Col- 
hozeh, the fon of Hazaiah, the fon of Adaiah, the 
j'on of Joiarib, the fon of Zechariah. the fon of Shilom, 

6. All the fons . of Perez that dwelt at Jerufalem, 
rarfe four hundred threefcore and eight valiant men. 
7/ And thefe ore the fons .of Benjamin, Salju the fon of 
-MefEuMam, the fon of Joed, the fon of Pedaiah, the 
ion of Kolaiah, the fon of Maafeiah, the fon of Ithiel, 
the fon of Jeiaiah.' 8. And after him Gabbai, Sailai, 
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nine hundred twenty and eight. 9- And Joel the (on 
of Zichri xoas their* overfeer : and Judah the ion of 
Senuah, was fecond over the city* 10. Of the prielts: 
Jedaiah the fon of Joiarib, Jachin. 1 1 . Seraiah the ion 
of Hilkiah, the fon of Mefhullam, the ion of Zadok, 
the lbn of Meraioth, the fon of Ahitub, was the ruler of 
the houfe of God. 12. And their brethren that did 
the work of the houfe, were eight hundred twenty and 
two: and Adaiah the fon of Jehoram, the fon of Fela- 
Jiah, the fon of Amzi, the fon of Zecliariah, the fon 
of Paihur, the ion of Malehiah, 13. And his brethren, 
chief of the fathers, two hundred forty and two : and 
Amalhai, the ion of Azareel, the fon of Ahafai, the 
fon of Melhillemoth, the fon of Immer, 14-. And their 
brethren mighty men of valour an hundred twenty 
and eight ; and their overleer was Zabdiei the fon 
of one of the great men. J5. Alfo of the Levites; 
Shemaiah the fon of Hafhub, the fon of Azrikam,the 
fori of Hatbabiah, the fon of Bunni. 16 And Shab- 
bethai, and Jozabad of tiie chief of the Levites, had 
the oversight of the outward buii nefs of the houfe of 
God. 17. And MaUaniah the fon of Micha, the Ion of 
Zabdi, the fon of Afaph, teas the principal to begm 
the thaukfgiving in prayer; and Bukbukiah the le- 
cond among his brethren, and Abua the fon of £>nam- 
mua, the ion of Gala!, the ion of Jeduthun. 1*. All 
the Levites in the holy cit5-, were two hundred four- 
fcore and four. 1 9. Moreover, the porter*, Akkub, 
Taimon, and their brethren that kept the gates, zeerc 

an hundred feventy and two. 

Jerufalem is called here the holy city* ver. 1. becaufe there the temple 
was, and that was the plsiee God had cbofen to put his name there; upon 
th.s account one would think the holy feed fliould have all chofen to dwell 
there, and have flriven for a habitation there ; but, on the contrary, it feems 
they declined dwelling there; either, (I.) becaufe a greater ftriftuefa of 
cou'verfation waa expected from the inhabitants of Jerufalem than from 
others, which they were not willing to conic up to ; thofe who care not 
for being holy themieives, are fliy oY dwelling in a holy 'city: they would 
not dwell in the New Jerufalem itfelf for that i en fon, but would wifli to 
have a continuing city here upon earth. Or (2.) Becaufe Jerufalem of all 
places was moft hated by the heathen their neighbours, aud »gai..ft it their 
malicious deiigns were levelled, which made that the port of danger, as the 
poft of honour ufes to be, and therefore they were not willing to expofe 
themfelve* tltere. Fear of perfecution and reproach, and running them- 
felves into trouble, keeps many out of the holy city, and makes them 
backward to appear for God and religion, not confideriu^ that as Jeru- 
falem is with a I pee Jul malice threatened and iufulted by >ts enemies, fo 
it is with a fpecial care protected by its God, and mode a quiet habitation, 
Pfai. xliv. 4, 5. Or (3.) Becaufe it was more for their worldly advantage 
to dwell iu the country. Jerufalem was no trading city, and therefore 
there was no money to be got there by nierchandifes, as there was in the 
country by* corn aud cattle. Nore, All feek their own, not the things that 
are J efua thrift's, Phil. ii. 21. It is a general aud juft com plaint, that moft 
people prefer their own wealth, credit, pleafure, eafe and fafety, before 
the glory of God and the public good. 

People being thus backward to dwell at Jerufalem, now it was poor, 
we are here told, 

1. 12y what means it was repleniflied. (l.J The rulers dwelt there, vcr. I. 
That was the proper place for them to refide in, becaufe there were fet 
the thrones of judgment, Pfai. exxii. 5. and thither in all difficult matters 
the people reforted with their luft appeal*. Aud if it were an inftance of 
eminent affection to the houfe of God, zeal for the public good, and of faith, 
and holy courage and felf-ricuial, to dwell there at this time, the ruler* that 
would be examples of thefe to their inferiors. Their dwelling there would 
invite and encourage others to dwell there too: MaguatesMagnetes. When 
great men would choofe the holy city for their habitation, it brings holinefr 
into reputation, and their zeal will provoke very many. (-2.) Tiiere went 
fome that willingly offered themieives to dwell at Jerufalem, bravely poft- 
poning their own fecular intereft to the public welfare, ver. \l. it is upon 
record to their honour, that when others were fliy of venturing upon diffi* 
culty, lofs anddanger,tlieyyou^Af the good ufJeruJalem. becaufe ofthchoufe 
of the Lord their God: Theyfhall pmfper that thus love Zion, Pfai. cxx. 6, <J. 
it is faid.i/ic people blefjed them. They praifed them, they prayed for them, 
they praifed God for them. Many that do not appear forward themfelvea 
for the public good, will yet give a good word for thofe that do. God and 
man will blefs thofe that are public bleflings, which fhould encourage us 
to be zealous in doing good. (3.) They finding that yet there was roam, 
concluded upon a review of their whole body, to briug one in ten to dwell 
in Jerufalem, and who they fhouldbe, was determined by lot, the difpofal 
whereof.all knew was of the Lord. This would prevent flrire, and would 
be a great fatisfadtion to thofe on whom the lot fell to dwell at Jerufalem, 
that they plainly few God appointing the bounds of their habitation. The 
proportion they obferved one in ten, as we may fnppofe it, to bring the 
balance between the city and country to a juft and equal poife, fo it feems 
to refer to the ancient rule of gjving the tenth to God ; and what is given 
to the holy city, he reckons given to himfelf. 

2. By what perfons it was repleniflied. A general account is here given 
of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, becaufe the governors of Judah looked 
upon thera as their Jirength in the Lord of Bofls their God, and vulued 
them accordingly, Zech. xii. 5. 

I. Many of the children of Judah and Benjamin dwelt there, for origi- 
nally part of the city lay in the lot of one of thofe tribes, and part in that 
of the other; but the greater part- was in the lot of Benjamin, and there- 
fore here we find of the children of Judah but four hundred fixty-eight 
fumilies in Jerufalem, ver. 6. but of Benjamin nine hundred twenty- 
eight, ver. 6—8. Thus fmall were its J^g'"""'^ but f ^ er . wa ™ %jf£ 
fore our Suviour's time, it gt " " * n ' - - " 

all defcended from Perez or % 
ceming the flefh Chrift came. And though the Benjonntes were more 
in number, yet of the men of J udah it is faid, ver. 6. they were vatiamV 
men, fit for fervice, and able to defend the city in cafe of an attaclf. 
Judah has not loft its ancient character of a lion's whelp bowaad danntfj 
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Of the Ben j unities that dwelt in Jerufalem, we arc hero told who was over- 
feer, ant! who is fecond, ver. 9. For it is as necdfuiy for a people to have 
pood order kept up among themfelves, as'to b<t fortified ugu'mft the attacks 
of their enemies from abroud; to have good mugiftrutus as to have good 
foldiers. 

2. The priefts and Levites did many of them fettle at Jerufalem ; where 
elfe fhould men that were holy to God dwell hut in the holy city? 

1. iVIoft of the priefts we may fuppofe dwelt there, for their bufinefs lay 
where the temple wus. Of them that did the work of the houfe in their 
courfes, here were eight hundred twenty-two of one family, two hundred 
forty-two of another, and one hundred twenty-eight of another, ver* 12, 
is, 14. It was well thofe labourers were not few. It is fuid of fome of 

them, that they were mighty men of valour, ver. 14. and fo they had need, 
for the priefthood was not only a work which required might, but a war- 
fare, winch required t'alour, especially now. Of one of thefe priefts, it is 
faid, lie was the Jon of one of the great men: And it was no difpuragement 
to the greateft men they had, to have his fon in the priefthood ; he might 
magnify his office, for his office did not in the leuft diininifh him. 

2. Some of the Levites alfo came and dwelt at Jerufalem, yet but few in 
compurifon, two hundred eighty-four in ull, ver* 8. with one hundred 
feventy-two porters, ver. 19. Becaufe much of their work was to teach the 
good knowledge of God up and down the country, for which purpofe they 
were to be fcattered in Ifrael: as many as there was occniion for attended 
at Jerufalem, the reft were doing good eifewhere. (1.) It is fuid of one of 
the Levites, that he had the oversight of the outward businefs of the houfe of 
(Hod, ver. 16. The priefts were cliief managers of the butinefs within the 
temple-gates ; but this Levite was intruded with the fecular concerns of 
God's houfe, that were in ordine ad fpiritualia, the collecting of the con- 
tributions, the providing of materials for the temple-fervice, and the like, 
which it was neceflary to overfee* elfe the inward butinefs would huve been 
ftarved and ftood ftill.. Thofe that take cure of the ret of the church, 
the ierving of its tables, are us neceflary in their place, us thofe that take 
care of its tatS <?u, who give themfelves to the word and prayer: (2.) It is 
faid of another, that he was the principal to begin the thaiifcfgicing in prayer: 
It is likely he had a good ear and a good voice, nod was an nrtift at ting- 
ing, and therefore was ehofen to lead the pfalm. He was precentor in tiie 
temple. Obferve; TbankfgiVing is neceflary ill prayer; they mould go 
together: giving thanks for the former mercies is a decent way of begging 
further mercies. And care mould be taken in public fervice, that every 
tiling be done in the beft manner, decently dnd in godd order ; in prayer that 
one fpeuk,and the reft join; infioging that one begin, and the reft follow. 

Sb.'T And the refidue of Ifrael, of the priefts, and 
the Levites, were in ail the cities of Judah, every one in 
his inheritance. 21. But the Nethinims dwelt in 
Ophel : and Ziah and Gifpah were over the Nethinims. 
2*2. The overfeer alfo of the Levites at Jerufalem was 
Uzzi the fon of Eani, the fon of Hafhabiah, the fon of 
Mattaniah, the Ion of Micha: of the fons of Afaph, 
the lingers were over the butinefs of the houfe of God. 
£23. For it was t|^e king's commandment concerning 
them, that a certain portion fhould be for the lingers, 
due tor every day. 24. And Pethathiah the fon of 
Mefhezbeel, of the children of Zerah, the ion of Ju- 
dah, was at the king's hand, in all matters concerning 
the people. 25. And for the villages, with their fields, 
some of the children of Judah dwelt at Kirjath-arba, I 
and in the villages thereof, and at Dibon, and in the ; 
villages thereof, and at Jekabzeel, and in the villages 
thereof. '26. And at Jefhua, and at Mo I ad ah, and at 
Beth-phelet. 27- And at Hazar-ihual, and atBeer- 
flieba, and in the villages thereof, 28. And at Ziklag, 
and at Mekonah, and /// the villages thereof, 2y . And 
at Kn-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at Jarmuth, 30. 
Zanoah, Adullam, and -in their villages, at Lachilh, 
and in the fields thereof, at Azekah, and in the villages 
thereof. And they dwelt from Beerfheba, unto the 
valley ofHinnom. 3 \. The children alfo of Benjamin, 
from Geba, dwelt at Michmaih, and Aija, and Beth-el, 
and in their villages, 32. And at Anathoth, Nob, 
Ananiah, 33- Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 34. Had id, 
Zeboim, Neballat, 3.5. Lod, and Ono, the valley of 
craftf men. 36. And of the Levites, were divilions in 
Judah, and in Benjamin. 

Having given an account of the principal perfons that dwelt in Jerufalem, 
a larger account of wham we had before, I Chron. ix. <2, fyc. iSehemiah in 
thefe verfes gives us fome account of the other cities, in which dwelt the 
residue of Ifrael, ver. 20. It was rcquifitc Jerufalem fhould be repleuiflied, 
yet not lo as to drain the country ; the king himfclf is ferced of the field, 
which will do little fervice if there be not hands to manage it : let there 
therefore be no ft rife, no envy, no contempt, no ill-will, between the in- 
habitants of the cities and thofe of the villages, both are needful, both 
ufeful, and neither can be fpared. 

1. The Nethinims, the pofterity of the Gibeonites, dwelt in Ophel, 
which was upon the wall of Jerufalem, chap. Hi. 2b". becaufe they were 
to do the fervile work of the temple, which therefore they rauft be ported 
near to, that they mi^ht be ready to attend, ver. 21- 

.3. Though the Levites were difperfed throughout the cities of Judah, 
yet they hud an overfeer who refided at Jerufalem, fuperiorof their order, 
and their- provincial, to whom they applied them fe Ives for direction, who 
took care of their affairs, and took cognifance of their carriage, whether 
they did their duty, ver. 22. 

Some of the lingers were appointed to look after the neceffary repairs 
of the temple, being ingenious men, and having leifure betwixt their hours 
of fervice; they were over the businefs of the houfe of Gad, ver. 22. And 
it feeins the king of Perlia had fuch a kind nefs. "for thefc office, that he al- 
lotted a particular maintenance for them, befides what belonged to them 
as Levites, rpr. 23. ... 

4. Here is one that was the king's commiffioner at Jerufalem, he was of 
the pofterity of Zeruh, eer. 24. . For of that family of Judah, there were 
fome now fettled in Jerufalem, and not all of Phure;, as appears by that 
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other catalogue, 1 Chron. ix, C. Ilr is fui<l Ut ho at the kings hand* or on 
the fcing\s part 9 in ail matters concerning the p/.oph\ to rJKcrmiuc rout re- 
verses that arofe between the king*j* otnrwb unit his fubjecis ; lo fee tb;*t 
what was due to the king" IVoin the jt«*0|ite was duly paid in, aati what ti<u«# 
allowed by the king tor the temple lVrviee wfifr tlu\\ paid out ; and happy 
it was for the Jews, that one of themfelvea wi* in \lu* pnlh 

0. Here is an account of the villajj'is or country towns, which were inha- 
bited by thereiuluc of Ifrael. The towns in which flu* children of Judivli 
dwelt, vtfm 25 — 30. And thofe that were inhabited by the children of 
Benjamin, ver* 3 I — 35. And divifions for iln* Levites amon^ both, ver. 
36 9 We will now fuppofe them fate and eufy, though few and poor, but, 
by the hlefling eff God, likely to increnfe in lvenN'j and power; und raort: 
likely if there had not been that^eneral profuneiicfs anions them, and lukt - 
wartnnefs in religion, which the prophet Malachi chared them with rsi 
God's name, who, it in fuppofed, prophesied about thU time, and in whom 
prophecy ceafed for fome ages, till it revived in thb great prophet and hU 
forerunner* 

G II A P. XII; 

In this chapter is prefcrved upon record, (i.) The names of the chief of 
the priejls and the Levites that came vp with Zerubbabel, ver. 1 — p. 
(2.) The fuccrffian of the high pritfls 9 ver. 10, U; (3.) The naities 
of the vest generation of the other chief pricjis, ver. i-2 — 21. (4. J 
The eminent Levites that were in JVehemiah's time, ver. ^2^- 2C. (5 > 
The Jhlcmnity of dedicating the wall of Jeru falem, ver. 27—43. (C.\ 
The fettling of the ajficcs of the priejis and Levite* in the Temple, 
ver. 44- — 47. 

I. "VJOW thefe arc the priefts and the Levites that 
JJM went tip with Zerubbabel the ion of Sheolticl, 

andJefliua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, S.Amariah, 
Mal.luchi llattuih 3 3. Schechaniah,, llehum, Mere- 
moth, 4. Iddo, GinnethDj Abijah, 5. Miamiin, 
Maadiah, Bilgah, 6. Sficinaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiaii, 
7.Sallu, Amok, llilkiah, Jedaiah: thefe zrere Lbe chief 
of the priefts, and of their brethren in the days of Je- 
fhua, 8. Moreover the Levites : Jefhua, Biniiui. Kad- 
iniel. Sherebiali, Judah, and Mattaniah, which teas 
over the thankf^iving, he and his brethren. 9. Alfo 
Bakbukiah,and Unni, their brethren, were over a^ainit 
them in the watches. 10. And Jeihua begat Jo iakira, 
Joiakini alio begatEliafhib,andElia(hib begat Joiada, 

I I. And Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat 
Jaddua. 1 c 2. And ir^tlie days of Joiakini, were priefts, 
the chief of the fathers: ofSeraiah, Meraiah : of Je- 
remiah, Hananiah: 13. Of Kzra, Mefhullam; of 
Amariah, Jehohanan : 14. Of Melicu, Jonathan : of 
Shebaniah, Joleph: 15. Of Harim, Adnah; of Me- 
raioth, Helkai: 16. Of Iddo, Zechariah : of Ginne- 
thon, Mefliullam: 17. Of Abijah, Zichri: of Minia- 
,min, of Moadiah, Piltai : 18. Of Bilgah, Shannnua: 
of Shemaiah, Jehonathan : 15. And of Joiarib, Mat- 
tenai: of Jedaiah, Uzzi: 20. Of Sallai, Kallai: of 
Amok, Eber: 21. Of llilkiah, Hafhabiah: of Je- 
daiah, Nethaneel. 22.^ The Levites in the days of 
Eliafhib: Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were re- 
corded chief of the fathers; alio the priefts, to the* 
reign of Darius tiie Periian. 23. The fbns of Levi, 
the chief of the fathers, were written in the book of 
the Chronicles, even until the days of Johanan the 
fon of Eliafhib. 24. And the chief of the Levites ; 
Hafliabiah,Sherebiah, and Jeihua the ibn'of Kadmiel ; 
with their brethren over againlt them, to praife and 
to give thanks, according to the commandment of 
David the man of God, ward over againfi ward. 25. 
Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Mefhullam, 
Tahnon, Akkub, -were porters, keeping; the ward at 
the th remolds of the gates. 26. Thefe were in the 
days of Joiakini, the fon of Jefhua, the fon of Joza- 
dak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and 
of Ezra the prieft, the fcribe. 

We liave liere the names, and little more than the names of a great many 
priefts :md Levites, thqt were eminent in their day among the returned 
Jews. Why this regifter fhould be here iufertad by Nehemiah, doth not 
appear: perhaps to keep in remembrance thore good men, that potter! tv 
might know to whom they were beholden, under God, for the huppv re- 
vival and re-eftabliflimcnt of their religion among- them. Thus ranil we 
contribute towards the performance of that promife, PfaL cxii. 0*. that the 
, righteous fliall be in cvcrlq/ling remembrance. Let the" memory of the juit 
be blefled, be perpetuated, it is a debt we ftill owe to faithful mini <h»re % 
to remember our guides, who havejpolcen to vs the word of God, Heb. xiir- 7. 
Perhaps it is intended to ftir ur» their poftcrity, whofuccee<|ed them in the 
priefts office, and inherited their dignities and preferments, to imitate their 
courage and fidelity. It is good to know what our god ly auceftors and pre* ' 
deceflorswere,thatwe may learn thereby what we mould be- We have here, 

1. The names of the priefts and Levites that came up with the firft out 
of Babylon When Jefhua was high-priefh Jeremiah and Ezra mentioned, 
with the firfti ver. 1. J>ut it is fuppofed* not Jeremiah the piuphet, or Ezra 
the fcribe, the fame of the one was long before, and the'other fome time 
after, though both of them were priefts, but two others of the fame names. 
Of one of the Levites it is (aid, ver. &. that he was over the thankfgiving 9 
i. e. He was entrufted to fee that the pfalms, the t h an kf giving pfulms, 
were conftantly fung in the temple in due time and in. inner. The Le- 
vites kept their turns in their watches, relieving one another as becomes 
brethren, fellow-labourers, and fellow-fold icrs. 

2. The fucceifion of high-priefts during the Perfian monarchy, from 

Jefhua 
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Jefluia (or Jcfiib) who was lii^h-prieft at the timfc of the reiteration, to 
Judilua (or Jmldus) who was hi^h-priefV, when Alexander the Great after 
the conqiK'ft of Tvne came to Jerufulem, and paid great refpe6t to this 
JadduSf ivbo -net fuui in his pontifical habit, and ibewed him the pro* 
phecy of Xjnuwl which foretold his conquers. 

3. The next generation of priefl\s, who were chief men, and u€t\ ve in the 
days of Joiukim, ibiis of the iirft fet. Note, VVe lrtive reafon to acknow- 
ledge God's favour to his church, and care of it, in that us one generation 
of niinifters pafTeth away, another coraes. All thefe who are meutioned, 
ver. I. fyc. as eminent in their generation, are again mentioned (though 
with fonxe variation in feveral of the names, ver. 12, <5fc* except two, as 
having fons that were likewife eminent in their generation ; a raremrtance 
that tweuty good fathers fhould leave behind them twenty good fain* (for 
fo many here ure) that tilled up their placet}* 

•4* The next generation of Levites, or rather a latter generation ; for 
thufe priefts mentioned Houriflied iu the days of Joiukim, the high-prieft, 
thefe Levites in the days of Eliafhib, ecr* c 22. Pe haps then the tore-men- 
tioned families of the prietts began to degeuernte,and the third generation 
of them came fliort of the two tirft, but the work of God (hall never fail for 
want of inft rumen ts. Then a generation of Levites was raifedup* that were 
recorded chief of the fathers, ver* <i2. aud we-c eminently icrviceabh* to the 
interefts of the church, and their fervice not the lefs acceptable either to 
God or to his people, for their being Levites only of the lower rank of rai- 
nifters. Eliufhib the high-prieft being allied toTobiah,c/m/>. xiii. 4. the 
other prielts, grew remifs, but then the Levites appeared the more zealous 
as appears by this, that thofe who were now employed iu expounding, 
chap. viii. 7. and iu praying, chap. ix. 4, 5. were all Levites, not priefts, 
regard being had to their perfunul qualifications more than to their order* 
Thefe Levites were fome of them lingers, ver* 24. praife and give thanks, 
others of them porters, ver. 25* keeping the ward at the threfltolds of the 
gate; and both according to the command of David. 

'27. 1T And at the dedication of the wall of Jerufa- 
lem, they fought the Levites out of all their places, to 
bring theni to Jerufalem, to keep the dedication with 
gladnete, both with thanksgivings, and with (ingiug 
tt'i/jtey mbals, pialteries, and with harps. 28. And 
theTuns of the lingers gathered themlblves together, 
both out of the plain country, round about Jerufaiera,, 
and from the villages of Netophathi, 29. Aii'o from 
the houfe of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba, and 
Azmaveth : for the fingers had buiided them villages 
round about Jerulalem. 30. And the prielts and the 
Levites purified themfelves, and purified the people, 
and the gates and the wall. 31". Then I brought up 
the princes of Judah upon the wall, anc.' appointed 
two great companies of t hctii that gave thanks, zcherej 
went on the right hand upon the wall toward the 
dung-gate: 352. And after them went Holhaiah, and 
half of the princes of Judah, 33. And Azariah, Ezra, 
aud Mefhuiiam, 34. Judah, and Benjamin, and She- 
maiah, and Jeremiah, 3.5. And certain of the priehV 
fons with trumpets : namely, Zechariah the fon of Jo- 
nathan, the fon of Shemaiah, the ion of Mattaniah, 
the fon of Michaiah, the Ion of Zaccur, the fon of 
.Afaph: 36*. And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Aza- 
rael, Malalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, 
Ilanani, with the mufical inftruments of David the 
man of God, and Ezra the fcribe before their: *37. And 
at the fountain-gate which wasover-againft them, they 
went up by the ftairs of the city of David, at the going 
up of the wall, above the houfe of David, even unto 
the water-gate eaftwardf 38. And the other company 
of them that gave thanks, went over againft them, and 
1 after them, and the half of the people upon the wall, 
from beyond the tower of the furnaces, even unto the 
broad .wall : 39. And from above the gateof Ephraim, 
and above the old gate, and above the filh-gate, and 
the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even 
unto the Iheep-gate : and they ftood ftill in the prifon- 
gate. 40. So ftood the two companies of them that gave 
thanks in the houfe of God, and I , and the half ot the 
rulers with me : 41 . And the prielts ; Eliakim, Maa- 
feiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elicenai, Zechariah, and 
Hananiah with trumpets : 42. And Maafeiah, and 
Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and 
Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer : and the lingers fang 
loud, with Jezrahiah their overfeer. 43. Alfo that day 
they offered great facrifices, and rejoiced : for God had 
made them rejoice with great joy : the wives alfo and 
the children rejoiced : lb that the joy of Jerulalem 
was heard even afar off. 

* * * 

We have read of the building of the wall of Jerufaiera, with a greatdeal 
of fear ami trembling, we have here an accountof the dedicntingof it with 
a great deal of joy and triumph. They that fow in tears Jhall thus reap. 

1. We muft inquire what was the meaning- of this dedication of the wall: 
we will fuppofe it to include the dedication-of the city too, fcontinens pro 
contento) and therefore it was not done till the city was pretty well replen- 
i&ed, chap. xi. (I.) It was a folemn thnnkfjnving' to God for his grqat 




to his honour, and took pofleflion of it for him and in his name. All our 
cities, all ourhdufes, muft have holinefsto the Lord written upon them, hut 
this city was (fo as never any other was) a holy city t the city of the gr?at 
Icing* Pfal. xlviti. 2. uud Matt. v. 35. it had been fo ever fioce God chofe it 
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to put his name there, and as fnch it being now refitted, it was afrefli rle"* 
dicatcd to God by the builders nnd inhabitants, in token of their acknow- 
ledgment that they were Ins tenants and their defire that it might ftill be 
his, and that the property of it mt^ht never be altered. Whatever is done 
for their fafety, cafe, and comfort, uiult be deligned for God's honour 
and glory, (3.) They hereby put tin* city and its wails under the divine 
protection, owning that unlejs the Lord kept the city, the walls were built 
in vain. When the city was in poflefliou of the Jebuiites, they committed 
the giiardianfhip of it to thei r god*, though they were blind and lame 
ones, 2 Sam. v. G. With much more reafon do the people of God commit 
it to his keepings who is All-wife aud All~mij;hty4 The fuperftitioujl 
founders of cities, had an aye to the lucky petition of the heavens, (fte 
Mr. Gregory*^ works, page ^-c.) but thefe pious founders had an eye 
to God only, to hi3 providence, and not to fortune. 

2. We muft obferve with what folemnity it was performed under the 
direction of Neheiniah. 

2. The Levites from all parts of the country were fummoned to attends 
The city muft be dedicated to God, and therefore hU miuifters muft: be 
employed in the doiuj; of it, and the furrender muft paf* through their 
hunds. When thofe lhlemn fcufts were over, chap. viii. and ix. they were 
g-one home to their refpeciive pofts, to mind their cures in the country; 
but now their prefence and aftiftauce was again called for. 

2. Purfuant to thofe fuuiinons there was a general rendezvous of all the 
Levites, ver* 28, 29. And obferve in what method they proceeded. 

(l.) They purified themfclucSj ver. 30. We are concerned to cleanfe our 
hands,* and purify our hearts, when any work for God is to pafs through 
them. Them fe Ives they purihed, and then the people; they that would 
be inftrumental to fanftify others, muft funftify themfelves, and fet ihcm^ 
felves apart for God, with purity of mind and fiucerity of attention. 'I hen 
they purified the gates and the icalL The-n may we expeft comfort, when 
we are prepared to receive it. To the pure all things are pure, Tit.t.lS* 
And to them who arc fati&ified, houfe unci table?*, uud all their creature- 
comforts and enjoymetitsurc fancfcilied, 1 Tint Aw 4,5. This purification 
was performed, it is probable, by fprinkling the water of purifying or of 
Jeparation, (ns it is called, Aitmb. xix. g.) on themfcivCi and the people, 
the walls and the gates; a type of the blood of Chrift, with which our 
conferences being purged from dead xcorks, we become fit to Jerve the 
living God, Meb. ix. 14. and to be his care. 

(2.) The princes, priefts, uud Levites, walked round upon the wall in 
two companies, to lignify the dedication of it all to God, the wholecircuit 
of it, with nutsical hjlruments> ver. a 6- So that it is likely they lung 
plainly as they went along, to the praife and glory of God. This procef* 
Jioii is here largely deferi bed. They had a rendezvous at one certain place, 
where they divided themfelves into two companies. Half of the princes* 
with feveral pricfts and Levites, went on the right hand, Ezra leading their 
van, ver. 36. The other half'of the princes aud priefrs, who gave thanks, 
likewife went to the left hand, Neheiniah bringing up the mar,. ver. 38* 
Aud at length both companies met in the temple, where they joined their 
thaiikigiving, ver. 40. The crowd of people, it is likely, walked ou the 
ground, fiime within the wall, and others without, one end of this cere- 
mony being to a<lc(ft them with the mercy they were giving thanks for, 
and to perpetuate the remembrance of it among them, and for that la- 
tent fuch cavalcades have their nfe. 

(3.) The [>aop\it greatly rejoiced>vzr. 43. While the princes, prieftsnnd 
Levites, tcftify then joy and thankfnluefs, by great facrijices, found of 
trumpet, musical wjtruments, and Jongs of praife, the common people 
teftihed theirs by loud fhouta, which were heard ufar off, farther than the* 
more harmonious found of their fongs aud mufti*; and thefc Oiouts com- 
ing from a fincere and hearty joy are here taken notice of: for God over- 




were not defptfed, but recorded to their praife. All that (hure iu public 
:ies, ought to join in public thnnkfgivings. The reafon given is, that" 
hath made them rejoice with great joy; he had given them .oth 
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matter for joy, and hearts to rejoice; his uroviclenctt had mnde them fuf'e 
nnd enfy, and then his grace made them ch earful nnd thankful. The 
baffled oppolition of their enemies, no doubt, added to their jo> , und 
mixed triumph with it. Great mercies call for the moft folemn returns of 
praife, in the courts of the Lord's houfe, in the initifl of thee,0 Jerufalcm. 

44-. f And at that time were foxnc appointed over 
the chambers for the treafufes, for the offerings of 
the iirft-fruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them. 
qu.t of the fields of the cities the portions of the Jaw 
for the prielts, and Levites : for Judah rejoiced for 
the priefts, and for the Levites that waited. 4;. And 
both the lingers and the porters kept the ward of their 
God, and the ward of the purification, according to 
the commandment of David, and of Solomon his fon. 
46. For in the days of David and Afaph of old, there 
were chief of the fingers, and fongs of praife and 
thankfgiving unto God. 47- And all Ifiaei in the 
days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Neheiniah, 
gave the portions of the lingers, and the porters 
every day his portion, and tliey fandiified holy things 
unto the Levites, and the Levites fanclified them 
unto the children of Aaron. 

We have here an nccou nt of the remaining good effects of the unt verfai 
joy that was at the dedication of the wall. Whenthefolemnities of a thankf- 
giving day leave fuch impreflionsoh uimifters nnd people, as that both arc 
more careful iand chearful in doing their duty afterward ; then. they are 
indeed acceptable to God and turn to a good account. So it was here. 

1. The minifters were more careful than they, had been of their work; 
the refpe&the people paid them upon this occafion, encouraged them to 
diligence and watch fulnefs, ver. 45. The singers kept the ward of their 
God, attending in due time to the duty of their office; the porters too, 
they kept the ward of the. purification, i. e. they took care to preferve the 
purity of the temple, by denying odraiffion to thofe that were ceremoni- 
ally unclean. When tne joy of the Lord thus engageth us to our duty, 
and enlar^edi us in it ; it is then an earned of that joy, which in concur* 
rence with the perfection of holiuefe will be our everlufHng blifa. 

2. The people were more careful than they hod been of the maintenance 
of their minifters. The people at. the medication of the wall, among other 
things which they made mutter of their joy, rejoiced for thepriefls,andfor 
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the Levites that waited, vw. 44. They liad a great deal of crmifort hi thfir 
minifters.and were ^lad of them ; when they obferved how cliltgently they 
vutted, ami what pains tbey took in their work, they rejoiced in them. 
"Note, The lured way for romifters to rucommcud thomfelves to their peo- 
ple, and ^ainuu intereft in theirnflections, into wait on their mini/iry,Hova. 
xii. 7- to be humble and induftrious, and to mind their bufinefsi ; when 
thefedid fo, the people thought nothing- too much to do lor them, to en- 
courage them. The law hud provided them their portions, ver. 44. But 
w hat the better were they for tjiut prwvitioii, if w but the law appointed 
them either was not duly collected, or not iultly paid them. 

Now, I. Care is here taken for the collecting* of their dues ; they were 
niodeft and would rather lofe their right, than cull for it theinfulves; the 
people were many of them carelefs, and would not bring it unlefa they were 
called upon; anti therefore fomc were appointed, whole office it fnould be 
to gather into the trea furies out of the Jicldsqfthe cities, the portions 0/ the 
law/or the priefhand Levites, ver. 44. that their portion might not be loft 
for want of being demanded. This is a piece of good fervice both to tni- 
nifters and people, that the otie may not come fliort of their maintenance, 
nor the other of their duty. 

2. Cure is taken, that being gathered in, it might be duly paid out, ver. 
47. They gave the fingers and porters their daily portion, over and above 
what was due to them as Levites ; for we may fuppofe when David iukISo- 
lomon appoiuted them their work (?;er. 45, 4(i.) above what was required 
from them as Levites, they fettled a fund lor their further encouragement. 
Letthofe that labour more abundantly in thcVvord und do&rine,be counted 



of the public reading of the word of God, when it is duly attended to. it 
d Hoovers to us tin and duty, «ood and t-vil, urn! fliers us wiicrcin wo v«» 
erred. And then we profit by the diicovcry, v»h».*n by it v.c ar»* wrought 
1 upon to feparate ourfelves from. all that evil to which wt had addicted 
onrfelves. They feparated from Ifrael all the mixed multitude, v/hi^h hid 
of old been a ftiare to them, for the mixed multitude ft 11 a Ivft irg, Ii'umu. 
xi. 4. Thefe inmates they expelled, as ufurpen.and dnngero«!'. 

3. The particular cafe of Tobiah, who was an Ammonite, and to whom* 
it is likely the hiitoritm hud an eye in the recital of that law, ucr.l. ami ihe 
reafon of it, ver. 2. For he had the fame enmity to Ifrael that h::> :ir:cclior >* 
hud, the f] tint of an Ammonite, witnefs his indignation at Neheuiiuh, rhttp* 
ii. 10. and the opposition he had given to this undertaking, chap. iv. 7- 
Obferve, 

J. How bafely Eliafiiib the chief priefl: look this Tobiah in, to be a 
lodger even in the courts of the temple. ( I .) He was allied to Tobiah, ver. 





priefts . v . 

when what ;s contributed either voluntarily or by law, for the fupportol 

religion and the maintenance of the ininifiry, is given with an eyetoGod 

and his honour, it is fanclified, and fhall be accepted of him accordingly, 

and it will cavfe the hleffing to refl on the lutufe, and all that is in it, 

Ezck, xliv. 30. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Ifehemiah having ftni/lied what he undertook for the fencing and fitting 
of the holy city, returned to the king his maficr, who could not long be 
without him, a.v appears^ ver. 6. But after fotne time got leave to come 
back again to Jerufalem to redrefs grievances, and purge out fame cor- 
ruptions which had crept in in his abfeuce; and very active he was in 
reforming feveral abufes, which here we have an account of. (I.) He 
turned out from ifrael the mixed multitude, the Hloabites and the Am- 
monitcs especially, ver. 1 — 3. And Tobiah, with a particular indig- 
nation, he expelled out of the lodgings he had got in the court of the 
temple, ver. 4 — D« (2.) He ' feevred the maintenance ofJhepr'nfls and 
Levites to them more firmly than it had been, ver." 10 — 14. lie re- 

trained the profanation of the fabbath day, and provided for the due 
fancVjication of it, ver. 15 — 22. (4.) He checked the growing mifchief 
of marrying ftrange wives, ver. 23 — 31. 

m 

1 ■ /^\N that day they read in the book of Mofcs in 
\J the audience of the people ; and therein was 
found written, that the Ammonite, and the Moabite 
fhould not come into the congregation of God for ever; 
2. Becaufe they met not the children of Ifrael with 
bread and with water, but hired Balaam againft them, 
that he Ihould curfe them : howbeit our God turned 
the curfe into a bleffing. 3. Now it came to pafswhen 
they had heard thelaw^that they feparated from Ifrael 
all the mixed multitude. 4. fl" And before this Elia- 
ihib the prieft, having theovcrfight of the chamber of 
the houfe of our God, was allied unto Tobiah : 5. 
And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where 
aforetime they laid the meat-offerings, the frank in- 
cenfe, and the veflels, and the tithes of the corn, the 
new wine, and the oil, (which was commanded to be 
given to the Levites, and the fingers, and the porters) 
and the offerings of the priefts. 6. But in all this time 
was not 1 at Jerufalem : for in the two and thirtieth 
year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon, came I unto the 
king, and after certain days obtained I leave of the 
king: 7- And I came to jerufalem, and underftood 
of the evil that Eliafhib did for Tobiah, in preparin 
him a chamber in the courts of the houfe of God. 8. 
And it grieved me fore, therefore I caft forth all the 
houfliold-ftuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. £). 
Then I commanded, and they clean fed the chambers ; 
and thither brought I again the veflels of the houfe of 
God, with the meat-offering, and the frankincenfe. 

It wns the honour of Ifrael, and the greateft prefervation of their holi- 
ncis f that they were a peculiar people, and were fo to keep thetnfelves, 
and not to mingle with tlie nations, nor fuffer any of them to incorporate 
with them* 

Now here we have* 

I. The law to this purpofe, which happened to be read on that day, in 
the audience of the people % ver U on* the day of the dedication of the wall, 
as it fhould feem, for with their prayers and praifes they joined the read- 
ing of the word ; and though it was long after that the other grievances 
here mentioned,- were redreffed by NeheromVs power; yet this of the 
mixed multitude, might be redrefled then by the peoples own oft, for fo 
it seems to be, ver. 3. Or perhaps it was on the anniversary commemo- 
ration of that day fome years after, and therefore faid to be on that day. 
They found a law that the Ammonites and Moabites fhould not be na- 
turalized, ihould 'not fettle among them, nor unite with tlicirl, ver. I. 
And the renfbn given, in becaufe they had been injurious and ill-natured 
to the Ifrael of God, ver* 2. had not fhewed them common civility, but 
fought their ruin, though they not only did them no harm, but were ex- 
pre&ly forbidden to do them any* This law we have with this reafon, 
Z)<*uf. J jcxiii. 3, 4, 5. 

*2. The people's ready compliance with this law, ver. 3*. See the benefit 
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the alliance an honour to his family, and was mighty proud of it, though 
really it was his greateft difgi ace, aud what he hud reafon to be ufliamed o£ 
It was exprefsly provided by the law, that the high-prieft ihould marry one 
of his own people, elfe he profanes his feed among his people. Lev. xsi„ u. 
And for Eliafhib to contru&an alliance with an Ammonite, a fcrvant, (Ibc 
fo he is called,) and to value hirafelf upon it, probably becaufe he was a 
wit, and a beau, and cried up for a pretty gentleman, chap. vi. 19. was 
fueh a contempt of the crown of his confccralion, as one would not wi£b 
fhould be told in Gath, or publiflied in the flrccts of A&elon. 

(2.) Being" allied to him, he mail be acquainted with him* Tobiah, be- 
ing a man of btiiinefs, has often occafion to be at Jerufalem, I doubt upon 
no good delign. Eliafhib is fond of his new kinfuum, plcafed with this com- 
pany, and mull have him as near him as he can ; he has not a room for him 
(lately enough in his own apartment, in the courts of the temple; thercfbie 
out of feveral little chambers w hich had been ufed for ftore~cbum hers, by 
taking down the partitions he contrived to make one jrreat chamber, a 
(late room for Tobiah, ver.5* A wretched thing it was, (1.) That Tobiuh 
the Ammonite ihould be entertained with refpeit in lfsnel, and have a mag- 
nificent reception. (^.) That the high-pneil who fhould have taught the 
people the law, and fet them a good example, ihould, contrary to tfie hiw* 
give him entertainment, and make ufe of the power he had usovcrfeerof the 
chambers of the temple, for that purpofe. (3.) That he fliould lodge him 
in the courts of God's houfe, as it were to confront God himfelf ; this was 
next to letting up an idol there, as the wicked kings of old had done- Aa 
Ammonite muft not coma into the congregation % and (hall one of the wont 
and vilefl. of the Ammonites be courted into the temple i tie If, and rarefi- 
ed there. (4») That he fhould throw out the floresof the temple to make 
room for him, and fo expofe them to be loft, wafted, and embezzled, 
though they were the port ion nfthcpritjls* merely to gratify Tobiah. Thus 
did he corrupt the covenant of Levi , as Malachi complained at this time* 
chap. n. 8. Well might Nehemiah, add, ver* ?• But all this time was not 
I at Jtrufalern : If he had been there, the high-prielt durft not have done 
fuch a thing. The envious one that fows tares in God's field, know (raw 
to lake au opportunity to do it when the Jirnants J'ccp y or are abfent, 3Ia2t+ 

xiii. 25. The golden calf was made when Mofes was* in the mount* 

2. How bravely Nehemiah, the chief governor, threw him out, and all 
that belonged to him, and rcftored the chambers to their proper ufe ; whea 
he came to Jerufalem, and was informed by the good people, who were 
troubled at it, what an intimacy was grown between their chiet-pricfi, Tud 
their chief enemy ,it grieved him fore, ver. 7, 8* that God's houfe fhould br 




any ill thing. Nehemiah has power, and he will ufe it for Go<f. (l,) To- 
biah iball out, he fears not difobliging him, fears not his refentmcnts, or 




he did not feize it for his own ufe, but caft it out, that Tobiah, who it 
was probable was now abfent, when he came again, might have no coii- 
venience for his reception there: Our Saviour thus cicanfed the temple* 
that the houfe of prayer might not be a den of thieves. And thus they 
that would expel tin out of their hearts, thofe living temples, muft throw 
out its houfhold*ftuff,and all the provifion made for it : ftrip it, ftarve it. 
and take owajr all thofe things that are the food aud fuel of Iuft, this is in 
etfoft to mortify it, (s.) The temple ftores fhall be brought in again, and 
the vejjels of the hovfc of God put in their places; but the chambers muft 
lirll be fprinkled with the water of purification, and fo cicanfed, becaufe 
they had been profaned. Thus when fin is caft out of the heart by re- 
pentance, let the blood of Chrift be applied to it by faith, aud let it be 
furnifhed with the graces of God's Spirit for every good work. 

I0i : 1T And I perceived that the portions of the Le- 
vites had not been given than: for the Levites aud 
the lingers that did the work, were fled every one to his 
field. U. Then contended I with the rulers: and 
laid, Why is the houfe of God forlaken ; And I ga- 
thered them together, and let them in their place. 12- 
Then brought ailJudah the tithe of the corn, and the 
new wine, and the oil, unto the trea furies. 13. And 
I made treafurers over the treasuries, Shelemtah the 
prieft, and Zadok the fcribe, and of the Levites, Pe- 
daiah,and next to them auwHanan the Ibn of Zaccur, 
the fon of Mattaniah ; for they were counted faithful, 
and their office zcas to dilbribute unto their brethren. 

4 I 

14. Remember me, Omy God, concerning this, and 
wipe not out the good deeds that I have done for the 
houfe of my God, and for the offices thereof 

■ 

Here is another grievance redrefled by Nehemiah. 

1. The Levites had been wronged* That was the grievance, their por<* 
tions had not been given them, ver. 10. . Perhaps Tobiah when he took poE* 
fetfion of the ftore-chainbers,feized the ftores too, and by the connivance of 
Eliafhib converted them to his own ufe. The complaint is not that they 
were hot collected from the p?op!e, but that they were not given to the Le- 
vites, and the Levites were fo mod eft as not to fue for them : Far ihc£*cvitcs 
and singers were fed every one to his field* This comes in as a reafon, either, 
(I.) Why their payments were withheld ; the Levites were non-red dents; 

when 
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v. ben th«y flimilri Imvo heen doing tlieir work about tin? temple they were 
at their fa mi a in the country, and therefore the people minded not to give 
them their maintenance. If minifters have not the encouragement they 
fhould have, let them confider, whether they themfclves he not acceffary 
to the contempt they nre under, by the negleft of their Iwfinefs. Or ra- 
ther, (2.) It is the retifon why Nehemiah foon perceived that their dues 
had been denied them, beeaufe he inifled ihetn from their pods. Where 
are the fingers? faith Nehemiah: why do not they attend according to 
their office to pruife God ? Why, truly they are gone every one to his 
cou ntry-feat to get a Hvelikood for themfclves and their families out of 
their grounds, for their profelfion would uot maintain them. A feandalous 
maintenance makes a feandalous miniflr)'. The work is neglected, be- 
eaufe the workmen are. It was not long mice the payment of the fularies 
appointed for the lingers was put into a- very good method, chap. xii. 47. 
and yet how foon did it fail, for want of being looked alter. 

2. Nehemiah laid the fault upon the rulers, who mould have taken care 
that the Levites minded their bufinefs, and had all due encouragement 
therein. This is required from Chriftian magillrates, that they ufe their 
power to oblige minifters to do their duty, and people to do theirs. Ne- 
hemiah began with the rulers, and called them to an account, Why is the 
houfe of God forfaken? ver-ll. Why are the Levites ftarved out of it? 
Why did not you take notice of this and prevent it? The people Jbr/bofc 
the Levites, which was exprefsly forbidden, Dcut. xii. 1Q. — xiv. 27. And 
then the Levites forfook their pott in the houfe of God. Both minifters 
and people that forfake religion and the fcrvices of it, and magift rates 
too, who do not what they can to keep them to it, will have a great deal 
to aufwer for. 

3. He delayed not to bring the difperfed Levites to their places again, 
and fet them in their Jtations, as the word is, ver.l I. A Levite in his field 
{clericusin foroj is out of his ftation ; God's houfe is his place, and there let 
him be found. Many that are carelefs would «io much better than they do, 
if they were but called upon. Say to Archiapus, Take heed to thy minijiry, 

4. Me obliged the people to bring in their tithes, vcr. 1*3. His zeal 
provoked theirs, and when they law the Levites at their work, they could 
not for fhame withhold their wages any longer, but houelHy and ch ear- 
fully brought it in. The better church-work is done, the better will 
church dues be paid. 

5. Fie provided thntjuft and prompt payment fliould be made of the 
Levites ftipends; corainifliouers were appointed to fee to this, ver.lS. and 
they were fuch as were accounted faithful * i. e. had approved themfclves lb 
in other trulls committed to them, and fo had pur chafed to thrmfthes this 
gooddegree, 1 Tim. in. 13. Let men be tried tirft end then trnfted ; tried 
in the lefs and then trulted with more. Their office: was to receive and pay, 
to diftributc to their brethren in due feu Ton and in due proportions. 

6. Having no recompence {it i.s a queftinn whether he had thanks) from 
thole to whom he did thefe good turns, he looks up to God as his pay- 
master, vcv.XA. Remember me, O my God concerning this. ^Nehemiah was 
a man much in pious ejaculations, on every oecaiion he looked up to God, 
and committed himfelf and his affairs to him. (I.J He here reflects with 
comfort and much futisfactiou upon what he had done for the houfe of God 
and the offices thereof ; it pleafed him to think that he had been any way 
inftru mental to revive and fupport religion in his country, and to reform 
what was amifs. What kinduefa any (hew to God's minifters, thus (ball it 
be returned into their own bofoms/in the fecret joy they (hall have there, 
not only in having done well, but in having done good, good to many, good 
to fouls. (2.) fie here refers himfelf to God to confider him for it, not in 

fmdeoras boufting of what he 'had done, much lefs depending upon it as 
lis righteou fuels, or as if he thought he had made God a debtor to him, 
butinahumbleappeal to him concerning his integrity and honeft intention 
in what he had done; and a believing expectation, that he would not be 
unrighteous to forget his work and labour of love, Heb. vi. 1 0. Oblerve how 
modeft he is in his requefts ; he only prays, remember me, not reward me; 
wipe not out my good deeds, not publifir them, record them. Vet he was re- 
waided,and his good deeds recorded, for God doth more than we are able 
to aik. Note Deeds donejbr the houfes of God and the offices of it, for the 
fupport of religion, and the encouragement of it, are good deeds; there is 
both righteou fiiefs and godlinefsin them, and God will certainly remember 
them, and not wipe them out; they ihall in no wife lofe their reward. 

15. f\ In thofe clays faw I in Judah 50772c treading 
wine-prefies on the iabbath, and bringing in (heaves, 
and lading alTes; as alfo wine, grapes, and figs, and 
all manner o/burdens, which thej r brought into Jeru- 
falem on the fabbath-day : and I teftilied against them 
in the day wherein they Ibid victuals. 1 6. There d welt 
men of Tyre alfo therein, which brought fifli, and all 
manner of ware, and fold on the Iabbath unto the 
children of Judah, and in Jerufalem. 17. Then I con- 
tended with the nobles of Judah, and faid unto them, 
What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the 
fabbath-day ? 18. Did not your fathers thus, and did 
not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this 
city? vet ye bring more wrath upon Ifrael, by pro- 
faning" the fabbath. 19. And it came to pafs, that 
■when the gates of Jerufalem began, to be dark* before 
the fabbath, I commanded that the gate mould be. 
fhut, and charged that they mould not be opened till 
after the fabbath : and some of my fervan ts fat I at the 
gates, that there mould no burden be brought in on 
the fabbath-day- 20. So the merchants and fellers of 
all kind of ware, lodged without Jerufalem once or 
twice. 2 1. Then I teftified againft them, and faid un- 
to them, Why lodge ye about the wall? If ye 'do so' 
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth 
came they no more on the fabbath. 2 2. And I com- 
manded the Levites that they fhould cleanfe them- 
fclves, and that they fliould come and keep the gates, 
to fantStify the fabbath-day. Remember me, O my 
God, concerning this alfo, and fpare me according to 
the greatnefs of thy mercy. 

t - 

• Here is another inftanceoF that blefied reform ft t ion Nehemi ah was aflive 
' ui; he revived fabbath-faucHfication, a»4 maintains the authority of the 
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fourth commandment; and a very pood deed this was for the houfe of 
God and the office** thereof; for where holy time is over-looked and 
made nothing of, it is not ftrange if all holy duties be ncglefted. l\arttiH § 
!• A remonttranee of the nbufe. The law of the fabbath was very ftriffc, 
and much infified ou, and* with good retifau, for religion is never in the 
throne, while iuhbaths are trodden under foot* But Nehemiah dilcovered 
even in Judah, umou<r thofe to whom fubbaths were given for afign, thjs 
law wretchedly viol :t<;d. I lis ,ovvn eyes were his informers, and magis- 
trates that are in care to difchurge their duty aright, will as much as may 
he fee with their own eyes, and accomplijh a diligent fearch to find out that 
which is evil. To his great grief it appeared that there was a general pro- 
fanation of the fabbath, that holy day, oven in Jerufalem, that holy city* 
which was fo lately dedicated to God. (1.) The hufhandmeu trod their 
wine-prciTes, und brought home their corn on that day, w. 15. though 
there was an expreft command, that in caring-time, and iit harve/i-tzme* thty 

fliouldrejl on the fabbaths, Exod. xxxiv. £1, beeaufe then they might be 
tempted to take a greater liberty, and to fancy that God would indulge 
them in it# (2.) The carriers load their affeswilh all manner of burdens, 
and made no temple of it, though there was a particular provifoin the law 
for the cattle reding, Dcut. v. 14. and thut they fliould beurno burden on the 

fabbath-day* Jer. xvu 21. (3.) The hawkers and pedlars und petty chap- 
men, that were men of Tyre, that famous trading city* fold all manner of 
ware on the fabbuih-day, ver. ]f>„ and the children of Judah and Jerufa- 
lem hud fo little grace as to buy of them, and fo encourage them, making 
our Father's day a day of snerchnndife, contrary to the law of the fourth 
commandment, which forbids the doing any manner of work. No wonder 
there was a general decay of religion and corruption of n.anuers among 
this people, when thuyforfook thejantituary* mid profaned the fabbath. 

2* The reformation of it. They that are jealous for the honour of God, 
cannot hear to fee his fabbath profaned, Obferve in what method this 
good man proceeded in his zeal for the fabbath. 

I # He tcjlijicd again/? them which profaned it, fen 15* and again, vcr. 
21. He not only exprefled his own diflike of it, but endeavoured to con- 
vince them that it was a great iin, and {hewed them the nftiinuuy of the 
word of God againft it* He would not puuifh it, till he had luid open 
the evil of it. 

2. He reafoued with the rulers concerning it, took the nobles of Judah 
to tufk, and contended with them, vcrA7* The great ell of men are not too 
big to be told of their faults by thofe whofc proper office it is ; nay, great 
men fliould be, as here, contended wiih in the tirft place, beeaufe or the 
influence they have upon others. ( 1.} He charged them with it,y* do it* 

They did not carry corn, nor fell tifh, but, (1.) They connived at them 
that did, and did not ufe their powers to reft rain them, and fo made them- 
felves guilty, us thofe magiftrates do, who bear the fword in vain. (2.) 
They fet an ill example in other things; if the nobles allowed themfclves in 
f ports and recreations, in idle vifits and idle talk on the fabbath-day, the 
men of bufinefs both in,city and country would profane it by their worldly 
employments, as more jufliliable. We muft he rcfpoutiblc for the fins 
winch others commit by our example. (2.) He ehargeth it upon them as 
an evil thing, for fo it is, proceeding from a great contempt of God aud 
our own fouls. (3.) lie reafonh the cafe with them, vcr. 18. aud fliews 
thenithatfubbutlj-breaking%vasoneof the fins for which God had brought 
judgment* upon them, and if they did not take w arning, but return to the 
fame fins again, they had reafon to expoft farther judgments: ye bring 
more wrath upon Jfracl hy profaning the fabbath. Thus Ezra concluded. 
If tee again break thy commandments* will not thou be angry with us till 
thon hnjt coitf timed us? Ezra ix. J 4. 

3. hie took care to prevent the profanation of the iabbath, as one that 
aimed only at reformation ; if he could reform them, he would not puniih 
them, and if he fliould punift) them, it was but that he might reform them* 
This is an example tomagiftrates to be heirs of reftraiut, and prudently to 
ufe the bit and bridle, that there be no occaiiou for the lafli. 

(I.) He ordered the gates of Jerufalem to be kept (hut from the evening 
before the fubbuth to the morning after, aud fet his own let van ts (whole 
care, courage and huncfty he could confide in) to watch them, that no bur- 
dens fliould be brought in on the fabbath-day, nor late the night before, 
nor early the morning after, left fabbath time fliould be intrenched upon, 
ver. ]()• Thofe that cmne in to worfhip in the courts of the temple, no 
doubt were admitted to pafs and rcpafs, but none that came to fell goo-'s, 
they were forced to lodge without the city* ver. 20. where no doubt tl x ey 
wifiied the fubbuth were gone, that they might fell corn. 

(2.) He threatened thofe that came with goods to the gales, who preffed 
hard for entrance, telling them if they came again he would -certainly lay 
them by the hceh> ver, 21- And this frightened them from coming any 
more. * Note, If reformers will but put on refolution, more may be "done 
towards the breaking of ill cuftoms than they can imagine. Vice connived 
at is> indeed a daring tiling, and will bid defiance to counfel and reproof; 
but it may be made a fneaking thing, and will be fo, when magiftrates 
make themfclves a terror to it. The king that sits on the throne of judgment 
fcatters away all evil with his eyes. 

(JJ.) He charged the Levites to take care about the due (un&ifying of the 
fabbath, that they fliould cleanfe themfclves in the firfl place, and fo give a 
good exumple to the people, and that they jhould fome of them come a^d 
keep the gates* ver. 22. Beeaufe heand his iervanta muft fhortly return to 
court, he would leave this charge with foine that might abide by it, that 
not only when he was prefent, but in his abfence the fabbath might be. 
fan6Htied. Then there is likely to be a reformation in this and other in- 
ftances, when magiftrates and minifters join their forces. The courage, 
zeal and prudence of Nehemiah in this matter, is here recorded for our 
imitation ; und we have reafon to think the cure he wrought was lafting; 
for in our Saviour's time, we find tl:c Jews in the other extreme, over 
fcrupulousin the ceremonial part of the fabbath ian&iflcation* 

4. He concludes thia puffage with a prayer, vcr* 22. In which obferve, 
(I.) The petitions. Remember me* as the thief on theerofs, Lord*remember 
me, that is enough ; God's thoughts to upward are very precious, PfaL xU 
5. and Jpore me; fo fur is he from thinking that what he had done did 
properly merit a reward in ftrift juftice, that he cries earn eftly to God to 

fpare him, as. Jeremiah, chap. xvA5mtaIee me not atvay in thy long f offering f 
chap. -x. 24..corre& me not in anger* and chap. xvu. 17. be not a terror to 
jne+ Note, The beft faints, even when they do the beft actions, ftand in 
need of fparing mercy* for there is not a jnjt man that doetft good and 
sinnethnot. \(2.) The plea according to the greatnefs (or multitude) of 
thy mercies. Note. God\* mercy is what we muft depend upon, and not 
any merit of our own, when we appear before God* 

23. In thofe days alfo faw I Jews that had married 
wives of Afhdod, of Amnion and of Mpab : 24. And 
their children (pake half in the fpeech of Afhdod, and 
.could not fpeak in the Jews language, but according 
to the language of each people- 25. And I contended 
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with them, and curfed them, and fiuotc certain of J 
them, and plucked off their hair, and made them 
fvvear by God, saying. Ye ihall not give your daugh- 
ters unto their Ions, nor take their daughters unto 
your Ions, or for yourlelves. SO*. Did. not Solomon 
king of Ifrael iin by thefe things? yet among many 
nations was there no king like him, who was beloved 
of his God, and God made him king over all Ifrael : 
nevertheless, even him did outlandifh women caufe 
to fin. 27. Shall we then hearken unto you to do all 
this great evil, to trangrefs again ft our God, in mar- 
rying Itrange wives ? 28. And one of the fous of Joiada, 
the ion of Eliafhib the high-prieft, was fori in law to 
Sanbaliat the II on o rite : therefore I chafed him from 
.me. 29. Remember them, O my God, becaufe they 
have defiled, the priefthood, and the covenant of the 
priefthood, and of the Levites. 30. Thus cleanfed I 
them from all ft rangers, and appointed the wards of 
the priefts and the Levites, every one in his bufmels: 
31. And for the wood-offering, at times appointed, 
and for the firft-iruits, Remember me, O my God, 
for good. 

We have here one itiftancc more of Nehemiah**; pious zeal for the pu- 
rifying: of his countrymen, a peculiar people to God, thai wa.4 the thing 
he aimed at in the ufc of his power, not the enriching of himfelf. 

1. See here how they hud corrupted themfelves by marrying (trance 
wives. This was complained of in Ezra's time, and much done towards a 
reformation, Ezra i.\*. and x. But when the unclean fpirit is call out, if a 
watchful eye be not kept uuon him, he will re-enter, fo he did here; 
-though in Ezra's time they that had married fr range wives were forced to 
put them away, which could not but occafion trouble and confufion in 
families, yet others would not take warning:, nititnr in vet i turn. Nehe- 
miah, like a good governor, inquired into the ftate of the families of 
thofe that were under his charge that he might reform what wus amifs 
in them, and fo heal the flreams, by healing the fprings. 

(1.) He enquired whence they had their wives, and found that many of 
the Jews had married wives ofAfhdod, of Amnion, and ofMoab, ver. 23. 
cither becaufe they were fowl of what was far-fetched, or becaufe they 
hoped by thefe alliances to firengthen and enrich themfelves. Sec how 
God by the prophet reproves this, 'Mat \\ . 1 l.Judah lias dealt t reach erou/Jy, 
and broken covenant with God, the covenant made in Ezra's time, with 



reference to this very thing ; he has profaned the holincfs of the Lord by 
marrying the daughter thut is the worfliipper of a Jl range god. * 

(2.) tie talked with the children, and found they were children of 
fl rangers, for thaivfpecch betrayed them. The children were bred up with 
their mothers and learned of them and their nurfes and fervaiits to fpeak, 
. fo that they could not fpeak the Jews language, either not at nil, or not 
readily, or not purely; but half in the fpeech of Afhdod, or Amnion, or 
Moab, according as the country was which the mother was a native of. 
Obferve (1.) Children in their childhood learn much of their mothers. 
Partus fequitur ventrem. (2.) If either fide be bad, the corrupt nature 
will incline the children to take after tha£, which is a good reufon why 
Chriftians mould not be unequally yoked. (3.) In the education of chil- 
dren, great cave fbould be taken about the government of their tongues. 
That they learn not the language of Aihdod, any impious or impure 
talk, any corrupt communication. 

2. See what courfe Neheminh took to purge out this corruption, when 
he discovered how much it had prevailed. 

1. He flic wed them the evil of it, and the obligation he lay tinder to 
witnefs againft it. He did not feck an occalion againft: them, but this wus 
an iniquity to be punifhed by the judge, and which he mult by no means 
connive at, ver, 17.fhall ice hearken to you, who endeavour to palliate and 
exctife it ? No, it is an evil, a great evil, it is a tranfgrcfjlon againjl our God 
to marry flrauge wives, and we rauft do our utmoit to put a Hop to it ; you 
beg that they may notbedivorced from you, but we cannot hearken to you, 
for there is no other remedy to clear us from the guilt, and prevent the in- 
fection. (1.) He quotes a precept to prove that it was in itfelf a great Iin, 
and makes them fwearto that precept, ycjhallnot give your daughters unto 
their Jons, &c. which is taken from Deut. vii. 3. When we would reclaim 
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people from fin, we muft llicw them the fiufulnefs of it in the glais of the 
fommuudiuent. He quotes a precedent to mew the pcrna-ions <-on- 

fequeures of it, which make* it net diary to be animadverted upon bv lire 
government, ver. 26. Did not Solomon, Icing of Ifrael sh by thef- lyings? 
The falls of great and good men are therefore recorded", that wo may 
take warning by them, to flmn the temptations which they were over- 
come by. Solomon was famous for wifdorh, there was no king like him 
for it, yet when he manicd ftrunge wives, his wifdom could "tint fecure 
him from the fuares, nay, it departed from him, and he did \ ery fool i Hi 1 v. 
lie was beloved of God, hut thai threw him out of Cod's favour, and 
went near quite to extingnifti the holy tire of grace in his foul : he was 
king over all Ifrael, but that loft him ten of his twelve tribes. You plead 
that you can marry Orange wives, and yet retain the purity eflfnielifes; 
but Solomon himfelf could not ; even him did ontlandi/h women caufa to 
sin. Therefore let him that thinks he J lands, take heed bji he fall, when 
he runs upon fuch a precipice. 

2. He (hewed himfelf highly difpleafod at it, that he might awaken 
them to a due fenfe of . the evil of it. He contended with them, ver. "5. 
they offered to juftify themfelves in what they did ; but he (hewed them 
how frivolous their excufes were, and argued it warmly with thero- 
When lie had filenccd them, he curfed them, i.e. he denounced the 
judgments of God againft them, and Ih'ewed thein what their fin deferv- 
ed : And then picked out fame of them who were more obilinafe than 
the reft, anil lit to be made example*, and filiate them, i.el ordered them 
to be beaten by the proper officers according to the law, I)c:it. xxv. o^. 
To which he added tins farther marl: of infamy, he pinched u/j' their hair, 
or cut or fliaved it off; for it may be fo underftcod. Perhaps they had 
prided themfelves in their hair, and therefore he took it off to deform ami 
humble them, and put them to fimme ; it was in erii'iSt to fligmati/e 
them, at leaf! for a time. Ezra, in this cafe, hud plucked off bis ov. u 
hair, in holy forrow for the tin; Nehemiah plucked off their hair in a. 
holy indignation at the finuers. See the different tempers of wife, and 
good, and vfeful men, a::d the divers graces, as well us divers gifts, of 
the fame Spirit. • 

3. He obliged them not to take any more fuch wives, and fepataled 
thofe whom they had taken. He cleoiifcd them from all Jirangers, both 
men and women, ver. 30. ami made them nromiVe with an oath that they 
would never do lb again, ver. 25. Thus did lie try all ways and means la 
put a flop to this inifchicf, and to prevent another rclapfe into this dif- 
eafe. 

4. He took particular care of the priefts families, that they might not 
lie under this flain, this guilt. He found upon enquiry, that a branch of 
the high-prieft's own family, one of his gram Hons hud married a daughter 
of Sanbaliat, that notorious enemy of the Jews, (chap, ii. 10. — iv. 1.) mul 
fo had in effect twifted interefrs with the Samariums, ver, 28. How little 
love had that man either to God or his country, who could make hitnli.Ji* 
ia duty and intereft, a friend to hirn that was a fworn enemy to both, it 
feems this young prieft would not put away his wife, and therefore Nehf- 
uiiah 'chafed him from him, deprived him, degraded him, and made him 
for ever. incapable of the priefthood. Jofephus faith, this expelled prieft 
was iVIanafTeth, and that when Nehemiah drove him away, he went to his 
father-in-law Sanballatjwho built him a temple upon mount Gerizim, like 
that at Jorufulem, and promifed him he fbould he high-prieft in it, and 
then was laid the foundation of the Samaritans prctenlions, which conti- 



nued warm to our Saviour's time, John iv. 2<>. Our fathers ivorfltippcd in 
this mountain. When Nehemiah had thus expelled one that had forfeited 
the honour of the priefthood, he again potted the prifjls and Levites, er.cry 
one in his busivefs, ver. 30. It was no lofs to them to part with one ti.at 
was the fcandal'of their coat, the work would be done better without him. 

When Judas was gone out, Chrift laid, Now is the fon of man glorified. 
John xiii. 00, 31. 

I_aftly, Here is Nehcmiah's praj'crs on this occafion. 

J. Me prays, Remember them, U my God, ver. i>«. Lord, convince and 
convert them, put them in mind of what they fhould be and do, that thty 
niay come to themfe lves. Or, remember them to reckon with rhem for if; 
remember it againft theni. If we take it fo this prayer i* a prophecy, that 
Cod would remember it againft them. They tl;a"t defile the priefthood, 
defpife God and (hall be lightly efteemed. IVihans they were too rmiuv 
and too great for him to deal with, Lord, (faith he) deal with the Mi, take 
the work into thine own bunds. 

1£. He prays, Remember me, O my Cod, ver. 31. The heft fervices done 
to the public have fometimes been forgotten by thofe for whom they were 
done, JZccl. ix. 15. therefore Nehemiah refers himfelf to God, to recoin- 
penfe him, takes him for his paymafter, and then doubts not but he fliaJl 
be well paid. 'I bis may well be the fummary of our petitions, we need uo 
more to make us happy but tbi*. Remember me, O my Cad, far good. 
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How the providence of God ivafchcd over the Jews that were returned out of captivity to their own land, and what great and kind * 
things were done for them, we read in the two foregoing books; but there were many that staid behind, having- not zeal enough 
for God's house, aud the holy land and city, to carry them through the difficulties of a removal thither: these one would think 
should have been excluded the special protection of providence, as unworthy the name of Israelites: but our God deals not with us 
according to our folly and weakness. We Hod in this book, that even those Jews which were scattered in the provinces of the heathen, 
were taken care of, as well as those that were q-alhered in the land of Judea, and were wonderiully preserved, when doomed to de- 

* m m m _ ft ■ i i f r i i ■ m • w m w I • * ? I 




narrative of'a. plot laid against the Jews to cut thctn all ofT, and wonderfully disappointed by t a concurrence of providences: The 
mos* compendious exposition of it will be to read it deliberately altogether at one sitting, for the latter events expound the former, 
and shew what providence intended in them The name of God is not found in this book; bat the apocryphal addition to it (which 
is hot in the Hebrew,.nor was ever received by the Jews into the canon,) containing six chapters, begin thus, Then Mordecai said, 
God'hath done thv.se things. But though the name (if God be not in it the finger of Gad is, directing many minute events for the 
bringing about of his people's deliverance. The particulars arc not only surprising and* very entertaining, buL edifying and very en- 
couraging to the faith and hope of God's people, in the most difficult and dangerous times; we canno' now expect such miracles 
to be wrought for us, as were for Israel when they were brought out of Egypt,- but we may expect that in such ways as God here 
took to defeat Uaman's plot; he will still protect his people. We are told, it.) How Esther came to be queen, and Mordecai to be 
great at court, who were to be the instruments of the intended deliverance, chap. i. aud ii. ('2.) Upon what provocation and by 
what arts Human the AmaJekito obtained an order for the destruction of all the Jews, chap. Hi. (;.) The great distress the Jews 




CHAP. I. 

Several things in this chapter itfelf are very injlruftivc and of ufe ; but 
the design of recording the Jiory of it is to fhew how way was made 
for EJlher to the crown, in order to her being iujirumeutai to defeat 
Hawaii's plot, and this, long before the plot was laid, that we may j 
ohferve and admire the foresight and vajl reaches of providence. 
Known unto God are all his works before-hand. (I.) Ahafuerus the 
king, in his height, fea/is all his great men, vcr. I — Q. (2.) In his 
Heat he d/vorceth his queen, became file would not- come to him when he 
f<.nt for her j ver. 10 — 22. And this Jhcws how God ferves his awn 
pitrpofes, even by the sins and follies of men, which he would nut per- 
mit, if he knew not how to bring good out of them. 

1. VTOW it came to pafs in the days of Ahafuerus, 

(this is Ahafuerus which reigned from India 
even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and feveu and 
twenty provinces:) 2. That in thole days, when the 
king Ahafuerus lat on the throne of his kingdom, 
which teas in Shu (ban the palace, 3 . In the third year 
of his reign he made a feait unto all his princes, and 
his fervants ; the power of Periia and Media, the 
Bobies and princes of the provinces being before him. 
4. When he f hewed the riches of his glorious king- 
dom, and the honour of his excellent majefty, many- 
days, even an hundred and fourfcore days. 5. And 
■when thefe days were expired, the king made a feaft 
unto all the people that awdprefent in Shulhan the 
.palace, both unto great and fmall, feven days, in the 
court of the garden of the king's palace. 6". fVhere 
were white, green, and blue hangings, fattened with 
cords of fine linen, and purple, to iilver rings, aud pil- 
lars of marble: the beds were of gold and filver, upon 
a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black 
marble. 7 And they gave them drink in veffeis of 
gold, (the veflels being divers one from another) and 
royal wine in abundance, according to the ltate of the 
king. S. And the drinking was according to the law: 
none did compel : for fo the king had appointed to all 
the officers of his houfe, that they mould do according 
to every man's pleafure. <?. Ailb Vafhti the queen 
made a feaft for -the women in the royal houfe which 
belonged to king Ahafuerus. 

Which of the kings of Perfia this Ahafuerus was, the learned are not 
agreed ; Mordecai is laid to have been one of thofe that were carried cap- 
tive from Jerti/alem, chap. ii. G. nud by that it fliould feem it was one of 



the firft kings of that empire. Dr. Lightfoot thinks it was that Arraxer.ves 
who hindered the building of the temple, who is called alio Ahafuerus, 
Ezra iv. 5, 7. after his great-grandfather of the iYledys, Dan, ix. 1. We 
have here an account, 

1. Of the vaft extent of his dominion. In the tjme of Darius and Cyrus, 
there were but one hundred and twenty provinces, Dan.v'u f . Now here 
were one hundred twenty-feven^ftw* India to Ethiopia, ver. K An over- 
grown kingdom, which in time would fink with its own weight, and, as 
nfnal, would lofe its provinces as fa ft as it got them. If fuoh vult power 
be put into a bad hand, it is able to do fo much the more milch iff, but 
if into a good hand, it is able to do fo much the more good. ChrinVa 
kingdom is, or flat II be, far larger than this, when ihe kingdoms of the 
world fhnll nil beeouie his, and it (hall be cverlalHng. 

2. Of the great pomp and magnificence of his court. When he found 
him fell' fixed and wartm.d in his throne, the pride of his heart riling with 
Ihe grandeur of his kingdom, he made a moft extravagant feuft, wherein he 
put hi in fell" to a vaft expeuee aud trouble, only to f hew the riches of his glo- 
rious Kingdom, and the honour of his excellent maje/ly, ver. 4. This was vain, 
glory, an affectation of pomp to no purpolc at all ; for none qucftioued the 
riches of his kingdom, nor oftxved to vie with him for honour. If he had 
(hewed the riches of his kingdom, and the honour of his majefty, as fome 
of his fucccfiors did,. in contributing largely towards the building of the 
temple, aud the maintaining of the temple-fervice, {Ezra xi. 8. — vii. 2i2.) 
it would have turned to a much better account. Two feafts Ahafucrud 
made: (I.) One for his nobles and princes, which luffed one hundred and 
eighty days, ver. 3, 4. Not that he feaftcd the -fame perfons every duy for 
all that time, but perhaps the nobles and princes of one province one day, 
of another province another day, whilethushe and his couftant attendants 
fared fumptunufly every day. The Cimldee puraphraft (who is very bold 
in his additions to the ftory of this book) faith, there hud been a rebellion 
among his fubjects, and this feaft was kept for joy of the qua filing of it. 
(2.) Another was made for all the people, both great and/mail, which lafted 
feven duys; fome one day, and fome another; and becaufe.no houfe 
would hold them, they were entertained in the court of the garden, ver. 5. 
The hangings with which the feveral apartments were divided, or the 
tents which were there pitched for the compam/, were very fine and rich, 
fo 'were the beds oi* ben dies on which they fat, and the pavement under 
their feet, ver. 6". Better is a dinner of herbs with quietuefs, and the en- 
joyment of one's felf and a friend, than this banquet of wine, with all the 
noife and tumult that tuuft needs attend it. 

3. Of the good order which in fome refpe&s was kept there notwith- 
standing. We do not find this like Belfliazzar's feaft, in which dunghill- 
gods were praifed, and the veifels of the funftuary profaned, Dan, v. 3, 4. 
Yet the Chaldusan paraphrafc faith, the veflels of the fanctuaty were ufed 
in this feaft to the great grief of the pious Jews. It was not like Herod's 
feaft, which referved a prophet's head for the laft dim. - 

But two things more we may gather from the account here given of this 
feaft, which are laudable. 

I. That there was no forcing of healths, nor urging them. That the 
drinking was according to the laic, probably fome law lately made, none did 
compel, no not by a continual propofing it, (as Jofephus explain* it) they 
did not fend the glafa about, but every man drank as he pleated, ver. 8- 
fo that if there were any that drank to excefs, it was their own fault, but 
few would when the king's order put an honour upon fobriety. This caui ion 
of a heathen prince, even then when he would ftiew his generality, may 
fharae many who are culled Chriftians, that think they do not fufficiently 

ftiew 
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fliew their good honfekeeping, nor hid their friend? welcome, unlf(% they 
make them drunk, und under pretence offending the health round, feud 
the fin round, and death with it. There is a woe to them that do fa, let 
them read it and tremble, Hah. ii. 15, 10". It is robbing men of their 
reafon, their rtdieft jewel, and making them fools, the yreuteft wrong 
that can be. 

1. That there was no mixed riuitring, for the gcntlem«*r and ladies were 
entertained afunder, not as in I3eKhazzar\» featt, whole wives and concu- 
bines drank with him, Dan. v. 2. or Herod's, whofe daughter danced hef ore 
him. Vafhti feafted the women in her own apartment; not openly in the 
court of the garden, but in the royal fioufa ver. 9. Thus while the kins? 
Hiewed the honour of his ma jrfii/, (lie and her ladies fliewed the honour of 
their modefty, which is truiy the majefty of the fair fex. 

10. If On the feventh day, when the 'heart of the 
king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and 
Carcas, the feven chamberlains that ierved in the pre- 
fence of Ahafuerus the king. 1 K To bring Vafhti 
the queen before the king, with the crown roval, to 
fliew the people and the princes her beauty : for ihe 
was fair to look on. 12. But the queen Valhti refuied 
to come at the king's commandment by his chamber- 
lains : and therefore was the king very wroth, and his 
anger burned in him. 13. /f Then the king laid to 
the wife men, which knew the times, (for lb was the 
king's manner towards all. that knew law and judg- 
ment: 14. And the next unto himB*wCarfliena,She- 
thar, Admatha, Tarlhifh, Meres, Marfena, and Me- 
mucan, the feven princes of Perfia and Media, which 
faw the king's face, and which fat the firft in the king- 
dom;) 15. What lhali we do unto the queen Valhti 
according to law, becaujfefhe hath not performed the 
commandment of the king Ahafuerus, by the cham- 
berlains? i6\AndMemucananfwered before the king 
and the princes, Valhti the queen hath not done wrong 
to the king only, but alfo to all the princes, and to all 
the people that are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahafuerus. 17. For this deed of the queen lhali 
come abroad unto all women, fo that they lhali 
defpife their hulbands in their eyes, when it lhali be 
reported, The king Ahafuerus commanded Vafhti the 
queen to be brought in before him, but (lie came not. 
13. Likewise lhali the ladies of Perlia and Media fay 
this day unto all the king's princes, which have heard 
of the deed of the queen. Thus shall there arise too 
much contempt and wrath. 19. If it pleafe the king, 
let there go a royal commandment from him, and let 
it be written among the laws of the Perlians and the 
Medes, that it be not altered, that Valhti come no 
more before king Ahafuerus, and !et4:he king give her 
royaL eftate unto another that is better than (he. 20. 
And when the king's decree which he lhali make, 
lhali be publHhed throughout all his empire (for it is 
great) all the wives lhali give to their hulbands ho- 
nour, both to great and Imall. 21. And the faying 
p leafed the king and the princes, and the king did 
according to the word of Memucan : 22. For he lent 
letters into all the king's provinces, into every pro- 
vince according to the writing thereof, and to every 
people after their language, that every man Ihould 
bear rule in his own houle, and that it Ihould be pub- 
lilhed according to the language of every people. 

"We have here a. damp to all the mirth of Ahafuerus's feaft, it ended in 
heavinefs, not as Job's children's feaft by a wind from the wildcrncfs, not 
as Belfliazzar's by a hand-writing on the wall, but by his own folly* An 
unhappy fallin^rout there was at the end of the feaft, between the king 
a/id queen, which broke off the foleiunity abruptly, and fent the guefts 
away filent and afharaed. 

1. It was certainly the king's wcaknefn to feud fbrVafiiti into his prefence 
when he was drunk and in company with abundance of gentlemen, many 
of them it is likely, in the fume condition. When his heart was merry with 
wive, nothing would ferve him, but Valhti muft come well drefled as {he 
was, with the crown on her heady that the princes and people might fee what 
a pretty woman (he was, ver. 10, IK Hereby (1.) Hedithonoured hiro- 
felf as ahuihand, who ought to prote£t t but by no means to expofe the 
modefiy of his wife, to be to her a covering of the eyes* (Gen* xx. 16.) not 
to uncover them* (2-) He dirniniflied himfelf as a king, in commanding 
that from his wife, which' flic might refufe, m uch to the honour of her vir- 
tue. . It was againft the cuftom'of the Perlians for the women to appear in 
public, and he put a great hardfhip upon her, when he did not court but 
command her to do lb uncouth a thing, and make her a fhew. If he had 
not been put out of the poieffionof himfelf by drinking to excefs, he would 
not have done fueh a thing, but have been angry at any one that ihould 
have mentioned it. When the wine is in, the wit is out, and men's rea- 
fon departs from them, 

2. However, perhaps it was not her wifdom to deny him, trer. 12* /he 
refufedto come, though he fent his' command by feven honourable meflfeit- 
gers,and publicly, and Jofeph us faith fent again and again, yet flie perilled * 
in her denial. Had (he come while it was evident (he did it in pure obedi- 
ence, it would have been no reflection upon her modefty, nor of ill exam- 
ple. The thing was not in itfelf finful,and therefore to otiey hud been more 
her honour than to be fo precife. Perhaps flie refufed in a haughty man- 
ner, and then it was certainly evil ; (he fcorned to come at the king's com- 
mandment. What a balk was this to him! while he was (hewing the glory 
of his kingdom, he (hewed the reproach of his family, that he* hud a wife 
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that would do ad fhe ple;i£;d. Strifes between yokr-fellm* s arc? \nul iMimijrh 
at an) time, hut before company they arc very fcaudaluu:., ami a&uifton 
bluHjing and uueafinefs. 

it. The king thereupon grew outrageous*. He that h id rule over one 
hundred twc*iity~fi*i*en province*, hud no nih* over his own ipiril, hut 
anger burned in fiirn> ver. 1-2. He hud conlixlted his cr.Vn emu fort mid cre- 
dit more, if lie had it i fled his r<*ft'iitiw±nts, had palled by the 1 affront his 
wife gaie him, and turned it oir with a jeit. 

4. Though he was very angry, he would not do anything in this matter* 
till headvifed with his urivy-coun fid tors; as he ha.fi lVvun ehrsmbcrlain:; to 
execute his orders, who are named, ver. 10. fo he h:sl feven coiHuelioni 
to direct his orders. The great power a man hath, the greater need he 
has of advice, that he may not abufe his power. Of thefe counfellors it is 
faid, that they were learned men, for they ktxew law and judgment; that 
they \Vere wife men, for they knew the times; and that the king put great 
confidence in them and honour upon them, lor ihey Jhiv the king* s face* 
and fat firji in the kingdom, ver. 13, 14. In multitude of fueh counsellors 
there is fafety. Now fiere is, 

1. The queftion proposed to this cabinet-council ; ver* 15. What Jltall 
we do to the queen Vajliti y according to law? QMerve. (I .) Though it ifras 
the queen that was guilt)', the law mull have its courfe. (2.) Though the 
king was very angry, yet he would do nothing but what he was advifeti 
to according to law. 

2. The propofal which Memucan made, that Vafhti fliould he divorced 
Tor her di (obedience. Some fuggeft that he gave this ievere advice, and the 
relt agreed to it, becaufe they knew it would pleafe the king, would gratify 
both his paflion now, and his appetite afterwards. But .Jofephus faith, 
that, on the contrary, he had a mighty afieCtioo for Vafhti, and would uot 
have put her away for this offence, if he could legally have puffed it bu 
Ami then we muft fuppofe Memucan in his advice, to have a liacere re- 
gard to jultiee and the public good. 

i (I.) He fliews what would be the ill confequence of the queen's difu- 
bedience to her huiband, if it were puffed by and uot animadverted upon* 
that it would embolden other -wives both to difohey their huihupd and to 
domineer over them. Had this unhappy falling out between the king and. 
his wife, wherein fhe was conqueror, been private, the error had reixiaiued 
with themitdves and the quarrel might have been made aws'y privately 
between themfclves, but it happened to be public, and perhaps the ladle* 
that were now feafting with the queen having fliewed tnernfeives p^cafed 
with her refufal, her bad example would he likely to have hadabauiufiu- 
ence upon all the families of the kingdom; if the queen muJi have her 
hum our, and the king tnuftfubmit to it, (liuce thehouies of private persons 
commonly take their meafures from the courts of princes) the wives would 
be haughty and imperious, and would fcorn to obey their huflmnds, and 
the poordefpifed huflmnds might fret at it, but could uot help thenifcivcs, 
for the contentions nf a wife are a continual dropping, Pro v. xix. 1 3. — -XXviij. 
IS. and fee l'rov. xxi. Q. — xxv. 24. When wives drfpifc their hu/bands 9 
whom they ought to reverence* Eph. v. 33. and contend for dominion over 
thofe to whom they ought to be in Jhhje&ion^ 1 Pet. iii. 1. there cannot 
but be continual guilt and grief, confulion and every evil work. And 
great ones muft take heed of letting copies of this kind, ver. iG, 17> 13. 

(2.) He fliews what would be the good coafequence of a decree again ft 
Vafhti, that flic fliould be divorced. We may fuppofe before they proceeded 
to this extremity, they fent to Vafhti to know if fhe would yet fubmit,cry 
peccavi, and alk the king's pardon, which if fhe had done, the mifchief uf 
her example would have been effectually prevented, and procefs (houid 
have been flaid ; but it is likely fhe continued objtinat<*, and inOfted upou 
it as her prerogative to do as (he pleafcd, whether it plenfed the king or no; 
and therefore they gave this judgment againft her, that jhe come no more 
before the king* and this judgment fo ratiKed, as never to be rcverfed 9 ver* 
19. The confequence of this it was hoped would be, that the wives would 
give their hujhands honour y even the wives of the great , notwithflandiug 
their own great nefs, and the wives of the finally notwithltandin^ the huf- 
handVmeatuiefs, ver. 20. And thus every man would bear rule in his owu 
houfe, as he ought to do, and the wives being fubjeft, the children and 
fervants would be fo too. It is the intereit of flates and kingdoms, to 
provide that good order be kept in private families. 

9. The edift that pafled according to this propofal, fignifying that the 
queen was divorced for contumacy according to the* law, and that if oihfer 
wives were in like manner uudutiful to their hulbands, they muft expect 
to be in like manner difgraced, ver. ill, were they better than the 
queen? Whether it was the paflion or the policy of the king that wot 
ferved by this edict, God's providence ferved its own purpofc by it, which 
was to make way for Either to the crown. 

CHAP. II. 

Two things are here recorded in this chapter , which were working to- 
wards ihe dc/iverance of the Jews from flaman's con/piracy* (J.J The 
advance of TZjlher to oe queen hijlead of Vafhti. Many others .were 
candidates for the honour, ver. l — 4. But Efiher an orphan, a. 
captive Jew, ver. 5 — 7. recommended hcrfclf to the king's chamber* 
lain firfit ver. 8 — 11. and then to the king, ver. 12 — 17. who made 
her queen, ver. 18 — 20. [2.) The goad fereice that Mordecai did to 
the' king, in di/hovering in plot againft his iif'c 9 ver. 21 — 23. 

I. A FTER thefe things, when the wrath of king 
X\_ Ahafuerus was appeafed he remembered Valhti^ 
and what Ihe had done, and what was decreed againft 
her. 2. Then laid the king's fervants that miniitered 
unto him, Let there be fair young virgins fought for 
the king. 3. And let the king appoint officers in all 
the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather 
together all the fair young virgins unto Shufhan'ths 
palace, to the houfe of the women, unto the.cuftody 
of Hege the king's chamberlain, keeper of the women, 
and let their things for purification be given them: 
4. And let the maiden which pleafeth the king, be 
queen inftead of Vafhti. And the thing plestlhd the 
king/and he did fo. 5.^ Now in Shuflian the palace, 
there was a certain Jew, whofe name x#a* Mordecaj, 
thefon of Jair, the fon of Shemai, the foil of Kilh, 
a Benjamite : 6. Who had been carried away from. 
Jerusalem, with the captivity which had been carried 

away 
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away with Jeconiah king of .Tudah, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. 7. Anil 
he brought up Hadailah (that is Either) his uncle's 
daughter, for file had neither father nor mother, and 
the maid rcas fair and beautiful, whom Mordecai 
(when her father and mother was dead) took tor his 
own daughter. 8. <*; So it came to pals, when the 
king's commandment and his decree was heard, and 

w hen in a ny in ai dens we re gat hered together unto Sh u- 
ihan the palace, to thecuttody of Ile^ai, that Either 
was brought alio unto the king's houie, to the euiiodv 
of Hegai keeper of the women. !>. And the maiden 
p leafed him, and fhe obtained kindnefs of him, ami 
he fpeedily gave her things for purification, with fuch 
things as belonged to her, and ieven maidens tell/eh 
were meet to be given her out of the king's houie, and 
he preferred her and rer maids unto the belt place of 
the houie of the women, 10. Either had not (hewed her 

Eeople nor her kindred : for Mordecai had charged 
er that fhe Ihould not fhew if. 11. And Mordecai 
walked every day be tore the court of the women's 
houte to know how Either did, and what ihould be- 
come of her. 12. Now when every maid's turn was 
come, to go in to king AhaTuerus, after that ihe had 
been twelve months, according to the manner of the 
women (for fo were the days of their purifications 
accomplished, toisit, fix months with oil of myrrh, and 
fix months with iweet odours, and with other things 
for the purifying of the women.) 13. Then thus came 
every maiden unto the king: whatsoever flic dciired 
was given her to go with hey out of the houie of the 
women, unto the king's houfe . 14. In the evening ihe 
went, and on the morrow ihe returned into the fecond 
houfe of the women to the cufrody of Shaaihgax, the 
king's chamberlain, which kept the concubines: fhe 
came in unto the king no more, except the king de- 
lighted in her, and that Die were called by name. 

16. Now when the turn of Either, the daughter of 
Abihail, the uncle, of Mordecai (who had taken her 
for his daughter) was come to go in unto the king, fhe 
required nothing, but what Hegai the king's chamber- 
lain, the keeper of the women appointed: and Either 
obtained favour in the fight of all them that looked 
upon her. 16. So Either was taken unto king Aha- 
iuerus in his houfe royal, in the tenth month (which 
d$ in the month Tebeth) in the feventh year of his reign. 

17. And the king loved Either above all the women, 
and ihe obtained grace and favour in his fight more 
than all the virgins ; fo tnat he fet the royal crown 
upon her head, and matte her queen initead of Vafhti. 

18. TJien thekingmadeagreatfeaftunfoall his princes 

and his lervants, even Eithe*\s feait, and he made a 
releafe to the provinces, and gave gifts according to 
the ftatc of the king. 10. And when the vi rgins were 
gathered together the fecond time, then Mordecai fat 
in the king's gate. 20. Either had not yet ihe wed her 
kindred, nor her people; as Mordecai had charged 
her: for Either did the commandment of Mordecai, 
like as when fhe was brought up with him. 



How God put down one that was high and mighty from her feat, we 
read »n the chapter before, and are now to be told how he exiled one of 
Jow degree, as the virgin Mary obferves in her fong Luke i. 52. and Hannah 
before her, Sam. ii. 4 — 8. Vafhti being humbled for her height, Either 
is advanced for her humility. Obferve, 

1. The extravagant courfe that was taken to pleafe the king with another 
wife in Head of Valhti. Jofcphus faith, when his anger was over, he was 
exceedingly grieved that the matter was carried fo far, and would have 
been reconciled to Vaihti, but that by the con/titution of the government, 
the judgment was irrevocable ; therefore to make him forget her, they con- 
trived how to entertain him nrft with a great variety of concubines, and 
then to fix him to the moll agreeable of them for a wife initead of Vaflitt. 
The marriages of princes are commonly made by policy and intereft, for 
the inlarging of their dominions, arid the ftrengthening of their alliances; 
but this mull be made partly by theagreeablenefs oftbeperlbn to the king's 
fancy, whether flie were rich or poor, noble or ignoble. What ado was 
made here to humour the kingj as if his power and wealth were given 
him for no other end, but that he might have all the delights of fenfe wound 
up to the height of pleafurablenefs and exquifitely refined, though at the 
bull they are but drofs and dregs in o>m;>arifon with divine and fpiritual 
pleafures. (J.) All ihe provinces of this kingdnm muft be fearched for fair 
young virgios, and officer.-, appointed to ch^ote them, wr. 3. (2.) A houie 
(a feraglio) was prepared on purpofe for them, and a perfon appointed to 
have the charge of fhe.n, to fee that they were well provided for. (3.) 
No lefs than twelve months were allowed for their purification, fome of 
them at leaft, who were brought out of the country, that they might be 
very clean and perfumed, c<rr. 12. Even thofe who were the matter-pieces 
of nature, muft yet have all this help from art, to recommend them to a 
vain and carnal mind. (4.) After the king had once taken them to his 
bed, they were made reclufcs ever after, except the king pleafed at any 
time to fend for them, ver. 14. they were looked upon as feebndary wives, 
were maintained by the king accordingly, and might not marry. We may 
fee by this inlrance, to what abfurd practices tfToie came, who were delli- 
tute of divine revelation, and topunifh them for their idolatry were given 

No. LXIX *. 



up to vile artl-crmus? having broke through that law of creation which rc- 
fultfd from God % making man, they broke through another law. which 
.' was founded upon his making one man and one woman And fee what 
1 need theie was of the golVel of Chrift to purify men from t'.v lulls of the 
; liiilh, and to reduce ill em fo their original initirution. Thofe that have 
( learned Chri/f. we think it a jbame even \ofpeak of fuch things as thefe which 
; \e ere done of i hem. iif.t \-,\\\y in feret, but avowedly, Eph.v. 12. 
j 2. Tlse over-ruling p-ovidenee of God bringing Klllur to be queen by 
this meat is. H id lite In.en liili recommended u> /Viiafuerun (bra wife, fie 
would have rrjeewd the motion w,th d'fdain. But when ihe comes in her 
turn after iev.ial o'heis, and ir was found, rhat though many of them were 
ingeuiousand difereet, graceful :uid agreeable, yet Either excelled them all. 
Thus way was made for her, evvu by her rivals, imo the king's affections, 
and (lie honours confetjuuu ihwieupon. And as Bifhop Patrick faith, thofe 
whofuggeft that Ihe committed a great fin to come at this dignity, do not 
confider the cufioimof thofe times and countries. Every one that the king 1 
took to his bed, was married to him, and was his wife of a lower rank,, as 
Hagar was Abraham's, fo that if Either had not been made queen, the fous 
of Jacob need not fay, tfiat he dealt with their Jijler as with an harlot. Con-' 
earning Either, we mult obferve, 

1. Her original chaia&er. (l.) She was one of the children of the 
captivity : a Jewel's, and a Jharer with her people in their bondage, Daniel 
and his fellows were advanced in the land where they were captives ; for 
they were of thofe whom God lent thither for their good, Jer. xxiv. 5» 
(2.) She was an orphan j her lather and mother were both dead, wr. 7* 
but when they bad forth ken her, then the Lord took her up, Pfal. xxvii. 10, 
When thofe whole unhappine.is it is to bs thus deprived of their parents 
in their childhood, yet afterwards come to be eminently pious and prof- 
perous, we ought to take notice of it to the glory of that God, and bis 
grace and providence, who has taken it among the titles, of bis honour to 
be a father of the fatherlefs. (?>.) She was a beauty, fair of form, good of 
countenance, fu it is in the margin, ter. J. Her wifdom and virtue were 
her greatell beauty, but it is an advantage to a diamond to be w«Jl lets 
(4.) Mordecai her coulin-gei man was her guardian, brought her up, and 
took her for his oivn daughter. The LXX. lay he defigncd to make her his 
wife; if that w t ie fo, he was, to he mailed that he oppofed not her better 
preferment. (5.) Let God be acknowledged in railing up friends for the 
fatherlefs and moiherlets ; .er it be an encouragement to the pious inlrance 
of charily, that there have been m.iiy who hav« taken caic of the educa- 
tion of oi plums, that have lived to fee the good fruit of their care and 
pains abundantly to their comloi t. ?)r. I .ighf foot thinks this Mordecai 
is the fame with that mentioned, fissru ii. 2. who went up to Jcrufalem 
with the firlt, and helped orwtud tiie JeltJemeut of his people, until the 
building of the ;emp!e was It «pp< d, and :hcn went back to the Perlian 
court to fee what fervice he could do th-.-m there. 

Mordecai being b.lther'» gu.irdi.tti or pro- parent, we are tnld, (l.j How 
tender he was of her, as if ii.e had been his own child, vcr. 1 1. he walked 
before her door every day, to kiiow how fhe did. and what intereft ihe 
had. Lot thofe whole relations are thus call upon them by the divine 
providence, he thus kindly nrfectioned to them,- and folicitous for them. 
(2.) How refpe&ful Ihe was to him, though in relation ihe was his equal, 
yet in age and dependence being his interior, Ihe honoured him as her 
father did his commandment, ver. 20. This is an example to orphans ; if 
they fall into the hands of thofe who love them and take care of them, 
let them make fuitablc returns of duty and obfei vancc. The lefs obliged 
their guardians were in duty to provide for them, the more obliged they are 
in gratitude to honour and obey their guardians. Here is an /nftance of 
Efther's obfequionfnefs to Mordecai, that Die did natjbew her people or her 
kindred, becaufe Mordecai had charged her that flic Ihould not, vcr. 10, 
He did not bid her deny her country, nor tell a lie to conceal her parentage ; 
if he had, Ike-mult not have done it: But he bid her not proclaim it ; all 
truths are not to be fpoken at all times, though an untruth is not to be 
fpoken at any time. She being born in Shufhnn* and her parents being 
dead, all took her to be of Peifian extraction, and Ihe was not bound to 
undeceive them. 

2. Her preferment. Who would have thought that a Jew, a captive, an 
orphan was born ro be a queen, an emprels ! So it proved : Providence 
funietimcs roifes uf> the pour out oj the dtijl, to Jet them among princes, \ Sam. 
ii. ti. (J.) The king's chamberlain honoured her, ver, I), and was ready to 
lerve her; wildom and virtue will gain refpect. They that make lure of 
God's favour Iliad find favour w.th man too, as far as it i* good for them. 
All that looked u/on Kltht-r admired her, -ver. 15. and concluded ihe was 
tlie lady that would win the prize ; and fo Ihe did. (2.J The king himfelf 
fell in love with her. She was not folicitous as the relt of the maidens were 
to fet her 1 •-•If olF with artificial beauty, Ihe required nothing but jult what 
was appoint id her, ver. 15. And yet ihe was mod acceptable. Beauty the 
more natural the more agreeable. The king loved Kilher above all the 
women, ver. 1/. Now he needed not to make any farther trial, or take 
time to deliberate, he is foon determined to fet the royal crown upon her head, 
and make her queen, vvr. 1/. This wa* done in his feventh year, ver. 1(5. 
Vafhti was divorced in his third year, chap. i. 3. So that he was four 
years without a queen. 

Notice is taken, (J.) Of the honours the king put upon Kflher. He 
graced the folemuily ol her coronation will) n royal fea/l, ver. 18. at which 
perhaps Either, in compliance with the king, made a public appearance, 
which Valhti had refilled to do, that Ihe might have the praile of obedi- 
ence in the fame inftance in which the other incurred the plot of difube- 
dieuce. He alio granted a releafe to the' provinces, either a remittance of 
the taxes in arrear, or an act of grace for criminals} as Pilate at the feaft 
releafeda prifouer. This was to odd to the joy. (2.) Of the deference 
Either continued to pay to her quondam guardian ; Ihe ftilf did thecoma 
vtaudmcnt of Mordecai as elicit Jbe was brought up with him, ver. 20. JVtor- 
decai fatxw the king's gate, that was the top of his preferment, he was one 
of the porters or door -keepers of the court ; whether he had this place 
before, or Either obtained it for him, we are not told, but there he fat 




grateful difp 

his continued wifdom : it is a great ornament to thofe who are advanced, 
and much their praife to remember their benefactor, to retain the irn- 
preflions of th.ir good education, to be diffident of themfelves, willing to 
take advice, and thankful for it. 

21/^1 In thole days (while Mordecai fat in the king's 
gate) two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and 
Tereih, of thole which kept the door, were wroth, and 
fought to lay hand on the. king Ahaluerus :• 22. And 
the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto 
Either the queen ; and Either certiiied the king tiiere~ 
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of in Mordeeai's name, 2»3. And when itiquilition 
Vr a s made of the matter* it was found out: therefore 
tilt'}' were both lumped on a tree: and it was written 
in the hook of tile chronicles before the king. 



difcourfe, was commonly attributed to pride and envy, that he would not 
pay refpeft io Hainan, becaufe on the fcore of his alliance to Eftherhe was 
not himfelf as much promoted ; or to a factious feditious fpirit, and a dif- 
afiecrion to (licking and his government j and thole that would make the 
bett of it looked upon it as his weaknefs, 01 his want of breeding, called it a 



Thi 



ood Icrvice which Mordecai did to the government, in di lower- 
ing a plot aeainll the 'life of the long, is here recorded, becaufe the nien- 
ti"tv ot u will again occur t*» Uis ua vantage. No lien is "yt:t lateen toward* 
Hainan'* delign of the Jews delirurtion, but feverai ficps are taken towards 
God's deligii of their deliverance ; and this tor one ; God now gave Mor- 
vU-cai an opportunity of doing the king a goad turn, that he might have the 
tV.trcr uupoUuwity afterward of doing the Jews a good turn. 

1. A de-hgn was' hi id againlt the king by two of his own fervants, who 
fought to I ty hitnd on him, not only to make him a prifoner, but to take 
awav his life, tw, Ul. Probably they relented fome affront they thought 
be had given them, or fome injury he had done th cm : who wonid be great, 
to he f'» much tin* object of envy ? Who would be arbitrary, to be lb much 
the t-bjeft of ill-will r Princes above any mortals, have their fouls conti* 
nually in their hands, and often go down Jla'm to the pit, efpecially thofc 
who eaufed their terror in the land of the living. 

2. Murdecai got notice of their treafon* and by Either' s means difco- 
vered it to the king, hereby confirming her/ in and recommending himfclf 
to the king's favour. How lie came to the knowledge of it doth not appear, 
whether he ovei -heard their difcourfe* or they offered to draw him in with 
tht?m, fo it was that the thing tzat kno'xn to him; which ought to be a warn- 
ing againlt all traiterous and feditious practices, though they prefume upon 
jecrecy, a bird of the air JbaU carry the. voice. And Mordecai, as foon as he 
knew it, gave notice of it totnekiirg, which ought to be an inftrncYmn and 
example to all that would he found good fubjeiHs, not to conceal auy ill 
defign lh«y know of againfc the y rince or the public peace, for it is laying 
a confederacy with puolic enemies. 

3. The trail* os were hanger^ as they defended, but not till it was upon 




give UICU extnwagam IWlinuvs a» w^iv »v«f*tt«<£u iw a\*j mwoi man, c,p 

cially fo wicked a man as Unman was. In the apocryphal chapters of this 
hook, chap. xiii. 12,13, U. Mordecai is brought in thus appealing to 
God in this matter; Thou knovecjl, Lord, that it was neither in content ft nor 
pride* nor for any dejire of ghry, that I did not how down to proud Hamtm, for 
I could have been content with good. -will for the faint tion of Ifracl, to kifs the 




thought it a piece ol injumce to Ins nation, to give lucn Honour to an Ama- 
lekite, one of that devoted nation, with whom God bad fworn he would 
have peipetual war, Exod.wn. 10*. and concerning which he had given 
that folemn charge, Dent xxv. I/. Remember -what AmaUk did. Though 
religion doth by no means dcliroy good manners, but teaches us to render 




remembrance was written. Thus they who lerve thrift, though their re- 
compense is adjourned till the relurrectiou ol thejuft, yet an a.couot i-J 
kept of their xvork (f faith and labour of love , which Cad is not iturigitscotti to 
forgtt, Ueb. vi. IO. 
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ick and mournful fecne here opens, and -which threatens the 
all the people of God : Were there not fome fuch dark nights, 
the right of the morning "would not he Jo welcome. (I.) Hainan is 
made the king's favourite, vcr. 1 (2.) Mordecai refufeth to give 



A very black 
ruin of 



fcieuce, be lleady and refu'mte, however cenfured or threatened, as Mor- 
decai was. 

3. Haman meditating revenge. Some that hoped thereby to curry favour 
with Haman, took notice to him of Mordccai's nidenefs, waiting to fee 
whether he would bend->r break, vcr. ±. . Haman then obferved it him- 
felf, and was full of wrath , ver. 5. A meek and humble man would have 
(lighted the affront, and have laid, let him have his humour, what am I the 
worfc for it ? but it makes. Hainan's proud fpirit rage and fret, and boil 
within him, fo that he becomes unenfy to hi.irielf and all aboul'him. It is 
foon rcfolvud that Monlecai mutt die. The head mull off thai will not bow 
to Haman : if he cannot have his honours, he will have his blood. It is as 
penal in this court not to worlbip Haman, as it was in Nebuchadnezzar's 
not to w^rihip the golden image which he had let up. Mordecai is a perfon 
of quality, in a poft of honour, and own coufin to the queen, and yet 
Human thinks his life nothing towards a latisfac'tion for the affront, thou- 
("\-ids of innocent and valuable lives mull he lacrificcd to his indignation ; 
and thereto. e he vows the dvtfruttion of all the people of Mordecai, for his 
Hike, hecaufe his being a Jew was the reafon he gave why he did not re- 
verence Haman. Herein appears Hainan's in tolerable pride, infatiable 



cruehy, and the ancient antipathy of an Amalckite M the Ifracl of Gad. 
Sau\ tVie f. n >f K.»ih a lienjamite fpared A gag, but Mordecai the fon of 
Kilh a Benjamite, [chap. ii. 5.) fhall find no mercy with this Agagite. 




him the honour be demanded, ver. 2 — 1. (S.J Haman for bis fake 
vows to be revenged upon all the Jews, ver. 5, 6. (4.) He upon a 
malicious fuggijtion obtains an order from tht king to have tbem \ 
all maj) acred upon a certain day, ver. 7 — 13. (5.) Tbzs order is 
difperfed through the kingdom, ver. 14, 15. 

1. A FTER thefe things did king Ahafuerus pro- 
/\ mote Haman the ion of Hammedatha the Aga- 
gite, and advanced him, and let his feat above all the 
princes that were with him. 2. And alt the king's fer- 
vants that were in the king's gate, bowed, and reve- 
renced Haman ; for the king had lb commanded con- 
cerning him : butMovdeeai bowed not, nor did him re- 
verence. 3. Then the king's fervants which were in the 
king's gate, luid unto Mordecai, why tranigreHeit thou 
the king's commandment ? 4. Now it enme to pais, 
when they lp;»ke daily unto him, and lie hearkened 
not unto them, that they told Hainan, to fee whether 
Mordccai\s matter* would Uand ; tor he had told 
them thai lie a Jew. o. And when Haman law 
that AL»nleeai bowed not, nordid him reverence, then 
was Hainan full of wrath, fi. And he thought (corn 
to lay hands on JNJordeeai alone ; for they had ihewed 
him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman fought 
to deftroy all the Jews that, xccre throughout the whole 
kingdom of Aha i'uerus, even the people of Morde< 



us cut them, off from being a nation, Pful. ixi:xiii. 4. Peru's barbarous will* 
is, that they had all but one neck. 

7. In the firft month (thatw the month Nifan) in 
the twelfth year of king Ahafuerus, they call Pur, that 
w,. the lot before Haman, from day to day, and from 
month to month, to the twelfth month, that is the 
month Adar. 8. *fi And Haman faid unto king Aha- 
fuerus, There is a certain people featfered abroad, and 
dilperfed among the people, in all the provinces of thy 



Here wc have, 

l . Human advanced by the prince and adored thereupon by the people ; 
he had lately laid Either in his hnlbm, but (he had uu fuch intereft inbtra, 
as to get her friends preferred, or to prevent tlie preferring of one that (he 
knew was an enemy to her people. When thofe that are good become 
great, yet they tind they cannot do good, nor prevent mifchief as they 
wculd. This Hainan was an Agagite, an Amalekite, faith Jofephus, pro- 
bably of the defcendants of Agagj a common name of the princes of Ama- 
lek, as appears. Numb. xxiv. 7. and fame think he was by birth a prince as 
Jchoiakim was, whofr l'c;it\\ns fet above the rei\ of the captive kings, 
1 Kings xxv. 28. as Hainan's here was, ver. I. The king took a fancy to 
him, (princes are nor bound to give rea fon s for their favours) made him his 
favourite, his confident, his prime minilter of ltatc. And fuch a command- 
ing influence the court then had, {that (contrary to the proverb) whom it 
blelFed, the country bleilVd too ; for all men adored this rifing fun, and the 
king's lervants were particularly commanded to bozv before him, and to do 
Aim revennce, ver. 'J., and they did lb. 1 wonder what the king faw in 
Haman, that was commendable, or meritorious, it is piain, he was not a 
man of honour or jnltice, of any true courage, or Heady conduct, but proud 
and pallionate, and revengeful, yet promoted, and caretfed, and who but 
he ? Prince* darlings-are not always worthies. 

" '2. Mordecai adhering to his p-.i oci p\e«i with a bom and daring refutation, 
and therefore refilling to reverence Haman, a* the reft df the king's fervants 
did, ver, *i. He was urged to it by his friends, who minded him of the 
king's commandment, and confe^uentiy of the danger he run upon, if he 
refuted to comply with it ; it\vns ;\> much as his neck was worth, efyecially 
confiderlng Hainan's infolenre, ver. 3. They fpake daiQ to him, to per- 
fuade him to conform, but all in vain, he hearkened not to them, but told 
tnem plainly that he was a Jew, and could not in ennfeience do it ; doubt-\ 
lcl\ Uis refufal when it came to be uken notice of, and made thelubjeft of 



king, let it be written that they may be deltroyed: and 
I will pay ten thou land talents of ttlver to the hands of 
thoie that have the charge of the bufmets, to bring it 
into the king's treafuries. 10. And the king took his 
ring from his hand, and gave it unto Hainan, the (on 
of Hamedatha, the Agagite, the Jews' enemy. IK 
And tlie king laid unto Haman, The iilver is given to 
thee* the people alio, to do with them as it leemeth 
good to thee. 12. Then were the king's fcribes called 
on the thirteenth day of the firit month, and there was 
written according to all that Haman had commanded 
unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors that 
were over every province, and to the rulers of every 
people of every province, according to the writing 
thereof, and every people after t heir language ; in the 
name of king Ahafuerus was it' written and fealed with 
the king's ring. 33. And the letters were Cent by poll 
into all the king's provinces, to deftroy, to kill, and 
to caufe to perifh ail Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day, even upon the thir- 
teenth day of the twel fth month, (which is the month 
Adar) "and to take the fpoil of them for a prey. 14. The 
copy of the writing tor a commandment to be given 
in every province, was publifhed unto ail people, that 
they ibaU be ready agamit that day. 15. The polls 
went out, being haitened by the king's commandment, 
and the decree was given in Shuihan the .palace ; and 
the king and Haman fat down tu drink, but the city 
Shuihan was perplexed. 



Haman values himfelf upon that h Id and daring thought which he fan- 
cied well became Ins great fpirit, of deftroy ing a IJ the tews: an under- 
taking worthy of its-author, and which lie promilV'd hirnlelf would perpetu- 
ate his memory. He douhrs not bnc to find dvlperat** *nd bloody hands 
enow to cut all their throats, if the king will b:it give him leave; how he 
obtained leave, and cwiiuitnon to do it, wc are here told. He had the 
king's car, let him alone to manage him. 

1. He makes a fultc and malicious reprcfentation of the Jews, and their 
character to the king, ver. 8. The cne.nies of G- id's people could not give 
them fuch ill treatment 3S they do, if they did notlirli put ehern into an. ill 

name 



Chap. IV. 



name. Pie would have t lie kine believe (\ \ Thnt r ... 
countries, .he bJt. ^ ^f^^^CStb^^^ %{'" 
their iineularities, which mw end „ i'r i 11 7 . • ,ofoCt ° thers with 

will unmake i, <ha« bi e^fiif J ™ he'lw" ^ Ha ™" 
went to lh« king to Sent an tWT^J powerful induce- 

hoped would be equivalent for that Pro,,H V. i i- • S a fl,m he 
rtick a, the , X pences of tl eir7~. ^O^L^ST " ot 
«o doubt, Hainan knew how to i£mtar&*K5 n^^ !' 1 /?' 
Jew, wh I. ■ his janizaries were to fdze for h tn £r 13 and£°l ° f 
them bear the charges of their own ruin - i, 7' ',° to n ' ake 

only a (aver, but a^gainerb/tSe bargain to he not 

bewitched ivhh Ham™ th» h . . g Wa - S 1o m,ndlefe <>' buiinef,, and fo 
altoUotr bnt^'J?,^!.^ »?.^ e . » «■«»• *« truth of his 
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that he gave him withal the ten thouland talents, the A7w /I mL, <f L' 
an implicit confidence likewifehe had in Han, n and lb»^^?\ !?5* 
abandoned ail care of his kingdom, that hegave Haman h, r i f ^ 
ieal orngn-manual, wherewith to confirm I.^JStS 1 . 18 PJ' V 7- 

draw 

. . fuch 

eyes nor brains, '~&£7^ 'if tow™ ™ " "* S ' blU ni! "' er 

T ' °" f th £ k ' nS ' When Efther b3d been "swift aboufir,™" 

upon the twelfth month fo that Mordecai [and EftLer h?d e e.-en „ ^ d ' 

gratify his impatient revenge. Probably he was in fome fen 1 la ?L T 

^ "n^ 1 * 0 " but under the fmiles of a goodomen S 

Sid^n^ ° tCe ? ^ not in lhc directions and di fpofals of 

providence when they crofs our defires and intentions H> tUnTlr ■ 

the lot, much more t'hat beheveth the n rom ifet will not « ke hie S 
ice how God's wifdom ferves its own pilrpofes by men°s fiKv* 2, ? Ut 
appealed to the lot, and to the lot he flSS go? which bv tii!^** ^ 
e,eent,on gives judgment aguinft him, and M he nL^t n°e 'p?o t " 

5. the bloody edict is h-.re-.p >n diawn u >. finned and m,hi;njj • • 
orders to the militia of every province to b "readfaeainfl t, S i V L ns 

ofthetwelfthmonth.andontt.a.day^omurderallth^ d3> ' 

?o n ba c n h - i l L dr T. , ;, anci r feize t,,e ; r ^ 12 13 * hXCe 



^r/,r prevent,^ °f 1 •) ;» ? «,V„ /Wj 

dccai ur S etb be- to inurccd, ■wilb the king for a revocation if 
tbr aha, ver. 8 y. ,3.) Bjlbcr obj^cd tbedang/r7/^dTirZ 
the hng uncalled, ver. io_i 2 . ( 4 j MorJ^-af pZlidlt fa 
ruu tb. v »ttur,, ver. 13, 14. (3.)' aftcrt"Xiot fr% 

\\7"WENMoKlccai perceived all that wasdone, 

cloth wlrl. ,n eCiU r( T nt ,US c,otI ?««. a »d Put on lack- 
ritv nn 1 ? I, i ea » tl ant 1 l we ,nt °' lt into the midlt of the 
c tj , and cneil with a loud and bitter cvy : 2. And ca ne 

even before the king's gate: for none might* iter fnto 
1 ^ s » ate loathed with lackclotlf. a. And in 
eveiy province wlutherlbever the king's command- 
ment, and Ins decree came, there wax great mournine- 
among the Jews and falling, and weeping, and B5 

fS'i m • ? y , ,n fif^th and aih<S. "4. f So 
Either s maids and her chamberlains came and told * 
bei I ben was the queen exceedingly grieved and The 

df IkckS *? Clo . t,ie 2 W? cai ' and to take awar 

His lackcloth from him: but life received it not. 

Here we have an account of the general forrow that was anions >h. 

2 1 -*' , ' r,1 f c:li 1 CTi ' : d bitterly, «„/ /„V clotha, and put on fachhth . ver 1 

£ke"o"ce 0 f it ,h ™'" dhis S'^ b« procla^etl rf, that ai. tn gl [ 
j e 1,01 ot it, that in- was not alh:imcd to own himielfn MmnA tLVul 

bv Hamln^ V ^. cabIe ? lld h « w od'ow ftiever they were now reprefented 
by Haman s baion. It was bravely done, thus publicly to efbiiiife ' 

"; e v ,r o t! rf he .^.r rt,pi * m " f h « «fncftrfo he "pe ^fitted a 
hL tvLZ' °: F\* tv T Ulcd h,ra .8 rea «»yi that his people lhou d fuffer for 
nia lcrup.e», which perhaps ticcafumed lbme «f then, to refleA noon h m 

2. All the Jews in every province laid it much to heart «~ T Th« , 
denied hemfejves the comfort of their tables, for theylitedTnd milt j 

& iaaa ta« » spyacsataiSS 

was in w?' 11,6 "P" ? gC ' ,U,ral in,il " ;ition ° r «h« rouble Morderai 



as 



refpea did ,he ,,11.^0 f« -f.i.„, 

!rn S'*^ •\ q "" 1 n ! f' 0 ^ 1 n,,t relation 7o rh,„r Ket no, he 
gieateft think it below than to grieve for the .it/t!":,,.. »r r r , r 1 . 

they tuemfelves be a nolnUd ^eUp JSS^£.^ ^ 
lent change of raiment to Mordecai, the «/ tf / ,W for ZXi n l\nd Z 

martyrs of Jefus. and drunk of i, .ill ,1,... u. '.. u ° ? '«< 1 



crimeis'laSd ^BrA^ .1 i not p«W«d thS^tlSnr^ N ° 



^ of Jefus, and dnSk Tt til hey taiu taT^f/a? 
(Jtcv. xvii. fl.) yet ftill like the horfe leeel, cryinVw^ r f Y T,°f ™ f"; 
order is ratified w th the kinir's feal diJert^- f/Ihl' 1? . ,r u,ii cruel 

O. Ine diifcrent temper of the court and city hereuDon \ -n.« 

drink 7 TP ? po V, l V '! ,e ^ w ^'»^^r/"^ii;^^r,o 

drink confufion to all the Jews. Hainan was afraid \<-ft,hZ. t" . P 
ftience ftould finite hi m for what he had iZ^.^d t fltou'd beK Sft 

wSdVb.l2? ,n „ -° Pre r V T t Wl i. ich he in S rorfed Mm toWmwPSnd 
bim drinking : tins curfed method many take to drown their rAn Ji£; P 

and harden their own hearts, and the hearts of o here n fin ('f The 
city was very fad upon it, and the other cities nf fh^ i.-" J { ~'K Ahe 
? hen they hid notiEof ft, M,^ p/^^ ^i^^o^? h bt 
Jews themfclves, but ail their neighbours that hadC^riScin^ 
and companion, it grieved them to fee their kino- rA I r J 1 - ? f J™ce 
A^V^J^^. W tii. 16. to fee men t a! 5 
fo birbarouily, and what w..u!d be the-confequences of it ta t fc^* 
they knew not. But the king and Haman cared fofnone of?hif^ lves 
Xote, It is anabfurd and impious thing to ind^J^^y^ 
plealure, when the church t/in diftrels, and thl%&te^^* and 

C HAP. IV. 

IVe left God's Ifaac bound upon the altar, andreaJv tn h . r.^£ i 
amUbc enemies triumpbiig in the prohZ of "? tt ^Zjfl^ 

«,vcr. l_ 4 . (S.J Matters are concerted iet^enMordecata^d 



•>. I hen called I-dther tor Ilatach, one of the kino-'s 

uT\ , ,7 la,us ' r h ° m ,,u had "PPointed toattendupon 
»ct, and gave him acommaiidmeiit to Mordecai to 
know what it and who it was. C>. So Hatach 
went forth to Muntoi, unto the ftreet of the city 
v . luc h tea* be ore the kiirg's gate. 7. And Mordecai 
t Id h„ u ot all that had happened unto him, and of 
the ium of the money that Hainan bad proiniled to 

tbZm i' e A .r g S tleaI "» es for tl>e Jews to deltroy 
tliem. 8. Alio he gave him a copy of the writing-of 
the decree that was given at Shulhan to deltroy them 
to Ihew tt unto Efther and to declare it unto her, and 
to charge her that lhe should go in unto the kingT to 
S 4PP .nation unto him, and to make requeit 

tor her people, i>. And Hatach cameand 
told Efther the words of Mordecai. 10. Again 

rS ,? fr Un , to Ha^ba^uigave him commaud- 

V A ^r'V^ ul : , u • A" the king's lervauts and 
the people ot the king's provinces do know, that who- 
mever, whether man or woman, lhall come unto the 
king into the inner court, who is not called, there is 
one law of Ins to put Ium to death, except iuch to 
whom the king lhall hold out the golden fcepter, that 

he mav \\vf. lint T w„,„„ ■■ i «.T _ ' . 
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ESTHER. 



Chap. V. 



manded to anfwer Either, Think not with thyfelf that 
' thou Ihalteicapein the king's houfe, more than all the 
Jews. 14. For if thou altogether hoklett thy peace at 
this time, then ihall there enlargement anddciiverance 
aiiie to the Jews from another place, but thou and 
ti)v father's houie ihall he deitroyed: and who know- 
elii, whether thou art eoiue to the kingdom favj'uch 
a tine- as this ? 16. «[ Then Either bade them return 
Mordecai this unfwer. 16. Go, gather together all 
the Jews that arc prelim t in Shulhan, and faft ye for 
me, and neither eat nor drink three days night or 
day: I alio and my maidens will fait likewise, and lb 
will I go in unto the king, which is not according to 
the law: and if I periih, I periih. 17. So Mordecai 
went his way, and did according to all that Either 
had commanded him. 

So ftricUy did the laws ol* Periia confine the wives, efpecially the kings 
wive*, that it was not pullible tor Mordecai to have a conference with 
Kfther about this important affair, but 'divers meHages are here carried 
beiwevn (hum, by Hatach, whom the king had appointed to attend her, 
and, itleemi», lie was one fhe could confide in. 

I. She Tent to Mordecai to know more particularly and fully what the 
trouble was, which he was now lamenting, [«r. 5.) and why it was that 
he would ihm put ofFliin tackdoth. To enquire thus alter news, that we 
may know ih<; better how to direct our griefs and joys, our prayers and 
pvaile, well becomes nil that love Sion. If wemuftweep with them that 
weep, we mull know why they weep. 

{•>.} Mordecai lent her an authentic account of the whole matter, with 
• a charge to her to intercede with the king in this matter. Mordecai told 
him all that had happened unto him, ver. 7. what a pique Haman had againlt 
him for not bowing to him, and by what arts he had procured- thfe »di&. 
he rent her oJl : »a inie r.:>ry of the e'dict, that flic might fee what imminent 
- danger (he and her people Were in ; and charged her if the had any refpuf t 
Infirm, or any kimlnci* foe the .fewi Hi nation, that fhe fhould appear now 
on their behalf, rectify the mir-inl"..rn>ations with which the king wasiui- 
pofrd u;*on, and ftt the /natter hi a true Pghf, no( doubting but that then 
he w >uld vacate lhe decree. 

Jj. She lent her cafe to Mordcca', that file could not without peril of her 
lilr nddieis tile knisT, and therefore be put a great hardfhip upon her, in 
urging hrr to it ; g'adly w'.uld fhe wait, gladly would fhe ftoop to do the 
.lews a kintluefs, but if"flie mufl inn the. hazard of being put to death as a 
mak-fadt :r, die might well fay, / pray thee have me excufed, and find out 
tome other inteicellbr. (1.) The law was esprefs, all knew it ; that who- 
mever comes to the king uncalled, fhould be put to death, nnlefs he was 
pleafeil to holdout the golden fceptre to than, and it was ten to one whether 
the fhuuld find him in Yo good a humour, wr. 1 1 . This law was made not 
fo much in prudence, for the greater fa fety of the king's perfon, as in pride, 
that being leldoiu feen, and not without great difficulty, he might be 
adored as a little god.. A foolifii law it was, for, (l.) It made the kings 
themlel yes unhappy, confining them to their retirements for fear they fhould 
be feen. This made the royal palace little better than a royal pn'fon, and 
the kings themfelyea could not but become morofe, and perhaps melancholy, 
and fo a terror to others, and a burden to themfelves. Many have their 
lives made miferable by their own haughtinefs and ill-nature. (2.) It was 




to the footflool of his throue of grace we may at any time come baldly, and 
may be fure of an anfwer of peace to the prayer of faith. We are welcome 
not only into the inner court, but even into the holicft, through the blood 
of Jefua. (3.) It was part ictthuly very uneomfoi table for their wives, 
that there was not a provifo in the law to accept them, who were hone of 
their l'o»e, amlfoyb of their fyb : Rut perhaps ir was wickedly intended as 
n.uchagainfl t hem as any other, that the king* might the more freely enjoy 
their concubines, and Either knew it. Miferable was the kingdom, when 
the princes fr:tm< d their laws t-> fe:ve their lulls. 

(2.) Her cafe was at pre fen t very difcouraging 3 Providence fb ordered 
it, thatjult at thi- juncture ihevva.s under a cloud, and the king's afFeclions 
c ohd toward-, her, for the had been kept from his prefencc thirty days-, that 
hcrfaithand courage might he the more tried, and that God's goodnefs in 
the favour the now foun.l with the king n-twith minding might thine the 
brighter. It is likely I Ismail', as he endeavoured by wine, fo alfo by wo- 
men, to divert the king from thinkiug of what he had done, and then 
Kfther was negieeledj from whom no doubt he did what he could to ali- 
enate the king, knowing her to be his back Itiend. 

4. Mordecai ftiii in lilted upon it, that whatever hazard fhe run flic mufl 
apply herfelf to the king in this great affair, njer. 13, No excufe will 
ierve, but fhe mult appear an advocate in this caufe ; he luggefls to her, 

(I.) Thai it wa.-. her own caufe, for the decree to def tray all the Jezvs, 
did not except her: Think not therefore that thou Jbalt efcape in the king's 
houfe, that the palace will he thy protection, and the crown fave thy head : 
No, thou art a .Jew, and if the reft be cut off, thou wilt be cut off too. 
It wai certainly her wifdom rather to expofe herfelf to a conditional death 
from her huiband, than to a certain death from her enemy. 

(2.) That it was a caufe which one way or other would certainly be car- 
ried, and which therefore lhc might fafely venture in. If thou fhouldeft 
djcline the fervice, enlargement and deliverance 'xill arife to the Jezvs from 
another place. This was the language of a ftrong faith, which ftaggercdnot 
at the promife when the danger was mott threatening, but againft hope be- 
lieved in hope. Inftrumcnts may fail, but God's covenant will not. 

(3.) That if lhe deferred her friends now through cowardice, andunbe- 
lit f, flic would have reafcm to fear, that fome judgment from heaven would 
be the "tun of her and her family ; Thou and thy father's houfe Jball be dc- 
ftroyed, when the reft of the families of the Jews. Ihall be preferved. He 
that by finful ihifts will fave his life, and cannot find in his heart to truft 
God with it in the way, of dnty, Ihall lofeit in the way of tin. 

(4.) That the divine Prov : dence had an eye to this, in bringing her to 
be queen ; Who Lnozi't whether thou art come to the kingdom for fuch a time as 
this ? And thetcfore, (1.) Thou art bound in gratitude to do this fervice 
lor God and his church, elfe thou dofl not anfwer the end of thine eleva- 
tion. (2 } Thou needcrt not fear rnifcairying in the enterprifej if. God 
defigned thee forir, he will bear thee out, and give thee fuccels. Now, 
1. )t appeared by the event, that fhe did come to the kingdom that (he 
might be an inllrument of the Jews' deliverance, fo that Mordecai was right 
in the conjecture} Uecanfe the Lord loved his people, therefore he made Either 
queen. There is a wife counfeland drlign in all the providences of God, 



which is unknown to us till it is accompli fhe J, but it will prove in the 
illue, that they are all intended for, and center in the good of the church. 
2. The probability of this was a good reaJbn why fhe fhould now beflir 
herfelf, and do her utmoll for her people. W'c fhould every one of us Con- 
iider for what end God has put us in the place where we are, and fludy to 
anfwer that end ; and when any particular opportunity of ferving God and 
our generations offers ufelf, we muft take care we do not let it flip, for wc 
were hit rufied with it, that we might improve it. 

Thefe things Mordecai urgeth to Kfther, and fome of the Jew if h writers 
who are fruitful in invention, and another thing which had happened to him, 
(ver. 7.) which he defired file might be told j that going home the night 
before in great hcavinefs upon the notice of Hainan's plot, he met three 
Jewifh children coming from fehool, whom he examined what they had 
learned that day, one of them told him his lelfon was, Prov. iii. 25, 26'. 
Be not afraid of fudden fear. The fecond told him his was, Ifa. viii. 10. 
Take couufel together, and it Jball come to nought. The third told him his was, 
Ifa. xlvi. -i. / have made, and will bear, even I will carry and will deliver 
you. O the goodnefs of God, laith Mordecai, who out of the mouth of 
babes and luck lings ordains Hrength ! 

5. Kfther hereupon refolves, whatever it coft her, to apply herfelf to 
the king, but not till fhe and her friends had ilrft applied themfelves to 
God: Let them firft by falling and prater obtain God's favour, and then 
flie Ihould hope to find favour with the king, ver. 15, lO. She fpeak^ 
here, 

1. With the piety and devotion that became an Ifraelite ; flic had her 
eye up unto God, in whofe hand the hearts of kings arc, and on whom lhe 
depended, to incline the king's heart towards her. She went in peril of 
her life, but would Lb ink herfelf fafe, and would be eafy when ihe had 
committed the keeping of her 'bul to God, and had put herfelf under his 
protection. She believed God's favour was to be obtained by prayer, that 
his people are a praying people, and he a prayer-hearing God. She knew 
it was the practice of good people, in extr.fordina-y cafes, to join fatting 
with p:ayer, and many of them to join together in falling and prayer. She • 
therefore, (I.) Defired that Alordecai would direct the Jews that were in 
Shulhan, to fanelify afajl, and call a folemn ajj'emhly, to meet in the refpec- 
tivu fynagogues to which they belonged,, and to pray for her, and to keep 
a folemn fait, abftaining from all fet meals and all pieafant food for three 
days, and as much as poffible from all food, in token of their humiliation 
for fin, and in afenfe of their unworthinefsof God's mercy, Thofe know 
not how to value the divine favours, who grudge thus much labour, and 
felf-dcnial in the purfuit of it. (2.) She promifed that me and her family 
would fanelify this fall in the apartment of her palace, for fhe might not 
come to their nnernblics ; her maids were either Jews, or fo far proleiytes, 
that they joined with her in her fading and praying : Here is a good ex- 
ample of her mi lire fs praying with her maids, and it is worthy to be imi- 
tated. Obfervealfo, That thofe who are confined to privacy, may join 
their prayers with thofe of the folemn aifemblies of God's people? they 
that are abfent in the body may be prefent in Spirit. And that thofe who 
defire, and have the prayers of others for them, mufl not think that that 
will excufe them from praying for themfelves. 

2. With the courage and refolution that became a queen. When we 
have fought God in this matter, / -xill go in unto the king to intercede for 
my people ; / know it is not according to tlie king's law, but it is according to 
God's law; and there! ore whatever comes of it, I will venture, and not 
count my life dear to me, fo that I may ferve God and his chuich, and if 
I pcrifb, I jperijb, I cannot lofe my life in a better caufe. Better do my 
duty, and die for my people, than baulk my duty, and die with them; 
fhe reafons as the lepers, 2 Kings vii. 4. If I fit jlill, I die-, if I venture 
I may live, and be the life of my people ; if the worft come to the worft 
(as we fay) I Jball but die. Nothing venture, nothing win. She laid not 
this in defpair or pafBon, but in a holy refolution to do her duty, and 
truft God with the illue, welcome his holy will. In the apocryphal part 
of this book, chap* xiii. and xiv. we have Mordecai's prayer and £fther's 
upon this occaflon, and both of them very particular and pertinent. In 
the fequeloi the ilory we Ihall find, that God faid not to this leed of 
Jacob , Seek ye me in vain. 



CHAP. V. 

The laft news ive lad of Irlanam left him in his cups, chap. iii. J5. 
Our lujl news of queen Ejlbcr, left her in tears, Jaflinsr and pray- 
ing. Noxu this chapter bring in, (I.) Kfther in her joys ; J mi led 
upon by the k'uig, and honoured with bis company at her banquet of 
<zuinc, ver. 1 — S. (2.) Haman upon the fret, becaufe he bad not 
Mordecai s cup and knee, and with great indignation Jetting up a 
gallows for bint, ver. y — 14. Thus they that fow in (ears flail 
reap in joy, but the triumphing of the wicked is fhort. 
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OW it came to pais on the third day, that 
Either put on her royal apparel, and itood in 
the inner court of the king's hottlc, over againlr the 
king's houie: and the king iat upon his royal throne in 
the royal hotile, over againit the gate of the houie. x>. 
And it was lb, when the king law Either the queen 
Itanding in the court, that lhe ohtained favour in his 
light ; and the king held out to Either tiie golden icep- 
ter that mas in his hand: lb Either drew near, and 
touched the top of the fceptre. tf. Then (aid the king 
unto Iter, What wilt thou, -queen Either ? and what is 
thy requelt ? it Ihall he even given thee, to the half of 
the kingdom. 4. And Either an! we red, It ttj can good 
unto the king, let the king and Hainan cohie this day 
unto the banquet that I have prepared for him. 5. 
Then the king laid, Caufe Hainan to make haite, that 
he may do as Either hath laid : fo the king and Hainan 
came to the banquet that Either had prepared. 0. 
And thelcing laid unto Either at the banquet of wine, 
What is thy petition ? and it ihall be granted thee: and 
what is thy requelt? even to the half of the kingdom 
it ihall be performed. 7. Then anfwered Either, and 
laid, My petition and my requelt w; 8. If I have 
found favour in the light .of the king, and if it pleafe 
the king to grant my petition, and to perform my re- 
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queft, let the king and Haitian come to the banquet 
that I ihall prepare for them* and I will do to-in ar- 
row a.s the king- hath laid. 

Here is, 1. Eflher's bold approach to the king, ver. I. When the time 
appointed for their Tall was nnillied, me loft no time, bur or. the third day, 
when the impreffions of lier devotions were freih upon het lj»irit, fhe ad- 
drefled to the king. When the heart is enlarged in communion with God, 
it will be emboldened in doing and Coffering for him. Some think the 
three days faft, was only one day, and two whole nights, in all which time 
they did not take any food at all, and this is called three days, as Chrift's 
lying in the grave fo long is. This favours that txnofilion, that on the 
third day the queen made her appearance at court. Refoiutions that have 
difficulties and dangers to break through, iliould be pnrfued without delay, 
left they cool and fiacken : What thou dofl, which. mult be done boldly, do 
it quickly. Now flie put on her royal apparel, that flie might the better re- 
commend herfelf to the king, and laid afide her fall-day clothes. She put 
on her fine clothes, not to pleafe herfelf but her hulband ; in her prayer, 
as we find it in the Apocrypha, EJlher xiv. lb\ the thus appeals to God, 
Thou knoweft , Lord, I abhor the fign of my high eft.ite, which is upon my head, 
in the days wherein Ijbe-x nxyfelf &c. Whence let thofe whofe rank obligeth 
them Wwear rich clothes, learn to be dead to them, and not make them 
their adorning. She ftood in the inner court ever againft the Bug, expecting 
her doom between hope and fear. 

2. The favourable reception which the king gave her. When he/aw her, 
flic obtained favour in frit fight. The apocryphal author and Jofepnus fay, 
that fhe took two maids with her, on one flie leaned, and the other bore 
up her train ; that her countenance was cheariuland very amiable, but her 
heart was in anguifh ; that the king lifting up his countenance that flione 
with majefty, at firft looked very fiercely upon her; whereupon flie grew 
pale and fainted, and bowed herfelf on the head of the maid that went by 
her: buttheti God changed the fpiritofthe king, and in a fear he leaped 
from his throne, took" her in his arms till fhe came to herfelf, and com- 
forted her with loving words : here we are only told, . 

1. That he protected her from .the law, and a flu red her of fafrty, by 
ftolditisr out to her the golden fcepter* ver. 2. which flie thankfully touched the 
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life. " 

2. That he encouraged her addrefs, ver. 3. What tcilt thou, queen Bfthcr, 
and xa/sat is thy requeft? So far was he from counting her an offender, that 
hefeemed glad to fee her, and defirous to 'oblige her. He that had di- ' 
vorccd one wife for not coining when flie was feat for, would itotbefeverc 
to another for coming when flie was not feat for. God can turn the hearts 
of men, of great inert, of thofe that act nioft abitrarily, which way he 
pleafeth towards ub. Either feared fhe mould penfh, hut is promifed ihe- 
ihall have what fhe afks for, though it were the half of the kingdom. Note, 
God in his providence often prevents the fears, and outdoes the hopes of 
its people, efpecially when they venture in his caufc. Let us from this 
Hory infer, as our Saviour doth from the parable of the unjufl judge, an 
•encouragement to pray alivays to our God, and notfabti, Lukexviii. 6, 7, 
8. Hear what this haughty king faith, What is thy petition, and -xheil is thy 
requeft, itjball be granted thee ; and fay, JbaU not God hear and anfwer the 
prayers of his own elccJ, that cry day and night to' Jam? Efther came to a 
proud imperious man, we come to the God of love and grace : She was not 
called; we are ; the Spirit faith come, and the bride faith come. She had 
a law againft her, we have a romife, many a protnife, in favour, of us, 
AJkand itjball be given you. She had no riend to introduce her, or irfter- . 
cede for her ; but on the contrary, he that, was then the king's favourite, 
•was her enemy. But we have an advocate with the Father, in whom he. 
5s well pleafed, Let us therefore conu baldly .to the throve of grace. 

3. That all the requeft ihe had to make to him at this time was, that he 
would pleafe to come to a banquet which ihe had prepared for him, and 
bring Hainan along with hiin, ver, 4, 5. Hereby (1 .) iSbe would intimate 
to him how much Ihe valued his favour and. company. Whatever Ihe had 
to a Ik, that fhe deiired above any thing, and would purchale at any rate. 
<2.) She would try how he ftood affected to her, if he fhould refufe this, 
it would he to no purpofc a.s yet to prefent her other requeft. (3.) She 
would endeavour to briug him into a ploafant humour, and foften his fjtfrit, 
that he might with the more teudernefs receive the impreflions of the com- 
plaint fhe had to make to him. (4.) She would oblige him, by making 
court to Hainan his fawjurite, and inviting him to come, whole company 
Ihe knew he loved, anoVjyhom *he defired to have prefent when fhe made 
her complaint, for flie wMdJay nothing of him, but what ihe durft fay 
to his face. (5.\ She hoped" at the banquet of wine to have a fairer and 
more favourable opportunity of prefenting her petition. Wifdom is pro- 
fitable, to direct how to manage forne men that are hard to deal with, 
and to take by the right handle. 

4. That he readily came, and ordered Hainan to come along with him, 
vrr. 5. which was an indication of the kindnefs he ftill retained for her; if: 
he really defigned the deftruclion of her and her people, he would not have ' 
accepted of her banquet. There he renewed his kind enquiry, What is 
thy petition? and his generous protnife, that it fhould be granted, even to 
the half of the kingdom, ver. 6, a proverbial expreffion, by which he allured 
her, that he would deny her nothing in .reafon. Herod ufed it, Mark 

yi» 23. 

5. That then Efther thought fit. to afk no more, but a protnife that he 
•would pleafe fo accept of another treat, the next day in herapartment, and 
Haman with him, ver, 7, 8. intimating to him, that then fhe would let 
him know what, her bufmefs was. This adjourning of the. main petition, 
may be attributed, fl.J To Eflher's prudence j by this means flie hoped 
jet further to win uj on him, and ingratiate herfelf with him. Perhaps 
her heart failed her now, when flie was going to make her requeft, and 
Ihe deiired to take forae further time for prayer, that God would give her 
a mouth and wifdom. The putti ng it off thus, it is likely, fhe ; new would 
be well taken as an exprefiion o the great reverence fhe had for the kin£, 
and her iothnels to be top prefling upon him. "What is haftily afked, is 
many times as haftily denied, but what is afked with a paufe, delerves to 
be confidered. (2.) To God's providence, putting it into Efther's heart to 
delay her petition a day longer, flie knew not why, but God did, that 
what was to happen in the intervening night betwixt that and to-morrow, 
might further her deftgn, and make way for her fuccefs ; that Haman might 
arrive to the«higheft pitch of malice againft Mordecai, and might begin to 
fall before him. The Jews perhaps blamed Efther as dilatory, ■ndfotne of 
them began to fufpect: her fincerity, or at lea ft her zeal, but the event 
proved their jealoufy, and all was for the heft. 

" '.V - - * ■• 

: 9. 5f Then. went Haman forth that day, joyful* and 
•with a glad heart ; but when Haman Taw Mordecai in 
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the king's gate, that heftGodnot up, nor moved, for 
him, he was full of indignation again it Mordecai . 
10. Nevert heiei.V Ham an refrained himlelf, and when 
lie came home, he fent and called for his friends, and 
Zeretti his wife. IX. And Haman told them of the 
glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, 
and all the thing* wherein the king had promoted him, 
and how lie had advanced him above the princes and 
fervants of the king. 1*2. Hainan laid moreover, Yea 
Either the queen did let no man come in with the 
king unto the banquet that ihe had prepared, but 
myielf; and to-morrow am I invited unto her alio 
with the king. IS. Yet all this availeth me nothing, 
fo long.as I lee Mordecai the Jew fitting at the king's 
gate. 14. % Then laid Zereih his wife, and ail his 
friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty cu- 
bits high, and to-morrow fpeak thou unto the king, 
that Mordecai may he hanged thereon: then go thou 

' And the 
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wittu j.vj.ui ucvai iilcl)' xmu^^ii Liicicuii. tucii 

in merrily with the king into the banquet. And t 
thing pleafed Hainan, and he cauied the gallows. 



This account here given of Haman,' is a comment upon that ftf Solomon, 
Prov. xxi. 24. Proud and haughty for ner is hit mime that dcesls in proud wrath j 
never did any man more an liver that name than Haman here, in whom 
pride and wrath have fo much the afcendant. See him, 

J. Pufrld up wiih the honour of being invited to Ellher's lea ft. He was 
Joyful and ghzd, of heart ar ,ir. zyr. g. Obferve with what a grea: guft 
he fpewks of. it, tvr. 12. how he values hirufelf upon it. and how near hfe 
thinks ir bring* him to the perfection cf filiui'y, that Either the queen did 
let no man c:mie with thek'iug to lite banquet, hut Ills mighty fclf, and he 
thought'it was hcca.ule Ihe was exceedingly charmed with his converiafion, 
that the next, day fhe lud invited him u J fb to coxne with the king; none 
fo lit as he to bear the king company. Note, Sell -admirers and leif-flat- 
tercrs are really tidf-dec^ivcrs. Human pltiaftd himfeif with the fancy, that 
the queen by this repented iuvitat'on dcligued to honour him, whereas ftitf 
really defigned to ace tile him, and in calling him t • the banquet, did buc 
call him to the bar. What mng»i fyi /g glaif'-s do pr ml nu n look at theic 
faces in ! And ln.w doth the pri c of their heart deceive them ! Obad. 3. 

2. Vexing and fretting at tiie Higl-t that Mordecai put upon him, and 
thereby made uucafy tohimfell, and to all about him. (1.) Mordecai was 
as flitF as ever, he food not up, nor moved for him, ver. Q. "What lie did wa<? 
from a principle of conic ten cc, and therefore he ftuck to it, and would not 
cringe to Haman, no not when he had reafon to fear him, and Efther her- 
felf complimented him. He knew G'jd could and' would deliver him and 
his people from the rage of Hainan^ without any fuch mean and fheaking 
expedients to mollify him. They that walk in a holy fincerity, may walk, 
in a holy fecurtty^ and go on in their work, not feai'.ing what man can do 
iinto them. He that walks uprightly, ivalks furcly. (2.) Haman can as ill 
bear it as ever j nay,, the higher he Ts lifted up, the more impatient ij he 
of contompt, and the more enraged at it. (1 It makeV h is own Ipin't rcft- 
lels, and put him into a grievous tofsj lie was full of indignation, ver. 9. 
and yet refrained himfeif ver. 10. Gladly would he have drawn hts fword, 
.and run Mordecai through for affronting him thus, but he hoped fhortly.to 
fee him fall with all the Jews, and therefore with much ado prevailed with 
himfeif to forbear llahbing him. What a llruggle had he in his own bolbm 
between his anger, which required Mordccai*s death immediately ; Q that 
I had of his fefh, Icannotbefatisfifd! Job xxxi. 31. and his malice, which 
had determined him to wait 'for Ihe general maflacre." Thus thorns ana 
fiares are in the may of the frotsard. (2.) It made all his enjoyments fap- 
lefs ; this little affront he received from Mordecai, was the dead ily which 
fpoiled all his pot of precious ointment ; he owned it himfeif in the pre- 
fence of his wife and his friends, to the everhifting reproach of a proud and 
difcontemed mind, that he had no comfort in his eftate, j re ferment and fa- 
mily, a.s long as Mordecai lived, and had a place/// tAc hi fig ° s gate, ver. 10. 
Jl, 13. He took notice of his own riches and honours, rhenumeroufne/s 
of bis family, and the high poftN to which he w.n advanced, that he was 
the darling of the prince, ar.d the id.?l of the court, and yet all this avails 
hint nothing y as long as Moideeai is unhanged. Thofe that are difpofed to 
be uncafy, will never want i'lmothing or other to be uncafy at ; and proud 
men, though they have much to their mind, if they have not all to their 
mind, it is as nothing to. them. The thouiandlh part of what-Hatnan had* 
would ferve u> make a humble modeft man as much of happineCs as he ex- 
peels from this world, and yet Haman complains as palliona'.e!y as if he had 
been funk into the "Jo welt degree of poverty and difgrace. 

3. Meditating revenge, and a Hi (led therein by tii.s wife and his friends, 
*x/«*r. 14. They law how g'adly he would difpe^nfe with itis own refolution, 
of deferring the flanghtcr till the time determined by the lot, and' therefore 
advifed him to take an earm-ft and foretaftt- of tile fatiafaclion he rhen ex-, 
pedlcd in the fpeedy cxtcuiicm of Mordecai ; let him have that to Uay his 
ftomach : And having, as he thought, mnde fureof the defiruclion of all 
the Jews, at the time appointed, he will not think from for the prefent 
to lay hands on Moideeai alone. (1.) For the pleating of his fancy, they 
advife him to get a galloixjs ready, and have it fet up before his own door ; 
that as foon as ever he could get the warrant figned, there might be no 
delay of the execution, he need hot fo much as to day the making of the 
gallows. This is very agreeable to Haman, who has the gallows up pre- 
lcntly, it muft he fifty cubits high, or as near that as might be for the 
greater difgrace of Morclecai, and to make him a fpeftaclc to every one that 
palled by ; and it muft be before Hainan's door, that all men might take 
notice it was to ihe idol" of his revenge that Mordecai was lacrlficed, and 
that he might feed his eyes with the fight. (2.) For" the gaining of his 
point, they advife him to go early in the morning to the king, and ger an* 
order irom him for the hanging of Mordecai, which they doubted not would 
be readily granted to one that was fo much the king's favourite, and who 
had f6e3u*ly obtained an edic\ for the deftruction of ihe whole nation of .the 
Jews j there needed ho feigned fuggeftion, it was* enough if he l^t the king 
know, that Mbrdecai, in contempt of the king's command, 'rein fed to re- 
verence bim. And. now we leave Haman to go to bed, -pleafed with the 
thoughts of feeing Mordecai hanged .the next day, and then going merrily 
to. the banquet, and h-Jt dreaming of haiidfelling his own gallows, 
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Ifis^&'veiy furpriftng fceneihat open's in this chapter : Hainan, *vhii% 
be hoped to be Mordecai s jvdge, was made. bis page, to his great 
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cnnfafiaa and marlijhalinn ; and thus teav "Mas made for tbe defeat 
of Hainan s. phi, and the deliverance 'of the Jews. (1.) Tbc pro- 
vidence of God recommends Mordecai in the itigki to the king's fa- 
VWy ver, 1 — 3. {2.1 llamatt -who came to incevje the king againft 
bim % is employed as an iitjlrununt of the king's favour to bim, 
ver. 4—11. From this bis friends read bim bis doom, which 

is executed in the next chapter, ver. 1*, 13, 14*. And now ft ap- 
pears* that Either' s hitercejjhn for her people was happily ad- 
jottrjiedy Dc die in diem. 



N that night could , not the king fleep, and he 
commanded to bring the book of records of 
the chronicles: and they were read before the king. 
2. And it was found written, that Mordecai had told 
of Bigthana and Tereih, two of the king's chamber- 
lains, the keepers of the door, who fought to lay hand 
oil the king Ahaluerus. 3. And the king laid, What 
honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for 
this ? Then laid the kings fervants that miniftered 
unto him, There is nothing done for him. 

■ . How Satan put it into the heart of Human to contrive Mordecai*s death, 
we read fn tlie foregoing chapter; how God put it into the heart of the 
Icing to contrive Murdecai's honour, we are here told; now if the king's 
word will prevail above Hainan's, for though Hamas be a great man, tbe 
king on the- «hr>nc mull be above him j much more will the counfel of God 
ftaud, m baievur devices there arc in mens hearts ; it is to no purpofe therefore 
lor Hainan to opp.ife it, when both God and the king will have Mordecai 
honoured « and that in this juncture, when his preferment, and Hainan's 
difrjipoinrment, w.>u!d help to ripen Lhe great affair 6Y the Jews' deli- 
verance for the effort that Either was to fnake towards it the next day. 
Sometimes delay may prove to have been good conduct: Stay awhile, and 
we nuy have done the f -oner ; Cundando reftituit rem. Let us trace the 
itcps which Providence took towards the advancement of Mordecai. 

1 . On that night could not the king Jleep. H'xsJleepjUd away , fo the word 
is, and perhaps 1 k.* a Ihndow, the more carefully he purified it, the farther 
it wen; fr. m bun. Sonic-times we cannot deep, becaufe we fain would fleep. 

.Kven alter a banquet of wine he culd not Hec;i, when Providence had a 
^ defign to fervc in keipiug him waking. We read of no bodily indifpoli- 
tion he was under thai might break his fleep, but God ivhajc gift Jleep is, 
withheld it fiom him. Tbofc that are never lb mu :h relolved to caft away 
care, cannot always do it, they rind it in their pillows when they neither 
expect nor welcome it. He that commanded one hundred tweuty-feven 
provinces could not command one hour's lleep. Perhaps the charms of 
Esther's conversation the day before, gave nccation to his heart to reproach 
himfor neglecting her, and banifliing her hi* prefence, though fhe was the 
wife of his bofom, for above thirty days, and that might keep him waking, 
An offended conference can find a time to fpeak when it will be heard. 

2. When he could not flcepi he called to have the book of records, the 
journals of his reign, read to him, ver. 1. Surely he did not defign that 
fltould lull him afleep, it would rather fill his head with cares, and drive 
away fleep : but God put it into his heart to call for them, rather than for 
muttcorfongs, which tbePerfian kings ufed to be attended with, Dan. vi. 
3 8. and which would have been more likely to compofe him to retf. When 
men do that which is unaccountable, we know not what God intends by it. 
Perhaps he would have this book of bufinefs read^o him, that he might 
improve time, and be laying ibme ufeful projects. ^ Had it been king Da- 
vid's cafe, he would have found fome other entertainment for his thoughts 

•when he could not fleep, he would have remembered God, and meditated 
upon him, Pfal, Ixiii. 6. and if he wm!d have had any book read to him, 
it fliould have been his l^ble, for in that taw did he meditate day and night. 

3. The fervant that, read to him, either lighted firll on that article which 
concerned Mordecai, or reading l<»ng ranie to it at length. Among other 
things it was found wiitten, that Mordcca: had discovered a plot againft 
the life of the king, which prevented the execution of it, wr. 2. Morde- 
cai was nor in fucTi favour at court, that tbe render fliould defign edly pitch 
upon that p a e, but Pr. vidence direrhd hini to it ; nay, if we may believe 
the Jews' tradition (as Bifho,> Patrick relates it) opening the book at this 
place, he tin ned over the lemrs an d would have lead another part of the 
book, hut the leaves fl .vv ha- k again to the lame place where he opened it, 
lb that lie was fortes iv read ihar paragraph. How Mordecai's good fer- 
vice wa.; recorded, we read c/.ap. ii. 23. and here it is found upon record. 

4. The king inquired what 'umvur and dignity h,id been done to Mordecai 
for this, l'utpcrting that t!:is good tirvice had" gone -unrewarded, and like 
Phamoh's ljutler, he remembers il j«s his fault this day, Gen. xli. Q. Note, 
The law of gratitude is a law of nature ; we ought particularly to be grate- . 
ful to our inferiors, ;«nd not to think all their fervices due debts to us, but 
that they make us indebted to them. Two rules of gratitude may be ga- 
thered from the king's in«p«i«y here, (l.) Better honour than nothing: If 
we cannot, or need :ior, make a rcccmpenfe to thole who have been kind 
to us, yet let us'do them honour, by acknowledging kind nelfes, and own- 
ing our obligations to them. (2.) Better laic than never. If we have long 
neglccled «o make grateful returns for good ollices done us, let us at length 
bethink ourfelves of our debt*. " ' 

5. The fervants informed him, that nothi.ig had been done to Mordecai 
for that eminent fervice ; in tlie king's gate he fat before, and there be ftill 
fat. Note, {j .) It is common for great men to take little notice of their in- 
feriors. The king knew not whether Mordecai was preferred or not, till his 
fervants informed him. 1 Ugh fpirits take a pride in being careleis.and un- 
concerned about thole that are below them, and ignorant of their ttate. 
The great God takes c >gni'/ance of the meanell of his fervants, knows what 
dignity is doner them, and what difgracr. (2.) Humility and modefty and 
fclf-denial, though in God's account they arc of great price, yet they com-. 

' monly baulk men's preferment in the World. Mordecai riieth no higher 
than the king's gate, while proud ambitious Hainan gets the king's ear and 
heart: but though (he afpiring rife fait, the humble Hand faft s honour 
makes proud men giddy, but upholds the humble in ffirit, Prov. xxix. 23, 
(3.) Honour and dignity is rated high in the king's books. He doth not 
alk what reward has been given to Mordecai? What money? Whatcflate? 
• but only what lion our ? A poor thing, and which if he had not wherewith 
to fupport it would be but a burden. (I.J The greatest merits, and the bell 
.fervices are often overlooked and go unrewarded among men: little honour ; 
is done to thole who belt deferve it, are fitted for it, and would do molt 
g.-od with it. See Eccl. ix. 14, 15, |(L ■ The acquifition of wealth and 
honour is ufuilly a perfect lottery, in which they that venture leaft, com- 
. monly carr}r orif tbe beft prize. Nay, (5.) Good fervices are foretimes fo 
. far from being a man's preferment, that they will not be his protection ; 



Mordecai is at this time by the king's edict doomed to deflruclion, wtlh all 
the Jews', though it is owned he defer ved dignity. Thofe that faith fully 
ferve God need not fear being thus ill paid. 

4. % And the king faid, Who is in the court? (now 
Hainan was come into the outward court of the king's 
houle, to ipcak unto the king to hang Mordecai on 
the gallows that he had prepared tor him.) 5. And 
the king's i'ervants laid unto him, Behold, Hainan 
flandeth in the court. And the king fa id, Let him 
come in. 6. So Hainan came in : and the king laid 
unto hkn, What ihall be done unto the man whom the 
king delighteth to honour? (Now Hainan thought in 
his heart, To whom would the king delight to do 
honour, more than to myfeif ? 7. And Hainan an- 
lwered the king, For the man whom the king deiight- 
eth to honour, " b. Let the royal apparel be brought 
which the king ufcth to wear, and the horfe that the 
king rideth upon: and the crown royal which is let 
upon his head : 9. Arid let this apparel and horfe b6 
delivered to the hand of one of the king's riioft noble 
princes, that they may array the man xvithal whom the 
kingdelighteth to honour, and bring him on horfeback 
through the ib-'eets of the city, and proclaim before 
him, Thus iliali it be done to the man whom the king 
delighteth to honour . lo. T hen the king laid to Ha- 
inan, Make haite, and take the apparel, and the horle. 



* 4* 



fpoken.* 21. Then took Hainan the 
apparel, and the horfe, and arrayed Mordecai, and 
brought him on horfe back through the ftreet of the 
city, and proclaimed before him. Thus ihall it be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

It is now morning $ and people begin to llir- 

1. Hainan is io impatient to get Mordecai hanged, that he comes early 
to court, to be ready at the king's levee, before any other bufinefs waa. 
^brought before him, to get a warrantibr his execution, [ver. 4.) which he 
'doubts not to have at the firll word; The king would gratify liirn in a 
greater thing than that; and he could teli the king that he wa§ fo confident 
of the juftice of his requeft, and the king's favour to him in it, that he had 
got the gallows ready, one word from the king Wuuld complete his £itis« 
faction. 

2. The king is fo impatient to have Mordecai honoured, that he fends to 
know who was in the court that was 'fit- to be employed in it. Word is 
brought him that Haman is in the court; ver. 6. Let him come in, faith the 
king; the fitteft man to be made ufeof both indifcclingand difpenfing the 
king's favours ; and the king- knows nothing of any quarrel he had with 
Mordecai. Haman is brought in immediately proud of the honour done 
him, in being admitted into the king's bed-chamber, as it mould feem be- 
fore he was up j for let the king but give orders for the dignifying of Mor- 
.decai, and he will be eafy in his mind, and try to fleep. Now Haman 

thinks he has the faireft opportunity he could wifli for to folicit againft 
Mordecai } but the king's heart is as. full as his, and it is fit he mould fpeak 
lirft. 

$. The king alks Haman, how he fliould exprefs his favour to one whom 
he had marked for a favourite. Whatjball be done to the man whom the king 
delights to honour ? ver. 6". Note, It is a good property in kings and other 
Cuperiors, to delight in bellowing rewards, and not to delight in punifliing. 
Parents and matters fliould take a pleafure in commending and encouraging 
that which is good in (hole under their charge. 

4. Haman concludes he himfclf was the favourite intended, and there- 
fore prefcribes the highell inttanccs of honour that could for once be be- 
ftowed upon a fubject. His proud heart prefently fuggefted to -ahem would 
the king delight to do honour more than to himfelf ? None deferves it lb well 'as 1, 
thinks Human, nor ftands fo fair for it. See how men's pride deceives them. 
(1.) Haman had a better opinion of his merits than there wnscaufe for. He 
thought none fo worthy of honour as himfelf: it is a fooliih thing for us 
thus to think ourfelves the only deferring perfons, or more deferring than 
any other. The deceitfulnefs of our own hearts appears in nothing fo much 
as in the good conceit we have of ourfelves and our own performances, 
ngainft which we fhould therefore conftantly watch and pray. (2.) He had 
a better opinion of bis interett than there was reafon for. He thought the 
king loved and valued nobody but himfclf, but was deceived. Others 1 
eftecm of us we fliould fufpectto be not fo great as it feems to be, or as wc 
are fometimes willing to believe it is, .that we may not think too well of 
ourfelves, nor place too much confidence in others. 

Now Hainan thinks he is carving out honours for himfclf, and therefore 
doth it very liberally, (ver. 8, Q.) Nay, he doth it prefumptuoufly, pre- 
fcribing honours too great to be conferred u p'on any fubject. That he mult 
be drefled in the royal robes, wear die royal crown* and ride the king's own 
horfe; in fhort, he mull appear* in all the pomp . and grandeur of the king 
himfelf, only he mutt not carry the fcepter, the emblem of power. He 
mutt be attended by one of the king's mofi noble princes j that mutt be his 
lackey, and all the people mutt be made to take notice of him and do him 
reverence, for he muft ride in ftate through the ftreets, and it muft.be pro- 
claimed before him for his honour, and the encouragement of all to feek the 
ruler's favour, Thusjbatl it he done to the man whom the king delights .to ho- 
nour: which had the lame intention with that which was proclaimed; before 
Jofeph, Bow the knee, for every good fubjecl will honour thofe whom. the 
king delights to honour j and Ihall not every good Christian then honour 
thofe whom the King of kings delights to honour, and call the faints which 
are on the earth , the excellent ones T 

5.. The -king confounds him with a positive c«L»r, that he lhould imme- 
diately go himfelf, and put all this honour upon Mordecai the Jew, *vcr. 10. 
if the king had but ihid, as 1 laman expected. Thou art the man, what a fair 
opportunity would ho have had to do the errand he came on, and to have 
deiired, that to grace the folemnity of his triumph, Mordecai, hisfworn 
enemy, might be hanged at the fame time ? but how he is thunderfiruck 
when the king bids him not order all this to be done, but to do it himfelf to 
Mordecai the Jew, the very roan he hate^ above all men, and whofe ruin he 
was now defign ing 1 Now it is to no purpofe to think of moving any thing 

to 
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to the king againfi Mordccni, when he U the man whom the khtg delights to 
honour. Solomon faith, the heart of the king is unjearchahte % Vrov* xxv* 3. 
but it is not unchangeable*. 

<J; Haman dnr**s not dilute, nor fo much as fcem to d: il : Ic e the king's 
order, but with the greateft regret and icludlancy iinagi rui Ult- bring* it to 
Mordecai, who I fuppofe did no more cringe to Waman now than lie had 
done, valuing his counterfeit rcfpc&s no n?orc than lie had valued hi* con- 



Haman in putting this buniuir upon iVl ordecai, or humble Mordecai in 
accepting itj the king will have it fo, and both niuft fubmit. Upon tins 
account it was agreeable to Mordecai, as it was an indication of the king's 
favour, and gave hope that Either would prevail for the reverting of the 
edict again ft the Jew*. 

12. % And Mordecai came again to the kind's gate: 
but Haman baited tohishoufe mourning and having 
his head covered. 13. And Haman told Zereih his 
wife and all his friends, every thing that had befallen 
him. Then laid his wife men,, and Zereih His wife 
unto him, if Mordecai be of the leed of the Jews, 
before whom thou haft begun to fall, thou ihalt not 
prevail againft him, but ihall fureiy fall before him. 
14. And while they were yet talking with him, came 
the king's chamberlains, and halted to bring Hainan 
unto the banquet that Either had prepared. 

We may here obferve, 

1. How little Mordecai was puffed up with his advancement. He came 
again to the king's gatc> ver. 12. he returned to his place and the duty of it 
immediately, and minded his bufinefs as c'.ofe as he had done before. 
Honour is well bellowed on thofe that are not made proud and idle by it, 
and will not think them f elves above their bufinefs. 

2. How much Haman was call down with his difappointment. He 
could not bear ir, to wait upon any man, eipeciulfy Mordecai, and at this 
time, when he hoped to have feen him hanged was enough to break fitch a 
proud heart as he had. He hajled to his houfe mourning and having his head 
covered, as one that looked upon himfelf funk, and in a manner condemned. 
What harm had it done him to ftoop thus to Mordecai ? Was he ever the 
worfe for it ? Was it not what he himfelf propofed to be done by one 
of the kings moji noble princes? Why then fhould he grudge to do it him- 
felf? But that will break a proud man's heart, which would not break a 



humble man's fleep 

3. How his doom was out of this event read him by his wife and 
his friends. If Mordecai be, as they fay he is, of the Jeed of the Jtius, 
before pehom thou haft begun to fall, though but in a point of honour, never 
expect, to prevail againft him, for thou Jhalt fureiy fall before him, ver. J 3. 
'Miferable comforters are they all j they do not advife him to repent, and 
afk Mordecai '» pardon for. his ill defign againft him, but foretel his deftiny 
as fatal and unavoidable. Two things they forefee, (l.) That Haman 
would be difappointed in his enterprife againft the Jews, thoufbalt notprc- 
vail to root out that people ; Heaven Dlainly fights againft thee. (2.) That 
he himfelf would be deftroyed, thou fb alt fureiy fall before him ; the conteft 
between Michael and the dragon will not be a drawn battle j no, Haman 
muft fab 1 before Mordecai. Two things they ground their prognoftications 
upon. (J.) This Mordecai is of the feed of the Jews; feeble Jews, their ene- 
mies fometimes called* them, but formidable Jews they fometimes found 
them. They area holy feed, a praying feed, in covenant with God. and 
a feed that the Lord hath all along blefled; and therefoie let not their enc- 
inies expect to triumph over them. (2.) That he bad begun to fall, and 
therefore he is certainly a gone man. It has been obferved of great court 
favourites that when once they have been frowned upon, they have fallen 
all before them, as faftas they rofej it i* true of the church's enemies. 
When God begins with them, he will nuke an end. As for God, his 
work is perfect. 

4. How feafonable he was now fent to the banquet that Either had 
prepared, ver. 14. He thought itfeafonablc, he hopes it would revive hi* 
drooping fpirits, and fave his linking honour. But really it was feafonable, 
"becaufehis fpirits being broke down by this fore d;fappoimment, he might 
the eaficrbe run down by Elmer's complaints againft him. The wifi 
of God is feen in timing the means of his church's deliverance, fo a 
jnanifeft his own glory. 



dom 
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fo? And Either faid, The adverfary and enemy is 
this wicked Hainan. Then Haman was afraid before 
the king and the queen. 

The king in humour, and Haman out of humour, meet at Elmer's ta* 
ble. Now here, 

1. The king urged Efihrra third time to tell him what her requeft was* 
for he longed t.» know, and repeats his promife, that it mould be granted, 
ver, 2. If tiiekin«r had now forgot that Efthef had an errand to him, and 
had not again alked what it was. lhe could fcarce have known how t * re* 
new it herfilfj but he was mindful of it, and "now was bound with the 
threefold cord of a promife thrice made to favour her. 

2. Efther at length furprifeth the king with a petition, not for waaltfr 
or honour, or the preferment of fome of her friends to fbme high poft, 
which the king expected, but for the prefervation of herfelf and hei coun- 
trymen from death and definition, ver. 3, 4. Even a ftranger, a crimi- 
nal, fhall be permitted to petition for his life. But that a friend, a wife, 
fhould have occafion to prefent fuch a petition was very affedling: let my 
life be given me at my petition, and my people at my requeft* Two things 
befpeak lives very precious, and lit to be faved, if innocent, at any eXpence. 
(l.) Majefty. if it be a crowned head that is ltruck at, it is time ro ftir* 
Efther's was fo : I*ct my life be given me j if thou haft any affection for 
the wife of thy bolbm, now U a time to fliew it, for that is the life that 
lies at ftake. (2) Multitude. If they be many lives, very many, and 
thofe no way forfeited, that he aimed at, no time fhould be loft, nor pains 
fpared to prevent mt (chief. It is not a friend or two, but my people* 
a whole nation, and a nation dear to me, fur the fav:ng of which 1 now 
intercede. * 1 

To move the king the more, lhe fuggefts, (I.) That lhe and her people 
were bought and fold. They had not fold themfelves by any offence 
againft the government, but were fold to gratify the pride and revenge of 
one man. (2.) That it was not their liberty only, but their lives that 
were fold. Had we been fold (faith lhe) into Uavery, I would not have 
complained, for in time we might have recovered our liberty, though the 
king would have made but an ill bargain of it, and not have increafed his 
wealth by our price. Whatever had been paid for us, trie lofsof fo many 
induftrious hands out of his kingdom would have been more damage to 
the trealury than the ,-rice would countervail. To perfecute good people is 
as impolitic as it is impious, and a manifeft wrong to the interefts of princes 
and ftaies ; they aie weakened and impoverifhed by it. But this was not 
the cafe. IVc are fold (faith lhej to be de/lroyrd, to be Jlain, and tit perijb, and 
then it is li.uc to fpeak.. She refer* to the words of the decree, chap, iii. 
13. which aimed :vt nothing thort of their deftrudti'on. This would touch 
in a tender part, if there were any fuch in the king's heart, and would 
bring him to relent. 

3- The king (lands amazed at the remonftrance, and afks, ver, 5. fVho 
ii he, where ir he, that durft prefume in Mi heart todofo? What, contrive 
the murder of the queen and all her friends ? Is there fuch a man ?-fuch a 
monfter rather in nature ? Who is he, and where is he, whofe heart has jZJlcd 
him to Oofo? Or, who hath filed his heart ? He admires, 1 . That any one 
fhould be fo bad as to think fuch a thing ; Satan certainly filled his heart* 
2. That any one fhould be fo bold as to do fuch a thing ; fhould have 
his heart fo fully fet in him to do wickedly ? fhould be lb very daring ? 
Note, I. It is hard to imagine there fhould be fuch horrid wickednefs 
commifted in the world as really there is. Who, where is he, that dares 
prefume to queftiou the being of God aud his providence, to banter his 
oracles, profane his name, perfecute his people, and yet bid defiance to 
his wrath. Such there are, to think of whom is enough to make horror 
take hold of us, Pfal. cxix. 53. 2. We fometimes ftartle at the mention 
of the evil, which yet we ourfelves are chargeable with. Ahaluerus is 
amazed at that wickednefs, which he himfelf was guilty of, for he con* 
fehted to that bloody edict againft the Jews. Thou art the man, might 
Efther too truly have faid. 

4. Either plainly charges Haman with it before his face: here he is, 
lethimfpeak for himfelf, for therefore he is invited. The adverfary and, 
enemy is thit wicked Hamuli ? wr. 6. It is he that has defigned our murder, 
and, which is wo'le, ha» bafely drawn the king to be purtieipis crimims t 
ignorantly agreeing to it. 

5. Haman is loon apprehenfivc of his danger. He was afraid before 
the king and the queen ; and it was time for him to fear, when the queen 
was his profecutor, the king his judge, aud his own confeience a witnefs 
againft him ; aud the furprifing operations of government againft him that 
fame morning could not but increafe his fear. Now he has little joy. of 
his being invited to the banquet of wine, but finds himfelf in ftraits when 
he thought himfelf in the fulnef of his fujficiency. He is (aft into a net by 
his own feet. 



CHAP. VII. 

Wc are nvw to attend the fecojid banquet to tobicb the ling and Ha- 
man were invited, and there, (1.) Efther prefent s ber petition to the 
Mng for ber life, and the life of ber people, ver. i— 4. (2.) She 
'plainly tells the king that Haman was the man who defigned ber 
ruin, and the ruin of all ber friends, ver. 5,6. (3.) The king 
jbereupan gave o?'dcrs for the banging of Haman upon the gallows 
that be bad prepared for Mordecai, lubteb iva* done accordingly, 
ver% 7 — io. and (bus, by the dejlru&ion of tbe plotter, a goodflep 
was taken towards the defeating of tbe plot, 

I.nQ the king and Haman came to banquet with 
O Either the queen. 2. And the king laid again 
unto Either, on the iecond day, at the banquet of wine, 
What is thy petition, queen Efther? and it fhall be 
performed, even to the half of the kingdom . 3. Then 
Either the queen anfwered and faid, If I have found 
favour in thy fight, O king, and if it pleafe the king, 
let my life be given at my petition, and my people at 
my requeft- 4. For we are fold. I and my people to 
be deftroyed, to be fiain, and to perifh : but, if we 
•had been ibid for bond-men and bond- women, I had 
held my tongue, although the enemy could not coun- 
tervail the king's damage . 5 . T hen the king Ahafuerus 
anfwered and. laid unto Efther thequeen, Who is he ? 
-and where is he that durit »refume in his heart to do 



7. fl" And the king arifing from the banquet of wine 
in his wrath, went into the palace-garden ; and Haman 
itood up^ to make requeft for hi* life to Efther the 
queen: for he law that there was evil determined 
againft him by the king. 8.. Then the king returned 
out of the palace-garden into the place of the banquet 
of wine \ and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon 
Efther was. Then faid the king, Will he force tiie 
queen alio before me in the honle? As the word went 
out of the king's mouth, they covered Hainan's face. 

9. And Harbonah one of the chamberlains, laid be- 
fore the king, Behold alio the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Hainan had made for Mordecai, who had 
fpoken good for the king, Itaudetii in the houfe of 
Haman. Then the king laid, Hang him thereon. 

10. So they hanged Haman on .the gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king^ 
wrath pacified. * 



Here, 1.- The king retires in anger. He rofe from, table in a great 
paflion, and went into the palace garden to cool 'himfelf, and to confidcr 
•what was to be done, ver. 7- He hsnt not for his feven wife counftllors which 
knew times, being alhamed t j confnlt with them about the updoing of that 
which he had ralJily done without their knowledge ot advice; but he went 
to walk' in ihe garden a while, to. compare inhis thought what Efther ha4* 
pow informed him of, with what formerly paired between him and Haman, 
And we may fuppole h,im, (l.) Vexed at himfelf that fee fliould he fuqb/a, 
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fool as to doom fuch a gmltlc-fs natron to durt ruction, and his own queen 
among the tcft, upon the halo fuggetVion cif a leif-feelcing man, without 
examining the iruth of Ins antjg.-i'ions. They that do things with a fclf- 
will, rrflect nj'on them afterwards with a C- If '-rep roach. 12.) Vexed at 
Him mi whom lie had laid in his hoforn, that he lhmild be fuch a villain as 
to abulc his intcretf :o him, to dr;uv him to eonfent to fo ill a thing. When 
In: law him f« If betrayed by one he had cnri-lIVd, he was lull of ind : gnation 
at him, yet would fay nothing, till he had tykcii time lor fecond thoughts, 
to fee- whether they would make the mutter better or worfe than it tirit ap- 
peared, that he m'glit proceed accordingly. When we are angry, wc 
mould paufe a while, before we come ro'nny reiblution, as thofe that have 
a nde over our oxcuf pit i/s, and are governed by reafon. 

2. Hainan becomes a humble petitioner to the queen for his life. He 
might eafiiy peiccive by the k'ng's hafty flying out of the room, that 
if/ere rcas evil determined againft hint. For the xvrut/i of a king, fuch a king 
tl as the rearing of (l /Jon, imd as mejfengers of death, and now lee, (1.) How 
mean Ha man funks when he ftands up at fir A , and then falls down at 
J'.dher's tbi-t, to beg Ihe would fave hisjifc and take all he had. They 
that are molt haughty, inlblcnt, and. imperious, when they are in power and 
profperity, are Commonly the tnofi abjedl and poor fpirited when the 
wheel turns upon them. Cowards, they fay, are mod cruel, and then con-f 
fctoulhefs of their cruel ry makes them the more cowardly. (2.) How great 
Efther looks, who of late had been neglected and doomed to the flaughter, 
tawjuamovu, now her fworn enemy owns that he lies at ber mercy, and 
begs his life at her band. Thus did God regard the lozv eftate of his hand- 
maiden, and fcattcr the proud in the imagination of tlteir hearts, Luke i. 48, 61. 
And compare with this that promife made to the Philadelphian church, 
Rev. iii. g. I will make them of the fynagogue of Satan to come and wrfbip before 
thy feet, and tokno-x that I have loved thee. The day is coming when thofe 
that hate and perfeCute God's cholen ones, would gladly be beholden to 
them; Give us of your oil. Father Abraham, fend Lazarus. The upright 

f ball ha ue. dominion in the morning. 

3. The king returns yet more exafperated againft Harnan. The more 
he thinks of him the worfe he thinks of him, and of what he had done. 
It was out lately, that eveiy thing Hainan faid and did, even that which 
was moft criminal, was taken and well conftrued to his advantage j now, 
on the eontraiy, what Haman d d, that was not only innocent but a fign of 
repentance, is "i : 1 taken, and wiihout colour of reafon conftrued to his d.t- 
advantage. lit? Ikv in terror at Kfther's feet to beg for his life. What? 
faith, the king, v:\U he force the queen alfo before me in the houje T Not that 
bethought he hud any fuch intention, but having been mufiog on Hainan's 
delign to flay the queen, and finding him in this pofturc, he takes beca- 
ii on from it thus to vent his paflion agamft Hainan, as a man that would 
not Ib'ck at the great etr. and mull impudent piece of wickednels. He dc- 
figned to fljiy the queen, and to flay her with me in the houfe? will he in like 
manner force her : Whatravilh her firft, and then murder her ? He that 
had a defign upon her life, may well be fufpetfled to have a defign upon 
Her chattily. 

4. Thofe about him were ready (o be the inftrameuts of his wrath. The 
Courtiers that adored Haman when he was the fifing fun, fet themfelvesas 
much again ft him now he is a falling (far, andare even glad of an occafioh 
to run htm down ; fo little fure can proud men be of the intereft they think 
they have. (I.) As foon as the king fpake an angry word they covered 
Hainan's face as a condemned man, not worthy any more either to fee the 
king, or to be feen by him ; 'they marked him for execution : thofe that 
are hanged commonly have their faces covered. See how ready the fer- 
vants were to take the firft hint of the king's mind in this matter. Turbo. 
Bemi fequitur fortunam ut femper & odit damnatos. If Haman be going 
down, they all cry, down with him. (2.) One of them that had been 
lately fent to Hainan's houfe to fetch him to the banquet, informed the 
king, of the gallows which Haman had prepared for Mordecai, ver. g. 
Now Mordccai is the favourite, the chamberlain applauds him, hafpoke 
goad for the king ; and Haman being in difgrace, every thing is taken notice 
of that might make againft. him, incenfe the king againft him, and fill up 

the meafure of hi» iniquity. 

5. The king- gives orders that he fliould b= hanged upon his own gal- 
lows, which was done accordingly, 'and he was not lb much as a Iked what 
he had to fay, why this judgment lKotild not be pafled upon him and exe- 
cution awarded. The fentence is fliort, hang him thereon, and the exe- 
cution fpeedy, fo they hanged Human ot: the gal laics, ver. lO. * See here, I. 
Pride brought down.* He that expected every one to do him reverence is 
now made an ignominious fpfftacle to the world, and himfelf facrificed to 
juftice, who dilila ned that kfs than a whole nation fliould be facrificed to 
iiis revenge. God refill* the pioud, and thofe whom lie refifts will find him 
irrtrhftible. 2. Peril-ciuion punifhed. Haman was upon many accounts a 
wicked man; but his enmity to Gnd's church was his moft provoking.crime ; 
and for that the God to whom vengeance belongs here reckons with him, 
and though his plot was defeated, gives him according to the ivickcdnefs of his 
endeavours, Pfal. xxviii. 4. J. Mifchief returned ujion the perlbn himfelf 
that contrived it : the wicked fnared in the -xark of his own hands, Pfal. vii. . 
1( 5 ( jo\ — ix. 15, lb. Hainan juflly hanged on the gallows which he had 
unjuftly prepared for Mordecai. Jf he had not let up the gallows, perhaps 
the king would not have thought of ordering him to.be hanged; but if he 
rear a gallows lor the man whom the king delights to honour, the honotir is 
very natural, that he lhould be ordered to try it himfelf, and fee howitfifi 
him, fee how he likes it. The enemies of God's church have often been 
thus taken in their own eraftinefs. In the morning Haman was defigning 
himfelf for the robes, and Mordecai for the gallows, but the tables'are 
turned, Mo rdceai has the crown, Haman the crofs. The Lord is known by 
fuch Judgmcni'skvhich he executeth. See Prov. xi. 8 — xxi. 18. 

Laftly, the fatisfuftion which the king hud in this' execution ; Then'was 
the king's wrath pacified, and not till then. As well pleafed was he in or- 
dering Haman to be hanged, as in ordering Mordecai to be honoured." 
Thus lhail it be done to the man whom the king delights to take vengeance 
on* * God iaith of the wicked men, Esek. v. 13. Iwillcaufe my fury lo reft 
upon theniy and / will be comforted. 



l. that day did the king Ahafuerus give the 

\Jr houfe of Haman the Jew's' enemy, unto Efther 
the queen: and Mordecai came before the king: for 
Either had told what he fcwv unto her. 2. And the 
kingtook off his ring which he had taken from Hainan, 
and gave it unto Mordecai. And Either let Mordecai 
over the houi'e oi' Hainan. 



It 

faflinsc 
nefs. 



■ 

t was but lately that we had Either and Mordecai in tears; in fears^ but 
ing and praying ; now let us fee how (o them there aroie light in dark- 

s. • '*'.'• 
1. Here' is KRher enriched. Haman was hanged as a traitor, therefore 
his eftate was forfeited to the crown, and the king gave it all to Either, in 
; recompence for the fright that wicked man had put her into j and the vexa- 
! tion he had created her, ver. I. His homes and lands, goods and chattels, 
I find all the money he had heaped up while he was prime minhter of ftate, 
which we may fuppofe was no little, is given to Either ; it is ail her own, 
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% 

* 4 

IVe left the plotter banging, andare now to fee tub at becomes of bis 
plotl { l .) His flot tons lo raij'e an eftate for bimfelf and all bis 
ejlate being conjifcated for treajon, is given to Ejlber and }$ordecai, 

.. yer. 1,2. *(2.) His plot teas, to ruin the Jews} and as to that, 
(J.) JBJlber earn efllyinter cedes for the reverfhng of tbe edi& againfl 

■ tbem, ver. 3—6. (2.) It is in effetl done by another edi& bcrepub- 
• Is/bed^ empowering tbe Jews to jland up in their own defence 
agaittfl ibeir enemies, ver. 7 — 1'*. .fS.) This <oceafions great joy fo 
tbe Jews, and all their friends, ver. 15—17.. 



eftates are to be valued as they are to be ufed. ...««• 
. 2. Mordecai advanced. His pompous pruceflion this morning through 
the ftreets of the city was but a tiidden Halh or blaze of honour, but here 
we have the more durable and gainful pieiermcnts to which he wasraifed^ 
which the other happily made way for. , 

I. He is now owned as the queim's coufiu, which till now, though Ei- 
ther had been four years queen, fur aught appfears, the King did not kuelwl 
•So humble, fo modelt a man was Mordecai,.. and fo far from being ambi- 
tious of a place at court, that he concealed his'rclatimi to the queen, 3i:d 
her obligation to him as her guardian, and nevtr made ufc of her intereft 
for any advantage of his own. . Who bu t Mordecai could have taken fo little 
notice oi' fo great an honour ? But now he was brought before the "king,- in- 
troduced as we fay, to ktfs his hand, for now at Fengdl Efther bad told Tsh&t 
he zvas to her, not only near akin to her, but the'beft friend fhe had in the 
world, who took care of her when ihe was an orphan, and one whom flie 
Hill refpecled as a father. Now the king iinds himfelf for his wife's lake 
more obliged than he thought he had been, to delight m doing honour to 
Mordecai. How great were the merits ol : that man, to whom both king 
and queen did in effedt owe their lives r Being brought before the king, lo 
him no doubt he bowed, and did, reverence, though he would not td Haman 
an Amalttkite." , ". ■ y 

2. The king makes him lord privy feal in the room of Haman ; all the 
truft he had rej-ofed in him, and all the power he had given him,' is here 
transferred to MorUecai, for the ring which he bad token from- Haman, he 
gave to Mordecai, and makes tin's trufty humble man as much his favouritei 
his coniideiu, and his agent, as ever that proud perfidious wretch was, A 

made of his bofdnt fi iends, and fo lib doubt, he and his 



happy change he 

people foon found it. . 

3. The qubun makes him her Reward for the management of Hamah'i 
eftates, and for getting and keeping pofleflion of it. She fet Mordecai poet 
the' houfe of Haman: See the vanity of laying up 1 treafure- upon 'earth ; htt 

that heapeth up richer. knoweth riot -who fball gather ih*in, Pfal. xxxix. (3. not 
only whether he fball bt a tbife man or it f obi, ; EccIei* ii. lg. but whether he 
lhail be a friend or an enemy. With what little pleafure^ nay with what 
conftant vexatibn would Haman hare looked 'upon his eltate", If he 1 ctfald 
have fyrefeen that Mordecai; the man he hated above all the men in the 
world iliould have rule over all ifi'ati wherein he had laboured, and thongh r; he 

df wife ! It is our iHterert therofOre.ro make fure of thofe'rifcriei 



fhe wed himfelf wife 
whicli will not be left behind,, but 



go with us to another worraV 



« * 



i * 
* * 



3. -And Efther fpake yet again before the king* 
and fell down at his feet, and belought hiiii with tears, 
to put away the. mifchief of ilainaii.the Agagite, aria 
his device that lie had deviled againft .the. Jews. ? 4„ 
Then the king held out the golden Tcepter toward 
Either,- So Either arole andftood before the If iiig- 
5. And laid, ifitpleaie the king, and if 1 have found 
favour in his light, and the thing Jccm right before the 
king, and I be piealing in his eyes'; let it be written 
to reverie the letters deviled by Ilaman the ion of 
Hainmedatha the Agagite, which he'wrote.to deftroy 
the Jews which are in all the king's provinces : "o\ For 
how can I endure, to lee the evil that lhail come unto 
my people ? or how can. I' endure. to lee the deftruction 
of my kindred ! 7. Then the king Ahafuerus laid 
unto Either tlie queen, and to Mordecai the Jew, Be- 
hold, I have given Efther the hemic, of Hainan, and 
him. they— have hanged upon the gallows, becatife 
he laid his hand upori the Jev^s. 8. Write ye alio for 
the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's' name, ^nd 
leal it with the king's ring ; for the writing which is 
written in the king's name, and lealed with the kjng^s 
ring, may no man reverie. 9. Then were the king's 
fcribes called at that time in the third month (that is 
the inonthSivan) on the three and twentieth day there- 
of, and it was written (aecorf3*ing to ali that Mordecai 
commanded) unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants-, 
and the deputies and rulers of the provinces -which 
are from India to Ethiopia, an hundred and twenty 
arid leVen^rovi net's, unto every province' according t£> 

the w ri t ing t hereo f , and u n L o e v e ry p eo p le. at ler . t hew* 
language, . and to the; Jews according to their writing, 
and ac c o r di ng t o t h e i r 1 ang uage . 10. An d he^ wro^e 
in' the kl ng Ah a I ue r us 's nam e , an d lealed it w-itn ilit; 
king's ring, and lent letters by poll onjiorfeback, 
and riders on mules r camels, and young dromedaries;: 
ii. .Wherein the king granted the Jews, which were 
in every; city* to gather . 'themselves together, and tp 
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(land for their life, to defiroy, to flay, and to eaufe 
to perilli all the power of the people and province, 
that would afiault them, both lit tle ones, and women, 
and to takc^ the fpoil of them for a prey: 1*2. Upon 
one day, in all the provinces of king Ahafuerus, 
namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar. itf.-The copy of the 
writing, for a commandment to. be given in every 
province, was publiihed unto all the people, and that 
the Jews ihould be ready againit that day to avenge 
them i elves on their enemies. 14. So the polls that 
rode upon mules, and camels went out, being haii- 
ened, and preiled on by the king's commandment ; 
and the decree was given at Shuifian the palace. 

Haman the chief enemy of the Jews was hanged, Mordecai and Efther 
their chief friends were fufficicntly protected : but many others there were 
in the king's dominions that hated the Jews and defired their ruin, and to 
their rage and malice all the reft of that people lay ex'pofed ; for the edic't 
again ft them was ftill in force, in purfuance of which their enemies would 
at the day appointed fall upon them, and they would be deemed an rebel? 
againft the king and his government, if they fliould offer to refill, and tal.e 
up arms in their own defence. For the preventing of this, 

I, The queen here makes in terceffton with much affection and importu- 
nity. She came a fecond time uncalled into the king's pretence, ver, 3. 
and was, as before,, encouraged to prefenr her petition, by the king's hold- 
ing out the golden fcepter to her, ver. 4. And her petition is, the king 
having put away Haman, would put away the mifchief of Haman, and his 
device againft the Jews, that that might not take place'now he was taken 
off. ' Many a man's mifchief furvives him, and the wicked neG he devifed 
js in the going when he is g->ne. What mrn project and write may after 
their death be either very profitable or very pernicious ; it was therefore re- 
quifite in this cafe, that lor the defeating of Hainan's plot they fhould apply 
themfelves to the king for a further act of grace ; that, by another edict, 
he would reverfe the letters devifed by Haman, and which he wrote, (the 
-doth not fay which the king confented t >, and confirmed with his own leal, 

which he rook an effectual 
ver. 5. if the king 
a decree was made, 
he could not do lefs than revoke it. For what is repentance, but undoing 
to the utmoft of our power what we have done amifs. 

(I.) This petition Efther prefents with much affection. She Jill down at 
the king's feet; and be/ought him with tears » ver. 3. Every tear as precious as 
any of the pearls with which fhe was adorned. It was time to he earnefl 
•when the church of God lay at flake. Let none be fo great as to be un- 
willing to ftoop, none fo merry as to be unwilling to weep, when thereby 
they may do any fervice to God's church and people Efther, though fate 
herfelf, fell down,, and begged with lears for the deliverance of her people. 

(2.) She expreffeth it with great fubmiflion, and a mighty deference to 
the king and his wifdom and will, ver. 5. IfitpUafe tlie king and if I have 
found favour in his fight j and again; if the thing itfclf feem right and rea- 
sonable before the king, and if I that afk it, be plea/tug in his eyes, let the 
decree be reverfed: even then wiien we have ever £ . much reafon and juftice 
on our fide, and have ever fo clear a caufe to plead, yet it becomes us to 
fpeak to our betters with humility and modefty, and all pofhble cxpreflions 
of refpec*, and not talk like demandants, when we are fupplicants. There 
is nothing loft by decency and go d breeding, As foft anfwers turn away 
xoraih, fo foft aficings obtain favou. . 

(3.) She enforceth her petition with a pathctical pica, for haw can /en- 
dure to fcr evil that jball come upon mypeoph ? Little c« no fort can I have of 
xay own life, if I cannot prevail lor theirs : a» good fhare .n the evil myfclf 
as fee it come upon them j for Iwm can X endure to fee the deftruclion of my 
kindred, that are dear to me ? Efther a quten own-, her poor kindred, and 
fpeaks of them with a very tender concern. Now it was, that flic min- 
gled her tears with her words, that Jbe we jit ami made J 'application ; we 
read of no tears when flic begged for her own life, but now fhe was fitre 
of that, flie wept for her people. Tears of pity and tenderuels are the 
moftChriftlike. They that are truly concerned for the public would rather 
die in the laft ditch, than live to fee the defolations of the church of God, 
and the ruin of their country. Tender fpirits cannot bear to think of the 
definition of their pople and kindred, and therefore dare not omit any 
opportunity of giving them relief. 

2. The king here takes a courfe for the preventing of the mifchief that 
Haman had defigncd. 

J. The king knew and informed the queen, that according to the confu- 
tation of the Per linn government, the former edict could not be revoked, 
ver. 8. "What is written in the kingVname, and fealed with the king's 
ring, may not under any pretence whatfocver be reverfed. This was a 
fundamental article of their magna charta, that no law or decree, when 
once it had paffed the royal afleut, could be repealed or recalled, no judg- 
ment Vacated, no attainder reverfed, Dan. vi. 15. which is fo far from 





of wifdom, as to forefec all the confequences of what they decree ; and 
therefore it is unjuft and injurious to mankind to claim fuch a fiipremacy of 
power, as to make their decrees irrevocable, whether the confequences prove 
good or bad. This favours of that old prefumptiun which ruined us all, 
we will be as gods. Much more prudent is that provifo of our constitution, 
that no Jaw can by any words or fan&ions whatfocver be made unrepeatable, 
no more than any eftate unalienable.. Cujus ef injlrutrc ejus eft deftruere. It is 
God's preproga live not to repent, and to lay what can nex'erbealteredorunfaid, 
2. Yet he found an expedient to undo the devifes of Hainan and defeat 
his defign, by (igning andpublifhinganotherdecree, to authorize the Jews 
to (land upon their defence, vim vi repcllere, & invtforem occidere. And 
this would be their effectual fecurity. The king (hews them that he had 
enough already to convince them that he had a concern f»«r ihe Jewifh na- 
tion, lor hehad ordered his fav write to be hanged, hecoufe heboid his hand 
upon the Jews, ver. 7. And therefoie lie would do the utm-)ft he could, to 
protect them ; and leave it as mi ly with Kfther and Mordecai to ufe his 
name and power for their deliverance, a> before he had left it with Haman 
to ufe his name and power for their d ft ruction, write for the Jews as it 

•Let the 
letters. 

The fecretaries of ftatc were ordered t»» attend, to draw up this edict on 
the twenty-third day of th£ third nv -nth,- her 9. about two months after 
the" promulgation o\ the former, *bat;nine months before tbejimejef Jot it* * 
execution : it waa to, be drawn upend publiihed in tbeir reflective languages 



|0 Ute Jl*H iiaoic anu jjhwci uji mwn u. itiuwuni jru 

Ukcth you, ver- 8, faring only the honour 01 our confttttitton. '-J 
mifchief be put away as effectually as may be without re verfmg the 



of all the provinces : mall the fubjecr of ah earthly prince have his decrees 
in a language they undcrftand, and fliall God's oracles and laws be locked 
up from his fervants in an unknown tongue ! It was to be directed to the 
pioper officers of every province, both to the juftices of peace and to the 
deputy-lieu tenants. It was to be carefully dil/.eifed throughout all the 
kind's dominions, and true copies lent by cxprefles to all the provinces* 

'Ihe purport of this decree was to comnrfh >n the Jews upon the day 
which was appointed for their deliruction, to draw together in a body for 
their own defence. Aud, (1.) To ftand for their life, that whoever a£» 
faulted them, it might be at their peril. (2.) They might not only art de- 
fen lively, but nrght deftroy and jtay, arrf caufe to perijb all the power of the 
people that would ajfuuft them, men, women, and children, ver. II. and thus 
to avenge them/elves on their enemies, ver. 13. and if they pleafed to enrich 
rhemfelves by 1 heir enemies, for they were empowered to take thefjjoil of 
them for a prey. N «w, ). This fliewed his kindnefs to the Jews, and fuf- 
ficiently provided for iheir fafety, for the latter decree would be io'ked 
upon as an implicit revocation of the former, though n it cxprefs. But, 
2. It fhews the abfurdity of that branch of their con ft i 1 11 1 ion, that noneof 
the king's edicts might be repealed, for it laid the king here under a ne- 
ceflity of enabling a civil war in his own dominions', betweeu the Jews and 
their enemies, fo that bo: b tides took up arms * by his audi ri.ty, and yet. 
againft his authority. No belter could come of men's pretending to be 
wife above what is given them. Great expedition was ufed in difperfing 
this decree, the king hi nuelf being in pain, left it fhould come too Jate, 
and any mifchief Ihould be d.^ne to the Jews by virtue of the former decree, 
before the notice of this arrived : U was therefore by the king's command- 
ment, a.> well as M«»»dec;ii's that the meftengers were haftjned and preiled 
on, ver. I-J. and had fwift hearts provided ihem, ver. 10. Xt was not a 
time to triUe, when fo many lives were in danger. 

15. *| And Mordecai went out from the prefence 
j of the kin"*, in royal apparel of blue and white, and 
1 with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of 
i fine linen, and purple; and the city of Shufhan re- 



joiced and was a; la 



.1 . 



1(3. The Jews had light and 



gladnels, and joy, and honour. 17. And in every 
province, and in every city, whitheribever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, the Jews had 
joy and gladnels, a feaft a^d a good day : and many 
of the people of the land became Jews ; for the fear 
of the Jews fell upon them. 

It was but a few days ago that wc had Mordecai in fackcloth, and all the 
Jews in forrow - t but here is a blelfed c-iange, Mordecai in purple and all 
the Jews in joy. See Pfal. xxx .5 — 1J. 12. 

1. IVlordceai in purple, ver. 15. Having obtained an order for the re- 
lief of all the Jews, he was eafy, parting with bis mourning weeds, and 
put on the royal appaicl which cither belonged to this place, or which the 
king appointed him as a favourite. His rob;-s were rich, blue and white, 
of linen and purple ; fo was his coronet, it was of gold. Thefe are things 
not worth taking notice of. but as they were mirks of the king's favour, 
and rhat the fruit of God's favour to the church. It is well with a land, 
when the enfigns of dignity a e made the ornament of ferious piety ; the 
city Shufhan was fenfible of its advantage by the preferment of Mordecai, 
and therefore rejoiced and was glad, not only pleafed in general with the 
advancement of virtue, but promiling themfelves in particular better times. 



m»w fogood a man was intruded with power. Haman was hanged, and 
when the wicked pcrijb there is Jhouting, Pro v. xi. 10. Mordecai was pre- 
ferred, and w//tv. the righteous arc in authority, the people rejoice. 

2. The Jews in joy, ver. 10", 17 . The 'Jews* that a while ago were 
under a dark cloud, dejected and difgraced, now had tight and gladnefs , jay 
and honour, a fe;ift an* a good day ; if they had no: been thr ate:icd and in 
dift.cfs. they had n'Jt had novation for this extraordinary joy. Therefore 
God*& people are made to Jow in lears, fometime.i that they may reap in fo 
much ihe more joy. The fuddennefs and (l;angeiicfa of the turn of affairs 
in their favour* added much to their joy ; they were like them that dream ; 
then was their mouth filed with laughter, Pfal. exxvi. 1 , 2. 

One go 'd effect of this deliverance was, that many of the people of the 
/and, that weiec nfiderale, f'ber, and we'l inclined, became Jews, were 
pr >fe!yied to the- Jewifh reltgiou, renounced idolatry, and woi flapped the 
true God only. Hain.m th tight io extirpate the Jews, hut i: prove* in the 
iflue, thai i heir numbers are greatly in created and many added to the 




they nbt'erved how wonderfully the divine providence had owned them, and 
wrought for them in this enthral jumfture, (1.) They ih uight them great, 
aud thole happy that were among them, and therefore they came over to 
them, as was foretold, Zeeh. vik Ti. IVe will go with you for we have 
heard., we have fcen, that God is with yen. the Jbie Id of your help, and the 
fword of your excellency , Deut. xxxiii. '2.Q. When the church prH'pcrs, and 
\t> fmiled upon, many wiH come into it, that will he fhy of it when it is 
in trouble. (2.). They thought them fornvdable, and thofe mife.able that 
were againft them. They plainly faw in Hainan's 'ale, that if they offered 
injury tp ihe Jews it was at their peril, and therefore for their own fecurity 
they joined themfelves t>< them. It is fol'y to think of c >n lending with the 
God of If. a el, and thdefore it is wifdom to think of mbmitting to him. 

c II A P. IX. 

JVe left litfO royal edicls in force, hall* given at lie court of Shu/ban, 
one bearing date /be thirteenth day af the jhjl month, appointing, 
that on the thirteenth day of the twelfth mouth then next enfubtg, all 
the Jewsjbould be kitted-, and another bearing date the twenty- /bin/ 
day of the third viuntb, trntxnverirtg the Jews on the day appointed 
for their Jlaugbtei', to drain the Jhvord in their Qivn defence, and 
. make their part good a%a'uifl their enemies as zuell as they could m 

any, 

"far the combat by authority. Their enemies t'cfolned not to loft 
advantages given them by the Jirjl edict, in hope to overpower them 




What a glorious, day it teas that year to the Jews, and Jbe 
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days fallowing j <z day of vitfery and triumph, ball in the city 
SbufiutK, and in all tbe rejl of the king 's provinces, ver. 1 — 
(•J.) ll'h%Lt a menvirable day It xvas made to po/ferity, by an annual 
■J'ra/T, in. amine mur at foti of the great deliverance , called the jeajl 
of Purini, ver. till— :fi« 



■ ■ 

1 . VTOW in Hit? twelfth month (tha-t/sr, the month 
1^1 Atian on the thirteenth day of the fame, when 
the king's coiumai id incut and his decree drew near to 
be pui: in execution, in the day that the enemies of the 
Ji*ws hoped to have power over them, (though it was 
turned to the contrary,) that the Jews had rule over 
thetii that hated thetn: *2. The Jews gathered them- 
ielyes together in their cities throughout ali the pro- 
vinces of the king Ahat'uerus, to lay hand on fuch as 
fought their hurt ; and ho man could withliand them; 
for the fear of them fell upon all the people. 3. And 
•ali the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants 
and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped the 
Jews : hecaufe the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 
4. For Mordecai was great in the king's houfe, and 
his fame went out throughout all the provinces : for 
this man Mordecai waited greater and greater. 5. Thus 
the Jews thiote ali their enem ies with the ltroke of the 
Iword, and tin tighter, and deitruction, and did what 
they would unto thoie that hated them. 6. And in 
Shu lb an the palace the Jews ilew and deftroyed five 
hundred men. 7. And Parfliandatha, and Dalphon, 
and Afpatha, 8. And Poratha, and Adalia, and Ari- 
datlm, 9. And Parmaihta, and Ariiiii, andAridai, 
and Vajezatlia, 10. The teji ions of Hainan, the fon 
of Haniedatha, the enemy of the Jews, ilew they; 
but on the Ipoil laid they not their hand. 1J. Oil 
that day the number of thofe. that wereilain inShulhan 
the pailice, was brought before the king. 12. And 
tlie king laid unto Either the queen, The Jews have 
flak) and del troy ed live hundred men in Shuihan the 
palace and the ten Ions of Hainan ; what have they 
done in the relt of the king's provinces? now what is 
thy petition ; and it lhall be granted thee : or what is 
thy requeft further? and itlliall be done. 13. Then 
faid Either, If it pleafe the king, let it be granted to 
the Jews which are in Shuihan, to do to-morrow alio 
according to this day's decree, and let Hainan's ten 
fons to be hanged upon the gallows. 14. And the king 
commanded it fo to be done : and the decree was given 
at Shuihan, and they hanged Hainan's ten fons. 13. 
For the Jews that were in Shuihan* gathered them- 
ieive.s together on the fourteenth day alfo of the month 
Adar, and Hew three hundred men at Shuihan ; but on 
the prey they laid not their hand. 16. But the other 
Jews that were in the king's provinces", gathered them- 
felves together, and lrood for their lives, and had reft 
from their enemies, and Hew of their foes feventyand 
five, thou (and: but they laid not their hands on the 
prey /IT. On the thirteenth da\- of the month Adar, and 
onthefoiirteeiithdayofthe dune, relted they, and made 
it a day of fcalling and gladneis. 18. But the Jews 
that reeve at Shuihan, aHembled together on the thir- 
teen! li day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof: and 
on the fifteenth day of the lame they relied, and made 
it a day of fcalling and gladnels. 10. Therefore the 
Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns 
made the fourteenth day of the mouth Adar, a day of 
gladnefs and feal'ting, and a good day, and of fending 
portions one to another. 

We hnvc litre a dec! live battle fought between the Jews and their ene- 
mies, in which the Jews were victorious.' Neither fide were furpr.ized, 
for both had notice long enough l.efore, fo that it was a fair trial officii! 
between them. Nor could either fide call the other rebels, for they were • 
both fupported by the roval authority. 

1. The enemies of the Jews were the aggreflbrs. They hoped not- 
withlianding the latter ed : 6t, to Itave fewer over them, by virtue of the 
former, ver. 1. and made afTaults upon them accordingly: formed themfelvcs 
into bodies, and joined in confederacy agauift them, tojeek their liurt, ver 2. 
The Chaldee paraphrale faith, none appeared again ft the Jews but Amale- 
kites only, who were infatuated, and had their'hearts hardened, as Pharaoh's 
ajmnft lirael, to take up arms for thevr own deliruclion. Some had fuch 
njj inveterate implacable malice ag :inll the Jews, th.it Hainan's fall and 
Mordecai*:* advancement, initead of convincing them, did but exafperate 
them, and make them more oulmgeous and refolute to cut all their throats. 
Th e fons of Hainan, parcicuiaily, vowed to avenge their father's death, 
and purtue his defigns, which they call noble and brave, wh a tever hazards 
they run ; and a firing party they had formed both in Shuihan and in the 
province-!, in order hereunto. Fight they would, though they plainly 
law proy : dcnce light agarnit them, and tints they were infatuated to their 
own di'ilrucUnn. if they would have linen Hill, and attempted nothing 
againit the people of G:)d, not a hair of the head had fallen to the ground } 
but they cannot perfuade themfelvcs to do that, they muft be meddling, 
tir'.ugh .it prove to their own ruin ; and roll a burdenfome floue, which 
will return upon them, 

*2. But the Jews were the conquerors. That very day, when the king's 
decree for their 'detraction was to be put in execution, and which the cue- 
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mics thought would have been th:?ir day, proved God 9 s Jay, (Plal. xxxvii. 
13.) it was turned to the contrary of what was expe&ed* nnd the Jews had 
rule over them that hated them, ver. 1. . We arc here told, 

1. What the Jews did tor them (elves, ver. 2. the* gathered themfelvcs 
together in their cities , embodied, and ftood upon their defence, offering vio- 
lence to none, but bidding defiance to all. If they had not bad an edidt 
to warrant liu'iii, they durlt not have done it, but being fo flip ported, 
they drove lawfully. Had they acled feparately, each family apart, they 
had been an eaty prey to their enemies, but lifting iu concert, nnd gathering 
i together in' their cities, they ilreugthened one another, and durft face 
their enemies. Fh unitor fortior. .Thole that write of the date of the Jews 
at this day, gave this as tlie reafon why, though they are very numerons 
in many parts find rich, yet they are lb defpicablepbecaufe they are gene- 
rally fo feltifli i hat they cannot incorporate, and being under the curfe of 
difperfioncauuot unite, nor (as here) gather together, for if they could, they 
might with their numbers and wealth threaten themoft potent ftates. 
. 2. What the rulers of the provinces did for them, under the influence 
of Mordecai* All the officers of the king, who by the bloody edicft were 
ordered to help forward their deftruftion* chap.iW* J 2, 13. conformed 
themfelves to the latter edi^t (which being an eitoppcl againit an eftoppel, 
had fet the matter at large and left them at liberty to obferye which jthey 
pleafed) and helped the JezOs, which turned the fcale on their fide, .ver* 94 
The provinces would generally do the ruler of the provinces inclined, 
and therefore their favouring the Jews would greatly further theim.. But 
why did they help them ? not becaufe they hud any fcindnefs for them, but 
becaufe the fear of Mordecai fell upon them, he having manifestly the. coun- 
tenance both of G.)d and the king. They all law it their intereft to help 
Mordeeai's fiieudn, becaufe he was not only great in the king's houfe, oryi 
ca relied by the courtiers, a* many are, who have no tntniifio worth tofup- 
p-Tt their reputation, but his fame for wifriom and virtue went o'ut./rqm 
thence throughout all the provinces, in all places he was cried up as a great 
man; he was looked upon alfo as a thriving man, and one that waxed 
greater and greater > ver. 4. -And therefore, for fear of h : m, all, the kilig's 
officers helped the Jews. Great men i may by their influence do a gceat 
deal of good, many that fear not God will ftand in awe of them. 

3. What God did lor them; he itruck all people with a fear of than, 
ver. 2. as the Canaan! tes were made afraid of Jfrael, Jojb* it, 9.—* v. 1. fo 
that though they had fb much hardinefe as to alfauk them, yet thqr had 
not courage to p^ofecute the atlault. Their hearts failed them when they 
came to engage, and none of the men of might could find their hands. 

4. What execution they did hereupon, no man could with/land tlwn % 
ver. 2. But they did what they would to thofe that hated thcm 9 ver. 5. So 
ftrangely were the Jews ilreugthened and fpirited, and their cnetnie&weak* 
ened and difpimed. that none of thofe who had marked themfelves for 
their dellruction efcaped, but they frnote them wtfi the Jlroke of the fword* 
Particu'ar'y, 

(l.j On the thirteenth .day of the month Adar they flew in the city 
Shuihan five hundred men, t;rr. 6. and the ten, fons of Hainan* ver, 10. The 
Jews, when on the feaft of Purirn, they read this book of Either, oblige 
themfelvcs to read the names of Hainan's ten funs all in on&'breath, with*, 
outany paufe, becnufe they fay they were all killed together, and ali gave 
up the gnoft juft in the fame moment. Buxt. Synag. Jud. c. 24. And the 
Cnaldce paraph r a fe faith, that when thefe ten were flaio, Zerelh, with 
feventy more of his children, efcaped, and afterward* begged their bread 
from dc* to door. 

(2.J On the fourteenth day they flew in Shuihan three hundred more, 
wh • had efcaped the Avord on the former day of execution, ver. J5, This 
Kftlier btained leave of the king for them to dp, for the greater terror of 
th^ir enemies, and the utter crufliing of that rnaliguant party of men. -The 
king had taken account of the numbers that were put to the fword the firft 
day, «r f 1 U and t- Id Either, ver* 12. and aflccd her what more {he defired: 
Nothing; faith Ihe, but commilfion to do another day*s work: Either 
furely was none of the bjood-thirliy, none of thofe that delightin daughter, 
but the had fome very good reafuns that moved her to make this requeft. 
She alfo delircd that the dead bodies of Hainan's ten fons might be hanged 
up on the gallows in whteh their father was hanged, for the greater diGr 
grace of the family and terror of the party, «*#•• 12. and it was done ac? 
cordingly, ver. J4. and it is fuppofed they were hanged in chains, and left 
hanging . r or forne time. 

(3.) The Jews in the country kept to their orders, and flew no more of 
their enemies than what were llam the thirteenth day, which were in ail 
among all the provinces fcveivy-flve thoufand, rer. 16* It all the fc* were 
Amalekites (as the .Jews fay) fureSy now it was, that the remembrance of* 
Amalekw.it utterly put our, Exod. xvii. M. However, that which jufti-t 
Rqs them in the execution of fo many is, that they did it in their own juft 
and neceflary defence, they Jlcod ftr t/nir lives j authorized to do fo by the 
law of lelf-prrlervation, as well as by tlie king's decree. 

(4.) In thefe Icveral executions, it is taken notice of, that on the prey 
they laid not their hand, trr. U) ? 15, 10". The king's comitiifllbn had 
warranted ihem to take the fpoil of their enemies for a prey, chap. viii. n # 
and a fair opportunity they h;ul of enriching themfelves with it; if Haman*3 
party had prevailed, n;> d ,ubt they would have made ufeof their autliorityr 
to feize the goods and eftates of the Jews, clmp 9 Hi. 13. Hut- the Jews 
would not do fo by them, (1 ) That they might, to the honour of their 
religion, evidence a. holy and generous contempt of worldly wealth,. -irt 
imitation of their Cat her Abraham, who fc jrncd to enrich himfelf with the 
Ipoils of Sodom. (2.) Th3t they might make it to appear, they armed at 
nothing but their own prefervation, and- u fed their interclt at court for. the 
faving of their lives, not for the railing of their eltates- (3.) Their.com* 
miffion empowered them to dcltroy the families of their enemies, even the? 
little ones and the women, chap. viii. 11, But their humanity forbade theg* 
to do that, though that was deGgned againft them; they flew none. but, 0 
thofe they found in arms j and therefore they did not take the fpoil,. but 
left it to the women nnd little ones whom they fpared for their fubliftence,, 
otherwife as good Hay them as flarve them, take away their lives,. as, to: 
take away their liyel. hoods Herein they a^ed with a confidcrarion 'and 
companion well worthy imitation. , 

5. What a fatisfaition they had in their deliverance: the J^ws ins the; 
country cleared themfelves of their enemies*on the i hit (tenth day of th&, 
month, and they relied ou the tourif-etuh day,.i.rr. LJ. and made that a; 
thankfgiv:ng-day, <ver. ly. The Jews in Shuihan, t^e poyal city, took- 
two days for their military exe cution, fo that (hey raacd on the liiteepth: 
day, and made that their, thanklgiving-day,' **&er.\ IS /ll.nn of them/ cele- 
brated their feliival the very day sifter they had iiuilht d their work^aujd.. 
gained their point. When we have received fignal mercies from Qadpiste?* 
ought to-be quick a;idlp<*cdy iamaking our thankful return* to him*, 1 while-; 
the, mercy is freifa and the iiiipreiiioDi of it moli fenfible- w ■ ' * u 
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of the king Ahafuerus, both nigh and far. 21. To 
eiiabliih this among them, that they fhuuld keep the 
fourteenth day of the mouth A'lar/a-i'l t he fifteenth 
day of the fame yearly: "2-2. As the days* wherein the 
Jews reited from their enemies, and the month which 
•was turned unto them from i'orrow to joy, and from 
mourning into a good di:y: that they ihould make 
them days of lealiing and joy, and of fending portions 
one to another, and gifts to the poor. 2;*. And the 
Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as 
Mordecai had written unto them. 24. Becauie Hainan 
the ion of II amine da t ha the Agagite, tiie enemy of all 
the, Jews, had deviled againit the J ews to dei troy them, 
and had calt Pur (that w, the lot) to confume them, 
and to.deliroy them : 2;3. But when E/ther came before 
4 the king, he commanded by letters", that his wicked 
* device which lie deviled again It the Jews, Ihould re- 
turn upon his own head, and that lie and his fons 
fljould be hanged on the gallows. 20. Wherefore they 
called thefe days Purim, after the name of Pur: there- 
fore for air the words of this letter, and of that which 
they had feen concerning this matter, and which had 
come unto them, 27. The Jews ordained, and took 
upon them, and upon their feed, and upon all fuch as 
joined themfelves unto them, lb as it Ihould not fail, 
th^Lt they would keep the fc two days according to their 
writing, and according to their appointed time every 
year : 28. And that thefe days Jhould be remembered 
and kept thro # ugI lout every generation, every family, 
every province, and every city: and that thefe days of 
Purim Ihould not fail from among the Jews, nor the 
memorial of them perhh from their iced '. 29. Then 
Either the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mor- 
decai the Jew, wrote with all authority, to confirm 
this fecoud letter of Purim. 30. And he lent the let- 
ters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and 
feven provinces of the kingdom of Ahafuerus xoith 
words of peace and truth: 31 . To confirm, thefe days 
of Purim in their times appointed, according as Mor- 
decai the Jew, and Either the queen had enjoined 
them, and as they had decreed for themfelves and for 
their feed, the matters of the faftings and their cry. 
32. And the decree of Efther confirmed thefe matters 
of Purim, . and it was written in the book. 

We may well imagine how much atfecV.d Mordecai and Efther were with 
the triumphs of the Jews over their enemies, and how they faw the iflue of 
that decifive day, with a fatisfa&ion proportionable to the care and concern 
•with which they expected it. How were their hearts enlarged with joy in 
God -and his falvation, and what new fangs of praife were put into their 
mouths ! But here we are told what courfe they took to fpread the know- 
Jedge of it among their people, and to per etuate the remembrance of it to 
pofterity, for the honour of God, and the encouragement of his people to 
" truft in him at all times. 

1. The hiftory was written, and copies of it difp«*rfed among all the Jews 
in all provinces of the empire, both nigh and fir, ver. 20. They all knew 
Something of the ftory, being nearly co ncerned in it. wove by the firft edict 
made fen Able of their danger, and by the fecund of theirdelivcrance, but how 
this amazing turn was given, they could n>t tell, Mordecai tliererore wrote 
thefe things. And if this book be the fame that he wrote, :i> many think it is, 
I cannot but obferve what a difference there is between Mordecai's llyle 
andNehemiah's; Nehcmiah at every turn take* n -ticeof the divine provi- 



they kept. The fhbhath was appointed not on the day that God Jinijhed his 
work, but i hp. day U&re/led from it. The modem Jews obferve the thir- 
teenth day, the clay app iiited lor their deftruct ion, as a fa fling-day, ground- 
ing on it, ver. 31. the m.ittcrs of their fiflings and cry. Hut that refers to 
what was in the day of their dillrels, chop. iv. 3 — 16, which was not to be 
continued, when God had turned their lalls Una' joy and gladncfs, Zech. 
viii. It). 

2. H:nv it was 'railed. T'icfe.rft of Purim, ver. 26. from Pur, a Perfian. 
word, which lignili'.s a lot, h.eaufe Human had by lot determined this to 
be the time of the. Ji.mvs' d -ltruelion, bill the Lord, at whofe difpofaJ the lot 
is*, had deternrued it to b-.- the time of their triumph. The name of this 
feitival would mmd them of the f -vrreigu dominion of the God of Ifrael, 
who ferved his own purpofesbv the fonilh fuperjti tions of the heathen, and 
outwitted the monthly prognotlicators in their -own crafty I fa. xlvii. 13. ftttf* 
tratiug the tokens of t'ui l/ais, and making the diviners mad. I fa. xliv. 25, 2(5. 

3. By whom it. was in limned and enacted. It was not a divine inftitu- 
tion, and therefore is not called a holy day, but a human appointment by 
which it was made a good day, ver. iy — 22. (l.) The Jews ordained it, 
and took it upon th cut I elves, wr. 2/. voluntarily undertook to do as they be- 
gun, ver. 23. They obliged themfelves to do it by common content. (2.) 
Mordecai and Ktl'ier cun/i-med their refulve, that it might be the more 
binding to posterity, and might come well recommended by thofe great 
names. They wrote, {l.") iPlth all authority, ver. 2o. as well they might. 
Either being queen, and Mordecai prime ra milter of ftatc. It is well when 
thofe who are in authority ufe it to authorize that which is good. (2.) 
With words of peace and truth; though they wrote with authority, they 
wrote with lendernels ; n >t i-nperious, not imputing, but in fuqh language 
as the council at Jerulalem ufe in their decree, A£ls xv. 2Q. if ye do lb and 
ft), ycjbull do well, fire yc well. Such was the flylo of thefe letters, or fuch 
the fi In tat ion or vak diction of them, peace and truth be with you. ' ■ 

4. By whom it was to be ob ferved; by all the Jews, and by their feed, 
and by all fuch as joined them/dva to them, ver. 21. The obfervation of this 
feall was to be h uh univerfa! and perpetual j the prwiclytes mult obferve it 
in token of their tin cere affection to the Jewilh nation, and their having 
twilled inter-eft with them. A concurrence in joys and praifes is one 
branch of the com. minion of fonts. 

5. Why it was to be obfurved. Thai the memorial of the great things 
God had done for his church might never pcrijb from their feed, ver. 28. 
God doth n<»t vvt»ik wonders for a day, bu* to be had in evcrl ailing re- 
membrance. Ifii'it he doth Jball be forever, and t bereft ire ihould for over be 
had in mind, EcJ. iii. 14. Jn this afEiir th- y would remember, (l.J Ha- 

f man's i'l prat' I ices agiinft the church, to hi*, perpetual rrproach, ver. 24. 
Becttuft'he hud thuifeJ agrin/l the Jews, to deftrey them. Let this be kept in 
mind that God's t >i j op e muy never be fectire, w ile lh -y have. fuch mali- 
cious enemies, on whom t h »»y ought t_» have >i jdlous eye j their enemies 
aim at no lef» than th»'ir deliruc\ion, on God ih'.refore let them depend for 
falvation. (2.) Flthej's go .d feivic s to the chutcli, to her immortal ho- 
nour. When Kfther, in peril of her ! ii*e, came before the king, he repealed 
the eJitl, ver. 25 This alio mult be-reniembcred, thai wherever this feaft 
-tliould be kept, and this hill »:y read in i*xplica:i.'ii of it, this which flie 
did might be tahl for a memorial of her. Ciood deeds done for the Ifrael of 
God, ought to be remembered for the encouragement of others to do the 
like. G:jd will noi forget them, and therefore we rnuft not. (3.) Their 
own prayers, and the anfwers given to them, ver. 31. the matters of their 
fajlivgs and their cry. The more cries we have olfeted up in our trouble 
and the more prayers for deliverance, the more we are obliged to be thank- 
ful to God for deliverance. Cxdl upon mc in the time of trouble, and then 
offer to God thank) 'giving. 

6. How it was obferved. And of this let us fee, 

1. What was here enjoined that was very good j that they Hionld make 
it, (I.) A day of cheerful uefs. A day of feaf ting and joy, ver. 22. And a 



dence and the good hand of his God upon him, which is very proper to ftir up 
devout affecVlonsin the minds of his readers ; but Mordecai never fo much 
as mentions the name of God in the whole llory. Neheihiaii wrote his book 
at Jerufalem, where religion was in falhion, and an air of it appeared on 
men's common converfalion ; Mordecai wrote his at Shuflian the palace, 
where policy reigned more than piety, and he wrote according to the genius' 
of the place. Even thofe that have the root of the matter in them, are apt 
to lofe the favour of religion, and h-t their leaf wither when they converter 
wholly with thofe that have little religion. Commend me to Nehemtah's 
way of writting, that I would imitate, and yet learn from Mordecai's, that 
men may be truly devout, though they do not abound in the mews andex- 
pretiions of devotion : and therefore we mull not judge or defpife our bre- 
thren. But becauie there is fo little of the language of Canaan in this book, 
many think it was not written by Mordecai, hut was an extract out of the 
journals of the king* of Perfia, giving an account of the matter of fadfc, 
which the Jews themfelves knew how to comment upon. 

2. Afellival was indituted, to be obferved yearly from generation 'to ge- 
neration by the Jews in remembrance of this wonderful work which God 
wrought for them ; that the children which Jhould be born might know it, and 
declare it to their children^ that ihry might fet their hope in God, Pfal. Ixxviii. 
6, 7. It would be for the honour of God as the protector of his people, 
and the honour of Ifrael as the care o; heaven, a confirmation of the fidelity 
of God*s covenant, an invitation to ftrangers to come into the bonds of it, 
and an encouragement to God's own people cheei fully to depend upon him, 
and his wifdom, power and gondm.fi, in. the greateft firaits. Pofteiity 
would reap the benefit of this deliverance, and therefore ought to celebrate 
the memorial of it. 

Now concerning this fefttval we are told, 

1. When it was obferved. Every year on the fourteenth dndfftetnth day 
of the twelfth month, juft a month before the pafiover. ver. 21. Thus the 
firft month and the iuft month of the year, kept in remembrance the months 
that were part, even the days when God prrjervedthem. They kept two days 
together as thankfgivings-day.-», and did not think that toomucty to fpendin 
praifing God. Let us not be niggardly in our returns of praife to him, who 
bellows his favours fo liberally upon us. Obferve, They did not keep the 
days when they fought, but the days when they refted; on the fourteenth day 
the country Jews relied, and on the fifteenth thofe in ShuQjan, andboth thofe 




fpecT, and their being knit by this and other public common dangers and 
deliverances fo much the cluler to each other in love. Friends have their 
goods m common. (3.) A day of ciiari'y. Sending gifts to the poor. It is 
not to our kinfm n. and r c'i ne'ghbours only, that we are to fend tokens, 
hut to the poor and the maimed, Lukexiv. 12,13. They that have received 
mercy, mult, in loki't) of their gra-itud^, ihew mercy, and there never 
wants occafion, for the poor we have alway witii us. Thank 'giving and 
altufg:v'ng ihould go together, that when we are rejo ; cing and blelliiig 
G >d, the heart ol the pour may rejoice with us, and their loins may 
blefs us. 

2. What was added to this which was much better. They always at the 
feail read the whole It »ry over in the fvnagoguc each day, and put up three 
prayers to G >d, in the tirll of which they praiie God t\>r counting them 
worthy to attend this divine i'erviee. In the fecund, they thank him for 
the miraculous prefervation iif tiieir ancdlors j in the third," that they have 
lived to obferve another fellival in memory of it. .So hiiho;; Patrick. 

3. What it is fmee drge »erat. d to, which is much worfe. Their own 
writers own, that this frail is no nmonly celebra'ed amonir them with glut- 
tony and drunkennels, and excef-i of not. Their I alioud fasth cxprelsly, 
that in the feall of Purim a man Ihould drink t li he knows not the diiie- 
rence between curfed be Human, and bleffed be Mordecai. See wha: the cor- 
ruptand wicked nature of man often brings that to, wh'ch was at /irll well 
intended :• here is a >eligious lead turned int > a carnival, a periVtfr revel s 
as wakes among us. Nothing more purine.-, the heart, and adorns religion, 
than holy joy ; nothing more pollutes the heart, md reproaciieth religion, 
than carnal minb and fenfu.il pleafure. Corrupt :o optimi eft pejjima. 

c II A P. x. 

This is hut a piece of a chapter. The rcjl of it beginning at ver. 4» 
tazlb jix chapters more, being found only in the G-rsek, are rejected 
as apochrypLnil. In theft three -verfes, toe have only fome Jhort 
bints* (l.i Concerning A bafuerus in the throne, -what a mighty 
prince he tons, ver. I, L 2. (fl.) Concerning Mordecai bis fa-. 
'Vourite s ..zobai a mighty blcjjlng be tons to bis people, ver. 2, 3. 

1. \ . ND the king AIiuAierus la id a tribute upon the 
r\ land, and upon the ifles of the (ea. 2. Andali 
the acts of his power, and of his might, aud the de- 
claration oi'theg reatnels of Mordecai, whereunto the 
king advanced him, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicle* of the kings of Media and Ferlia > 
3. For Mordecai the Jew zvas next unto king Ahafue- 
rus, and jrreat among the Jews,, and accepted of the 
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multitude of his brethen, fceking the wealth of his 
people, and ipeaking peace to all his feed. 

We ore here-told, 

J. How great and powerful king Ahafuerus was. 

He had a vaft dominion, both in the continent and among the i/lands, 
from which he raifed a vaft revenue. Betides the ufual cuftoms which the 
king of Per fi a exacled, Ezra iv, 13. be laid an additional tribute upon his 
lubjerrs, to ferve for fome great occafion he had for money, w. I. The 
king laid a tribute. Happy is our ifland, that pays no tribute but what is 
laid upon it by its reprelentatives, and thofe of its own choofing, and is not 
fi^ueezed or opprelled by an arbitrary power, as fome of its neighbour na- 
tion ^ are. Refides this inltaiicc of the grandeur of Ahafuerus, many more 
might be given, that were a&s of his power and of his might, but they are 
not thought fit to be recorded herein the facred ftory, which is confined to 
the Jews, and relates the affairs of other nations only as they fell in. with 
their affairs, but they are written in the Perfian chronicles, ver. 2. which are 
long fi nee loft and buried in oblivion, while the facred writings live, live to 
honour, and'will till time fball be no more. When the kingdom of men, mo- 
il arch s and their monarchies, are destroyed, and their memorial is pcrj/bed 
with them, (Pfal. ix. 6.) the kingdom of God among men, and the records 
of that kingdom fhall remain, and be as the days of heaven, Dan, ii. 44. 

2. How great and good Mordccai was. 

1. He was great, and it doth one good to fee virtue and piety thus in 
honour. (2.) He was great with the king; next to him, as one he mod 
delighted and confided in. Long bid Mordecai fitten contentedly in the 
king's gate, and now at length he is advanced to the head-end of his council- 
board. Men of merit may for a time feem buried alive, but often by fome 
meansxir other they are difcovered and preferred at laft. The declaration 
of the greatnef- to which the. king advanced Mordecai, was written in the 
chronicles of his kingdom, as very memorable, and contributing to the great 
achievements of the king. He never did fuch acts of pow*.r, as he did 
when Mordecai was his right-hand. (2.) He was great among the Jews, 



ver. 3. not only great above them, move honourable than any of them, but 
great with them, dear to them, familiar with them, and much refpected 
by them. So far were they from envying his preferment, that they re- 
joiced in it, and added to it, by giving him a commanding interefl among 
them, and fubmitting all their affairs to his direction, 

2. He was good, very good, for he did good ; that made him truly 
great, and then his greatnefs gave hiin an opportunity of doing fo much 
the more good. When the king advanced him, (1.) He did not difown 
the people the Jews, nor was he afhamed of his relation to them, though 
they were ftrangers and captives, difperfed and defpifed. Still he wrote 
himfelf Mordecai the Jew, and thcrelbre no doubt adhered to the Jews* 
religion, by the obfervances of which he diftinguilhed himfelf, and yet it 
was no baulk to his preferment, nor looked upon as a blemifh to him. (2.) 
He did not feek his own wealth, and the railing of an eftate for himfelf 
and his family, which is the chief thing moflaim at,- when they get into 
great places at court, but he confulted the welfare of his people, and made 
it his bufinefs to advance that. His power, his wealth, and all his interefl: 
in the king and queen, he improved for the public good. (3.) He djd 
not only do good, but he did ii in a humble condefcending way ; was eafy 
of accefs, courteous and affable in his carriage, and fpoke peace to all that 
made their application to him. Doing goad works is the beft and chief 
thing expected from thofe that have wealth and power, but giving good 
words is alfo commendable, and makes the good deed the more acceptable, 
(4. J He did not fide wiih any one pany of his people againft another, nor 
make fome his favourites, while the relt were neglected and crufhed, but 
whatever differences there were among tht*m, he was a common father to 

them all, recommended hinifeli' 10 the multitude of his brethren, not defpifing 

the crowd, and fpoke peace to all their feed ', without diftinction. Thus 
making himfelf acceptable by humility and beneficence, he was univerfalljr 
accepted, and gained the good word of all his brethren. Thanks be to 
God, iuch a government as this we are blefTed with, which fecks the weU 
fare of our people, f peaking peace to ail their feed. God continue it long, very 
long! And grant us, under the happy protection and influence of it/. to 
live quiet and peaceable lives, in gcdlincfs, honcfty, and charity. 



THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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